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Earth 


EuroGreenpeace Grrl! doing a Full 
Service lock down at an ExxonMobil 
(E$ $0) gas station. On October 25, 
more than 600 people shut down 
all 28 ExxonMobil stations in Lux- 
embourg. This was a protest against 
ExxonMobil's continued sabotage 
of global warming agreements. 
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Building Bridg es... 


This past year I've gone through a 
real learning curve about the nature of 
fear and paranoia. I've seen the energy 
in this country change since I came 
here from Canada last December. What 
seemed an abstract threat of repres- 
sion a year ago became a very harsh 
reality this Summer. I witnessed one 
member of my community in Port- 
land, Oregon, Tre Arrow, be accused of 
two Earth Liberation Front-style arson 
attacks based on flimsy evidence. Three 
more activists were charged with felo- 
nies after attending a protest at a 
timber sale auction. The recent 
passage of the Homeland 
Security Act is the latest * 1 

in this new war on f 
dissent in the US. / f 


years ahead and to hold strongly onto 
our visions for the liberation of the 
Earth and her peoples. 

So, this is a time for new strategies 
and new tactics. We need to step 
outside our privileged bubbles and 
see how other communities are be- 
ing affected by globalization and po- 
litical repression. We need to learn 
from how these communities are 
fighting repression. 

One of the issues the 
environmental _ 


What has inspired 
me amidst all this is the courage and 
determination of the people in my life, 
who manage to carry on fighting even 
whilst the odds are being stacked against 
them. The Bush administration has 
been weakening environmental pro- 
tections, while strengthening the po- 
lice state and corporations under the 
World Trade Organization and the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). If 
the administration has its way, it will 
usher in a new era of colonialism. We 
cannot let this happen! 

This Summer, I realized how time is 
running out for the Earth. In the North- 
west, the view is of isolated pockets of 
old-growth trees amongst clearcuts and 
tree plantations. This heart-breaking 
reality of destruction is being played 
out in bioregions throughout the 
world. We need to find ways to sustain 
energy and hope in the months and 


1 \ community 

I I in the Northwest has 
J I been working on is 
J J building alliances 
/ / with the labor move- 
y / ment. The latest expres- 
sion of this has been a 
show of support for the 
West Coast dockworkers in their 
struggle against management and the 
Bush administration. The October soli- 
darity actions throughout North 
America against the FTAA meeting in 
Quito, Ecuador, are another example 
of the activist community supporting 
indigenous and working class 
struggles. Making these connections, 
in order to build a larger network of 
resistance, is vital if we want to set up 
a solid framework for revolution. 

In Cascadia, we are putting this 
into practice by building a wider base 
of support through outreach and alli- 
ance building. We have put out a call 
to action for a mass mobilization of 
people to come to the Northwest this 
Summer to use every tool in the box 
to stop forest destruction. We need 
every one of you so that we can make 
the timber barons accountable for 
their actions! 

— Loki 
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letters to the editors 


Dear Editors, 

I write this as I take in the 
news that another warrior has 
fallen to death from trees 
marked for death. 

The early reports 
indicate that Naya 
was found, like Beth 
"Horehound" O'Brien 
earlier this year, with- 
out a harness on. 

We work hard to keep our- 
selves and our comrades out 
of jail. We know the Earth 
needs us free of prison to work 
to protect life. 

We have developed a con- 
cept, now widespread within 

Errata... 

In the Samhain issue, 
the photo of the treesitter 
on the inside front cover 
was actually taken at the 
Aradia treesit in northern 
California, not at Fresh- 
water. Aradia is just up 
the ridge from Gypsy 
Mountain, where David 
"Gypsy" Chain was killed 
by an enraged Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber logger in 
September 1998. 

On December 10, Pa- 
cific Lumber began log- 
ging Gypsy Mountain. 
Reports from the treesit 
are that Pacific Lumber is 
going for it this time. Help 
is desperately needed. If 
you want to jump in to 
save these last old-growth 
redwoods, contact North 
Coast EF!, (707) 825-6598. 

• • • 

Also, in the frontlines 
section, under the title 
"13 Women, 13 Trees," 
the Journal reported that 
Raven was still at the 
Freshwater treesit with 
Remedy, but in actuality 
it is Wren who just cel- 
ebrated six months in 
the treetops. 



the movement, of " security cul- 
ture." We understand that 
slacking on security issues 
doesn't only effect one person. 

We call each other on our 
mistakes and work to 
make good security 
practice a movement- 
wide phenomena. 

The death of a war- 
rior doesn't only effect 
one person either. Safety de- 
cisions we make are just like 
security decisions: They af- 
fect comrades and the places 
we try to defend. We are al- 
most never involved in a 
single action that is more im- 
portant than all of the rest of 
the actions we will do for the 
rest of our lives. So the first 
priority is always to get every- 
one back safe. 

Let's get serious about "safety 
culture . " Decisions about safety 
protocols, safety equipment 
and drug use during actions 
(e.g., treesits) are not individual 


decisions. Affinity groups must 
be clear about expectations, 
and individuals who ignore 
consensus should find other 
affinity groups for their work. 

I began sitting in trees in '96, 
for up to weeks at a time. I 
worked, slept, shat and made 
love harnessed and clipped in 
every minute. It was the con- 
sensus of my affinity group to 
do so, and when my platform 
did a 180-degree flip one day 
early on in my sitting career, 1 
laughed hanging underneath 
it, knowing I was safe. 

I completely honor the work 
and decisions that. Naya and 
Horehound made. They were 
within the culture of what we 
have, until now, found accept- 
able. Let's change the culture 
to reduce the level of risk indi- 
viduals even consider as 
possible. Let us commit, as in- 
dividuals and as a movement, 
to use the safety protocols and 
equipment available to honor 


our own life and our comrades' 
lives as fully as we honor Earth. 

Without compromise, 

— Tim Ream 

Dear SFB, 

In response to the Mabon 
article, "Gear Up for Lawless 
Logging," I would like to sug- 
gest that active management 
would not suggest taking the 
strongest and healthiest trees 
and leaving the rest of the 
"cull" trees in our national 
forests, but vice versa. 

Certainly there are money 
hungry loggers that practice 
taking the best, waiting 10 
years and once again taking 
the best, but this is clearly not 
sustainable management. I 
believe sustainable manage- 
ment should be the focus here, 
not some extreme-scare tactic 
that the government is once 
again screwing us. 

— Danielle 
continued on page 40 


QFauna Cabafa 




by Faith M. Walker 

Splashing about in the 
ephemeral playas and cattle 
tanks of the American South- 
west is a tiny sexual maver- 
ick. The freshwater clam 
shrimp, Eulimnadia texana, 
is one of only a handful of 
androdioecious animals and 
plants, meaning that it con- 
sists of males and hermaph- 
rodites but no true females. 
Sex among these eight-mil- 
limeter-long shrimps can be 
the male-and-hermaphro- 
dite variety, in which males 
madly paddle for the short 
fortnight of their lives, 
hanging onto their her- 
maphroditic honeys with 
hooked appendages. Or a 


hermaphrodite 
can luxuriate 
in mating with 
itself. 

Since they 
are lacking the 
males’ amorous 
arms, copulation 
between hermaphrodites 
isn't an option. It isn't clear 
how a hermaphrodite de- 
cides whether to mate with 
a male or to self-fertilize, 
but it is certain that s/he 
controls sex: The male can’t 
force copulation and often 
must sit back and watch the 
androgyne mate with itself. 

Hermaphrodites, who 
live longer than males, mate 



and pro- 
duce eggs 
daily from 
sexual matu- 
rity until repro- 
ductive decline at two 
or three weeks. 

Their eggs, buried at 
pond's bottom, will hatch 
after a period of desicca- 
tion, and shrimplings will 
be androgynous (like 
mama-and-papa) or uni- 
sexual (like papa) accord- 
ing to their inheritance of 
forms of a single gene. 

This is, therefore, an ex- 
ample of a very rare mating 
system that is under simple 
genetic control. 
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Homeland Security 


Jk the information so that homeland security officials 
by James John dell Mfk. understand what is available and where it can be found. 

Within a month of the nation being attacked by This complements the effort to analyze the informa- 

terrorists, legislation that combated terrorism by tion with advanced 'data-mining' techniques to 

suspending constitutional guarantees of free speech reveal patterns of criminal behavior and detain 


was championed by a popular leader. It was called A- 
the "Decree on the Protection of People and State, " 
and it passed despite the objections of concerned legisla- 
tors and civil libertarians. A new national agency was 
formed within a year that coordinated police and federal 
security. It consolidated unprecedented power under one 
leader. No, this is not President Bush's newly won Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security — it was Hitler's Office of Fa- 
therland Security, the Reichssicherheitshauptamt and 
Schutzstaffel , better known simply as the SS. 

When a national emergency was provoked by a terrorist 
attack on the Reichstag building, Hitler used the ensuing 
public outcry to secure total power. Author Thom Hartmann 
writes, "And, perhaps most important, Hitler invited his 
supporters in industry into the halls of government to 


** suspects before they act." The goal of the new 
department is to achieve what the US government 
terms "Total Information Awareness." 

A Great Eye, Lidless 

"Concealed within his fortress, the Lord ofMordor sees all... 
His gaze pierces clouds, shadow, Earth and flesh. You know of 
what I speak, Gandalf. A great eye, lidless. 

The eye of Sauron..." 

Emblazoned within a circle, the words "Scientia EstPoten- 
tia" — knowledge is power — are inscribed underneath the 
familiar all-seeing-eye pyramid that dwarfs a round Earth, 
while bathing it in fiery light from its eyeball. No, this isn't 
some rendition of the lidless eye of Sauron from J.R.R. 
Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. It is the logo for the 



help build his new detention camps, his new 
military and his new empire, which was 
to herald 1,000 years of peace. In- 
dustry and government worked 
hand-in-glove, in a new type of 
pseudo-democracy first pro- 
posed by Mussolini and sus- 
tained by war." 


government's new Information Aware- 
ness Office (IAO). The IAO is part of 
’ •*'* the Defense Advanced Research 

Projects Agency (DARPA), 
^ which is probably best 

< ^S ****'*' : infrastructure that be- 
lli ' came the Internet, 

f The I AO's mis- 

sion is to "imagine, 

; V develo P' apply, 

< . . :>T \ integrate, demon- 

• . , \ strate and transi- 

A - r, tion information 

1 . * * \ ( w j 1 that will counter 

i ‘'ZLlA ■ "l ' j asymmetric 

. . . - 3) / threats by achiev- 

l. , ‘ wi,. ' m8 t0ta in r f0r ™' 

rity warning and 
national security deci- 

w language, the IAO is what 

Jj makes that $38 billion eye- 

ball all-seeing — "a virtual, cen- 
tralized grand database." 

Your subscription to Clamor, that Ed 
Abbey book you borrowed from the library, the class you 
audited on setting up computer firewalls, your 18-cent 
savings account, airfare to Tucson, food stamps, email, 
phone calls, website visits — these all can be monitored 
by the IAO under certain conditions as part of the new 
Department of Homeland Security. 


Big Brother's 

ThinkPol J|§§p : 

The newly formed jpT ' ' Jjt 

Department of Home- pv - » B •: , 

land Security consoli- ■ » » \ 'f 

dates nearly two f gt Mm '■ . t ‘ 

dozen federal agen- k \ l 

cies into one cabinet- . Jn ) . • 

level department with \ f *~ v ' BB LL 

170,000 employees 
and a $38 billion bud- 
get, making it the third 

gon and the Department ^ 

of Veterans Affairs. Republi- ^r : -- 

cans and Democrats champi- 

oned the Homeland Security Act ~ 

of 2002 (HR. 5710), passing it in 

both the House of Representatives and 

Senate in mid-November. It was signed by 

Bush on November 25, and now requires only 

2003 budget approval for it to become fully operational. 

The 484-page bill is the largest reorganization of the US 
government in more than half a century. Reading the 
White House documents explaining it is like peeling back 
the layers of an onion: "As this information is assembled, 
it is crucial to compile, simultaneously, information about 
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The IAO is headed by John Poindexter, the national 
security adviser under President Reagan, who was em- 
broiled in scandal for secretly selling missiles to Iran and 
illegally supporting contras in Nicaragua. In 1990, a jury 
convicted Poindexter on five felony counts of misleading 
Congress and making false statements. Congress ultimately 
gave him immunity. 

Poindexter will be responsible for spending millions of 
dollars to compile a dossier on just about every 
American and foreign visitor. His IAO will 
be one part of a scientific research 
labyrinth: "Under the President's 
proposal, the Department of 
Homeland Security will estab- 
lish a laboratory — actually 
a network of laborato- 
ries — modeled on the 
National Nuclear Secu- 
rity Administration 
laboratories that pro- 
vided expertise in 
nuclear weapon de- 
sign throughout 
the Cold War." The 
IAO will utilize ad- 
vanced technology 
to create informa- 
tion files about ev- 
erything it can 
gather in its ultimate 
quest to search the 
past, monitor the 
present and predict 
the future. 

IAO: Present, 

Past, Future 

This is not the first appearance of the 
IAO. It has been estimated that at one time, 
the ancient Library of Alexandria held more than half 
a million documents from Assyria, Greece, Persia, Egypt, 
India and many other nations. The librarian Hypatia was a 
master of all fields. She combined science, theology and 
mysticism into one body of work, whose purpose was the 
elucidation and understanding of all existence. Hypatia was 
instrumental in the development of the concept of IAO, the 
gnostic term for a formula that would explain all things. The 
IAO consisted of three words — a constantly mutable series of 
interactions between Iota, symbolizing the eternal present, 
Alpha, which represented the past creation of all things, and 
Omega, which was of course the end. 

The 21st century's version of the IAO will detect, 
identify, classify and track potential anti-government 
targets through advanced technological surveillance. 

The lidless eye in the IAO's logo is always watching, 
listening and tracking the entire globe. 


Two millennia ago, legend has it that Hypatia never achieved 
the IAO's master formula — she was killed and the Library of 
Alexandria was burned by Muslim conquerors. Could today's 
pyramid-adorned IAO be another attempt at this battle lost in 
the sands of the Middle East so long ago? It is the stuff of 
conspiracy — and there have been many, ever since the all- 
seeing-eye was printed on the dollar bill for the first time back 
in 1935. It's interesting to note that around this same time, 
J.R.R. Tolkien began writing The Lord of the Rings and 
adorned Mordor with a similar all-seeing-eye. 
So what should we make of this new 
behemoth of government snoop- 
ing? Is it Hitler's SS resurrected? 
Poindexter's spy network? Se- 
cret societies at work 
through the ages? A mani- 
festation of the eye of 
Sauron? The CIA and 
FBI's wet dream? No. 
In essence, the 
Bush administra- 
tion has created a 
smokescreen to 
protect its past 
blunders and to 
cover future plans 
with unending lev- 
els of confusion and 
bureaucracy. One 
Pentagon insider re- 
cently said it best 
when he related a 
quote that has popped 
up on cubicle walls in 
Washington, DC: 

" We trained hard, but it seemed 
that every time we were beginning to 
form up into teams, we would be reorga- 
nized. I was to leam later in life that we tend 
to meet any new situation by reorganizing; and a 
wonderful method it can be for creating the illusion of progress 
while producing confUsion, inefficiency and demoralization. " 

— From Petronii Arbitri Satyricon, AD 66, attributed to Gaius 
Petronius, a Roman General who later committed suicide 

Resources 

• White House Office of Homeland Security, 
www.whitehouse.gov/homeIand 

• Homeland Security Act of 2002, hsc.house.gov/legisla- 
tion/hr5710.pdf 

• Information Awareness Office, www.darpa.mil/iao 
(looks like a spoof, but it's very real) 

James John Bell is the editor of LastWizards.com. He is 
currently authoring the foreword for a reprinting of John 
Brunner's classic industrial-apocalyptic science fiction 
novel, The Sheep Look Up. 


More than Meets the Eye 
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NAWLA 

The- ftc-art of the- Timber Industry Suffers an Af'heK 


by Tim Ream 

Setting: November 8, NAWLA 
Conference, Wyndham-Anatole Ho- 
tel, Dallas, Texas. 

Inside: As bad techno music 
blares, three 300-square-foot tele- 
vision screens rapidly repeat the 
image of two-by-fours being spit 
from a revolving circular saw 
while the letters "N-A-W-L-A" 
flash by. A couple thousand 
people, who generate huge prof- 
its from genocidal old-growth 
forest logging, sip drinks under- 
neath the screens. 

Outside: A loaded van and car 
pull up to a hotel door, and 16 
people from Texas and Cascadia 
[Pacific Northwest] sprint in. A 
guard quickly radios for more se- 
curity and for the Dallas police to 
form a cordon inside, across from 
the ballroom entrance. 

Inside: Boise, Roseburg Forest 
Products (RFP), North-Pacific 
Group (NORPAC) and Arauco are 
among those who sponsor, buy, 
sell and profit from the 650-mem- 
ber North American Wholesale 
Lumber Association (NAWLA). 

These timber executives have just come off the trading 
floor, where they have crafted new multi-million dollar 
deals that will leave more indigenous cultures threatened 
and species extinct. 

Outside In: At full speed, the sprinters hit the security 
line. Some get past and into the room of shocked 
cocktailers, some are tackled by security and held hard on 
the carpet. 

Inside: Boise knows that universities, such as Notre 
Dame and the University of North Carolina, have re- 
cently canceled contracts for its office products. RFP 
knows people treesit, lock-down and fuck shit up in the 
forests it is cutting in Oregon. NORPAC admits that 
nearly half of its profits are drawn from endangered 
forests. Arauco knows full well that it traffics in blood 
timber from the continued genocide of indigenous cul- 
tures in Chile. 

Inside Out: Puffs of sawdust shower down on timber 
barons, as two women who made it into the party shout 
at the disrupted red-faced men. One by one the forest 
defenders are jostled to the exit, but they refuse to leave 
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the premises until all 16 are free 
to go together. Throughout, 
both executives and cops are 
forced to hear about their roles 
in ecocide and genocide. Three 
corporate executives whisper to 
a tackled forest defender as he's 
led out, "Nice job." A cop cries 
while hearing about the 
Mapuche of Chile. The 16 circle, 
give thanks and leave the hotel. 

Bumps, sprains and a little 
blood were small prices to pay 
for the strong message that was 
sent by bodies flying into the 
security apparatus put in place 
to protect North America's real 
eco-terrorists. Most importantly, 
the suits were seriously tweaked 
by the intensity of power lev- 
eled against them. Bottomlines 
are now under real threat — that 
was the sentiment heard by clan- 
destine activists who eaves- 
dropped on cafe conversations 
among the timber barons. 

Earlier in the day, a storm of 
actions included Buddha, ban- 
ner and band. It began when a 
robed member of the band, Sis- 
ters of the Revolution, bowed 
and gave offerings to sacred, stolen Buddhist objects that 
now serve as decoration at the Wyndham-Anatole Hotel. 

The Rainforest Action Network dropped a banner in the 
atrium, which sported a silhouette of a clearcut, "Boise 
and NAWLA: Lumbering toward Extinction." Boise re- 
mains the largest public lands logging company behind 
the horror stories in forests around the planet. 

Southern Oregon's Oxygen Collective led a revolution- 
ary marching band through the swanky lobby with drums, 
whistles, flags, singing and dancing. More than 1,000 
NAWLA members were transfixed while waiting for the 
RFP-sponsored luncheon. Some even mistook the band 
for a legitimate part of the festivities. That is, until they 
saw the "Allyn Ford is an Ecocidal Maniac" flag. 

For more than $10,000, Allyn Ford, Umpqua Bank's 
chairman and RFP's owner, got his corporate name as the 
sponsor of the meeting's opening meal. He also got 12 
people handing out flyers, yelling and deploying two high- 
pitched, 120-decibel screamers. Still, this is but a token 
response to a man whose company is simultaneously 
logging three old-growth forest timber sales in Oregon. 



Unfurling the truth about NAWLA 





NAWLA Welcoming Committee 

Allyn Ford's active RFP sales include the Peak Timber 
Sale in the Rogue River National Forest, where a resur- 
gence of southern Oregon direct action is in flower. This 
man is also buying mills in Montana and must be stopped! 

Whenever they went outside, NAWLA members found 
bridges and billboards plastered with posters declaring, 
"NAWLA=Blood Timber" and "Arauco=Blood Timber." 
Arauco was attending this year's meeting to sell genocidal 
pine. It creates the market incentive to steal indigenous 
land in Chile and to destroy the ancient temperate 
rainforest there. Local mills can't work the big trees, 
so they are cut and burned to make way for California 
pine plantations. 

In Dallas, on the second day of actions we were met 
with heavy police force. Most hotel entrances were blocked 
off. All of the cars entering were questioned. Despite this, 
a march of 50 protestors managed to shut down the main 
hotel entrance for more than an hour. Participants in- 
cluded the Boise dinosaur, Stumpy the stump and the 
NAWLA monster, an elaborate shopping cart with spiked 
wings and teeth. Three locals were arrested and were 


released by evening. It was an amazing two days of actions 
that surely left the timber barons' bellies in knots. 

As if all this wasn't enough to ruin hundreds of corpo- 
rate days, a major national lumber retailer, BMC West, 
had one of its warehouses stickered. When activists asked 
to meet with management, they called headquarters and 
subsequently shut down the warehouse for a couple of 
hours. Actions also happened at BMC West stores in Texas 
and Oregon. Witness yet another company learning the 
hard way that we will not back down in the face of such 
hideous oppression. 

This campaign against NAWLA got started about a year 
ago when ForestEthics tried something difficult. Rather 
than going after the logging and milling companies that 
are directly destroying the forests, and rather than going 
after the retailers vulnerable to consumer demands, it 
began to target the middlemen. (Note: There are very few 
middlewomen in this good ol' boys club.) 

NAWLA had flown under the movement radar since 
before there was a movement. This despite the fact that 
NAWLA proudly proclaims in its own written history that 
it was the behind-the-scenes force that opened public 
lands to logging more than 100 years ago. It was at the 
June junket in Colorado Springs that NAWLA first heard 
from the forest. The board of directors meeting was 
disrupted, and a banner was dropped from the hotel 
where they were meeting. 

Of course, anyone can join the fun. We'll welcome 
NAWLA on May 5-7, 2003, at the Rancho Las Palmas 
Marriott Resort and Spa in Rancho Mirage, California. 
NAWLA is always holding smaller events around the 
country. It has member companies in most states. Every 
little bit of solidarity helps to drive home the message that 
the logging industry's profit comes from oppression, and 
it needs to end. 

For more information, visit www.lumbenorg; 
www.forestethics.org. 

Tim Ream is currently on the road for the forests and is a 
regular contributor to the Journal. 


Blood + Timber = Arauco 


BY SlTCHENSIS 

One of the lesser-known companies targeted at the 
meetings of North American Wholesale Lumber Associa- 
tion was Arauco, Chile's top wood pulp exporter. Arauco 
is owned and controlled by Carter Holt Harvey, a subsid- 
iary of the world's largest forest products company, Inter- 
national Paper. 

Arauco owns more than one million acres of forest lands 
in Chile that were acquired at bargain basement prices 
during Augusto Pinochet's dictatorship. 

Besides making money on converting South America's 
temperate rainforests into pine tree farms, Arauco plays a 
significant role in the oppression of the Mapuche people. 
Traditionally hunter gatherers, the Mapuche have been 
forced from their ancestral homelands and their means of 
subsistence has been destroyed. Nearly all of Arauco's 


holdings are on Mapuche lands. Much of the land was 
actually legally "granted" to the Mapuche during the 
Salvador Allende presidency and then retaken by the 
Pinochet government. 

The nearly one million Mapuche are arguably the most 
impoverished social group in Chile and are regularly 
victims of racial discrimination and government repres- 
sion. The Mapuche are painfully aware of the wrongs 
perpetrated against them by the colonialists and now by 
corporations like Arauco. Their livelihood and culture is 
intertwined with the life of the forest. 

It's great to see people drawing attention toward 
Arauco in solidarity with the Mapuche and Chile's 
rainforests. Needless to say, a lot more help is needed. 

For more information on the Mapuche, Arauco and 
International Paper, visit www.mapuche-nation.org; 
www.endgame.org/global-ip.html. 


January-February 2003 Earth First! Page 7 






by Justin Ruben 

On October 31, thousands of people from around the world 
gathered in Quito, Ecuador, to protest the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) 
ministerial summit. 

Trade representatives 
from 34 countries 
hammered out the sec- 
ond draft of the agree- 
ment, which would 
"unite the economies 
of the Western Hemi- 
sphere into a single free 
trade area," resulting 
in tremendous human 
rights violations and 
ecological devastation. 

The Journal received 
the following eyewit- 
ness account from a 
US activist in Quito. 

I don't know if I feel like crying because I am so moved by 
what I saw today, because my mucous membranes are shot to 
hell from too much tear gas or out of sheer exhaustion. 

Tonight, I watched some of the most oppressed people in 
the world confront some of the most influential. I watched a 
group of poor farmers, indigenous people and workers speak, 
shout, sing truth to power. 1 think I watched the terrain of 
hemispheric politics shift before my eyes. I feel so inspired, 
and I feel so humbled. 

When the day started, I was 13 miles south of Quito, with 
maybe 300 indigenas. We were one of two protest caravans 
that had crossed the country to spread the word about the 
protest against the FTAA summit. The other caravan reported 
that it had 80 people. "And this is how it ends," I thought. 
"Four months of work, promising reporters, funders and 
countless activists in North America that thousands of people 
would come to dismpt the FTAA ministerial meeting. And we 
were going to end up with 500 people rallying in a park." 
However, soon after we got down off the buses and began the 
seven-mile trek to Quito, the number of people seemed to 
mysteriously increase. 

The procession was a riot of color, and people lined the 
streets to watch as it passed by. One shopkeeper explained to 
me that the indigenous people were like burros, dragging 
along the rest of the country — who also are opposed to the 
FTAA but who let the indigenous movement carry the torch 
for their opposition. 

When we finally reached our destination, we rounded the 
comer and found up to 6,000 people waiting. As the two 
groups approached each other, people on each side were 
visibly stirred. Some began to run. At this point, I realized that 
after months of frantic organizing, the mobilization was a 
reality, that we had already won, that thousands of campesinos 


and indigenas had come to Quito to reject US-style "free” trade. 
And I simply began to bawl. 

Our group continued toward the Marriott hotel, where trade 
ministers from North and South America were arriving to 
negotiate a treaty that would wipe out small 
farmers, hand corporations a sweeping set 
of tools to evade environmental, consumer 
and labor laws, as well as force the 
privatization of water, health care, educa- 
tion, culture and biodiversity. 

As we headed north, we were joined by 
large groups of campesinos, students, trade 
unionists and international activists that 
had already been fighting battles with 
the police. 

The march was led by a line of campesino 
and indigenous leaders ( dirigentes ) walking 
arm-in-arm, preceded by a shaman con- 
ducting rites to improve the success of our 
efforts. We were soon stopped by several 
hundred riot police. The dirigentes asked to 
send a delegation of 
civil society groups 
into the summit to 
deliver a giant letter 
containing thou- 
sands of proposals 
and comments from 
campesinos who 
couldn't come to the 
protest. The request 
was soundly refused. 

They deliberated 
and decided to head 
west toward the 
Volcan Pichincha. 
As we rounded the 
corner, we saw at 
least a thousand 
people ahead of us. 
More groups drifted 
in from the sides, 
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Americas (ALCA/FTAA). No to capitalism, and soon the Street 
was packed for perhaps eight or 10 blocks, with more people 
out of sight. There must have been between eight and 15,000 
people. There were giant puppets, a smattering of black-clad 
anarchists, labor leaders, a surprising number of international 
activists and lots of campesinos. From 75-year-old women to 
small children, everyone was visibly thrilled to be there. 

The police began to volley tear gas both at and over the 
crowd — so that as people ran away, they ran into more gas. I 
walked until I couldn't see or breathe, then began to mn, then 
someone grabbed my hand and led me away. The president of 
the National Judicial Workers Union was hit with three tear gas 

continued on page 54 
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Beneath the Silence, Beneath the Shouting... 

Quito Says No FTAA 


The following letter was written by a farmer who, like thousands 
of others, traveled across Eaiador to protest the recent ministerial 
summit of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). Following 
fierce street protests, the author was among 45 people who went 
into the summit to speak with the trade representatives. 

On October 31, after traveling 560 miles, over mountains, 
through cities and several rural communities, I remember 
that we entered Quito, with green pennants and rainbow 
flags (the symbol of the indigenous and campesino, or small 
farmer, movements). We 
carried a resplendent sun 
across which was writ- 
ten, "No to the FTAA! 

Another America is Pos- 
sible!" We also brought a 
giant letter written by the 
Indians and campesinos 
of southern Ecuador that 
contained proposed al- 
ternatives to free trade. 

It measured more than 
65 feet in length and was 
signed by thousands of 
people unable to come 
to Quito themselves. 

We shouted; we sang; 
we ran. Not our lips, but 
our hearts chanted, "No 
queremos y no nos da la 
gana ser una colonia 
norteamericana, y si 
queremos y si nos da la gana ser America Fatina, libre y soberana." 
(We don't want to be a North American colony, and we do 
want to be Latin America, sovereign and free). From the 
podium we spoke — the small farmers and indigenous people 
of the nation and the continent. We told the ministers: "We 
are in desperate shape. You couldn’t possibly understand; 
you were born in golden cradles and have never suffered. " We 
shouted at them, "With the FTAA will come more pain for our 
children and the children of our children." 

To Bob Zoellick, the US trade representative, a US citizen 
yelled from his seat: "Never again can you claim that the 
people of Latin America are begging for free trade, because 
today the civil society of the hemisphere has unequivocally 
rejected the FTAA and the neoliberal economic model." 

Accompanying him was another gringo who shouted, "I 
am a US citizen, and I am ashamed at what you are doing in 
my name — pushing the FTAA, which would create misery 
and poverty throughout Latin America and would also hurt 
many North Americans." 

In front of us were many of the economic and foreign 
ministers of the hemisphere, including Zoellick. Because 
some of the ministers had refused to meet with civil society 
groups, there were also many empty seats. I didn't know 
which was more inert: the empty seats or the ministers. They 


sat in silence, despite the cries of "No to the FTAA!" that filled 
the room. 

What lay beneath that silence? Maybe the ministers thought 
about how to bring us to our knees, or perhaps how to silence 
those gringos who said no to the FTAA. Who knows, maybe 
they thought about how, by way of vengeance, to speed up 
the free market, Plan Colombia, Plan Dignidad, Plan Puebla 
Panama and the Andean Regional Initiative in order to enrich 
the largest multinational corporations. Maybe they even 

thought about how to 
make laws that would 
condemn us as terror- 
ists, although we have 
neither bombs nor guns. 

What lay beneath the 
shouting? It was clear: 
We saw the hopes and 
dreams of our commu- 
nities and villages; we 
saw the splendor and 
beauty of our fields, al- 
pine meadows and 
mountains. With joy, 
we saw all of you, thou- 
| sands, perhaps millions, 
.» who, without being 
5! here, were nonetheless 
I with us. We rejoiced to 
know that the people of 
North America and the 
world are bound forever 
to the people of Ecuador and Latin America. 

Finally, we want to tell you the following: They will try to 
sign the FTAA, to privatize our oil just as they will our 
mountains. But we the boas* of Amazonia will continue to 
work magic. We the condors of the Andes will continue flying 
free until we are able to build a new country, a new America, 
a new democracy. Those boas and those condors are all of 
you — and they are all of us — and together we form the seeds 
of a new world. 

The author is a member of the Confederacion Nacional del 
Seguro Campesino de Ecuador (CONFEUNASSC) — a diverse 
network of indigenous and campesino organizations who 
share common roots inspired by their relations with the 
natural world. 

CONFEUNASSC was formed in 1978 to provide villages with 
health clinics, popular education and social security in ways 
keeping with their traditional cultures and small-scale farming. 
CONFEUNASSC has taken part in countless mobilizations, occu- 
pations, strikes and uprisings, including the recent anti-FTAA 
protests in Quito. For more information, contact ssc- 
cnc@campesinos-fmlgt.org.ec. 

*For many indigenous Amazonian cultures, boa constrictors have 
special powers and are considered potent symbols of strength. 



On October 3 1, thousands of farmers and indigenous people protested the 
devastating human and environmental effects expected from the FTAA. 
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Refusing Plan Puebla Panama 


Blockades Spring Up Throughout the Americas 


by the ACERCA/ASEJ Collective 

Sixty thousand people, with banners 
raised, voices lifted, rejecting the Plan 
Puebla Panama (PPP) and celebrating 
510 years of resistance to the coloniza- 
tion of the Americas — that was what 
happened on Octo- 
ber 1 2. Those 60,000 
people gathered 
in small towns 
throughout the US 
and on dirt roads in 
Central American 
villages, as well as in 
the largest cities and 
in the middle of the 
largest highways. 

From Canada to Co- 
lombia, they pro- 
tested in front of US 
embassies, Inter- 
American Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) 
and World Bank of- 
fices, Spanish em- 
bassies, monuments 
to Christopher Co- 
lumbus and the 
headquarters of cor- 
porations involved 
in the PPP. 

Essentially a plan to transform much 
of southern Mexico and Central America 
into a network of transit corridors and 
maquiladora zones, the PPP literally 
paves the way for the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA) (see EF!J Septem- 
ber-October 2002). Rural and indigenous 
communities that would be directly ef- 
fected by the PPP understand this only 
too well, and on October 1 2, they showed 
fierce opposition to both measures. 

The Pan-American highway was shut 
down at dozens of points, in every coun- 
try from the US to Panama. Close to the 
Mexican border, in Cologenango, Gua- 
temala, 1,000 Maya people barricaded 
the highway with rocks and planks of 
wood embedded with nails as they lis- 
tened to speeches by leaders of peasant 
groups opposed to the PPP. Protesters 
vowed that they would not allow the 
construction of hydroelectric dams on 
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the Usamacinta River. The river acts as 
the life of the indigenous people of the 
region and is threatened by the PPP. 

Protesters in Guatemala also took over 
the international airport in Peten — where 
tourists come to visit the famous Tikal 
mins. In addition, a raucous rally was 


organized at the offices of Union Fenosa, 
a Spanish corporation that is involved in 
the PPP and trying to privatize electricity 
in Nicaragua and Guatemala. 

In Chiapas, Mexico, more than 50 
peasant and civil groups organized 12 
roadblocks on major interstate high- 
ways and roads connecting Mexico and 
Guatemala. In one location, 250 people 
held a blockade for 24 hours on the 
south frontier highway. 

In another case, more than 1,000 
people from the Association of Indig- 
enous Communities of the Northern 
Zone of the Isthmus (UCIZONI) 
blocked the Trans-Isthmus highway 
on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec in 
Mexico, as well as the highway in 
Veracruz. They voiced their rejection 
of the PPP and FTAA plans, which 
exclude indigenous input and pro- 
pose the pillaging of natural resources. 


UCIZONI Coordinator Carlos Beas 
Torres said, "PPP means the construc- 
tion of dams, highways and port ex- 
pansions. In other words, things that 
advance the expansion of multina- 
tional corporations in the region. This 
means the immediate expulsion of 
our communities 
from our lands." 

Salvadoran orga- 
nizers stretched the 
"day of action" to 
an entire week, start- 
ing with blockades 
on key transit routes 
on October 12 and 
continuing each day 
until the week ended 
on a hopeful note: a 
seed-conservation 
fair organized in re- 
sistance to genetic 
engineering. 

In Costa Rica, 
Honduras and Nica- 
ragua, indigenous 
people demon- 
strated outside the 
World BankandIDB 
offices. The IDB is 
the institution fund- 
ing much of the PPP 
development schemes. In Managua, 
Nicaragua, demonstrators managed to 
shut down the IDB offices for the day. 

A network of more than 30 organiza- 
tions and 4,000 people blockaded the 
Honduran borders of Guatemala, El Sal- 
vador and Nicaragua to protest various 
governmental institutions. In addition, 
Mexican and US activists collaborated 
to shut down both sides of the border in 
San Diego/Tijuana, El Paso/Ciudad 
Juarez and Nogales, Arizona/Sonora. 

Two thousand people marched in 
Santiago, Chile, to support the ances- 
tral and land rights of the Mapuche 
people. On the same day, a group of 
200 Mapuche people reached the city 
of Concepcion after marching 300 
miles. They were protesting the con- 
struction of the Ralco dam mega- 
project, which will flood Mapuche 
lands. Similarly, indigenous activists 



On October 12, 30,000 protestors closed roads and borders into El Salvador to 
protest the PPP and FTAA. These farmers are blocking a road with rocks and a sign: 

"Yes to agriculture; no to free trade agreements." 




from Panama marched 200 miles from 
Costa Rica to Panama City to protest 
the ecological destruction caused by 
mining on their lands. 

In more than 20 North American 
cities, community organizations led ral- 
lies and protests in solidarity. As part of 
a rally attended by 300 people, "George 
Bush" and "Chris- 
topher Columbus" 
crashed the Ithaca, 

New York, farmers' 
market, claiming 
they had come to 
conquer. Huge 
Zapatista dolls pa- 
raded through the 
streets of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. In Washington, DC, 
Vernon Bellecourt, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, splashed his 
own blood on the Columbus statue. 

In spite of the stunning array of 
actions with clear political messages, 
the mainstream media missed the 
point. The Associated Press reported 
that the actions were "protesting Co- 
lumbus Day and celebrating the 


region's Indian heritage." Yet there 
was so much more. 

Teodosio Angel of UCIZONI explained 
a few days before October 12: "We will 
block roads, ports and borders and will 
protest multinationals like Coca-Cola 
to demand that corporations and gov- 
ernments stop robbing our natural 


resources and basic rights. For 5 1 0 years, 
governments and corporations have 
ignored us, and it continues today with 
the PPP." 

Bertha Caceres of COPINH (National 
Civic Council of Indigenous and Popu- 
lar Communities of Honduras) re- 
minded all of us of the human element 
of the October 12 actions. In an inter- 
view broadcast on Free Speech Radio, 


Caceres noted, "This entire package of 
economic policies impacts certain sec- 
tors more strongly, especially women. 
The privatization of water, of health, of 
education, affects women — especially 
single women with several children. In 
a place where many households are 
nearly destitute, the impact would es- 
sentially be the 
utter denial of 
our basic rights — 
the right to wa- 
ter, to health, to 
education." 

For more infor- 
mation on the re- 
sistance to the 
PPP, contact Ac- 
tion for Community and Ecology in the 
Regions of Central America, POB 57, 
Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863-0571; 
info@asej.org; www.acerca.org. 

ACERCA is a collective of activists and 
organizers who are working to protect the 
ecological and cultural integrity of Central 
America. ACERCA worked with dozens of 
organizations across the US and Canada to 
prepare for the day of action on October 1 2. 


We will block roads, ports and borders to demand that 
corporations stop robbing our natural resources and basic 
rights. For 510 years, governments and corporations have 
ignored us, and it continues today with the PPP 


Decolonizing Denver 

20 Arrested at Columbus Day Protests 



by Heather Ajani 

This year's Transform Columbus Day events kicked off 
with a two-day series of workshops at Auraria College in 
downtown Denver, Colorado. 

The speakers and workshops fo- 
cused on confronting racism, a 
theme that permeated the week- 
end as activists and anarchists 
from around the country gath- 
ered to stop the "official" Colum- 
bus Day parade. 

The morning of October 12, 
began with a Four Directions 
March led by the American In- 
dian Movement. Thousands of 
participants started from the 
north, east, south and west and 
converged in the middle of Den- 
ver, where different ceremonial dances and rituals were 
performed. Folks then headed across the street to the 
state capital, where people spoke about the injustices of 
celebrating Columbus Day. 

Later that afternoon, the crowd split into sections and 
headed to locations throughout Denver to rally against 
several racist institutions, including the police depart- 
ment, banks, newspapers and the FBI. A cardboard plaque 


The US celebration of Columbus Day started in Denver, 
Colorado, and activists vow to stop it there. 


was left at each location, declaring the institution re- 
sponsible for perpetuating racism and the genocide of 
indigenous peoples. 

Different tactics were used to try to shut down the 
parade — barricades were taken 
down, jumped over and even 
moved but to no avail. However, 
a group of young women, ranging 
from 13-15 years old, did manage 
to stop the parade for five min- 
utes by holding hands across the 
route and linking together. 

The heavy police presence led 
to serious abuse by the Denver 
Police Department. Several people 
were detained against a wall, while 
their comrades gathered around 
and chanted: "Let them go!" Po- 
lice officers tried to disperse the 
onlookers; some even manhandled women, grabbing 
their breasts in an attempt to physically move them. A 
gun was pointed at one woman as the police officer told 
her to move away from a parade supporter who was 
verbally attacking her and shouting racial slurs. 

In the end, more than 20 people were arrested through- 
out the day as they attempted to stop a celebration of 
colonization, genocide and exploitation. 
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LAnive^sify of ]KA i n nesota Buys into 
Cultural (genocide, on yWt. Cvi*al\am 


by Dwight Metzger 

On October 11, a circle of Apache, Ojibwe and Dakota 
spiritual leaders and their supporters ended the Mount 
Graham spiritual encampment at the University of Min- 
nesota (U of M). The four-day ceremony and protest 
brought together the prayers and actions of hundreds of 
people. Their intent was to derail a decision by the U of M 
to buy a five per- 
cent share into the 
Mount Graham 
telescope project in 
southeastern Ari- 
zona. The project 
is desecrating a 
mountain (known 
as Dzil Nchaa Si An) 
sacred to Western 
Apaches and is de- 
stroying its old- 
growth habitat, 
home to 18 en- 
demic species. 

As refined as any 
of the myriad con- 
nections that wove 
together an enve- 
lope of hope, the 
words and songs 
during the closing 
circle marked a pas- 
sage into the past and the future. It was a point in time 
that can be singled out for its example of perfect clarity. 

"We will always be with you. We will always be with you. 
We will always be with you." Eight times these words were 
bellowed by Clyde Bellecourt, co-founder of the American 
Indian Movement, each time heard louder and resonating 
deeper. Participants exchanged prayers and plans to move 
forward together, demonstrating their commitment to the 
continued struggle for life and the land. Long Autumn 
shadows crossed our circle to mimic the contrast of a great 
light shining on a dark political day in Minneapolis. Our 
relations embraced the light with dignity, and a collective 
comfort eased the bringing down of the teepees and the 
sacred fire into the ground, to go on with things. 

The vote by the U of M board of regents to buy into the 
desecration of Mount Graham came a day before the 
510th anniversary of Columbus Day, but it did not come 
easily. During the past 10 months, Mount Graham had 
become a heated issue at the university. Opposition 
resolutions and letters — from Minnesota tribes, Ameri- 
can Indian leaders, scholars and the university's own 
advisory committees — all uncompromisingly condemned 
U of M's plans to invest in the telescope project. 


Demonstrations brought many of Minneapolis' pro- 
gressive people together in solidarity with the traditional 
Apaches, including cultural activists, environmentalists, 
religious community leaders and students. Delegations of 
San Carlos and White Mountain Apaches stood together 
with their indigenous allies from the north. Their power- 
ful rituals and manifestation of Earth-based spirituality 
spawned relationships and actions, which struck at the 

heart of this con- 
flicted institution. 

Demanding to 
be Heard 

A raucous rally 
in front of the re- 
gents' headquar- 
ters on October 10, 
was doubled in 
numbers when 
joined by 100 stu- 
dents from the 
Heart of the Earth 
Survival School, 
and it quickly took 
over the finance 
committee meet- 
ing on the tele- 
scope issue. 

The ban on pub- 
lic comment was 
overturned when 
Rita McDonald, from the Sisters of St. Joseph (celebrat- 
ing her 80th birthday!), disrupted the meeting and 
demanded that the traditional Apaches be given a chance 
to speak. 

A gavel was pounded to try to bring order, yet the power 
had shifted. The U of M's attempt to censor presentations 
from the traditional Apaches was ignored by the people, 
whose impassioned testimonies condemned a U of M 
plan to acculturate and bribe them. 

Seemingly touched after listening to the Apaches, the 
committee chairman reversed his publicly stated posi- 
tion in favor of the telescopes and moved to vote 
against the plan. He was joined by another regent 
whose research of the project had left her with grave 
concerns about human rights violations. Two votes for 
the telescopes left the decision at a tie, thus a heated 
discussion followed. 

Elected to serve as yes-men and women for the univer- 
sity administration, the individual regents were faced 
with the personal dilemma of whether to uphold their 
moral responsibilities or to cave in to the powerful re- 
search lobby and accept the U of M's plan to disregard 
Apache religious freedom. 



On October 10, hundreds of people rallied in Minnesota to protest the U of M's 
plan to join the controversial telescope project on top of Mount Graham. 
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The deciding vote to move forward and invest in the 
telescope project came with a hollow media spin. It was 
suggested that the university was offering a concession by 
promoting Apache access to Mount Graham. 

Regent Frank Berman voted that U of M should join the 
project, reinforcing the lack of integrity that university 
administrators had in dealing with the serious cultural 
implications of their research ambitions. 

One regent went so far as to tell the traditional 
Apaches that they "will learn to like this," and their 
children will benefit from the development of Mount 
Graham for telescopes. 

You Will Learn to Like This 

In 1992, the University of Arizona (U of A) commis- 
sioned a strategy from a public relations firm on how to 
deal with the Mount Graham controversy surrounding its 
telescope project. Although the report recommended aban- 
doning the mountain, so as to not provoke an irreconcil- 
able conflict with Native Americans, it went on to suggest 
a divide and conquer strategy to marginalize traditional 
Apaches who oppose the telescopes. The plan recom- 
mended offering bribes to the tribe in an effort to divide 
the elected tribal leaders from the traditional people. Both 
the San Carlos and White Mountain Tribal Councils op- 
pose telescope development on Mount Graham. 

In February 2002, the U of A resurrected its strategy in 
desperation after Apaches held a protest on the U of A 
campus, demanding that the university stop the desecra- 
tion of Mount Graham and its disregard for Apache 
religious freedom. Despite the foundations of fraudulent 
biology, institutional racism and political bullying on 
which this project has been built, the U of A has refused 
to let anything stand in the way of its plans for a giant 
astrophysical complex on Mount Graham. 



The ban on public comment about the U of M's telescope project was 


overturned when protesters disrupted the regents' meeting and 
demanded that the traditional Apaches be given a chance to speak. 

In an attempt to appear concerned, the U of M has 
recommended cultural exchanges and advisory commit- 
tees to "help" the Apache. That any of these vague offers 
(i.e. bribes) would ever happen, let alone address the 
needs of the Apache people, didn't seem to be of concern 
to the U of M. 



Billionaire Stanley Hubbard found out the hard way that his five 
million dollar donation to the U ofM astronomy program was 
going to be used to desecrate a sacred site. 


Billionaire Stanley Hubbard found out the hard way 
that his five million dollar donation to the U of M 
astronomy program was going to be used to desecrate a 
sacred site. A late-night action on September 24, left a 60- 
foot banner hanging on his KSTP-TV transmission tower. 
A press conference the next morning turned into a spir- 
ited protest to expose Hubbard's disregard for Apache 
tribal opposition to the telescopes. When he declared that 
he was lied to by the U of M, the university quickly 
diffused the embarrassing situation by announcing its 
intent to join the project — with a public relations spin 
that it would try to help the Apache people. 

Generations of Resistance 

The U of M's five percent partnership in the telescope 
project will do little to save the face of the U of A's Mount 
| Graham fiasco. More than 20 research institutions have 
I walked away from this astronomical pariah. The large 
c binocular telescope was to have been completed on Octo- 
f ber 12, 1992. Ten years later, its monstrous shell sits on the 
| mountain without mirrors and is years away from comple- 
| tion. Plagued with atmospheric turbulence and cloud 
cover, the viewing on Mount Graham is marginal at best. 

Regardless of the opportunity that has been lost by both 
universities to take an ethical stand on the Mount Gra- 
ham issue, the impact of the resistance campaign and 
coalition-building amongst those involved will be felt for 
generations. In our coming together, we start to break 
down barriers. It is a great gift to walk together long 
enough to know that our paths are connected. 

For more information, visit www.mountgraham.org. 

Dwight Metzger lives in Tucson, Arizona. 
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Walking the Road of Nuclear Resistance 
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Family Spirit Walk protest at the Las Vegas federal building on October 7 


by Oak "Tree" Walker 

Good morning, relatives. 

I give thanks once again for this new day. I ask that the ancestors 
of this land be with ns today and give us permission to pass through 
in a good way. 

I pray for the healing of the abuse and neglect that this land has 
suffered. I pray for all the people who have been affected by the 
terrible nuclear cycle, for the uranium miners and their families, for 
the people living dowttwind. I pray for all those whose communities 
are dumped on and who are faced with sickness and death due to 
radiation and contamination. I pray for the natives of this land who 
are still strong despite centuries of genocide and colonization, for 
the soldiers whose lives are endangered every day and for the 
military people who created this nightmare. I ask that our prayers 
and actions today open their eyes and change their hearts in a good 
way. I pray for the healing of this land, and I have a song... 

With words of prayer like these, shared quietly around a 
sacred fire in the desert chill just before dawn, 30 activists 
from around the world began each day of our 800-mile 
Family Spirit Walk. Guided by natives of the land, through 
four states and the sovereign territory of nearly a dozen 
indigenous nations, our family of walkers sought to raise 
awareness about the perils of nuclear radiation. We sought to 
encourage the healing of the land and to put an end to the 
industrial and military practices that Native American activ- 
ist Ward Churchill has called "radioactive colonialism." 
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Our walk, organized by the Las Vegas-based Shundahai 
Network, began on native land in New Mexico next to the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory, the scientific factory that pro- 
duced the first atomic bomb. Taking up land indigenous to 
the Tewa people from the Santa Clara and San Ildefonso 
pueblos, the laboratory cuts the Tewa off from their tradi- 
tional shrines, which are either fenced off or contaminated. 
The groundwater in the area has also been contaminated. 

Today, the "war on terrorism" has been a boon for Los 
Alamos: The US military has asked the laboratory to design a 
new "bunker-busting" nuclear bomb, and roughly 1 ,000 new 
employees were hired in 2002. Yet justice for the Tewa nation 
has been denied. Los Alamos scientists refuse to admit the 
connection between their nuclear experimentation and 
the elevated rates of cancer and birth defects found among 
the neighboring Tewa. 

After our trek was blessed by Tewa spiritual leaders and 
community activists, and we received the sacred staff that we 
would carry for the duration of our journey, we began to walk. 

The Nuclear Death Cycle 

Since the start of the Manhattan Project in 1942, native 
communities in the Southwest have borne a disproportion- 
ate share of the social and ecological fallout from the deadly 
addiction to nuclear power and weapons in the US. From 
uranium mining and nuclear testing to the transport and 
storage of radioactive waste, the original inhabitants of the 


photo courtesy Shundahai Network 


Great Basin and Colorado Plateau have been negatively 
impacted by every stage of the nuclear cycle. 

In the US, two-thirds of all known reserves of uranium lie 
underneath Native American reservations. The bulk of ura- 
nium mining has occurred around the Colorado Plateau, a 
vast swath of land stretching from Albuquerque in the east to 
Las Vegas in the west and encompassing the Grand Canyon. 
This area is home to the greatest concentration of indigenous 
populations remaining in North America. More than 1,000 
abandoned uranium mines lie on the Navajo reservation, 
largely without any attempt to cover or restrain the toxic 
waste. Our route took us by much of this land. 

At our roadside camp north of Tuba City, a Dine man 
described how, as a child, he played atop piles of leftover 
uranium tailings. Unfortunately, his story is not unique. It is 
indicative of a history of racist and criminal negligence that 
has exposed the Dine, and others, to extreme health risks. 
Enlisted to help the war effort during both World War II and 
the Cold War, Dine uranium miners lacked access to uncon- 
taminated drinking water and labored without protection in 
air thick with dust that was, even by 1950 standards, 750 
times more radioactive than accepted limits. By 1990, out of 
3,500 individuals who mined uranium in New Mexico, 450 
had died of cancer, more than 10 times the average rate in 
unexposed populations. 

In 1979, the world's largest radioactive spill occurred on 
the Navajo reservation in Church Rock, New Mexico, 
contaminating Dine land and the Rio Puerco. Since then, 
the land has not been cleaned up, and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has chosen it as a 


The Spirit Walk Circle 

Our walk was long and excruciating, but ultimately an 
invigorating and healing process of becoming a collective 
that moved forward together in a true spirit of solidarity and 
love. Through two months of cooking, eating, camping, 
playing music, talking, joking and — most of all — walking and 
praying together, our group of disparate walkers fused into a 
tightly knit community that came to function, more or less, 
as one single family. 

As with any family, arguments broke out, nerves frayed and 
controversies erupted. Yet our basic commitment to each 
other, and to our common purpose, never wavered. Many of 
us came to believe that this was due to the conscious and 
focused way in which we integrated spiritual activity into our 
daily experience together. Collectively, through the sacred 
objects we carried and the sacred ceremonies we performed, 
we put spiritual intent into the physically and emotionally 
arduous direct action we were doing together. 

And how did it feel to walk hundreds of miles? For Marieke, 
one of three on the walk from Belgium, the entire walk was 
enriching, because everything that happened "contained a 
lesson that I had to learn on my spiritual path or provided 
some confirmation for that path. Every walk feels healing to 
me because it seems that walking is the right rhythm for a 
human being, and the more I am aware of every step I take, 
the more I get reconnected to Mother Earth." 

Marc, a walker from Gallup, New Mexico, who organized 
many of the practical details of the walk, echoed this senti- 
ment: "The more we walk, the more we come into harmony 

with the ways of our 
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of Hopi and federal government officials to relocate them 
from their land to expand the Peabody coal mine. 

The incredible courage, kindness and simplicity of these 
beautiful people touched our hearts. We were welcomed by 
Dine-speaking grandmothers who live alone on their land, 
hauling their own water and chopping their own firewood. If 
people from the cities of the Southwest could meet with the 
grandmothers and share their way of life for a day or two, as 
we did, would our society's allegiance to the vicious "civiliza- 


When we arrived at the anti-nuclear peace camp next to the 
Nevada Test Site, many walkers felt as if our journey together 
had not yet been completed. Further steps, literally, would 
have to be taken. An affinity group of walkers decided to 
prolong our action by walking to Mercury, the restricted- 
access military town inside the test site. From Los Alamos to 
Mercury, from one place that for decades has been the ground 
zero for acting out the brutal dreams of absolute power and 
destruction to another, our walk came full circle. 


tion" that is draining the life from this land weaken? 

As we walked, we gained an intimacy with the land that can 
never be attainable from within the manufactured glass and 
steel of a speeding car. We witnessed ecosystems change 
around us, from desert to forest and back to desert again. We 
waved to passersby in their vehicles and shared words of 
explanation and encouragement with curious travelers who 
stopped to see why we were snaking single-file along the local 
highway. We spoke with people in the communities we 
passed through. Always, we prayed to the ancestors of the 
land for safe passage along our way. 


I pray for the healing of this land, and I have a song: 

I hear the voices of the Grandmothers calling me. I hear the voices 
of the Grandfathers calling me. 

They say: "Wake up, wake up. " They say: “Wake up, wake up. 
Listen, listen. Listen, listen: 

May the rivers all run clear. May the mountains be unspoiled. 
May the air be pure. May the trees stand tall. 

May the Earth be loved by all... May the Earth be shared by all. " 
Oak "Tree" Walker is a forest defender and hobo revolutionary 
from northern California who journeyed with the Family Spirit 
Walk from Gallup, New Mexico, to the Nevada Test Site. 
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Reclaiming Mercury's Twilight Zone 
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No trespassing sign looking toward Mercury, Nevada 


by Andrew Freeman 

There's something about being denied access to a town that is 
really frustrating. While I was at the peace camp, staring into the 
distance at the yellow lights of Mercury, Nevada, I decided I had 
to go there. I had other motivations too... 

At the Nevada Test Site Action for Nuclear Abolition 
gathering in October, some 60 miles north of Las Vegas, I 
learned a lot about the people who lived here and the 
challenges they face. The Western Shoshone people were 
robbed of this land (again), when the US government broke 
the Treaty of Ruby Valley. Land once promised to the 
Shoshone forever has since been ravaged from decades of 
nuclear testing. As a result of the fallout from these tests, the 
Shoshone suffer from abnormally high rates of cancer 
linked to the heavy amounts of radioactive material cover- 
ing their land. 

Today, the focus has turned to Yucca Mountain, some 30 
miles north of the test site, where the Department of Energy 
wants to bury more than 70,000 tons of nuclear waste. The 
waste, transported from all comers of the country, would be 
buried under a mountain that is seismically active, only 80 
miles from a major US city and a place held sacred by the 
Shoshone people. 

When I walked with 11 brothers and sisters into Mer- 
cury, I did so knowing that Yucca Mountain and the 


Nevada Test Site land belong to the Shoshone people, not 
to the US government. 

The night before our walk, I'd been part of a demonstra- 
tion at the border of the test site on the road into Mercury. 
Children led the march down to the "line," where guards 
waited on the other side for any people daring to trespass. 
After passionate speeches and inspirational music, a num- 
ber of people crossed the line, where they were aggressively 
dragged off to a giant cage and detained. Many of the 
children were upset by this. "Why are the guards hurting 
them?," one asked. 

I left the line that night in tears. "This is all so ridiculous," 
I thought. "Nuclear war, weapons and energy have got to 
stop! It's destroying the environment, forcefully displacing 
the rightful caretakers of the land, and the results of all this 
amount to nothing positive — only the most dangerous 
weapon ever known." 

At three a.m., I awoke with the others. For more than an 
hour, we spoke about the mission. Many things were un- 
clear, except for one — the spirit was there. 

We walked out of the peace camp under cover of darkness. 
Heading south on the highway, we would occasionally duck 
down low when cars drove by, posing as sagebmsh and 
yucca. We crossed the highway, snuck under some barbed 
wire and entered the Nevada Test Site. We slowly traversed 
the long, tilted plain, heading in the direction of Mercury. 
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As the sun rose, we looked behind us. Closing my eyes, I 
could imagine the sound of the drum as Corbin Harney, one 
of the many hospitable Shoshone hosts, began the morning 
sunrise ceremony. I was taken back to a dream I had the 
night before of a giant serpent emerging from a cave deep in 
the desert. With a strong shield surrounding it, the serpent 
cruised through the desert, gobbling up stashed nuclear 
weapons and other ar- 
mory. The Army tried fir- 
ing a nuclear missile at 
the serpent, but it sim- 
ply absorbed the missile. 

After devouring every 
single nuclear weapon on 
Earth, the serpent self- 
destructed. People were 
left with a new, clean 
slate. Would we develop 
nuclear weapons again, or not? I wish we were presently 
faced with that question. 

Many cars drove up the long road to Mercury. It was only 
a matter of time before the guards would come to arrest us. 

We ambled along, crossing dry washes, maneuvering 
around yucca plants and other spiny desert flora. Sure 
enough, we walked right up to the edge of Mercury to the 
local exercise area equipped with a running track, driving 
range, pull-up bars and other equipment. 

The buildings of Mercury are square and colorless. Few trees 
line the motionless streets. From what I understand, no one 
actually lives in Mercury, but there is a post office, library and 
cafeteria to accommodate workers who stay in town for a few 
days at a time. There seemed to be an excessive amount of 
vehicles in the town, considering we didn't see one person 
outside for the nearly 45 minutes we were roaming around. 
Occasionally, a car would pass us, but the unaware drivers 
didn't even notice us! It was really weird — we felt like we had 
an invisibility cloak on. It felt like a 
Twilight Zone episode. 

Our first destination was a building 
that once served as a church when Mer- 
cury actually did have residents. Cir- 
cling up and dancing, we prayed and 
sang together with an abundance of 
spirit and emotion. How foreign we 
must have looked on the streets of Mer- 
cury, awakening the spirit of the land 
and celebrating the spirit of the indig- 
enous people. We danced around the 
building, singing loudly, cheering the 
beautiful morning. Then, we spent some 
time sending out our personal prayers. 

Many of us left something of impor- 
tance behind at the church. I left a copy 
of the book The Hundredth Monkey on a 
bench outside. For me, this was a re- 
minder of when I found a copy of the 
same book on a bench at the central 
plaza in Areata, California. This was a 
magical experience, as that book had a 
significant impact on my way of think- 
ing. I hope it may have a similar impact 
on someone in Mercury. 


From the church, we continued through town. We mean- 
dered to the "Cafeteria and Steakhouse" and went inside. One 
of our sisters was given a free cup of coffee by the startled 
workers. Without a doubt, the highlight of the cafeteria was 
a vending machine full of microwaveable items. The top of 
the machine had an image of a nuclear explosion, and the 
machine was aptly named "Nevada Test Site Nuke-ables." 

While we were in the 
cafeteria, the guards ar- 
rived, and our jaunt 
through Mercury came to 
an end. This was when 
things became ridiculous. 
What happened to us was 
not unprecedented or ex- 
traordinary. It was just a 
waste of time and com- 
pletely unnecessary. 

The guards loaded us in a van, took us to the front gate and 
locked us up in the holding pens. Some of us resisted as they 
loaded us into another van for a trip to the Nye County jail 
30 miles to the north in Beatty. It was a long ride with the 
guards chatting the entire way about eating alligator and 
taking scuba diving lessons in Las Vegas. I told one of them 
that I think nuclear bombs are terrible for humanity. She told 
me many things are much worse, like cigarette smoking. 

The 1 1 of us were booked into jail on charges of trespassing 
on federal land. A few hours later, 10 more illegal Mercury 
"tourists" arrived, causing quite a scene inside the jailhouse. 

We were all released in time to take part in the final action 
of the week, a lively demonstration at the entrance to the 
Nevada Test Site complete with puppet theater, hard-driving 
drums, dancers flying around, political poetry, heart-felt 
singing and more crossings of the line to say: No more nukes! 

Andrew Freeman made the trek to Nevada from his home in 
Areata , California. 


Arrested on Western Shoshone Land 


More than 20 people, who were 
arrested in October for trespassing onto 
federal property during the Action for 
Nuclear Abolition peace camp in Mer- 
cury, Nevada, are refusing to enter a 
plea in court based on their belief that 
they were arrested on unceded West- 
ern Shoshone land. On December 5, 
the defendants' attorney filed motions 
that argued that the court lacked the 
jurisdiction to prosecute. 

Since it began occupying Western 
Shoshone land in Nevada in the 1 800s, 
the US government has not actually 
bought — or officially stolen — the land 
from the Western Shoshone people. 
In fact, the sole document signed by 
both parties on the matter of land 
rights was the 1863 Treaty of Ruby 
Valley, which simply negotiated that 
the Shoshone would cease war with 


the US and that "white men" would 
be allowed to travel through, build 
and mine in Shoshone territory. 

Judge Bill Sullivan of the Beatty Jus- 
tice Court entered pleas of "not guilty" 
for those who refused to plead . Sullivan 
read portions from a similar case he 
handled in the 1980s, when thou- 
sands of people came to the annual 
peace demonstrations. Sullivan indi- 
cated that he did not intend to impose 
jail time on any of the defendants. 

A hearing has been set for early 
January, at which time trial dates 
may be set. Originally there were 27 
defendants, though several were dis- 
missed by the district attorney. A 
total of 66 people were arrested dur- 
ing the October actions. 

For more information, visit 
www.shundahai.org. 
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by Klee Benally 

Clearcuts on steep slopes 
for new runs, lifts and lodges; 
snowmaking with reclaimed 
wastewater; a 10 million gal- 
lon reclaimed wastewater 
storage pond; bright lights 
for night skiing; a 14-mile 
pipeline. 

These are only a few of 
the many developments 
that the Arizona Snowbowl 
ski resort is proposing for 
northern Arizona's San 
Francisco Peaks. Known to 
the Dine (Navajo) as Dokoioisliid, the mountains have 
been held sacred since time immemorial by more than 13 
Native nations: the Navajo, Hopi, Zuni, Tewa, Haulapai, 
Havasupai, Yavapai- Apache, Yavapai-Prescott, Tonto 
Apache, White Mountain Apache, San Carlos Apache, 
San Juan Southern Pauite, Fort Mcdowell Mohave Apache 
and Acoma. 

For my people, the Dine, Dokoioisliid represents one 
of four pillars of our universe, which are our traditional 
boundaries. We gather medicines that can only be 
found on this mountain. We have our sacred prayer 


bundles that physically 
connect us to the deities 
that exist there. 

In the 1930s, at a time 
when racism was more 
overtly integrated with US 
policy and the indigenous 
peoples of North America 
had no representation, the 
US Forest Service (USFS) 
built a ski lodge and an 
access road on Dokoioisliid. 
Today, it leases 777 acres of 
public land to the Arizona 
Snowbowl, which includes 
55 acres of runs, four ski 

Although the USFS has begun the process of designat- 
ing Dokoioisliid as a traditional cultural property, it 
continues to state that part of the USFS's mission is to 
promote opportunities for Winter recreation. Given this 
and the relationship of the USFS (lessor) to Snowbowl 
(lessee), Dine people are not expecting an unbiased 
decision on this proposal. 

Our traditional leaders have testified that any desecra- 
tion of this sacred mountain will harm the very fabric of 
our being. Yet following years of debate, legal action and a 


A view from the San Francisco Peaks 
lifts and one lodge. 


Recreation — the New Public Lands Industry 


by Roxane George 

Rising more than 5,000 feet above 
the surrounding plateau, the San 
Francisco Peaks are home to an 
exceptional biological community 
unique to Arizona. The Peaks are 
the highest point in the state and 
contain rare, high elevation mon- 
tane forest types, famous aspen 
stands and Arizona's only true Al- 
pine tundra. Pioneering natural sci- 
entist, C. Hart Merriam, chose the 
Peaks to evaluate the life-zone con- 
cept that has become a cornerstone 
of Southwestern ecological and bio- 
geographical study. Four of the 
seven life zones Merriam identi- 
fied in his landmark studies can be 
found here. 

Yet to many, the Peaks are only a 
commodity to be used for economic 
gain. The owners of Arizona Snowbowl 
ski resort are currently doing every- 
thing in their power to promote this 



view and to win support for artificial 
snowmaking and expanded devel- 
opment on this unique sky island 
ecosystem. 

Arizona Snowbowl, aided and abetted 
by the US Forest 
Service, Flagstaff 
City Council and 
an ever-expand- 
ing tourist indus- 
try, has decided 
to build a giant 
pipeline to pump 
180 million gal- 
lons a year of re- 
claimed waterup 
a sacred moun- 
tain to make arti- , . 

„ . . Aspen stands in 

ncial snow. r 

Construction will involve a great 
deal of logging in spruce fir and aspen 
habitat, as well as an amazing amount 
of trenching, excavating, bulldozing, 
noise and light disturbance. Mexican 
spotted owls, northern goshawks. 


black bears, mountain lions, a threat- 
ened groundsel and a huge list of 
other plants and animals make their 
homes in the mountains. 

But what does any of this matter 
if we can, in 
the words of 
Snowbowl ski 
resort manager 
J.R. Murray, 
obtain a "con- 
sistent product 
and reduce lift 
lines" on the 
San Francisco 
Peaks? 

Roxane 
George is the 
executive direc- 
tor of the Flagstaff Activist Network 
(FAN). An amazing, yet also under- 
funded, grassroots environmental and 
social justice organization, FAN has 
vowed to "Save the Peaks" — again 
and again. 


the San Francisco Peaks 
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the /Arizona Snowbowl 


Supreme Court appeal, we still see our 
concerns being pushed aside in the 
name of progress and economic gain. 

In 1983, Abbott Sekaquaptewa, 
former chairman of the Hopi Tribe, 
stated, "If the ski resort remains or is 
expanded, the basis of our existence as 
a society will become a mere fairy tale 
to our people. If our people no longer 
possess this way of life, which will 
inevitably occur with the continued 
presence of the ski resort, a direct and 
negative impact upon our religious 


exist tkere. 

practices [will result] . The destruction 
of these practices will also destroy our 
present way of life and culture." 

Arizona Snowbowl's proposed de- 
velopment also includes a 2,500- 
square-foot "Native American Cultural 
Center." This serves to show that the 
operators of the resort still do not 
understand how drastically any type 
of development on this sacred moun- 
tain impacts our culture. 

Snowbowl also alleges that the re- 
claimed water to be used exceeds 
Environmental Protection Agency 
standards, but what of our spiritual 
and cultural standards? 

Through the National Environmen- 
tal Policy Act process, the USFS will 
quantify the potential economic and 


environmental impacts that these de- 
velopments could have. However, 
there is no current mechanism the 
USFS can apply that would truly quan- 
tify the sacredness of this whole moun- 
tain, let alone one inch. 

We have won before, and we will 
win again. In 2000, with the help of 
strong public support, grassroots ac- 
tivism and many prayers, we shut 
down the White Vulcan Mine that 
was extracting pumice from the north 
side of Dokototsliid. 

Snowbowl's proposal 
for development and 
snowmaking extends the 
context of oppression and 
historical intolerance 
against indigenous people. 
It is a message that says 
our religious and cultural 
concerns will continue to 
be outweighed by eco- 
nomic and recreational in- 
terests. It is a message that 
can be transformed by ex- 
tending our love for the 
Earth into prayer, action 
and resistance. 

The initial comment pe- 
riod for the Snowbowl 
proposal ended in Novem- 
ber, but it's not too late to 
get involved and to get on 
the mailing list to receive 
a copy of the draft Envi- 
ronmental Impact State- 
ment. We also need help, 
lawyers, money and let- 
ters sent to the USFS, the media and 
activist lists. 

The Snowbowl expansion pro- 
posal can be found online at 
www.fs.fed.us./r3/coconino/nepa. 
Comments can be sent to the Peaks 
Ranger District, Attn: Snowbowl Up- 
grade, 5075 N Highway 89, Flagstaff, 
AZ 86004. You can also contact Forest 
Supervisor Jim Golden at (928) 527-3600; 
r3_cocormo_snowbowlupgrade@fs.fed.us. 

For more information, contact 
the Flagstaff Activist Network, (928) 
527-3620; flagact@infomagic.net; 
www.flagstaffactivist.org. 

Klee Benally is an enrolled member of 
theDineNation from the Bitterwater and 
Wandering People dans. He is the direc- 
tor of Indigenous Action Media. 
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More Arson Charges 

On October 1 9, Jacob Sherman 
and Tre Arrow were charged with 
the April 2001 arson of three ce- 
ment trucks at Ross Island Sand 
and Gravel in Portland, Oregon. 
The fire, claimed by the Earth 
Liberation Front, caused approxi- 
mately $200,000 in damages. 

Sherman and Arrow, along with 
Angie Cesario and Jeremy 
Rosenbloom, were also charged 
this Summer with the arson of 
three logging trucks belonging to 
Schoppert Logging of Estacada, 
Oregon, in June 2001 . At the time, 
Schoppert Logging had been con- 
tracted to cut the Eagle Creek 
Timber Sale. 

On December 3, Sherman ac- 
cepted a plea bargain in relation 
to both arsons, and he pled guilty 
to two charges of interfering with 
interstate commerce. 

Cesario and Rosenbloom have 
pled not guilty to all charges 
against them, and their trial is 
scheduled for February 24. 

The FBI has been unable to 
locate Tre Arrow. 

Pepper Spray Gets its Day 
in Court 

In October 1997, nine activists 
locked down in the office of 
former Representative Frank Riggs 
to protest the logging of old- 
growth redwoods. In response, 
Humboldt County Sheriff Den- 
nis Lewis and his Chief Deputy 
Frank Riggs used Q-tips to swab 
pepper spray directly onto the 
inner eyelids of the protesters. 

On November 4, the US Su- 
preme Court announced that it 
would allow the EF! activists' law- 
suit — which accuses the county 
of "excessive" use of pepper spray 
against nonviolent protesters — 
to go on to a jury trial. 

Oneoftheco-plaintiffssaid: "We 
are very excited. I think Humboldt 
County law enforcement is quak- 
ing in their boots." 
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Water First! 


Bursting Corporate Water's Bubble 


by Holly Wren Spaulding 

For the last two years, citizens in 
Mecosta County, Michigan, have waged 
a battle against Ice Mountain, a "spring" 
water bottling company owned by the 
world's largest food retailer, Nestle, 
through its subsidiary, Perrier (see EF!J 
February-March 2002). 

Only three percent of the Earth's water 
is fresh, and 20 percent of it is in and 
around the Michigan Great Lakes region. 
It is not surprising then that Nestle would 
persevere with its intention to pump, 
bottle and distribute Michigan's water, 
despite ever-growing opposition from 
the public. 

In March, a group of students and 
community members formed the 
Sweetwater Alliance and began a mas- 
sive outreach campaign to alert the pub- 
lic to this grand water theft. Within 
weeks, the alliance had staged a march 
and rally in front of the factory. Mem- 
bers of the nearby Saginaw Chippewa 
IndianTribe and others spoke out against 
the impending water diversion. They 
addressed the damage that had already 
been done to local 
streams and wet- 
lands by the con- ^ 
struction of the 
bottling plant and » djrmjjjt' J, A 

water pipelines. I ™ 

A big concern for 
many activists is a 
lawsuit that was |^VJ| 
filed by the Michi- ^ 

gan Citizens for Wa- 
ter Conservation M ^2^ 

against Nestle in ■ V€ ,' > 

August 200 1 , which 
has the potential to Nestle is su 

set an international supply. The h 

precedent. Chapter 1 1 under the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) and certain "nondiscrimina- 
tion" language under World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO) rules could create a 
situation whereby the people of Michi- 
gan have no control over who takes 
water, how much or by what means. If 
the people lose the lawsuit and Nestle 
is able to continue its operations, the 
water loses out and so do we. 
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The Sweetwater Alliance now has four 
chapters working throughout the state 
to respond to this crisis. 

In July, seven alliance members rode 
their bikes on a 300-mile "Tsunami Tour,” 
which stopped in small towns through- 
outMichigan. Usingradical cheers, songs, 
street theater and the good ol' fashioned 
soapbox, the group engaged people on 
the subject of "water as a commons" and 
how to defend it. 

The tour finished at a "water wars 
basecamp" near the Nestle factory. The 
following morning, seven members of a 
group calling itself Water First! locked 
down in front of the plant, shutting 
down its shipping and receiving depart- 
ments for eight hours. 

In the weeks that followed, 32 stores 
joined a statewide boycott of Ice Moun- 
tain and other Perrier products. Cur- 
rently, the prime target of the boycott is 
the Meijer shopping chain. In Meijer 
stores throughout the state, activists have 
been conducting "no shops, " where they 
"divert" all the Ice Mountain water from 
the shelves and relocate the bottles in a 
remote section of the store. "Consumer 
warning" and "Our 
Water is Not for 
Sale” signs have 
1 been left on the 

empty shelves in 

Nestle is stealing Michigan's water letters were sent to 
supply. The locals won’t stand for it. activists who have 
been outspoken about Nestle's shameful 
environmental record in Texas, Maine, 
Florida and Pennsylvania. However, the 
threat of Strategic Lawsuits Against Pub- 
lic Participation has not deterred the 
movement against Nestle. 

A protest in August was successful in 
shutting down the Ice Mountain plant 
for a full day. People blocked the roads 
into the plant with banners and a color- 
ful web of yam. Many locals had felt 



Activists blockaded a road to a Michigan water 

bottling plant, stopping shipments for the day. 

uncomfortable in vocalizing their dis- 
dain for the Nestle plant, but they came 
out and shared their overwhelming sup- 
port for the actions that day. 

As water warriors flood officials with 
concerns about the commodification 
of our commons, legislation is being 
proposed in the state Senate that would 
protect aquifers from "unreasonable 
use," as is the case in Mecosta County. 
Yet, we know that most laws are too 
weak, especially in the face of NAFTA 
and the WTO. 

Three Sweetwater activists are travel- 
ing to South Africa during the early Win- 
ter to learn from the Anti-Privatization 
Forum. They will document the efforts 
of those fighting water wars in South 
African townships where 10,000 people 
are cut off from services every month as 
a result of rising fees from the 
privatization of water and other utilities. 

At both the local and international 
levels, people need to confront water 
privatization. Major schemes are al- 
ready being discussed — or are under- 
way — to divert water from the Great 
Lakes bioregion to desert areas such as 
Las Vegas, Los Angeles and Arizona. 

Sweetwater is a grassroots organiza- 
tion because it believes this is the 
only way to get things done. The goal 
is to be the street element in a struggle 
that will have to be waged in diverse 
ways, on many fronts, if water is to be 
successfully defended. 

For more infomation, visit www. 
waterissweet.org; www.savemiwater.org. 

Holly WrenSpauldingpromotes the insur- 
rection of water from where she lives on 
Michigan's Leelanau Peninsula. 


photo by Eartha Melzer 



Staples Victory! 


Forest defenders had announced that 
November 13 was going to be an un- 
lucky day for Staples, the office supply 
superstore. For the second year in a 
row, a national day of action was being 
planned to demand that Staples take 
steps to protect endangered forests. 

This should hardly have come as a 
surprise, as it was just one more jab 
to be taken against Staples following 
a two-year campaign against this cor- 
porate behemoth. 

Since November 2000, Staples 
found itself the target of more than 
600 demonstrations, including 
lockdowns, street theater and nearly 
25 banners hung from storefronts. 

Activists not only wanted Staples to 
phase out all paper products made from 
old-growth fiber, 
they also pursued ef- 
forts to educate em- 
ployees, customers 
and suppliers on the 
benefits of recycled 
paper, recycling, al- 
ternative fibers and 
the advantages of 
healthy forests. 

Armed with the 
knowledge that more 
than 90 percent of 
the printing and writ- 
ing paper made in the 
US comes from vir- 
gin tree fibers, the 
Paper Campaign, a 
coalition of dozens of grassroots orga- 
nizations, was formed in 1999. 

The Paper Campaign is using a mar- 
ket-based approach to actualize sys- 
temic change in the paper industry by 
steering companies out of endangered 
forests and toward recycled paper. The 
largest retail paper sellers are its first 
targets — office supply stores like Staples, 
Office Depot and Office Max. 

In 1999, Staples opened, on average, 
a new store every 48 hours. As the 
largest and fastest-growing office sup- 
ply store with more than $ 1 1 billion in 
revenue and 1,300 stores, Staples was 
selected as a strategic starting point. 
The Paper Campaign decided that it 
was time the forests stopped paying the 
price for Staples' profits. 

In November, while organizing the 
most recent national day of action, 


the Paper Campaign learned that 
Staples had agreed to many of the de- 
mands to phase out its purchase of 
paper products from the world's last 
remaining old-growth forests. 

Staples also consented to implement 
an average of 30 percent post-consumer 
recycled content across all its paper 
products; to report to the public annu- 
ally about its progress toward reaching 
those goals; to aggressively promote 
recycled paper products; and to create 
an environmental affairs division. 

The Paper Campaign believes these 
new policies, which are the result of 
more than a year of negotiations 
with Staples, will lead to fewer for- 
ests being clearcut to make dispos- 
able paper products. By raising the 


overall recycled content of its pa- 
per, Staples will be working to en- 
sure that more of the paper it sells 
will come from recycling bins in- 
stead of the endangered forests that 
we depend on for biological diver- 
sity, clean air and water. 

Meanwhile, industry projections in- 
dicate that the demand for paper is on 
the rise. Suddenly, Staples is in the 
position of setting the standard in the 
office supply industry, and the Paper 
Campaign is looking to other giant 
paper retailers to follow its example. 
In the past, when an industry leader 
has been forced to take a stand on an 
issue, other corporations have been 
known to follow with their tails be- 
tween their legs. 

For more information, visit 
www.thepapercampaign.com. 



Victory!: After two years of pressure, Staples agreed to phase out 


paper products made from old-growth forests. The Paper Campaign is 
now looking to other paper retailers to follow Staples' example. 


Hurwitz Escapes Justice 

At the beginning of October, 
Charles Hurwitz, chief executive 
officer of Maxxam Corporation, 
was charged a mere $206,000 in 
restitution for the 1998 collapse 
of United Saving Association of 
Texas. The fine is a tiny fraction 
of what Maxxam made through 
the junk bond and fraud scheme 
that cost taxpayers nearly two 
billion dollars in bailout funds. 

Hurwitz and Maxxam have 
also been restricted from any 
activities with federally insured 
depository institutions. 

The lawsuit against Maxxam was 
brought forward by the Federal 
Office for Thrift Supervision. 
Hurwitz spent more than $30 
million fighting the case. On No- 
vember 13, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation dropped its 
pursuit of claims against Maxxam 
totaling $250 million, but 
Maxxam is still seeking to collect 
$43 million (plus damages) in 
claims against both agencies. 

Grazing violates Clean 
Water Act 

A lawsuit aiming to protect pol- 
luted streams and springs through- 
out the 536,000-acre Carico Lake 
Allotment in Nevada, was brought 
against the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement on October 22. The law- 
suit was filed by Forest Guardians, 
the Western Watersheds Project 
and the Committee for the High 
Desert. The groups claim that the 
agency has violated the Clean 
Water Act by allowing cattle to 
pollute the waters of several tribu- 
taries of Nevada's Humboldt River. 

The lawsuit aims to protect the 
area as well as to highlight the 
illegality of the water pollution 
caused by livestock grazing. Cattle 
grazing is a widespread threat to 
rivers and streams because the 
cows regularly amass in large num- 
bers around rare and fragile water 
sources, stripping away vegetation 
and trampling banks. 
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Throughout the South Pacific rim, 
wild nature and indigenous cultures 
are under attack. Loggers tear down the 
forests, mining corporations rip open 
chasms in the Earth, tribal societies are 
either exterminated or assimilated. 

Against this death culture, rebellion 
grows. The continuing indigenous re- 
sistance in West Papua and Bougainville 
are just two examples. 


West Papua 

West Papua, also known 
by the name the colonizers 
gave it, Irian Jaya, is located 
on the western half of the 
South Pacific island of New 
Guinea. It was most recently 
invaded in 1962 under Gen- 
eral Suharto's military dicta- 
torship and then ceded as a 
province to Indonesia follow- 
ing a rigged election in 1969. 

This biologically diverse is- 
land has the second largest 
tract of tropical rainforest left 
in the world. There are steep 
alpine mountains, including 
one of the world's three tropi- 
cal snow-capped mountains, 
as well as mangrove forests 
and coastal and alluvial 
plains. West Papua is home 
to tree kangaroos and many 
other animal and plant spe- 
cies unique to the island. 

However, the effects of 
"free trade" and the Indone- 
sian occupation continue to 
obliterate ecosystems and in- 
digenous people who de- 
pend on the wilderness to 
survive. Today, the island is both scarred 
and maimed by logging roads and 
clearcuts, gaping strip-mines, razed 
mountains, hazardous waste dumps 
and rivers teeming with dead fish and 
mine tailings. 

Two gold, copper and ore mines in 
the western highlands — the Mount 
Grasberg and Mount Ertsberg mines 
owned by the US-based Freeport 
McMoRan and the British-based Rio 
Tinto (previously RTZ) — are especially 


notorious for their roles in ecocide 
and indigenous dispossession. The 
mining operations have already shaved 
more than 400 feet off the top of one 
sacred mountain. Two valleys have 
been filled with "waste" rock resulting 
from mining. 

Tailings from ore mining — a slurry of 
finely ground sludge, including toxic 


chemicals, precipitates and heavy met- 
als — are dumped directly into the Aj kwa 
River system at a rate equivalent to one 
dumptruck load every five seconds. 
This has resulted in the sedimentation 
of the river, which causes the polluted 
water to flood the lowlands. The sedi- 
ments, which contain large quantities 
of copper and mercury, suffocate and 
poison most freshwater and marine 
life — an essential food source for many 
island inhabitants. 


Native West Papuans — a diverse 
group of more than 240 autonomous 
peoples — have endured severe mili- 
tary repression and brutal "assimila- 
tion campaigns" implemented by 
the Indonesian government. Until 
Suharto's resignation in 1998, West 
Papuans were not allowed to practice 
their cultural traditions, and every 
attempt to organize resis- 
tance was met with 
extreme violence by au- 
thorities. In the 44 years of 
colonial genocide, up to 
200,000 indigenous people 
have been murdered by the 
government. 

To resist colonization by 
the Indonesian military and 
multinational companies, 
some West Papuan indig- 
enous people — like those in 
the Organisai Papua Merdeka 
(OPM, the Free Papua 
Movement) — have fought 
back since 1965 with armed 
resistance (mostly bows and 
arrows) and have taken hos- 
§• tages to publicize their 
| struggle to defend them- 
| selves and the Earth. 

s 

| Bougainville 

s, Bougainville is a smaller 
| island located in the 
® Solomon Islands archi- 
| pelago, about 600 miles 
| east of West Papua. After 
| centuries of invasion and 
occupation by govern- 
ments and corporations 
from the Netherlands, 
Germany, England, Australia and Ja- 
pan, indigenous Bougainvilleans 
successfully fought off copper and 
gold mines owned by a subsidiary of 
Rio Tinto. 

The mines destroyed 220 hectares of 
rainforest and dumped more than one 
billion tons of waste into the Jaba River 
valley, turning the river system fluores- 
cent blue. From 1975 throughl998, 
the Bougainville Revolutionary Army 
sabotaged mine equipment and fought 
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tooth and nail — and shut down the 
mine! Now, they use the equipment 
left at the mine to produce hydro- 
electric power and bio-diesel from 
coconuts. In an inspiring example to 
us all, Bougainvilleans have ousted 
the colonizers and are working to- 
ward independence. 

Direct Action in the UK 

In October, activists in the United 
Kingdom held solidarity actions to 
publicize the West Papuan and 
Bougainvillean struggles for Earth 
and human liberation. 

On October 9, protesters stormed 
the Indonesian embassy in London 
and chained themselves to railings on 
a third floor balcony. They demanded 
the withdrawal of all troops from West 
Papua; that the West Papuan people 
be free to live on their land; and that 
the harassment and criminalization 
of human rights workers be stopped. 

Outside the embassy, a group of 
protesters gathered with banners read- 
ing "Free West Papua" and "Victory to 
the OPM." The Indonesian flag was 
pulled down and replaced with a West 
Papuan flag. Four people were arrested 
and charged. 

The next day, on Floly Island, North 
Wales, Anglesey Aluminums, an alu- 
minum smelting plant partially owned 
by Rio Tinto was blockaded for six 
hours by 15 people protesting the 
company's involvement in both 
Bougainville and West Papua. 

The entrance was blocked with a 
defunct minivan carrying two people 
locked down to oil barrels filled with 
cement. A scaffold tripod was erected 
to block the back entrance. Large ve- 
hicles were unable to enter or leave the 
plant for nearly four hours before ar- 
rests were made. 

After targeting government and in- 
dustry, West Papua solidarity protest- 
ers took direct action against a group of 
particularly insidious missionaries. The 
New Tribes Mission (NTM) has stated 
its intent to reach and preach to every 
tribe on the planet by 2025. "They 
build airstrips in jungles and have their 
own planes. First comes Christianity, 
and then come the corporations and 
military," one West Papua solidarity 
group said. 

Some West Papuan indigenous 
people have declared missionaries as 
one of the largest threats to free peoples, 


and they hold NTM responsible for 
cultural and ecological damage on par 
with mining and logging companies. 

On October 12, the NTM headquar- 
ters in North Cotes, England, were 
visited by more than 40 activists wear- 
ing West Papuan masks. The protest- 
ers sabotaged computer hard drives 
and seized administrative documents. 
Chemicals were sprayed on NTM 
equipment. A timing device, planted 



Takeover at the Indonesian Embassy 


in a toilet, opened a valve on the 
cold water supply, flooding the build- 
ing during the night. 

In response to the NTM action, 
police raided two houses in Leeds, 
in November. Thirteen people were 
arrested on charges of conspiracy 
to commit burglary at the NTM 
headquarters. Computers and other 
personal property were seized as 
evidence. 

On October 18, protesters con- 
fronted representatives from BP/ 
Amoco at the Natural History Mu- 
seum in London, where it was spon- 
soring a BBC "Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year" award. BP/Amoco par- 
tially owns and operates the 
Tangguh natural gas fields in West 
Papua. By 2006, BP plans to open 
two offshore gas platforms in the 
remaining mangroves of Bintuni Bay 
and build a gas processing plant in 
the rainforest. 

For more information, visit www.eco- 
action.org/ssp; www.westpapua.net; 
www.fpcn-global.org. 
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OXY Threatens U'wa Again 

In October, the Association of 
Traditional U'wa Authorities re- 
ported that heavy equipment was 
being transported under military 
protection to the Gibraltar 1 drill- 
ing site in the Sirir oil block of 
northeastern Colombia. 

In a victory for the U'wa and 
their international supporters, 
Occidental Petroleum (OXY) of- 
ficially announced in May that 
it was abandoning the Sirir block 
(see EF.'J June-July 2002). How- 
ever, it was reported in August 
that OXY, under the name of 
Colombia's state oil company, 
Ecopetrol, would take over test 
drilling at the Gibraltar site. 

On October 21, the US Am- 
bassador to Colombia, Anne 
Patterson, announced that four 
US special forces agents are in 
Colombia to train troops on 
guarding the OXY-run Cano Li- 
mon pipeline through the 
Arauca Province. The US Con- 
gress is considering assigning 
$98 million for the training of 
the Colombian troops and its 
related costs. 

Pollution Kills Dolphins 

Unless drastic changes hap- 
pen, it is predicted that the 
bottlenose dolphin will go ex- 
tinct within the next 10 years 
because of pollution in Euro- 
pean seas. 

A report put out by the Wildlife 
Trust in the United Kingdom last 
Summer documents the tremen- 
dous impact that humans are 
having on the world’s oceans. 
The report blames this ecological 
devastation on the dumping of 
chemicals and rubbish, overfish- 
ing, pollution, dredging and 
drainage. 

The study was carried out on 
British seas, but it reflects a glo- 
bal crisis as oceans the world 
over are being assaulted by simi- 
lar problems. 
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Radical Dockworkers Locked Out 


BY LOKI 

On October 7, Earth First! and several other environmental 
groups, including the Bay Area Coalition for Headwaters, 
Alliance for Sustainable Jobs and the Environment and the 
Rainforest Action Network, held a press conference in Oak- 
land, California, to 
express solidarity 
with the West Coast 
dockworkers. 

The dockworkers, 
members of the 
International 
Longshoreman and 
Warehouse Union 
(ILWU), had been 
working without a 
contract since their 
previous one ex- 
pired in July. 

Negotiations dis- 
cussed issues such as 
better healthcare, 
wages and safety 
provisions, as well as 
the introduction of 
new computer sys- 
tems to track cargo. 

These were all issues of contention between the 
ILWU and the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA), 
the company that operates the West Coast docks — 
but the main disagreement centered around the 
new technology being introduced. The ILWU wants 
the jobs created by these technological improve- 
ments to be union jobs, but the PMA hopes to 
contract out. Such a move would ultimately take 
control of the docks away from what is arguably one 
of the most militant unions in the US. 

On September 27, PMA left the negotiations and 
locked out the dockworkers — stopping them from 
working. This action closed down all of the docks on 
the West Coast. The PMA alleged that it ended the 
negotiations because the dockworkers were engaged in a 
work slowdown. In fact, the opposite was true. The 
dockworkers were operating at an increased pace because 
many businesses feared a strike and were pushing high 
volumes of cargo through the docks. As a result of the 
increased work speed, five workers were killed on the docks 
during the Summer. 

The PMA might have been using the alleged slowdown as 
an excuse to ensure the docks would be open through 
Christmas, the busiest time of the year. Come January, 
traffic through the docks is slow, and a strike would have 
had much less of an impact on business profits. 

The Taft-Hartly Act, passed in 1948, is an anti-union law 
that forces both the employers and the union to return to 
the conditions of the expired contract for 80 days. The law 


includes fines, contempt of court citations and even prison 
sentences for violations of the expired contract, all of which 
are generally used to penalize workers, not employers. 

On October 10, the government invoked the Taft- 
Hartly Act, and the dockworkers returned to work— and 
to the negotiation table. 

The situation on the 
docks is a mirror im- 
age of what is happen- 
ing across the country 
as the Bush adminis- 
tration uses "national 
security” as an excuse 
to strip away the civil 
liberties of activists 
and to strengthen the 
power of corporations. 

Just after the Taft- 
Hartly Act was im- 
posed on the workers, 
activists locked out the 
bosses. In an action at 
the PMA headquarters 
in San Francisco, six 
activists were arrested 
after they locked the 
building and chained 
themselves to 
the locks. 

What is at stake 
here is more than 
simply contract 
negotiations. 
The PMA is 
1 working with 
r the government 
I to break up the 
| ILWU. If this 
n happens, a new 
precedent will 
be set, strength- 
ening the capi- 
talist system. It's important that we show support for the 
ILWU and build alliances with the workers. 

The ILWU has played an important role in the stmggle 
against the capitalist economy and the forces of globaliza- 
tion, and it has a history of supporting radical activist 
movements. ILWU members have spoken out and taken 
action against the unjust imprisonments of Leonard Peltier 
and Mumia Abu-Jamal, the apartheid system in South Africa, 
as well as other dictatorships around the world. 

During the 1999 World Trade Organization protests in 
Seattle, Washington, they conducted a work stoppage on 
November 30. The union threatened to repeat it several days 
later, if activists were not released within 24 hours of their 
arrest. After activist Carlo Giuliani was killed by the police in 
Genoa, Italy, during the G8 protests in July 2001, the 


“I was one of the many people jailed after the WTO protests in 
Seattle. On the third day of our imprisonment, our legal team 
and the heads of the Labor Council met with the mayor and 
District Attorney Mark Sidran in the mayor’s office, in one last 
desperate attempt to strike a concession. Just in the nick of 
time, a cell phone rang. It was ILWU President Brian 
McWilliams. Rank-and-file unionists on the West Coast were 
poised to shut down the ports to demand our release. When 
the mayor heard this, his jaw dropped open, and he ordered 
the heartbroken Sidran to release all the activists that had 
been charged with misdemeanors.” 

—Desert Rat, Earth First! er and labor activist 



Lockout action turns the tables on the PMA. 
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dockworkers refused to cross picket lines 
set up in protest of the Italian ship, Cielo 
de San Francisco, waiting to be unloaded 
in Portland, Oregon, and then in Oak- 
land, California. 

The Bush administration would be 
happy without such a powerful union 
controlling West Coast trade. The gov- 
ernment has discussed various "solutions" 
to end the conflict on the docks, includ- 
ing calling in the National Guard or hav- 
ing different contract deadlines in each 
port. This divide and conquer mentality 
would strip the union of its power be- 
cause the management would then be 
able to pit the various ports against each 
other in an effort to determine which one 
would accept the lowest wages and worst 
working conditions. 

The corporations putting pressure on 
the Bush administration to step in and 
end the dispute fall underneath the um- 
brella of the West Coast Waterfront Coa- 
lition (WCWC), a coalition that includes 
the PMA, the Gap, Wal-Mart, Home De- 
pot and others with questionable human 
rights and environmental records. 


Community activists in Portland 
have called for a boycott of these com- 
panies. They have been going to the 
stores and handing out leaflets to ex- 
plain the dockworkers' stmggle and 
the connection between the individual 
companies, WCWC and the PMA. 

The ILWU and PMA are still in the 
negotiation process, and neither can 
take any decisive action until the 80- 
day period expires in early January. 
The union executives claim they have 
reached a partial agreement on a new 
contract, but it hasn't yet been agreed 
upon by the workers. 

So the fight isn't overby a long shot. 
Whether the union goes on strike or is 
locked out, it will need as much sup- 
port as possible from the activist com- 
munity. Building alliances between 
environmental and labor groups will 
make the EF! movement stronger, and 
now is a perfect time to do it. 

For more information, visit 
www.ilwu.org; www.asje.org. 

Loki is working to build strong envi- 
ronmental/labor alliances in Oregon. 
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Courts Rule in Favor of ALF 
Spokesperson 

A search warrant obtained by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 
July to raid the home of animal 
rights activist David Barbarash was 
quashed by the British Columbia 
Supreme Court on December 11. 

The search warrant was issued in 
relation to a 1999 Animal Libera- 
tion Front action in Maine (see EF '/ 
September-October 2002). Among 
the seized items from Barbarash’s 
residence were two computers, doz- 
ens of computer disks and approxi- 
mately 100 video tapes on social 
justice issues. 

A hearing to decide whether or 
not to transfer the seized property 
to US law enforcement will be held 
in January 2003. The Attorney Gen- 
eral of Canada will argue that the 
property should still be sent to offi- 
cials investigating the ALF action, 
despite the fact that the property 
was obtained illegally. Barbarash will 
argue for its immediate return. 

USFS Plan Illegal 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled in November that the 
US Forest Service (USFS) must ob- 
tain a National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System permit in order 
to continue aerial pesticide spray- 
ing in national forests. These per- 
mits are required by the Clean 
Water Act. 

The Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project, Oregon Natural Resources 
Council and American Lands were 
among the environmental organi- 
zations that filed the lawsuit against 
the USFS. The groups challenged 
the USFS's claim that a permit was 
not required for aerial pesticides 
because an aircraft is not consid- 
ered a point source of pollution 
under the agency’s guidelines. 

The courts sided with the envi- 
ronmental groups by stating that 
spraying from an airplane fitted with 
tanks and mechanical spraying de- 
vices meets the definition. 



Seattle rally in support of dockworkers, August 28 
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McResistance Worldwide 

Global Day of Action Against McDonald’s 


McDonald's is possibly hated by more people than any 
other corporation on Earth. With 30,000 restaurants in- 
vading 121 countries, McDonald's symbolizes imperialist 
Western civilization, corporate globalization and trium- 
phant capitalism — arrogant and contemptuous of those 
who oppose it. 

This modern-day conqueror plunders every corner of the 
world, continuing to flood landfills with its factory-pro- 
duced plastic and paper packaging. Its demand for endless 
fields of pesticide-doused monoculture crops (for ingredi- 
ents, as well as for cattle feed) leads to the deforestation of 
previously wild lands, loss of biodiversity and soil depletion. 
McDonald's is the world's largest seller of beef, and the 
second largest user of chickens. McDonald's massive con- 
sumption of cattle also implicates it in the displacement of 
indigenous and small farmers throughout Latin America, as 
their homelands and self-sufficiency are usurped by ranch- 
ing enterprises. 

The multi-million dollar 
McDonald's empire has re- 
peatedly infringed on US 
child labor laws. In addi- 
tion, its low-wage, dead- 
end jobs prey primarily 
on the economic despera- 
tion of women, black, 
brown and young workers. 

But as always, wherever 
there is injustice, resistance 
breeds like the cockroaches un- 
der the greasy sinks of fast-food 
restaurants. On October 16, the 
first-ever international mobilization 
of McDonald's workers took part 
in the annual global day of action 
against McDonald's. 

The workers, united under the 
name McDonald's Workers Resis- 
tance (MWR), demanded that they, 
as well as people employed indirectly by 
McDonald’s (such as those who make toys for "Happy 
Meals") be allowed to organize and circulate information at 
work without hindrance. 

According to MWR, the actions were about more than 
just their working conditions— they were acting against 
environmental destruction in solidarity with those dis- 
placed from their land. MWR sees workers’ freedom to 
organize as connected to the campaigns against McDonald's 
child-targeted advertising and the angry local communi- 
ties who oppose the building of new McDonald's. 

"People say to us — 'If you don't like it, then just quit,’ but 
we know too well that there are many jobs as bad or even 
worse than McDonald's. It's not just McDonald's or Mcjobs, 
it's the very idea of wage labor. If workers can take on 
McDonald’s, it will be an inspiration. If a global movement 


can stop the McMega-Machine, even for just one day, then 
it will inspire all those who desire social and ecological 
justice," says MWR. 

On the October 16 day of the action, resistance by 
McWorkers took many forms, ranging from drinking on 
the job and stealing from the cash register to sabotaging 
machinery and property, work slowdowns, employee walk- 
outs and organized strikes for better working conditions. 

In Milan, Italy, activists and workers blockaded a 
McDonald's and had an impromptu party as they "roamed 
the streets, accompanied by music and tactically deployed" 
eggs. A Slovenian radio station celebrated by broadcasting 
anti-McDonald's programming all day. 

In France, workers at six McDonald's restaurants, repre- 
sented by the Confederation Nationale Travail union, went 
on strike. A strike and picket in Norfolk, England, cel- 
ebrated the day. The McDonald's in Reading, England was 

spray-painted with a message 
that said, "Closed due to 
strike." Workers in Moscow, 
Russia, had a brief work stop- 
page as well. 

The Chicago Corps of the 
Paramilitary Front for the 
Liberation of McDonald's 
Workers blew up a toaster 
while working, smashed 
lighting and destroyed a 
freezer in Illinois. In Dal- 
las, Texas, important 
equipment was hidden 
and food was defrosted. 
McDonald's coffers in 
Dublin, Ireland, paid for a 
staff drinking session. 
Workers in England dis- 
abled equipment and 
superglued the cash regis- 
ter locks. Toilets were filled 
with cement in Manchester, England. 

Mass resignations in Toronto, Ontario and Glasgow, 
Scotland, left authoritarian managers helpless as employ- 
ees flung their uniforms across the counter. Solidarity 
actions and pickets were held in Australia, New Zealand, 
Germany, Ireland, Sweden and Russia. In Mexico City, 
Mexico, 94 members of the Collective Front of Anarchist 
Vegetarians were arrested after an anti-McDonald's march. 
The demonstrators spray-painted slogans on a McDonald's 
restaurant, handed out leaflets promoting vegetarianism 
and briefly blocked traffic. They are accused of damaging 
property (a shade umbrella and windowpane) and carrying 
explosives (fireworks). 

The global day of action against McDonald's was an 
unprecedented success. However, MWR reminds us that: 
"The global day of action is not in place of daily struggle — 
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it is to inspire it, to develop it. MWR 
emerged as a determined response to 


the idiocy of our working lives. It's an 
angry rebellion against boredom, ex- 
ploitation, poverty and discipline; it's a 


by Yael 

Greenpeace expects governments to 
honor environmental laws and trea- 
ties, but it is choosing to ignore the 
union contracts it has signed. Accord- 
ing to the Greenpeace Door Canvass 
Union (OPIEU Local 343), the 
Greenpeace Canada chapter in Toronto 
closed its door canvass on October 15, 
breaking its union contract and ille- 
gally firing unionized door canvassers. 

The door canvass was closed more 
than a year before the contract ex- 
pired, despite 
the fact that the 
canvass was ex- 
ceeding all of 
the terms of the 
agreement. The 
Greenpeace 
management 
allegedly at- 
tempted to renegotiate the contract 
as early as July by threatening to 
close the program. Supposedly man- 
agement offered new terms to pre- 
vent a shutdown, yet in protest, 
OPIEU Local 343 picketed, held ban- 
ners and leafleted in front of the 
Greenpeace office in Toronto. 

In the past, Greenpeace Canada has 
been criticized for expecting workers 
to work unpaid overtime to meet un- 
fair quotas, where wages and job secu- 
rity are determined not by hours 
worked or seniority — but rather by 
funds raised per individual. Despite 
these work conditions, in its 14-year 


rebellion against the idiocy of 
McDonald's and capitalism. Thou- 
sands take action 
against McDonald's ev- 
ery day we work; every 
incidence of theft or 
sabotage, every refusal 
§. of discipline is an ac- 
I tion taken against 
= McDonald's. Please 
I support McDonald's 
| workers the most im- 
R portant way — by mak- 
ing sure that struggle 
is part of everyday life 
where you live and work!" 

For more information, visit 
www.mwr.org.uk 


history, the Toronto door canvass has 
signed up thousands of new members 
and raised millions of dollars for 
Greenpeace. Canvassers knock on 
doors in all weather conditions and 
have volunteered for hundreds of 
Greenpeace activities — often getting 
arrested at Greenpeace-related protests. 
One of the locked-out canvassers is 
still facing court charges stemming 
from a Greenpeace action. 

Executive Director Peter Tabuns has 
stated that the door canvass was closed 
in an attempt to raise more money by 
shiftingthe focus 
to a phone can- 
vass. He claims 
that all canvass- 
ers were offered 
jobs working on 
the phone can- 
vass, which four 
of the 16 former 
door canvassers have accepted. 

However, this does not explain why 
the only door canvass closed in Canada 
is the Toronto one, which happens to 
be the only one that was unionized. 

This is not about being "cost effec- 
tive" — this is about busting the union. 
The door canvassers bring in around 
$900,000 a year for Greenpeace. 

Job layoffs are not a new thing for 
Greenpeace. In 1996, it disassembled 
all 10 of its offices in the US and laid off 
335 of its 400 staff members, most of 
whom were canvassers. 

Yael gave up canvassing to live in a tent 
in the desert. 


Trout Protected by Court 

US District Judge B. Lynn 
Winmill issued an injunction on 
November 14, which forbids 
rancher Verl Jones from divert- 
ing water out of Otter Creek in 
the Salmon River basin of central 
Idaho. Jones was using the water 
for his livestock operation near 
Challis, Idaho. 

The diversion was causing 
harm to bull trout, a species pro- 
tected under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). 

Judge W inmill's decision is pre- 
cedent setting and creates a wide 
range of implications for both 
farmers and ranchers. Never be- 
fore have the courts halted a wa- 
ter diversion project to protect 
fish listed under the ESA. 

The lawsuit was filed by the 
Western Watersheds Project 
(WWP) and the Committee for 
the High Desert. "The decision 
affirms that farmers and ranch- 
ers cannot violate the ESA," 
WWP Executive Director Jon 
Marvel commented. 

"If listed fish continue to be 
harmed, the irrigators either have 
to change their ways or risk los- 
ing use of their diversions." 

Frog Protection Reversed 

On November 9, a federal judge 
reversed the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service's plan to set aside more 
than four million acres of critical 
habitat for the threatened Califor- 
nia red-legged frog. 

Developers challenged the 
plan in court because of the re- 
strictions on economic devel- 
opment it placed on parts of 28 
counties in California. 

Loss of habitat has caused the 
frog's population to decline rap- 
idly. The Center for Biological 
Diversity estimates that there are 
only four places in the western 
US that have populations of 
more than 350 frogs. The red- 
legged frog was listed as an en- 
dangered species in 1996. 



Milan, Italy 


No Peace for Greenpeace Canvassers 


Greenpeace expects governments 
to honor environmental laws and 
treaties, but it is choosing to ignore 
the union contracts it has signed. 
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Environmental Movement 


BY THE SMARTMEME PROJECT 

Analysis is the most important tool in 
the social change toolbox. It is this work 
to find the points of intervention and 
leverage in the system that we are trying 
to transform, which suggests why, where 
and how to use the other tools. 

We want to explore the thinking 
behind the strategy of taking 
direct action at the points of 
assumption (see EF!J Novem- 
ber-December 2002). Attack- 
ing assumptions can not only 
reframe the way our society 
confronts the ecological cri- 
sis, but it can also create the 
momentum needed for new, 
vibrant social movements to emerge. 
We hope this thinking can inform the 
question that many of us are currently 
asking: What is the next environmen- 
tal movement going to look like? 

Beyond Single-Issue 
Environ mentalism 

Let's begin our analysis by asking our- 
selves two often unanswered questions. 
Why has the radical ecology movement 


failed to capture the imagination of the 
public for more than the proverbial 15 
minutes? Why in the US — the engine of 
consumption that drives the entire sys- 
tem of global destruction — isn't there 
more visible resistance to the suicidal 
direction of our consumer society? 

One easy culprit is the environmen- 
tal movement's failure to w’eave our 


range of issues into a holistic analysis 
about the type of cultural transforma- 
tion that is needed to address the eco- 
logical crisis. This failure means that 
we are competing with ourselves for 
people's limited amount of time and 
compassion, by forcing them to choose 
between issues. Unless our campaigns 
articulate a broader vision, they are 
just more background noise in an in- 
formation-saturated culture. 


Through the internalization of op- 
pressive cultural norms, the system we 
are fighting is not merely structural (e.g., 
biotech facilities, clearcut forests, open- 
pit mines) — it's also inside us. Our minds 
have been colonized by deeply patho- 
logical assumptions that intertwine to 
create the dominant culture's resistance 
to fundamental social change. 

The Control Mythology 

Maintaining control in a 
global system that creates 
such blatant injustice relies 
on the age-old tools of re- 
pression, brutality and ter- 
ror. The naked control that is 
used to criminalize, contain 
and silence dissent among the have- 
nots is obvious. 

Yet this brutality is just one side of 
the system of global control. In addi- 
tion to the widespread use of the stick, 
the global system relies heavily on the 
selective use of the carrot. 

For the majority of consumers in the 
US, the coercion that keeps them 
complicit with the system is not physi- 
cal; it is largely ideological and based 


Why has the radical ecology 
movement failed to capture the 
imagination of the public for more 
than the proverbial 15 minutes? 




Illegal Logging Continues in the Mattole 

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) has continued to blatantly 
disregard an August 29 court order to cease logging. It has 
been harvesting one million board feet a day throughout 
Humboldt County, California, ever since. 

PL moved into the Freshwater watershed on November 
5, and began felling large trees as close as 30 yards to treesits. 
The next day, one woman, Abstract, lay down in the path 
of machinery. She was dragged away by law enforcement. 
Another protester, Tree, was arrested for allegedly interfer- 
ing with a police officer. 

On November 14, PL began to clearcut in the "demon- 
stration forest" — a nesting area of the endangered marbled 
murrelet. After spending a few days in jail, Abstract and Tree 
were released and set up a treesit in the area. 

At four a.m. on November 16, 13 protesters linked arms 
in front of the gates leading into the demonstration forest. 
Two timber workers, attempting to open the gates and clear 
the road, physically assaulted several of the activists, grab- 
bing and throwing people to the ground. 

When work trucks began rolling through the gate, activ- 


ists stood in front of them. The drivers refused to stop and 
charged at the line of protesters with their trucks. An 
activist writing down license plate numbers, was attacked 
and wrestled to the ground. 

The same day, police sent climbers to evict Tree and 
Abstract from their treesit. In a very dangerous operation, 
both activists — who were naked as a means of protest — were 
strapped into harnesses, lowered down and taken to jail. 

Abstract, who employed the non-compliance technique 
of going limp, was dragged and kicked by police. Chunks of 
her hair were pulled out. She is being charged with assault. 

As of December, there were 18 treesits in northern 
California. 

Guard Timber Sale 

On November 8, forest activists gathered outside the 
Guard Timber Sale auction in Oregon, where a police line 
barricaded the Mount Hood Forest Service headquarters. 
One protester was arrested for "illegal dumping" as he 
unloaded props (reclaimed trash found at the Guard Tim- 
ber Sale) for a guerrilla theater skit. 
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on mass acceptance of a common my- 
thology. We all know the big lies: 
Corporate capitalism is the same as 
democracy; humanity is the center- 
piece of creation and "nature" merely a 
resource; the US is the land of equal 
opportunity. These myths shape many 
people's sense of everyday reality and 
create a control mythology — the web of 
stories, symbols and ideas, which de- 
fines our sense of "normal" and limits 
our imagination of social change. This 
buys people's loyalty by normalizing 
an increasingly insane culture. It also 
gives them token privileges so they can 
ignore the plight of others. 

Elements of the control mythology 
have become so deeply imbedded in 
our lives that they now define our 
culture, as witnessed in the unques- 
tioned, unrestrained "right" to con- 
sume. Increasingly in the corporatized 
world, a person's rights are defined by 
their purchasing power (e.g. access to 
health care, education, a nutritious diet, 
mental stimulation). 

The incredible amount of resources 
and effort that corporations have to put 
into perpetuating consumer culture 
through advertising, propaganda, edu- 
cation and socialization is a glimmer of 
hope that the control mythology is a lot 
weaker than many activists think. There 
has never been a more urgent time to ask 


ourselves: How can we catalyze a mass 
psychic break — the point where people 
realize that the system is not working 
and become radicalized? 


Articulating Values Crisis 

One strategy for reaching a larger sec- 
tion of the population, and jarring them 



out of their inertia, is to replace the focus 
on single issues with a focus on values. It 
is the language of values that can be our 
most powerful tool in building a holistic 


analysis with the ability to subvert the 
control mythology. 

Values shift is the recognition that we 
must change the pathological values 
that underlie the global crisis — alien- 
ation from nature, consumer narcis- 
sism, desire to dominate, fear of 
"otherness." However, we must be very 
careful how we frame this concept. Pic- 
ture yourself knocking on the country's 
front door and announcing that you 
have come to shift peoples values. Slam! 

A more effective way to capitalize on 
the power of people's existing values is to 
reveal the difference between what kind 
of world people want to live in and the 
corporate world that is rapidly expand- 
ing. Understanding and exploiting this 
values crisis can allow us to expose one of 
the most blatant revolutionary truths of 
the modern era: the fact that the corpo- 
rate rule system is out of alignment with 
most people's basic values. 

Social scientists have repeatedly 
found that people are more likely to 
believe something that reinforces their 
existing opinions and values than to 
accept information that challenges 
their beliefs. We need to position our- 
selves within people's existing values. 
This means laying claim to life-affirm- 
ing values and showing people that 
corporate capitalism is no longer 
continued on next page 


The protesters performed the skit without props as the 
Guard Timber Sale was sold to Hampton Tree Farms behind 
closed doors. 

ALF Targets Huntingdon Life Sciences 

Two actions, both targeting Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), have been claimed by ALF cells on opposite sides of 
the planet. 

On November 5, in Auckland, New Zealand, the Animal 
Liberation Front paid a visit to the home of the executive 
director of Marsh & McLellan Insurance, J.W. Bitcheno. 
Marsh & McLellan provide liability insurance for HLS's 
animal experiments. 

One of Bitcheno's vehicles was redecorated with paint 
stripper. The pavement outside his house was spray-painted 
with a warning to his neighbors, exposing his support of 
animal killers. 

In Scarsdale, New York, on November 6, a house call was 
made to HLS financial advisor and tax lawyer, Mark Bibi. 
Bibi is also the director of Focused Healthcare Partners 
(FHP). FHP is a front group created by HLS, which takes 
money invested in FHP and re-routes it to HLS, thus giving 
the impression of increased HLS profits. 

The ALF doused Bibi's house with red paint and spray- 
painted slogans denouncing his work for HLS. His 


daughter's car was painted, and its windshield was smashed 
by a rock. 

The two actions were dedicated to British animal rights 
activist, Barry Horne, on the one-year anniversary of his 
death. 

Suburban Treesit Tackles Sprawl 

On November 2, a Los Angeles County resident ascended 
a 400-year-old oak tree that was in danger of being torn out 
to widen a road for new subdivisions in a Santa Clarita 
suburb. The treesitter, John Quigley, is an environmental 
educator who has also spent time in treesits in British 
Columbia, Canada. 

The Santa Clara Organization for Planning and the 
Environment (SCOPE) — an organization comprised of "pro- 
fessionals and homemakers" — decided to recruit someone 
to do civil disobedience in order to highlight the issue of 
sprawl. According to SCOPE, they had to take more drastic 
measures since lawsuits making "a fuss about frogs and 
toads disappearing" haven't been able to hold the public's 
attention. 

Quigley quickly became a local celebrity, receiving visits 
from hordes of media, police, construction workers, curi- 
ous suburbanites and supporters who regularly hopped a 
fence to bring him food. 
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Environmental Movement continued 


continued from previous page 
grounded in the common sense values 
that it has hijacked. 

Although many of our critics are so 
blinded by propaganda and ideology 
that they will always see us as naive, 
unpatriotic or dangerous, there is al- 
ready a critical mass of people 
recognizing that our society is 
facing severe problems. (See de- 
mographer Paul Rey's research 
into the "Cultural Creatives"). 
However, since the mass me- 
dia still reflects the modern, 
technocratic, consumerist 
worldview, these people tend 
to feel isolated and do not rec- 
ognize their true numbers. 

The message is clear: The radical 
ecology movement needs to stop fo- 
cusing on only the details and start 
getting the bigger picture of a holistic 
analysis out there. A simple dichotomy 
for articulating the crisis is the clash 
between a delusional value system that 
fetishizes money and a value system 
centered around the biological reali- 
ties of life's diversity. We need to cast 
these opposing value systems as two 
very different paths for the future of 
our planet. The path shaped by life 


values leads toward many choices — 
the decentralized self-organizing di- 
versity of different cultures, political 
traditions and local economies. While 
the money values path leads to fewer 
choices and the homogeneity of glo- 
bal corporatization. 


Escaping the Protest Ghetto 

One of the biggest pitfalls activists 
face in effectively articulating the val- 
ues crisis is the fact that the category 
of "protester" has been constructed 
to be highly marginal by the estab- 
lishment. Unfortunately, radicals are 
all too often complicit in their 
marginalization by accepting this de- 
piction of protesters as the fringe. 

Activists frequently ghettoize them- 
selves by self-identifying through 
protest and failing to conceive of them- 
selves as building movements that can 


actually change power relations. All 
too often, activists project their own 
sense of powerlessness by mistaking 
militancy for radicalism and mobili- 
zation for movement building. 

Radicals shoot themselves in the foot 
when they try to validate their resis- 
tance with a visible defection from the 
practices and ideas of "mainstream” 
society. To be successful, radicals need 
to separate dissent from the 
self-righteous tone that many 
people associate with protest, 
dodge the defector labels and 
be more effective subverters 
by mobilizing people from 
within the logic of the domi- 
nant culture rather than try- 
ing to reach them as outsiders. 

Creating SmartMemes 

We need new symbols of inclusive 
resistance and transformation. We need 
new memes — the basic units of cultural 
information — to convey the values cri- 
sis. Memes are viral by nature, moving 
easily through our modern world of 
information networks and media satu- 
ration. We need to be training ourselves 
to become "meme warriors” and to tell 
the story of values crisis in different 
ways for different audiences. We must 
get a better sense of who our audiences 
are and target our messages to fit into 


The next environmental movement 
must be able to communicate that 
the central political project of our 
era is the rethinking of what it 
means to be human on planet Earth. 




French McDonald's Attacked by Arson 

On November 7, a fire destroyed a McDonald's 
restaurant under construction in eastern France. It 
blew out the windows, collapsed the building's roof 
and shattered much of the restaurant's interior. 

The McDonald's, a subject of heated controversy in 
the town of Voreppe, was due to open in December. It 
burned amidst a heated court battle launched by local 
residents who objected to the odors and the increased 
traffic expected from the restaurant. The day before 
the fire, residents won a temporary court order sus- 
pending construction. 

Protesters Sack Radioactive. Waste 
Transport in Europe 

In November, a three-day nuclear waste transfer from 
France to Germany was delayed by outraged citizens who 
physically blocked its route in protest. 

In total, more than 10,000 people protesting the transfer 
faced off with 1 7,000 police and paramilitary special units. 


On November 12, 400 pedestrians and 35 tractors 
driven by angry farmers blocked both sides of a train 
bridge near Dannenberg, Germany. Two protesters 
chained themselves to the railroad track near 
Freudenheim. Further down, 150 protesters had to be 
carried off the tracks by police. 

On November 13, police carried 20 protesters off the 
tracks in a town 100 miles south of Hamburg, Ger- 
many. Thousands of people in Hitzacker gathered in 
opposition to the waste transport. Two more people 
chained themselves to the track near Leitstade. 

More than 200 people were brought to a prison 
concentration area in Neu Tramm. Sixteen more were 
injured and became sick from the tear gas used during 
demonstrations in Hitzacker and Harlingen. 

Just before the nuclear caravan arrived at its destina- 
tion — a waste storage facility in Gorleben, Germany — 
1,200 people sat down and blocked its route, forcing a 
four-hour delay. 
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their existing experiences. Our 
revolution(s) will really start rolling as 
soon as the appeal of disobedience is so 
clear that it can easily replicate and 
spread far beyond the limiting defini- 
tion of "protester" or "activist." 

Actions whose messages end as soon as 
the activists break camp cannot 
easily be sustained. We need to 
create moments that echo and lin- 
ger in the mind, like the songs that 
get stuck in your head and the 
scenes from a film you can't forget. 

We need to think in terms of a 
sequence of events, not just a sin- 
gular moment. Our actions must 
create ongoing image events that 
deliver smartMemes with the 
power to move the latent, but well- 
intentioned, bystanders to join us 
in our struggle. 

Media theorist Sut Jhally states 
in his essay, "Advertising at the 
Edge of the Apocalypse," that 
"the imperative task for those who 
want to stress a different set of 
values is to make the struggle for social 
change fun and sexy. By that 1 do not 
mean that we have to use images of 
sexuality, but that we have to find a way 
of thinking about the struggle against 
poverty, against homelessness, for 
healthcare and child-care, to protect the 
environment, in terms of pleasure and 


fun and happiness.” This is articulating 
values crisis. We can attack the corporate 
myth that consumption provides satis- 
faction and reclaim real happiness, mean- 
ing and fun as the realm of social change. 

Carrie McLaren, editor of the radical 
media critique zine Stay Free!, tells a 


fascinating story of activists in New 
York City who took action against the 
control mythology. In 1998, Calvin 
Klein installed an enormous billboard 
that covered the entire side of a build- 
ing in downtown Manhattan, cover- 
ing all of the windows. In response to 
this obvious attack on public space 


and the mental environment, McLaren 
and other like-minded activists cre- 
ated a map that highlighted examples 
of excessive corporate advertising 
around the city. These included lighted 
billboards that were so bright they lit 
up nearby apartments, corporate "graf- 
fiti," police recruiting ads and 
other forms of signage that oblit- 
erated or otherwise polluted the 
visual landscape. They passed 
out the "Free City Maps" as a 
way of creating a political space 
to talk with ordinary people 
about the issues of corporate 
control, consumerism and cre- 
ative resistance. Eventually, the 
city passed ordinances banning 
such excessive advertising. 

Obviously, we don't have easy 
access to the means of production 
and distribution. This should not 
be a reason to give up. It should 
challenge us to be more creative. 
Imbuing social change with laugh- 
ter and pleasure does not require 
massive media equipment and budgets. 
Radical cheerleading, street theater and 
Reclaim the Streets actions have success- 
fully accessed these very means through 
spontaneity, artistic expression and hu- 
mor. These are good starts, but we must 
find ways to take it much further. 

continued on next page 



Nuclear Submarine "Open to Public" 

During a nuclear disarmament camp in England held 
by Trident Ploughshares in November, two activists 
entered a nuclear submarine called "Vanguard" as it was 
being repaired and refueled with radioactive material. 

On November 15, the activists climbed the 
Devonport dockyard fence and walked 900 feet, pass- 
ing by a tennis court, some houses and people as they 
went. They then cut a small hole in the fence sur- 
rounding the submarine with a pair of boltcutters. No 
police or guards were in sight, so they went on board 
the submarine. 

After 20 minutes of wandering around inside the sub- 
marine, the two activists pressed three different alarm 
buttons. The first one didn't work, and no one responded 
to the second one, but the third alarm drew 20 workers 
who came up from below. 

The staff offered the anti-nuclear activists tea and coffee 
and chatted with the activists until the police arrived to 
arrest them. 

The Battle to Save the Gully 

On October 21, the battle to save "the Gully"— a five- 
acre site of bushland in urban Brisbane, Australia — came 


to a head when Earth-moving equipment was brought in, 
followed by 100 protesters and 200 police. 

The Gully is home to a diverse range of species, includ- 
ing eucalyptus, red cedar, the carpet python and rainforest 
dung beetle. The fight to save the area from being devel- 
oped started in the '70s and has included local residents, 
environmental activists and labor unions. 

Ten treesits were established throughout the week of 
actions organized by the Gully Action Group. One elderly 
treesitter was removed from a tree with a cherry picker 
and suffered wrist injuries from police mishandling. 

Police allowed logging and bulldozing to begin with 
protesters still in the area. Some were arrested when they 
tried to get out of the way of machinery and crossed a 
police line. 

On October 23, a local construction union called a work 
ban on the Gully site due to safety concerns and stopped 
work for the day. 

The treesits continued for the rest of the week. Some 
people locked their feet into concrete blocks, and mini- 
gardens were planted where vegetation had been cleared. 

On November 5, police forcibly removed the last of the 
activists. More than 40 people were arrested throughout 
the two weeks of actions defending the Gully. 
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Environmental Movement confirmed 


continued from previous page 

Telling the Future 

A new alternative vision of the fu- 
ture is perhaps the most desperate 
need in the present situation. It will 
most assuredly not come out of the 
sometimes airtight world of current 
environmental activism. 

First, the environmental move- 
ment needs to do a good deal of 
listening to people presently out- 
side the movement. We need to 
get a sense of what people actually 
want, what they long for, what 
they are willing to give up, 
what future they hope for and 
what future they fear. We know 
that ecology is a key ingredient in 
the future of pan-movement politics 
because the ecological collapse is the 
central and most visible contradiction 
in the global system. We know that the 
next environmental movement is not a 
protest movement. It's not a reactive, 
defensive, single-issue movement. The 
next environmental movement must 
be able to communicate that the central 
political project of our era is the rethink- 
ing of what it means to be human on 
planet Earth. Our battlefield will 


expand beyond the logging roads, cor- 
porate offices and trade ministerials to 
directly confront the symbols, mythol- 
ogy and flawed assumptions of corpo- 
rate consumer culture. 

As we work to escape the oppressive 
cultural norms and misguided assump- 
tions of the corpo- 
tfcB/rw rate system, 





our actions must embody these new re- 
alities — the points of potential — that can 
help to catalyze mass defections from the 
pathological norms of today's culture. 

A new environmental movement, if it 
is to catch on outside our current activist 
circles, must appeal to hopes as well as 
fears. It must answer the honest concerns 
of people who think of environmental- 
ism as just another excuse for govern- 
ment manipulation of their lives. It must 


come from the land and relate to the 
land, but it must also have something to 
say to the people who inhabit the land. 
It must provide new myths, ones that are 
more appealing than either the control 
mythology or the looming threat of a 
coming environmental collapse. 

We are already winning. Life is stron- 
ger than greed. Hope is more powerful 
than fear. The values crisis is in full 
swing, and more people are turning 
their backs on the pathological values 
of the doomsday economy. A common 
sense revolution — a revolution in con- 
sciousness— is already underway. More 
and more people are recognizing that 
the collective future of life hangs in 
the balance. 

Now it's up to us to weave our 
hopes, dreams and sense of struggle 
into a new movement that lives up to 
the challenge... 

The smartMeme project is an emerging 
network of thinkers, writers, organizers and 
life-affirming radicals who are learning to 
dream collectively of a different type of activ- 
ism and a different type of culture. This 
article reflects the shared imagination of 
fames John Bell, ]. Cookson, Ilyse Hogue and 
Patrick Reinsborough and incorporates feed- 
back from John Michael Greer. Please join us 
at the EF! Organizers' Conference in Febm- 
ary or contact us at (415) 722-1846; 
patrickr@riseup.net; www.smartmeme.com. 




Peat Destroyers Sabotaged 

On October 7, in Cumbria, England, peat-cutting 
equipment and vehicles at two peat mining sites were 
found sabotaged. 

Three machines owned by William Sinclair Horticul- 
ture, Ltd. were damaged at Bolton Fell Moss. In addition, 
the protective plastic that covered the peat stacks was 
destroyed, and notices demanding an end to peat extrac- 
tion were prominently displayed. At Solway Moss, as 
many as 15 pieces of equipment belonging to L&P Peat, 
Ltd. were destroyed. 

Peatbogs — domes created by absorbent sphagnum moss 
formed in water-logged lowland areas — are unique and 
endangered ecosystems. Corporations mine and sell peat as 
an ingredient in horticulture and landscaping products. 

L&P Peat has begun to use an extraction method that 
completely destroys the hydrology of the moors it mines. 
Both companies are currently expanding their peat min- 
ing operations at Bolton Fell and Solway, despite the fact 
that the sites may soon be designated as Special Areas of 
Conservation by the European Union. 


Climate Justice Summit Held 

On October 28, more than 5,000 people marched to 
protest the United Nations (UN) Convention on Climate 
Change in New Delhi, India. The conference, which set 
out to provide a framework for limiting the gas emissions 
that contribute to global warming, was dominated by 
the US government, oil lobbyists and multinational 
corporations who refuse to commit to any formal agree- 
ment regarding climate change. 

On October 26-27, activists held a counter-sum- 
mit — the Indian Climate Justice Summit (ICJS)— — to 
highlight the flaws of the UN conference. Workshops, 
rallies and a panel discussion covered issues of defor- 
estation, corporate accountability, local struggles 
against the coal and oil industries, indigenous peoples' 
rights and alternative energy. Several thousand people 
participated in ICJS, and the majority were farmers, 
fishworkers and indigenous peoples. More than 20 
countries were represented at the ICJS, including South 
Africa, Brazil and Thailand. 
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An Interview with Jeff Shantz from OCAP 


behalf of others. Our actions are determined by the real needs 
of our members, and we take a course of action in which we 
do whatever it takes to meet those needs. OCAP is a poor 
peoples' movement and we organize among the diverse 
members of the working class, rather than trying to reach out 
to small business people or middle-class liberals. We do not 
organize as a broad but meaningless coalition. 

EFlf: What are the short and long-term goals of OCAP? 

JS: OCAP is an explicitly anti-capitalist organization, so 
our long-term goal is the end of capitalism and the 
, « development of a society based upon mutual 

ab : -jp support and self-determination along with the 
v yp. end of exploitation and oppression. Our short- 
|l>jr term goals are to take care of each other and to 
defend ourselves against bosses, landlords, cops 
and the various other parasites that try to drain 

r the life out of us. 

EF!J: What role does legal reform play in building 
revolutionary movements? 

P Af, JS: We tend to agree with anarchist community 
f organizer and former Black Panther Party political 
prisoner, Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, that reforms are 
? part of our survival, pending revolution. It's tough 
m J ~ to fight for a long-term revolution when you're 

losing your home or 
can't feed your kids. 
We're not going after 
reform for reform's 
sake, but we'll take 
whatever we can get 
to make our lives a 
little better and to give 
us the strength and 
1 = momentum to keep 
I fighting. Even small 
1 victories give people a 
•2 sense that we can ac- 
q tually win. It also gives 
us a taste for larger 
victories. 

In some European 
social movements, there is talk about pushing forward 
reforms that the state won't be able to make — thus making 
evident the limitations of government reform. 

EFlf: What should be the role of protest and disruption in 
challenging and stopping the destruction and repression of 
corporations and governments? 

JS: OCAP tends not to do protests just for the sake of doing 
protests. We learned a long time ago that marches and rallies, 
which are held to simply register our dissent or to shame 
governments that have no shame, are almost completely 
useless. Protest rituals that rely on moral arguments tend to 
confine struggles to the terrain of what the state and bosses 

continued on next page 


by Puck 

The Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) is one 
of the most inspiring direct action organizations I've 
encountered. Its strategy is simple, confrontational and 
astonishingly effective. OCAP's common sense vision is 
uncompromising and based on experience and action, 
rather than just theory. I thought it'd be interesting to 
interview Jeff Shantz, an organizer with OCAP, because 
Earth First! and OCAP 
have some ideals and Ji 
tactics in common: a 
dedication to “no com- 
promise” on any deals 
not made on our terms 
and taking direct ac- 
tion in order to stop ft?** 

injustice. There are 1| 

also significant differ- 
ences in strategy and 
organizing that the EF! 
movement could gain 

from many potential 
allies who would be supportive of the 
sort of world we are working toward, but 
don't relate to the broader ecological 
struggle when it is framed solely as a 
"wilderness" movement. This doesn't 
mean EF! should abandon the wild or 
aim for anything less than the complete 
re-wilding of the Earth and humanity. 

Indeed, it's vital that we create more 
ecologically sound, self-governing and 
egalitarian living strategies that can offer 
people realistic alternatives to the cur- 
rent system of coercion, exploitation and 
alienation from the natural world. 

EFiers need to organize more with those 
who already feel rage and frustration 
with ecocide and other related injustices like patriarchy 
and white supremacy, which keep people divided and 
hold the existing power structure in place. 

In talking with Jeff, he explores ideas and organizing 
strategies for building more effective and inclusive "no 
compromise" movements where participants aren't do- 
ing activism but rather, living revolution in everyday 
life — and "fighting to win." 
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Kicking the ass of the ruling class since 1990 


EFlf: How did OCAP start organizing? 

JS: From the beginning, the group was dedicated to mili- 
tant direct action rather than consultation and compromise. 
OCAP has never been primarily an advocacy group acting on 
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Fighting to 


VV II L continued 

continued from previous page 
find permissible, and thus they are ineffective for making 
real gains on our terms and in ways that meet our needs. 
We know that we have no interests or values in common 
with the economic and political powerholders, so we don't 
try to "reach them" on any level — except maybe with the 
back of our hands. 

Instead, we go at them directly where it hurts: in their 
bank accounts. OCAP does whatever it takes to make it 
impossible for the exploiters to implement and carry out 
their agenda. Part of that strategy means acting in ways that 
raise the costs of doing business. It also means refusing to 
acknowledge their 
"right" to make the de- 
cisions that funda- 
mentally affect all of 
us. We neither recog- 
nize nor respect gov- 
ernment or corporate 
authority, and we see 
it plainly for what it is: 
an impediment to our self-determination and an attempt to 
monopolize social power in their hands. 

EF!f: How is direct action used by OCAP? What do you feel 
is the importance of direct action in addressing injustice? 

JS: We are a do-it-ourself organization, so we don't rely on 
representatives or experts to do things for us. If people are 
facing an eviction, we go directly to their home to make the 
eviction impossible for the landlord and sheriff. If someone 
is being denied back pay, we take a picket right to the boss and 
dismpt business until the money is forthcoming. For people 



No Borders; No Nations; Stop Deportations 

who are excluded from channels of power and don't want to 
deal with such rotten channels anyway, direct action — taking 
responsibility for the decisions that affect our own lives — is 
the most effective means of building collective power. 

At the same time, we recognize that one of the areas we 

need to do more work 
on is in building dual 
power institutions 
that can meet our 
needs in the here- 
and-now, without 
having to rely on the 
state. These dual 
power institutions 
would offer real alternatives to the state. In the past, labor 
unions provided the basis for such dual power, in medical 
clinics, Summer camps, hostels, underground railroads 
and schools for workers. OCAP's recent squatting cam- 
paign, notably the Pope Squat, is part of our effort to build 
more permanent dual power institutions where we pro- 
vide for our necessities — in this case, shelter — without 
waiting for the state to act. 

EF!f: OCAP has said that, “As long as movements remain 
trapped in methods of limited protest, governments and 


We know that we have no interests or values in 
common with the economic and political 
powerholders, so we don’t try to “reach them” on any 
level — except maybe with the back of our hands. 


Creating Revolution in Everyday Life 


by Jeff Shantz 

Since 1990, the Toronto-based 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
(OCAP) has been defending and em- 
powering poor and homeless people 
to fight back against the system that 
crushes them. 

OCAP works to defend people on 
a day-to-day basis. Its "direct action 
casework" consists of utilizing an 
innovative combination of direct ac- 
tions, legal strategies and mass mo- 
bilizations in order to win immedi- 
ate gains for individual people, while 


contributing to building the relation- 
ships necessary for maintaining long- 
term struggles. OCAP has opened 
squats, won back pay from employers, 
blocked deportations and evictions, 
physically and legally defended home- 
less and poor people against the courts, 
fought riot police in the streets and 
confronted numerous other in j ustices. 

During the Active Resistance anar- 
chist gathering in 1998, OCAP helped 
to organize the "Hands Off Street 
Youth" march. Participants demanded 
that police and Toronto city officials 
immediately end their harassment of 


squeegeers (people who clean car 
windows for money). That Summer, 
OCAP began fighting panhandling 
and squeegeeing tickets in court, 
and it has won every case thus far. 

In 1999, OCAP organized a sev- 
eral-hundred-strong occupation of 
Allan Gardens, a park where cops 
were routinely harassing homeless 
people. The space was established as 
a communal "Safe Park,” and for 
three days, it was a beacon of mu- 
tual aid in practice. People lived 
together, fed, helped and cared for 
each other. 
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corporations will continue to escalate their attacks" on poor 
people , people of color and the Earth. What would real resis- 
tance look like to OCAP? 

JS: As a small organization of poor people, OCAP can only 
do so much. As one of our members once said, we're like the 
pesky mosquito that won't go away. But in order for capital- 
ism to be fundamentally challenged, the slumbering el- 
ephant of organized labor has to stir. Just to give one 
example: Autoworkers in Windsor and Detroit could cause 
millions of dollars in damage to their bosses by disrupting 
production in the factories or blocking transportation of 
products across the Ambassador Bridge (the key link in the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement su- 
perhighway) for only a 
few hours. Until we're 
in a situation where 
the rank-and-file can 
throw off both their 
own union and corpo- 
rate bosses, real resistance is still only on the horizon. 

EF!J: How does OCAP do outreach and education? 

JS: Outreach is done first and foremost through our work. 
Poor people know about us because we come through. We 
get real results, and the word spreads far 
and fast. 

As far as education, we've done a 
number of workshops on direct action 
casework for community groups and 
unions. We also have a regular publica- 
tion, They Call It Struggle for a Reason, 
that offers a mix of news and theory. In 
addition, OCAP hosts two shows on 
local community radio stations. 

Direct actions are also about educa- 
tion, especially self-education. When 
we do an action, we learn that despite 
this system's best efforts to beat us 
down, we can actually enjoy some 
victories. Institutions that appear mysterious or impen- 
etrable often come undone when confronted by a delega- 
tion of 10-20 people who are sure of their purpose. Direct 


action teaches us that we can shake those in power and 
build a movement that fundamentally challenges the 
existing arrangement. 

EF!J: Do you feel that OCAP's militant direct action stance 
(advocating self-defense rather than nonviolence) has overall 
attracted or alienated potential supporters? 

JS: As one of our members said, "We are loved and hated 
in all the appropriate places." We never try to win the 
approval of liberals, moralists or would-be benefactors, 
such as the trade union leadership. If their support is 
forthcoming, that's fine. However, we recognize how fickle 
it can be, and we don't plan around it. 

After our "eviction" 
of the former Provin- 
cial Finance Minister in 
June 2001, several la- 
bor leaders, in a despi- 
cable act of class 
betrayal, met with the 
Labor Minister and 
agreed to cut funding to OCAP. After OCAP set up a squat in 
an abandoned building for housing this past Summer, the 
Canadian AutoWorkers — our largest single source of funds — 
renewed their ties with us. And so it goes. We keep doing what 

we have to do. 

For more information, con- 
tact OCAP, 517 College St, Ste 
234, Toronto, Ontario M6G 
4A2, Canada; (416) 925-6939; 
ocap@tao.ca; www.ocap.tao.ca. 
Jeff Shantz is a member of 
-g. OCAP and a founding member of 
I the Workers ' Solidari ty Network, 
| a group that organizes to support 
rank-and-file workers in their 
g struggles. He co-hosts the OCAP 
~ Review, a community radio show 
in North Toronto. Judi Bari is one 
of his great inspirations. 

Puck works toward a day when money and national borders 
will be as meaningless to humans as they are to eagles and 
mountain lions. 


Direct action teaches us that we can shake those in 
power and build a movement that fundamentally 
challenges the existing arrangement. 



The Pope Squat 


In June 2000, OCAP, along with a 
delegation of homeless and poor 
people, marched and demanded to 
address Ontario’s provincial legisla- 
ture. The march ended with a full- 
scale police riot. Despite full-speed 
baton charges by mounted riot po- 
lice, it took more than an hour for 
the cops to clear people from the 
grounds. Demonstrators put up so 
much resistance that many cops con- 
templated leaving the police force. 

In early September 2001, OCAP 
and its allies went directly to 
Toronto's Pearson International Air- 
port to demand an end to threats of 
deportation against three families. 


Leaflets were given to passengers, and a 
visit was paid to Canada's deportation 
office. All three deportations were even- 
tually canceled. 

In October 2001, OCAP helped to 
organize a march where more than 
2,000 people took over the streets in 
Toronto's financial district. The 
snake-like march, which was part of 
a larger campaign of economic dis- 
ruption intending to force the pro- 
vincial government out of office, 
caused the government's business 
backers to lose hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in revenue. 

The situation concerning the lack of 
affordable housing has reached a crisis 


level in cities throughout Canada. In 
Toronto, more than 2,000 tenants 
are evicted each month. In order to 
illustrate the humiliation and dis- 
ruption of eviction, OCAP "evicted" 
the Provincial Financial Minister of 
Ontario from his office, tossing his 
furniture into the street. 

OCAP and its supporters also or- 
ganized a squat timed to coincide 
with the Pope's visit to Ontario in 
August. They occupied an aban- 
doned building, the Pope Squat, for 
four months before the police forced 
them out. 

In 2003, OCAP intends to organize 
coast to coast housing takeovers. 
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A mama wolf sacrificing her food so that her pups 
may survive to Susan Moloney for her 52-day hunger 
strike outside the California State Capitol building. She 
lost 22 pounds. Starting her fast on October 7, Moloney's 
intention was to put pressure on Governor Gray Davis 
to keep a 1998 campaign promise that "all old-growth 
trees are spared from the lumberjack's axe." She for- 
mally requested a meeting with Davis, who was conve- 


People of Color Environmental Lead 
ership Summit in Washington, DC, 
in October. This was the second time 
that the international environmen- 
tal justice community has gotten 
together to organize against en- 
vironmental racism; the first en- 
vironmental justice summit was 



Wolves and Poodles 



niently "unavailable." Davis 
still claims that all old-growth 
forests have been saved, de- 
spite the fact that nearly seven 
million acres remain unpro- 
tected. However, Moloney's fast 
and the support she received per- 
suaded the state Senate to hold a hear- 
ing on ancient trees next year. 

A wolf who faithfully returns every year to the same 
location to the folks at the annual School of Americas 
protest in Fort Benning, Georgia. This year's action was 
the second largest to date, drawing 1 1 ,000 people. Ninety- 
six demonstrators were arrested for entering the base, 
commonly referred to as the School of the Assassins. The 
SOA, operated by the US Army, trains Latin American 
soldiers in combat and counter-insurgency tactics. SOA 
graduates have committed human rights violations and 
propped up corrupt, US- 
sponsored dictatorships 
throughout Latin America. 

A wolf pack patrolling 
its territory to the towns- 
people of Mount Washing- 
ton, Massachusetts, who 
were instrumental in saving 
1,000 acres of old-growth hem- 
locks and dwarf-pitch pines dis- 
covered on Mount Everett, as well as 
a panoply of rare plants. Three years 
ago, plans were in the works to build 
powerlines and install a telecommuni- 
cations facility in this unique area. In 
response, local activist Eleanor 
Tillinghast began collecting donations 
from the town's 92 residents to fund 
$40,000 in scientific studies by plant and 
tree specialists. The scientists discovered that 
it is the largest intact old-growth forest in the 
state. Now, as a result of the surveys, the 
powerlines will not be installed and the forest 
is protected. 

A wolf pack circling its prey to the environmental 
justice activists who attended the Second National 



held in 1991. 

A wolf hybrid 
slowly recovering 
from a case of 
suburbanitis to the 
McCoy and Hiller 
families of Boulder, Colorado, for not turning in a 
kitty-killing cougar. Greg McCoy attempted to retrieve 
little Oreo, his daughter's cat, from the jaws of the 
cougar. He was set straight by a "fist with four nails in it" 
across the cheek. 

The big cat ran off with its meal, but it reappeared the 
next day in the backyard of McCoy's neighbors, the 
Hillers. Nine-year-old Emily Hiller was eating toast with 
peanut butter when she glanced out the kitchen window 
to see the cougar devouring a deer carcass. Rather than 
freak-out and call wildlife control officials, the families 
chose to enjoy this rare gift. Even McCoy, minus a kitty 
and bleeding from the head, said, "We choose to live in 
their backyard, so we have got to put up with them." 

A poodle licking George Bush's ass to the Sierra 
Club's Executive Board of Directors for trying to silence 
its Glen Canyon chapter for speaking out against the war 
on Iraq. In December, Carl Pope, the executive poodle, 
threatened to remove the Utah activ- 
ists from its regional ruling board 
and disband the group. A Sierra 
Club spokesman explained 
the hierarchy of the orga- 
nization: "There is only 
one Sierra Club, and 
when the group comes 
up with a position, that 
is going to be the posi- 
tion the members have 
to honor." 

A poodle whose 
brain is attached to a 
detonator to the 
Army's 73rd Engineer 
Company at Fort Lewis, 
Washington, who used 250 
pounds of explosives to fell 
more than 1 00 Douglas fir trees. 
In November, under the 
premise of ecological manage- 
ment, explosives were strapped to 
the trunk of each tree and blown up. The purpose was to 
make firing, sightlines and mobility paths for the 
infantrymen's training area. 
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Banana Creme in Boston HSBC Holdings, a giant banking and Research in its transgenic servicing of 

During a book signing at the Boston holding company that played a key the controversial Waikato dairy herd; 

Public Library on October 4, the Biotic role in laundering money to the late pushing for dismissal of public and sci- 

Baking Brigade's Agent Boston Creme Nigerian military dictator, General Sani entific concerns; milking public hopes 

delivered a banana-cream flavored re- Abacha. HSBC Holdings was caught for medical wonder-drugs; and for gen- 
view directly to the author Thomas laundering money again in Septem- eral attempts to turn bull into cream for 
Friedman. Friedman is a well-known ber, this time in Spain. human consumption. Now that the 

newspaper columnist who is notorious Two commandantes from the tables are turned, the GE industry can- 
tor promoting free Greenwash not wipe its face clean anymore.” 


market globalization 
and US supremacy. 
Twice a week, his es- 
says appear in the 
New York Times, 
extolling the US. 
government's lead- 
ership, magnanimi- 
ty and generosity. 
Somehow, he always 
neglects to mention 
that US foreign 
policy supports op- 
pressive, dictatorial 



Payback time for Sir Mark Moody Stuart 


Guerrillas wel- 
comed Stuart 
with a gener- 
ous helping of 
creme pie and 
a full tub of 
"greenwash.” 

"In light of 
the unethical 
activities of the 
companies [he 
is involved 
with], it looked 


The pie was ordered especially to 
fit the particular requirements of the 
target. Ingredients included: cow 
byproducts, GE plant-derived oil and 
starches, spices, emulsifiers and 
preservatives. 

Rolleston is just one of several apolo- 
gists from the GE industry who has 
been targeted by the international 
pastry uprising for crimes against truth, 
language, democracy and nature. 

The BBBPD has recently established 
a network of locally owned organic 
bakeries throughout 


regimes. Or that the implementation 
of his beloved free market economic 
theories causes bitter poverty, environ- 
mental destruction and strong anti- 
American sentiment all over the world. 

Although Agent Boston Creme was 
apprehended, he managed to emerge 
uncharged with any crime. 



New Zealand. It has 
links to 48 divisions 
internationally and 
has successfully in- 
serted recipes into 
more than 1,500 recipe 
books in eight differ- 
ent languages. 


Greenwash Pie in Picadilly 

On October 9, Sir Mark Moody 
Stuart, who recently facilitated the 
complete sell-out of the World Sum- 
mit for Sustainable Development to 
big business interests, arrived at a panel 
discussion at the St. James Church in 
Picadilly, England, to find dessert there 
waiting for him. 

Stuart's resume drips with blood from 
South African apartheid and its con- 
tinuing legacy of white supremacy, 
plundering the environment and mur- 
dering nine Nigerian environmental 
and political activists in 1995. Stuart is 
the former chairman of Royal Dutch/ 
Shell, and he recently ascended the 
throne of the world’s largest diamond 
mining empire: Anglo American. 
Stuart's credentials also include serv- 
ing as the director of Accenture and 


like Stuart's veneer of greenwash was 
wearing a bit thin. We thought it'd be a 
good idea to give him a quick touch up, " 
one of the guerrillas explained. They 
dispatched their gifts and fled into the 
night, chuckling heartily. 

GE Treats in New Zealand 

William Rolleston, the public face 
of New Zealand's pro-genetic engi- 
neering (GE) lobby group, Life Sci- 
ences Network, found himself on the 
receiving end of a hand-to-face pie on 
October 14. 

The full-facial presentation — "Op- 
eration: Magpie" — was planned by the 
Pacific Division of the Biotic Baking 
Brigade (BBBPD). 

Special Agent Puha, who delivered 
the pie, said: "He was pied for a number 
of offenses, including support of Ag 


Speaking Pie to Power 

The worldwide pastry resistance is 
on the rise. Diverse in philosophy 
and targets, diffuse in geography and 
structure, the clandestine bakers' 
movement is comprised of freedom- 
loving people with a sense of aplomb 
and gastronomies. 

With unwavering aim and a vision of 
a just and ecologically sustainable 
world, pie-slinging agents with the Bi- 
otic Baking Brigade will continue to 
deliver sweet bits of justice into the 
faces of corporate executives, politi- 
cians, economists and those who sell 
out people and the planet. 

For more information, contact 
Friends of the BBB, POB 40130, San 
Francisco, CA 94140; bbb@asis.com; 
www.asis.com/~agit-prop/bbb; 
www.dessertstorm.org. 
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(Ztear as cut (2/Lass and Qust as r E5an%e t ious 


It’s Never too Late to Do Nothing 
(thanks to Allen Ginsberg for the inspiration) 

It’s never too late to do nothing 

It’s never too late to not shop 

It’s never too late not to buy one damned thing 

It’s never too late to let the cash registers stop 

It’s never too late to let the fields go back to seed 
It’s never too late to not breed 
It’s never too late to not get in the car and not drive 
It’s never too late to just survive 

You know, it’s never too late to let the machines go to rust 
It’s never too late to let the pipes just naturally bust 
It’s never too late to end our consumption 
It’s never too late to have a good economic depression 

It’s never too late to let the economy go completely broke 
It’s never too late to let industrial growth go up in smoke 
It’s never too late to let the infrastructure collapse 
It’s never too late to root for the apocalypse 

No, it’s never too late to do nothing 

It’s never too late to not do one destructive thing 

It’s never too late to let entropy rise 

It’s never too late to let industrial dominance die 

It’s never too late to do nothing 

It’s never too late to let syphilization just rot 

It’s never too late to let the biosphere grow back over us 

After all, it’s the only one we’ve got 

No, it’s never too late to do nothing 
It’s never too late to do nothing 

— Dwight Worker 



Truly Blessed 

Glorious golden sun 

pokes and prods at my eyelids 

whispering to awake 

another majestic day 

Below milk white mist 

tinged with the reflection 

tenderly touches the yawning forest 

Nature’s morning breath breeze 

sweet as honey 

to my tantalized senses 

Varying shades of green 

raise their arms to embrace this magical beauty 

I climb to the top of my perch 

reaching in to the heavens 

raising my hands in absolute adoration 

to the spiritual wonderment of Creation 


— Julia Butterfly Hill 


•/Ml lights teseived to the authors. 

Send yb>oems to: TOa.t’ilot *jb>oets Society, ^!>0/S 14501 , ^etkeley, (Z/\ 947^'55 ( ~ > ^ 
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Love it or leave it the Rednecks say & I’m all roots 
& getting redder here at Cloud Acre looking south to Lone Cone. 
Willow buds thick in the highway barrow ditch. 

Late spring Asparagus & bottle blue Iris. 


Aisles Where the Dead Sleep 

You call them roads 
I call them 

Aisles where the dead sleep, 

You call it independent freedom 
I call it a casualty. 

Oil and concrete 

Pack quite a punch 

Will quench the food chain. 

Fur matted into blood bone absence 
The green roadsides are emptying, 
Aisles where the dead sleep 
Take us from driveway to driveway. 

— -Jenny McBride 


Each night listening for the arpeggio whistle of 
Wilson Snipe wings as they do the loop-to-loop 
Keeping us Mosquito free amid 
The irrigated wetlands of Maverick Draw. 

In my own kept fields a volunteer orchard of summer 
Sour Cherry & 27 fall varieties of heirloom seed Potatoes 
Desiree. Ozette. Rose Finn Apple. Winters it’s Sirius 
Snapping at Orion’s heel on a rip across the milky night sky. 

What better place to call Home 

Than this high desert cloud mesa wrong turn 

Rippling of the continental plates before they slap down 

Fanning toward the Coast? 

Let others take the Plains. The Great Basin. The indolent 
Urban grids where most our species thrives. 

Give me raw rock. Mountains. Impossible cliffs. 

Cedar Pinon. Sage & the silvery blue Juniper. 

Give me vistas free of rooflines. 

Whole counties without stoplights. 

Give me sun in the window. 

Water in the pond. 

What works for the Wolf 
Works for me. Food in the winter. 

Range to roam in & miles & miles of 
The more than human always wild. 



— Art Goodtimes 
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continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

Greetings! I have been 
dwelling in an ancient red- 
wood named "Everlasting 
Life" on the northwest coast 
in Humboldt County, Cali- 
fornia for six months with- 
out touching the ground. 

There wasa 13-13- 
13 action recently: 

13 womyn in 13 
trees for 13 days in 
honor of the 13 
moons of a year. 

Treesits popped up 
overnight in the 
Freshwater grove — 
where Remedy and I 
sit. So many beauti- 
ful sisters and broth- 
ers (ground support, 
outreach, etc.) par- 
ticipated that con- 
tinue to do so in 
the struggle against 
Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber's unsustain- 
able logging prac- 
tices and 17-year 
massacre of the eco- 
system, as well as the 
subsequent trauma 
and displacement of 
all species of life 
from humyns (both commu- 
nity members and loggers) to 
wild animals to plant life. 

Although we have lots of 
people willing and able to 
act in whatever way they can, 
the forest is still in need. Any 
kind of help is immensely 
appreciated: donations of or- 
ganic vegetarian food, wa- 
ter, climbing gear, treesit 
building materials, tarps, 
warm clothing, blankets, 
love, the actual treesitting 
itself and/or volunteering to 
do ground support. 

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber 
continues to ignore a "stay" 
order issued by Judge Golden 
of Humboldt County court, 
but all hope is not lost. When 
the law does not work, we go 
above and beyond... literally! 
And that is why we sit in trees! 

For more info., call (707) 
826-6598 or (707) 443-3663. 
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Action is the antidote to de- 
spair! In solidarity and love, 
— Wren 

Dear SFB, 

I am a fellow wanderer that 
is not necessarily lost. 

I read and reread your ar- 
ticle in Earth First! on direct 



action at the various points. I 
feel like I have been doused 
with some kind of really cold 
beverage. Thanks. 

I am a former pre-epidemi- 
ology student — my focus used 
to be on public health and 
the media and education. 
Now I work in Chicago at the 
YWCA doing sexual violence 
prevention education and 
various political things. But 
epidemiology appealed to me 
in that it was the study of 
diseases, their distribution 
and their prevention. It is a 
field that still grasps me. I so 
appreciate the application of 
epidemiology to activism and 
social change in general. 

Also, I love the application 
of decolonization to chang- 
ing thought. I started read- 
ing Frantz Fanon several 
months ago, and his ideas on 
decolonization really got to 


me — I too applied them to 
our internal worlds and how 
we are daily fighting outside 
colonization and we are as- 
similating and we are accept- 
ing new ideas as we would 
accept immigrants... 

A long time ago I read a 
book: The Parable of the Tribes 
by Albert Schmookler. 
Incredible. Also about 
colonization— about 
what a tribe can do 
when an outside tribe 
is invading... It might 
supplement your cur- 
rent ideas on this stuff. 

If there is anyway 
I can help with what 
you do or get in- 
volved, please let me 
know — I have been 
a sharing your article 
| with my friends and 
| colleagues who in- 
a sist on direct action 
| and organizing and 
t stuff, but they have 
| a very narrow view 
|? of what it is to really 
2 change ideas... The 
| book on the tipping 
? point is one I need to 
read ASAP. 

Thanks for your 
work — thanks for being a col- 
lective. Thanks for such a re- 
freshing article. 

Cheers! 

— Tanuja Jagernauth 

TANUJA-DEVI@LYCOS.COM 

Dear Shift Yur Braids, 

With all due respect to 
Patrick Reinsborough and the 
other writers of "Direct Action 
at the Points of Assumption," 
there's nothing new there. All 
those things are going on in 
the movement and more. The 
piece sounds like an exercise in 
elite activist psycho babble. 
Yackety yak. They even point 
to the points where much of 
the noted action is happening. 
If they think there needs to be 
more (don't we all?), why don't 
they just say it and get back to 
work. That piece sounds like 
feeding time at the academy! 
Maybe if Reinsborough spent 



more time answering his mail 
and less time jawing about 
what everybody already knows 
(xcept newcomers, of course), 
we might get more done 
around this scary ass society. I 
guess movement "leaders" 
need their ink regardless, right? 

— Acorn 


Dear SFB, 

Nice synchronicity, if it 
wasn't intentional, between 
the Samhain cover and the 
article by Bell, Cookson, 
Hogue and Reinsborough in- 
side. In pre-industrial West- 
ern traditions, the pentagram 
symbolizes the five elements 
of natural magic and alchemy, 
and those same five elements 
can be used as a cognitive tool 
to understand the article's five 
points of direct action. 

The point of destruction 
would be Earth: the hard, on- 
the-ground realities of the glo- 
bal devastation set in motion 
by industrial society. The point 
of consumption is Water: the 
receptive and passive element, 
deeply linked to the emotions. 
The point of decision is Fire: 
the power of the will. The 
point of assumption is Air: the 
element of intellect and im- 
age. The point of possibility, 
finally, is Spirit: the undefined 
and undifferentiated, from 
which all other factors emerge. 

The old magical lore has it 
that one important pattern 
of flow runs from Spirit to 
Air, to Fire, to Water and fi- 
nally to Earth. 

No accident that a lot of the 
most effective environmental 
campaigns have followed this 
course, first creating a vision of 
possibility, then using it to 
shape assumptions that affect 
decisions and finally changing 
habits of consumption and eco- 
logical damage with the mo- 
mentum already gained. No 
accident, equally, that main- 
stream environmental groups 
have been able to do so little; 
they have yet to offer a vision of 
possibility noticeably different 
from the industrial culture they 


• • 




claim to oppose and end up co- 
opted by the mythology of 
progress that drives the whole 
wretched system. 

The other relationships that 
flow around the magical pen- 
tagram can also be worked out 
in the article's terms, but I 
won't belabor that here. More 
to the point, this may show 
one way in which magical lore 
from the pre-industrial West, 
and from other traditional and 
indigenous societies as well, 
can be used as mental 
monkeywrenches in the 
present crisis of the Earth. As 
Bell, Cookson, Hogue and 
Reinsborough point out, 
there's no way to change the 
system except by changing the 
thinking that makes the sys- 
tem inevitable. The old lore 
can help us do that. 

—John Michael Greer 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Sprung's article, "Wildfire 
Fights the Class War" (see EF!J 
September-October 2002), was, 
in spots, more enthusiastic 
than true. "Little sympathy was 
roused in the mainstream 
when wild areas were devel- 
oped for the enjoyment of 34 
million, mostly white, urban 
escapees and rural recluses," 
Sprung wrote, adding, "So far, 
three billion dollars have been 
spent this year to save expen- 
sive homes..." 

I live in Oregon's Cascade 
Range. 1 make about $4,000 a 
year cleaning houses for old 
folks out here fighting death. 
My neighbors are loggers and 
retired enlisted — ignorant poor 
white trash and very lucky can- 
non fodder. The poverty here 
is Appalachian. Blue tarps over 
the roof to keep out the rain. 
Crumbling plasterboard mo- 
bile homes. A majority of this 
town of 1 75 is on food stamps. 
And for the fewer and fewer 
kids here, graduating from high 
school means joining the mili- 
tary because not only do you 
come out not knowing a damn 
thing, but because there is 
nothing else to do. 


Almost all of rural Oregon is 
like this. And almost everyone 
in rural Oregon was scared 
shitless by last Summer's wild- 
fires. Sprung, would you want 
your house to bum down? Even 
a shitty shack? Should we all 
live in cities with cameras on 
every street corner and noise 
and violence and fear and traf- 
fic and air that can kill you? 
Because that's the reality. Some 
folks prefer not having to look 
mean all day. Some folks feel 
sick in cities. Some do not even 
feel right unless they can grow 
their own food supply. And a 
few (even the pot-growing, 
republican, atheist home- 
schoolers down my street) sus- 
pect urban-suburban life is just 
highly-organized knuckling 
under. The idea that the 
firefighters are out here, lack- 
eys saving mansions — it's just 
not true. 

— Kat Cattail 

Dear SFB, 

The Earth First! journal 
makes some hefty assump- 
tions about its readers. Please 
print more about Deep Ecol- 
ogy and less about prisoners, 
Huntingdon 
Life Sciences 
and other 
animal rights 
activities, 
and the anti- 
globalization 
movement. 

What gets 
me to pickup 
the journal is 
that it's alleg- 
edly about 
the Earth. 

Some of the 
arenas the 
EF!J strays 
into are turn- 
offs. I'm not an anarchist, I 
don't oppose globalization 
and I'm not anti-capitalism. I 
love the Earth, period. That's 
all you can assume about me. 
The journal occasionally bears 
resemblance to one of those 
lefty pseudo-radical rags for 
middle class white kids who 


eat out of dumpsters just to 
show their people back in the 
suburbs that they can. It's that 
tendency within the EF!j, and 
in the movement, that some- 
times has me reach for Wild 
Earth instead of the EF!j. 

The publication quality of 
the journal is excellent. I 
would, however, like to see 
the journal contain more info 
for newcomers and acknowl- 
edgment that in different 
parts of the country "no com- 
promise" activism looks dif- 
ferent than in other parts. And 
please, just stick to the Earth. 

Sincerely, 

— Ayelet Hines 

Dear SFB, 

Please cancel my subscrip- 
tion to Earth First! Journal. Af- 
ter reading a few issues, I find 
the journal to be more about 
social issues and not as much 
about environmental issues. 
I'm probably a throwback, but 
I have little interest in read- 
ing two whole pages of people 
griping that their articles were 
edited and then having the 
editors essentially grovel for 
exercising normal editing 


procedures, all because of the 
ethnicity of the writer. What 
the heck does any of that have 
to do with wilderness? There's 
some good stuff in there, but 
a lot that really doesn't inter- 
est me. Thanks. 

Hayduke Lives!, 

— Richard Trump 


Hello Earth Firstlers, 

I've always been an Earth 
First! sympathizer, an armchair 
Earth First!er. Leave nature 
alone, I always say, nature 
knows best how to manage 
itself; nature even made us, 
after all (perhaps not a mo- 
ment to be proud of in the 
history of evolution). 

I always tell people that we 
humans are not at all qualified 
for the job of being the stew- 
ards of evolution or Earth man- 
agement. Look what we've 
done! Appoint the far and 
away most major predator 
that ever lived to manage life? 
Insanity is everywhere. We 
may even be the harbingers 
of the destruction of all verte- 
brates, as you suggest in your 
website, which I only read 
just now. 

Speaking of your website, it 
is so powerful that I was moved 
to tears reading it. The way you 
worded things was just so right. 
I've never had a good way of 
telling people why to preserve 
the natural nature everywhere, 
even removing the human im- 
pact from nature that's cur- 
rently being suffocated. But 
you were able to 
speak to that in 
an inspirational 
way. I'm going 
to print your 
§ pages out and 
| try to get every- 
.J one I know to 
s read them. I no- 
-| ticed that the 
o pages I read were 
5 dated 1998 or 
I. so. No matter. 

g 

n The points you 
5 make get truer 
every day. The 
whole issue of 
human impact 
is beyond all proportion. And 
there is no other issue of any 
importance by comparison. 

I wish all of you big-hearted 
folks a long life and an influ- 
ential one. I know there's 
been a recent human death 
in the northern woods, while 
continued on next page 


BEET THE SYSTEM 
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dear shit for brains: 


continued from previous page 
protesting the lumbering. 
Whoever he was, he's a hero. 
His protest stood for millions 
of people, like me, who 
weren't there. It's activists like 
him and you who bring about 
the treasured social changes 
that we all need and look for- 
ward to. You who struggle 
uncompromisingly and speak 
for Life on Earth are among 
the very few protecting it. 
Without you, what chance 
does it have? The rest of us 
either support your efforts or 
sacrifice the lives of our grand- 
children — and those of most 
animals — on the altar of "suc- 
cess." (It used to be called 
"progress." By any other 
name, it smells the same.) 

Please accept my check for 
one first-class subscription to 
the Journal. At least it will sit 
here in this church for many 
people to look over. 

In process, 

— Florence Windfall 

The Fellowship of Humanity 

Dear EF, 

A common question is: 
Where will all our 
struggles end up? 

The tendency is 
to answer with a 
utopian picture. 

There are a num- 
ber of theories as 
to how we will 
function in the 
future. Stop over- 
consumption so 
we can restore 
some of the natu- 
ral order. 

So the Earth and 
all living things 
may flourish for 
their own sake 
once again. 

It only confuses people to 
paint too rosy a picture. It 
makes people think the move- 
ment is dishonest in its goals. 

It also causes people to think 
we can build a movement with- 
out being committed to hard 
work and sacrifice now. The 
movement needs hard work 
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and so will the future. W e need 
to expect and accept less. That 
means giving up money, time 
and labor. Some people under- 
stand this and make great sac- 
rifice. Others pay lip service. 

Who will set the terms of 
how we will struggle against 
the power? An example of 
the enemy setting the terms: 
1,500 people marched peace- 
fully down the sidewalk and 
rallied in a park. One young 
anarchist jumped into the 
road and called on people to 
take the streets. No one fol- 
lowed. Peacekeepers and even 
a few demonstrators heckled 
her. They didn't even give 
support when the police con- 
verged on her. The problem 
here is that many of these 
people believe that change 
will come from pressuring the 
system . This thinking of pres- 
sure and obedience is very 
dangerous. Instead, how 
about: By any means neces- 
sary, get rid of the system. We 
need more things like critical 
mass. National forms of mass 
disobedience. And more seri- 
ous tactics. 


A major problem — and it is 
strong inside the move- 
ment — are issues of racism, 
sexism and homophobia. We 
must begin to talk seriously 
about what to do to change 
our thinking and the think- 
ing of others. 

Whenever possible, we 
should be clear that it is the 


whole system of capitalism 
that must be brought down. 
Replacing it with commu- 
nity. Not being sucked into 
situations that help them stay 
in power, because they give 
up few concessions. It is our 
responsibility to undermine 
everything that helps the sys- 
tem keep going. 

We have to show people 
there is a better way. Doing 
sustainable living projects and 
teaching by example. I've seen 
some amazing permaculture 
spreading house to house— 
by working people, who didn't 
have much money and got 
lots of their food supply from 
doing it. 

— Fred Davis 

Dear SFB, 

President Bush has made it 
clear to everyone that he in- 
tends to execute a unilateral 
war against Iraq on fabricated 
evidence of "weapons of mass 
destruction." This has noth- 
ing to do with Saddam 
Hussein or terrorism. It is a 
war for Iraq's oil fields. 

Any war in the Middle 
East will cause 
horrific envi- 
ronmental dev- 
astation. In the 
last (very brief) 
war in 1991, 
the US man- 
aged to blow 
| out and burn 
2: oil wells and 
» terminals that 
s- spilled mil- 
I lions of gallons 
i.of crude oil 
is onto land and 
sea and sent 
plumes of toxic 
fumes halfway 
around the world. Southern 
Iraq was turned into a radio- 
active wasteland — where hun- 
dreds of thousands of Iraqi 
people still live — contaminat- 
ing it forever with tons of de- 
pleted uranium dust from US 
armor-piercing bullets and 
shells. President Bush has made 
it clear that this war will be a 


"fight to the finish" to topple 
Saddam Hussein and put a dic- 
tator into power who is friendly 
to the US. Thus it's likely to be 
an intense, sustained war, with 
far more environmental and 
infrastructural destruction. 

We must stop this war 
against Iraq... but how? 

Here's how: We can disrupt 
the infrastructure that sup- 
ports the war, without physi- 
cally harming anyone. 

1 . We must make the Army, 
Navy and Air Force bases un- 
usable. 2. We must shut down 
the industries that make the 
weapons of war. 3. We must 
shut down the industries that 
feed the war machine with 
fuel and food. 

Cut their power and com- 
munication lines. Cut their 
microwave and radar tower 
lines. Remove the rails to their 
freight yards. Weld their gates 
shut (thermite). Weld their 
freight cars to the rails (ther- 
mite). Shut their water, gas 
and oil lines and break off the 
handles. Stop their sewer 
lines. Add honey and sugar to 
fuel and food trucks destined 
for military bases. Zap their 
computers and disks, if you 
can get access to them. Fill 
their email servers with bil- 
lions of blocks of spam (from 
public computers, not your 
own!). Take out their 
webservers with web test load 
tools (from public comput- 
ers, not your own!). Hack and 
crack their websites. Post 
peace messages (from public 
computers, not your own!). 

Start Now! 

Do your research on public 
computers. Leave no traces. 
Watch for cameras. In actions, 
wear dust masks, rubber 
gloves and throwaway cloth- 
ing. Burn them. Leave no 
traces. Watch for cameras. 

Watch out! They are armed 
and dangerous! They have 
night scopes that can see you 
clearly at night! They have 
Internet-snooping tools lis- 
tening all the time! 

— The Midnight Mechanic 





To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to you to ask 
your organization to take 
up the cause of the Snowy 
Plover in Humboldt County, 
California. 

Clam Beach, Moonstone 
Beach, Centerville Beach and 
many others are nesting 
grounds for the Snowy Plo- 
ver. Vehicles are still allowed 
on the beaches. They are pro- 
hibited from the dry sand 
and dunes, but no one pays 
attention to that. The off- 
roaders plow right through 
the dunes and smash the 
Snowy Plover nests, killing 
the babies. 

Our local government, in 
their infinite wisdom, has 
posted informational signs 
for the public, advising them 
to stay off the dunes to pro- 
tect the Snowy Plover. These 
signs have frequently been 
run over and used for fire- 
wood. The beaches are full of 
"partiers" on the weekends 
when drunk off-roaders plow 
through the dunes and the 
bird nests. 

The beaches need to be 
blocked off from all vehicle 
traffic. Until they are, the 
Snowy Plover will never re- 
cover in our area. 

Thank you for your atten- 
tion to this sad situation. 

Sincerely, 

— Mara Rigge 

PS: Just a side-note for you: 

I used to be a cop. 

When I was a cop, I was 
secretly rooting for the 
treesitters and the nonvio- 
lent protesters at the log- 
ging mills. (I don't think I 
was the only one.) 

Cops are not Earth First's 
enemy, trust me. It is the 
establishment and the "good 
ol' boys'' who are still run- 
ning the government. Cops 
just have to enforce the old, 
crusty laws. 

But thanks to civil disobe- 
dience and to people who 
are willing to go to jail for a 
noble cause, things are 
changing for the better. 


Dear SFB, 

At a recent protest of an in- 
humane circus I found myself 
in an extended state of reflec- 
tion. Among the mostly 
positive responses by the mul- 
titudes passing by were also 
the standard "Get a life" and 
"Get a job" rants. I have heard 
many people say these things 
to me before, despite being a 
teacher of first through third 
grades, but this time I 
decided to remain 
open to the attitudes 
of some of the main- 
stream culture. Nor- 
mally, I would engage 
a defense mechanism 
such as denouncing 
the hecklers as igno- 
rant rednecks. 

What is it that 
makes some people 
so opposed to the ef- 
forts of Earth activ- 
ists? Why is it they 
can be so angry about 
other's views, as well 
as the so-called demo- 
cratic process? As I 
reflect, 1 don't think 
the answers are as 
obvious as I once as- 
sumed. Maybe main- 
stream America really 
does have a right to 
be angry — it's just a 
matter of who or what should 
that anger be addressed toward. 

The common rhetoric af- 
ter 9-11-01 claims that the 
country has been brought to- 
gether. It seems at times how- 
ever, that America is split as 
to how to deal with violence. 
Do we fight or flee (the male 
responses)? Earth activism 
could be conceived as being 
unpatriotic. It's probable that 
every time Bob sees any form 
of protest or disruption, that 
he views it as anti-American 
despite the actual message 
being sent. 

It's time for Americans to 
paint the red stripes green. 
It's also time for activists 
to recognize the change tak- 
ing place. The activists in 
the world are no longer 


perimeter players. We are 
teachers, lawyers, doctors, 
politicians, etc. The move- 
ment for green will only get 
stronger with our diversity. 
Work for Mother Earth is not 
a choice anymore, it is a "job" 
and a "life" that is required 
of us all. 

The Earth First! Journal is 
great. Keep up the outstanding 
work. Also, who cares if there 



squashl 

the state • 


are some editing mistakes, 
the content should be the 
focus anyway. 

— Jacob Bailey 

Dear SFB, 

Today, as I soaked up mid- 
Winter sunshine on the 
warmer, wind-sheltered side 
of the main courtyard at the 
state hospital for the crimi- 
nally insane, a fuzzy round 
ball the size of a walnut and 
with a tiny black dot in the 
middle swirled around my 
wheelchair before settling to 
the ground. 

My friend Dennis, who 
pushes my wheelchair and is 
my driver, was afraid of 
the fluffy white orb, believ- 
ing it to be a parachute spider 
looking for a victim to light 


upon and inject with venom. 

Lunchtime came and the 
floating sphere was forgotten 
as my driver and I went to the 
patient dining room for a 
single slice of pizza and a cup 
of coffee. 

At one o'clock, we returned 
to our previous sunny spot in 
the courtyard, where I again 
observed the white shining 
orb circling about on eddies 
of the December 
breeze. I snagged it 
out of the air with 
my right hand, 
which caused it to 
break in two. 

Examination re- 
vealed it to be a 
milkweed seed in 
its wind carrying 
cottony fluff. I 
stood up and blew 
the two pieces of 
the fluff as high 
into the air as my 
breath would al- 
| low. My driver and 
5 I then watched as 
^-the two airborne 
“ pieces of the milk- 
§; weed fluff slowly 
| gained speed and 
^altitude as they 
s' headed directly 

into the 20-foot- 

high block wall 
surrounding the courtyard. 

Just before smacking into 
the wall, an updraft of warm 
air caught the first segment 
of fluff bearing the little 
black seed, propelling it 
through the coils of razor 
wire atop the high block wall 
and ferried it to the outside 
where it might find fertile 
soil and a chance to gener- 
ate a new life. 

The second section of cot- 
ton-like fluff circled away 
from the wall and climbed 
toward the sun, clearing the 
opposite wall and headed for 
whatever lies beyond the con- 
fines of the state hospital. 

Oh, to be just like that fluff 
enshrouded seed and to fly 
away too! 

— Norman Hubbs 
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Bioregionalists 

Converge 


in Kansas 



/** 

v 


by Holly Wren Spaulding 


In early October, the eighth Continental Bioregional 
Congress (CBC) gathered on the Flint Hills of Kansas, site 
of the North America's largest, native tail-grass prairie. 

The bioregionalist movement is made up of a wonderful, 
but in many cases graying, array of people who are deeply 
committed to paying attention to what the industrialized 
world is doing. Bioregionalists are visionaries, cultural 
creatives, radical ecologists and folks certain of the need 
to forego anthropocentric monoculture. Instead, 
bioregionalists strive for a way of being and acting in the 
world that embraces all species and the Earth by joining 
ecology and sociology through geography. 

Having been invited to the gathering by 
Stephanie Mills, a long-time writer and -• 

shaker from the now 20-year-old move- 
ment, I went to the heartland to learn 
more. Stephanie uses words like 
"Moloch" to describe what we r 

must resist and 
replace with al- 
ternatives that During a brainstorm on "What do 
are more imagi- 
native, bioiogi- we want to focus on this week?," 
cally diverse and r T 

self-reliant, she Helen says: "Dare to take 
speaks of the j. , „ One woi 

movement's dlrect actlon dad y- clinic sti 

goal of devolv- 
ing from the construct of nation states and moving toward 
bioregions based on land forms, natural systems, biota, 
watersheds, coastlines, elevations and common relations 
with all species. 

In the words of Peter Berg, one of the movement’s fore- 
most thinkers, bioregions are "a decentralized, self-deter- 
mined mode of social organization; a culture predicated 


upon biological entities and acting in respectful accord; and 
a society that honors and abets the spiritual development of 
its members." 

Many bioregionalists are anxious for the lucidity of the 
movement to infect the discourse of the rest of society. I 
have spent my time since the CBC asking the question: 
How do we cross-pollinate, mentor and broaden the im- 
pact of all the good things that we have learned over the 
course of the organized bioregional project? 

Action vs. Talk 

Mainly from the US, but with a sturdy contingent from 
Mexico and others from Costa Rica and Canada, we came 
together to share stories, tactics, concerns, hopes. From 
dawn until the moon had fully risen, I had conversations 
of the sort that change your life. But some of us squirmed, 
wondering to each other if we should be organizing our- 
selves to do more actual "skill sharing." I, for one, would 
have jumped at the opportunity to build a straw bale 
structure or living machine. 

The CBC equivalent in Mexico is the Consejo de Visiones 
Guardianes de la Tierra. Known as Vision Councils, seven 
have taken place since the movement went south in the 
mid-1990s. An April consejo in Chiapas drew 1,500 people 
from around Latin America, including urban punks, indig- 
enous Mayans and Aztecs, permaculturists, hippies, 
healers and electronic musicians. 

r ln that setting, workshops were 

mostly hands-on, offering 
|j opportunities to learn tra- 

hO if ditional healing 

VQf techniques, 


erosion 


'Dare to take 


Inf control, vegetarian 

2ek?," *OYV cooking and nutrition, ''Ov 
tj 7f organic gardening and how 

• to work on a consensus model. N. 
One woman explained that at every gathering, a free ’ 
clinic staffed by local and movement healers is offered. 
Once the word is out, it is not uncommon for families of 1 1 
to come over the hills at midnight, looking to be healed. 

It was evident that these people are motivated to take 
control of their lives, address needs and see the connection 
between themselves and the ecosystems in which they live. 

Meanwhile, at the CBC, our bodies betrayed an uneasy 
inertia: We were too often seated, talky. Though the camp 
was peopled with inventors, workers and bountiful ideas 
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based on grounded experience, many of us, especially "the 
youth" as we were called, agitated for a more street-level 
approach to addressing the crisis. 

Despite being surrounded by many smart older people 
with long histories of involvement in the movement, I 
found myself asking, "Where are the elders?" For me, this 
term connotes someone who understands the value of 
being in relation- 
ships with younger 
generations. It is de- 
pendent on listen- 
ing and being open 
to the possibility 
that a Black Bloc-er, 
street punk or anar- 
chist may have 
worthy critiques 
and vision as well. 

The would-be el- 
ders in our midst 

cannot abdicate responsibility in these 
hard times. I have less and less tolerance 
for healthy, robust people who have 
"done their time in the trenches" and 
are taking it easy, figuring we'll keep up 
the fight without them. I believe this is 
a cultural phenomena based on class 
and white skin privilege, which sup- 
ports the misguided notion that there is 
an "option" to check out, when, clearly, 
this is no time for backing down. 

This is not to say that incredible things 
aren't being undertaken, probably by 
everyone in the group. I was especially 
interested in the eco-village movement 
throughout the hemisphere, as well as 
other projects aimed at local autonomy 
and sustainable living in urban and rural 
settings around the country. Still, we 
need to guard against marginalization, 
to talk across differences and to regularly 
challenge our respective comfort zones. 

Asking Questions 

Helen, a middle-aged woman from the US, lives in her 
adopted bioregion of Mexico City where she works with 
the Juventud Antiautoritaria Revolucionaria (JAR, Anti-Au- 
thoritarian and Revolutionary Youth). During a brain- 
storm on "What do we want to focus on this week?," she 
says: "Dare to take direct action daily." 

Having spoken to this need as well, Chiwy, a Mexican 
punk asks me, "What do you mean by direct action? Do 
you mean, like breaking windows?" The patches on his 
jacket say, "Freedom lives when the state dies." Another 
one: “ Resistencia Exista." He is gentle, wants to know what 
I think. I have to work on my words and definitions, 
especially in this venue where everything said in councils 
or workshops is being translated into English and Span- 
ish. Chiwy and I make do with a clumsy Spanglish. It is 
hard, but the important thing is that we are asking each 
other questions. 


He lives in Mexico City, population 25 million. Averaged 
out, each resident produces nearly three pounds of garbage 
per day. He is working on an urban recycling program to 
compost orga lie waste. He and others from JAR believe in 
acting immediately to solve problems. For them, punk is not 
a fashion, it is a constant struggle for freedom and self- 
determination that is realized when they reclaim urban 
spaces, diversify their survival skills and 
work with others to create the world 
they wish to live in, despite tough odds. 

Living the Struggle 

At breakfast one morning, Alice Kidd, 
a bioregional activist and wise woman 
from British Columbia, 
Canada, sits down beside 
me. We are talking about 
fear, risks, friends who have 
done time and the cost of 
living a life of struggle. "It's 
a war, there will be casual- 
ties," she says, somewhat 
matter of factly. For some 
reason, I am soothed. It is 
another case of letting down 
some degree of resistance 
and seeing the situation for 
what it is: There is work to 
be done, and I have to do it. 

Taking a Stand 

The morning before I 
leave Kansas, it is an- 
nounced that the US Con- 
gress has given Bush the 
power to wage war on Iraq. 
One of the week's impres- 
sive translators and facili- 
tators, Bea Briggs, kneels 
with her laptop in the 
middle of our outdoor circle 
to read an anti-war poem 
by Robert Bly. Line by line 
it is translated into Spanish by Fabio: "Every day we steal 
from ourselves/ knowledge gained over 2,000 years." Some 
of us lean toward new and old friends, cry, bow our heads. 

The following morning, Fabio brings me a small piece of 
lined paper, with news that he has not been able to sleep. 
On it, he has written a declaration against war which says 
in part, "We wish for the US to have a 'real democracy'... 
We are the ones that get killed first, the simple citizens." As 
a Mexican, he wants the CBC, as a more legitimate congress 
of the people, to make a statement against the war. He is 
trembling with concern, tiredness, love. 

We are getting ready to go home. Stephanie rises and 
takes out a kazoo to play a few notes: "The time is ripe and 
so are we," she proclaims to all who have made it to the 
morning circle, and as ever, this is true. 

Holly Wren Spaulding works with Sweetwater Alliance in the 
upper Great Lakes bioregion. She also teaches poetry to kids and 
does independent media work. 


For some reason, I am soothed. It is 
another case of letting down some 
degree of resistance and seeing the 
situation for what it is: There is 
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Death on the 

by Doug Israel 

After more than 100 million years of existence, leather- 
back sea turtles are currently facing their greatest chal- 
lenge. In recent years, these amazing creatures have been 
hooked, killed and driven to the brink of extinction by the 
longline fishing fleets that comb the oceans in search of 
swordfish and tuna. 

As the globalization of industrial fishing threatens both 
sea turtles and other marine species, it is also beginning to 
unravel the complex web of life that took millions of years 
to evolve. 

"Industrial fishing fleets have become weapons of mass 
destruction," implores Todd Steiner, director of the Sea 
Turtle Restoration Project (STRP). "In order to supply a 
growing global demand for swordfish and tuna, the com- 
mercial fishing industry, and the retailers that supply its 
products, are rapidly wiping out the endangered leather- 
back from the world's oceans." 

Globalizing the Oceans 

The presence of huge industrial fishing boats ravaging our 
oceans has greatly expanded. This expansion has caused a 



Scientists display the largest sea turtle ever recorded. 


decline in fish stocks, a decrease in global food security and 
an increase in the number of marine species that are being 
caught and killed by fishing lines and nets. This "bykill" of 
non-targeted marine species is being driven by consumers in 
the US, Japan and Europe who demand fresh swordfish and 
sashimi, among other unsustainably caught seafood. 

Once an abundant species, the population of Pacific 
leatherback sea turtles has dropped dramatically during 
the last 20 years. According to scientific data presented by 
Dr. James Spotilla at the Pacific Leatherback Survival Con- 
ference held in Monterey, California in April 2002, there 
were an estimated 9 1 ,000 nesting females swimming in the 
Pacific Ocean in the 1980s. Now, there are less than 4,000. 
At Mexiquillo, historically one of Mexico's most important 
beaches for nesting, only four leatherbacks returned to 
nest this year — down from the thousands that came only 
15 years ago. 

"The dramatic decrease in the number of nesting fe- 
males returning signals a severe crash in the population of 
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High Seas 

leatherbacks and warrants immediate action if we are to 
save the leatherback from what appears to be imminent 
extinction," warns Steiner. 

Saving these majestic turtles is not going to be easy. 
While the type of fishing we are talking about — industrial 
longlining— happens out of sight and out of mind, it is still 
problematic. And while efforts to protect endangered sea 
turtles have been met with some success, the liberalization 
of free trade has caused headaches for turtles and activists. 
This was brought to the world's attention in November 
1999, when protesters banded together in turtle costumes 
to protest the World Trade Organization's impact on laws 
intended to protect sea turtles from the nets of shrimp 
boats. The battle to require "turtle excluder devices" on 
shrimp boats is still being fought, and it may reach the US 
Supreme Court in the near future. 

The indiscriminate practices that are catching and kill- 
ing endangered turtles, dolphins and other marine species 
have become more commonplace in the industrial fishing 
industry as governments are increasingly subsidizing larger, 
more destructive boats over traditional subsistence-based 
fishers. The larger and more high-tech fleets can not only 
out compete the smaller boats for government resources, 
they also destroy traditional fishing grounds and are wip- 
ing out local fish stocks. 

Weapons of Mass Destruction 

The industrial longline industry sets more than five million 
baited hooks per day (nearly two billion annually). The lines 
that are used in longlining are more than 30 miles in length 
and have 2,000 hooks on each line. With this type of heavy 
artillery, it is no wonder that sea turtles, sharks, marlins and 
dolphins are being hooked and tangled. These "landmines of 
the sea" cause the 
death of more than 
40,000 marine mam- 
mals annually and 
countless cases of 
injury and shock to 
species that are pro- 
tected in the US and 
internationally. 

Steiner has been 
working to protect 
sea turtles for more 
than 15 years. One 
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of his first battles to save sea turtles was motivated by a 1989 
visit to a Mexican slaughterhouse in the town of Mazunte, 
Oaxaca, which killed an estimated 50,000-75,000 olive 
ridley sea turtles per year. These turtles were mainly being 
used to provide hides for belts, handbags and shoes for the 
Japanese market. 

By selling beers and soda to the staff at the Earth Island 
Institute, his former employer, Steiner raised funds to start 
the STRP and began a full-scale battle against the slaughter- 
house. STRP organized protests at consulates and embas- 
sies, ran full-page ads in the New York Times, solicited 
thousands of protest letters to the president of Mexico and 
proved that Mexico was in violation of international 
wildlife treaties. With this constant pressure, STRP forced 
the slaughterhouse to close. 

While the slaughter he witnessed in Mexico was shock- 
ing, the decline in the 
population of leatherback 
sea turtles has been equally 
as alarming. "The rate at 
which the leatherback 
population has plummeted 
is nothing short of cata- 
strophic," argues Steiner. 

"If we are to bring them 
back from the very brink of 
extinction, we will need to 
stand up against industrial 
longline fishing interests." 

Longlining for swordfish 
is recognized as the most 
detrimental practice to the 
leatherback sea turtle. These 
longliners often fish directly 
in migration pathways at a 
relatively shallow depth 
that makes the turtles sus- 
ceptible to being hooked or tangled. The fleets often fish 
throughout the night with glow-sticks attached to their 
lines, consequently attracting sea turtles to the bait. 

Longlining for tuna can be hazardous as well, but inci- 
dental bycatch is not as high because the fleets fish during 
the day. The lines are set deep enough that they don't 
interfere with sea turtles as frequently. 

"If there were only one longline fishing boat out there, or 
even 100, it wouldn't be a problem. The problem is that there 
are literally thousands of longliners and that spells disaster," 
says Steiner. Current estimates peg the number of longline 
fishing vessels in the Pacific Ocean at close to 18,000. 

Unsustainable and Dangerous to Your Health 

Swordfish has traditionally been a high-priced luxury food 
for seafood lovers in the US, Europe and Japan. However, this 
is changing with the expansion of the longline industry. 

Previously, swordfish were hunted with harpoons, a 
highly selective method that targeted individual, mature 
swordfish. Harpooners were community-based fishers who 
provided fresh swordfish to local consumers able to pay the 
price associated with such a selective and sustainable 
fishing practice. These harpooners have now been replaced 
by industrial longliners from the US, Taiwan, Japan, Spain 
and an assortment of other countries. Not only has the 


price of swordfish dropped, so has the size of the swordfish 
caught. Where the catch size on the typical harpoon boat 
was more than 200 pounds, longliners are now landing 
swordfish with an average weight of 95 pounds, and two 
out of three swordfish caught are juveniles. So while 
longliners are able to catch more swordfish with less effort 
than harpooners, the practice is less sustainable and has 
wreaked havoc on marine life. 

In addition to this, swordfish and tuna have been 
found to contain high levels of methylmercury and thus 
present a clear danger to public health. The US Food and 
Drug Administration advises pregnant women, women 
of child-bearing age and children to not consume any 
swordfish, shark, mackerel or tilefish because these spe- 
cies have elevated levels of mercury, which can cause 
irreversible neurological disorders and other develop- 
mental complications. 
For these reasons, it is 
imperative that consum- 
ers are made aware of the 
risks of swordfish con- 
sumption, as well as the 
impacts that longline 
•§, fishing has on endan- 

! gered sea turtles. 

8 
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1 Activists Needed 

2 "Sea turtles are literally 
| dying for our swordfish,” 
» proclaims Read Vanderbilt, 
| STRP's marine species cam- 
s'- paigner. "Retailers of sea- 
| food have a responsibility 
a to offer choices that are 

sustainably harvested and 
do no harm to endangered 
species." In an effort to en- 
sure the survival of leatherbacks and protect public health, 
STRP is calling on Red Lobster and Safeway, as well as other 
retailers that sell swordfish, to immediately pull the fish 
from their menus and seafood counters. 

These businesses have been alerted to the impacts of 
longline fishing on endangered leatherbacks, in addition to 
the health concerns for women and children. Yet they have 
refused to comply with requests to halt the sale of swordfish . 

In response, STRP is urging activists to demand that Red 
Lobster pull swordfish from its menus. Protests and dem- 
onstrations to confront individual restaurants and the 
Darden Corporation (which owns Red Lobster) are being 
planned. Your help is needed. 

Currently, Red Lobster has 667 restaurants throughout 
the US. If it can be convinced to stop selling swordfish, 
then the impacts would be felt throughout the market- 
place. Email your comments to Chief Executive Officer Joe 
R. Lee at redlobster@redlobster.com. To find the location 
of the Red Lobster nearest you, visit www.redlobster.com. 

For more information on how to help raise the stakes or 
to organize a local protest to save the leatherbacks, contact 
STRP, POB 400, Forest Knolls, CA 94933; (415) 488-0370; 
doug@seaturtles.org; www.seaturtles.org. 

Doug Israel is an activist, writer and marine species cam- 
paigner with the Sea Turtle Restoration Project. 
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STRP activists at the "Ocean Conference" in Monterey, California in April 
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The Seri Coast: 

Where the Desert “Meets the Sea 


by Agave 

The fantastic nature of the desert: so dry, yet life flour- 
ishes. Here, there is a baring of the geological nature of the 
Earth. Her bones of stone and sand exposed to the endless 
sky, in a destined union. In most other places of the world, 
you only see the skin — a covering of deep green over her 
skeletal structure. Here, the Earth's colors — tan, brick, red- 
black basalt — are dusted with a mere veil of plant life. The 
greens sprinkled over the bare essence of this desert land 
vary in tone from the silvery blue of brittlebush to the 
glossy lushness of creosote. Lifeforms here are so varied — 
but alike in their tenacity for survival within a harsh land. 

The sun beats down mercilessly for 300 days in the year, 
and rainfall measures approximately six inches annually. 
And the sea — for the life here that dreams of water — is a 
glimmering oasis. Refreshing to the skin, it is unable to ease 
a parched throat. 

One morning, as we set out by kayak, the sun was shaded 
by a wisp of sea cloud, and the sea lay as smooth as glass. 
Really, as smooth as glass. Sheltered in the channel between 
the mainland and Isla Tiburon, schools of sardines flicker 
and twitch just beneath the surface of the water, changing 
direction in mysterious unison, hundreds of individuals 
coordinated in motion. Every once in a while the entire 
school breaches the surface, scores of silver flashes over the 
deep blue water. Are they escaping a predator in the depths: 
a shark, a squid? Or is their leap infused by some other fishly 
spirit that is incomprehensible to me? 

Back on the safe, solid sanctuary of the beach, the late 
afternoon light is nostalgic. Dusk falls. The sea is silent. The 
land is silent. The waves lap where they meet, phosphores- 
cence speckling the shallow water over the sand. 

The night belongs to the beach. Isla Tiburon looms like 
a shadow across the channel, a dark mass that's tangible. I 
am standing in the dark, we are speaking with low voices. 
Maria Cristina is telling me about the Seri people who were 
taken off to Baja when they were children — a government 
relocation program. She clutches her hands together as she 
tells me how they live on the other side of the gulf and 
don't even know a part of their own tribe. This hurts her 
because it hurts them. 
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The baby is now two, and he totters around eating sand. 
When he cries an elder sibling is there to scoop him up. 
The entire family visits us whenever we camp on the 
beach, Maria Cristina with her three daughters, her sister 
Teresa Carmen, Carmen's husband, Eduardo, and their 
baby, Eduadito. Once Teresa Carmen got stung by a 
scorpion, right there on the beach. Her leg swelled up, but 
she just made sucking sounds with her mouth and laughed, 
sitting down until the swelling abated. The coast here 
contains the highest population density of scorpions in 
the world. 

The Seris and Mexicans must think we are exceptionally 
wealthy to come here and do nothing but relax. We bring 
clothing, tools and other items for trade. They offer us 
necklaces made of desert seeds, snake vertebrae and shark 
bones; tightly woven baskets of limberbush, dyed with 
native plants; and statues carved of ironwood and pol- 
ished to a deep luster. Ironwood, a beautiful desert tree 
with grey-green leaves and purple blossoms, can live up to 
800 years and is actually denser than water. The wooden 
dolphin figure for which I have just traded five handker- 
chiefs would actually sink in the ocean. 

In the sea, real dolphins carve the water's surface. 
They tease, tempting us to join them. Another day on 
the kayak, my partner and I push out to the estuary. Too 


Her posture is erect, as all Seri spines seem to be. She 
wears dark, conservative clothing in the tradition of her 
people. She tells me how the Spaniards came, took people 
on their ships and cut off the men's hands. "This island 
cost us much blood," she says. I can't begin to understand 
what this means. 

I ask her what she thinks about developing the pristine 
coast. "It would be nice," she says, almost off-handedly. 
This surprises me. "But we would never see any of the 
money." Well, that decides it, spoken with hundreds of 
years of experience. 


far to paddle the whole way, we portage across a narrow 
spit from the beach, crunching over beach grasses and 
salty succulents in seemingly endless variety. Mangrove 
thickets line the edges of the estuary, holes form in the 
sand from bubbles, bespeaking more life under the 
surface. If the estuary had one word, it would be life. 
Kingfishers, osprey, herons, sharks, dolphins, fish, sea 
stars, crabs and shellfish. 

It is another desert day. The sun beats down, waves lap 
against the shore. This time we hike up into a range of low 
mountains, in the opposite direction from the sea. In a dry 
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wash, I come across two pairs of deer antlers in the crotch 
of a cardon cactus. They are smooth, aged by the sun. 
Further on we encounter an entire deer skeleton, antlers in 
tact. I wonder how many humans have ever seen this. 

On the ridge protrudes a house, the only one for miles. 
Shiny glass, we can't see any activity there. We've heard 
different stories: a Mexican rancher, narcotrdfico, better 
stay away so you don't get shot. We stay away. From this 
elevation you can see the land sloping down to the ocean. 
The water glimmers for miles and miles. There's just one 
road in sight. A bee hums in the quiet. 

The next day on our week-long campout, the group of 
gringos with whom I came drives out beyond the estuary. 
At the end is a hill with a cross on top. Seems that every hill 
in Sonora has a cross on top of it — Christians have always 
tried to conquer everything. We park at a seasonal fishing 
village, the last place on the mainland to reach by car. The 
sand spit extends long and thin into the sea. On one side 
the mud flats stretch for miles. It only seems flat: when the 
tide comes, some areas go deep underwater, others re- 
main shallow. I get sick of squelching through the mud and 
move toward a high point in the middle. What I see on the 
other side is amazing. 

It is a different ocean — the waves larger, the water choppy, 
the grains of sand big and flecked with shell. Isla Tiburon 
ends here, the wind is driving across the open ocean toward 
me. Toward the end of the spit, small dunes separate each 
side. The hill is volcanic and taller than it seems. Cardon and 
pithaya cactus grace its slopes. 

My friend and I are walking around the base of the hill, 
when we come across a whale skeleton. Vertebrae as tall 
as me, a pelvis I could crawl through. For some reason I am 
thinking about sanity and suddenly I am glad there is 
someone else here with me. The red-black basalt rocks 
contrast with the sun-whitened bones, opposites are 
complimentary. 

We continue our circumnavigation, then I decide to 
strike out on my own. Of course, I head up the hill. To 
conquer it? I’m a little bit afraid. What will the cross on top 
do to me? I approach apprehensively, urinate on the 
ground. Then I take in the view; it is an afterthought, but 
striking. From this height, the ocean is pure turquoise. I 
finally feel at peace. I think this has got to be one of the 
most amazing places in the world. 

Agave makes her home in the Sonoran desert. 
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Seri showing basket technique 


Seri is a name given 
by Spanish conquerors 
to the Konkaak, "The 
People." The ancestral 
homeland of the Seri 
is Isla Tiburon (Shark 
Island), a massive 
island just off the west- 
ern coast of Sonora, 

Mexico. Tiburon is rich 
in wildlife and there are 
several large freshwater 
springs on the island. 

The Seri were a semi- 
nomadic people until the 
middle of the 20th century. In small, elegantly con- 
structed reed boats they traveled south down the 
coast as far as Guaymas and even across the Gulf of 
California to the Baja peninsula. In the early 1960s, 
the Seri were forced by the Mexican government to 
move from Tiburon to the mainland, where there is 
little access to freshwater. The Mexican government 
declared Tiburon a wildlife sanctuary, off-limits to 
everyone except the Seri and their "guests." The 
Mexican military is stationed on the island to watch 
for violators. In conjuction with the Escalera Ndntica 
project, there are many developers hungry to build a 
bridge from the island to the mainland to increase 
resort speculation. 

Today, the Seri mainly live in two remote villages — 
Punta Chueca and El Desemboque — along the North- 
west coast of the Sea of Cortez. There are approxi- 
mately 800 residents total. They live in crushing pov- 
erty, making a meager living from fishing, basket 
weaving, woodcarving and other crafts. Seri baskets 
are some of the finest in the world. 

While many of the traditional ways have been dis- 
placed by American, Mexican and Christian tradi- 
tions, the Seri still live close to the Earth and follow the 
cycles of nature. They know all of the resources the 
desert has to offer and how to make use of them, even 
the poisonous insects and animals. A great many Seri, 
even the very elderly, sleep outside directly on the 
ground with only a thin blanket for covering. They 
also have a vast knowledge of herbal healing, which 
they protect. The Seri are also sailors of exceptional 
skill. They possess an uncanny ability to predict the 
movement of the currents, tides and winds and how to 
use them to their advantage. 

Yet the dangers of the sea and the harshness of this 
desert homeland are not the ultimate test of the Seri's 
survival. Although they were relocated, it was only at 
the end of a long period of resistance. Even today, the 
Seri refuse to leave their villages to venture into towns 
and cities to seek employment. In fact, most Seri only 
speak their native language and sometimes a little 
Spanish. From persecution to poverty, the Seri are, 
above all, survivors. 
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Stairway front Heaven to Hell 

Developers Descend into the Gulf of California 

by Sonya A. Diehn 


The Sonoran desert is awe-inspiring and incredibly 
unique. Heavily altered in most areas by development, 
agriculture and cattle grazing, it stretches across 120,000 
square miles. The Sonoran desert embodies southwestern 
Arizona, southeastern California, the northwestern por- 
tion of the Mexican state of Sonora and the upper half of 
the Baja peninsula. 

Sparsely populated, northern Mexico holds two-thirds 
of the largest and wildest portions of this unique ecosys- 
tem. Ranging from the arid desert of the central gulf 
coast and lower Colorado River valley to archipelago 
estuaries and mangrove swamps, the Sonoran region is 
home to more than 800 animal species and as many as 
3,500 species of plants. 

The Sonoran desert boasts 40 percent of Mexico's con- 
servation areas, including the Upper Gulf of California 
and Colorado River Delta Biosphere Reserve, the Pinacate 
and Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere Reserve, Angel de la 
Guarda Island, Scammon's Lagoon and the Vizcaino 
Biosphere Reserve. Along with the Cabeza Prieta National 
Wildlife Refuge and Organ Pipe National Monument, 
both in Arizona, these areas form the second largest 
protected drylands matrix in North America. 

Combined with the marine ecosystem, the region holds 
an incredible amount of biological diversity. Threatened 
and endangered marine species such as the vaquita (an 
endemic porpoise and the smallest of all cetaceans), 
totoaba (the largest croaker fish in the world), sea turtle 
and grey whale make their homes here, as do such 
terrestrial species as the Sonoran pronghorn antelope, 
bighorn sheep, flat-tailed horned lizards and desert tor- 
toise. The Sonoran desert is also home to 17 indigenous 
groups, many of whom inhabit their homelands with 
cultural traditions still intact. 

Stairway to Hell 

Areas currently protected within the region are facing the 
Escalera Nautica, or Nautical Stairway project, which some 
Mexican activists have called the greatest ecocide in history. 
On February 20, 2002, federal and local governments — with 
the support of foreign investors — signed an accord to col- 
laborate on this mega-development scheme. 

The plan calls for the construction of 10 new commer- 
cial ports and the modernization of 12 others using 222 
million Mexican taxpayer dollars. Within a 12-year 
timeframe, the plan aims to develop a string of marinas 
up and down the Pacific and gulf coasts of Baja and the 
gulf coast of Sonora, so that wealthy tourists in luxury 
boats will never have to travel more than 120 miles to the 
next stop thus, a "nautical stairway." 


The Escalera Nautica also calls for four expanded access 
routes between these ports and the US border, 20 new 
airports, 34 new golf courses, dozens of new hotels and at 
least 6,500 new condominiums and villas. At least eight 
of the new hotels would be built inside the boundaries of 
natural protected areas. The construction of an 80-mile 
land bridge (or "dry canal," a superhighway for cars and 
trains) across the middle of the Baja peninsula is also 
planned, from Santa Rosalillita on the Pacific side (north 
of Scammon's Lagoon, a breeding ground for endangered 
grey whales) to Bahia de los Angeles on the gulf side 
(which shelters a fragile cross-gulf island archipelago). 

The ostensible goal of this project is to develop luxury 
tourism in the area. However, its deeper purpose — like its 
sister development scheme, the Plan Puebla Panama 
(PPP) — is to create the infrastructure for industrializa- 
tion. It would allow for greater land and resource 
privatization and would shift the area’s economy from 
rural subsistence to foreign speculation. 

From habitat destruction and increased pollution to the 
introduction of invasive species and toxic chemicals, the 
environmental impacts would be devastating. Imagine an 
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arid terrestrial and fertile marine zone trammeled by more 
than five million tourists. Droning boats would disturb the 
migration of sea mammals. Toxic spillage of petroleum on 
the land and sea is a certainty. 

Like the PPP, the Escalera Nautica represents nothing 
less than a continuation of the "authoritarian insertion of 
Mexico in [to] the globalization process," stated Gilberto 
Lopez y Rivas, a representative of the leftist Democratic 
Revolution Party. 

Backward Steps 

The Escalera Nautica also threatens to tear apart the 
social and cultural fabric of the region by turning the 
rural population into a labor force for tourists. Indig- 
enous and protected lands would be transformed into 
waste dumps and playgrounds, while the increased pres- 
ence of the police and army would contribute to the 
militarization of the region. 

The plan would increase the 
gross domestic product of the 
states of Baja, Sonora and 
Sinaloa — but only while con- 
centrating wealth into the 
hands of foreign speculators. 

Like Mexican President Vicente 
Fox's related proposal to allow 
foreign firms to build power 
plants in Baja, the Escalera Nautica 
would turn Mexico into a colony 
of natural resources for the US. It 
represents an infusion of multi- 
national corporations into the 
region and a massive push for 
the dismemberment of natural 
resources, which, ironically, are 
pitched as attractive assets of the 
plan. In a twist, several interpretive natural "theme parks" 
are proposed on the Baja gulf side, graphically displaying the 
commodification of the natural world in the Escalera Nautica. 

As if this were not enough, the Escalera Nautica is also tied 
to the Free Trade Area of the Americas, by building up the 
transportation infrastructure. It would amount to a race to 
the bottom for labor and environmental standards that 
travels the entire length of the Western Hemisphere. Docks 
on the coasts of Baja and Sonora will certainly see the 
importation of cheap manufactured components from 
South America and Southeast Asia, which will be trans- 
ported along new highways to assembly plants in southern 
Mexico or near the US/Mexico border. Shipments of toxic 
or hazardous materials refused in the US would be sent to 
Mexican docks. 

Due to the Mexican government's repression of demo- 
cratic, independently organized labor, dockworkers in 
Mexico are conveniently not unionized. Thus, increased 
shipping capacity close to the US would allow multina- 
tional corporations to undercut the powerful US Interna- 
tional Longshoremen and Warehouse Union. 

Despite great poverty, locals in northwestern Mexico 
have refused bribes for improved systems of electricity, 
: jwater and schools. Not consulting the local inhabitants 
jwas the government's first mistake; continuing with 


the plan, against the wishes of many people, is its 
second. Adan Hernandez, a biology student in San 
Carlos, speaks for many when he says, “People here 
don't want to give up their lives as fishermen to become 
waiters and janitors." 

While construction of the marina for the land bridge 
on the Pacific side of Baja has already begun, more than 
one billion dollars of foreign investments are required 
for the entire development. The ongoing economic 
recession in the US has spelled good news for slowing 
this development process — perhaps even long enough 
for a people's intervention. 

In the Summer of 2001, government attempts to expro- 
priate land to build an international airport were met 
with militant resistance in Atenco, a rural town adjacent 
to Mexico City (see article page 53). Under Mexican law, 
the government has the right to expropriate ejidos, small, 

communally owned farms. But 
Atenco farmers claimed a legal 
challenge to the government's 
proposed rate of compensation 
for their land. They were able 
to use national laws to discredit 
the government, which led, in 
part, to the government's ca- 
pitulation on the airport 
project. 

A mounting public discon- 
tent with the forced insertion 
of northwestern Mexico and 
the Baja peninsula into the glo- 
bal economy may stop this 
project yet. Environmental, in- 
digenous and community 
groups in southern California, 
Baja, southern Arizona and 
northwestern Mexico are beginning to organize resis- 
tance. Pro Peninsula is researching the project and has 
begun community organizing in Baja. US environmen- 
tal groups, such as Wild Coast in Imperial Beach, 
California, are beginning to pressure the Mexican gov- 
ernment to alter or abandon the idea. 

On the Gulf of California, just south of the US/Mexico 
border, residents of Puerto Penasco recently blockaded a 
shipment of nuclear components destined for Arizona. A 
group from Hermosillo, Mexico, issued demands for basic 
environmental and economic evaluations of Escalera 
Nautica. Meanwhile militant indigenous tribes in Mexico 
are becoming increasingly wary of threats to their lands. 
The tide continues to rise against this "ecocidio nautico," 
and the waves have begun to lap at the doors of the 
decision-makers. 

For additional information, visit www.propeninsula.org; 
laescaleranautica.com. 

Sonya Angelica Diehn is a native Tucsonan who seeks to 
abolish all forms of oppression. She came of age as an activist 
at the WTO protests in Seattle during November 1999. Sonya 
continues to reside in Tucson where she works for the Center 
for Biological Diversity. She is also active on issues of media, 
globalization, the environment and sustainability in the 
Sonoran bioregion. 
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BY HANTA 

On October 28, the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) 
won a temporary restraining order stopping a government 
and university research project linked to the deaths of 
beaked whales in the Gulf of California. 

The Gulf of California stretches south from the Colorado 
River delta to the tip of the Baja peninsula, where it joins 
the Pacific Ocean. Teeming with a myriad of sea life, it was 
likely formed by the separation of the North American 
plate and the Pacific plate by plate tectonic movement. 

Geographers from Columbia University and the Geor- 
gia Institute of Technology received a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) grant for nearly two million dollars to 
study the huge rift in the gulf floor. The research involved 
firing 220-decibel airgun blasts into the seabed and re- 



Marine biologist examining dying beaked whale 


Whale Killers Beached by Environmentalists 


cording the acoustic signals that bounced back. Their goal 
was to create a map of the ocean floor, but the project also 
had deadly consequences. 

On September 25, scientists from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service found two Cuvier beaked whales dead 
near the research area. They believe that the whales were 
killed by the ear-shattering noise from the airguns. It is 
likely that more whales were killed, but no surveys have 
been conducted. 

The geographers had obtained permission from the 
Mexican government to conduct their study in Mexican 

The Whales of 
Laguna San Ignacio 

Starting in 1995, the Laguna San Ignacio, in Baja, 
California, was the site of a major battle pitting 
environmentalists, fisherman and nearby residents 
against the Mitsubishi Corporation and the Mexican 
government. Mitsubishi's intention was to convert 
the lagoon into the world's largest salt plant, despite 
the fact that it is the last undisturbed breeding place 
of the Pacific grey whale. Laguna San Ignacio is also 
listed as a World Heritage site, a Mexican "biosphere 
reserve" and a wildlife sanctuary. 

The Coalition to Save Laguna San Ignacio — com- 
prised of 50 advocacy groups in Mexico and the US — 
waged a seven-year campaign to stop the salt plant. The 
Mexican goverment, which owned a 51 percent share 
of the pro j ect, was adamantly in support of Mitsubishi's 
plan. However, on March 2, 2002, in response to 
massive public pressure, the project was canceled. 

Now the grey whales of Laguna San Ignacio are 
once again being threatened. The Mexican govern- 
ment intends to build a port for the Escalera Ndutica 
development project at the Punta Abreojos site, which 
will impact the whale's breeding habitat. 


waters, but they failed to undergo an environmental re- 
view of the project or to obtain permits required by US law. 
The judge found they were likely violating the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the Marine Mammal Protec- 
tion Act and thus ordered the immediate suspension of the 
airgun use. 

According to the CBD, the temporary restraining order 
not only protects one of the largest beaked whale popula- 
tions in the world, it will also help to establish that US 
environmental laws apply to US-funded projects that are 
killing wildlife in other countries. 

Beaked whales are deep-diving, toothed whales, ranging 
in length from 15 to 40 feet. With their long, narrow 
snouts, they resemble big, slow-moving dolphins. Sightings 
of beaked whales are rare, and little is known about them 
due to their preference for deep, ocean-bottom habitat. 

In the Bahamas, dozens of beaked whales have been 
killed by similar sound blasts into the ocean by the US Navy 
(see £F7/September-October 2002). When the whales were 
examined, it was discovered that the Navy's sonar tests had 
burst blood vessels and destroyed delicate tissue in the 
whales' inner ears and brains. 

Despite this knowledge, NSF refused to stop its own 
deadly research project in the gulf, claiming that there was 
no "credible evidence" linking the acoustic cannons to the 
two whale deaths. With no other option to save the whales, 
the CBD went to court to win the restraining order. 

"We're delighted that the judge ordered to halt this 
dangerous and illegal project," said Brendan Cummings, 
an attorney with the CBD. "We had hoped that such a 
renowned scientific institution as the NSF would exercise 
some concern over the environmental effects of its actions. 
Unfortunately, it has displayed the same disregard of 
environmental laws that we have come to expect from the 
Bush administration." 

For more information, as well as updates on the upcom- 
ing court proceedings regarding the NSF's whale-killing 
project, visit www.biologicaldiveristy.org. 

Hanta, when not strapped to a computer, likes to ride her bike. 
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The Land is Not for Sale! 


Today, at the beginning of the third 
millennium and in direct opposition to 
neoliberal homogenization, a large num- 
ber of diverse social, political, environ- 
mental, economic and cultural activities 
still persevere. Native people continue to 
defend their right to determine their own 
means of livelihood, communal spaces 
and lifestyles, which are frequently in clear 
contrast to today's prevailing values. Their 
resistance fuels a permanent social war — 
at times covert, at times apparent— which 
plays on the imagination. 

Thousands of campesinos (farmers) 
armed with machetes and wooden 
sticks, many of them on horseback, 
fought against the police in Mexico 
City on November 14, 2001. After they 
were diverted through secondary 
streets, the campesinos were ambushed 
by several cordons of police officers in 
full riot gear. Even though the police 
fired tear gas and beat the campesinos 
with truncheons, the determined pro- 
testers managed to break the police 
lines after a short, violent battle and 
were able to continue their march. 

The campesinos had traveled 19 miles 
from Atenco, a rural village east of 
Mexico City, to protest the expropria- 
tion of their lands by the government 
in order to build a new airport for 
Mexico City. 

On October 22, 2001, President 
Vicente Fox, offering a ridiculously 
low compensation, decreed the expro- 
priation of the village's communal land 
for corporate interests. Atenco, de- 
prived of its main economic resources, 
was doomed to disappear. Not willing 
to sit idly by, its inhabitants fearlessly 
organized periodic protest caravans to 
Mexico City. They would invade the 
city center waving their machetes — 
"Not weapons, but work tools,” the 
campesinos explained, as they pounded 
their machetes rhythmically against 
the asphalt of the urban jungle. 

Mainstream newspapers and televi- 
sion stations, which strongly sup- 
ported the airport project, accused 
the campesinos of being lunatics op- 
posing progress, or at the very least 



dangerous subversives. Nonetheless, 
the movement increasingly attracted 
popular support. 

By July, the villagers were becoming 
restless. On July 11, Atenco broke out 
into a virtual rebellion. A variety of 
spontaneous direct actions were un- 
dertaken. The protesters burned po- 
lice cars, occupied a highway for four 
days and took 19 hostages, including 
the municipal assistant attorney gen- 
eral. The actions were in response to 
arrests during a protest caravan, which 
had resulted in brutal police tactics, 
five people hospitalized and the death 
of a demonstrator. The hostages were 
used as a negotiation tool in the re- 
lease of 15 comrades who were ar- 
rested at the protest. 

Even though negotiations were suc- 
cessful for the campesinos, and those 
who were arrested were eventually 
freed, tensions remained high. Many 
more caravans to Mexico City and 
Atenco were held after the July pro- 
tests, increasing the pressure on Fox to 
stop building the airport. 

The government was ultimately 
forced to back down. On August 6, Fox 
announced that the construction of 
the airport would be stopped and the 
expropriation decree revoked. 

The Atenco struggle is just one ex- 
ample of a community-based move- 
ment that has been able to stop a 
project that would have served the 
^ interests of a few wealthy business 
| people. Fox's neoliberal administra- 
5- tion has actually created a plethora 
g of such projects, including the infa- 
c mous Plan Pueblo Panama, a plan to 
F privatize the energy industry and 
| provide support for the Free Trade 
s- Area of the Americas. 

I In the aftermath of these protests, 
g Atenco's inhabitants are now consid- 
| ering the possibility of breaking with 
£ the state and establishing an autono- 
| mous municipality similar to the 
g Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico. 

1 Machetes can have the upper hand 
■§ over the financial manipulations of 
= the elite. ;Ya basta! 
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A Riot op Colon 

" continued from page 8 

canisters and taken to the hospital. Several young kids passed 
out and almost asphyxiated. One woman fell on her baby, and 
the baby was injured. 

The attack was a reminder that "free" trade can only proceed 
with brutal repression, which is now so commonplace at trade 
summits that it hardly elicits comment. 

At six p.m., the dirigentes decided to try once more to deliver 
their giant letter — this time at the Swiss Hotel, where the trade 
ministers were meeting with assorted corporate CEOs and 
trade lobbyists. In a strategic attempt to boost legitimacy and 
deter disruptive protests, the government had made offers to 
allow a couple of civil society representatives to address the 
ministers. On these terms, the indigenous and campesino 
groups had refused. Tonight, 2,000 people marched up to the 
police barricades and demanded that a much larger delega- 
tion be allowed to deliver the letter. Clearly hoping to avoid 
the kind of confrontations that have occurred in past upris- 
ings here, the government allowed 45 people from across the 
hemisphere to meet 
with the ministers. 

Hearing this was go- 
ing on, I ran to the 
hotel, easily passing 
through several police 
lines because I had 
press credentials for 
the summit. I followed 
the shouting until I 
reached an auditorium 
where perhaps 20 trade 
ministers sat uncom- 
fortably on stage while 
45 campesinos chanted 
that they had no desire 
to be a US colony. It 
was a scene that was, I 
think, unprecedented 
in the history of trade 
negotiations. 

Soon the civil society 
presentations began. A 
line of people fanned 
out in front of the min- 
isters holding signs that said, "Si a la tida, No al ALCA" (Yes to 
life, No to the FTAA). Behind the podium stood an indigenous 
representative holding a beautifully painted Inca sun that had 
North America and South America in the center with the 
words: "Si Una Integration Solidaria Con Respeto a la Soberania de 
los Nationes." (Yes to an integration based on solidarity, with 
respect for the sovereignty of nations.) 

The first speakers were representatives of an international 
meeting of parliament and Congress members from across the 
hemisphere. They condemned the FTAA process and called for 
an alternative agreement, one that respects the needs and 
particular situations of the people from each country. 

Several representatives of a "civil society" forum that was 
organized by a number of relatively pro-neoliberal organiza- 
tions with close ties to the government came next. Their 


connnued... 


Climbing to the top of the Earth in the center of the world— protesting the 

FTAA in Quito, Ecuador, October 31 

proposals were generally tepid, but they were for the most part 
drowned out by the crowd. 

Finally, the social movement representatives spoke. Leonidas 
Iza, the president of CONAIE (the Ecuadorian indigenous 
federation), stated the social movement's clear rejection of the 
FTAA and neoliberalism. "We don't have food to feed 
our children. Our markets are flooded with cheap 
imports. Imported milk is dumped in Ecuador for half 
of what it costs to produce, and multinationals sell it 
back to us for more than we can afford. We have no way 
to live, and the FTAA will only make it worse. When we 
complain, the US government calls us terrorists. We are 
not threatening anything, but we are hungry and tired. 
Things have to change." In the wake of widening 
protests throughout Latin America, the message was 
not lost on anyone. 

Then a woman from Nicaragua read a statement that 
synthesized the results of dozens of workshops and 
forums held during the week. She spoke of the 
privatization, poverty and social exclusion the FTAA 
would bring, particularly for women. "We have not 
come here to dialogue," she told the ministers, "be- 
cause your governments have been closed to any type 
of real dialogue, to listening and taking into account 
the feelings of civil society. We have come here to 
demand the suspension of the FTAA negotiations and 
the final surrender of decisions affecting the destinies of 
our countries to the people of each sovereign nation." 

The meeting ended, and the moderator hurriedly 
announced that the ministers were leaving and could 
we please sit down so that they could leave. "No!" screamed the 
civil society folks in unison, and they pushed out the door, 
leaving the ministers sitting on the stage. 

At that moment, I felt something shift. I realized that the 
FTAA had, in a few short weeks, gone from something whose 
praises its proponents sang, to something they needed to 
defend. Like the World Trade Organization before it, the FTAA 
has become a treaty that has to be sold to a people that do not 
want it. This is how it feels here. 

If I am right, the hemispheric resistance to free trade and the 
FTAA has taken a huge step forward — even if this is but one day 
in a long struggle where many more battles will be fought. 

Justin Ruben is a global justice organizer who spent the Summer 
and Fall in Quito, Ecuador, working with small fanners on the 
campaign against the FTAA. 


Page 54 Earth First! Brigid 2003 


photo by B 




Thousands Turn Our pn InremamnaL 
Ann-FTAA Solidanny Acnons 


A symbolic burning of the poverty that many families live ir while 
multinational corporations export money out of Ecuador. 

As thousands of people marched in the streets 
of Quito, Ecuador, to protest the pro-corpo- 
rate, anti-environment, anti-human rights 
agenda of the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) ministerial summit, thousands more 
participated in solidarity actions in cities around 
the world. 

On October 28, 13 activists in San Francisco, 

California, occupied the international head- 
quarters of Bechtel Corporation, while scores of 
supporters rallied outside. Bechtel was targeted 
because of its strong support for the FTAA, 
which would allow Bechtel to continue its role 
in the privatization of the world's drinking 
water supply. 

An example of its under-handed business 
practices: Bechtel bought up the public water 
company in Cochabamba, Bolivia, and then 
raised the rates more than 300 percent — threat- 
ening the water supply of more than 500,000 
people. In response, on February 4, 2000, more 
than 1,000 police were called out to crush demonstrations 
against Bechtel. Two days of rioting followed, leaving hun- 
dreds injured and one dead. Bechtel terminated its contract 
two months later, and local workers retook control of their 
water supply. 

According to an Independent Media Center report, the 
activists in San Francisco believe that the Cochabamba water 
takeover by the local workers provides an alternative model 


to the FTAA — of cooperatively run public utilities — that 
should be followed from Santiago to San Francisco. 

Back in Ecuador, numerous actions took place in the week 
leading up to the FTAA summit. On October 30, 100 women, 
united behind the banner Mujeres Contra el ALCA (Women 
Against the FTAA), blocked access to a McDonald's near the 
US embassy in Quito, where they stripped off layers of 
Western clothes and burned them in protest. Their symbolic 
action denounced McDonald's as an example of the effects 
the FTAA will have, including an increase in poverty and a 
deterioration in health. The action ended in a clash between 
the women and McDonald's employees, who sprayed the 
women with fire extinguishers. 

On October 31, 400 people gathered in Portland, Oregon, to 
condemn the unjust economic policies of the FTAA and in 
solidarity with protesters in Ecuador. Starting off with a hoe- 
down dance, speeches and songs, the group marched with 
colorful costumes and puppets to the World Trade Center. 
There, a radical street party and more dancing to the music of 
| the Infernal Noise Brigade and a samba band ended the protest. 
| In Sao Paulo, Brazil, two groups of protesters — organized 
x by unions, political parties and autonomous anti-authori- 
f tarian groups — joined forces for a 5,000-person demon- 
stration on October 31. Carrying banners and puppets 
protesting Brazil's involvement in FTAA negotiations, the 

demonstrators marched 
down Paulista Avenue, 
where many multinational 
corporations and bank 
headquarters are located. 

While the union orga- 
nizers stopped to protest 
in front of the Central Bank 
of Brazil, the anti-authori- 
tarian groups continued 
marching downtown to 
Patriarca Square— where 
700 plates of vegetarian 
food were distributed. The 
next day, they continued 
the protest by occupying 
the downtown area with a 
critical mass bike ride and 
street party. 

Also on October 31, 
more than 10,000 protest- 
streets of the financial district to protest the FTAA. ers took over the down- 
town streets of Montreal, Canada, including the stock 
exchange and sections of the financial district. As part of a 
hemisphere-wide student strike, the festive protest was orga- 
nized with a clear "No to the FTAA" message, as well as an 
attempt to link education issues to the broader effects of 
imperialism and capitalism. The huge turn-out was striking 
evidence of the continued resistance to the FTAA that first 
manifested itself 1 8 months ago in the streets of Quebec City. 
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THE BIGGESTWEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION: 

Actions Target SUVs and Car Culture 



by Bradford VanLuheis 

Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs), and 
the omnipresent car culture that they 
represent, have recently been dealt a 
number of blows from around the 
world. These actions bring atten- 
tion to the many ills that stem 
from an increasing dependence 
on automobiles and the fuel ne- 
cessitated for their operation. 

What is causing all of these glo- 
bal rabble-rousers to rise up against 
the car, supposedly a cultural sym- 
bol of independence and 
freedom? And what's 
the problem with 
oil, anyway? Is 
it the increased 
dependence on 
war and oppres- 
sive Third World dictators 
that has people up in arms? Is 
it pollution from the numer- 
ous autos hitting the road? 

Maybe it's the realization that the 
promises made by car peddlers 
are empty, that purchasing such 
machines won't really fulfill anyone's 
desire for emancipation, adventure, 
stimulation or happiness. Could it be 
the backward logic of consumption that 
duped us into exchanging numerous hours of 
labor for the funds to buy and fuel that mobile object of our 
manufactured desire? 

Unfortunately, the bleak reality is that our current 
society is dependent on oil and automobiles to transport 
food and other commodities to the cities we inhabit. Is 
this really how we want to live? All of these consider- 
ations are fueling a rethinking of oil dependency and 
inspiring actions with a diverse set of tactics to resist and 
replace car culture. 

A number of enraged activists have recently employed 
direct action tactics to make people aware of the issues 
surrounding the car culture while — car by car — weakening 
the culture's expansion. 

Cars Kill; Kill Cars 

Forty SUVs in Richmond, Virginia, have been damaged 
since July 2002. Though no one has claimed responsibility, 
graffiti and notes left behind at the sites suggest that these 
actions have been the handiwork of the Earth Liberation 
Front. The SUVs were defaced with glass-etching cream, 
and the tires were slashed. 


THESE FUEL SUCKERS HAVE 
OVER-RUN ROADWAYS, 

THE MEDIA AND PEOPLES* MINDS. 

Ending the Auto Age 

Walking, bicycling and public transportation ad- 
vocates on five different continents participated in 
World Car-Free Days — "15 Days to End the Auto 
Age" — in September. Confronting "the intrusion of 
cars into our lives and environment," the two-week 
event included people reclaiming public spaces, spread- 
ing information on the deathly nature of cars and rejoicing at 
the prospect of a world with fewer automobiles. The annual 
event — originated by Car Busters in 2000 — begins each year 
on September 22, the anniversary of the first automobile 
fatality. This year, World Car-Free Days culminated on the 1 0- 
year anniversary of the first critical mass bike ride with loads 
of rambunctious rides happening around the world. 

In Luxembourg, on October 25, more than 600 people shut 
down every one of the country's 28 ExxonMobil gas stations. 
The actions were part of a Greenpeace campaign, exposing 
ExxonMobil's use of lobbying and public relations cam- 
paigns to sabotage international global warming agreements. 

What Would Jesus Drive? 

That is the question being raised by Christian activists 
who cite moral objections to cars that contribute to the 
demise of the Earth with their ridiculously low gas mileage. 
The Evangelical Environmental Network is launching tele- 
vision ads encouraging Christians to buy the most fuel- 
efficient vehicle that will suit their needs. 

In November, representatives of the National Religious 
Partnership for the Environment went so far as to meet with 
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top executives at General Motors and Ford to discuss their 
concerns. Prior to the meeting, the group sent an open letter 
to US automakers signed by more than 30 religious leaders. 
"Choices about what cars to build raise fundamental moral 
issues,” the letter said. "Automobile manufacturing now 
requires thinking about values, not just vehicles." 

The Show's Over 

In Birmingham, England, on October 23, more than 70 
activists confronted car manufacturers, on the opening 
day of the International Motor Show, about the industry's 
irresponsible promotion of car culture. The celebration of 
the automobile industry's future was joined by demonstra- 
tors, who highlighted a few aspects of that future, which 
often go overlooked: flooding, hurricanes and other severe 
weather conditions characteristic of global warming. 

The demonstrators, decked out in raingear marked with 
tire tracks, displayed a model globe with tire marks across 
it bearing the words, "What was that bump?" The demon- 
stration fittingly occurred on the same day as the start of 
another round of international climate talks in India. 

Bicycle vs. Automobile 

On October 26, acting alone and displaying the power 
each of us has to get others to think, a bicyclist in Portland, 
Oregon, forced six SUVs to pull over in midday traffic by 
laying her bike in the middle of the road. Fusing creativity 
with consciousness, the bicyclist confronted the drivers: 
"Do you know why I stopped you? I am going to have to 
give you a ticket for contributing to the destruction of the 
environment and the health of the inhabitants of the 
planet and also for being an addict to Middle Eastern oil." 
Five out of the six drivers accepted the "ticket." Defying 
danger and armed only with a whistle, the lone bicyclist 
pushed the drivers to contemplate the adverse effects 
associated with driving their gas-guzzling machines — all 
while having fun! 

SUV Subvertising 

An anti-SUV advertising campaign, which points out the 
lesser-known side effects of increased fuel consumption, is 
getting underway in Beverly Hills, California. One of the 
ads will link our country's dependence on oil to the 
perpetuation of terrorist activity, the punchline being: 
"The biggest weapon of mass destruction is parked in your 
driveway." The ad makers admit that reaching the minds 
of the area's residents will be difficult, considering the 
immense popularity of SUVs right now. 

No Future for Cars 

These actions seem all too appropriate as the burning of 
fossil fuels proves to be directly responsible for the current 
global warming crisis. According to the UN Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change, unless action is taken, 
there will be an increase in heat waves and floods; glaciers 
and polar ice caps will continue to melt; sea levels will 
continue to rise; more plant and animal species will be- 
come extinct; outbreaks of diseases will increase; and 
millions of people will be forced to flee their homes. 

Bradford VanLuheis is the CEO of the Higgens Corporation, 
which specializes in theft reduction. 



Get out your sledgehammer, it's time to party. 


Because Cars Can’t Dance 

The following excerptwas taken from an article that originally 
appeared in the December-January 1995 Earth First! Journal. 

An old car drove up the street to one of the busiest 
intersections in London: High Street Camden. It entered 
the five-way intersection at a slow pace, to be smashed 
into by another car in similar condition coming the 
other way. Both drivers, obviously upset, got out and 
started to abuse each other, much to the annoyance of 
other drivers who were blockaded by the altercation. 
The two drivers got so irate that they both removed 
sledgehammers from their boots and proceeded to smash 
each others' cars, much to the disbelief of the drivers 
now in a traffic jam. 

But this was only the beginning, as this altercation was 
a theatrical move to block the road and to signify to 
hundreds of people — who then poured into the street 
from the tube station — that the street was reclaimed and 
the party could now begin. All cars entering the intersec- 
tion became gridlocked. Shoppers and market goers joined 
the street party, which lasted five hours. The smashed cars 
became the focus for all to vent their car anger on. The 
police directed traffic — what else could they do? 

Anti-motorway actions that have been occurring in 
Britain over the last few years have taken a new form. And 
the media is lapping it up with headlines such as, "Car 
rage is the new focus of rebellion— and it's challenging 
the very way we live. Urban and rural guerrilla groups are 
trying to undermine car culture and defy a government 
committed more to words than deeds to changing it." 
And, "Car sickness or just sick of the car? As cities get 
clogged, radical protests attract unlikely supporters." 

Back issues of the Earth First! Journal are available for five 
dollars each. Please inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order 
our near complete 22-year set for $5 00. 
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It was About More than Just a Road 


V’C'm^holo^lzJn^ tt'ighway 


5~5 


by Marshall Lough 

"Upon looking into a troubled stream, the reflection is not 
only larger but more distorted. " 

— from Gulliver's Travels by Johnathan Swift 

Our Way or the Highway, by 
Mary Losure, University of Minne- 
sota Press, 2002. 

Mary Losure's new book, Our Way 
or the Highway, recently hit the 
shelves of bookstores in the Twin 
Cities. Losure is a veteran reporter 
working for Minnesota Public Ra- 
dio who was repeatedly called to 
report on the struggle against the 
rerouting of Highway 55 in 1998. 

Perceived as an ally to the cause to 
protect the sacred sites, parkland 
and homes slated for demolition, 
she was always there to report on 
the flashpoints during the 15- 
month story of resistance. 

As a result of this intimate 
contact, Losure has woven an 
intriguing, yet problematic, story 
surrounding many of the person- 
alities that dotted the map of that 
unique stretch of urban greenspace 
in south Minneapolis along the 
Mississippi River bluffs. 

Losure's quotes are accurate, and 
many of the book's chapters cover 
important themes that arose dur- 
ing the resistance. However, it is 
safe to say that Losure was trained 
to see with the eyes of a contem- 
porary journalist. Our Way or the Highway focuses on the 
"main news events" surrounding the occupation rather 
than the heart of the struggle: the daily and mundane 
process of keeping the longest urban land occupation in US 
history alive. 

I find the characterizations of myself and many of my 
family in this struggle to be not only demeaning at times 
but also a transparent attempt to provide a "selling point" 
for the book. At the end of the preface, Losure opines, 
"Often they seemed to lack any clear strategy. But the 
better I came to know them, the more respect I had for what 
they were trying to do." Ironically, this "respect" often 
comes packaged with generalizations and over-simplifica- 
tions of one of the more complex struggles that any of us 
had ever experienced. 


We were never really that sexy, or stupid, or stereotyped 
or even as homogenous as we are portrayed in Losure's 
book. We were never really split into two camps as Losure 
suggests: Earth First! on the one hand and the Mendota 
Mdewakanton Dakota Community and the American In- 
dian Movement (AIM) on the other. 

That is not to say that there were 
not divisions. Yet, Losure was in- 
accurate in how she chose to por- 
tray many of the obstacles that lay 
in the way ol our building bridges 
between the many different fac- 
tions involved. Many of us, while 
participating in Earth First! actions 
and other radical ecological events, 
never considered ourselves Earth 
First!ers. And there were disagree- 
ments within the Mendota 
Mdewakanton Dakota Commu- 
nity about how to be involved. 

Losure often portrays us as a 
"cheap, run-down carnival, " as Don 
Davis, Minnesota commissioner of 
"public safety," described the en- 
campment. "On sunny weekends, 
dreadlocked, nose-ringed, young 
Earth Firstlers in blackT-shirts, cargo 
pants rolled up to the knee and 
heavy hiking boots strolled on the 
lawns with gray-haired 1960s ac- 
tivists." Oftentimes, our realities 
and opinions were given less cred- 
ibility than the "authority figures" 
that are quoted in the book, includ- 
ing the police officers who repeat- 
edly brutalized us in spite of our 
nonviolent stance. 

While Losure gives lip service to our insistence that "they 
[we] didn't like labels anyway," she proceeds to focus on 
several flamboyant personalities. This is due largely to the 
fact that she is trapped by the perception of a journalist, 
but more importantly, because many of the people who 
were core to the occupation during its entire life, refused to 
interview with Losure at all. 

Several key people who were involved in the set up of the 
encampment on August 10, 1998, get no mention in the 
book. Others, whose involvement was predominantly only 
for the first four months of the occupation, dominate the 
presentation of "who we were." Losure takes the most 
controversial personalities and spotlights them, because to 
her they were the most interesting. Or perhaps in her 
mind, they were our "secret (white male) leaders." 
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We strived to build consensus around every issue. On 
some days in the encampment, we would have up to 12 
meetings. We attended the weekly Stop the Reroute Coa- 
lition meetings and worked hard at several key and 
controversial moments to keep the ever fragile network 
together. We worked to build and foster relationships, 
and we never rested. 

At any point, any one of us could have left the encamp- 
ment, and it would have continued. It was never about 
individuals or single issues. To some it was about public 
policies, to some it was about car culture, their parkland, 
their family home, sacred land and still to others the 
sacredness of all life. 

The houses were the first line of defense. This was a 
conscious strategy. We truly were amazed that the state of 
Minnesota did not act to remove 
us sooner. Unlike many occupa- 
tions on state forest land or out in 
the wilds, we were in an urban 
area. Hundreds of people stayed at 
the camp and came to corn feeds, 
pow wows, pipe ceremonies and 
open stages. 

We dug in, built the occupation 
and made the state of Minnesota 
pay a high political price when it 
came in on December 20, 1998, 
with 802 state troopers. The sa- 
cred oaks and treesits were our 
next line of defense. This was also 
a conscious strategy. For a period 
of time we were costing the state 
of Minnesota up to $50,000 dol- 
lars a day in security costs. We 
attempted to create a dynamic 
strategy that included prayer, leg- 
islative lobbying, demonstrating 
and direct action. 

We were willing to pay a high 
price, willing to put our lives on 
the line and to take state repres- 
sion because many of us believe in 
a world where racist and colonial 
societal attitudes no longer rule. 

We were fallible, arrogant and at 
times, painfully human. 

We did not only gain Losure's 
respect but also the respect of many of our closest neigh- 
bors. Even some of the park police officers expressed this 
sentiment and commented on how our 24-hour-a-day 
security patrols made their work easier. The night of the 
raid we received numerous "tips" from law enforcement. 

That is not to say that we did not alienate people, 
including neighbors and coalition partners, but to focus 
solely on this aspect, as Losure did, is misleading. 

Across the street from the encampment lived a man who 
really disliked us. He made this very clear every day. His 
daughter, however, would come to the sacred fire at night 
and talk with us about how she supported what we were 
doing. Her mother was Native American and her father was 
a Vietnam veteran, so the family was divided. The whole 


city was divided around this struggle. Losure did not 
interview our supporters in the neighborhood. Perhaps 
that would have painted a complex picture, a complex 
world where we moved beyond our story line. 

Another complexity that Losure overlooked was that in 
spite of our efforts to build the world that we want to live 
in, we did have serious problems with hierarchies devel- 
oping — especially around "security culture" and the rep- 
lication of oppressive relationships that occur within 
mainstream society, including race, gender, class and 
sexual orientation privileges. We were striving, and are 
still striving, to become new people, forced to create a 
new language, all the while under constant pressure from 
state security forces. 

The book does contain an important history of the 
Mendota Mdewakanton commu- 
nity and the testimony of elders 
from many First Nations who 
spoke out about the sacredness of 
the trees, land and water. Losure 
asks some important questions 
that illustrate that she did in fact 
come to respect, if not under- 
stand, the struggle: "How do we 
make decisions that shape the fu- 
ture of our cities? What binds us 
into communities? What, in the 
21st century, do we hold sacred?" 

Our Way or the Highway, is worth 
reading. But read it with this in 
mind: Movements are about col- 
lective action, hundreds of 
I unthanked, nameless hands and 

o 

s hearts that shape the space in 
| which transformation takes place, 
g That space is what is important. 

Most of the world's history has 
| never been told, it is kept by oral 
| historians or is lost in the oceans 
| or composted into soil. It is about 
how we inter-relate. There is no 
objective history. We all tell the 
story from our perspective. In that 
~ light, my review is written from 
my perspective, and in that way is 
limited to my honest assessment. 
To her credit, Losure did at- 
tempt to contact many of the people reluctant to speak 
with her, myself included, to try and set up more in- 
depth interviews. She accepted some criticism of her 
rough draft and changed some aspects, especially around 
gender dynamics. 

In one of her correspondences she wrote, " People are not 
interested in reading about a nameless, faceless move- 
ment." The truth is that the vast majority of humanity is 
engulfed in just such a movement for our very survival, and 
some of us are striving to be allies in our mutual liberation. 

As Losure concludes, "I finally began to realize what they 
had known all along: It was about more than just a road." 

Marshall Lough is a 30-something freedom fighter from 
Planet Earth. 



An activist, dressed as Santa Claus, huddles on the 
chimney during the December 1998 police raid. 
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Creating a Culture of Security 






Living Under Surveillance 




Surveillance is the art of monitor- \ \ \ \ 'V 
ing the activities of persons or groups \ \\ \ 
without them knowing it. Surveillance \ \ \ \ 
has been an intrinsic part of human XT/V 
history. SunTzu's The Art of War, written — N 

2,500 years ago, discusses how spies should 
be used against a person's enemies. But modern electronic 
and computer technology have given surveillance a whole 
new means of operation. No longer must it be practiced by 
agents; it can be automated using computers. 

Counter-surveillance is the practice of avoiding or mak- 
ing surveillance difficult. Before computer networks, 
counter-surveillance involved physically avoiding agents 
and communicating secretly. Now counter-surveillance 
involves everything from knowing how to keep your 
purchases private to learning how to prevent the track- 
ing of your movements by mobile phones and Closed 
Circuit TV. 

Levels of state surveillance have increased, and by using 
computers, the government is now able to draw together 
many different information sources to create profiles of 
persons or groups. 

Many large corporations now use I q 
various forms of "passive" surveil- /] 

lance. This is primarily a means of /A - ' 
watching the activities of staff or for 
marketing, security and advertis- | As humans 
ing purposes. Some large . ! u , •, 


corporations also actively 

use various forms of sur- Iry^Bhi this make 
veillance to monitor ac- ... 

tivists and campaign / Jo\y k activities easier. 

groups who may impact //[/ ’* 
their operations. ^ 

As the scope of surveillance increases, it is important that 
activists manage their exposure to different types of sur- 
veillance. This will limit the damage that the government 
and opposing groups can do to their work. 


Personal Counter-Surveillance 

Protecting information is the first stage of counter- 
surveillance. As humans, we are creatures of habit. If we 
exhibit very predictable habits, this makes keeping track of 
our activities easier. 

The best way to begin avoiding surveillance is to think 
about breaking the regular patterns in your life — making it 
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harder for someone to practice routine surveillance. It also 
masks the times when you may undertake activities that 
are out of the ordinary. 

Breaking regular patterns does not mean going to bed 
at different times, or working different hours everyday. 
Instead it requires that any activities you wish to avoid 
being the subject of surveillance are integrated into 
the other events in your life — but not to the extent that 
they become predictable. If you change the route 
you take to work or shop on a random basis, you make 
it more difficult to monitor your movements. If you 
build irregular appointments into activities that might 
involve surveillance, it creates a background "noise" in 
the pattern of your activities that masks any changes in 
your habits. 

While working to keep your personal activities safe from 
unwanted surveillance, the main issue you will have to 
deal with is how to network with people when you need to 
discuss sensitive issues. 

Counter-surveillance must be seen as a balancing of 
opposing objectives. It requires an effort to protect 
information and activities that are sensitive, while giv- 
ing less emphasis to those activities that can be open to 
all. The important rule with counter-surveillance is 
proportionality. 

You should not, for example, seek to avoid surveillance 
for issues that are not sensitive. This, of course, assumes 
that sensitive work only constitutes a minor part of your 
activities. When the sensitive parts of your work comprise 
a large part of your everyday workload, it is more difficult 

to hide those activities 
within the patterns of 
As humans, we are creatures of habit, your everyday life. 

If we exhibit very predictable habits, JlSgaUtaformatlon 

this makes keeping track of our about yourself and your 

activities, monitoring you 
ier - becomes difficult. How- 

ever, you are also likely to 
become more isolated, suspicious and secretive in the 
process, which may isolate you from the public you are 
trying to engage. 

With a little forethought, despite living under surveil- 
lance, the work you wish to protect should be able to slip 
by un-noticed. 

This article was excerpted from a briefing written by Paul 
Mobbs for the Association for Progressive Communications. 
There are many reasons to develop security-consciousness in the 
activist community. The information provided here is an at- 
tempt to begin to satisfy the questions activists ask about 
computer security and overall security culture. For more infor- 
mation, visit security, tao.ca. 


Implementing Counter-Surveillance 


as Part of Your Work 


Travel 

• If traveling on sensitive business, try 
to use public transport. Using private 
cars will provide a traceable identity. 

• If you are traveling to a sensitive 
meeting, take a different route going 
there and coming back. If possible, do 
not use the same bus or station when 
going to or leaving the location you are 
traveling to. This lessons the likelihood 
that your destination will be identified. 

• To counter the Closed Circuit TV 
(CCTV) systems in public places, move 
with the crowd. Don't rush, don't cut 
corners and don't look around for 
CCTV cameras. Alter your physical 
appearance so you blend in. 

• If you can include other events or 
appointments as part of your journey, 
that will help provide an alternate 
motive for traveling to that area of a 
town or city. 

• Facial recognition systems work 
primarily on the configuration of fa- 
cial features. To work, they need to get 
a good view of your face. Looking at a 
slight angle toward the ground and 
wearing a hat with a brim helps to fool 
the system. 

• Always assume that public trans- 
port vehicles have CCTV installed — 
traveling during peak hours will help 
to mask your presence. 

• Darkness aids anonymity, but it is 
not a foolproof solution to the latest 
CCTV cameras, which see in the dark. 






Mobile Phones 

• If in doubt, turn it off. 

• If traveling to a sensi- 
tive location in an urban 
area, do not use a cell 
phone within two or 
three miles of the loca- 
tion. In rural areas, do 

not use it within 10 or 1 5 miles of your 
final destination. This will prevent the 
creation of a trail that associates you 
with that location on that day. 

• If the location you are going to is 
nowhere near a route you regularly 
travel, turn off your phone before you 
start your journey there. 



• If you desperately need 
to mask your location, let 
someone else carry your 
phone around for the day. 

Payments 

• If you are traveling to 
a sensitive location, don't 
pay for anything by credit/ 
debit card or take money 
from a cash machine. 

Communications 

• If you need 
to make a sensi- 
tive phone call 
that must not be di- 
rectly associated with you, do so from 
a public phone booth. Be aware that 
the person at the other end of the 
call may have their calls monitored. 

• If using public phones, try to use 
them in random locations rather than 
those that are closest to you or are on 
your regular transit routes. 

• If you wish to send something sen- 
sitive through the mail, wear gloves to 
prevent creating fingerprints when pro- 
ducing and packing the item. Do not 
lick the envelope or stamps, and mail it 
from a different location than where 
you normally send your letters. 

• If you need to send a sensitive 
fax, use a copy shop that has a self- 
service desk. 

• If you desperately need to keep in 
communication, use cash to buy a 


mail and other services. 

pay-as-you-go mobile phone. Only use 
it for a day or two while you are en- 
gaged in sensitive work. 

Online 

• Maintain a number of alternate 
personas on the Internet that give you 
access to web mail and other services. 


• If you need to use the Internet, use 
a cybercafe; try not to use the same 
one more than once. Make sure that 
you do not access your own Internet 
services from the cybercafe — use an 
alternate persona. 

Meetings 

• When organizing a private meeting, 
try to agree to meet in a different loca- 
tion nearby. Then direct people to the 
correct meeting place as they arrive. 
This lessens the likelihood of the actual 
location being under surveillance. 

• Do not make a phone call from a 
meeting, or from a public phone 
nearby, to a number that can be iden- 
tified with you. 

• Ask people going to a private 
meeting to turn off mobile phones 

before traveling to the 
meeting place. 

• Alternate meeting spaces 
as much as possible. If you 
meet in a public place, pick 
somewhere with a high level 
of background noise to pre- 
vent your conversations 
from being overheard. 

• If you must pay for something 
while in the area, use cash. 

• Many public spaces are monitored 
by CCTV. Bars, cafes and restaurants 
tend not to have their CCTV systems 
linked to a central control room and 
are usually focused on the cash register. 


Maintain a number of alternate personas 
on the Internet that give you access to web 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 


Due to an unusually large number of 
arrests and prisoner updates this issue, 
the rest of our regular list of prisoner 
support contacts can be found online at 
www.earthfirstjoumal.org. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Correction: The Journal had been 
reporting that animal liberation pris- 
oners Peter Schnell and Matthew 
Whyte were sentenced to 14 months 
and 24 months, respectively. Actually, 
the reverse is true. 

Whyte was released from prison into 
a halfway house on Decem- 
ber 18. Letters to him can 
be sent to the Santa Cruz 2 
Defense Fund, POB 583, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440, USA. 

Peter Schnell is still serv- 
ing his 24-month sentence. 

Send letters to Peter 
Schnell, #99476-111, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, 

Otisville, NY 10963, USA. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall 
was recently interrogated 
by members of the Port- 
land Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, who threatened him 
with more prison time. 

They are trying to exploit 
personal disputes within 
the movement to their ad- 
vantage. He has also injured 
his wrist and a toe. Send letters of 
support to Craig Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. 

•Randall Mark was sentenced to 60 
days in jail on October 31, for resist- 
ing arrest at a road blockade last April. 
He was part of an effort to protect 
wild bison from being captured and 
killed by the Montana Department 
of Livestock. As of December, Mark, 
who is trying to keep a vegan diet, 
has been on a hunger strike for more 
than 35 days. 

•Jaggi Singh, a community organizer 
who has been involved in numerous 
anti-globalization protests, has been 
targeted by intelligence police in 
Canada for several years. Singh is le- 
gally forbidden to use a megaphone 
anywhere in Canada or to be a "leader. " 
Now Singh, known for his nonviolent 
actions, faces possible prison time for 
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"inciting a riot," "participation in a 
riot," "illegal assembly" and "mis- 
chief." Singh is calling for support and 
solidarity as he defends himself at four 
upcoming trials. He's looking for wit- 
nesses who observed his conduct at 
the protests, video evidence that could 
prove his innocence, money for legal 
defense, translators who can help with 
English to French translation, as well 
as moral support. Donations and sup- 
port can be sent to Jaggi Singh, 6301, 
Rue de Bordeaux, Montreal, Quebec 
H2G 3R9, Canada; jaggi@tao.ca. 

To find out more 
about the many other 
activists facing trial in 
Quebec City, visit 
www.quebeclegal.org. 

• On October 6, 
three Dominican 
nuns in Colorado dis- 
armed nuclear missile 
transport equipment 
in an action called 
"Sacred Earth and 
Space Plowshares II." 
Two years ago, the 
nuns engaged in a 
similar disarmament 
at another air force 
base. They each face 
up to 30 years in 
prison. Send separate 
letters to Carol Gil- 
bert, Jackie Hudson and Ardeth Platte, 
Clear Creek County Jail, POB 518, 
Georgetown, CO 80444, USA. 

•Nathan Brasfield has been remanded 
for felony theft of a telecommunica- 
tions service. The charge is related to 
the on-going international campaign 
against Huntingdon Life Sciences. Send 
letters to Nathan Brasfield, #202044 1 00, 
King County Regional Justice Center 
Detention Facility, 620 West James St, 
Kent, WA 98032, USA. 

•Benjamin Persky has been charged 
with second degree felony criminal 
mischief. He was arrested in New 
York City in April at a protest against 
Huntingdon Life Sciences where win- 
dows of Marsh Insurance executives' 
homes were smashed. He has been 
imprisoned since July and faces up 
to a six-year sentence. For an update, 
visit www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
Letters of support can be sent to 


lettersforbenjamin@hotmail.com. If 
you want a reply, please include a 
mailing address. 

•Lawrence Pascal, an environmental 
and indigenous sovereignty activist, 
has been imprisoned since July for 
blocking logging trucks. Send letters to 
Lawrence Pascal, POB 820, Kamloops, 
British Columbia V2C 5M9, Canada. 

•Tewahnee "Tee" Sahme and David 
"Looks Away” Scalera are Native Ameri- 
can prisoners who struggle for Native 
rights behind prison walls. They were 
recently transferred back to the prison 
where, two years ago, both partici- 
pated in a riot aimed at winning better 
conditions for prisoners. Now they 
face retaliation from those same 
guards. For more information and to 
support them, contact Break the 
Chains, POB 11331, Eugene, OR97440, 
USA; breakthechains02@yahoo.com; 
www.breakthechains.net. 

•Jose Bove will be sent back to prison 
for 14 months for twice destroying 
genetically modified crops. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
what the government had reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon, Switzerland. Extradited 
to Switzerland to serve 10 years for 
destroying nuclear facility powerlines 
in the 1970s and '80s. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at a car dealership. 

•Grigory Pasko, Russian Federation 
690100, g. Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 
2, kv 24. Russian eco-jounralist serving 
four years for exposing the Russian 
Navy's dumping of nuclear waste. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, POB 27137, Fort 
Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 27 
years for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackhammer, mail- 
ing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 




Methods of Control: Components of the Prison Environment 


by Peter Gelderloos 

Essentially, convicted of a thought crime — crossing onto 
an otherwise open military base while opposing the School 
of the Americas — I went to jail on July 12. Refusing to self- 
surrender, five of us went straight into custody after the 
trial. I spent a month and a half in Georgia county jails. 
After 20 days in maximum security at the US Penitentiary 
Atlanta, and after a lovely flight on Con Air, I came to 
a federal prison 
camp in western 
Maryland, where I 
will finish my six- 
month sentence. 

There is less need 
to describe the 
methods of control 
used in jails and 
penitentiaries, which include obvious things like walls, 
razor wire, television and sedatives. How prisoners are 
controlled in prison camps, which are minimum security 
and therefore easy to escape from, is more interesting. 
These methods of control are also used 
on society at large, and what is the 
citizen of a powerful state but a super- 
minimum security inmate? After all, im- 
prisonment corresponds with trust. 

People on the outside are there because 
they can be trusted to obey orders, just as 
minimum security inmates can be trusted 
to not escape and to otherwise submit to 
the conditions of their imprisonment. 

All prisoners (including those on the 
outside) may think and say whatever 
we want. The only restrictions are on 
what we do. The minute speech be- 
comes an action — something with con- 
sequences; from educating a person to 
exposing the hypocrisy of an author- 
ity — it may be suppressed in the name 
of protecting the security of an institu- 
tion. An increased security level may 
result. For example, exposing a hypoc- 
risy is not punished on the outside 
because, when treated properly, it con- 
tributes to the pervasive and debilitat- 
ing atmosphere of cynicism. On the 
inside, it may be punished because it 
challenges the authority's power, 
which includes a right to defy truth 
and common sense. But inside or out, any speech that 
translates to mass action may be termed "inciting a riot." 

By doing, we become dangerous, so it is our actions 
that the authorities must control. Short of physically 
confining us, they can only do this by inducing us to 
obey voluntarily. 

The primary tool for obedience is the constant threat 
of punishment, which is made more effective by giving 


prisoners privileges. At prison camp, we have a number 
of privileges reminiscent of those enjoyed on the out- 
side: phone, commissary, freedom of movement (within 
set boundaries). All of this can be easily taken away. For 
more serious infractions, we could wind up "behind the 
fence," in a higher security facility. 

When I came here, I was surprised to notice that the rules 
were vague, unknown or contradictory. This lack of clarity 
is a novel way to enforce conformity; everyone wants to 
play it safe, so they gravitate toward the 
center like a flock of sheep. No one 
pushes the boundaries because they 
don't know where the safe ground ends. 
Inmates can find no protection in the 
rules because the authorities are the 
only ones allowed to interpret them. 
Accordingly, playing by the book will 
get you in trouble almost as fast as 
playing against it. The only safety is in doing what you 
think is expected of you before they ask you to do it. 

Because this particular prison camp is in the moun- 
tains, another component of obedience here is the steril- 
ization of nature. After 
being locked up for two 
months in four different 
cells, I was ecstatic to arrive 
in a place that had so much 
grass and then crushed to 
learn that I was not allowed 
to walk on it at all. The 
mountains to the west whis- 
pered subversively in my 
blood: wander, escape, run 
off to live the life of a bandit 
or guerrilla. But the threat 
of punishment, five years 
for crossing a line, forced 
the mountains to become 
scenery and further alien- 
ated me. 

The most venomous les- 
son of prison camp has been 
that it teaches us to uncon- 
sciously accept imprison- 
ment even under an open 
sky. Upon release, the "cor- 
rected" individual continues 
his habit of submission and 
continues to see freedom as 
an alienable set of privileges. 
Meanwhile, a person who lives freely, who makes her own 
decisions at the direction of her conscience, will be 
chafed by arbitrary constraints outside just as much as 
inside of prison. 

Peter Gelderloos served six months for crossing onto the 
School of the Americas base. He was among the 29 protesters 
who served three to six-month prison sentences for participating 
in the peaceful demonstration in November 2001 . 


The most venomous lesson of prison 
camp has been that it teaches us to 
unconsciously accept imprisonment 
even under an open sky. 
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( . Restoration (Ruse on ‘Anacava ‘Isfand 



BY 


After stopping extractive industries on wildlands, many 
advocates hope that we can restore these habitats. Yet in 
areas that are already protected, like national parks, we 
think our work is done because these ecosystems are 
supposed to be preserved intact. It is heartbreaking to find 
out that this is not the case. 

A devastating restoration scam is underway on Anacapa 
Island, part of Channel Islands National Park, off the coast 
of Santa Barbara, California. What is disturbing is that a 
nonprofit restoration group called Island Conservation 
and Ecology Group (ICEG), headquartered at the Univer- 
sity of California-Santa Cruz, is the perpetrator. 

As is the case for most islands, human exploration brought 
consequences — one was in the form of invasive 
stowaways on explorers' boats. The black rat, 
Rattiis rattus, settled the islets of Anacapa more 
than 150 years ago. The National Park 
Service (NPS) and ICEG based 
their restoration plans on 
the premise that this non- 
Xantiis' Murrelet native species is a primary 
predator of the Xantus' murrelet, a threatened sea bird that 
nests in rocky crevices on Anacapa. 

Yet evidence from a study on Anacapa could not show 
that the black rat preys on the eggs, chicks or adult 
murrelets. In fact, a recent survey showed that the 
murrelet population was increasing. Supporting further 
criticism of the ICEG project is a study of the Xantus' 
murrelet on nearby Santa Barbara Island, which showed 
that the birds are in decline there, even though the 
island is free of the black rat. 

Still, even if you ignore these facts and consider the black 
rat a threat, would any true wildlife advocate come to the 
conclusion that ICEG and the NPS did? 

In 1997, ICEG proposed to aerially drop thousands of 
grain pellets laced with the poison brodifacoum. Brodifacoum 
is toxic to wildlife, is not registered for wilderness use and 
has a half-life in the soil for 157 days. Despite legal chal- 
lenges from the Channel Islands Animal Protection Associa- 
tion (CHIAPA) and the Fund for Animals, the project was 
approved. Three poison drops have occurred, the first one in 
December 200 1 . The last poison drop on November 23, was 
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secretly planned, witnessed only by sport fishermen who 
were pelted by poison pellets while in their boats offshore. 

After the December 2001 bombing, surveys by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the NPS showed 
that not only did the poison kill the black rat, but also 
many of the native bird species. This should have come as 
no surprise to ICEG's "restoration biologists" who have 
published on their website a February 24, 1999, study 
entitled "Brodifacoum Poisoning of Avian Scavengers 
During Rat Control on a Seabird Colony." According to 
the study, "There is a very real risk to some avian predators 
and scavengers from both primary and secondary expo- 
sure to brodifacoum when used to remove rats from 
seabird colonies in the Pacific Northwest environment." 
It also follows that birds that 
have a seed-based diet would 
also be attracted to the poi- 
son-laced grain. 

The USFWS gave a Special 
Purpose Permit to the NPS 
that allows for the killing of 
migratory birds, which are 
supposedly protected under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA). The Fund for Ani- 
mals has noted that the MBTA 
summary report after the 
December 2001 bombing es- 
timated that "763 protected 
birds in 27 different species may have been affected by the 
poisoning." These species include white-crowned sparrows, 
golden-crowned sparrows, western meadowlarks, American 
kestrels and burrowing owls. 

Another highly impacted species was the rare Anacapa deer 
mouse, endemic only to the Anacapa Islands. The project 
allowed for this "incidental take" by capturing a sample 
population of deer mice to be released when the island is safe. 

The last two island poisonings were performed in spite of 
the fact that CHIAPA and the Fund for Animals had filed a 
petition for an emergency listing of the Anacapa deer mouse 
as an endangered species. In reality, impact surveys cannot 
possibly include the birds that died at sea or the long-term 
effects of the poisoning on this closed ecosystem. Nor can 
surveys account for the impact on sea mammals and fish from 
the recent dumping of poison into the Pacific Ocean, let alone 
from the toxic mn-off after a heavy storm. 

Scarlet Newton, an animal advocate from CHIAPA, notes 
that this is just one of many cases of short-sighted restoration 
on Pacific coast islands. In a recent Freedom of Information 
Act request, CHIAPA received a copy of correspondence 
between ICEG and the NPS stating that the two million dollar 
Anacapa Island project was "precedent setting, " and that it 
would open up the market for future "restoration" projects. If 
the poisoning of native species were not proof enough, this 
further demonstrates that ICEG and the NPS are motivated 
more by profit margins than restoration ethics. 

For more informationrcohtact€HlAPA, (805) 882-2008; 
info@chiapa.org. 



Vulnerable burrowing owls 


photo by Art Wolfe 


Got the Winter blahs? 

Come on down to the 2003 
Organizers' Conference and 
Winter Rendezvous near warm 
and wild Santa Cruz, Califor- 
nia, from February 14-17. 

There will be exciting dis- 
cussions centered around 
movement building and 
strategy, as well as time set 
aside for skills sharing. Yet 
the focus of this year's con- 
ference will be "Safety and 
Effectiveness." With the re- 
cent, tragic deaths of two 
treesitters, Horehound and 
Naya, the importance of 
proper training will be 
stressed. Instructors will be 
on site to review training 
techniques and nonviolence 
tactics. The intention is that 
we will be more effective if 
we are fluent in how to carry 
out safe actions. 

It is no secret that the orga- 
nizing committee, Santa Cruz 
EF!, has been dealt heavy blows this year, including Naya's 
death and the devastation at Ramsey Gulch. Despite this, 
and because of this, we welcome the opportunity to invite 
folks from different regions and struggles around the world 
to our home to discuss many of the important issues facing 
our movement in these troubled times. 

Our Camp 

Home to some of the oldest, grandest and tallest trees, a 
land of deserts and the Pacific Ocean coast, California is 
remarkable in its diversity. We will be camping at Arroyo 
Seco, just east of the Ventana Wilderness. There are trails 
for hiking, and the brave can swim or raft in the Arroyo 
Seco River. The daytime temperatures may get into the 70s 
with overnight lows down to slightly below freezing. 


We will be in a US Forest 
Service campground, so wa- 
ter and toilet facilities will 
be available. The group 
campsite can hold 50 people 
(with a 10 car limit), and 
there will be additional 
campsites with 10 people per 
site (three cars maximum), a 
short walk away. 

Grub, Fire and Fun 

We will try to set up a com- 
munity kitchen but be pre- 
pared to cook your own food 
in the event that doesn't work 
out. You should also be pre- 
pared to keep your food safe 
from local critters, including 
the occasional black bear. 

The Warrior Poets Society's 
annual "Night to Howl" will 
be on February 1 6. Poets, sing- 
ers, musicians, rabble-rousers 
and ranters are invited to share 
their work. Please bring dry 
firewood so we can have warm 

nights around the campfire. 

Don't bring weapons, drugs, unruly pets or bad attitudes. 
There will be rangers driving around the camp area, so 
behave yourself or keep well out of sight. 

Directions 

From San Francisco: Take Highway 101 south to Arroyo 
Seco Road, just south of Soledad. Go southwest until you 
come to the Arroyo Seco campground in the Los Padres 
National Forest. Look for the group camp. 

From southern California: Take Highway 101 
north to Greenfield, then take G16 west to the 
Arroyo Seco campground. 

For more information, contact EF! OC 2003, POB 344, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061; (83 1) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com. 



Org aimers’ Conference 2003 
February 1 4-1 7 
Santa Cruz, California 


(KJlBRJS OP TPIE 

Back from the Dead 

To fill an order from an Ice Age-themed wildlife park in 
Siberia, Japanese scientists are digging around in the legs 
and testicles of a mammoth who was buried in an ava- 
lanche 30,000 years ago. 

The scientists intend to clone mammoths — who have 
been extinct for 10,000 years — either by reproducing leg 
| cells or by using a technique that involves impregnating an 
§. Indian elephant with cloned mammoth sperm and then 
^ repeating the procedure with its offspring. If this inter- 
! generational inbreeding continues for 50 years, a creature 
| that is 88 percent mammoth could result. 

I Meanwhile, the planners of the wildlife park are already 
populating the site with other species from the Ice Age 
such as wild horses and musk ox. 
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Earth Firstl’s Action Update 

A New Earth First! Project 

Apparently we have far too much free time and not enough good 
ol' common sense, because we have decided to produce an Earth 
Firstly newsletter, an “action update," to compliment the in-depth 
analysis of the — Earth First! Journal. A motivated 

and (some- what) skilled few of us have 

volunteered to collate action reports, cam- 
paign news, announcements, eco-prisoner 

updates (and possibly hot gossip) into a small 

newsletter on a monthly basis. 

In order to do this, /WsK we require your help. You will sub- 
mit)!) articles, pho- iffl tographs, artwork, news, action re- 

ports, and more inf Y\ news about actions (at least if you 
want to "spread i Jfj Wy the word" you will). Earth First! 's 

Action Update ijj will be small in order to keep mailing 

costs minimal, If /// so keep your submissions short. We 

plan to not only cover Earth First! actions, but all actions in 
defense of the Earth and its inhabitants. While some coverage will be 
from around the world, there already is an EF! Action Update, which 
covers Europe. You can contact them at EF! Action Update, POB 487, 

Norwich NR2 3AL, England; mail@actionupdate.org.uk. 

While the EF! Journal's coverage of radical actions in defense of the 
Earth is in-depth and campaign oriented, the Action Update's coverage 
would be brief and event oriented. With a monthly newsletter, we will 
be able to have timely announcements and post-action reports. The 
world is changing rapidly, the war, against the planet .is in full swing, 
and everyday there are people defending the Earth and its inhabitants 
who could stand a little more coverage, help and movement-building 
information that a monthly action update can provide. 

Hopefully, working with the EF! Journal, we can inspire hordes of new 
actions and activists! Either way, we need to hear feedback from you. 

Does the movement need another paper? Can we support it? Can you 
help, and how? 

We plan to run our first issue as the blankwall in the February-March 
issue of the EF! Journal. For more information and to send submissions, 
contact EF!'s Action Update, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; 
efau@mckenzieprinters.org. 

The Buffalo Need You This Winter! 

Each Winter, Montana's Department of Livestock (DOL) terrorizes the last 
wild, free-roaming buffalo as they leave Yellowstone National Park in search 
of food. On October 2, the DOL sent three buffalo to slaughter, marking the 
earliest buffalo kill in five years. Last year, a total of 202 buffalo were killed. 

Buffalo Field Campaign is in desperate need of volunteers to join us on the 
frontlines to help save these wild buffalo. Come to Montana, stay in a warm 
cabin and eat great food while protecting these majestic creatures from 
immediate slaughter. For more information, contact the Buffalo Field 
Campaign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 



Help Bring Cascadia Alive! 

Starting May 26- Siskiyou Bioregion 

Plans are afoot in Cascadia to create the 
largest mobilization of people the US Forest 
Service (USFS) has ever seen. If the Bush admin- 
istration has its way, the only thing standing 
between the forest defenders and the clearcuts 
this Summer is going to be direct action. 

So come to the Northwest to save what is left 
of our national forests and to send a loud, clear 
message to the government that its new laws of 
repression will not silence dissent. 

Cascadia Summer will kick off with the North- 
west Regional Rendezvous in the Siskiyou 
mountains of southern Oregon! The Siskiyou 
region is known for its amazing botanical 
diversity, lovely and huge forest fires, budding 
Wise Use movement and legions of USFS min- 
ions who want to log every last tree. What a 
great place for a congregation of EF!ers. 

Join us Memorial Day weekend for education, 
action and fun as we get ready to face some of 
the biggest post-fire salvage logging Oregon has 
witnessed (as well as a few replace- 
ment volume sales and other 
sundry projects). This 
ain't no urban 
center; we need 
folks tocome, get 
excited and stay to 
help us fight. 

We invite activists from around the North- 
west and beyond to keep your calendar free 
and your eyes peeled to upcoming issues of the 
Journal for more information. 

For ongoing information, background and 
materials on the upcoming Cascadia Summer 
Roadshow, contact cascadia_summer- 
subscribe@lists.riseup.net. 
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LEARN WHAT IT TAKES TO GET 


THE SHOT The Guerrilla Video Primer is a fascinat- 
ing and informative look into the world of radical video 
journalism. This film offers an extensive overview of the 
skills, techniques and tactics needed to effectively document 
any event in the streets as an independent videographer. 

This fast-paced, one-hour tutorial is the Cascadia Media 
Collective's attempt to "better train and expand the growing pool 
of guerrilla journalists.” 

The Guerrilla Video Primer is available for $18 from the Cascadia Media 
Collective, POB 703, Eugene, OR 97440; www.cascadiamedia.org. 


Meeting of People Against Civilization 

April 26-May 1 • Barcelona, Spain 

Civilization as we know it oppresses humanity and destroys the Earth — 
and it must be stopped. 


Are you interested in participating 
the axis of the struggle against 
tizes how to get organized 
relationships that are 
than what happens at the 
Then come to Barcelona, 
Against Civilization, tentatively 
The meeting agenda is still in 
for activities, workshops, 



in a meeting of people around 
civilization? A meeting that priori- 
and creates a space for 
lasting, that go farther 
meeting itself? 

Spain, for the Meeting of People 
scheduled for April 26-May 1. 
the works, so send proposals 
menus, etc. Don't delay! 


For more information, contact Llavor d'anarquia, C/Mestres Casals i Martorell 
18, E-08003, Barcelona, Spain; llavorda@anarchie.net. 


Resources for Radicals 

For those active in movements for 
social change, Resources for Radicals 
provides a smorgasbord of resources 
with topics ranging from the 
criminalization of dissent to commu- 
nity gardening. Information coming 
from the environmental and social 
justice movements is abundant in the 
updated fourth edition of this anno- 
tated bibliography. To order a copy, 
send $ 1 5 ($ 1 2 for Canadian orders) to 
Toronto Action for Social Change, 
POB 73620, 509 St Clair Ave West, 
Toronto, Ontario M6C ICO, Canada; 
(416) 651-5800; tasc@web.ca. 



National Conference on Organized Resistance 

January 24-26 • Washington, DC 

The coordinators of this year's National Conference on Organized Resistance 
believe that all of our movements for social change must embrace real diversity — 


New Native Wildlife Video 


Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers and the 
Buffalo Field Campaign have released 
a new compilation featuring eight vid- 
eos that document the science, con- 
troversy and direct action campaigns 
surrounding the last remaining buf- 
falo, grizzlies and wolves in the US. 

For a copy of the Native Wildlife 
compilation video, send a donation 
of $15-$35 sliding scale to Cold 
Mountain, Cold Rivers, POB 7941, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-0867; 
cmcr@wildrockies.org. 


including diversity of age, gender, 
ground and specialty — in order for us 
multiple forms of oppression. They 
movement tactics, including 
culture; through religious 
and through acts of civil 
militant nonviolence. And 
National Conference on 
change ideas, learn from fellow 
and create stronger, more 
movements for social justice. 

Workshops will address, 
our movements, allow for a 



ethnicity, experience, mindset, back- 
to unite and successfully resist 
recognize and respect a diversity of 
political protest through art and 
and secular rituals; 
disobedience and 
they invite you to the 
Organized Resistance to ex- 
activists, build relationships 
dynamic and more radical 

philosophical questions in 
constructive critique of 


our actions, explore the inner workings of social change and share skills for 
better organizing. 

For more information, contact the National Conference on Organized Resis- 
tance, Kay Spiritual Life Center, Attn: CASJ, 4400 Massachusetts Ave NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20016; (202) 885-3333 x.l; info@organizedresistance.org; 
www.organizedresistance.org. 
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A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization, which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 

POB 10725 ggHKp 

Eugene, OR 97440 fl m 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

& Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
■b 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


magazine 

*you have no idea 

what you're missing. 

find out now ... 

f subscribe for $18 to receive 
six issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online: 

www.clamormagazine.org 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 
_! quality service, competitive 
j rates anc * t ^ le satisfaction of 
knowing that five percent 
? of your bill goes to this 

enviro-rag each month. 
r I To sign up, contact 

******** ( 510 ) 644 - 2778 . 


yLIlf&S HQT Order your 1003 

lim 


A 160-page, pocket-sized planner with 
radical historical notes, phone book, 
menstrual calendar & contact list. 

35 each. Mail well-concealed cash or 
checks to: 


S(in.?*not Collective 


3124 Shattuck, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 x.3 www.tao.ca/-slingshot 
Add $1 for a subscription to Slingshot 


Standing Our Ground 

• Northern California focus 
in a global context 

• Ecological and social 
justice 

• Reliable reporting 

• Striking artwork 

• Elegant design 

For subscription and contact infor- 
mation, please visit our website at 
www.ecologycenter.org, email 
subs@ecologycenter.org, or call 
(510) 548-2220 x230. 


Art by Tom Killion 


Break the Chains #13 


) The Newsletter of the Northwest Prisoners' 
Support Network: This issue includes 
writings by women in Oregon's prisons, 
recent statements by the anarchist and 
. American Indian prisoners' group 
' Children of the River, and more. 

I THIS IS OUR- LARGEST AMD 
MOST SUCCESSFUL ISSUE yET: 

Please help get tfie ft 

WOR-D OUTf Jg 


Please send $3 (well-concealed cash only). 
Break the Chains, POB 1 1331, Eugene, OR 97440 


burned out on 

A V r 

corporate radio? , 


The biggest corporate ^ r— * 


offender, ClearChannel, has 

T 

been allowed to buy up more • 

than 1,200 radio stations and | 

* ■ 

turn your radio into a ROBOT \ 

CONTROLLED JUKEBOX! \ ^ 

•J 

WANT THIS TO CHANGE? v 

s r 

Prometheus Radio Project: 
www.prometheusradio.org 

\ t 

VJ 
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Did you know there’s 

a TV station that cares 
about the same issues ' 

you do? 


Free Speech TV 


*• Not afraid to ask the hard questions 
- x - Non-commerciai TV 

*• Monthly Mobile-Eyes programs for 
educating & mobilizing the masses 
? ' ► Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman 

*■ Diverse & eye-opening documentaries 

ON THE DISH 

NETWORK #9415 & on over 60 local cable stations 

www.freespeech.org 1-888-550-FSTV 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW! 


Earthy First! 

i mi i "“*** 


2003 Action Calendar 


To order the 
Earth First! 
2003 Direct 
Action 

Calendar, send 
$10 to EF! 
Journal, POB 
3023, Tucson, 
AZ 85702. 


Featuring a review of recent ecodefense actions from around the world, 
historical notes, a menstrual calendar and dozens of great photos. 


ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT 



Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

Or return this coupon for a 
free sample issue 

- J 

Asheville Global Report 

P0 Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

| , tL 

Name: .. _____ 

Address: 

P T 




The- 'cAd Journal ha? an ope-nin^on ow cd'Aor'ial ooWocA \vo. 

It could be you... 

Ow ide-al editor will have, publishing. e-tpe-rie-nc-e-, pound? of 
pafi e-noe-, ooiv ipvfer fiferaz^, editing. Skills /FC\ 
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ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751 

smartMeme project 

2553 Bryant, San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 722-1846; smartmeme@riseup.net 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 

POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 

(808) 826-1711 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 

azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
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First! Directory 


(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 

(913) 461-8583 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cma@wildrockies.org 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 
V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

tworiversef@doityourself.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence, 

MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569; lgi@igc.org 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Lost Cause Collective 

POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 

(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 


MINNESOTA M 

Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, South St Paul, MN 55075 
(612) 362-3387 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 

wanderingaia@onebox.com 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/ St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF!/ Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7 777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 
croatanef@ziplip.com 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 285-0847; 

katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 




treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@ecologyfund.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee' Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

Wild Tennessee EF! 

WildTennessee@aol.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Blue Ridge EF! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 971-1553 

WASHINGTON 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 
Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 
shuksandirect@hotmail.com 
WISCONSIN 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATIONAL 

www.eco-action.org/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the “United Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. Fora list or for general 
news from the UK, contact: 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 321-9811; mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St, 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 12045 
Berlin, Germany 



manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International / EF! 
Nigeria 

20 Dawson Road, By Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234 52 25 45 29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers ( Five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 

Please send address changes to: 
EF! Journal, POB 3023 
Tucson, AZ 85702 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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ekindling the Campfire: 

Dialogues with Our Elders 


EF!f: Is there a tradition to your own sense of spirit? 

PM: I would call myself a mystic, which means I can span 
all religions and connect with all religions. The closest 
tradition would be Wiccan and/or Native American, the 
Good Red Road. 

EF!J: Does the phrase "Rednecks for Woo-woo" apply to you? 

PM: Certainly. Most definitely. I grew up in the West — 
I grew up identifying myself as a redneck. I was also a 
Catholic. Catholics are into woo-woo. The good pagan 
ones are, anyway. We have St. Francis of Assisi, after all. 

EF!J: How have you combined spirit and activism? Many would 
feel the two are exclusive. 

PM: I cannot do one without the other. All of my activism 
is infused with my spiritual path, and my spiritual path is 

infused with my activism. 

EF!J: In '95, I went to your 

Jf^***\ | chic cause and effect and how 

^ j we shape our destinies? 

^ I PM: I'm willing to take re- 
(fl(H«a( • 1 Sponsibllity for my part in 

t m\V5\\V everything I'm in. If I made 

r at Lee’s Ferry, early Summer 2002 it easy for the FBI, then I did. 
They're predators, that's what they do. Would I be angry at 
a rattlesnake if I stepped on it, and it bit me? It's better not 
to take a victim stance, because you can be more powerful 
that way. Taking responsibility for my own actions — i.e., 
not blaming anything or anyone — puts me in a position of 
power. If I blame someone, I give them the power. 

EF!J: How do you see (or hear) singing as a psychic or magical art? 

PM: Singing — sound — is vibration. It can be harmonious 
or discordant. It benefits the person who does it, and it 
benefits the person who hears it, if it is harmonious. If it's 
discordant, it may still be beneficial, but it has a different 
function. Harmonies are waves that vibrate or resonate 
with the highest self inside each person. Also, at times I 
don't want to be just uplifting — I want people to be jangled 
into new consciousness or awareness. 

Not only does sound vibrate within us, it vibrates in the 
planet, too. She hears it and responds as well. If we would 
just listen, we could learn from Her, from the creatures. 

Gnome Wolf Spirals is a poet, deep ecologist and anarcho- 
misanthrope ofleprechaun descent. He lives seven street crossings 
from the nearest lesbian coffee shop. ■ 


Wy f>3j t ( by Gnome Wolf Spirals 

b| j&tbw Well, here it is, a new dialogue 

with another Earth First! elder: our 
beloved Peg Millett — renowned, con- 
victed, celebrity sabotress of Arizona 5 
fame. This interview was her big chance to talk 
about the rest, and the best, of what she offers our move- 
ment — with no mention of powerlines, FBI agents or 
bald-headed co-defendants. Peg's gifts to us are as a singer, 
storyteller and spiritual activist of the highest caliber. Listen- 
ing to Peg is (almost) enough to restore my faith in the human 
spirit — at least those of us who deserve to exist. Besides, Peg's 
been known to say sweet things about me, too. 


PM: I couldn't see an\ l ' ' \ * 

spiritual pioneers in EF!. I V \ 

saw people who revered the 
natural world wl^io I^coultj J- 

defined sense of spirit, but 0 VWtt Thfl C 

there was an intrinsic value llw >111 11 liw N 

that everything had. beg Millett, Katie Lee and Bill Oli 

EF!J: How has spirituality in EF! evolved over the years? 
PM: Now it seems more intellectual or political. I did not 
think of myself as at all political when I first got involved. 
I came to EF! to find like-minded people who felt or wanted 
to be connected to the natural world. People who were 
doing things to draw attention to Her demise, to the 
disrespect and the disregard being displayed toward the 
Earth. Today, there seems to be more awareness of a larger 
politic — it seems much more human-oriented. It seems 
much more urban than it ever was before. 

There does seem to be more acceptance of magic and 
woo — although there still is a reluctance or shyness about it. 

When I was at the last rendezvous, the throbbing energy 
being evoked through the rituals at the rally was much 
different from my experiences or attempts to connect 
spiritually with the Earth. It was much wilder, less fo- 
cused — maybe it was because most of the people involved 
were before their Saturn return, I don't know. There was an 
edge of defiance in the sex magic and in the drumming. It 
felt like a reaction to what we deal with every day in the 
culture, instead of proactive energy. 


One swims in the sea of sound she commands." — Kate Millett 
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When one thinks like a 
mountain, one thinks also 
like the black bear, 
so that honey dribbles 
down your fur as you 

catch the bus to work. 


Ac collocation of readings, meditations, 
poems and glided fantasies, “Thinking. 
LAfae a Mountain helps us remember 
our deep connection with the 
&arth, reaSSeSS our patterns of 
consumption, rediscover our needs 
for intimacy and Support, and redefine 
our priorities for action. 

Thinking. Uijbe- a Mountain %10 



THINKING LIKE A 


MOUNT AIN 

i HHMMtm rm «m. * i Mi 

Towards a Council of All Beings 



JohnSeed JoannaMacy PatFleming ArneNaess 


PUCASC INdPUIfZC rOK A fU U- ME^OtANPIS^ CATAU>&. 
WOT PIP$T! JOURHA T, P05 3023 , TUCSON, AZ- 85702 




We Can’t Stop the War 
Without Yo 


2,500 march against war in Taos, New Mexico. 5,000 gather 
for peace in Brussels, Belgium. 5,000 protest in Zaragoza, 
Spain. 10,000 demonstrate in Athens, Greece. 10,000 in 
Portland, Oregon. 45,000 in Melbourne, Australia. 60,000 in 
San Francisco, California. 100,000 in Washington, DC, 
300,000 in London, England. 1 .5 million in Rome, Italy... 


Yet, the strength of the peace movement doesn’t only lie in 
numbers, it lies in you. Now you can link up quickly with 
rallies, protests, vigils, and other non-violent direct actions - 
plus get essential news, action alerts, resources and more all 
in one place. Got something to say about a war in Iraq? 

This is the place to find people to say it with you. 


www.united for peace.org 

a place of sanity in a time of madness 
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Underground 


You probably have noticed that most issues of the EF! Journal 
feature an eight-page center section called the "blank wall." It is an 
inexpensive outreach resource utilized by a broad spectrum of groups 
from Wild Rockies Earth First! to the GeneWise campaign against 
genetic engineering. The insert's production— from content to final 
layout is the responsibility of each group. 

This issue debuts Earth Firstl's action update. News from the 
Underground, discussed at the 2002 Round River Rendezvous. News 
from the Underground's monthly format will supplement the Journal's 
bimonthly schedule by providing timely updates on direct actions. 
There is some overlap of content in this issue. Next issue, we will 
return to our regular format. — EF!) Collective 
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The Radical E nvi ron m e n tal Journal 


artwork by Rose Johnson 


Earth Dreams Come True 
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Having read the Earth First! Journal 
since 1989, two themes have always 
shined through: biocentrism and di- 
rect action. Earth Firstlers respect all 
living beings and don't wait for insti- 
tutions — corporate, government or 
nonprofit — to end oppressive behav- 
ior. We love life and act on that love. 
Back then, I, and perhaps most Earth 
Firstlers, saw direct action as the means 
and big wilderness as the ends of Earth 
First! philosophy. 

Those notions remain, but the 
worldview has deepened. 

While humanity remains /\ 
the enemy of all living / A _ 

things on Earth, it is / //T ^ 

understood that k //, /'X U 

iV' / / A £ 

most human indi- 
viduals aren’t the 
problem. They are ! /tyf 
survivors. The great 
war on the Earth in- j \ 
eludes a war on j 
women, a war on the st\-- 
poor, on people of / \\ f/Cjr 

color and many oth- / \ 

ers. We are allies. /AgY 

And we are losing. 1 1 I 

The war on the \ 

Earth is not a metaphor. \ 

It's real and independent of 
our will to fight. It is daily. It is often 
final. It benefits a few thousand people 
fabulously. They must be stopped, in a 
manner that assures that no others can, 
or choose, to take their places. 

Our alliance must strengthen, our 
analysis deepen, our tactics become 
bolder still. That is what is happening in 
the pages that follow. That is why the 
Journal is so important. Similar material 
appears elsewhere but rarely with a 
biocentric analysis or the strategic or 
moral understanding that the Earth must 
come first. 

With fear in abeyance and clear eyes, 
a complete revolution is both an obvi- 
ous necessity and still in the world of 
dreams. The post-real world before us is 
a nightmare manifesting with accelerat- 
ing speed. We grieve and prepare our 
hearts to lose all that is dear. 


So the dreams mushroom. Some of the 
dreams I have heard lately: 

September, 2003: 200,000 people com- 
pletely shut down the WTO meeting in 
Cancun. Delegates were trapped inside 
the convention center for seven days 
until agreement was reached that the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas meeting 
in Miami in October would be canceled 
and the recent phase of North American 
Free Trade Agreement implementation 
would be immediately rolled back. 
February, 2004: The first Demo- 
cratic and Republican prima- 
'AV ries of the election year, 

A-. — / scheduled for New 


/\ \ Hampshire, could 

K \ cause more than 

V' half of the poll- 

ing stations were 
fj blockaded by 

\ ; angry citizens 

Yj chanting, "The 

lu vote is a lie!" 

They explained 
\ ' / / / | j to the world how 

voting in this sys- 
j|8F A ll tern paralyzes sov- 
I ereignty with an 

/ illusion of democ- 
• racy. Turnout in the 
November elections was 
11 percent. 

May 1, 2004: The Earth Liberation 
Army burst onto the scene by taking a 
multinational CEO hostage, demand- 
ing dissolution of his corporation's char- 
ter and disbursement of its assets as 
reparations for the war on the Earth. 

January 1, 2005: The Environmental 
War Crimes Tribunal was established in 
Europe, making transatlantic travel for 
US government and corporate authori- 
ties highly risky. 

July 4, 2005: Three million people 
descended on Washington, DC, and 
refused to leave. They completely shut 
down the Pentagon, White House, Con- 
gress, Supreme Court and CIA head- 
quarters indefinitely. 

What dreams have you had lately? 

— Tim 
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by Faith Walker 

Some green-veined white butterflies ( Pieris napi) have 
found the elixir of long life: sex. Females of this European 
species live longer and lilt more larval lullabies the more 
polyandrous they are. This is because males kindly impart 
their sperm in nutrient-rich packets called spermatophores, 
which some females depend on. If deprived of these inti- 
mate nuptial gifts, the butterflies die. Other females es- 
chew this seminal addiction, mating only once, but don't 
live as long. 

Whether females mate once or multiply is genetic, each 
coming from either a monogamous or polyandrous family. 
Given that the lives of butterflies missing the multiple 



mating genes flutter by without as many baby butterlings, 
there must be some advantages to relying on their own 
resources, not those of males. 

It turns out that polyandrous females are better at 
processing male gifties, thanks to a higher metabolic rate, 
which is disadvantageous during the frequent cold snaps 
in the Spring and late in the flight season. Singly mating 
females, with their slow metabolic rates, are better able to 
survive these spells and prosper later in the season when 
most of the males have died off. This, then, is a clear 
example of a genetic basis to different mating strategies 
and of environmental factors enabling them to co-exist. 



Been cold and wet this Winter? 


The Earth First! Journal, located in sunny Tucson, Arizona, has an opening for a new 
member of our editorial staff. It could be you. Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — working on a consensus basis with a tight five-person collective to publish a 
magazine essential to the radical environmental movement. Our new long-term editor 
ideally will have publishing experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, 
have pounds of patience, be computer literate, have excellent editing skills and have a 
sense of humor. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working 
individual is required! To apply, send your resume and a letter of interest to the Earth 
First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 


‘Dear Shit for Brains... Letters to the Editors 


Hey Guys and Gals, 

Maybe I'm just having a 
bad day, or maybe I really am 
just completely fed up. I am 
tired of reading in mainstream 
newspapers of the devastat- 
ing effects of global warming 
and pollution. I'm tired of 
reading about the plight of 
people in "Third World" na- 
tions being killed by multina- 
tionals from our country. 

But more than that, I am 
sick and fucking tired of read- 
ing about privileged Ameri- 
cans holding signs in the 
street, whining about being 
pepper sprayed. 

News flash, people: We 
are fucking losing! Our com- 
placency is allowing our 
government ' and multina- 
‘ tional corporations to com- 
mit genocide and ecocide 


wherever they please. Un- 
doubtedly, that is how the 
peasants and indigenous of 
other nations see it. 

If we didn’t want Occiden- 
tal invading U'wa land, then 
we could stop them. If we 
didn't want the police drag- 
ging and kicking our naked 
friends, we could stop them. 
If we truly didn't want 
Leonard Peltier in prison, if 
we don't want Mumia Abu- 
Jamal to be murdered, then 
we would go get them out. 

Instead, we allow ourselves 
and as a result, everyone else, 
to be pushed around and in- 
timidated. I really want to be- 
lieve that it is not because we 
are so very comfortable with 
our privileged and posh 
lifestyles! I would like to be- 
lieve it is because we are scared. 


Because we have a good rea- 
son to be scared of prison and 
even more so of violence. Hell, 
just ask anyone who grew up 
around gangs about violence, 
and you'll hear horror sto- 
ries. Revolution is a scary 
word, and it gets thrown 
around an awful lot. 

If we are truly committed 
to getting rid of fascist gov- 
ernments like ours and get- 
ting rid of evil corporations, 
it is going to take a lot more 
than signs and protests. 

It is not just a matter of us 
living free. It is a matter of 
stopping our military from 
bombing poor people. It is a 
matter of stopping Unocal from 
shooting people in Burma. 

You can sit back and not 
care. You can go and hold a 
sign. But please don't whine 


about getting pepper sprayed 
or shot with rubber bullets — 
it hurts, I know — but you 
could fight back. 

Please, people, let's stop be- 
ing victims. It is time to fight 
back, pick up a rock, pick up 
a lighter or pick up a gun. 

I'm gonna get in trouble for 
saying that, but the truth 
needs to be spoken. 

I'm sure a lot of people will 
be pissed about this letter. At 
least you can still get angry 
about something. 

Enough is enough, 

— Free 

Disclaimer: I would never 
encourage or advocate crimi- 
nal activity, even if it is the 
most effective means. This is 
simply my opinion. Make up 
your own minds. 

continued on page 44 
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by Mac Lojowsky 


Less than five months after the 1999 World Trade 
Organization protests in Seattle, I took a large suitcase of old 
Chinese poetry and a small backpack of clothes to a wild island 
in the North Pacific Ocean. Through the Summer and Fall of 
2000, 1 worked as a back country ranger at Alaska's most remote 
state park, Shuyak Island. 

Shuyak Island is a flat, 10-square-mile island of dense 
foliage, located in the extreme northern corner of the 
Kodiak archipelago. It sits due east of Katmai National Park, 
bordered on either side by the waters of the Shelikof Strait 
and the North Pacific Ocean. The closest telephone or 
newspaper is some 75 nautical miles away on Kodiak Island. 
Winters are long, dark and gray, while the Summers are 
brief, bright, green and choked with salmon. Aside from 
otters, the island's most prolific mammals are brown bears. 

Given Shuyak's dense cover of old-growth spruce forests, 
aerial attempts to calculate the island's brown bear 
population have failed. Due to the dense groundcover 
provided by alder, devil's club, pushkey and blueberry, 
nobody has counted the bears by walking. Not even the 
head ranger, who has lived on the island year-round for the 
last 11 years. 

This is a true story about one uncounted brown bear 
named Pete. His roaming area included the state park's two 
cabin basecamp, the main cross-island trail and one public- 
use cabin, Mulchay View. Next to eating Twin Creek's coho 
salmon, Pete's favorite pursuit was sustaining a one-bear 
campaign of civil unrest. 

My first week of work on the island was spent rebuilding 
Mulchay View's outhouse, which Pete had pushed over the 
previous Spring. But his history of unrest stretched much 
further back. 


Pete, 

the 

Revolutionary 
Bear 

Pete's first reported act of defiance began seven years 
prior, when he spent the night curled up in front of 
Mulchay View's only door while eight kayakers from Los 
Angeles, California, spent a terrified and sleepless night 
inside the cabin clutching their cellular phones. Pete 
taught them a hard lesson that night — there are still some 
places where you can't get cell phone service. Even if you 
could, it wouldn't matter. 

When the sun rose the next morning, Pete stretched, 
groaned and wandered off to Twin Creek. The kayakers 
radioed in a plane from Homer and cut their week-long trip 
short by five days. 

The next time Pete showed up was the following Fall, 
during deer hunting season. A group of hunters staying at 
Mulchay View had just brought down a huge buck, and 
they had strung it up in an old spruce tree. Since the 
salmon had all gone home, Pete ignored the shouts and 
rifles of the hunters, climbed up that tree and shook the 
carcass loose. 

As he began to eat, one of the hunters hit him in the 
hind leg with a 30.06 bullet. Well, this pissed Pete off to 
no end. He turned and charged 'em. The men high-tailed 
it inside the cabin, and Pete smashed down the door. He 
then went back and finished eating almost all of the 200- 
pound buck. The men left him alone, and never returned 
to Shuyak Island. In the cabin's logbook, the men reported 
only this: "Watch out for that son-of-a-bitch Peterbilt 
truck of a bear." 

Soon after, Pete stepped up the heat. When he wasn't 
walking Twin Creek or napping in the sun, Pete would 
regularly chew on the cabin's deck, tear off pieces of siding 
and push the outhouse over. He continued to taunt the 
cabin guests, sometimes just scraping his nails on the front 
door, sometimes sleeping on the cabin's trail to the water 
spring. Understand, Pete wasn't looking for food — there 
was plenty to be found in the steams and forest — Pete had 
a purpose. 

On the park’s main trail, Pete enjoyed tearing down the 
trail signs and markers. Every time I would replace a sign, 
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Pete would tear it down again and add more teeth marks. 
He punched holes through more than one kayak, chewed 
up plenty of life preservers and also smashed a few 
unattended cameras. During his long life as the Big Bay 
resident bear, Pete never harmed a single person. Sure, lots 
of people got lost on the trail, he even bluff-charged some 
unfortunate folks, but the meanest he ever got was with 
that group of hunters who shot him. From what I gather, 
Pete's platform was strictly property damage and subtle 
psychological warfare. In his home of giant spruce forests 
and shrieking eagles, Pete didn't like humans, their gadgets 
or their guns, and he let it be known. 

Last year, I received a letter from the head Shuyak ranger. 
It was just a few lines long: 

"Pete was killed in August at Mulchay View by a man 
from Wyoming who claimed 'defense of life and property.' 
The Department of Wildlife has closed the case." 

I never received any more information than that, but I 
know that nobody's life was ever in any danger. I figure 
that Pete was probably staging another sit-in on the cabin's 
deck and that man had had enough of smelly longhairs 
interfering with his American life. 

After a long and well-fed life, Pete passed on to walk in 
the salmon streams of the Gods, but not without leaving a 
few true lessons for today's Movement. 

Number one, if you don't like something, take action. 
Block the way; bust down the door; close the road. Let it be 
known what's going on. 

Number two, it is wise to diversify targets. In other 
words, be wary of striking the same place twice, especially 
if those on the other side are armed. Remember Mexico 
City in 1968, Kent State in 1970 and Italy in 2000. Lessons 
learned: Never trust anyone holding a gun; our rights exist 
only on paper; the government's right exists in might. This 
is a very real game to them, and it must be to us also. 


Number three, don't hurt anyone. It is ineffective as a 
method of protest when we are also trying to stand on the 
moral high ground. As Pete did, we must remember it is a 
system we are battling, not necessarily its soldiers and 
never its victims. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed in absolute 
nonviolence — if someone hits you, you hug them in return. 
Ramona Africa, a member of Philadelphia's MOVE 
organization, believes that if you let someone hit you and 
do nothing in return, you are allowing violence to occur. 
Nonviolence is a wide, gray area, so stick to property 
damage. A hole in the wall, a busted window or a burnt up 
limousine feels no pain. And the message is a lot louder 
than a punch. 

Pete also had some lessons to teach that had very little to 
do with politics or revolution. Every revolutionary first 
needs to find enough food to eat, a place to sleep and 
occasionally another bear to lay down with. Rest is 
important in order to sustain the unrest. 

Find a new path to the old stream where the fish swim. 
Figure out where the fresh berries grow and when they are 
best for picking. Locate a good tree to scratch your itches 
upon and shelter you from the storms. Love and live what 
you are fighting for. Pete never asked to be a political 
martyr; all he ever wanted was some peace. 

Maybe Pete's most important lesson is this: If it is a battle 
you are fighting, there will be a winner and there will be a 
loser. If it is a love you are living, there really is no battle 
and there is no defeat. There is no agenda, no petition, no 
election. There is only here and now, forever. 

Mac Lojowsy recently completed a full-length book of poetry 
entitled The Post Apocalypse Blues... an exile in America. 
He currently hides out in California's Sespe Mountains dis- 
guised as a house carpenter. 
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Untold Tales of the Other Sheep Farmer 


by Puck 

One drizzly day in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, I came upon an intersection 
completely flooded with people. In 
the middle of the street, a large van 
was booming with techno music, and 
a man with a graying handlebar mus- 
tache stood on top of the mobile 
sound system. He was passing out 
samples of cheese to the cheering and 
frenzied mob. 

This man was Jose Bove, the date 
was November 29, 1999, and the oc- 
casion was the World Trade Organi- 
zation ministerial summit. Bove 
is now almost synonymous with 
the direct action movement 
against genetically engineered 
(GE) crops. He is known world- 
wide as the sheep-farming, self- 
professed anarcho-syndicalist 
founder of the small farmers' 
union, Confederation Paysanne, 
and media darling of the anti- 
globalization movement. In Au- 
gust 1999, he made headlines 
worldwide after he helped to dis- 
mantle a McDonald's restaurant 
in Millau, France. 

But, the mass media's focus on 
stars — especially in leaderless 
movements — distorts reality and 
writes some people right out of 
official historical accounts. 

One such person is Rene 
Riesel, who, along with Bove, 
has been destroying GE crops in 
France since 1997. Riesel's story 
is fascinating. He is a former 
member of the Situationist In- 
ternational. At the age of 17, Riesel 
was one of the "Enrages," a small 
group that helped to stage the May 
1968 mass uprising in Paris, France. 
As part of the protests, students and 
10 million workers went on strike — 
occupying universities and 122 fac- 
tories — and demanded everything 
from better working conditions and 
self-management to "total libera- 
tion." In 1973, Riesel moved to the 
Pyrenees and became a sheep breeder. 
Then in 1995, he reappeared on the 
public scene as the national secre- 
tary of the Confederation Paysanne. 


Riesel, an outspoken critic of "in- 
dustrialism and the technological sys- 
tem," has also pointed out that the 
modern farmer's way of life is not 
really sustainable. According to Riesel, 
"There are no more farmers in France, 
only agricultural workers who are more 
or less integrated— whether they ad- 
mit it or not — into a segment of agro- 
industrial production." 

In January 1998, Riesel and Bove — 
along with 100 farmers from the 
Confederation — stormed a warehouse 
in Nerac that was stocked full of GE 
maize. They doused the seeds with 


water, rendering them unusable. Both 
were sentenced to eight months in 
prison for their actions. 

Riesel was critical of how many 
groups who opposed genetic engi- 
neering were bargaining with the 
government to establish new regula- 
tions for GE crops. In March 1999, he 
became fed up with these tendencies 
within the Confederation to, as he put 
it, "merge farmers into an apparatus 
in which they become agents of the 
state and managers of the techno- 
commodity system" rather than to 
criticize industrialism, the myth of 


scientific progressivism and the con- 
tinuing artificialization of life. Riesel 
left the organization. 

In September 1998, Riesel crashed 
an "open house" promotional event 
held at a Monsanto experimental sta- 
tion near Monbequi, France. He was 
fined $150,000 for destroying GE soy, 
maize and rape seed. 

While on the road with an "inter- 
continental caravan" opposing GE 
crops, Riesel, Bove and others broke 
into a greenhouse at CIRAD, a state 
research institute, on June 5, 1999. 
They tore up, trampled and burned all 
the GE rice plants inside. Com- 
puter equipment and other elec- 
tronics were damaged with glue. 

Several incidents of clandestine 
sabotage targeting GE crops fol- 
lowed the CIRAD action; these 
attacks represented the growing 
movement of anti-GE activists who 
prefer direct action to reformism. 

Riesel and Bove currently face 
prison sentences of up to 14 
months (see EF!J fanuuary-Feb- 
ruary 2003) and restitution of 
$32,000 each from both the di- 
rect actions at Nerac and the 
CIRAD research station. Their 
next court date is scheduled for 
February 26. 

Confederation Paysanne and 
other Left groups responded by 
appealing to President Jacques 
Chirac to pardon Bove and 
Riesel. Riesel expressed outrage 
and indignation at the notion 
that he would be "so lacking in 
firmness as to ask for any kind 
of pardon" from Chirac. 

Riesel has remained consistent and 
uncompromising in the struggle 
against genetic engineering and the 
"ruin of nature." Riesel is not sup- 
ported by a trade union like Bove, and 
his case has received far less media 
attention. He especially deserves the 
support of all Earth activists. 

For more information, contact the 
Rene Riesel Support Committee: 3 rue 
Xaintrailles, 75013 Paris, France; 
soutien.riesel@tiscali.fr. 

Puck was a sheep herder before she came 
to work for the EF! Journal. 
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Living the Truth: 

4-U 


An Interview with Rod Coronado 



Aboard the Sea Shepherd in 1989 


potential for em- 
powered action. 

EF!J: There comes 
a point in a child's 
life when they real- 
ize that injustice ex- 
ists. How would you 
describe your child- 
hood, and when did 
you first become 
aware that injustice 
exists in the world? 

RC: I grew up in a 
loving, working- 
class family, and my 
mother's love and 
strength always 


came through in her teachings. My 
childhood was first shattered when I 
was 12 and saw a documentary on the 
Canadian harp seal slaughter. Never 
could I have imagined there existed 
such barbarity in the world. 

EFIJ: When did you realize that you 
could make a difference? 

RC: In the same film, I saw Paul Watson 
physically interfere with the killing, and 
I knew that I wanted to do the same 
thing. It's only logical, right? That's 
when I learned what direct action in 
defense of the Earth was. I had read 
about it in Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee by Dee Brown. My mom told me 
about the story with the reminder that 
continued on page 58 


by Sprig 

Rod Coronado is a Pascua Yaqui war- 
rior who has spent the last 18 years 
fighting for environmental justice. In 
1 985 , at the age of 1 9, he j oined the crew 
of the indomitable Sea Shepherd. The 
next year, Coronado and fellow crew 
member David Howitt sunk two illegal 
whaling ships off the coast of Iceland. 
Later that year, from the bow of the Sea 
Shepherd he began writing about his 
direct action experiences for the Earth 
First! journal. Coronado is also an expe- 
rienced hunt saboteur on land, defend- 
ing bighorn sheep, desert pronghorn 
and other threatened species. 

Coronado has utilized his skills to 
infiltrate fur farms and document their 
abuses. He acted as a media spokesper- 
son for the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) during Operation Bite Back, a 
series of fur farm raids in 1991-1992, 
which caused more than one million 
dollars in property damage. He lived 
underground for three years, while he 
was sought by authorities for a 1992 
arson at Michigan State University's 
(MSU) mink research facilities. 

On September 27, 1994, Coronado 
was arrested for the MSU arson by fed- 
eral law enforcement officials on the 
Pascua Yaqui Reservation near Tucson, 
Arizona. Despite facing intense pressure 
from the US government to reveal how 
the ALF is funded, 

Coronado refused to 
talk to authorities. 

He served a four-year 
prison sentence and 
continued to fight 
from inside. 

Coronado 
re-emerged from 
prison with that 
same strength of 
spirit that originally 
led him to move be- 
yond the rhetoric of 
direct action and to 
fully embody it. This 
consistency is rare 
. among us, high- 
lighting everyone's 


Onl 

belk 


when we 


Detieve in our own 
power more than 
thatofourenemies 
will we rediscover 
the Icind of power 
the Earth has 
available to us as 


warriors. 
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by El Pico and Magpie 

Most Earth Firstlers in the US were either there or wish 
they had been there: Seattle, Washington, on November 
30, 1999. The international meeting of an unelected world 
government of, by and for the corporate thieves was 
denied that day. The meetings were shut down. The presi- 
dent flew into a US city under martial law. The talks inside 
broke down just like so many corporate windows outside. 
And in the aftermath, activists had more lawsuits in their 
favor than convictions against them. A milestone, if not a 
new movement was declared, and thousands were 
radicalized. It is time to do it again. 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an interna- 
tional organization run by the most powerful nation- 
states and corporations. It seeks to overrun national and 
local sovereignty through treaties that declare that health, 
safety, environmental and social laws are "unfair barriers 
to trade." The WTO is anti-worker and a champion of 
biopiracy, genetically modified organisms, the patenting 
of life, the privatization of social services and the exploi- 
tation of the commons. 

Fearing a repeat in 2001, the WTO found itself 
searching for a willing host city for its biannual 
ministerial and finally settled on its only offer: 

Doha, Qatar, an Arabian dictatorship, a rich oil 
family with a flag. Impossible to protest there, 
the solidarity protests around the world are 
little remembered. Give round two to the bad 
guys. The tiebreaker is this September 10-15, 
when the WTO meets in Cancun, Mexico, and 
the early odds favor the people. 

Manifestation en Mexico 

Mexico is a natural international focal point 
for the struggle between neoliberal globaliza- 
tion and participatory democracy. It has more 
free trade agreements than any other country 
and an active revolution just a half-day's drive 
from the planned ministerial. The Zapatistas just 
celebrated their ninth anniversary with 25,000 
people in the streets of San Cristobal de Las Casas, 

Chiapas. Their armed insurrection began January 
1, 1994, the day that the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) first took hold in Mexico. 

The second phase of NAFTA implemen- 
tation began this January 1. Mexican 
peasants are now forced to compete 
individually against US industrial 
agriculture and its multi-billion 
dollar subsidies from the 
Bush administration. This is 
a life-and-death struggle for 
campesinos, and they have 
already responded by smash- 
ing their way into Congress 
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on horseback, with border blockades, a hunger strike and by 
organizing with sympathetic unions. 

Other trade agreements and neoliberal implementation, 
like the Free Trade Area of the Americas and Plan Puebla 
Panama, have faced intense protest by Mexicans in the last 
several years (see EF!/ January-February 2003). 

Organization Mundial Commercial 

During the next round of WTO meetings, the powerful 
seek to make all of this worse for the common people. For 
example, governments participating in the WTO must 
allow cheap commodities to enter domestic markets even 
though they undercut local farmers and small business 
owners. The large subsidies granted to US farmers make US 
seed corn cheaper in Mexico than Mexican seed corn. 
Rights established by the WTO for transgenic seed corpo- 
rations contradict United Nations policies that supposedly 
protect the integrity of indigenous seed corn. Genetically 
engineered crops are currently banned from Mexico. WTO 
regulations, however, jeopardize Mexico's ability to con- 
tinue this protection. Meanwhile, genetically modified 
corn pollen has somehow dispersed throughout Mexico, 
the birthplace of corn. 

The WTO Cancun ministerial summit could also 
determine the fate of forests and the viability of 
alternative forest practices both in Mexico and 
worldwide. Similarly, NAFTA allowed 15 US 
logging firms into Mexico in the first 18 months 
after its implementation. Logging by these mul- 
tinational corporations is rapidly destroying 
Mexico's biologically diverse forests in places like 
the Lancandon in Chiapas and the Chimalapas in 
Oaxaca. Campesinos who have resisted the destruction 
of their forests and rivers have faced extreme political 
persecution and even assassination. In southern Mexico, a 
strong sustainable forestry movement is countering the 
destructive WTO free trade model of logging with efforts at 
eco-labeling. The WTO will be deciding how these 
alternative movements im- 
pact trade. 

Also being reviewed in 
WTO Cancun is trade re- 
lated intellectual prop- 
erty rights (TRIPS), the 
agreement that allows 
corporations to patent 
living beings as "ge- 
netic resources." 
TRIPS agree- 
ments have also 
denied coun- 
tries like Brazil 
and South Af- 
rica access to es- 
sential drugs to 
fight AIDS. 






Mexicans Don't Think So 


Action por la Gente 

The good news is that the planning in Mexico to stop the 
WTO is even further along than it was in Seattle. In 
November, more than 200 activists from around the world 
met in Mexico City, with the large majority coming from 
throughout Mexico. Groups that represent a wide diversity 
of agendas and tactics reached consensus that the WTO 
Cancun ministerial summit must be derailed. There are 
plans to make this happen on numerous levels. 

The scenario from an action viewpoint is positively 
thrilling. The Cancun Convention Center, where the meet- 
ings will take place, is a rather small, three-story building 
in the middle of a 15-mile-long strip of island in the 
Caribbean. There are only two small bridges from the 
mainland. The airport is on the mainland and accessed by 


a single three-mile, two-lane highway thickly forested on 
either side. The island contains more than 100 hotels, 
nearly all catering to wealthy internationals. But the main- 
land houses all of the staff, janitors, waiters, maids, drivers, 
etc. There is reason to believe that many of these employ- 
ees will be instrumental in the resistance. 

Closing off the island would require only several thou- 
sand mildly energetic protestors. If the government chooses 
to close the island, who will cook the food and clean the 
toilets? How will they get delegates from the airport? And 
what about the customers for all the other hotels? How 
much force would President Vicente Fox dare to employ in 
the face of his sinking popularity ratings and with the 
world's press ready to reduce Mexico from rising "demo- 
cratic" nation to repressive banana republic? If the meet- 
ing is moved to another location at the last minute, it is 
already an admission of defeat. 


La Solidaridad 

It is clear that on the issue of police repression, numerous 
activists from outside Mexico will surely be needed. It is 
always easier for authorities to beat up their own people 
than folks from powerful nations around the world. Mexi- 
can activists at the Mexico City meeting made the request 
that foreign organizers begin to mobilize for mass resis- 
tance and come to Cancun. 

It will be difficult for South and Central American activists 
though. The southern border of Mexico has tightened con- 
siderably in the last several years. This is due to pressure from 
the US to stop immigration from Central American nations 
by stopping people before they get to Mexico. No doubt 
activists from outside the Americas will attend, but the cost of 
plane fare will prohibit many. 

This creates an important role for 
North American activists. A call has 
been made, and solidarity is in order. 
The energy for and destruction wrought 
by the WTO emanates foremost from 
the US. Latin American freedom has 
been repeatedly smashed by US imperi- 
alism for more than a century. Failure to 
respond with sizeable numbers is an- 
other retreat to privilege. 

For many people from the US, 
Cancun is no further than a cross- 
country trip in the US. Driving and 
buses are both fairly easy. It is "off- 
season" in Cancun in September, and 
very cheap airline tickets may be avail- 
able. Tourist visas are readily granted 
for 90 days at the border. Passports are 
not required but will make things easier. 
Apply now. Food and hotels are afford- 
able. If possible, plan on arriving weeks 
early to help with organizing. 

"Caravans" that are clearly oriented 
as activist in nature will probably expe- 
rience problems. Recently, a truck full of supplies destined 
for Chiapas, was refused entry. Nonetheless, activist com- 
munities must organize for large groups to travel south. 
The only trick will be to disperse as "tourists" while 
crossing the border. Churches, community groups, soli- 
darity networks and collectives need to start organizing for 
this action now. 

There is no reason to believe that WTO Cancun will be 
any less important than Seattle. In fact, the current inter- 
national climate and the state of politics in Latin America 
suggest it could be far more important. Almost no one who 
was in Seattle on November 30, 1999, would have missed 
it for anything. Many activists rue the decision that kept 
them from going. Don't miss Cancun! If the call is an- 
swered widely, the rich can be stopped by the organized. 

El Pico and Magpie have each recently traveled in Mexico and 
plan to return for WTO Cancun. 

March-April 2003 Earth First! Page 9 



The Cancun Convention Center without the 100,000 people surrounding it 



Like the Weather 


has been predicted by climate modeling and verified 
by observation. 

It is remarkable that such widespread change could be 
identified so quickly with temperatures having risen only 
one-tenth of what is possible this century. But is the 
magnitude of these changes, several days or miles, cause 
for alarm? 

Species, of course, do not exist in isolation or in random 
mixes within a community. The results of these studies 
show that range and timing changes happen differentially 
across species in the same communities. Ecosystems can- 
not move as a block. What happens if eggs hatch when 
food for the young is not yet available? What happens 
when the birds that eat spruce budworms move north 
faster than the worms? Or to the trees those worms can kill 
in the absence of predators? 

The move toward the poles is not free of natural and 
human barriers. Can the red tree vole make it across the 
Columbia River? What happens when the range of the 
silver spotted skipper butterfly reaches the northern edge 
of the British Isles, as it will soon do? Compounding this 
problem is the fact that much of the world's biodiversity 
clings to life in designated reserves, parks and refuges. The 
areas outside these reserves are often degraded habitat, and 
the park borders are not moving nortu. 

The Signs are Everywhere 

Most people have heard of the unprecedented rate of 
melting of polar ice caps and high elevation glaciers, 
including the complete obliteration of the 1 2,000-year-old 

Larsen B ice shelf last year. 
But in 2002, the second hot- 
test year in the last 1,000 
(the record was in 1998), sci- 
entists also discovered that 
the sky is rising. The lowest 
layer of the atmosphere, the 
troposphere, has grown two to four percent in thickness in 
the last several decades. Global climate change is the 
suspected cause. The effects are anybody's guess, but the 
troposphere is where weather is generated. Some speculate 
that a bigger troposphere may mean bigger storms. 

The insurance industry is convinced that this is already 
happening. In the last decade, claims for storm-related 
damages set records, and the industry predicts that hu- 
man-induced global climate change could soon cause as 
much as $150 billion in damages per year. 

It is costing more than just cash in Southern Africa, now 
amidst one of its worst droughts in decades. Rain has come 
at unusual times, strange Summer frosts have killed crops, 
and unprecedented hailstorms have wiped out what was 
left. Forty million people are now either receiving food aid 
or facing starvation, and some scientists are calling these 
people "the first victims of global climate change." In 


Dead Iraqis and burning oil wells: the US “victory" in '91 

by Tim Ream 

For several decades, scientists have warned that vast 
commercial production of carbon dioxide and other 
waste gases would heat up the planet and could bring 
catastrophic consequences. The Earth has warmed about 
one degree Fahrenheit from pre-industrial temperatures, 
and an increase of as much as 1 1 degrees is possible, with 
a minimum two-and-one-half degree increase this cen- 
tury. The oceans are the warmest they have been in 
1,000 years, and the current level of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere is probably the highest it has been in 20 
million years. In January, 
the British journal Nature 
published two major reports 
showing for the first time 
that climate change has be- 
gun to have widespread im- 
pacts on numerous species. 


“Everybody’s doing something to the weather, 
but nobody is talking about it.” 

— Storm Waters with Apologies to Mark Twain 


Humans Were the Last to Know 

Together, these reports examined more than 1,000 spe- 
cies from around the world looking over several decades. In 
one analysis, clear changes in the timing of Spring events, 
such as flowering and migration, were found. The average 
shift was more than five days earlier per decade of warming 
for invertebrates, birds, amphibians and most plants; more 
than three days per decade earlier for trees. There were also 
extreme cases: the North American common murre laid its 
eggs 24 days earlier per decade of warming studied. 

The second study found habitat ranges shifting closer 
to the North and South poles. The average shift was 
nearly four miles per decade of warming, though some 
butterflies have already shifted more than 120 miles and 
some ocean species hundreds more. Greater shifts in 
range were seen closer to the poles where faster warming 
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January a study published in Science claimed that we can 
expect global events like the melting of the West Antarctic 
ice sheet and the reversal of major ocean currents, possibly 
as soon as the next 30 years. 

Political Eyes Remain Closed 

One might expect that dire circumstances predicted by 
such divergent analysts would act as a catalyst for a great 
deal of social change. No way. The producers of green- 
house gases and the governments that supposedly control 
them are doing little. 

Last Summer, the Bush administration presented a re- 
port to the United Nations on global climate change that 
announced that the US will focus on mitigation of effects 
rather than prevention of 
causes. It even admitted that 
the world would be losing a few 
ecosystems: the total demise of 
coastal barrier islands and Rocky 
Mountain meadows were spe- 
cifically acknowledged by 
name. Bush's only plans are for 
voluntary controls by the 
manufacturing sector and hy- 
drogen car research. 

It is little better elsewhere. Last 
year, the European Union, 

Canada and Japan ratified the 
1997 Kyoto treaty. For the treaty 
finally to go into effect, Russia is 
still needed. Signatory nations 
would be required to reduce 
emissions up to seven percent 
below 1990 levels before 2012, 
but Russia recently indicated 
that it is in no rush to ratify. 

Even with full implementation, 
greenhouse gases would still ac- 
cumulate, albeit more slowly. 

The US did reduce its green- 
house emissions in 2002 but 
not through energy conserva- 
tion or any other mitigation 
strategy. Rather, it was the de- 
cline in economic activity that 
led to the reduction. 

This points to the heart of the 
problem. We are not going to 
stop global climate change as long as there is a global fossil 
fuel economy. All the oil that gets pumped gets burned, 
likewise coal and natural gas. While these fuels cannot last 
forever, they have a good while to go. The rate of oil 
production could peak as early as 2020, but analysts agree 
that less than half of the proven reserves have been burned. 
Even more coal and natural gas remain. 

Few Heed Earth's Call to Act 

What has the radical environmental community been 
doing on the issue? Actions about climate change have been 
few and far between. Since radical Earth activists Free and 
Critter burned a few SUVs to challenge global warming in 


2000, there have been increasing attacks on gas-guzzlers. 
From San Francisco, California, to Richmond, Virginia, using 
fire, glass etching, doggy poo, paint, stickers and mock 
tickets, SUVs are getting a bad name. Thanks to a new set of 
public interest commercials, even television will now tell you 
that driving an SUV means "you are with the terrorists." 

Other past actions involved the environmental organi- 
zation Rising Tide, which occupied the offices of pipeline 
consultants in the United Kingdom. A couple of years ago 
activists at a climate conference in The Hague, The Neth- 
erlands, sandbagged meetings to draw attention to rising 
sea levels. 

Global climate change is somewhat abstract and can be 
difficult to understand, but it is tied to so many other 

issues. The Ogoni people of 
coastal Nigeria have had their 
lives destroyed by oil drilling. 
Alaskan North Slope drilling 
hasn't made millionaires of the 
Natives of those lands. Few 
women sit on the boards of 
directors of the oil monopo- 
lies or work on the oilrigs and 
in the mines. The black gold 
enriches the few and leaves 
the whole Earth worse off. 

If the planet heats up an- 
other 10 degrees, the results 
will be catastrophic for species, 
the global South and the poor. 
In fact, it seems increasingly 
clear that the only complete 
solution to global climate 
change is to bring down the 
whole patriarchal, racist and 
industrial capitalist system. 

Of course, that is just what 
many radical Earth activists 
are trying to do. Acting to stop 
| global climate change may, in 
| part, be a question of how we 
| view our own actions. Radical 
feminists undermine domina- 
tion assumptions of the cor- 
■S porate good oT boys. Pipeline 
actions to protect Native sov- 
ereignty also protect the cli- 
mate. Roadblocks attack 
fossil-fuel transport. Peace activists oppose the oil wars. 
Anti-authoritarian and anti-capitalist actions threaten the 
fossil-fuel economy. 

By tying our current actions together through the global 
climate issue we can create solidarity and strengthen our 
actions. It is important to try and address climate change 
in our current campaigns. This will help to build energy for 
actions specific to the climate issue. It is increasingly clear 
that we may be the last generation to have the chance to 
make this difference. We are not going to like the weather, 
so we better get ready to do something about it. 

The human population on the planet has more than doubled 
since Tim Ream was bom. 



Pihata practice at an NYC critical mass bike ride 
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Life or Oil? 

The Sarayacu’s Struggle against ChevronTexaco 


by Jade 

Beneath fairy tale pictures of Ecuador's vibrant, sweeping 
mountains, thundering waterfalls and unique wildlife, one 
might be surprised to find a gruesome tale. A tale that tells 
the story of greedy corporate hands; hands that strip away 
the natural resources that the indigenous people depend 
upon for survival. Faceless corporations that pillage the once 
beautiful landscape then return to the US, leaving pools of 
toxic sludge and cancer in their wake. This is a tale that 
ChevronTexaco does its best to keep hidden: the story of a 
people's fight to save their land, their culture and their very 
lives. For the people of Sarayacu, living happily ever after 
seems far out of reach. 

The Kichwa community of Sarayacu 
is comprised of 1,500 indigenous 
people living within the Amazonian 
jungle in the eastern Ecuador province 
of Pastaza. They are no strangers to the 
threat of multinational corporations 
moving in to steal oil, and now they 
are once again under threat. 

Likewise, ChevronTexaco is no 
stranger to Ecuador's Amazon region. 

More than three decades ago, the com- 
pany extracted more than one billion 
barrels of oil. ChevronTexaco's origi- 
nal Ecuadorian operations resulted in 
environmental devastation, leaving be- 
hind 350 poisonous open pools, more 
than two million acres of pristine 
rainforest destroyed and three indig- 
enous cultures on the verge of falling 
apart. In order to cut 
costs by three dol- 
lars a barrel, it 
dumped 20 billion 
gallons of toxic 
waste into rivers 
and wetlands. In 
some villages near 
polluted water 
sources, cancer rates 
skyrocketed to 
1,000 times higher than the historical norm. 

Then in 1996, the Ecuadorian government and Compama 
General de Combustible de Argentina (CGC) signed a con- 
tract that allowed for oil exploration within the 494,210 
acres of rainforest of "Block 23." They failed to ask 
permission or even consult with the Sarayacu commu- 
nity, who had the largest number of inhabitants and 
territory at stake. ChevronTexaco joined forces with CGC 
in 1999 with CGC appointed as the "operator," doing all 


the dirty work while the two shared the costs and profits. 
The companies have now returned for another round of 
terror, murder and destruction. 

This time, CGC and ChevronTexaco intend to search 
the area for oil by detonating thousands of pounds of 
buried explosives one after another in straight lines 
going directly into Sarayacu territory. Whether or not 
the companies find any oil, they will have already 
destroyed countless acres of irreplaceable habitat. Deto- 
nating explosives day in and day out will not only 
damage the immediate surroundings, but it will effect 
the rainforest as a whole, ripping up the Earth, causing 
noise pollution and killing all sorts of wildlife. The 
indigenous people who depend on 
hunting as a mainstay of their food 
supply will also be drastically af- 
fected. This procedure is destructive 
and invasive to the ecosystem and 
all life that finds a home in the 
Amazon region. 

From the beginning, the project 
has been one full of deceit, scandal 
and bribery. The first strategy was to 
"§. divide and conquer and to pit elected 
| leaders against the people they were 
» representing. Little did CGC and 
| ChevronTexaco know, the Sarayacu 
| people weren't going to let go of 
I their homeland without a fight. 
“ Community members and leaders 
| would maintain their stance against 
| the oil giants at all costs, even women 
with babies at their breasts. 

However, CGC 
and Chevron-Texa- 
co persevered. The 
corporations of- 
fered money, out- 
board motors and 
computers. They 
convinced psuedo- 
leaders to speak on 
— Franco Viteri, president oe Sarayacu local TV and radio 

stations, while 
spouting lies about how the communities involved had 
agreed to the operations of the oil companies. Still, the 
people of Sarayacu resisted. 

It wasn't until November 21, however, that the real 
promise breaking began. A CGC and ChevronTexaco rep- 
resentative eased the minds of those in Sarayacu by agree- 
ing that the companies would keep their seismic activities 
within the territories belonging to the communities who 
had consented to exploration. 



“We demand recognition of the Kichwa people’s autonomy and 
territorial junsdiction. Nacimoslibresy vivimosfelices. Lucharemos 
como f ieras y no terminaremos como esclavos. We were born free 
and we have lived happily. We will fight lilce tigers. We will not end 
up as slaves. 
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by Turquoise 

Green energy: the Holy 
Grail of environmentalism, 
the free lunch, a perpetual 
motion machine. In other 
words, impossible. First it 
was the "peaceful atom" of 
nuclear power. Then they 
said hydro was clean (all 
you had to do was ignore 
river ecosystems). Wind 
power kills tens of thou- 
sands of birds every year. 

And geothermal? Take a 
look at Medicine Lake in 
northeastern California. 

Before it was a lake, it 
was a volcano. Maybe is 
still an active volcano; time 
will tell. This is a special 
place with a special kind of 
energy, literally. The clues 
are all around: lava tubes, 
obsidian flows and large 
craters. The skin that sepa- 
rates sky above and fire 
beneath is thin here — the 
molten core of Mama Earth 
is just below the surface. 

What should people do 
with so much energy so 
near by? The native folk do 
ceremony. Modoc and Pitt 
River Tribes know Medicine Lake as their place of origin. 
Klamath, Shasta, Karuk, Wintu and other people practice 
and heal here as they have for at least 10,000 years. Despite 
the prevalent recreational use of the area, large roadless 
places and rare species remain. 

But the Bush administration sees that energy a different 
way, as something that it can sell. The government has 
identified up to 134,000 acres of public land in the forests 
around Mt. Shasta that could be developed for geothermal 
power. The Telephone Flat Project at Medicine Lake is one 
of the first projects scheduled. The Bush Administration 
has just given the go ahead, even though the Modoc 
National Forest had previously found that the ecological 
and spiritual impacts of the Telephone Flat Project were 
too great. 

The power plant would encompass over 5,000 acres of 
national forest that is home to spotted owls, eagles, mar- 
tens and falcons. The project would include up to 12 well 
pads, each with a million gallon sump pond, as well as 
cooling towers, pipelines and the tallest building in all of 
northeastern California which would be fully lit around 
the clock. Electricity generated from this remote location 
will require a four-mile swath for powerlines cut straight 
through the forest. This will connect to a 21-mile-long 
clearcut for another geothermal project already approved. 

The International Indian Treaty Council passed a resolu- 
tion that declares the Telephone Flat Project a human 
rights violation. The Advisory Council on Historic Pres- 
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ervation found that the 
"costs to historic resources 
of our nation are too high. " 
But in November, the 
Modoc National Forest re- 
versed its decision and gave 
approval to begin "devel- 
opment.” 

Approval was granted to 
Calpine Corporation, the 
world's largest producer of 
geothermal power. In Boca 
Raton, Florida, it manufac- 
tures turbines. In Folsom, 
California, it is construct- 
ing what it boasts is "the 
largest energy center in the 
history of the world." And 
in Houston, Texas, it man- 
ages more than one trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas re- 
serves and an energy trad- 
ing organization. 

Does energy trading in 
Houston ring any bells? 
Enron and Calpine have a 
lot in common. Both have 
a history of rapid corporate 
growth that is too fast to be 
believed. Both are being 
investigated for collusion in 
illegally manufacturing 
California's "energy crisis." 
And both have a history of 
sizable contributions to Bush and the Republican Party. 

So what is Calpine going to do with its new windfall from 
the public land? It is going to ignore the habitat destruc- 
tion, toxic air emissions and the degradation of the aquifer 
that feeds the largest spring system in California. It has 
plans to sell this electricity at premium prices with a "green 
energy" tag to unsuspecting customers in places like Port- 
land and Eugene, Oregon. 

All energy production comes with ecological impacts. 
Only through a massive reduction in electricity generation 
can we begin to approach something sustainable. Ask 
yourself: in this era of a dying planet, what use of electricity 
is justifiable other than to liberate the Earth? 

Gather a group of active people and visit Medicine Lake. 
Wake up early and from the ice crystal beach, watch the 
smoke on the water rise as the fish jump for insects, and the 
birds dive for fish. Thank the Water, accept the healing 
energy and ask how to help. Calpine is big; its assets are 
widespread. Possibilities for action are manifold. 

You can also contact Calpine's Director of Marketing, 
Brian McDonald, at (503) 223-2300. Let him know that you 
are developing a campaign to organize against the ecological 
destruction and indigenous genocide connected with 
Calpine's Telephone Flat Project. Write to Calpine's corpo- 
rate headquarters at 50 W San Fernando, San Jose, CA 95113. 

For more information, contact (503) 957-5572; 
regina@kswild.org; www.mountshastaecology.org. 

Turquoise is a direct action biocentrist from Cascadia. 
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Building a Movement Through Creative Resistance 


by the Oxygen Collective 

Many activists realize the importance of place-based 
community organizing. They understand that successes 
usually come from the perseverance of committed organiz- 
ers who work over the long term. The Oxygen Collective 
recently experimented with an alternate approach by tak- 
ing our activism on the road, visiting many communities 
briefly while exchanging our skills and resources with our 
allies in a celebration of dissent. 

The Oxygen Collective is a group of artists, activists, 
organizers and musicians that traveled this Fall in a 40- 
foot biodiesel tour bus to support the growing network of 
cultural revolutionaries while gaining skills to become 
better organizers ourselves. We offered direct action and 
alternative living trainings, screened films, shared inde- 
pendent media and music and engaged in collaborative 
direct actions. At the end of three months, we had to 
wonder, were we indulging ourselves in the romantic 
vision of a revolutionary roadshow? Or were we contrib- 
uting something valuable to the movement by energiz- 
ing local causes? 

Operating as a collective for a sustained period of time 
challenged almost everything we have learned about 


biodiesel 101 


relationships from our society. We experienced the diffi- 
culties of setting aside personal agendas and waded 
through the sometimes tedious process of using consen- 
sus to make everyday decisions. In exchange, we were 
able to create projects and implement visions that would 
be impossible alone. It was an empowering and extremely 
rewarding experience. Living in this way taught us to 
deconstruct further the destructive patterns of our cul- 
ture and required us to address these same patterns 
embedded deep inside each of us. Certainly, one of our 
greatest successes as a collective was that we lived in a bus 
for almost three months on the road — and returned still 
loving one another. 

continued on page 62 



Biodiesel is a vegetable oil-based 
fuel that will run smoothly in any 
standard diesel engine. It is a com- 
bination of approximately three 
parts veggie oil with one part etha- 
nol or methanol and a little lye 
thrown in, which acts as a catalyst. 
The chemical reaction that occurs 
is called de-esterification, and it 
results in liquid biodiesel floating 
over a solid mass of glycerin. The 
glycerin byproduct is useful for 
making soap and many other natu- 
ral products. 

As soon as the Oxygen Collective 
realized biodiesel was a viable alter- 
native, we committed to finding, 
using and promoting it whenever 
possible. 

Many communities are making 
biodiesel themselves, collectingused fryer 
grease from restaurants and mixing it up 
in small batches in 55-gallon drums. This 


grassroots production empowers people 
to use a recycled, renewable fuel while 
avoiding the oppressive and vio- 
lent oil economy. 

For our purposes, traveling thousands 
of miles in a 35, 000-pound bus with a 
175-gallon tank, we chose to buy com- 
mercial biodiesel. We found that biodiesel 
is exploding in popularity and availabil- 
ity across the US, and though it is still a 
little tricky to find, it is quickly entering 
mainstream fuel markets. Many school 
bus fleets, public transport systems and 
city vehicles are now running on B20, a 
20 percent biodiesel, 80 percent petro- 
leum diesel mixture. 

The Oxygen Collective was sur- 
prised to find the largest fleet of 
biodiesel vehicles in the US in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, where the city reclaims 
fryer oil from big casinos and uses it 
to run all the public school buses. We 
also found 100 percent biodiesel avail- 


able at retail pumps in Phoenix, 
Arizona, San Francisco, California 
and Eugene, Oregon. 

It is important to say that 
biodiesel is not a panacea, and in 
itself is not the answer to the world's 
energy problems. Commercial 
biodiesel too often comes from 
unsustainable, mono-cropped ge- 
netically engineered soy farms. 
However, the amount of carbon 
dioxide released by burning a gal- 
lon of biodiesel is theoretically the 
same amount absorbed from the 
atmosphere by next year's crop to 
produce another gallon. And driv- 
ing down the highway, it really 
does smell like french fries coming 
out of the tail pipe. 

For more information and a na- 
tional map of where biodiesel is avail- 
able, visit www.biodiesel.org. 
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If You Work for the Earth 

Stop Paying for War 


by Samantha 

The 1991 Gulf War has been called one of the most 
destructive environmental events in human history, with the 
release of hundreds of millions of barrels of burning oil into 
the atmosphere. 

The US government spends billions of dollars on military 
expenses every year, leaving behind a trail of toxic waste sites, 
devastated lands and impoverished people. With the next 
Gulf War already beginning, now is the time: If you want to 
work for the Earth, stop paying for war. War tax resistance is 
the act of refusing to pay federal taxes that finance militarism 
and the destruction of the Earth. 

Resisting War Taxes 

War tax resisters mainly target money intended for the 
general fund, the portion of the US government's operating 
budget allocated each year by Congress. According to the War 
Resisters League, the US spends nearly 50 percent of the general 
fund to finance militarism (totaling $776 billion for 
fiscal year 2003). Two of the main 
sources of revenue for the gen- 


eral fund are the telephone 
tax and the income tax. 


32% Human 
Resources 




20% Past 
Military 


Boycotting the 
Telephone Tax 

Each phone bill in- 
cludes a three percent 
federal excise tax that 
goes to the general fund. 

Your phone company cannot 
legally disconnect your phone ser- 
vice for non-payment of the tax, and 
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) generally does not bother 
to collect on unpaid telephone taxes. Deducting the excise 
tax from your bill each month (and enclosing a note of 
explanation to the phone company) is a relatively low-risk 
way to withhold war tax dollars. 

Bucking the Personal Income Tax 

The income tax is the largest direct payment to the general 
fund that most individuals make. Strategies for resisting the 
income tax depend on your motivations and the risks that 
you are willing to take: 

• Some resisters choose to file their income tax returns 
normally but withhold a symbolic amount or a percentage 
from their payments. 

• Persons wishing to withhold as much money as 
possible from the federal government need to insure that 
they don't pay taxes at the year's end and also that their 
employer is not withholding taxes from their paycheck. 
This can be done by being self-employed, as well as by 
claiming "exempt" or a sufficient number of allowances 
on the W-4 form so that no money will be withheld from 
your paycheck. 
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• When objectors refuse to file any income tax return, the 
IRS has a harder time collecting, but penalties and interest can 
be higher. 

• Other objectors choose to lower their incomes or simplify 
their lifestyles so that they are either exempt from taxation or 
don't have any assets that can be seized by the IRS for tax debts. 

• Resisters often choose to set refused money aside in escrow 
accounts or alternative funds. In this way, the principle is 
available to them if the IRS collects, while the interest earned 
on it can be used for human and environmental needs. 

Risks and Benefits 

War tax resistance is an act of civil disobedience, and it is 
wise to understand the possible consequences of this form of 
direct action for peace and the environment before begin- 
ning it. Talking to an experienced war tax resistance counse- 
lor is recommended. 

The risks incurred are almost always financial in nature. 
Criminal prosecution is rare and there is very little prece- 
dent for war tax resisters being jailed. 

A non-paying individual's li- 
ability to the IRS will usu- 
16% General ally include assessed 

Government taxes, penalties and ac- 

cumulated interest. 
Penalties of up to 25 
percent are possible 
for failing to file or 
pay. Filing false in- 
formation on the W-4 
form may also lead to 
additional penalties. 

The IRS tends to go after people's 
most liquid assets first (e.g., bank 
accounts and wages). Occasionally, it seizes property such as 
cars and houses. If you have no property in your name, no 
bank accounts and are self-employed, there may be nothing 
for the IRS to seize, whatever your debt. It is also helpful to 
bear in mind that a resister may "bail out" at any point by 
offering to begin payment. 

The benefits of war tax resistance are clear: You are not 
paying for war and the devastating effects of militarism 
on the Earth. You are demonstrating to friends, family 
and others that they need not pay for war either. And by 
redirecting refused taxes, you highlight the connections 
between the criminal use of tax dollars on militarism, as 
well as the lack of availability of funds for so many basic 
human services and environmental protections in the 
US today. 

For more information, contact the Nonviolent Action Com- 
munity of Cascadia, (206) 547-0952; www.nacc.info; National 
WarTax Resistance Coordinating Committee, (800) 269-7464; 
www.nwtrcc.org; War Resisters League, (212) 228-0450; 
www.warresisters.org. 

Samantha made so little money last year that she is an automatic 
war tax resister. 



Breakdown of US government budget spending in 2003 



IcyacAX ApaK+hewo/ Wall 


Pnv'inmme-nfal Pkaft&r in Falc^rtino§ 



Staring down the barrel of an Israeli tank patrolling the streets of Palestine 


by John Reese 

In 1961, the world was transfixed as the 
Soviet Union enclosed West Berlin, Ger- 
many, in the 96-mile, 12-foot-high Berlin 
Wall. The social implications of the wall 
had a profound impact on world politics 
for nearly 30 years. In 2003, the world 
remains largely ignorant of the fact that 
Israel is building a 200-mile, 25-foot-high 
"Apartheid Wall" around the West Bank 
of Palestine. 

Palestinians have named it after the re- 
viled South African term meaning 
"apartness." In the northern West Bank, the 
first phase of the Apartheid Wall is to be 
approximately 70 miles long and is to in- 
clude electric fences, a "dead zone," trenches, 
cameras, sensors and security patrols, all at 
a cost of tens of millions of dollars. 

The wall will not mark the 1967 border, 
also known as the "Green Line." The first 
phase will place 45,000 West Bank acres on 
the Israeli side, approximately three percent of Palestine's 
land mass. The footprint of the wall itself will be enormous, 
with as much as 8,750 acres completely lost. Construction 
of the wall will mean the removal of tens of thousands of 
trees and will effect the hydrology of the watersheds. This 
will cause changes in water quantity and quality, stream 
channel morphology and groundwater levels. Surface water 
flow will be altered, and there will be an increase in erosion 
and sedimentation. 

The impacts on the region's water supplies around the 
wall are also of serious concern. The climate of Palestine is 
semi-arid, and water sources are precious. In villages around 
Qalqilya and Tulkarm, more than 30 wells will be lost in the 
first phase of the wall. These wells, located in the western 
groundwater basin, were drilled prior to the 1967 occupa- 
tion of Palestine by Israel. As a result, Palestinians will lose 
nearly 18 percent of their share of the basin's water. 

Construction activities and the long-term presence of a 
continuous 25-foot-high impervious barrier will cause a 
decrease in populations of animals and plants. The wall 
will cause habitat loss from the footprint and construction. 
As the micro-ecology of the area is impacted, exotic weeds, 
pests and pathogens will more easily invade and thrive in 
the disturbed areas. Animal populations will be fragmented 
and distribution patterns will be altered. The remaining 
small populations would then be vulnerable to all of the 
problems associated with rarity: genetic deterioration from 
inbreeding, random drift in gene frequencies and diffi- 
culty recovering from environmental catastrophes. Some 
species may disappear completely. 

In addition to the problems associated with the wall, Israel 
is responsible for numerous other environmental impacts 
on Palestine. Israeli settlements annually discharge 224,000 
tons of waste into Palestine, often polluting villages, streams 
and farms. Drinking water is contaminated by broken, but 


unrepaired, pipelines and sewage. More than 250,000 olive 
and other fruit trees have been destroyed in the last two 
years. This is all in addition to the environmental destruc- 
tion that wars and their associated industries bring — includ- 
ing poisoning from the use of depleted uranium shells to 
land and property laid waste by fire, bombings and the 
machines of war. 

During the 35 years of occupation, Israeli authorities have 
neglected to consider the management, transfer or disposal 
of solid waste within Palestine. As a consequence, much 
land is rendered unfit for either agricultural or domestic use. 
The Israeli authorities also prevent municipalities from 
transporting solid waste to dumping sites outside city and 
village boundaries. Many Palestinian villages and cities have 
no other choice but to resort to using alternative dumping 
sites in urban areas where there is no environmental moni- 
toring. In some areas, air pollution has become a problem 
due to burning garbage. 

The Israeli government, military and colonizers — with 
the assistance of 14 billion dollars of aid from the US 
government this year alone — steal the Palestinian's wa- 
ter, destroy their crops and take their land. The US 
government and the citizens of the US must reassess their 
stand on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and intervene to 
stop Israel's war on the environment and on the civilian 
population of Palestine. Hopefully, this generation's Ber- 
lin Wall will not stand. 

For more information, visit www.palsolidarity.org; 
www.phg.org; www.seattlecan.org. 

John Reese was recently in Palestine for seven months working 
with the International Solidarity Movement and the Palestinian 
Hydrology Group. John is an Earth Firstler from Seattle, Wash- 
ington, and has been a peace activist since the Vietnam War, as 
well as a hydrogeologist and environmental consultant for 20 
years. He can be reached at jreese@scn.org. 
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War on the Earth 

Military Seeks Exemption from Environmental Laws 


by Ryan Simmons 

Don't you hate it when laws that 
protect animals and their habitats get 
in the way of military training — espe- 
cially when there is a war to prepare 
for? It's a total drag, and the Depart- 
ment of Defense (DoD) can attest to 
that. But what is a defense department 
to do? The DoD is taking action — an 
action similar to the one it took a year 
ago when it tried to gain approval for 
legislation that sought military ex- 
emption from environmental laws. 
Last year's congressional bills were 
largely defeated, so the DoD has de- 
cided to give it another shot. 

The US military is responsible for 
creating 16,000 contaminated sites 
totaling 30 million acres (that's 
roughly equal to the size of Florida), 
and it doesn't plan to stop there. The 
largest polluter in the US, the military 
is responsible for generating more than 
one third of the nation's toxic waste. 

In fact, it has produced more hazard- 
ous waste than the five largest interna- 
tional chemical companies combined. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
has condemned the Pentagon's reck- 
less past, stating that the cause of its 
awful environmental history has been 
"ill-advised short-cuts to limit costs 
taken by the DoD." Viewed in this 
context, it is no surprise that the DoD 
is seeking more exemptions and roll- 
backs of critical environmental laws. 

Six Laws to Change the Future 

In 2003, the DoD wants to free itself 
from the inhibitions imposed by six 
landmark environmental laws. A memo 
to the deputy secretary of defense, 
entitled "Sustainable Ranges 2003, " out- 
lines proposed legislation. It also dis- 
cusses the tactics needed to overcome 
opposition from environmentalists in- 
cluding extensive lobbying, outreach 
and programs to sway public opinion. 
The memo refers to rollbacks of current 
environmental laws as "targeted clari- 
fication," which brings to mind other 
Pentagon euphemisms such as "collat- 
eral damage" — a cold and impersonal 
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way to describe civilian deaths. But 
slick wording does little to hide the 
reality of the military's vision. 

The Pentagon expects congressional 
approval for the first three proposals 
in 2003. First off, The DoD wants to 
exempt "military readiness activities" 
from the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Note: The DoD successfully passed a 
limited-duration version of this bill 
last year. This time it wants full, last- 
ing exemption. 

The DoD is also seeking to change 
the definition of marine mammal ha- 
rassment contained in the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. The military 
wants to exclude "insignificant be- 
havioral changes" in animals caused 
by its training. The military claims 
that any effects of bombing on marine 
life, aside from death, are trivial and 
nothing more than a hindrance on 
future training exercises. The sea cows 
beg to differ. 

To prevent splitting up training ar- 
eas, the DoD wants to amend the En- 
dangered Species Act so that "inte- 
grated natural resource management" 
can be used. Instead of leaving critical 


habitat and endangered wildlife in- 
tact, the military would like to "man- 
age" these areas. This would likely 
lead to the fragmentation of remain- 
ing wild places so that military train- 
ing could continue uninterrupted. 

The memo predicts the next three 
proposals will be approved by Con- 
gress in 2004. In this set of changes, 
the Resource Conservation and Re- 
covery Act is also being targeted. The 
Pentagon is requesting that ammuni- 
tion no longer be defined as solid 
waste, thus preventing ranges from 
being shut down for violating the act. 

If the military has its way, the Com- 
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (also 
known as the superfund law) would be 
powerless in prohibiting live-fire train- 
ing and testing in the event that the 
training posed an environmental 
threat to an area. 

Lastly, Pentagon officials want the 
Clean Air Act amended so that the 
military will have five years to get its 
emissions low enough to meet state 
regulations. Why it is requesting this 
is a mystery, since the Sustainable 



Tortoise vs. the Tank: The military wants to expand tank training grounds in 


endangered desert tortoise habitat. 
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Ranges memo claims that military 
emissions are typically 0.5 percent of 
state standards. 

In addition to these six proposed 
changes, the Pentagon has five more 
legislative proposals in the works and 
10 regulatory changes for a total of 21 
desired changes to bypass environ- 
mental safeguards. 

Encroaching on Encroachment 

The Pentagon claims the big prob- 
lem is that plants and animals in- 
habiting the surrounding areas are 
encroaching on the military's prop- 
erty and handicapping its abilities to 
conduct "readiness trainings." Of 
course, this complaint seems a bit 
absurd considering that the military 
had to do a little encroachment of its 
own to establish the training sites. 

What is readiness training? The 
DoD hasn't really clarified it yet. 
People concerned about the envi- 
ronment fear that this term is broadly 
defined and that every form of mili- 
tary training can be construed as 
readiness training. An interesting side 
note is that almost all of the environ- 
mental laws that exist already have 
"National Security" exemptions pro- 
vided if the Pentagon can articulate 
a reason. Considering the current 
atmosphere of paranoia, it doesn't 
seem like the DoD would have a hard 
time invoking fear of a "terrorist" or 
dictator to gain exemption. 

Military to Expand Training 

In related Pentagon activities, the 
Navy wants to increase certain train- 
ing exercises at the China Lake Naval 
Air Weapons Station in California's 
Mojave Desert. Its five year plan would 
bring 25 percent more aircraft and 


exemption from environmental laws 
into context. The Pentagon plays a 
key role in the larger plan of eco- 
nomic globalization and capitalist ex- 
pansion into every physical part of 
the world, as well as the realm of 
social interactions. It is the iron fist; 
the physical coercion needed to imple- 
ment a plan of global dominance. 

What is all this training 
for anyway? 

The premise of the Pentagon's argu- 
ment is that the world is divided, and 
training is needed to constantly defeat 
enemies. The names and faces of en- 
emies come and go — be they ideas or 
individuals — but the structures remain. 

As time passes, however, connec- 
tions are made, patterns are seen and 
superficialities shattered. Environ- 
mental destruction, economic pov- 
erty, physical coercion, thought con- 
trol, mechanization of the body and 
the mind, alienation, emptiness, re- 
gret, disillusionment, racist violence, 
sexist violence, speciesist violence 
and internalized oppression are all a 
manifestation of global poverty. 
Separation and categorization will 
no longer suffice. Are we all in this 
together or not? 

The military wants to perpetuate 
the segregation of the world's people 
to insure constant conflict and vio- 
lence to achieve its fascist aims. Let's 
sweep the foundation out from under 
it and no longer lend legitimacy to the 
concepts of nations and other arbi- 
trarily chosen borders and boundaries. 

At $5.50 per hour, Ryan Simmons has 
high hopes of climbing the corporate lad- 
der of the thrift store industry. 
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Romanians Fight Mine 

When the World Bank denied a 
$250-million loan to Toronto, 
Canada-based Gabriel Resources in 
October, it seemed to many as if 
the threat of Europe's largest open- 
cast gold mine was over. However, 
villagers of Romania's oldest settle- 
ment, Rosia Montana, reported in 
January that they are still being 
pressured to leave their homes by a 
company hell-bent on digging. 
Gabriel Resources has no previous 
mining experience. 

Eighty-three economics profes- 
sors and a separate group of 700 
archeologists and other scientists 
have been unable to stop this 
project, which would destroy 2,000- 
year-old Roman ruins, displace 
2,000 villagers and build a 550- 
foot-high dam. If built, it would be 
similar to another dam that col- 
lapsed two years ago in the same 
area and created a 250-mile dead 
zone in a nearby Romanian river. 

One of the major objections 
to the project is its planned use 
of cyanide to extract the pre- 
cious metals. 

Mine Destroys Greek Bay 

One of the healthiest fisheries in 
Greece was shut down in Decem- 
ber by a gold mining disaster. Near 
the village of Stratoni, the detoxifi- 
cation unit of the TVX gold mine 
failed and began pouring highly 
acidic, heavy metal-laden discharge 
into the Bay of Ierissos. 

The company waited three days 
before notifying authorities, ignored 
a court ban and continued mining 
for nearly a month. With the mine's 
red, toxic waste polluting 10 miles 
of the bay, fishing was banned. 

The government of Greece has 
largely ignored the spill, and it did 
not complete a water analysis for 
more than a month after the spill 
began. It is also considering grant- 
ing more than two million dollars 
to TVX to cover the costs it in- 
curred while trying to contain this 
industrial disaster. 



weapons testing, triple the num- 
ber of troops and introduce tank 
exercises to the base. The im- 
pact would undoubtedly be 
devastating to the desert eco- 
system, including rare plants and 
endangered tortoises. 


The Big Picture 

It's important to put these attempts 
at military training expansion and 
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Bush Rolls Back Environmental Laws to Access Wildlands 



Roads and subsequent clearcuts in Alaska's Tongass National forest 


by Jade 

Can you remember the last time 
that you drove your car over the edge 
of a waterfall, in the path of sled dogs 
or through a dry wash? How about 
through a four-foot-wide slot can- 
yon with a river running through it? 
If your answer is never, then you 
may be slightly confused by the Bush 
administration's latest move to pave 
roads through wilderness areas. 

The administration has resurrected 
an old mining act, which provides 
"the-right-of-way for the construc- 
tion of highways over public lands 
not already reserved for public uses." 
Now local and state governments are 
scrambling to claim anything even 
remotely resembling a road on public 
lands, even if it is nothing more than 
a line scratched in sandstone. 

In 1 866, the intentions for this statute 
probably had more to do with the devel- 
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opment of an undeveloped West rather 
than the Bush administration's current 
attempt to develop the last of the West. 
Section 8 (RS 2477) of the mining act 
gave settlers permission to make roads 
wherever necessary for transportation 
and resource extraction in order to 
expand the nation. Over time, people 
began regarding public lands as some- 
thing to preserve and thus created na- 
tional parks and wilderness areas where 
new roads were no longer allowed. 

Then in 1976, although RS 2477 had 
long since been irrelevant, Congress 
passed the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act, which repealed the 
outdated right-of-way statute. 

Congress, however, left one loophole: 
The Federal Land Policy and Manage- 
ment Act upholds right-of-way claims 
made before 1976. On January 7, the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) cre- 
ated a new policy utilizing that loop- 
hole to make it easier for state and local 


governments to claim right-of-ways that 
existed before 1976 — even if these areas 
fall within the boundaries of designated 
wilderness areas or national parks. This 
new policy removes public comment 
and judicial review from the process, 
giving the BLM sole authority to vali- 
date claims on all federal lands, includ- 
ing national forests, and to decide 
where roads can be built. 

Off-road vehicle users, hunters, ranch- 
ers, developers and mining and energy 
interests have found a friendly ear in the 
Bush administration. The administra- 
tion has responded favorably to the 
pressures regarding RS 2477 despite the 
fact that 90 percent of the public com- 
ments on the regulations were opposed 
to the plan. In fact, a poll conducted in 
January found that even 50 percent of 
Republicans favor the designation of 
more wilderness areas. Still, the admin- 
istration is pushing for more roads and 
less public input. 
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If claims are granted to a state or 
county government, road-building 
can begin at will without public noti- 
fication or environmental analysis. 
Now, any entity claiming an interest 
in a right-of-way — not just the 
"present owner of record" — may seek 
a disclaimer of interest from the fed- 
eral government, giving them unlim- 
ited time to file their claims. 

A decision this enormous will have 
devastating effects on the millions of 
acres of national parks and the federally 
designated wilderness areas that it opens 
up to road building and motorized traf- 
fic. This will lead to fragmentation of 
wildlife habitat, soil 
erosion, increased 
hunting and even 
more off-road ve- 
hicle use. Yet the 
Department of the 
Interior did not feel 
the need to exam- 
ine and evaluate 
potential environ- 
mental impacts of 
the regulation. It 
found that the cre- 
ation of the policy 
was "categorically 
excluded" from re- 
view under the 
National Environ- 
mental Policy Act 
because it is "proce- 
dural in nature, 
therefore its envi- 
ronmental effect is 
too broad, specula- 
tive or conjectural to analyze." It also 
opens up areas previously under federal 
protection for commercial development 
and resource extraction, such as log- 
ging, mining and drilling for oil. 

Since right-of-way claims on public 
lands have been brought back into the 
picture, counties in Montana, Oregon 
and Idaho have already asserted claims 
to every "road" on national forest land 
within county boundaries. Alaska, Utah 
and Colorado have also asserted claims 
to thousands of miles of "roads," many 
of which criss-cross through designated 
wilderness and national parks. This new 
policy has the potential to devastate 
such national parks as the Grand Can- 
yon, Joshua Tree, Denali, Mojave 
National Preserve and the Grand Stair- 
case-Escalante National Monument. 

Local and state governments have 
spent up to $25 million to review and 


"investigate" claims, which are often 
nothing more than old wagon trails, 
wash bottoms, rivers, cow paths, dirt 
bike ruts and cleared vegetation in order 
to fit the definition of a right-of-way. 
Many of the right-of-way claims are 
paths leading to nowhere, but govern- 
ments are arguing that they are "con- 
structed highways." 

If these claims are granted, private 
companies and state governments will 
gain the right to pave roads through 
the most fragile of ecosystems with no 
accountability. Cutting highways into 
these previously roadless areas may also 
disqualify vital parks, refuges, forests 
and monuments 
from wilderness 
protection, leav- 
ing them open for 
destructive indus- 
trial and commer- 
cial purposes. 

A 1993 National 
Park Service (NPS) 
memo found that 
RS 2477 may affect 
up to 17 million 
acres of national 
park lands. Ac- 
cording to the 
memo, the im- 
pacts "could be 
devastating. [New 
roads] could cross 
many miles of un- 
disturbed fish and 
wildlife habitat, 
historical and ar- 
cheological re- 
sources, as well as sensitive wildlands. 
[The roads] would undoubtedly dero- 
gate most unit values and seriously 
impact the ability of the NPS to man- 
age the units for the purposes for which 
they were established." 

If even a government agency is 
able to see this blatant disregard for 
wildlife, and the Bush administra- 
tion still pushes for a major giveaway 
of public lands to private interests, it 
is obvious that we still have a long 
way to go. Now is the most crucial 
time for action to save previously 
protected wild places before the Bush 
administration finishes the job that 
the early settlers first began with the 
major push to settle and tame the 
wild West. 

For more information, contact the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, 
(801) 486-3161; suwa@suwa.org. 
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Wetlands Lose Protection 

Less than half the original wet- 
lands in the continental US re- 
main . Now one-fifth of those could 
lose federal protection. 

This potential rollback is a result 
of a new Bush administration in- 
terpretation of a 200 1 US Supreme 
Court decision. According to the 
industry-backed policy, which was 
proposed in January, only wet- 
lands that are connected to navi- 
gable waterways would be subject 
to federal protection. The court 
ruling on the Clean Water Act 
found that migratory bird protec- 
tion could no longer be the sole 
basis for federal protection. 

This change would leave 20 mil- 
lion acres of US wetlands subject to 
pollution, dredging, filling or de- 
velopment, except where state or 
local authorities decide to step in. 
Hundreds of thousands of miles of 
small streams, tributaries and other 
wetlands would be affected. 

Algae Slimes Florida 

Last year, for the first time, scien- 
tists documented Caulerpa 
brachypus in the Atlantic Ocean, 
and it is spreading with amazing 
speed. Sometimes referred to as the 
"green tide," this algae species cov- 
ers coral with a thick green coat 
and is rapidly killing off coral reefs 
north of Miami, Florida. Experts 
believe its explosive growth is fu- 
eled by the hundreds of millions of 
gallons of nutrient-rich sewage 
from coastal cities that is being 
pumped offshore each day. 

The green algae covers everything 
on the ocean floor, including food 
sources for marine life. It also fills in 
irregularities that are prime habitat 
for crustaceans and other creatures. 

Florida is spending half a million 
dollars to study the problem . When 
a similar species appeared in the 
Mediterranean Sea in 1984, miti- 
gation strategies were not quickly 
employed, and billions of dollars 
of damage resulted. 


Since right-of-way claims 
on public lands have 
been brought back into 
the picture, counties in 
Montana, Oregon and 
Idaho have already asserted 
claims to every "road" on 
national forest land, which 
are often nothing more than 
old wagon trails, wash 
bottoms, rivers, cow paths, 
dirt bike ruts and cleared 
vegetation. 


March-April 2003 Earth First! Page 21 




(Ze.Leb’iate the Cfon^ass with ■/- Action ! 





vention of bald eagles in the 
world happens here, not 200 
miles from where I am typing 
this. Towering Sitka spruce 
and mountain hemlock line 
the shores. You can't drive 
from town to town but have 
to take the public transport 
system, which is a ferry. 

If you love the wild, you 
need to get up here to south- 
east Alaska. The largest "pro- 
tected" wilderness complex in 
the world (the Glacier Bay, 
Wrangell-St. Elias, Kluane 
world heritage area) is in my 
backyard. There is no place as 
wild as this in the lower 48, 1 
don't care how high up in the 
Sierra Nevada you get. 

If you hate having cops 
leaning over your shoulder 
all the time and hassling you 
for sitting on the sidewalk, 
you need to come to Alaska. 
I have seen one highway cop 
the whole time I have been 
in Alaska. Nobody cares if 
you squat, except maybe the 
grizzly bears. People who live 
here always talk about the 
freedom, and you don't un- 
derstand what they mean un- 
til you have spent a few 
is that southeast Alaska is paradise, months letting this place seep into 
You've probably heard how wet and your bones. You use US currency and 
cold and dark it is, right? But it's also everybody speaks English, but other- 

it does not feel like the 


by Pippi the Rat 

The US Forest Service (USFS) 
celebrated the centennial an- 
niversary of the Tongass Na- 
tional Forest last year with if ■ 
special publications and all 
kinds of fanfare, talks and pre- ^ 
sentations. Despite the fact 
that theTongass National For- j£|| 
est Reserve was decreed in ’ v ^| 
1906; the Alexander Archi- (MP 
pelago Forest Preserve which HIk 
would later become part of MHp 
the Tongass was designated 
in 1902. 

First of all, the Tongass is Wlj 
way older than 100 years, 
right? The trees alone are wi 
hundreds of years old — Sitka 
spruce, western hemlock and 
yellow cedar reach around g^f 
1,000 years old in these parts. 

Wolves, bears and martens 
have been cruising around l lajl 
these forests before Homo sa- 
piens were plotting their first 
war. Marbled murrelets and 
northern goshawks were fly- 
ing over these emerald isles 
before there was a word for 
trees. People were living g|§§i 
quite peacefully with this 
massive beautiful forest years 
before Columbus was even 
sucking his thumb. 

What the USFS was actually cel 
ebrating was 100 years of human 
mismanagement of an amazing 
coastal temperate rainforest. Party 
down for 100 years of resource 
extraction! Let's hear it for 100 
years of pushing Natives off their 
land! Whoop it up for the destruc- 
tion of our largest national forest! 

Some facts: The Tongass National 
Forest encompasses more than 16 
million acres, by far the largest in 
our national forest system. That’s 
more than twice the size of, say, 
Connecticut. Thirty percent of the 1 
world's intact coastal temperate 
rainforests are right here in southeast 
Alaska in the Tongass National Forest. 
Much of the Tongass is rock, ice and 
muskeg; the big trees cover only one 
third of that 16.7 million acres. 

The other thing you may not realize 


Alaska's ancient forests are still threatened after 100 years of 
Forest Service mismanagement. 


wise 

Amerikkka that you probably know 
and despise. It is though — and most 
of the wilderness left in this coun- 
try is right here. And it is being 
threatened. 

If you want to protect wild places, 
you need to get up here! The Tongass 
is threatened and while there are 
many mainstream enviros working 
hard on its protection, there is no 
Earth First! movement up here. No 
crusty ferals lurking in the woods 
with fire in their eyes scheming 
about how to save these trees, these 
the land of mountains that jut right watersheds, these wild wolves, gos- 
out of the ocean, of grizzly bears wan- hawks and brown bears. We need 
dering around downtown, the place you. You need to be here, 
where 40 percent of the families get What are you waiting for? 

more than a quarter of their food for Pippi the Rat lives in paradise and will 

the year off the land. The largest con- do anything to keep it that way. 


Undersecretary of Agriculture 
Mark Rey has threatened the 
region's environmental activists 
to not include the Tongass in 
the next version of the Roadless 
Area Conservation Rule. Nine 
million acres of this temperate 
rainforest will again become 
available for roadbuilding. 






Hr ! 
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Tongass National Forest: 
Battleground for the Great 
Temperate Rainforest 

Last October, the people of southeast Alaska took action when the now- 
Governor and then-Senator, Frank Murkowski, introduced a bill to trade away 
public lands. The wild lands of Berners Bay, near Juneau, were to be given to 
Cour Alaska— a subsidiary of Coeur d'Alene Mines, a major silver and gold 
producer. Thousands of activists across the US joined us in a chorus that 
convinced Congress to protect Juneau's backyard wilderness. As a result, 
Berners Bay is safe, for now, from the proposed 200-foot-long dock, toxic 
tailings, generators, barges, human traffic and trespass that would have accom- 
panied the mine there. 

But our work to keep Alaska wild is not finished. We are preparing for a fight 
that will determine the future of Berners Bay and the rest of the 150 unprotected 
roadless areas that remain in the Tongass National Forest. 

Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey has threatened the region's environ- 
mental activists to not include the Tongass in the next version of the Roadless 
Area Conservation Rule. Nine million acres of this temperate rainforest will 
again become available for roadbuilding. Roads will make more trees accessible 
for clearcutting, and logging will inevitably lead to salmon streams being 
clogged with silt sloughing from naked, steep slopes. Nevertheless, the US 
Forest Service (USFS) has stated in a draft wilderness plan that there are no 
roadless areas in the Tongass worthy of further protection under the Wilderness 
Act. 

Despite the public outcry, 49 timber sales in roadless areas are planned for the 
next 10 years. Alaska Senator Ted Stevens added a rider to the 2003 budget bill, 
now in Congress, that would prevent any legislative or administrative appeal 
of the USFS's anticipated decision to leave roadless areas unprotected. The USFS 
and Alaska's congressional delegation would silence the voice of US citizens, 
allowing wide swaths of our mossy forests to be swallowed up by chainsaws, 
bulldozers and the sad aftermath of their destruction. 

To become a voice for the Tongass National Forest, contact the Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council, info@seacc.org; www.seacc.org. 



Alaska's vast forested wilderness is threatened by even more roads and clearcuts. 


Another Handout to Big Oil 

In late January, the US Depart- 
ment of the Interior proposed 
opening nine million acres of 
northwest Alaskan wilderness to 
oil exploitation in the largest block 
of unprotected public land in the 
US. This area is home to many 
unique species including beluga 
whales, spotted seals and the black 
brant. It is also the traditional land 
of the Inupiaq people. 

The Secretary of the Interior 
Gale Norton has offered four op- 
tions: exploration on zero, 47, 
96 or 100 percent of the nine 
million acres. Meanwhile, main- 
stream environmental groups 
like the Wilderness Society have 
already decided some compro- 
mise will be sought. The public 
comment period closes on 
March 18. No congressional ap- 
proval is needed before the leases 
can be auctioned. 

In February the Bush adminis- 
tration submitted a budget also 
calling for drilling in the Artie 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Dockworkers Win Big 

The International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) 
settled its seven-month strike in 
January, when the 8,300 West 
Coast union workers and port 
management voted overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of their contract. 

The ILWU faced both a lock- 
out and a back-to-work order by 
the Bush administration. How- 
ever, it was supported by many 
activists who have worked with 
the ILWU on issues like shutting 
down the World Trade Organi- 
zation and freeing political pris- 
oner Mumia Abu-Jamal (see EF!J 
January-February 2003). 

Under the new deal, dock- 
workers are averaging about 40 
dollars per hour and have full 
medical benefits. They also re- 
ceived a 58 percent pension in- 
crease, the largest in the history 
of the labor movement. 
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Redwood Activists 

Rgnting on Every E ront 

thundered down denuded hillsides and and directed by Houston-based 
BY Nuthatch knocked over ancient trees in the fa- junkbond financier Charles Hurwitz. 

Ancient redwoods continue to fall, mous strip of legacy forest known as Seems like it always traces back to 
California's last salmon runs choke in the Avenue of the Giants. Texas, no? 

the washed-out silt. Government-com- Floods in the Elk River valley led to Sensing growing public opposition, 

missioned scientists call for a decrease evacuations by emergency response PL recently stepped up redwood de- 
in logging. State legislature hearings teams and left residents traveling to struction while remaining impervious 
study the continued cutting of old work and school by canoe. Homes in to public pressure and even to court 
growth. Treesitters brave a wet Winter the Freshwater area lost value in recent orders. In August, a judge responded to 
and violent evictions in record num- tax appraisals due to the flooding. In an Environmental Protection and In- 
bers. Activists go back to federal court just the last 12 years, the 200,000-acre formation Center (EPIC) lawsuit with 
over pepper spray torture. And still the Freshwater watershed has been almost an order against PL to suspend logging, 
cutting continues. In the face of all completely cut, with less than five per- Local activists estimated that PL con- 
this, long-time local Earth Firstler Karen cent of the original forest remaining. tinued logging at the rate of one mil- 
Pickett asks, "What is it going to take? Pacific Lumber Company (PL) is the lion board feet per day, and they could 

Just what is it going to take?'' area's largest logging company, owned sometimes hear trees falling faster than 

Of course most folks, citizens and by multinational corporation Maxxam one per minute. 


politicians alike, think 
that the redwoods are 
"saved." The 1999 Head- 
waters Deal protected 
7,400 acres, a sizeable 
chunk of old trees. But a 
"deal" goes both ways. 
Smack in the center of the 
Headwaters Preserve is a 
large area of forest open 
to logging. In addition, 
more than 200,000 acres 
of area surrounding the 
preserve are subject to a 
Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP), which basi- 
cally acts like a govern- 
ment-issued license to kill 
endangered species and 
disregard the impacts of 
unsustainable logging. 
The Headwaters redwood 
ecosystem in places like 
Freshwater, Grizzly Creek 
and Elk River is under a 
crippling attack. 

The evidence of destruc- 
tion is there for all to see. 
It was wet this Winter but 
no record setter for north- 
ern California. It might, 
however, be a record for 
landslides. In the 
Nanning Creek watershed 
near the former mill town 
of Scotia, eight slopes were 
lost in December. Soil 
once held by tree roots 



By March 21, Remedy will have lived here for one year. The tree is 1200. 


While authorities ig- 
nored the illegal logging, 
Earth Firstlers and other 
forest defenders were left 
to enforce the judge's or- 
der with direct action. 
Tactics have included 
large numbers of people 
in active units directly 
stopping loggers, gate 
lockdowns and a bridge 
blockaded by a rope, 
which suspended activ- 
ists underneath in ham- 
mocks. Close to 100 have 
been arrested in the last 
several months. 

After a bit of legal sys- 
tem intimidation and 
court wrangling, most 
charges have been re- 
duced to infractions or 
dismissed. Activists Ab- 
stract and Tree plead no 
contest to trespass with 
time served, for the ac- 
tion that saw them 
evicted from treesits 
while naked (see EF!J 
January-February, 2003). 
Tree has filed cross com- 
plaints against PL, its 
President Robert Manne 
and the contract climb- 
ers that abused him dur- 
ing the arrest. 

Despite seven recent 
treesit evictions by au- 
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thorities in the Freshwater area, a PL 
Demonstration Forest and the nearby 
Mattole watershed, almost two dozen 
treesits remain. The longest of these 
treesits is by Remedy, who celebrates 
her one-year anniversary on March 21, 
in a 1,200 year-old redwood near Fresh- 
water Creek. 

Stretching back far longer than 
Remedy's treesit is the Headwaters pep- 
per spray lawsuit. Many remember the 
horror of watching on national TV as 
young Earth Firstlers locked down in a 
congressional office and had pepper 
spray swabbed directly into their eyes 
by Flumboldt County Sheriff's Depu- 
ties. The Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals overturned a 
lower court ruling 
that threw out the 
ensuing lawsuit. 

The appeal was 
upheld by the US 
Supreme Court in 
December. A fed- 
eral trial has been 
set for May in 
Humboldt 
County. The at- 
torneys who won 
the Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney 
four-and-a-half 
million dollar 
judgment against 
the FBI and Oak- 
land police department last Summer 
have announced that they will join the 
legal team that is arguing the pepper 
spray case. 

Good news, of a sort, has recently 
developed on the scientific front. An 
independent scientific review panel, 
approved by both PL and local resi- 
dents, concluded in December what 
environmentalists and downstream 
residents have been saying for years: PL 
logging is causing severe soil erosion, 
muddy salmon streams, polluted drink- 
ing water and catastrophic flooding. In 
Elk River and Freshwater, the panel of 
experts unanimously called for imme- 
diate rollbacks in logging to less than 
one-sixth of the current rate. 

The scientists may make the recom- 
mendations, but the politically ap- 
pointed North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board decides what to 
do about them. In late January, for the 
first time in anyone's memory, all the 
PL and government power brokers were 
in attendance at their meeting to dis- 


cuss the findings. The highlight of the 
10-hour hearing saw PL President 
Manne crying that with the Headwa- 
ters Deal, PL bought "regulatory cer- 
tainty.” He threatened to close more 
lumber mills if steps were taken to 
protect watersheds. A decision is due in 
late February. 

Meanwhile, PL is logging in known 
nesting habitat for the endangered 
marbled murrelet. Having already 
logged most of the degraded habitat in 
its possession, PL has been granted 
approval by the California Department 
of Forestry to go after more intact an- 
cient and residual old-growth forests. 
The marbled murrelet will nest only in 
ancient trees near 
the coast, and 
when last 
counted, the to- 
tal population 
was down to sev- 
eral thousand 
birds. Due to the 
annual cycle of 
logging restric- 
tions, new stands 
and additional ri- 
parian areas were 
opened on Janu- 
ary 1, and PL is 
moving at break- 
neck speeds to 
liquidate these 
forests before the 
political tide turns against it. 

Putting this kind of destruction for- 
ward in public discussion was a goal of 
forest advocate Susan Maloney's 52- 
day hunger strike last year on the steps 
of the California state legislature. On 
January 28, as a result of the publicity 
Maloney generated, the California State 
Senate Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing on ending logging of 
old-growth forests. 

California redwood-style activism 
may also be coming to a tree near you. 
Discussions are currently underway to 
call for simultaneous treesitting around 
the country. Goals include 1,000 tree 
sitters and occupying at least one tree 
in each of the fifty states during a 
weekend in April or May. For more 
information, contact Northcoast Earth 
First! (707) 825-6598; www.tree-sit.org; 
www.headwaterspreserve.org. 

In 1996, Nuthatch treesat at 
California's Owl Creek and witnessed as 
a residual old-growth redwood forest was 
completely destroyed. 


Of course most folks, 
citizens and politicians 
alike, think that the 
redwoods are “saved.” 
But, the Headwaters 
redwood ecosystem in 
places like Freshwater, 
Grizzly Creek and Elk River 
is under a cripplingattack. 


CFC Smugglers Do Time 

From 1996 to 1998, Barry Himes 
and John Mucha made millions of 
dollars illegally smuggling and sell- 
ing more than one million pounds 
of ozone-destroying chlorofluoro- 
carbons for use as refrigerants and 
industrial solvents. It is not every- 
day that wealthy businessmen go 
to jail for crimes against the Earth. 

In January, a federal judge in 
Connecticut sentenced Himes and 
Mucha to six-and-one-half and four 
years of prison, respectively. To- 
gether they were forced to forfeit 
three million dollars, luxury homes, 
sedans and jewelry. Eight other 
defendants have pleaded guilty. 

Roadless Rule Back 

"Roadless areas contribute to the 
health of the public because they 
help preserve the forest system's 
watersheds, rivers, streams, lakes 
and wetlands that are the circula- 
tory system of ecosystems. Water 
is the vital fluid for inhabitants of 
these ecosystems, including 
people,” ruled the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in December. "A 
near total ban on further road 
construction in the remaining and 
precious roadless areas within our 
national forests is not a drastic 
measure." The ruling overturns a 
lower Idaho district court judge 
and reinstates what has come to 
be commonly known as the 
"roadless rule." 

Despite more than one million 
public comments, 96 percent of 
which were in favor of protection, 
Boise Timber Company and the 
state of Idaho attacked the rule on 
grounds that the public was not 
properly consulted. The lawsuit 
stalled President Clinton's ruling 
for two years and allowed more 
timber sales to be sold in areas 
protected by the roadless area ban. 

The ruling immediately rein- 
states protections that ban most 
roadbuild ing and logging in the 
remaining undeveloped portions 
of the national forest system. 
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The Ballad of Ramsey Gulch 

myself feel better and to give the trees with his guide to relieve me, I was in 
by (Quicksilver a gift for their last moments standing, a hurry to get down and race the sun. 

When I went into the woods on The next day was Sunday, and I was Although he was an experienced 
the night of October 4, for my shift grateful for the respite. This, however, rock climber, it was his first time up a 
in the Ramsey Gulch treesit near was somewhat ruined by my after- tree. But if I had had a bad feeling, 
Santa Cruz, California, I had a bad noon visitors: a carload of drunken everything felt right to him. Accord- 
feeling in my gut. Now, my gut is loggers shooting their guns and taunt- ing to those who spoke with him 
rarely wrong, but we were desper- ing treehuggers. By the time they fi- earlier in the day, he was eager and 
ately shorthanded. Backing out was nally left, the sun was rusty and low. radiantly committed, 
not an option. The hike to the base My nerves, already set on edge by the I showed him around — water, food, 
of the 200-year-old redwood tree unwanted guests, began to hum in ropes, gear, shitbucket, reading mate- 
named Esperanza was a cloak-and- preparation for the next day of log- rial. "Everything will make more sense 
dagger exercise in itself, including ging. I felt miserable. I'd wanted to in the daylight," I said. "And you 
repeated roadside bailing, feints in a bring the trees my courage and should still have an hour or so to get 
van and near-discovery by head for- strength, but all I had brought them settled before the loggers start work- 
ester Peter Twight. By the time it felt was my f ear and weakness. ing. Well, I can't think of anything 

safe to try again, dawn was peril- In the chill before dawn, after the else. Do you have any questions?" 
ously near. I'd have to haul ass if the stars had faded, the trees began to "No, I think I'm cool. Oh, wait, 
current treesitter was going to have teach me things. My heartbeat slowed, here's a question: Do I stay clipped in 
time to get out once I had replaced I listened. They said, "What would while I'm sleeping?," he asked, 
him. I had barely gotten situated in you give us? Breathe. Give us your "Yes! Don't ever take your safety 
the treesit when the headlights of carbon dioxide, and you can have our off." The platforms were small. A few 
Twight's pickup truck speared oxygen. Receiving is not the same thing weeks before, a treesitter had dreamed 
through the pre-dawn shade. as taking. Before you give, you have to she was floating in mid-air. She awak- 

The next morning was hellish. The receive. Then you'll have something ened to find that sh° had rolled off the 
sound of chainsaws biting into tree- to give back. And whatever you re- platform and was suspended at the 
flesh made me feel sick to my stom- ceive, give back more." end of her safety line. Her heartfelt 

ach. Every massive trunk that crashed They taught me about the moment admonitions were written in the jour- 

to the ground felt like a little earth- of death. "Even if our remaining time nal we kept in Esperanza to be read by 
quake. 1 sang all day, both to make here is short," they said, "especially if all who followed. 

it's short, then we don't waste what's "So, is everything cool?" 



"Yeah, I should be fine." 

"OK then. Take care. I'll see you 
later." It was the only time I met Naya, 
and we couldn't have spent more than 
20 minutes together. Our faces were 
shadowed under our headlamps. If 
you showed me a row of guys in a line- 
up, I wouldn't be confident about pick- 
ing him out. 

It was only 14 hours later when we 
got a call at the Santa Cruz EF! office 
from a reporter asking for more infor- 
mation about the treesitter who had 
fallen. We were in total shock. For the 
rest of the evening, we fielded calls full 
of conflicting information from the 
sheriff and reporters. A logger had heard 
moaning and then found Naya on a 
stump. (There would have been no 
loggers working at that time.) He fell 50 
feet. (The platform was 100 feet up.) He 
has a broken leg. No, a broken arm and 
a broken leg. They were taking him to 
the hospital in Watsonville. No, they 
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were helicoptering him to Stanford, 
which meant it was more serious. 

Two of us made plans to go to the 
hospital the next day. Once we talked 
to Naya, maybe some of our questions 
would be answered. First thing in the 
morning, we trekked back and forth 
from Stanford to Santa Clara to San 
Jose trying to track him down. This was 
made more difficult by the fact that we 
didn't know Naya's real name. It was a 
lucky chance that in the emergency 
room at Santa Clara Valley Medical, 
one of the nurses on duty remembered 
the case from the previous night. 

"I'm sorry," she said softly. "Your 
friend didn't make it. Here's the num- 
ber to call the county coroner." 

We may never know how it hap- 
pened. If Naya was clipped in, how 
could he have fallen? Did he unclip? 
Why? Is it possible there was foul play 
or harassment involved? Redwood 
Empire issued an immediate dis- 
claimer: "We are in no way respon- 
sible. They shouldn't have been on 
our property anyway." A few days 
later, EF! pulled out of the other 
Ramsey Gulch treesit. Not only did 
Redwood Empire proceed to log the 
Ramsey II Timber Harvest Plan, but 
they quickly procured an amendment 
to the Ramsey I plan. This allowed 
them to use the now-unobstructed 
Ramsey II site to cable-yard the trees 
out from the earlier plan, which we'd 


entered into only with solid support 
networks and extensive planning — 
part of a multi-faceted strategy of edu- 
cation and public pressure. While we 
should at all times be capable of and 
committed to effective direct action, a 
treesit should be the last line of de- 
fense. Moreover, given the disheart- 
ening multitude of Timber Harvest 
Plans being logged at any given mo- 
ment, activists need to be intelligent 
about where we choose to pinpoint 
our energy. 

As for Santa Cruz in particular: We 
were running a shoestring operation. 
Community support was more vocal 
than material. We had more neophytes 
than we had veterans. We didn't have 
a basecamp or a core full-time crew. 
There were a few people able to give a 
large time commitment, but many 
others were juggling work, school or 
other obligations. We need to be hon- 
est about what, as a movement, we 
could be doing better. We need to 
share solid skills and information. 

This should not have happened. The 
end of Naya's life at 22 was as tragi- 
cally premature as Esperanza's was at 
200. But we must make this an oppor- 
tunity to take a step back and reassess 
our goals, strategies, priorities and the 
laying of solid foundations for our 
future work. Together. 

In Santa Cmz, Quicksilver is working to 
defend coastal redwoods and to dismantle 


thought were safe. 

Had we failed? Or even made 
things worse? 

Reporters repeatedly asked us 
if we were reconsidering using 
direct action tactics. My answer 
was usually that while we 
were not questioning why 
we do it, we must ques- 
tion how we do it. 

Treesitting should 
be used only 
when clear 
that it is stra- 
tegically ef- 
fective. It 
should be 


the University of California's military re- 
search complex. 



Court Rules Against 
Makah Whaling 

For several years, animal rights 
activists, the Makah tribe and its 
allies have battled over the re- 
sumption of whaling off the coast 
of Washington state. In Decem- 
ber, the US Ni nth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco, Califor- 
nia, ruled that the gray whale 
hunts could not resume without 
further study on their environ- 
mental impact. 

The Makah whaling was deemed 
legal by a lower court decision in 
1999, based on an 1855 treaty that 
cedes rights to whaling. Despite 
the removal of the gray whale from 
the endangered species list in 1994, 
animal rights activists have argued 
that no level of whale hunting is 
morally defensible. The Makah, 
with backing from the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, plan to 
appeal to the US Supreme Court. 

Scientists Say 
Frankenweeds Possible 

Genetically engineered (GE) or- 
ganisms pose numerous risks to 
health and the environment — some 
possible, some proven. Another of 
those risks has moved from the 
possible to the proven column ac- 
cording to a six-year, farm-scale 
study conducted by British research- 
ers. The study published in Decem- 
ber shows that modified genes can 
be transferred across species. 

In this case, the genes of GE rape 
seed were found in wild turnips 
nearby. GE plants in the study were 
also able to cross-pollinate with 
normal crops planted more than 
600 feet away. Scientists say that 
this study shows that traits like 
herbicide resistance can be expected 
to transfer to weedy species thereby 
rendering some herbicides ineffec- 
tive. Also, non-GE crops could not 
be successfully grown in areas with 
GE-planted fields. These problems 
could produce billion-dollar threats 
to the world's food supply. 
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The More Things Change, 


by Jane Doe 

Clayoquot Sound, on Vancouver Island, is an ancient 
rainforest refuge off the coast of British Columbia (BC), 
Canada. On the rocky shore, red cedars dip their branches 
into the tide. Purple starfish and neon-green anemones 
undulate in kelp-filled pools. The mild currents of the 
Pacific Ocean are a playground for humpback and gray 
whales. Orcas, dolphins and otters fish, mate and raise 
their young in the waves. Salmon return from the sea each 
year to spawn in glacier-fed rivers. Grizzly bears, marbled 
murrelets and cougars range inland. 

Maps of Clayoquot Sound show a proud new designa- 
tion. In February 2000, the United Nations (UN) recog- 
nized the area as a Biosphere Reserve. According to the UN, 
the sound is a unique haven for biodiversity, and it should 
be preserved for the future generations of the world. 
However, the UN ignores the obvious threat of clearcut 
logging; so logging continues unchecked in and around 
the reserve. 

BC hasn't yet reached the level of clearcut devastation 
seen in Washington state, its US neighbor to the south. 
But on Vancouver Island, generations of rapacious over- 
cutting have reduced three-quarters of the rainforest to 
stumps and sawdust. This year, the rate of logging will 
expand enormously. 

The History of the Clayoquot Deals 

The world watched in the mid-1990s as Canada's largest 


mobilization for environmental justice brought tens of 
thousands of people to the Clayoquot forest. Nearly 1,000 
people went to jail from the blockades, and the grassroots 
movement won major concessions from the logging in- 
dustry — at least at first. Big-league environmental groups 
parachuted onto the scene, including Greenpeace, Sierra 
Club, the Western Canada Wilderness Committee and the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. Pinned down in the 
glare of the media spotlight, the logging companies were 
forced to negotiate. However, the discussions quickly 
mutated into a public relations love-in between corpora- 
tions and eco-bureaucrats. 

The misbegotten result was a hugely-hyped compro- 
mise known as the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
It was signed in 1999 by the big four eco-groups, the 
logging company, MacMillan Bloedel, and the Nuu-chah- 
nulth First Nations, who assert indigenous title to the land. 
Under the MOU, only two of the six previously unlogged 
and roadless watersheds are protected. It also leaves in 
place the government prescription for large-scale clearcuts, 
enshrined in a 1993 Land Use Decision. 

The MOU for Clayoquot Sound also created a joint ven- 
ture between MacMillan Bloedel and the Nuu-chah-nulth 
First Nations that was incorporated as Iisaak Forest Products 
(IFP). The company promised to use selective logging and to 
stay out of pristine watersheds, but its 50-year plan is based 
almost entirely on cutting old growth. 

In 2000, one year after the deal was signed, US 
logging giant, Weyerhaueser, bought out MacMillan 
Bloedel and assumed its 49 percent share in 



the IFP venture. Since logging commenced 
in 2000, IFP has logged 53 patchcuts. It 
plans to log nine more and haul out 3,000 
truckloads of trees in the next few years. 
Since IFP was designed as a model for sus- 
tainable logging, Weyerhaueser hopes to 
market its wood products as environmen- 
tally friendly. 

Beyond the Hype 

After a decade of protest and debate, three- 
quarters of Clayoquot Sound remain open for 


the More They 
Clearcut 
Clayoquot 
Sound 
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logging by other corporations. Inter- 
national Forest Products (Interfor), 
winner of the Forest Action Network's 
"Eco-Terrorist of the Year Award," 
signed no deals with environmental- 
ists or First Nations in Clayoquot 
Sound. The renegade Vancouver-based 
logging company plans to cut and 
haul 17,000 truckloads of old-growth 
cedar, fir and hemlock from the sound 
in the next few years. Interfor, known 
across BC for targeting endangered 
species habitat, is planning to build 45 
miles of roads to access 30 huge 
cutblocks and to open two pristine 
watersheds to clearcut logging. 

Thanks to the public relations blitz 
orchestrated by eco-bureaucrats and 
corporate executives, even well-in- 
formed environmentalists are surprised 
to learn that most of this paradise is 
doomed for destruction. Millions of 
dollars were wasted on "scientific" 
evaluations of sustainable old-growth 
forest logging. But the original "log- 
the-hell-out-of-it" approach still stands, 
unreformed. 

Given the generations of overcutting 
on Vancouver Island, the only sustain- 
able level for old-growth forest logging 
is absolutely none. And one organiza- 
tion remains dedicated to wilderness 
defense: the Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound still demands a zero-cut solu- 
tion. It refused to sign the MOU and 
continues to expose the huge corpo- 
rate rip-off the deal has become. 

The Fate of the Forest 

In November, government enforce- 
ment of the Forest Practice Code was 
eliminated. Instead, the code now 
implements an honor system in which 
the logging companies self-monitor 
and report problems like damage to 
creeks, erosion, landslides and en- 
dangered species. These changes will 
devastate wildlife, water and old- 
growth forests. 

On January 22, the BC government 
announced its "Working Forests” ini- 
tiative. Access to more than 110 mil- 
lion acres — more than half of the 
province — is being granted to log- 
ging corporations and other indus- 
trial interests. That amounts to every 


bit of unprotected forest in the prov- 
ince. The legislation will make the 
creation of new parks, watershed re- 
serves, designated species habitat or 
First Nations land settlements ex- 
tremely difficult. The Western 
Canada Wilderness Committee calls 
it "the most anti-environmental leg- 
islation in the history of BC." 

The only legislation that could possi- 
bly alleviate the devastating logging 
was enacted on December 13. Canada 
passed the long-awaited Species at Risk 
Act in order to protect endangered spe- 
cies. Yet, 61 species needing protection 
were left out of the initial decision. It is 
too soon to tell how implementation 
of the law will impact logging in BC's 
ancient forests. 

Fight Back: Boycott BC wood! 

Two years ago, an international boy- 
cott of BC forest products forced the 
worst offenders to the negotiating 
table. Most of the raw log exports go to 
feed the insatiable US appetite for large- 
scale logs and cheap pulp. US tariffs on 
softwood lumber have effectively 
wrenched BC's sawmills and have 
thrown thousands out of work. How- 
ever, the amount of old-growth forest 
logging is increasing. 

Canada's liberal government is mak- 
ing enemies left and right, tearing up 
union contracts for government work- 
ers, slashing funding for schools, clos- 
ing hospitals and offering to sell BC 
parks to private corporations. A coali- 
tion of resistance is building toward a 
general strike, while environmental 
organizations and First Nations groups 
promise blockades and direct action 
to defend the land. 

Rather than wasting ink petition- 
ing the corrupt corporate stooges in 
government, get in touch with the 
bold and brave ones holding the line 
against capitalism gone mad. The 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound need an 
army of protesters to help inspect 
logging sites and take action. Come 
visit and join in. 

For more information, contact 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound, Box 489, 
Tofino, BC VOR 2Z0, Canada; (250) 
725-4218; www.ancientrainforest.org. 


Dust Buries China 

Late Winter and early Spring 
now regularly feature dust bowls 
above northern China that dwarf 
those of the Great Depression years 
in the US. 

While dust storms in China are 
nothing new, the size and fre- 
quency of these events are unprec- 
edented, with as many as a dozen 
now occurring in a single year. The 
big ones blot out daylight in the 
capital and destroy crops through- 
out hundreds of thousands of acres. 

Climate experts at the Washing- 
ton, DC-based Earth Policy Insti- 
tute (EP1) warn that the effects will 
include the total destruction of 
ecosystems, the desertification of 
tens of millions of acres and fam- 
ine affecting so many people that it 
could have significant impacts on 
food security around the world. 
According to EPI, “No country has 
ever faced a potential ecological 
catastrophe on this scale.” 

Culprits include over-cultivation, 
grazing, logging and over-pump- 
ing of groundwater. 

Cutting Sequoia Monument 

Giant sequoias are the fattest 
trees in the world and an evolu- 
tionary remnant from another age. 
Recognizing this fragile national 
treasure, the Sequoia National 
Monument was created in 2000, 
to protect sequoias and their sur- 
rounding ecosystem. 

However, under a new plan pro- 
posed by the US Forest Service, the 
Sequoia National Monument may 
see more intensive logging than 
the national forest outside it. The 
excuses for logging are absurd: 100- 
year-old trees that "need thinning" 
to open the forest up to sunlight in 
order to produce more old-growth 
trees. They also claim it is for fire 
protection even though these for- 
ests are fire dependent. The real 
reason, of course, is to satisfy the 
desires of a local Sierra Forest Prod- 
ucts mill. 




How DO YOU SAY THAT? 

Clayoquot KLA-kwuht 

Iisaak EE-sack 


Nuu-chah-nulth nuh-CHAH-nooth 
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Corporate fish Farming 

flocaL Resistance in Nuxatk ^ezzitotu 


BY SnAGGLETOOTH 

"Our indigenous inherent right to har- 
vest fish is going to be privatized and the 
elimination of the Aboriginal fisheries 
has begun. The situation has now 
become equivalent to the 
time when the buffalo 
were being wiped out 
on the prairies... 


pansion of fish farms, due to public 
concern over the lack of research into 
the impacts on wild fish and the envi- 
ronment. During the seven years of the 
moratorium, the federal Depart- 
ment of Fisheries 
and Oceans did 
little to study 



Without the buf- 
falo, the plains peoples 
were at the mercy of the 
colonial government and leftwith no other 
option but to sign an agreement, which 
was to supposedly insure their survival 
and their rights... Without the salmon, a 
critical part of our traditional economy, 
our culture and identity will disappear. " 

— Simon Reece, Tsimshian/Cree, Redwire 

Magazine , Vol. 5, Issue 1, 2002 

An Atlantic salmon 
hatchery is currently un- 
der construction at Ocean 
Falls, British Columbia 
(BC), Canada. Ocean Falls 
is located off of Dean Chan- 
nel in the mid-Pacific coast 
region of BC and is only acces- 
sible by boat or float plane. 

On December 1, Nuxalk Hereditary 
Chief Snuxyaltwa, accompanied by 
Nuxalk youth and others, blockaded 
the entrance to the hatchery's con- 
struction site for more than two hours 
until they were allowed entry. They 
presented a letter from Nuxalk heredi- 
tary chiefs stating their opposition to 
fish farms and telling the owner, 
Omega, to leave the territory. 

In 1995, the provincial government 
of BC placed a moratorium on the ex- 


the environmental im- 
pacts of fish farms. Instead, 
the fish farm industry and BC gov- 
ernment have controlled the aquacul- 
ture research agenda with an almost 
singular focus on applied research that 
lowers costs and raises productivity. 

Despite the lack of environmental 
studies, the government lifted the mora- 
torium in September, and construction 


applications pending for fish farms in 
this region signal the northward thrust 
of the industry into less-developed 
areas. The hatchery, if completed, 
would provide salmon smolts to those 
new farms. 

On December 16, 50 people traveled 
to Ocean Falls in 15 small fishing boats 
from the neighboring Nuxalk and 
Heiltsuk communities of Bella Coola, 
Bella Bella and Shearwater. People let 
themselves into the Omega construc- 
tion site by lifting the locked gate off its 
hinges. After viewing the company's 
destruction of the area, Snuxyaltwa 
stood on some rubble and said, 
"We are not protesters; we are 
protectors. It is our duty and 
obligation to protect Mother 
Earth. This farm is a threat to our 
way of life. . . We have to stop this 
no matter what it takes." 

People dismantled a newly poured 
concrete form, spilling the cement, and 
disrupting construction. Their message 
sent, the people returned home. 

The Heiltsuk are also pre- 
paring a legal challenge 
to the Ocean Falls 
hatchery. 



began on the 
Ocean Falls hatch 
ery in October. The 
hatchery is being built by 
Omega, a subsidiary of the Norwegian 
multinational corporation Pan Fish. 

There are more than 100 fish farms 
currently operating in BC, mainly lo- 
cated farther south around Vancouver 
Island. The Ocean Falls fish hatchery 
construction and the additional 100 


A pioneer in salmon farming, Nor- 
way remains the world's leader in 
the industry despite a history of prob- 
lems. In the early 1970s, a near 
collapse of the industry, due to un- 
controllable disease among the fish, 
prompted the government to tighten 
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controls on production and expan- 
sion. Twenty Norwegian rivers have 
been poisoned with rotenone since 
1981 to eradicate a salmon parasite, 
resulting in the death of nearly all 
the river wildlife. In August 1998, 40 
percent of all fish farms in Norway 
were shut down and millions of fish 
were slaughtered to halt the spread 
of infectious salmon anemia, an in- 
curable disease. 

The 1984 elections in Canada 
brought in a government that en- 
couraged foreign investment, and 
Norwegian companies, eager to ex- 
pand but restricted at home, found 
support for their industry in western 
Canada. In BC, by 1985 salmon farm- 
ing grew to 100 companies operating 
185 coastal farm sites. The small busi- 
nesses of 1985 are now consolidated 
into 15 companies that comprise the 
BC Salmon Farmers Association, 
dominated by five multinationals. 

The salmon farmed in BC today 
are primarily an exotic Atlantic spe- 
cies. Young salmon are reared in 
freshwater hatcheries and then 
moved to sea cages to grow to 
market size. A typical fish farm com- 
prises 10 to 30 cages, each contain- 
ing an average of 20,000 fish. Net 
"walls" lead to frequent escapes. Es- 
caped Atlantic salmon have been 
found in more than 80 rivers along 
the coast. This introduction of a 
non-native salmon species poses 
many serious risks for the native 
populations: disease transfer, para- 
sites like sea lice and the threat of 
out-competing the wild species. 

The impact of sea lice on native 
salmon populations has already 
proven the unacceptable risks of fish 
farming. Sea lice populations explode 
around fish farms, thus posing seri- 
ous threats to wild fish whose migra- 
tion routes pass nearby. 

In June 2001, ocean-bound juve- 
nile pink salmon were infested with 
sea lice in an area of BC's heaviest 
concentration of fish farms, the 
Broughton Archipelago. Of the 
nearly four million pink salmon ex- 
pected to return in 2002, less than 
150,000 actually did. Initial studies 
indicate more than 400 million 
smolts may have died as a result of 
the sea lice outbreak. If the farms in 
this area are not closed, the entire 
pink salmon population in these 
rivers is at risk of extinction. 


The density of salmon in the ocean 
net cages is devastating. Pollution 
from antibiotics, pesticides and con- 
centrated fish sewage flows directly 
into the water. Everything immedi- 
ately underneath these pens is killed, 
and it is unknown what the long- 
term impacts will be for the wider 
ocean ecosystem. 

On January 15, fish farming oppo- 
nents held a day of international 
protest. Protectors and protesters gath- 
ered at the Pan Fish offices in Hong 
Kong, China, Seattle, Washington, and 
Campbell River, BC. In Vancouver, 
more than 50 people congregated at 
the Norwegian Consulate, and in Ham- 
burg, Germany, a dozen protested at 
the Den norske Bank, the largest share- 
holder in Pan Fish. 



Nuxalk Chief Sximana speaking at the 
Omega fish farm protest in Seattle 


In Ocean Falls, 200 people and 30 
boats, including indigenous peoples, 
environmental groups, local com- 
mercial fishers and others protested 
at the construction site. In no uncer- 
tain terms, they stated that they will 
fight this hatchery until it is perma- 
nently shut down. 

For more information, contact the 
House of Smayusta, POB 8, Bella 
Coola, BC V0T ICO, Canada; 
www.nuxalk.org; Forest Action Net- 
work, POB 625, Bella Coola, BC V0T 
ICO, Canada; www.fanweb.org; 
Redwire Magazine, c/o EYA, Box 34097, 
Station D, Vancouver, BC V6J 4M1, 
Canada; www.redwiremag.com. 

Snaggletooth is an anarchist who lives 
in Nuxalk Nation Territory in the Bella 
Coola valley. 


6c>N£S 


Poaching Poachers 

It is open season on poachers 
and timber smugglers in the north- 
east Indian state of Assam, where 
the United Peoples Democratic 
Solidarity group issued shoot-to- 
kill orders in January. 

Kaziranga National Park is a 
United Nations World Heritage 
Site and one of the last wild areas 
in eastern India. It is inhabited by 
the world's largest population of 
one-horned rhinoceroses, as well 
as tigers, elephants and panthers. 

Poachers regularly kill up to a 
dozen rhinos a year. The area has 
long suffered from timber and min- 
eral extraction in addition to sugar 
cane farming by people from out- 
side the area. 

Fed up with the loss of sover- 
eignty and destruction of the 
Earth, members of the indigenous 
Karbi tribe now patrol areas around 
the park and threaten outsiders 
who kill animals or cut down trees 
with death. Guilty locals get to 
keep their lives, but receive a flog- 
ging and a hefty fine. 

Nuke Whistleblowers 

For years, US nuclear power pro- 
ponents have been embarrassed by 
the total lack of facilities to dispose 
of nuclear waste. Then Congress 
stepped in last year to answer their 
"out of sight, out of mind" dreams. 
Despite the objections of Nevada's 
politicians and residents, Congress 
approved an underground nuclear 
waste storage facility at Yucca 
Mountain in July. 

It turns out that Congress made 
its decision to approve the facility 
based on tampered data. Two De- 
partment of Energy whistleblowers 
have presented evidence that re- 
veals significant problems with 
worker qualifications, data collec- 
tion and quality, software compli- 
cations, quality assurance and 
accountability. 

Congressional investigations of 
the incident are expected this year. 


March-April 2003 Earth First! Page 31 




A pack of defiant 
wolf pups to the 
fifth graders at 
Wisconsin's 
Trempealeau El- 
ementary School 
who marched into 
the school cafete- 
ria clutching metal 
silverware in pro- 
test of the school 
district's switch to 
plastic utensils. 

After learning that WVJ disposable utensils end 
up in landfills, the students launched a cam- 

paign to reverse the district's decision. The students de- 
clared their victory on December 9, after protesting and 
lobbying teachers, peers and parents. Even though the 
switch to plastic would save $4,500 a year, students were 
able to change the minds of the school board members 
with their love for the Earth. 

A wolf who knows where you sleep to the cyber activ- 
ists who created the "John Poindexter Awareness Office" 
in response to Poindexter's Information Awareness Office 
at the Pentagon (see EF!J January-February 2003). 


Wolves and Poodles 


Poindexter's controversial project purports to find "terror- 
ists" by giving the government the power to access informa- 
tion about anyone it wants, whenever it wants. 

Activists set up a website dedicated to gathering infor- 
mation about Poindexter's life from credit card bills to 
medical files, the location of his house to what brand of 
potato chips he purchases — giving him a taste of his own 
medicine. Take that Poindexter! 

Even the Senate can see that it isn't worth all the time and 
money this program will spend. Recently the Senate decided 
to withhold funding for the Total Information Awareness 
program until the Department of Defense can prove that 
there is a serious risk to national security that exists 
without this program. 

A US-go-to-hell wolf to the Middle Eastern 
people who are boycotting US corporations 
including McDonald's, Burger King, Marlboro, 
Coca-Cola, Tide, Starbucks and Heinz. The 
boycott has caused these corporations and 
others a 25-40 percent drop in sales in the 
Middle East. A Kentucky Fried Chicken 
(KFC) outlet in Cairo, Egypt, was torched 
by university students in protest, and 
another in Tripoli, Tunisia, was bombed. 

In Syria, the government formally en- 
dorsed the boycott campaign. In Morocco, 
newspapers such as L'economiste and Assabah have 
launched a campaign against the US dollar, urging Mo- 
roccans to use the euro in business deals instead. Two of 
the six McDonald's locations in Jordan were shut down 
due to lack of business, and KFC and McDonald's branches 
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in the capital city of Oman reported that sales had fallen 
by 65 percent. 

A never-givin-up-tree-dwellin' wolf to all the support- 
ers and treesitters who have helped with the Winberry 
treevillage, now celebrating its fourth year of occupation 
in the Willamette National Forest near Eugene, Oregon. 
January 17 marked the fourth anniversary of resistance 
against Roseburg Forest Products, who is cutting old- 
growth forests throughout Oregon. Forest defenders re- 
main hopeful that at least 300 acres will be saved due to the 
presence of red tree voles and a rare lichen species. 

A Tasmanian devil of a wolf to the rooster in 
Zamboanga, Philippines, who decided to fight back 
against the cruel institution of cockfighting. The rooster 
was set loose to fight in the arena, but this time, it turned 
and attacked its handler. Using the razor sharp steel 
spikes that were strapped to its legs 
for the fight, the rooster sliced 
the man's groin and legs. The 
stunned audience of gam- 
blers watched as the man 
bled to death. 

A limp poodle in the 
jaws of a wild fox to 
Michael H. Darnell, Fox 
Network's vice 
president for alterna- 
tive programming, 
who recently created 
a one-hour television 
"reality special" based 
upon the exploitation of ani- 
mals. Darnell's show, "Man vs. Beast" featured a hot-dog 
eating competition between a man and a 1,080-pound 
wild bear. It also had an airplane pulling contest between 
50 people that Fox labeled as "midgets" and an 8,800- 
pound elephant. 

A great big pile of fresh poodle poop to supposed "anti- 
SUV activist" Ariana Huffington for denouncing activ- 
ists who smeared sport utility vehicles in Georgetown, 
Maryland, with a load of poopy surprises. In response, 
Huffington, who recently launched a nationwide advertis- 
ing campaign against driving SUVs, turned around and 
told the media that, "If this is a domestic terrorist group, 
like the Earth Liberation Front, they could be very danger- 
ous. The FBI should be involved." Huffington contin- 
ued, "I don't think it's cute — just like Ted Kaczynski 
wasn't cute." 

A war-supporting, gas-guzzling, high-pol- 
luting poodle to the creators and pur- 
chasers of the new $50,000 Hummer 2 — 
including San Francisco Bay area resident 
Sam Bernstein, who says, "I'm a Sierra 
Club member. You can be environmentally 
friendly and drive a Hummer." Bernstein 
claims he does this by avoiding paper cups. 

The three-ton Hummer comes complete 
with hood handles designed for helicopter 
transport. It can ford rivers and power over boulders and 
logs, yet it only gets 10 miles to the gallon and most often 
never leaves the suburbs. The Hummer 2 is said to be "the 
only SUV to date that can drop and give you 20." 
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Direct Action from Around the Globe 


News from the Underground is a 
monthly roundup of action reports 
and forthcoming events in North 
America and the World. 



F ight War Not Wars 


Ten million people demonstrated opposi- 
tion to war in 38 countries worldwide over 
the weekend coinciding with the 12th anni- 
versary of the Gulf War, January 18-19. 

Around 500,000 people rallied in Wash- 
ington DC to say no to war with Iraq. 
Speakers evoked the memory of Martin 
Luther King in calling for a world without 
violence and said that Bush was killing the 
American way of life in this war for oil. 

A massive protest was held in San Fran- 
cisco with 350,000 people. A large anti-capi- 
talist group broke away from the main 
march and went through the financial cen- 
ter smashing windows and graffiting the San 
Francisco Chronicle building, the British 
Consulate, CitiCorp, the Immigration & 
Naturalization Service building, Starbucks, 
and Victoria’s Secret. There were two con- 
firmed arrests. 

In Portland, OR, 30,000 people gathered 
against war. A few activists skipped the 
march and smashed up a local military re- 
cruitment center. Additional demos in the 
US were reported in Yorba Linda, CA, 
Montpelier, VT, Charlottesville, VA, Madi- 
son, WI, Rockford, IL, Albuquerque, NM, 
Denton County, TX, Salt Lake City, UT, 
and Spokane, WA. 

Tens of thousands of people joined 
marches, demonstrations and rallies in over 
30 events across Canada. The larger dem- 
onstrations included 25,000 in Montreal, 
15,000 in Vancouver, and 7,000 in Halifax, 
Toronto and Saskatoon! 

In Mexico, there were mobilizations 
against the war and the embargo against Iraq. 


Protests took place both in Mexico City and 
at the international bridge between Mexico 
and the US near Ciudad Juarez and Chihua- 
hua, with US groups meeting them from the 
other side of the border. Other demonstra- 
tions took place in Argentina, Peru, Ecua- 
dor, Guatemala and Brazil. 

In the UK, there were protests in Scotland, 
and the British cities of London, Liverpool, 
Bradford, Glasgow, Cambridge, and Cardiff 
where people blocked roads. The North wood 
military base in London was surrounded by 
demonstrators, and a candlelit vigil was held 
at Trafalger Square. Train engineers refused 
to transport war material. The Rainbow War- 
rior entered Marchwood Military port in 
Southampton and blocked the departure of 
military supply vessels. These actions high- 
light the broad opposition to war among 
America’s “staunchest ally.” 

Around 2,000 people protested at Shan- 
non airport in Ireland, where a righteous 
Mary Kelly was arrested for taking a 
hatchet to the nose cone of a C40 US Navy 
transport plane. (See address on next page.) 

Anti-war protests literally spanned the 
globe, including demonstrations in Hong 
Kong, Russia, Philippines, Australia, In- 
donesia, New Zealand, Japan, South Ko- 
rea, Germany, Austria, Ireland, Italy, The 
Netherlands, Brussels, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, Hungary, Egypt, Turkey, Pakistan, 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Spain, France, Ice- 
land, and even Antarctica’s McMurdo Sta- 
tion! There were also popular demonstra- 
tions in Bahrain and Baghdad, Iraq. 

Anti-war actions continued next page 


Cascadia 

Summer 

2003 

In light of the all out war being currently 
waged on our public forests and environ- 
mental protections by George W. Bush and 
the timber industry, forest defenders 
throughout the Cascadia region (Washing- 
ton, Oregon, Northern California and 
southern British Columbia) are organizing 
a campaign this Summer. They are issuing 
a call to action to all concerned individu- 
als and organizations requesting their aid 
during the upcoming 
summer months. 

The Cascadia Sum- 
mer 2003 campaign 
is made up of a di- 
verse group of conser- 
vationists fighting to 
protect forests, streams, 
and wildlife. We recognize and value 
strength in diversity of tactics. During Cas- 
cadia Summer, activists will be engaging 
in a wide-range of tactics from civil dis- 
obedience, tree-sits, public outreach in ur- 
ban and rural areas, lawsuits, political pres- 
sure, and popular education. Trainings in 
direct action, civil disobedience, blockad- 
ing, legal issues, tree climbing, and much 
much more will be provided. 

Feel free to contact us if you have further 
questions. Check out our website at 
www.cascadiasummer.org. For more infor- 
mation, contact us at (503) 241-4879 or 
info @ cascadiasummer.org. 
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Who, what, when, where and how? 


Well here it is, the first issue of Notes from 
the Underground (formerly know as Earth 
First! 's Action Update). It has taken a bit of 
time to get it up and running, but we think 
it is important for there to be a monthly 
newsletter that covers the world of direct 
action. There has been a noticeable decrease 
in mainstream media reports about direct 
action, particularly since both the ELF and 
ALF spokespeople stepped down within the 
past year. 

So here is our plan. Working with the 
Earth First! Journal and other sources of 
action news, a bunch of ex-joumalistas will 
crank out a monthly tabloid including as 
many stories about direct action as will fit. 
Our intent is to cover actions that put the 
Earth first, fight for animals, support indig- 
enous rights, and describe revolutionary 
hijinx. We do not plan to cover the philoso- 
phy behind the actions, but rather the nitty- 
gritty of the dirty deed. 

At this point the only things that will limit 


us are space and money. Since we are mad 
and compulsive volunteers this paper will 
need to get enough subscribers and donations 
to merely cover printing costs or, unfortu- 
nately, it will fail. So if you want to support 
us in our efforts, subscribe and donate! 

In today’s world of looming war against 
humans and the environment, it is more im- 
portant than ever to inspire and empower 
people to take matters into their own hands. 
It is vital that every person understands that 
they can act up and that their actions can have 
an impact. By publishing the activities of in- 
dividuals and groups around North America 
and the globe, we hope to encourage more 
people to take more action. We have much 
to learn from the examples of others, so help 
us make this paper work by subscribing and 
by sending us action reports. 

It is shocking how many times we hear 
people moaning about how there are no ac- 
tions going on anymore. Well, put your ear 
to the ground and listen, everyone should 


know that there are actions going on. So get 
out there, get involved, and write about it. 

Our deadline for submissions each issue 
will be the 15 th of the month, and subscrib- 
ers should get the paper by the first of the 
next month. (Next issue out in March). Please 
keep your submissions to under 200 words! 

We are always interested in finding new 
sources of action news, so please write us 
with any ideas you have. We also accept let- 
ters to the editors and announcements about 
upcoming actions and events. We plan to print 
a prisoner page and contact information for 
groups that wish to be listed. Please contact 
us if you want your group listed. 

We realize that there are some actions cov- 
ered in both the EF!J and this newsletter. This 
is intentional, News from the Underground 
will cover subjects that the EF!J, now pub- 
lished bimonthly, will also be covering much 
more in-depth. 

We can be reached at POB 10384, Eugene, 
OR 97440 and news@mckenzieprinters.org. 



Confronting the 
War Machi ne 

On January 15 at 8:30 
a.m., 4 people stood across 
the entrance to the main ac- 
cess road to the base. Two of 
the protestors held a ban- 
ner with a quote from 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.: “The prin- 
ciple of nonviolent 
resistance seeks to rec- 
oncile the truths of two 
opposites — acquiescence and 
violence — while avoiding the extremes 
and immoralities of both.” Meanwhile, the 
two others prayed and cast a circle. After 
several warnings, the police arrested them 
and took them to the police station. They 
were released with a summons to appear 
in court on February 25. They were 
charged with Criminal Trespass, which in 
New Hampshire carries a maximum sen- 
tence of a year in prison and a $ 1 ,000 fine. 

This was the first demonstration against 
the New Boston Air Station in the global 
war machine. The Air Station was targeted 
because of its role in maintaining the U.S. 
Space Command’s global satellite network 
that makes it possible for the Pentagon to 


fire missiles, guide bombs, and give orders 
to soldiers all over the world. 

Arrested were: Ruth McKay, 83, of Con- 
cord, NH, war tax resister, grandmother, 
retired teacher, UCC-Justice and Peace 
Ministry; Lynn R. Chong, 58, of 
Sanbomton, NH, college English teacher, 
mother, statewide coordinator of UCC-Jus- 
tice and Peace Ministry, NH Peace Action 
Steering Committee; Guy Chichester, 67, 
of Rye, NH, co-founder of the Clamshell 
Alliance, Green Party activist, grandfather, 
NH Peace Action Program Committee; and 
Sean Donahue, 28, of Lawrence, MA, Co- 
Director of NH Peace Action. 


Activists Arrested for 
Disarming US Plane 

On February 2, five Catholic Workers/ 
Ploughshares activists cut their way into 
Shannon Airport in Eire and poured hu- 
man blood on the runway that services US 
military flights, troop and munitions 
deployments to US military bases. 

The five constructed a shrine on the 
runway to Iraqi children killed and 
threatened by the Bush/Blair war ma- 
chine and trade sanctions. Then they 
tore up the edge of the runway with a mallet. 
Having severely damaged the runway, the 
activists turned their attention to a hanger 
housing a US Navy plane which was under 
repair. A plane was disarmed, and the hanger 
was dismantled. 

At this point all five activists were arrested. 
Since their arrests, the five have refused to 
cooperate with bail conditions, have initiated 
a fast for peace and a call for mass nonvio- 
lent resistance to Irish complicity in the war 
on Iraq. Please send letters of support to 
Deirdre Clancy, Karen Fallon, Damien 
Moran, Nuin Dunlop, and Ciaron O’Reilly, 
as well as Mary Kelly (arrested at another 
action at Shannon) do Shannon Peace House, 
9 Inis Ealga, Shannon, County Clare, Ireland. 
Please write each activist separately. 
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Green Rage ! 


Greenpeace Dumps Its Load 

Greenpeace and survivors of the world’s 
worst industrial disaster in Bhopal, India 
unloaded 250 kilograms of the poisonous 
waste collected from the disaster scene at 
the largest European operation of Dow 
Chemical in the southern Dutch town of 
Temeuzen on January 8. About 20 activ- 
ists were arrested. 

The hazardous waste was a tiny 
part of the hundreds of tons that 
have been strewn around the 
derelict Union Carbide pesti- 
cide plant in Bhopal that 
killed 8,000 people and in- 
jured half a million. Dow ac- 
quired Union Carbide in Feb- 
ruary 2001. No one has ac- 
cepted responsibility for the 
waste or cleaned up the site. 

Sitter Forced Down, and 
Trees Cut in Jordan Creek 


ELF Torches SUV s in 
Pennsylvania 

The Earth Liberation Front took credit 
for its first action of 2003 with the destruc- 
tion of several SUVs at a Pennsylvania auto 
dealership. A communique received by the 
ELF Press Office claimed the attack on 
SUVs at the Bob Ferrando 
Ford Lincoln Mercury 
in Erie. 

At 5:30 a.m. on 
January 1, the 
Earth Liberation 
Front attacked 
several SUVs. 
At least four ve- 
hicles were en- 
tirely destroyed 
and several others 
sustained heavy 
damage, costing an es- 
timated $90,000. 



Three trees being protected by activists 
in the Jordan Creek watershed in North- 
ern California the “demonstration forest” 
(otherwise known as the DEMON) were 
cut down. This area is residual old growth, 
“class E” marbled murrelet habitat, opened 
up for logging by the Headwaters Deal. 

On January 17, Climber Erik forced a 
sitter out of their treesit with help from 2 
other climbers. The activist was released 
with a trespassing charge. Around 3 p.m., 
Carl Anderson, head of Pacific Lumber 
(PL) security, and a Scotia-Pacific vehicle 
made the rounds in Freshwater and then 
visited the Lower Village to inspect the 
treesits. There, a masked activist went out 
on a traverse and hung upside down, warn- 
ing that as long as PL continued to log ir- 
responsibly in this area, disregard the facts, 
and blatantly ignore the wishes of their 
neighbors, that more treesits, and more 
nonviolent action will target the company. 

Threats loom in Freshwater as trees fall 
closer and closer to the Lower Greenwood 
Heights Treesit Village ! Sitters expand the 
Ewok village daily but desperately need 
more people! Please contact us if you are 
concerned or have questions about how 
you can help save the forest, (707) 845- 
5491 and/or wesavetrees@ziplip.com. 


Nuxalk Nation Attacks 
Corporate Fish Farm 

On December 18, Natives, environmen- 
talists and commercial fishermen stormed 
the construction site for an Atlantic salmon 
hatchery on British Columbia’s central 
coast and tore it apart. Native leaders lik- 
ened introducing Atlantic salmon and para- 
sites and diseases spread by fish farms to 
the arrival of the first traders who spread 
smallpox up and down the coast killing 
90% of the native people in some villages. 
The 60 protesters — who arrived by boat 
from the neighboring communities — tore 
open a gate to the Omega fish hatchery in 
Ocean Falls and ripped down the wooden 
forms for newly poured concrete. “We 
don’t want the fish hatchery. We don’t want 
the fish farms. We mean it,” said Clement 
Lam, of the Forest Action Network, who 
was arrested for ripping down a form. “Our 
ultimate goal is drive all the fish farms out 
of the British Columbia coast.” The 20 fish 
farms operating in the Broughton Archi- 
pelago near Alert Bay are being blamed 
for destroying the pink salmon runs in the 
area. Fewer than 150,000 of the more than 
3.6 million pink salmon that were expected 
actually returned this year. 


Housing Development 
Targeted in Phillv 

In northeast Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 
December 28, urban sprawl and the devel- 
opment of luxury houses were targeted. Con- 
struction vehicles and a show home were 
damaged by “longtime residents of Philadel- 
phia who are tired of seeing the Earth de- 
stroyed for money.” They glued locks, sug- 
ared gas tanks, disconnected hoses, spray 
painted vehicles, and broke windows. 

The letter claiming the action went on to 
say, “We pray the destruction of develop- 
ers in Philadelphia/the suburbs is stopped 
— and that our kids don’t grow up in a 
concrete world, built over ashes of the de- 
stroyed Earth.” 

Although the letter did not claim this as 
an ELF action, graffiti at the housing de- 
velopment site indicates that this might 
have been the work of the ELF. 

Cruise Ships Unwanted in 
Moloka’i 

Confronted with high winds, choppy seas 
and a shore full of protesters, officers 
aboard the luxury liner MS Statendam de- 
cided not to risk shuttling their passengers 
into Moloka’i’s Kaunakakai Harbor. 
Nearly 200 protesters were waiting at the 
harbor for the Holland America liner. They 
held placards saying, “Cruise ships pol- 
lute” and “No aloha for cruise ships.” 

Richard Reed, owner of a charter boat, 
said Moloka’i isn’t ready to be overrun 
by cruise ship visitors. “In Lahaina, one 
ship comes in there and it’s chaos — and 
they’re geared for it. We’re not geared for 
it,” he said. 

A flotilla of four canoes and three small 
boats, each filled with sign-wielding pro- 
testers, was launched to greet the ship. 
Bruhjell said there was no intent to block 
the passenger shutdes — just to get the word 
out that they’re not welcome. He said the 
protesters would return at the next docking. 

Cruise ships discharge harmful chemi- 
cals and alien species from their ballasts, 
and wreck the island’s reefs by dropping 
their anchors and chains off Moloka’i. With 
its limited number of public facilities, in- 
cluding restrooms, the island is ill- 
equipped to accommodate the passengers. 
“People just swarm into town and leave, 
and they really don’t do anything for the 
community,” said resident Nat Bacon. 
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Out of the Cages 


Attack on Novartis 

On the night of January 21-22 
Aktionszusammenschluss fur Erd- und 
Tierbefreiung (amalgamation for “action 
for earth and animal liberation”) attacked 
Novartis Pharma Switzerland in Bern. 
In the entrance area, as well as 
. at the exterior walls, slogans 

• M against the World Economic 
. . >--■ forum and Huntingdon file 

Sciences (HLS) were sprayed, 
"■ windows were broken in the 

■ entrance and a trash can 

was set on lire. 


Beagles Liberated in Italy Chicken Run, the Sequel 

On December 19, the ALF entered the During the hours of New Years Eve and 

home of a kennel volunteer in Modena, well into the following morning, members 
Italy, to liberate 5 beagle puppies that were of the ALF broke into Norfolk Cottage 
on their way to a lab animal farm. These 5 Eggs in Bournemouth and took away 
puppies were originally discovered in No- over 600 battery hens. The 12 
vember near a kennel in Modena. strong team who gained valuable H 

Someone called the police, thinking these experience and are already 
young beagles could be part of the 99 planning further raids en- ^ ■ 

beagles liberated on November 21 from tered the unit via the roof / . 

Morini farm, a notorious lab breeder in Italy, after removing a corru- 1^1 

These 5 dogs had no tattoos, so the judge gated panel and, using [ I / 

ordered a DNA analysis to determine if the improvised ladders 
dogs had come from the Morini farm. The transported the hens in 
dogs were waiting the results of this analy- sacks out and away Si yf'. 
Sis. that could bring them hack to the Morini across adjacent fields to 

hellhole, and were being kept at the house waiting vehicles. Before 

of a kennel volunteer. they left they did some dam- 

The ALF entered the house through a win- age and sprayed the walls with appropri- 
dow, took away the dogs and spray painted, ate messages. 

Breeder’s Home Burns 

Italy ALF Liberates Minks ALF claims responsibility for burning 
On December 19 the ALF entered a mink down a house at Wema-Hund, Sweden’s 
farm in Galeata , Forll (Italy), to open cages only private breeder of dogs for vivisec- 
and free animals. One hundred meters of tion. Two incendiary devices were planted 
fence were cut, and then the cages were in the house. The wooden house was to- 
opened. Many pens were empty, because tally burned down; no animals were injured 
the killing had already begun. Pyres of by the fire, 
mink corpses could be seen burning. Four 
sheds full of minks were liberated before 
the farmer unexpectedly arrived, but the 
activists had a lookout and left the place 
with no problems. 

In their communique they said some 
graffiti from a previous action was still vis- 
ible! In fact, in October 2001 the ALF lib- 
erated 10,000 minks from the same farm. 


Arson Attack 
on Hunt 


Animal 

ists look to be the prime 
suspects following a night 
of fires and desecration in Stocking 
Pelham, England. 

“Fox killers” was scrawled in red paint 
over the village church, and a nearby ani- 
mal feed business, which supplies the 
Puckeridge Hunt, was razed to the ground 
in a £250,000 (US $41 1 ,700) blaze during 
the early hours of December 29. 

Police and fire experts have launched an 
inquiry into what happened just days after 
the Puckeridge Hunt’s Boxing Day meet 
at Brent Pelham. “It’s being treated as sus- 
picious at this stage,” said a Herts police 
spokeswoman. “We are investigating a pos- 
sible link with an anti-hunt slogan that was 
painted on a nearby church.” 

Graffiti on the church steps was found 
by someone going to a service on Sunday 
morning. The paint was still wet. 

The heat from the burning building was 
said to be extraordinary. You could not get 
within 50 feet of the building; it was ablaze 
from end to end. There was nothing 
firefighters could do 

Unfortunately 

1 Ti §gy- the fa rm ’s 

' m ” ’ tabby cat, has not 

been seen since. 


On January 6, members of the ALF 
smashed 2 windows at the home of chin- 
chilla fur farmer Henry Ymevik in Uppsala, 
Sweden. On January 17, 2 windows were 
smashed at his house again and another 2 
were damaged. 

The chinchilla fur farmer has said he is 
prepared to sell the remaining chinchil- 
las and close his farm if they turn in the 
In the early hours of December 21, the ALF and also pay for all criminal dam- 
ALF raided a turkey supplier in Wales, sav- age done to him. 
ing the lives of 84 turkeys. Activists gained 
entry to one shed by breaking through a roof M|H 
ami unl-vkiiic the NMvroom. fltcn 

turke> s 

vans and driven to safety. 

For many animals Christmas means tor- 
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Revolting Times 


WSF Ends with Police 
Brutality 

Brazilian Police did what police do best 
when they violently attacked protesters 
and bystanders on the last day of the 
World Social Forum (WSF), January 31. 
It started when a Mapuche woman who 
was attending the WSF and staying at the 
international youth camp was arrested and 
charged with “obscene acts” for bathing 
nude in a river. Four hundred people pro- 
tested by taking their clothes off in soli- 
darity. When the nude protest left the 
youth camp to march downtown the po- 
lice attacked. After injuring and arresting 
some of the nude protesters, the police 
lashed out at journalists and bystanders. 
An unknown number of people were 
hospitalized or arrested as a result of 
the police assault. 

At the end of a week of rhetoric 
about international solidarity this is a 
disgraceful example of intolerance. 
Unfortunately, this police repression 
is consistent with past years when- 
ever groups have protested without 
the WSF and consent of the Work- 
ers Party (PT). In protest of the PT’s 
authoritarian dominance of Brazilian so- 
cial movements and Lula’s trip to Davos, 
a Brazilian anarchist pied the President of 
the PT during the WSF. 

Indigenous Abduct Oil 
Workers in Ecuador 

On December 5, a group of indigenous 
Achuar people from Ecuador’s Pastaza Prov- 
ince abducted 8 Ecuadorian workers from the 
fuel exploration firm Compama General de 
Combustibles to protest their presence on 
Achuar land. The Achuar released all eight 
over the December 15 weekend following a 
week of negotiations between representatives 
of the community, the Ecuadorian govern- 
ment and the company. 

Meanwhile, the Argentine company 
Techint, which is building a new heavy crude 
pipeline through Ecuador, has offered a 
$40,000 reward for information leading to 
the whereabouts of two pipeline workers kid- 
napped last October. The company paid a 
ransom, but John Buckley of Britain and Luis 
Diaz of Ecuador have yet to be released. 


Anarchists Occupy Nuke Roadblocks in Bolivia 


At 8 a.m. on January 6, protesters per- 
forming a media stunt involving a dragon 
attacking actors dressed as nuclear techni- 
cians and security guards outside the fences 
of the facility were let in by a lone security 
guard in Brisbane, Australia. 

As the “Dragon” crossed the road, the 
single security guard unlocked the main 
gate. Protesters assumed some agreement 
had been negotiated, and 20 people (includ- 
ing the corporate media) entered the 


On January 13, people using rocks and 
tree trunks launched a national roadblock 
campaign in opposition to colonial capi- 
talism. The traffic between Santa Cruz and 
Cochabamba was interrupted and on the 
Oruro a la Paz highway, 6,000 retired work- 
ers walked 150 kilometers to La Paz. The 
government has deployed 10,000 military 
and police personnel to control the Santa 
Cruz highway. 

The principal demands of this wave of 
mobilizations are: 

• The rejection of the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas (FTAA) 

• The rejection of the sale of Bolivian 
gas to the US and Chile 

The rejection of the presence of for- 
eign troops in Bolivia 

• An immediate pause of the coca 
eradication program; land reform 

(the return of land from the large 
estate holders) 

• The rejection of the export of 
subterranean water in the Bolivia- 
Chile trade agreement being cur- 
rently negotiated 

• Rent control for retired Bolivians 

• The approval of the Domestic 
Workers law 

Bolivian civil organizations also demand 
that the government negotiate with them 
as a group, not sector by sector. 

Detention Camp Breakout 

A small group wearing balaclavas have 
helped asylum seekers escape from the 
Woomera detention center in South Aus- 
tralia, attacking and injuring two security 
officers. Three of the escapees were from 
Iran, 2 from Afghanistan and one from 
Iraq. 

The small group of 4 or 5 used a large 
car jack to open fencing to reach the de- 
tainees. They rescued the detainees from 
the complex in two cars. 

The liberators attacked detention offic- 
ers with tire levers. One officer was hit in 
the legs, the other in the chest. When the 
officers tried to stop the cars from escap- 
ing, they were nearly run down. 

Roadblocks were in place on main high- 
ways, with officers stopping vehicles and 
asking the public for assistance. 
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ground of Steritech’s nuclear food irradia- 
tion site. Protesters continued their theatre 
performance, and then occupied the 
nuclear material containment pool room 
area. At no time did the security make an 
attempt in either word or deed to stop them. 

After half an hour the security guards 
locked the gates and refused to let out the 
remaining 15 people, until police arrived. 
Some protesters got out by creating holes 
in the fence, or climbing over the fence. 
Police eventually allowed protesters the 
option of leaving, despite protestations of 
security guards who “wanted everyone to 
be arrested.” Six people climbed the walls 
of the containment area, hoisting flags and 
banners, and refused to leave. 

They made a statement to the effect that 
they were “community health and safety 
inspectors” and found the site to be “un- 
safe” and “insecure” and would occupy the 
site and reopen it as a community center 
for the Deception Bay youth. They ob- 
served that the walls in the containment 
area were already cracked. 


Announcements 
and Upcoming Events 


Wvmmins Strike 

International Wymmin’s Day, March 8. 
See www.womenstrike8m.serverlOI.com. 

Southern Girls Convention 

This year’s Convention will be held in 
the Swannanoa Valley just outside 
Asheville, NC, on the campus of Warren 
Wilson College March 14-16. Sleeping 
and eating accommodations will be avail- 
able on campus. A full registration form 
and original flyer is available if you send 
an e-mail to kimbopaloobop@aol.com. 
More information is available at 
www.southemgirlsconvention.org. 

3rd Annual Vernal 
Action Camp 

March 10-16, Willamette National 
Forest near Eugene, Oregon 

Fun skill-sharing workshops ranging from 
direct action training to primitive skills to 
wilderness first aid. Come prepared for cold/ 
wet weather. Some food provided, but 
please be as self-sufficient as possible. 

For more information, contact Cascadia 
Forest Defenders atforestdefenders@tao.ca 
or (54 1)684-8977. 

Resisters Guide 

Homes Not Bombs is preparing an ac- 
cessible guide for resisters who either de- 
fend themselves in court or work in con- 
cert with lawyers, and it is calling on people 
to send relevant information. 

An understanding of case law based on 
court victories can help activists plan future 
actions with an eye to expanding the param- 
eters of protest that have already been es- 
tablished in legal precedents — in other 
words, employing some of the system’s 
loosely connected and little-known protec- 
tions of protest to their best use. 

If you can, please send references to case 
law victories, important pieces of case law 
used in defence, stories about how resist- 
ers have prepared for and survived the court 
process, any stories and analysis that might 
be helpful to fellow resisters, etc. to Homes 
Not Bombs at POB 73620, 509 St. Clair 
Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario, M6C ICO 
Canada; (416) 651-5800. 


Earth First! Northwest 
Regional Rendezvous 

May 23-27, location TBA, somewhere 
in the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion . 

Join us Memorial Day weekend for edu- 
cation, action and fun as we get ready to 
face a heated summer of defense in the Pa- 
cific Northwest. (See Cascadia Summer 
2003 announcement on the frontpage.) The 
weekend will be full of workshops, skills 
shares and strategy sessions including 
climbing and ropes, natural medicine and 
birth control, backwoods skills, global jus- 
tice, coalition building, prison support, 
Siskiyou geobiology, wildemess/city medic, 
legal, corporate campaigning, civil disobe- 
dience and so on, all amidst the extraordi- 
nary mountains of the Klamath-Siskiyou. 

For more information, contact 
nwregional @ mazamaforestdefense.org. 

Ethan Miller Touring 

Ethan is an activist singer/songwriter 
from Maine. He played at the EF! RRR 
this past summer. He’ll be touring the West 
Coast in March, with Kate Boverman. 
They are seeking more gigs. 

Contact Ethan Miller at 217 South Moun- 
tain Rd., Greene, ME 04236; (207) 946- 
4478; www.ethan.jedcenter.org. 

Roam with the Buffalo 

The Buffalo Field Campaign is the only 
group working in the field, everyday, to 
stop the slaughter of Yellowstone’s wild 
buffalo. Volunteers defend the buffalo and 
advocate for their protection. Join daily pa- 
trols to stand with the buffalo. 

Actions are currently taking shape for the 
spring when more buffalo tend to roam 
onto National Forests outside the Park. Last 
spring the DOL killed 1 52 buffalo in April 
and May. 

Delicious meals are provided for any di- 
etary choice. We have outdoor gear to keep 
you warm and mobile. We can train you in 
nonviolence, video documentation, the 
current legal situation, and any other skills 
shared by our volunteers. 

Find out more at www.wildrockies.org/ 
buffalo or e-mail buffalo@wildrockies.org 
or give us a call at (406) 646-0070. 



EF! RRR in Minnesota 

Mark your calendars. The annual Earth 
First! Round River Rendezvous is in Min- 
nesota June 26-30. The dates may be ex- 
tended. Location TBA. 

Katuah Earth First! 

Regional Campout 

March 21-24, location TBA, some- 
where in Southern Appalachia. 

For more information, contact john at 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net or (423) 949-5922 

X-RAIDED 2003 
Eco-Erotica Calendar 

This homemade, hand-bound calendar 
includes tastefully done pictures of south- 
ern eco-warriors caught in some uncom- 
promising positions! That’s right, nekkid 
monkey wrenching! Ecodefense au natu- 
ral! Wild men and wild wimmin, at work, 
in the nude, defending Mother Earth ! 

This naturist calendar also includes all 
sorts of arcane information borrowed from 
the infamous Slingshot Organizer, as well 
as some originals. Meteor showers are 
listed all year long. 

The X-RAIDED 2003 Calendar was de- 
signed by Bad Hair Day Productions in ca- 
hoots with Katuah Earth First!. Proceeds 
from the calendar will go to Katuah Earth 
First! and help fund their efforts to save wild 
nature in Southern Appalachia. 

Cost: $10-20 sliding scale (please throw 
in extra for postage if paying the low end). 
Send checks, well-concealed cash or 
money orders to Katuah Earth First!, POB 
281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 or e-mail 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net if you would like 
more information. 

Please send us your favorite naked 
monkey wrenching or nude protest pictures 
so that we can include them in the 2004 
edition. Keep it anonymous! 
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Prisoners in Struggle 


Animal Liberation 

• Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Patrick Haugh Rd, Amcott, 
Bicester, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, England. 
He has just been sentenced to an additional 
five years for his role in an ALF arson at- 
tack on abbatoir vehicles. As well as serv- 
ing sentences of three years for assaulting 
the managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences and 1 8 months for rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier. 

The following are facing prison sentences 
for alleged property destruction at the home 
of a Marsh Insurance executive in New York 
City on April 21, 2002, during the World 
Week for Animals in Laboratories. 

• Jennifer Greenberg, #3100201610, 
Rose M. Singer Center, 1919 Hazen St, 
East Elmherst, NY 1 1370, USA. Sentenced 
to one year. 

• Joshua Schwartz, #310020161 1, 
NYSID#1900738L, EMTC, 1010 Hazen 
St, East Elmherst, NY 11370, USA. Sen- 
tenced to one year. 

In Britain, three more Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) activists have 
been imprisoned for criminal damage. 

• Jonny Ablewhite, HMP Belmarsh, 
Western Way, Thamesland, London SE28 
OEB; England. Sentenced to nine months. 

• Gillian Bradley, HMP Highpoint, 
Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 
9YG; England. Sentenced to nine months. 

• Sarah Gisborne, HMP Highpoint, 
Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 
9YG; England. Sentenced to one year. 

• Nathan Brasfield #202044100, King 
County Regional Justice Center Detention 
Facility, 620 West James St, Kent, WA 
98032, USA. He is remanded for felony 
theft of a telecommunications service. 

• Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 
5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for harassment of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences’ shareholders. 

• Peter Schnell, #99476-1 11, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY 10963, 
USA. Serving 14 months for assembling 
incendiary devices with the intent to later 
target dairy trucks. 

• Geert Waegemans, Gevangenis 
Hoogstraten, Gelnelstraat 131,2320 
Hoogstraten, Belgium. Serving four years 
for attempted arson. 


Anti-Globalization 

• Rob Middaugh, #T41137 450 13up, 
ASP, POB 9, Avenal, CA 93204. Serving 
three years for his involvement in the May- 
day 2001 Reclaim the Streets celebrations 
in Long Beach, California. 

Ecodefense 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radiation 
around Chernobyl is worse than what the 
government had reported. 

• Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon, Switzerland. Extradited to 
Switzerland to serve 10 years for destroy- 
ing nuclear facility powerlines in the ‘70s 
and ’80s. 

• Carol Gilbert, Jackie Hudson and 
Ardeth Platte, Clear Creek County Jail, 
POB 5 1 8, Georgetown, 

CO 80444, USA. These 
three Dominican nuns 
are facing charges of 
sabotage and destruc- 
tion of government 
property for damaging 
nuclear missile trans- 
port equipment. They 
each face up to 30 years 
in prison. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, 

Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 

San Roque, Apdo. 

250,3 1080-Irunez- 
Pamplona, Navarra, 

Spain. Serving five 
years for sabotaging a dam construction site. 

• Jeff “Free” Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. He 
is appealing his 22-year sentence for ar- 
son at a car dealership. 

• Craig “Critter” Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson and 
possession of incendiary devices to torch 
pick-up trucks and SUVs. 

• Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for disarm- 
ing a Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to offi- 
cials with bullets inside, and robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 


Indigenous 

• Eric Wildcat Hall. #BL-5355, Unit I/A 
10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, USA. 
Serving 35-75 years for helping ship arms 
to Central American indigenous activists. 

• Lawrence Pascal, POB 820, Kamloops, 
British Columbia V2C 5M9, Canada. An 
environmental and indigenous sovereignty 
activist, he has been imprisoned since July 
for blocking logging trucks. 

• Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. An 
American Indian Movement activist, 
Leonard is serving life in prison after be- 
ing framed for the murder of two FBI 
agents during the Pine Ridge siege in 1975. 

• Byron Shane Chubbuck, #07909051, 
US Penetintiary, POB 1000, Leavenworth 
Kansas, 66048; Currently serving 80 years 
at Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, es- 
cape and bank robbery to funnel money to 
the Zapatista National Liberation Army. 

MOVE 

The “MOVE 9,” 
members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, 
were framed for the 
murder of a cop and 
sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although 
many are listed to- 
gether, they must be 
written to separately. 

• Debbie Simms Af- 
rica, #006307, and 
Janet Holloway Af- 
rica, #006308, and 
Janine Philips Africa, 
#006309, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403. 

• Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426- 
0244, USA. 

• Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Road. 
Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

• William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

• Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg. PA 
15370, USA. Mumia, a politically active 
journalist, was framed for the murder of a 
cop in 1981 in Philadelphia. 
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Join the News from the Underground Team! 

Send your action reports to news@mckenzieprinters.org 


Indian Women Ban Liquor in San Rafael. Tampaxal 

As the Corona beer truck with its clink- villages have gotten their leaders to ban 
ing bottles lumbered into this Indian village alcohol and another dozen communities are 
in the mountains of central Mexico, angry considering it. “A lot of men are not happy 
women ran out of their homes, shouting with this,” said Marcelina Martinez, who 
“Get out! Get out!” The women, many car- helped turn back the truck from San Rafael, 
rying babies, forced the driver back down “They seem sad. But, oh well. At least now 
the mountain before he could unload a they spend time with their families, so in 
single bottle — much to the chagrin of their the end things are better. They didn’t want 
husbands. Fed up with their men stumbling to listen to us, so we had to get angry.” 
home drunk or falling over in a stupor in As darkness fell over San Rafael, young 
the cornfields, the women of this remote men sat on the main plaza, chatting and chug- 

village in San Luis Potosi state took mat- ging Coca-Colas. “My husband now is home 

ters into their own hands, refusing to al- early instead of stumbling in at 2 a.m. or fall- 

low any more alcohol to be sold in their ing over drunk on the floor in the local store, 

community of 250 people. where I used to find him,” Martinez said. 

Since their first bold stand more than a “The beer truck still passes by, but it never 

year ago, women in at least 10 Huasteco stops here. I think the driver is scared of us.” 

Road Blockades in Ontario A Round House was built over the holi- 

The people of Grassy Narrows, Ontario, days to accommodate a Grand Council 
have begun blockades to protect their hunt- meeting. In attendance were 1 6 chiefs who 

ing, trapping, and fishing rights. with a voted overwhelmingly to support the 
peaceful demonstration December 3. blockade with funds and human resources. 

In preparation for the 2012 Olympics site, The Okiijida Society and volunteers from 
the provincial government is attempting to Shoal Lake First Nation have been on site 
log off all the trees on Native Customary for weeks. Lac Seul members brought a 
Lands. This land has never been surren- drum, teachings for the students, and a five- 

dered by treaty or otherwise. foot pipe stem from when they. Grassy Nar- 

Current cutting licenses granted to rows and Waubuskang shared a chief. 
Abitibi Consolidated allow the company Supporters from Canada and other coun- 
to clearcut the forest. tries have sent donations of food, clothing 

The strategy of roving blockades has had and money. For more information on how 
an effect and is being utilized on two of the to help, contact J.B. Fobister, Grassy Nar- 

three access roads. A local contractor has rows, Ontario POX 1B0; (807) 925-2071, 

decided to move his operations elsewhere. (807) 925-9914; fobister@voyageur.ca. 


Cathedral Seized to Protest 
FTAA 

Twenty masked protesters seized the San 
Salvador, El Salvador, cathedral January 8 
during city- wide protests against plans for 
the government to enter into the Free Trade 
of the Americas Agreement (FTAA) with 
the United States. 

Police surrounded the cathedral in San 
Salvador’s center. No hostages were taken, 
and it was unclear whether the protesters 
were armed. 

Jose Hernandez, who works in the 
cathedral’s office, said the protesters 
stormed the cathedral and ordered a group 
of faithful to leave. 

After dark, dozens of protesters from a 
variety of social groups surrounded police 
barriers ringing the cathedral to show their 
support for those holed up inside. They 
kept vigil through the night. 

The protesters took control of the cathe- 
dral during city- wide protests against fears 
the government will privatize the country’s 
social services and negotiations for a free 
trade zone between Central America and 
the US. 

The protesters included doctors who have 
been on strike since September, but who 
have maintained skeletal staffs at the 
country’s hospitals. They are urging the 
government to give them back pay. 

The cathedral was often occupied dur- 
ing the country’s 1 2-year civil war, but it 
hasn’t been taken over since peace accords 
were signed in 1992. 
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ekinctling the Campfire: 

Dialogues with Our Elders 


f « vAi&rd i 'I r \\r e time. What's interesting to me is how many people are 

j 1 i / A #7 R ' 'jNOME Wolf spirals beginning to think that a collapse could come fairly soon. 

JzfJ- 'if John Zerzan, the anarcho- It's not inconceivable that within five years everything 

• * primivitist author, philosopher could just collapse. Look at the dead zones in the oceans 

(y and prophet of the destruction of and at global warming. On a social level, there are the 

industrial civilization, is an elder to millions of people on anti-depressants, school shootings, 
much of Earth First! 's budding young two-year-old kids being pumped full of medication for 
anarcho-black-hoodie contingent. Zerzan and I donned anxiety disorders. There's a huge amount of weirdness, not 
our Paleolithic loincloths and hiked barefoot to a secluded just in the natural environment but in the personal and 
cave to feast on raw opossum meat that I had hunted with social environments too. 

my atlatl. We talked through the night while I etched his GWS: Do you see the prospect of a solution at this time? 

words on red oak bark with my own blood. Or maybe we JZ: There is a movement starting to emerge, which aims to 

talked in my backyard over beers while I tried to record him pull the plug on the entire thing. I think there are people who 
on a damn mini-disc recorder that I could never seem to get realize that any world system is wrong and that any forma- 
to work. ^ tion of capital and tech- 

nology is fundamentally 

GWS: So Mr. Zerzan, *. part of the problem. 

what is your critique not * GWS: Many people 

only of capitalism, com- Jp PpHBH would say the industrial 

munism and patriarchy, , § \ JKf j§ ® megaculture will bring it- 

but of their roots in * ; JBj self down and what mat- 

progress, civilization and || I ml jEH | ters is what’s on the other 

technology? 1 1 ■ ILH | i | end of that. Do you have 

JZ: I think there is a ideas about how it 

roots and the origins ot ’-VY Sk i ‘ JSI-JH ‘ I |Z: People need to re- 

crisis. We jiBE- 

need to look hack to the Wg . 1 j really exist outside 

basic institutions that are Bj J , the technological sys- 

pa it of the problem, if |y| B E fjM | *€ r . | tern. If we just wait for 

not the main origin of *,♦ 1 n- ’ late to take its course, 

the problem. I he delm- ‘ **, Be "*< ? J M| P tin r, piople util set up 

ol people 111 JHB 'BBHh|m * J \ essennalh thes.miesss 

is probably just B ' j If'" tern again. 

great as the degradation HISBBBBiBBBBHP' flBIHL iM I H GWS: I have an impor- 

of the ecosphere. There's „, f Wfi remove the technological order , the people wiU be tant question to ask you 
almost a race to see which , .... . , about technology. I noticed 

one can be completed hea,4h y a § ain ' 14 s that s,m P le - 14 won 4 hel P me f,nd m y you spent a lot of time 

first — the complete de- eyeglasses though. -John Zerzan looking frantically for your 

struction of wild nature eyeglasses when you lost 

or the complete destruction of human inner nature. them. There's an abundance of technology we can do without, 

GWS: What's your perception of what human nature once but there are vital needs. Would you walk around blind with a 
was? What are we trying to get back to? white cane made of willow bark? 

JZ: The only successful human adaptation to living in JZ: Well, there are vital needs. But there's the point of 
this world was the forager or hunter-gatherer in a tribal view that every degenerative disease is a disease of civiliza- 
society of small groups. There was not destruction of the tion. In other words, people once had very acute senses. 


«£**• 
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Discontent 

Their words are pelted at me 
splattering into nausea 
of rotten eggs and chemical tomatoes. 

My blood surges 
battering my insides — 
ocean waves churning 
in a cistern of circular rock, 
driven by the dark clouds at sea. 

They say I am too discontent — 
me, and Tracy Chapman, 
whose bicycle was stolen from her 
when she was little 
only because she was black, 
who watched circles 
drawn in the dust by bare blacktoes 
in dreams of “a mountain of things” 
or “a place in the sun.” 

“Think positive,” they admonish. 

“O.K., There’s a bear behind every tree 

a cougar on every branch 

and at least 50 peregrine falcons in here.” 

The beaten forest stares back, 
dying branches, rocks thrown up 
plants uprooted by machines, 
stumps and trash and cows 
behind every tree, 

below every branch 
mocking, jeering 

in chalk-on-the-blackboard screeches 
Are they deaf? 

Videos, TV, schools 
drinking with the “boys” 
torturing ground squirrels... 

Instead I walk lodgepole pine balance beams 
piece together puzzles of Forest Service unkeyed maps 
bring wild critters to others with my pen 
concoct magic transformations at midnight 
howl with coyotes 
dance with those who see — 
ones who started out blind, like me 
hands over their eyes 
pulled off in a flash of daylight 
It makes no difference 
where you start. 


I want to draw beautiful tattoos 
into your skin with feathers 
so they seep below like massage 
my voice has lost 

still my hand stretches toward you — 
reach for it, we’ll run. 

Negative is blank paper, too clean 
Denial, a guinea pig treadmill 
powering the void, the waiting for direction, 
directions, when your life 
watches you like a playful cat, 
waiting for you. 

Fear, the demons in your closet 
Kick it in, turn it over 

demons disintegrate as the closet door flies open 
dust, these imagined realties 
be lost with me. 

— Karen Coulter 

A Long Way from Home 

I’ve heard the stories 
about the tall trees 
blue skies 

and flocks of birds that could blot out the sun 

I’ve read about 100 million bison 
moving through waist high prairie 
keeping company with Grizzly 

I’ve seen the stuffed feathers of the Great Auk 
and the stretched fur of the last Adirondack wolf 

I think about them often under the city lights 
and I feel a long way from home 



— Bart Semcer 
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Mouthpiece 


The earth is fluent in life 
not words 

Trees don’t go around bragging 
about how they make weather 
You have to watch the clouds 
forming above them & wonder 
what’s up 

There are secrets the trees keep 
though their silence thunders 
The earth doesn’t want the sun 
to shine everywhere 

so it covers itself with leaves when it rains 

Love lives in the sun 

Love lives in the shadows too 

When you humans were being 
driven from paradise 

it was your own minds that did the driving 
Your fall was from life 
to the knowledge of life 
but the plants & animals didn’t go along 
They’re living in paradise still 
Meanwhile the earth has learned to read 
It has eyes that are reading these words 
It has a mouth 
right under your nose 
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Poem for Two to Four Black Bears 

So large a lover of blueberries 
Gravel gullies under padded shag feet presses, 

Thick smooth muscles draped in black 
Dense mountain fur and softy ears. 

Who moves with rolling hunger playful delight, 

Who lies as far and wide as the Black Bear? 

Warm limbs of cold strength sway along steep, brambled slopes. 

They were out there 

Coming down for autumn when I met them 
In the basin where a rush of quietude met me. 

At a distance still I felt them, 

Broke off and tasted the edge of their power 
Though my eyes insisted they were fast far away. 

They were reunited with old seasonal haunts that night 

And I watched again in the morning 

As they trundled lovingly across the alpine landscape. 

— Jenny McBride 





When you cut the trees 
the floods come 

The water isn’t absorbed deeply 
when it rains 
where the trees used to be 
It stays on the surface 
& runs off like a thief 
with the top soil 

The life’s work of many a life washed out 
I may be dumb 
but I’m using the same words 
you are 

Love makes us listen 
even when we don’t 
know the language 


Steve Toth 


all ndrvK regervecl to iho ai/thoK 
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continued from page 3 even be able to provide a few 
Greetings Journal collective, examples if it helps. 

This is Chris Irwin of the It would be useful to tree 
River Faction of Katuah Earth and structural climbers like 
First!. I have a request. myself. I think it would be 

I am a climber and caver a good habit for us to 
and was one before I became analyze the circumstances in 
affiliated with Earth First!. The which people get hurt and 
climbing zines have a useful killed in this way to avoid 
tool I wish you all would adopt, repetition of mistakes. It 
Whenever there is an acci- might save lives, 
dent in the caves or on the I have spoken with some 
ropes, the local climbing affili- other tree climbers, and 
ates compile a short accident they agree this would be a 
report. Then the zines publish useful service, 
a list of them all — how they Thanks for your work, 
happened and why — once a — Chris Irwin 



year. This is incredibly useful Dear SFB, 
for us climbers and cavers, After reading through your 
’cause it shows us where mis- website, I have come to the 
takes are commonly made. It's conclusion that your group 
one of the reasons 1 am so and its members are Terror- 
militant about people double ists. No different than the 
checking to make sure their ones who attacked the World 
harnesses are tied properly. Trade Towers. 

I know of at least two acci- You have different goals 
dents which have happened and motivations, but your 
out West involving trees. It methods are the same, 
happens in the rock and cave You add a disclaimer on 
climbing world as well. I re- monkeywrenching, then of- 
ally would like the Journal to fer a book on how to do it. I 
publish a brief about the cir- believe you have a deep- 
cumstances, following the rooted hate of mankind and 
climber zine models. I may are the worst kind of bigot. 
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I am referring your website anti-capitalist perspective, be- 
to the new Homeland Secu- cause you cannot love the 
rity Department, so the Earth and support a system 
proper authorities can keep a based on ever increasing ex- 
close track on your group and ploitation of natural re- 
your activities. sources. And please keep us 

— Joe Johnson aware of political prisoners to 
mrjoe@msn.com give us the courage and know- 
how to fight Power. 

Dear SFB, On a critical note, the illus- 

First, I wanted to write sup- tration for your McDonald's 
porting Loki’s efforts at article was very careless, 
coalition building with orga- McDonald's was portrayed as 
nized labor and other groups, a "whore, " a sexually demon- 
I was encouraged reading the strative woman wearing a 
article "Radical Dockworkers thong. The McDonald's em- 
Locked Out, " as 1 believe mu- ployee, a masculine figure, is 
tual support between our in an aggressive and sexual 
movement and others is position behind her, restrain- 
more than a win-win situa- ing, denuding, discomfiting 
tion but possibly critical to and humiliating her by yank- 
the success of either move- ing on the thong. Further- 
ment. Solidarity between more, the McDonald's 
movements is crucial, and woman is gagged. Also con- 
we should do whatever we sider that most McDonald's 
can to build these bridges employees are female. Why 
and help our friends in La- the reversal? 
bor and other movements. This is how you choose to 
Second, I wanted to say that portray the employees get- 
I love the coverage of the ani- ting the better of the corpo- 
mal rights movement, glo- ration? Someone's sense of 
balization and the anarchist equality and justice was 
tilt of the EF!J. I noticed a few asleep on the job. We've got 
letters in the issue from people a long way to go. 
upset about all this. I believe Keep up the good work, but 
these issues to be inseparable root out the bad. 
from ecological issues, and a — Peter Gelderloos 

lot of the time the EF!J is my 

only source of coverage for Dear Grape Juice Stains, Wa- 
these things. ter Mains, Weather Vanes and 

Keep up the good work! Sugar Canes, 

— Brian Leitner I read the letters you all re- 

ceived in the Brigid issue, and 
Dear Shit for Brains, I wanted to write and voice my 

EF!J is the best radical pub- support for the wide spectrum 
lication I know of, and I was of perspectives and issues that 
very sad to see the two letters you publish. I especially ap- 
in your Brigid issue from preciate the coverage of so 
people who want you to write many indigenous struggles, as 
about purely environmental these are almost always directly 
issues, whatever those are. related to the health of the 
How telling that one of those Earth, deserving of our atten- 
letter writers complained that tion and respect. I have seen 
you were giving too much at- people use the "connectedness 
tention to the concerns of of all issues" to push their issue 
people of color. In practice, through any venue they can 
eco-purism is hard to sepa- find, but I don't think y'all are 
rate from racist activism. EF!J, falling prey! 
please keep drawing the con- I do think, however, that a 
nections between environ- shortcoming of the EF! move- 
mental issues and class, race ment has been the inability 
and indigenous issues to com- to relate to other groups of 
bat the capitalist myth that people with the same values, 
it's the poor vs. the planet, and I applaud any efforts to 
Please keep writing with an do so — including furthering 



our research and understand- 
ing of all environmental 
struggles! Keep up the strong 
focus and holistic vision! 

— A Minneapolis Goose 

Dear EF!J, 

Thank you for keeping me 
informed about environmen- 
tal issues around the world, as 
well as First Nations struggles, 
anti-war, anti-nukes and anti- 
globalization. I count on you 
all for alternative news, and I 
like the range of issues cov- 
ered. With the increased cen- 
sorship of mainstream news 
and public radio, it is more 
important than ever to cover 
a wide range of issues and to 
see that they are all connected. 

1 cringe when I read letters 
from readers telling you to 
"stick to the Earth," as if war 
and globalization have no 
impact on our mother. 

I was an urban based activ- 
ist during the '80s and mid- 
'90s. I felt that much of what 
we were doing was primarily 
symbolic or else was designed 
to gather media attention and 
not much else. 1 yearned to be 
making changes that felt real. 

I have since left the cities and 
joined a rural, off-the-grid, 
land-trusted community. Liv- 
ing out my ideals has led me 
to grow and gather my own 
food, build structures using 
natural construction and fo- 
cus on strengthening our com- 
munity through mutual aid, 
decentralization, collectivity 
and inter-dependence. Becom- 
ing more independent from 
the system has alleviated feel- 
ings of despair and depression 
and has given me something 
to live for and be proud of. 

As current activism gets 
more radical and dangerous, I 
admire and appreciate the 
brave womyn and men who 
put their lives on the line daily. 

I realize that not everyone 
can leave the cities. But for 
those who are burnt-out 
or disenfranchised, a con- 
nection to the Earth and 
creating self-sustaining com- 
munities is an alternative 
worth pursuing. 

Saving seeds & planting trees, 
— Hare 


Beloved SFB, 

I am sorry to be the bearer 
of bad news, but the advice 
you gave in the unattributed 
piece "Creating a Culture of 
Security" could get some well 
meaning environmentalist 
activist into big trouble. 

Consider this: Should you 
ever get raided, your com- 
puter will be one of the first 
things taken and any en- 
crypted data is like a big red 
flag pointing toward impor- 
tant information. PGP en- 
cryption is just what it says: 
pretty good privacy — not real 
good privacy or super privacy. 
If you think of PGP as being 
sort of like the lock on your 
front door, you're getting the 
idea. It is designed to protect 
you from your dizzy Aunt 
Dorothy, but the Man will 
surely find a way in. Using 
your computer is a lot like 
peeing in Times Square. There 
are lots of people looking all 
the time, so if you really want 
privacy and you need to pro- 
tect your friends, you will be 
wise and well advised to find 
some other way to do what 
you need to do. 

— Tweety Bird 

Greetings and Blessings, 

How shall we grow? I have 
been in the movement for 
more than five years now, with 
trees and forests, stopping 
nuclear nonsense, working to 
free political prisoners, free- 
ing up Jah herb and industrial 
hemp. Most of my efforts have 
been in Montana helping to 
protect our buffalo relations 
there, who are victims of pub- 
lic land grazing scams. 

While tabling at a pow-wow 
last Spring, I met a Cheyenne 
man, who has since taken me 
as his son. We have a great 
connection and work to- 
gether to help the Cheyenne 
Nation, as well as all other 
nations, be healthy and 
prosperous. Our area of the 
country is to be the new un- 
sustainable power source for 
Amerika, but not if the Chey- 
ennes and local ranchers have 
anything to do about it. 

Life is a lot different here on 
the reservation than I'm used 


to. It is quiet, slow paced, nice 
and peaceful. Family is very 
important. I spend lots of time 
with my nev little brothers 
and visiting my new kin. Prayer 
is also very important. Burn- 
ing cedar daily and sweating 
often is part of the Cheyenne 
life. My grandpa is very sup- 
portive and appreciative of 
what we are doing to protect 
Grandmother Earth and the 
animals and trees. The other 
night while hanging out lis- 
tening to the drum he gave 
me/us this advice: Prayer is an 
essential part of any society, 
especially warrior societies. If 
you neglect prayer, you are not 
living holistically. While pre- 
paring for a journey or for 
battle, the Traditional Way is 


to pray first. When someone is 
sick, pray for them. This, my 
friends, is the Native Way. The 
way to walk in balance. With 
the power of prayer, we shall 
accomplish our goals and have 
more peace in our lives. 

So the next time you score 
something in the dumpster, 
don't forget to give thanx. Of- 
fer a prayer, or some tobacco, 
when things are going well or 
when you need some help. 
My sister Sparrow would pluck 
a single hair from her head to 
give back and give thanx. 
Before your affinity group goes 
out on your mission, circle 
and take some time to pray, to 
ask for guidance, for strength. 
These things are important. 


And remember, along with 
praying for the old growth, the 
new growth, the folx in jail, 
the Native peoples of Turtle 
Island, and whatever else you 
want to help out, don't forget 
to pray for yourself, and don't 
forget that you are special. You 
are all in my prayers. 

Uts I dan, 

— Corey Sundog 

Dear SFB, 

Hats off to all your hard 
work putting out the Journal. 
But I think a recent contro- 
versy which greatly effects our 
movement has been glossed 
over in recent issues. I'm writ- 
ing about an arson at a Penn- 
sylvania Forest Service office 
over the summer (see EF!J 


November-December 2002). 

The act was claimed in a 
communique signed by "Pa- 
cific ELF" and said that in the 
future the ELF would "not 
hesitate to pick up the gun" 
while also warning of an "in- 
evitable" armed confronta- 
tion with authorities. 

Mainstream media, law 
enforcement and industry 
immediately jumped on that 
solitary communique — and its 
apparent call to break with 
ELF's existing nonviolence 
code — to further justify the far- 
fetched claims that groups like 
the ELF and ALF, and even 
Earth First! groups, represent a 
serious domestic terrorist 
continued on next page 
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Dear Shit for Brains. . . 



continued from previous page 
threat. A recent Rolling Stone 
article even used the 
communique to suggest that 
the Ghandiesque Tre Arrow 
could now be an "armed sol- 
dier" in the environmental 
underground, based on federal 
suspicion that he was involved 
in the Pennsylvania arson. This 
suggestion, of course, is laugh- 
able to those who know 
Arrow, but it serves the au- 
thorities' agenda to demonize 
him and all other people who 
take action for the Earth. 

Although debates over 
the "legitimacy of political 
violence" occur in our move- 
ment, it is not beyond 
the realm of possibility that 
the communique from 
the "Pacific ELF" was classic 


COINTELPRO: meant to 
bring down a bigger hammer 
on those engaging in nonvio- 
lent civil disobedience or eco- 
nomic sabotage. 

There are lots of motives for 
John Ashcroft’s FBI to demon- 
ize radical environmentalists 
and give the appearance that 
tree huggers want to spill blood: 
more police power, more fund- 
ing to monitor groups and ac- 
tivists for potential "domestic 
terrorism," and maybe ulti- 
mately the orchestration of an- 
other Waco. "Inevitable" gun 
battles are right up the Justice 
Department's alley. 

Yet many Earth First! activ- 
ists I've spoken to have never 
heard of the Pacific ELF 
communique's call to "pickup 
the gun" and haven't thought 


about its potential ramifica- 
tions for both above ground 
and underground work. 

It seems that activists 
should be discussing and de- 
bating these matters. 

Sincerely, 

— Grumpy 

Dear SFB, 

As one door closes, another 
opens. Never underestimate 
the corporate power structure 
to resiliently come through 
on that adage. While we 
cheered on the continuing 
losses that were happening 
daily in the stock market for 
2002, Alan Greenspan and the 
Feds have been dramatically 
lowering interest rates 
throughout the year. This 
stimulated home mortgage 
rates to a 30 year low. By 
December, the average rate 
was 5.93 percent. The turmoil 
in the stock market, exacer- 
bated by the shenanigans of 
corporate CEOs, accounting 
firms and securities houses, 
generated a flight of capital 
out of stocks. With such a 
volatile market, many inves- 
tors were looking for a rela- 
tively safe area to move their 
money into. What better 
place to toss the loot into 
than a new home, taking ad- 
vantage of those record-low 
mortgage rates. 

No longer did the real es- 
tate industry, homebuilders 
associations or woods-prod- 
ucts companies feel they 
needed to promote the 


standard line that every 
American just had to live in 
a new, three bedroom, 
two bath, 1,800-square-foot 
house. Buying a home as a 
sure fire investment, whether 
one lived in it or not, replaced 
the necessity for manufactur- 
ing the lie that one "needed" 
such a place for residing in. 

Gary Garczyski, president 
of the National Association 
of Flome Builders, says: "This 
is shaping up to be a banner 
year for housing. We're ex- 
pecting an all-time high of 
975,000 new home sales for 
all of 2002, well above the 
previous record of 908,000 
units set in 2001. Moreover, 
even with some inevitable 
and gradual setting of the 
market in future months, ba- 
sic market fundamentals 
such as strong household for- 
mations, low interest rates 
and solid house-price perfor- 
mance should continue. 

As a result, we're predicting 
that 2003 and 2004 will be the 
second and third-best years for 
new-home sales in history." 

Of course, the losers in all 
of this are the forests. Such a 
continuing demand will in- 
evitably exhaust the resources 
of our national monoculture 
tree farms, and create more 
and more pressure to cut 
down the remaining ancient 
forests. It all makes one nos- 
talgic for the days when an 
investor was satisfied with his 
500 shares of Exxon stock. 

— Bob Berman 




It turns out that England's highest level of security at its nuclear power plants 
is no match for wire cutters and rope. On January 13, more than 30 people from 
Greenpeace were able to enter the Sizewell B nuclear power station in Suffolk, 
England. After gaining access to the control building and scaling the reactor 
containment dome, Greenpeace pointed out: "If we can do this, anyone can." 
Later, plant managers claimed, "At no time was there any risk to public safety." 
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Creating a Culture of Security 


Keystroke Loggers and Computer Surveillance 


Whether we like it or not, many of us use computers, yet 
few of us fully understand or even care how they work. 
Most neo-Luddites, primitivists and tree-dwellers are not 
interested in becoming computer experts. Still, it is impor- 
tant to be aware of the techniques that the government 
uses to monitor activists. There is a way that the FBI, or 
someone else who is monitoring you, can capture and 
compile all the information you type as you type it, so that 
encryption does not protect you. By using "keystroke 
loggers," law enforcement and employers can gain access 
to passwords and other private information. 

Software Keystroke Loggers 

"Backdoors" are software programs used by attackers to 
access your computer system without your knowledge. 
Software keystroke loggers are a type of backdoor program. 
They are insidious because they can be installed from afar — 
through a virus, for example. Backdoor programs allow the 
attacker to have access to every file without requiring the 
attacker to even be physically near the targeted computer. 
Some backdoor programs are introduced through email 
messages, and some are hidden within files, programs or 
games that are downloaded from the Internet. To guard 
against backdoor programs, it is wise to abstain from open- 
ing up ".exe" files or other email attachments coming from 
strangers. Two programs designed to detect keystroke-log- 
ging software that have gotten good reviews are Anti- 
keylogger and SpyCop. 

Another way to combat software loggers is to take a "virtual 
snapshot" of the contents of your hard drive. Products that 
take system snapshots include Snapshot Spy Pro, ArkoSoft 
System Snapshot and for Linux machines, Fcheck. You must 
make a new snapshot each time you install new software or 
make upgrades. Store the snapshot file in a private location, 
so that it cannot be altered by someone who might have 
physical or remote access to your machine. By comparing 
snapshots, unauthorized files will show up. 

Most good virus protection programs will stop backdoor 
programs from getting through. If you are permanently 
connected to the Internet, however, you may want to 
invest in a hardware or software "firewall." A firewall is 
installed onto a computer to allow only certain incoming 


traffic through. Some firewalls block all incoming informa- 
tion except emails — others are less stringent. Firewalls do 
not protect against viruses. One free firewall program 
that's easy to use is called ZoneAlarm. 

Hardware Keystroke Loggers 

Hardware keystroke loggers are devices that attach to your 
keyboard and record data. They generally look like a stan- 
dard keyboard adapter and can be found between the 
keyboard attachment and the computer. Hardware loggers 
store information in the device and usually are not able to 
broadcast or send information out over a network. In order 
to retrieve data from a hardware logger, the attacker must 
have physical access to the equipment. Two of the main 
products on the market are KeyKatcher and KeyGhost. 
KeyGhost also makes keyboards with a built-in logger. 
Hardware devices will not be discovered by anti-spyware, 
anti-virus or desktop security programs. 

The only way to check for keystroke-logging hardware is to 
know what it looks like and visually scan your machine. It is 
a good idea to take pictures of the inside and outside of your 
machine when you get it, so that you can compare it to the 
photo later if anything seems to be out of place. 

One good website that has lots of good pictures and 
explains the process of removing keystroke logging hard- 
ware is spycop.com/keyloggerremoval.htm. If you think 
your computer is targeted by a software or hardware key- 
stroke-logger, shut down the computer. Manually unplug 
the phone line to break the connection and get yourself a 
top virus protection program. Do not reconnect the ma- 
chine to the Internet (not even to collect email) until you are 
sure it is free of any monitoring devices. 

In December 2001, a case came to trial in which the FBI had 
put a hardware keylogger on the machine of an organized 
crime family member without first obtaining a wiretap war- 
rant. Ominously, the US Supreme Court ruled that the FBI did 
not need a warrant to record keystrokes on a target's machine. 

There are many reasons to develop security-consciousness in 
the activist community. The information provided here is an 
attempt to begin to satisfy the questions activists ask about 
computer security and overall security culture. For more informa- 
tion, visit security. tao.ca. 
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by Dave Foreman 


The following excerpt was taken from an article that origi- 
nally appeared in the March-April 1987 Earth First! Journal. 

Earth First! in many ways represents a fundamentalist 
revival within the wilderness and wildlife preservation 
movement, a return to basics and a reaction against co- 
optation and compromise. During the last several decades 
as the conservation movement has grown in prominence, 
it has replaced Aldo Leopold's land ethic with political 
pragmatism, Bob Marshall's wilderness vision with modest 
reaction to government programs, John Muir's passion 
with an accountant's rationalism and Henry David 
Thoreau's courage with a desire not to rock the boat. It was 
this essential corruption of the conservation movement's 
historical roots that brought forth Earth First! out of the 
mainstream of the movement. At the heart of our message 
is a return to ethics, vision, passion and courage. 

The preservation of wilderness and natural diversity is 
not simply a question of balancing competing special 
interest groups, arriving at a proper mix of uses on our 
public lands or resolving conflicts between different out- 
door recreation preferences. It is an ethical question, a 
moral question. A religious question. Human beings have 
stepped beyond the bounds; we are destroying the very 
process of life. 


Blast from 


EARTH FIRST! 

EOSTAR EDITION 

March 20, 1987 Vol. VII, No, IV 


THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


TWO DOLLARS 


’on. Passion, Courage 


Dave 

Foreman 

on 

Earth 

First! 

Today... 

by Turtle 


Those of us who were tykes in the 1980s may have only ever heard stories about 
Dave Foreman's split from Earth First!. People are aware that he had a knack for 
arousing huge numbers of folks to go out and defend the wild with his charming, 
fiery personality. We also know about his flagrant sexist and racist attitudes. But 
then he left the movement. 

Curious what Dave thinks of Earth First! today, I called him up at his home in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and asked him. 

Readily admitting that he doesn't pay much attention to Earth First!, Dave believes 
present day Earth Firstlers simply see themselves as part of the international anarchist 
movement and are driven by aims not aligned with those of the days of old. 

He told me that nowadays he doesn't talk about monkeywrenching and that he 
doesn't deal with issues of sabotage. So what does Dave think people who are 
frustrated with the system today should do? 

"There is such a range of things, that you can find something that fits your style. But 
folks need to be aware that they are going to change over time and that any kind of 
action — whether it's very conservative, mainstream actions or radical actions — can be 
counterproductive if they are done without a good strategy. 

"So I would encourage the whole range of conservationists to think strategically — 
try to plan things out — to make sure what they are doing isn't counterproductive and 
harming what they want to accomplish." 
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With an ethic of biocentrism, of Deep Ecology, with that 
sense of urgency, we can then make a step toward passion. 
When I first became a lobbyist in Washington, DC, I was 
told to put my heart in a safe deposit box and replace my 
brain with a pocket calculator. I was told to not be emo- 
tional but to be rational, to use facts and figures and to 
quote economists and scientists. I would lose my credibil- 
ity, I was told, if I let my emotions show. But, damnit, I am 
an animal. 

A living being of flesh and blood, storm and fury. The 
oceans of the Earth course through my veins, the winds of 
the sky fill my lungs, the very bedrock of the planet makes 
my bones. I am alive! 

I am not a machine, a mindless automaton, a cog in the 
industrial world, some New Age android beyond animal. 
When a chainsaw slices into the heartwood of a 2,000-year- 
old redwood, it's slicing into my guts. When a bulldozer rips 
into a verdant hillside, it's ripping into my side. When a 
smelter poisons the atmosphere, it's poisoning me. When a 
California condor is imprisoned in the Los Angeles Zoo, I am 
behind the bars as well. I am the land, the land is me. 

Why shouldn't I be emotional, angry, passionate? Mad- 
men and madwomen are wrecking this beautiful, blue-green 
living Earth. Fiends who hold nothing of value but a greasy 
dollar bill are tearing down the pillars of evolution a' building 
for nearly four billion years. Our society today is designed as 
a drug, as Brave New World's soma, to keep us in 
line, to sedate us. We must break out of that 
freeze on our passions, we must be- 
come animals again, we must feel 
the tug of the full moon, hear 
goose music overhead. We 
must love the Earth and rage 
against her destroyers. 

Next we need vision. 

Why should we con- 
tent ourselves with the 
world the way it is 
handed to us by the 
Forest Service, the 
Pentagon and Exxon? 

Why should we be 
constrained by the 
narrow alternatives 
presented to us by the 
Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment and National Park 
Service in discussing pro- 
tection of the land? 

We are told that the wolf 
and grizzly are gone from most 
of the West and can never be re- 
stored, that the elk, bison and panther 
are gone from the East and will not come back. 

Glen Canyon and Hetch Hetchy are beneath dead reservoir 
water, and we shall never see them again. The tall grass 
prairie and Eastern deciduous forest are but memories, and 
we can never have big wilderness east of the Rockies again. 

Why not? Why should we be bound by the mistakes 
previously made? It is up to us to challenge government and 
the people with a vision of Big Wilderness, a vision of humans 
living modestly in a community of bears, rattlesnakes, salmon, 


oaks, sagebrush, mosquitoes, algae, streams, rocks and clouds. 

We should demand that roads be closed and clearcuts 
rehabilitated, that dams be torn down, that wolves, grizzlies, 
cougars, otters, bison, elk, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, cari- 
bou and other extirpated species be reintroduced to their 
native habitats. We must envision and propose the re- 
creation of biological wildernesses of several million acres in 
all of America's ecosystems, with corridors between them 
for the transmission of genetic variability. 

Wilderness is more than puny little backpacking parks; it 
is the arena for evolution and must be large enough so that 
natural forces can have free rein. We need vision for that. 

With vision comes courage. There are many forms of 
courage. It takes courage to stand up in the rural commu- 
nity in which you live in the West and speak for the grizzly 
or wolf. If you work for the Forest Service, it takes courage 
to tell your Forest Supervisor that a certain road should not 
be built. It takes courage to not allow your children to 
become addicted to television. It takes courage to say no 
more growth in your community. It takes courage to say that 
the wild is more important than jobs. It takes courage to 
put your body between the machine and the wilderness, to 
stand before the chainsaw or the bulldozer. 

In this insane world where short-term greed rules over 
long-term life, those of us with a land ethic, with vision 
and passion, must face the mad machine. We must stand 
before it as Valerie Wade did in climbing 80 
feet high into an ancient Douglas fir to 
keep it from being cut down, as 
Howie Wolke did in pulling up 
survey stakes along a proposed 
gas exploration road in 
prime elk habitat. Both 
had their lives put in 
jeopardy, both went to 
jail. Both were proud 
of what they did and 
had no doubts. Both 
are great heroes of the 
Earth, as are hun- 
dreds of others who 
have demonstrated 
courage in a thou- 
sand ways in defense 
of the wild. 

This defense is not an 
arrogant defense, an atti- 
tude of Lord Man protect- 
ing something lesser than 
himself. Rather it is a humble 
joining with the Earth, of becom- 
ing the rainforest, the desert, the 
mountain, the wilderness in defense of 
yourself. It is through becoming part of the wild 
that we will find courage far greater than ourselves, a union 
that will give us boldness to stand against hostile human- 
ism, against the machine, against the dollar, against jail, 
against death itself for what is sacred and right — the Great 
Dance of Life. 

Back issues of the Earth First! Journal are available for five 
dollars each. Please inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order our 
near complete 22-year set for $500. 
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BY THE SMARTMEME PROJECT 

This article is the third and final part of the report back from 
the movement building workshop at last Summer's Earth First! 
Rendezvous. It is an effort to summarize the proposals and 
conclusions that were reached after three days of skill sharing, 
collective dreaming and strategizing around how Earth First! 
can be most effective. These ideas are not meant to be 
accusations or to be written in stone, but to merely raise 
questions, and spark discussion about how to strengthen the 
radical ecology movement. 

Organize! 

History is made by movements — mass movements of 
people who organize themselves to struggle collectively for 
a better world. Since Earth Firstlers need to fundamentally 
re-direct the trajectory of history, we'd better start organiz- 
ing a mass movement. We need the same level of dedication, 
commitment and focus for the daytime work that our 
nighttime friends bring to theirs. 

Organizing is the business of creating an atmosphere or a 
structure that allows people to become empowered to make 
change. This means creating the institutions that allow us to 
recruit, replicate and spread the EF! analysis and commit- 
ment to action. 

The time has come to ask: What new institutions do we 
need to be effective? Where are our common campaigns, 
our phone trees, our email lists, our coordinated days of 
action? Where are our field organizers, mentors and train- 
ing collectives? Are we creative enough to imagine radi- 
cally democratic structures that can unite eco-activists 
across bioregions without succumbing to centralization or 
hierarchy? 

Analysis, Goals, Strategy then Tactics 

EF! spends too much time debating tactics. To 


monkeywrench or not? The reality is that no matter how 
dearly you hold monkeywrenching, it is still just a tactic. 
Now is the time to explore big goals and then formulate 
strategy. As Brazilian popular educator Paulo Friere said, we 
must set our dreams beyond the furthest horizon and then 
"we make the road by walking." 

We need more "cultural shamans." In the 1960s, yippie 
prankster Jerry Rubin updated Sun Tzu's military strategy by 
writing, "Every guerrilla must know how to use the terrain 
of the culture they are trying to destroy." A metaphor for 
this work is the work of a shaman, who travels into the spirit 
world in order to influence events in the material world. 

We need members of our affinity groups who journey into 
the world of pathological consumer culture to seek out the 
opportunities for reaching people, co-opting images and 
shifting culture. Our shamans will keep one foot in the wilds 
of basecamp, while establishing literacy in the world of 
popular trends. They can hunt for the points of intervention 
to loosen and fray the fixed meanings of corporate, political 
and cultural iconography. In the spirit of the practice of 
Aikido, we should use the dominant culture's own momen- 
tum against itself. 

Join the Global Resistance 

EF! could play a very important role in providing an Earth- 
centered voice within the US wing of the global justice 
movement. We have a lot to learn from our brothers and 
sisters around the world who have been fighting industrial 
colonization for the past 500 years. To do so, we must come 
to grips with our own privilege and recognize how it shapes 
our assumptions about stmggle, organizing and the future. 

One of the aspects of EF! culture we need to question is a 
tendency toward misanthropy. All too often, white, global 
North activists "universalize" their own experiences and 
project their frustration with consumer culture onto a 
mythic category of humans in general. 
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The reality is that not all humans are equally culpable for 
the destruction of the Earth. Did the Guatemalan campesino 
mess up the planet as much as the CEO of Exxon? Instead let's 
hate over-consumption; the "American Dream" (also known 
as the planet's nightmare); global corporatization and the 
public-relations-media-advertising complex that is coloniz- 
ing the minds of the world with US consumer pathology. 

Confronting Internal Power Dynamics 

Our work to build an effective movement must confront 
our internal dynamics of sexism, racism, homophobia and 
other biases. We won't save the planet by just thwarting or 
greening capitalism. We also have to overcome white su- 
premacy and patriarchy in order to avoid recreating the 
underlying causes of the global crisis. From male domina- 
tion of meetings to condescending attitudes toward women 
and sexual assault in activist communities, sexism is crip- 
pling our effectiveness. The struggle against patriarchy is an 
inseparable part of the struggle to defend the Earth. 

Using "Memes" to Understand our 
Cultural Cache 

A central focus of the movement building workshop 
was to apply "meme theory" — the study of how infec- 
tious information patterns such as ideas, slogans and 
icons spread and replicate — to grassroots organizing and 
movement building. "Earth First!" is itself a meme, and 
this has been one of 
its great strengths. 

EF! is an idea that vi- 
rally infects people 
with the desire and 
context to take ac- 
tion for the Earth. 

EF!, like it or not, 
has become culturally 

accepted. From th eX-Files to the EF! action figure 
inspired by Jurassic Park 2 to Lisa Simpson's 
treesit, EF! has arrived on the cultural land- 
scape. We may object in principle to a my- 
thologized depiction of our politics; however, 
there is power in collectively understood sym- 
bols because, like any representation in modern 
culture, their meaning is not fixed. We can 
contest them and use the familiarity of the 
images or ideas of EF! as reference points for 
articulating new stories and myths within popu- 
lar culture. It's up to us to insure these myths. By 
extension, the modern tales based on our ex- 
ploits, portray a powerful vision of a future that is 
radically different than the dominant paradigm. 

Controlling the Story 

Stories shape our perception of reality. Mass culture is 
rooted in powerful, unacknowledged stories — the web of 
assumptions, identifications and images, which make up 
the control mythology. In a recent report, "Networks and 
Netwars: The Future of Terror, Crime, and Militancy," 
RAND corporation analysts explore how the Bush adminis- 
tration can "sell" the war on terrorism to the people in the 
US. Their point is that in our modern-media- saturated 


society, one of the most important aspects of military 
operations is to maintain popular support by "managing the 
memes" and fighting the "the battle of the story." 

The powers-that-be are trying to control the interpreta- 
tion of events. But all cultural narratives are dynamic and 
therefore contestable. The stories we tell as activists are an 
effort to challenge the control mythology and make social 
change attractive in popular culture. Too often, we only 
tell the story of the battle (the number of arrests, the 
endless litany of issue-based data) and fail to articulate core 
values or reach people on their own terms. Thus, the 
majority of people remain spectators because our battle 
doesn't directly touch their self-contained lives. But in 
order to open the cultural space for a true ecology move- 
ment, we must change our focus from the story of the 
battle to the battle of the story. 

The Future of Earth First! 

We stand at a unique time in the evolution of EF!. It's 
becoming clearer that the ecological crisis is spiraling be- 
yond the limits of any single point of intervention. To really 
defend the wild, we must take our targeting behind the 
chainsaws and confront the mentality that operates the 
machine. If we want to save acres, we have to shift para- 
digms. We no longer have the luxury of being outside the 
dominant culture or the time to build sub-culture alterna- 
tives to the dominant culture. If all that is wild is to have a 

future, we must be 
able to actively con- 
test meaning in the 
dominant culture. 
We need to use the 
power of myth and 
storytelling to har- 
ness the passion, rage 
and Earth-love of a 
broader cross section of society. 

The battle of the story is already underway 
in our culture— a literal battle for the hearts, 
minds and attention spans of an ever-more- 
anesthetized US society. The center piece of 
this battle must be an articulate, smart and 
infectious mass ecology movement. As it grows, 
it may not look like what EF! has been or even 
like what we expect it to. But, if we insure that 
the Earth First! story is strong and compelling, it 
will be able to mutate and adapt to different 
cultural contexts without losing its core meaning. 
Together we can make the Earth's voice heard. 
Organize. Act. Replicate. 

This article is only a partial list of the proposals, ideas and 
analysis from the movement building workshop. For the full list, 
visit www.earthfirstjoumal.org. The smartMeme project is an 
emerging network of thinkers, writers, organizers and life- 
affirming radicals who are learning to dream collectively of a 
different type of activism and a different type of culture. This 
article reflects the shared imagination of James John Bell, 
J. Cookson, Ilyse Hogue and Patrick Reinsborough. If you are 
interested in expanding upon or collaborating to implement 
some of these strategies, contact (415) 722-1846; 
smartmeme@riseup.net; www.smartrneme.com. 


We need members of our affinity groups who 
journey into the world of pathological consumer 
culture to seek out the opportunities for reaching 
people, co-opting images and shifting culture. 
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by Josh Harper 

I was almost finished with this article when my housemate 
came through the door and told me that Standing Deer, a 
former political prisoner and activist, had been murdered 
in his home in Houston, Texas. I had met Standing Deer 
less than a year ago, and in the brief time we spoke 
together, he told me that he fully expected to die fighting 
against the prison system. Even if he was killed, he felt that 
the spirit of resistance would stick with him beyond death. 
I do not know if he would agree with the words I have 
written below, but I think he would understand the emo- 
tions that prompted them. Standing Deer, I dedicate this 
article to you. 

Kids these days are being 
robbed. Many have never 
been to huge stretches of river 
where you can drift for days 
without seeing anyone else. 

They don't know the wonder 
of open desert, old growth or 
even empty fields near their 
homes. When I was 10 years 
old, my parents moved from 
urban San Diego, California, 
to Eugene, Oregon. I was in 
total awe. I clung to the same 
corporate culture as all the 
kids at school, but I also 
started camping with friends 
and playing in the undevel- 
oped areas outside of town. I 
came to love those places, and to be frank, I hate the people 
who have taken them away. 

Watching the vast and complex beauty flee from the 
world and be replaced by SUVs and skyscrapers should 
make us militant — far more militant than any of us have 
been thus far. I go back to the places where I used to watch 
wild animals run, where I used to run from waves that came 
crashing to the shore and where I used to jump off small 
cliffs into the water. I find them paved over, polluted or 
swarming with yuppies from nearby resorts. I want that 
land back the way it was, and I want to send a warning to 
anyone who would duplicate that destruction elsewhere: 
There is a price for your actions and someone is going to 
make you pay it. 

But I am not just calling for more sabotage. In this day and 
age, if you are sane enough to still recognize your anger and 
break things, kudos to you. I can't believe that more lifeless 
crap isn't being broken all of the time. From bank windows 


to army helicopters and primate restraints, we have a lot of 
things that need breaking. But I'm afraid that without a 
better plan to get us from point A to point B, we will just keep 
ending up in the same place over and over again. 

The people who have stolen this world deserve a lot 
worse than having to increase their insurance payments 
from time to time. I want to see them lose this war. For that 
to happen, our attacks against industry must become far 
more focused, far more personal, far more frequent and far 
better targeted. 

Currently, we are just wasting our potential. An auto 
dealership can easily recover from a single attack against 
it, and Ford can't wait to make new cars. Biotechnology 

keeps ticking right along 
because banks are not afraid 
to continue providing ser- 
vices after a field gets torn 
up. Burn all the bulldozers 
you like, but those roads 
keep getting built if the su- 
pervisor isn't afraid to come 
to work in the morning. 

When the people who are 
running the show do use 
force, they know where and 
when it is best to apply it. 
The FBI, for example, has 
very few field operatives and 
| uses most of its employees 
° to gather information. It 
analyzes the data, looking 
for potential threats and 
weaknesses. Who just did jail time and doesn't want to go 
back? Who has an unsecured computer from which infor- 
mation can be gathered? Who has friends that can be 
bribed? I hate to say it, but this is exactly the kind of 
thinking we need. Their ruthlessness and dedication to 
winning at any cost is bringing them victory, time and 
time again. I don't want to become the same 
compassionless monsters that they are, but I think a few 
of their tactics could certainly benefit us. 

All companies and governments make use of support 
services and personnel that are vulnerable. I feel we should 
use our current activist networks to gather and disseminate 
information on these services and individuals. When pos- 
sible, we should attack them any way we can. I'm not just 
talking about demonstrations or arson either. We need to 
figure out who can be paid to copy their employer’s date 
book, who can provide us with embarrassing information 
and what targets can be infiltrated. We need to become better 
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Animal rights activists confront HLS executives on their home turf. 
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educated on economics, surveillance, hacking, electronics 
and other fields that can help us take down our targets. 

Beyond that, we need to start targeting our opponents in 
their homes and neighborhoods. We let these people hide 
behind corporate logos far too often. Let's not just show up 
at their work place where they can hide behind secretaries 
and security. Let's confront them at the barber shop, at the 
supermarket and wherever else they rear their ugly heads. 
They need to feel our presence every moment of the day 
and fear us every time they lay down to sleep. 

Remember, these are people who would knowingly give 
you cancer if it raised the worth of their stocks a quarter 
of a point. They 
don't deserve our 
mercy, and the 
self-imposed 
handicap of paci- 
fism has kept 
them safe for too 
long. We must 
continue to edu- 
cate people about the destruction of the Earth. But we 
also have to find ways to contribute to a revolutionary 
infrastructure that provides necessary funds and sup- 
port work. We have few things standing between us and 
making this happen. 

Animal liberationists, most notably Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC), are already destroying Huntingdon 
Life Sciences by attacking its peripheral support, and the 
underground has taken notice. Any group of activists 
(including Earth Firstlers) could learn a lot by watching the 
SHAC campaign closely. 


The media often reports that the Earth Liberation Front 
in the US has caused more than $45 million in damage 
since 1997. I would say this is a conservative estimate. 
With so many environmental groups and activists ca- 
pable of hitting targets anywhere in the US, is there really 
anyone who we could not take out? It is time to put the 
boot in, and hard. Let's stop pandering to the bias of the 
media, stop muzzling ourselves with nonviolence and 
start the long process of learning the skills necessary to 
increase the amount of wilderness and decrease the 
amount of oppression. 

This article obviously cannot begin to tackle all of the 

strategic holes we 
currently have. It 
should also not be 
taken as one more 
in a series of re- 
cent platformist 
rants designed to 
Rod CORONADO make the rank- 

and-file work to- 
ward someone else's revolution. I do think activists need 
to take seriously the fact that our opponents are winning 
and nothing that has been done so far has had that much 
effect. I hope that this provides discussion points for the 
upcoming EF! Organizers' Conference and that everyone 
begins to consider what they can do to improve our long- 
term vision for success. I encourage communication and 
can be reached at info@armedproductions.org. 

The morning before Josh Harper wrote this article, he was 
laughing at FBI agents for going through his garbage can. The 
can was filled with cat litter. 


“You know, those people— I think they should appreciate 
that we’re only targeting their property. Because frankly 
I think it’s time to start targeting them.” 



SHAC Attacks and HLS Loses 


Apart Piece by Piece 


by SHAC-USA 

Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) rep- 
resents the lowest of the low: people 
dedicated to making a profit by tortur- 
ing thousands of loving, feeling be- 
ings in the name of science. Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 
has responded by developing a multi- 
dimensional campaign dedicated to 
shutting HLS down. By attacking vul- 
nerable points beyond HLS's control, 
SHAC has brought one of the world's 
largest vivisection laboratories to the 
brink of financial collapse. 

The campaign has targeted the small- 
est components of the lab support struc- 
ture, such as janitorial services, food 
catering and lawn care, as well as some 
of the largest financial institutions in 


the world, including Barclays, Merrill 
Lynch, HSBC and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland. One thing remains the same 
in each case: When the smoke clears, 
we are left with a victory. 

On December 17, Marsh, Inc., the 
world's largest corporate insurance bro- 
ker, relinquished its relationship with 
HLS. For the 10 months prior to this 
announcement, activists around the 
world spammed Marsh and HLS's email 
and fax networks, conducted home vis- 
its, made late night wake-up calls and 
harassed Marsh employees. The under- 
ground movement attacked Marsh in 
the dead of the night by smashing win- 
dows, painting houses and cars, as well 
as trashing golf courses where the ex- 
ecutives played. Finally, like all of SHAC's 
prior targets, Marsh gave up. 



Just a couple weeks before, on De- 
cember 1, HLS celebrated 50 years of 
operations. To make it the last birthday 
for HLS, hundreds of activists gathered 
for a demonstration at HLS headquar- 
ters in New Jersey. They converged on 
the lab with signs and banners, and 
continued on next page 
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Protesting HLS's 50tli 


continued from previous page 
they brought their message to the world 
with international media coverage. 
Later, FBI and police agents stationed 
themselves outside the homes of HLS 
employees in New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania as activists spread out across the 
states to pay home visits. The following 
morning, activists visited the New York 
City home of HLS executive Andrew 
Baker to let him know that he and the 
other HLS direc- 
tors are facing a 
losing battle. 

In January, two 
HLS directors re- 
signed. After a few 
short months of 
being the subject 
of SHAC's cam- 
paigning, direc- 
tors Kirby Lee 
Cramer and John 
Caldwell left, sell- 
ing off hundreds of thousands of shares 
of stock. Since the SHAC campaign 
began in 1999, share prices have fallen 
from $30 to two dollars per share — 
meaning the two directors lost mil- 
lions of dollars. HLS desperately filled 
the positions with "international busi- 
nessmen," including Muhammed 
Faruque, a 73-year-old sugar and ce- 
ment manufacturer in Pakistan. Within 
one week, Faruque's work, home, cell 
phone and immediate family's phone 
lines were jammed with calls of protest. 
He resigned almost immediately. 

Directors, old and new, have all 
learned of the extent of the campaign 
against HLS. For example, in October 
2001, SHAC turned Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, into a battle zone against Stephens, 
Inc., the largest investor in HLS at the 
time. By January 2002, Stephens had 
dropped its investment in HLS torture. 

Lessons from Overseas 

The campaign against HLS began in 
the United Kingdom with SHAC-UK 
serving as the model for SHAC-USA. 
Taking the UK cue, SHAC-USA has put 
an emphasis on consistent fundraising. 
Beyond paying for administrative costs 
and legal bills, SHAC-USA has made 
the anti-HLS campaign free for others 
to join. Outreach materials are sent 
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free of charge to any groups or indi- 
viduals that request them. Mimicking 
the fundamental set-up of SHAC-UK, 
SHAC-USA has accomplished an im- 
portant feat: demonstrating the 
sustainability of full-time, grassroots 
animal rights activists. 

The galvanization of the grassroots 
animal rights movement behind one 
coherent target has been another im- 
portant aspect of the UK campaign. 

Never before has 
the US animal 
rights move- 
ment come to- 
gether to form 
such a cohesive 
fighting unit as 
it has with 
the SHAC cam- 
paign. One of 
the most effec- 
tive tactics has 
anniversary in New jersey been tQ identify 

targets to anyone, no matter where 
they are in the country. This approach 
expands beyond the usual lab targets 
(i.e. those directly involved in animal 
cruelty) to hit those that serve as the 
infrastructure for the company and 
the industry. 

The attitude of 
the SHAC-USA 
campaign, 
adopted from the 
UK, is a commit- 
ment to never 
back down. It is 
invigorating and 
empowering to be 
a part of a cam- 
paign that prom- 
ises that its target 
will be shut down 
whether it takes 
three weeks or three years. 

It is this audacious tone and willing- 
ness to push activism into the gray 
areas of legality that has sparked new 
interest in animal rights activism. Like 
the UK, the US movement is now 
seeing lines blurred between above 
ground and underground activism. 

Inspired by how SHAC-UK has played 
a large role in supporting the ideology 
of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), 
SHAC-USA has supported ALF actions 



with press releases and events like "ALF 
Appreciation Week." The ALF has en- 
gaged in a number of acts of economic 
sabotage directed against HLS, and it 
has succeeded in several important lib- 
erations. These direct actions have been 
plugged into a very well-organized and 
strategic campaign. As a result, the ac- 
tions have a bigger impact than the 
monetary value of the property de- 
stroyed or the individual lives saved, 
since these become a part of the all-out 
assault on the company being targeted. 

All of the tactics, strategies and fer- 
vor of the UK could not be applied 
exactly to the US campaign. But they 
could be modified. The US effort 
against HLS has proven this point and 
continues to move ahead assessing 
what works and what does not. 

Although US activists have had to 
contend with traveling thousands of 
miles across the country, imprison- 
ment, anti-racketeering and other 
lawsuits, the grassroots animal rights 
movement need not be bound by these 
restrictions. SHAC-UK has taught us 
that we should not be afraid to think 
big in the fight for animal liberation. 

Whether this is interpreted as 
embarking on a nationwide arson 
campaign or per- 
haps using fi- 
nancial pressure 
to strategically 
dismantle one of 
the largest ani- 
mal testing labs 
in the world, the 
| message is the 
;same: Animal 

^liberation can 

n 

be a daily reality 
if people break 
beyond the tra- 
ditional forms of activism to accom- 
plish their goals. 

At this time, there are eight activists 
in jail for SHAC actions, most serving 
one-year sentences. 

For more information on how 
to support them, about HLS and 
the campaign to close it down, 
contact SHAC-USA, POB 22398, 
Philadelphia, PA 19110; (732) 
545-7560; shacusa@envirolink.org; 
www.shacamerica.net. 


Activists force their way into Stephens, Inc. 


is Your Time to Support the ALF 



The following was written by David Barbarash, who served as 
the North American Animal Liberation Front (ALF) spokesperson 
from 1 999 to January 2003. 

Effective immediately, I am resigning from my position as 
the North American spokesperson for the ALF and ending 
my tenure with the press office. 

I have held this voluntary position since the Summer of 
1999, and after more than three years, I've reached some 
conclusions and perspective about the work and role of a 
public spokesperson. 

I have enjoyed this work immensely, and it has been 
very rewarding personally, but I do not believe that my 
position is necessary for the furtherance of animal libera- 
tion. In some cases, I believe that it is detrimental to the 
overall movement. 

Too many times, I have not been able to convey the 
message that needs to be heard regarding the suffering of 
animals and our collective responsibility to end this suffer- 
ing. Too often, I have not been given the space in the media 
to explain why the ALF 
takes the action that it 
does and the underly- 
ing reasons why 
people would want to 
risk their own free- 
dom to save animal 
lives. The story has 
too often been 
about me, the 
only public 
face of the un- 
derground 
movement. 


I have come to believe that there is no real need for an 
"official" public face to represent the ALF. It will continue to 
take direct action as long as there remains animal suffering, 
torture and murder, regardless of whether or not a public 
spokesperson exists. 

I also believe that the existence of a press office and media 
spokesperson gives other groups and individuals reason to 
not speak up in support of the underground movement. My 
role has allowed others to step aside and to keep from taking 
a positive public stand on illegal, nonviolent direct action. 

To those in the animal rights/liberation movement who 
are surprised by my resignation or who are upset about the 
lack of a public voice for the ALF, I say this: Now is your 
opportunity to step forward! Now is the time for your local 
animal rights group to put out its own press releases in 
support of the ALF when the next strike occurs in your area. 
Now is the time for you and your friends to organize and 
garner public support for the ALF when it raids that nearby 
fur farm, destroys meat trucks at the local slaughterhouse or 
paints slogans on the neighborhood fast food outlet. 

Let's face it: A few dozen public spokespeople across the 
continent, all speaking up in support of the ALF is a much 
better situation than having only one public face you see 
and hear about all the time. The story isn't about me as an 
individual. It's about the animals and the brave people who 
risk everything to save them. My resignation is an attempt 
to re-focus the media toward the real issues of animal 
exploitation. And it is an opportunity for the animal rights 
movement to step up the fight and play a more critical role 
in this struggle. 

Although I am resigning from my position as the public 
spokesperson, the North American ALF Press Office will still 
exist. The press office will continue to be a recipient of 
anonymous communiques from the ALF, and the anony- 
mous press office volunteers will continue to send out those 
communications to the media. 

The primary delivery service that the press office will be 
utilizing is the Animal Liberation Frontline Information 
Service email list. I strongly encourage reporters, editors 
and all media outlets to subscribe to this service, 
which is also the primary method of press release 
delivery used by the Earth Liberation Front's 
press office. To subscribe, visit lists.resist.ca/ 
mailman/listinfo/frontline-news. 

Effective immediately, the North Ameri- 
can ALF Press Office can be contacted at 
alfpress@resist.ca. There is no telephone 
number for the press office. All phone lines 
have been disconnected. The mailing ad- 
dress will remain for now, until other ar- 
rangements are made. 

On a final note, donations to the press office are 
still gratefully accepted. All donations and communi- 
cations can be mailed to the North American ALF Press 
Office, POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1, Canada. 
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The following story, was received anonymously by several animal rights organizations. It appeared in the Fall 2002 issue of 
Bite Back, a magazine that strives to create a culture of support for the Animal Liberation Front. 

During the past 20 years, activists have been able to get inside of the world’s most notorious lab, Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(Hl.S). They would apply for jobs or would simply walk in, carrying still cameras or hidden video cameras and capturing some 
of the most damning footage of laboratory abuse that the public had ever seen. However, one night, activists set out forHLS with 
the intent to not only leave with video footage, but with animals as well. 



On April 1, 2001, our lives changed. It was on this 
weekend that I, along with some very dear comrades, 
entered HLS and left with 14 precious friends. In the span of 
three days, the entire animal liberation movement in the US 
was entering a new era. 

We, the underground animal liberation movement, were 
becoming more focused, plugging into the above ground 
campaigns — to inspire them and give them hope. We were 
promoting tactics that require audacity, even if unconven- 
tional, while still using uncompromising vigilante rescues 
as the most effective way to free animals now. 

Of course, the most important change that weekend was 
in the lives of the 1 4 beagle puppies that we lifted from their 
living graves. It’s hard for me to imagine now, these puppies 
who love sunshine, grass and romping with each other, 
back in those steel cages we found them in. And they're 
never going back. 

HLS is a vile little lab, and it has tried to not only hide from 
the animal rights community but the nation as a whole. The 
lab is almost entirely surrounded by woods. We were able to 
walk around the whole perimeter of the lab unnoticed and 
see the filth that passersby can't see from the roadway. 

HLS resides in a town so tiny, it doesn't even have its own 
police force and relies upon the next town 
over, Franklin Township, to provide pro- 
tection. But no evil can protect itself from 
the pure of heart. We put in time and 
effort until we learned how to outsmart 
HLS at its wicked game. There are two 
bodies of water behind HLS, one being a 
canal that divides up the police forces of 
the area. We knew that police are inher- 
ently routine in their work, seldom using 
any creative skills, and that they wouldn't 
think outside their own jurisdiction if 
they knew a "crime" was occurring. We 
therefore entered and left from outside 
their jurisdiction. This required crossing 
the canal, at times 100 feet wide and too 
deep to be able to walk across. 

We tied a rope to one of the trees along 
tire shore and sent one of our first people 
out to cross the canal. The boat's oars 
dipping into the water silently created 
huge ripples that spread to both shores in 
a matter of seconds. We too, silent and 
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anonymous, hoped to create huge ripples and show the world 
that the use of animals as a vehicle for human greed would no 
longer be tolerated. At the other shore, the rope was tied to 
another tree. This enabled us to shuttle each other across the 
canal in a matter of moments. We followed the backwoods 
trails that had been created by deer, passing the landmarks we 
had come to know like the back of our hands. 

Our lookouts were all stationed, it was time to go inside. 
We used bolt cutters to create emergency exits every few 
sections of barbed wire fence in case we needed a quick 
escape. This wasn't very likely though, since the security 
force was not threatening or effective. The fence doesn't 
even touch the ground in many places, sometimes leav- 
ing four-foot gaps to slide under. The back gate was never 
locked tight enough to keep us from passing in and out for 
previous surveillance. We knew the precise timing of the 
security rounds. For the specific employee working that 
night, we had six to seven minutes as he completed his 
rounds and would return to our entry point. The security 
patrol was hard to miss and always gave plenty of notice 
since the truck used highly visible flashing lights, driving 
five miles per hour. 

When we were initially searching for the animal storage 
units, we had been erroneously looking 
inside the lab. Climbing up the jungle 
gym of pipes along the back of the main 
building, we were able to enter the 
necropsy room through a skylight that 
wasn't nailed down. Several operating 
tables were covered with evidence of pain- 
ful dissections and had surgical instru- 
ments left to soak in pools of blood on the 
tables overnight. 

It was only by following the stench of 
animals living in close quarters to one 
another that we were able to find the 
only animals we saw alive at HLS. All of 
the sheds in the back have alarmed, 
deadbolted doors. But they also have 
ladders that lead straight up to the venti- 
lation shafts of the buildings. We climbed 
up and entered the building through the 
unlocked door only 10 feet above the 
alarmed, deadbolted one. Sheets of ply- 
wood created a path crossing over the 
cave of exposed fiberglass insulation 





where tangled wires hung down casually. We tore apart the 
insulation and sawed a hole through the ceiling to the floor 
where the animals were. The locked door was no match to 
the crowbar that popped it open in seconds. 

When we entered the beagle unit, it was eerily silent. The 
dogs, upon seeing us, made no noise. Through the darkness, 
we could see the shiny black of the puppies' eyes peering at 
us with a mixture of curiosity and intense fear of humans. 
We had waited so long for this moment. We ran from cage 
to cage and flung all the doors open at once. As they saw the 
first puppy do it, all the others began to understand that 
they could get up and leave their prison with the slatted steel 
floor. The puppies ran all over the unit, exercising their new 
found freedom to run, jump and interact with one another. 
Those who were small enough went into carriers, and for 
some of the larger dogs, we affixed harnesses fashioned out 
of rope. We cleared the unit and took every living animal we 
found out with us. 

I took two dogs with me, both the largest dog and the 
smallest puppy of the lot. As we ran along a grassy trail 
created by powerlines, the puppy was a ball of energy. The 
older dog trotted along at a pace worthy of a Sunday walk. 
But before we were halfway out, the puppy was getting 


restless and began to cry. The three of us stopped for a 
moment, and the little one kept jumping up to sniff me as 
I scratched behind his ears. I pulled him up into my arms, 
and he began to lick my face through the fabric of my mask. 
"I understand Little One, you're tired. You're just a baby 
here, fleeing for your life." It was at this time that I appreci- 
ated the steady pace of the older dog. He seemed to know 
and understand that if he patiently ran and kept moving, he 
would never have to return to the iron cube he had been in 
for what was most likely years. 

The three of us crossed the canal and knew that we were 
going to be safe. We were the last ones to meet up with the 
rest of the group. As I loaded my new friends up for 
transportation, all that was visible was a sea of wagging tails 
and bobbing puppies jumping all over, relishing the feeling 
of contact and play. Although we all moved with a stealthy 
silence, there was an intense feeling of celebration. 

The beginnings of dawn were lightening the sky to a dark 
blue-gray, and it was going to rain soon. Within hours, our 
footprints would be washed away in the mud. The dogs 
would be on the long, well-deserved journey to their new 
lives. It was a beautiful morning, and it was a brand new day 
for the animals. 
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An interview with Rod Coronado 


continued from page 7 
we were Yaqui and this was our story, 
too — though I didn't really know what 
she meant at the time. 

EF!f: It is evident that your work is 
grounded in a strong spiritual practice. 
Why do you think most folks in the 
radical environmental movement dismiss 
this as "woo?" 

RC: It's a very Eurocentric perspec- 
tive to deny spirituality to the envi- 
ronmental movement. It's one of the 
main reasons I get tired of hearing old 
white men like John Muir and Aldo 
Leopold quoted. Neither of these guys 
said anything about the Earth that 
wasn't common knowledge among 
indigenous people. 

When I returned to the 
rez and started hanging out 
with the elders, direct action, 
deep ecology, radical envi- 
ronmentalism — whatever 
you want to call it — were all 
part of the sacred knowledge 
handed down orally, not 
some philosophical or ideo- 
logical concept. 

Spirituality for me is not 
only about sustenance, but a 
kind of road map one uses 
to successfully navigate 
through life. I believe that 
many of us in EF! lived be- 
fore and probably fought be- 
fore. When who you are and 
what you are is about the 
Earth, you learn that your 
own true power can only come from 
the Earth. That's what Geronimo and 
other great warriors knew. Only when 
we believe in our own power more 
than that of our enemies will we 
rediscover the kind of power the Earth 
has available to us as warriors. It is 
power that comes not out of fear but 
through simply listening and learn- 
ing the lessons of how to live harmo- 
niously with the rhythms of nature. 
For me, it's about being a better hu- 
man and a warrior. I know my power 
isn't gonna come from a system con- 
trolled by rich, privileged, white men. 
My power comes from the very things 
I fight for. 


EF!J: Some see economic sabotage as 
violent and in opposition to their sense of 
ethics. How do these two seemingly diver- 
gent issues meet for you? 

RC: In our struggle to defend the 
Earth, I cannot ever imagine the two 
being separate. When we're talking 
about defending and living harmoni- 
ously with the Earth and her people — 
human and others — we're talking 
about a centuries-old spiritual resis- 
tance. Let's just talk about this conti- 
nent, though it can apply to most of 
the world. Long before contemporary 
environmentalism and animal rights, 
there were human resistance move- 
ments fighting for the same things 
we're fighting for today. People being 


murdered for standing by the very 
same beliefs we say we are about in EF! . 

As an indigenous person, I've had 
to relearn that fighting for the Earth 
as EF! does is a very old, sacred and 
honorable duty. It's one where I've 
learned that we can be the most effec- 
tive when we take advantage of the 
knowledge and power our enemies 
know nothing of. They have laughed 
at this kind of thing for hundreds of 
years, and I'm glad they don't get it. 
They never will, but I've seen the 
Earth spirits. I pray to them and have 
had them help me carry out success- 
ful attacks against the Earth's enemies. 
I know that when I was out there on 


the run, it was they who protected me 
and warned me of danger. 

EF!f: There has been a long-standing 
controversy in EF! between those who 
view environmental and social justice 
issues as stemming from a common root 
and those who feel human-related is- 
sues are not as important and should be 
separate. When did you first notice this 
pattern in EF! and how did you deal 
with the conflict? 

RC: A hundred years ago, my own 
ancestors were burning down 
AmeriKKKan agricultural operations a 
few hours south of Tucson, long before 
there ever was an anti-globalization 
movement. Hell, indigenous resisters 
were the first anti-globalization 
movement, fighting the im- 
perialist economic and 
social policies of European 
governments and the 
impact they had on the 
environment and our own 
lives, which were really 
inseparable. 

When I first became in- 
volved with EF!, I saw a lot of 
very privileged, white, 
middle-class EFlers who 
didn't care about the envi- 
ronment the majority of us 
live in unless it was "wilder- 
ness." I dealt with it by just 
doing EF! actions that re- 
flected what I believed EF! to 
be. It pissed some folks off to 
see our anarchist ALF flag at 
the '88 Round River Rendezvous, but we 
were the young guard, just as others are 
today. Whether the old guard likes it or 
not, EF! and radical environmentalism 
comes in many diverse forms. I guess it 
never really troubled me, because I be- 
lieve the ones we are most answerable to 
are the beings we represent. 

EF!J: You were apart of the collective that 
proposed the EF! Journal's move to Tucson, 
until the feds said that your involvement 
broke the conditions of your probation. 
Working to build diversity in the EF! move- 
ment was one of the main reasons for 
bringing the Journal to the Southwest. What 
are your thoughts on movement building in 
relation to Earth First!? 



Sea Shepherds David Howitt and Rod Coronado with Dave 
Foreman at the Sagebrush Patriots' Rally in 1988 
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genuinely fears. Direct action is about 
taking a very unpopular stance at a very 
necessary time. 

The ALF or ELF will never be hailed 
as heroes in our time. Their roles will 
be seen more clearly in 100 years 
when the ecological shortsightedness 
of our present government is real- 
ized. Some people say 
that in a "post-Septem- 
ber 11" world there's less 
room for direct action. 
But that's exactly what 
the Consumer Freedom 
whores want us to be- 
lieve. They're exploiting 
September 11 to push 
their own agenda, while 
hoping it will force us to 
compromise ours. 

Personally, I don't know 
why someone hasn't tried 
to burn down Pacific Lum- 
ber or the Horse Butte Cap- 
ture Facility. How many 
more rivers and salmon 
runs have to be destroyed 
and buffalo slaughtered be- 
fore we realize these cor- 
porations are killingus and 
our only home? I don't 
care what the political climate is, it's 
never not a good time to take direct 
action to rescue victims from suffering 
and cease the destruction. 

EF!J: Unfortunately, it seems like more 
folks are getting caught. A re there any words 
of wisdom or lessons that you want to 
convey to potential elves to keep them safe? 

RC: Hopefully, it seems that way 
because there are just more people 
fed up and taking action. Words of 
wisdom to all ELF and ALF warriors 
out there: Stay away from your old 
friends and familiar above ground 
political scenes; don't use computers 
or telephones for anything; don't 
put any faith in techy gadgets; keep 
it simple; never use your own vehicle 
or those of other activists; physical 
exercise (think of the embarrassment 
of being run down by a cop); and 
don't pinch pennies, your freedom 
is worth the few extra bucks it costs 
to increase your security. Pray to the 
powers of Earth for guidance — stealth 
of Cougar, night sight of Owl, like 
lightning, the power to strike your 
enemies suddenly and return home 
safely. I love you all, and I'm praying 
for you to make it count. Maximum 
destruction! Not minimum damage. 
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shifted modes and became the French 
Resistance. I think we need to con- 
tinue to be one of the only voices for 
the growing global, guerrilla, eco-de- 
fense movement. But we also need to 
slap some sense into people until 
they're ready to take action. The 
struggle to defend the Earth will live 
on; whether Earth First! does depends 
on our own willingness to put action 
behind our words. Otherwise, we're 
just another environmental group. 

EFlf: The ALF and Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) have been spun by the corpo- 
rate media as domestic terrorists. Do you 


them out. Repression is intended to 
intimidate others from engaging in 
acts of resistance. It means we just 
have to continue to evolve and be 
clever, just like Coyote. 

Let's again look at the history of resis- 
tance in North America. One hundred 
years ago, the US and Mexican govern- 
ments referred to my people as "blood- 
thirsty savages" or " indios diablos. " Now, 
they call us "ecoterrorists." If Jesus Christ 
were alive today doing what he did, 
they'd call him a terrorist too. The pun- 
ishments for direct action resistance are 
so high because it is a tactic the state 


RC: Earth First! needs to break out of 
its comfort zone if we want to survive 
the coming waves of repression and 
continue strategic guerrilla resistance. 
There are so many folks out there from 
other walks of life that are ready to fight. 
We need to reach those people who are 
outside of college towns and activist 
circles. We need to bring 
back the old roadshow con- 
cept and get EF! ideas out 
to the rez's and neighbor- 
hoods. We need to go to 
people when they need 
help and not just when we 
need help, get to know 
them and let them get to 
know us. That's how we've 
built the coalition with the 
Apaches in Arizona who 
are fighting the Mt. Gra- 
ham telescope project. 

There are so many "Third 
World" environmental ca- 
tastrophes right here in 
AmeriKKKa. We need to 
learn how to operate in the 
frontline environmental 
battles right here and not 
just jet off to the big demos 
and conferences. 

EFlf: How do you think the Journal can 
be more effective at this? 

When I think of the Journal, I think 
of the French socialist newspapers that 
continued to organize against fascism 
right up until the Nazi occupation. 
Once the Nazis shut them down, they 


think economic sabotage is still viable in 
the current political climate? 

RC: Direct action is more impor- 
tant now than ever because of today's 
political climate. Let's be real. If we 
really believe that we are part of a 
real resistance struggle then we have 
to expect that our effectiveness is 


Rod and his son at hot springs in Idaho in August 2002 

going to be seen not only in our 
impacts on the Earth-destroying in- 
dustries, but inevitably reflected 
more so in repressive government 
attacks. The more dangerous that it 
is to do ELF and ALF actions, the 
more important it becomes to carry 


The more dangerous that it is to do ELT 
and ALE actions, the more important it 
becomes to camj them out. 
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by Puck 

On January 20, Robert "Standing Deer" Hugh Wilson, an 
indigenous rights activist, was murdered in his home in 
Houston, Texas. Standing Deer had worked ceaselessly 
from prison to defend 
the human and religious 
rights of prisoners and 
advocated for the free- V 

dom of Leonard Peltier, 

Mumia Abu-Jamal and 
all other political pris- 
oners. He is best known 
for exposing a US gov- 
ernment plot in 1978 to 
assassinate indigenous 
rights activist Peltier, an 
American Indian Move- 
ment political prisoner. 

Friends and family 
gathered at Standing 
Deer's memorial on 
January 26 and recalled 
how this man — "who 
was so much more than 
just the guy who saved Leonard Peltier's life" — had touched 
their lives. He had put his own life on the line by coura- 
geously defying the government and tirelessly fighting the 
oppressive prison system in which he spent most of his 
adult life. As sage burned, friends shared stories about 
Standing Deer, who they remembered as always smiling 
and joking. They also recalled his incredible life journey — 
he was a hardened convict who became a loving, honor- 
able and deeply spiritual man. A gifted writer and dedi- 
cated activist, Standing Deer was always fighting "to make 
Mother Earth a better nesting place for our 
unborn generations." 

The most famous part of Standing Deer's 
life starts back in 1 9 78 . Standing Deer, who 
was then 46 years old, was imprisoned at a 
US penitentiary in Marion, Illinois. Many 
US political prisoners are kept at this super 
maximum security prison . Known to prison 
guards as both an intelligent and danger- 
ous man, Standing Deer had been recap- 
tured after a series of bank robberies in 
Chicago, Illinois, and the near-fatal shoot- 
ing of a police officer after he escaped from 
a guarded bus in Oklahoma. 

At the time, Standing Deer was suffering from a painful 
condition caused by degenerative discs in his spine. While 
in the prison hospital, he was approached by a prison 
official who suggested that he "inform" on the activities of 
Leonard Peltier, whom Standing Deer did not know. He 


refused. A couple of months later, after being transferred 
from the hospital to solitary confinement, he was denied 
all medical attention and collapsed in his cell in 

severe pain. 

It was at this point 
that R.M. "Max" Cary, 
the chief correctional 
supervisor at Marion, 
asked Standing Deer if 
he was ready to cooper- 
ate in exchange for 
medical treatment. 

Standing Deer was 
taken back to the hospi- 
tal, where he was ap- 
proached by Cary and a 
well-dressed blonde 
stranger. They asked if 
he would cooperate in 
"neutralizing Leonard 
Peltier." The stranger 
agreed to Standing 
Deer's demands of im- 
mediate medical treatment, parole from the federal system 
and the dismissal of eight indictments from his previous 
activities. In exchange, the stranger told Standing Deer to 
establish trust with Peltier and to eventually talk him into 
trying to escape so that Peltier could be "taken care of." 

"Don't even think of playing us for fools, because at this 
point, it's Peltier's life or yours," the stranger warned. 

On July 4, 1978, Standing Deer met Peltier in the yard at 
Marion. He was unexpectedly overwhelmed by Peltier's 
sincerity, strength and dedication to his people. Standing 


Deer, who "reeked of shame," spontaneously confessed 
his role in the government assassination plot. 

"As I listened to Leonard, I thought of my own life. Full- 
blood Oneida/Choctaw raised as a white man with white 
man values. Once again I asked myself: 'What price to do 
the dirty work of Greed?' I knew I would die if I betrayed 
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the US, but I knew I wouldn't want to live if I didn't. So I 
told him. That decision caused me a lot of misery, but I 
can't say I regret making it,” he wrote later. 

The day after Standing Deer's confession, Peltier and a 
300-pound Lakota man escorted him to an unoccupied 
room in Marion's law library. "The big man produced a 
length of rope while Leonard placed a blindfold over his 
own eyes. The Lakota man tied Leonard's hands securely 
behind his back; then the big man left the room and the 
law library. We were completely alone." 

Peltier instructed Standing Deer to barricade the door 
with a bookcase, then he verbally directed him to a knife 
that was hidden in another bookcase. Standing Deer picked 
up the knife. 

"The knife turned into a snake in 
my hand, and as I stared para- 
lyzed, it became the face of the 
blonde, blue-eyed stranger 
who wanted Leonard dead. As 
I looked into the blue eyes, I 
saw the face of the man who 
murdered my grandfathers 
and grandmothers. I was ter- 
rified, but when I looked at 
Leonard, he was smiling. I 
could hear his smile, and it 
sounded like a gentle water- 
fall. I could no longer see 
through my tears, but I heard 
the waterfall say, 'Do whatever it 
is you have to do, my brother.' And 
I fell to the floor and cut his bonds 
and removed his blindfold. He had 
tears in his eyes that looked like a 
rainbow. I discovered that I was weep- 
ing for the first time since 1 was nine 
years old and my brother died. It 
was then 1 knew I was coming 
home to my people." 

Standing Deer was trans- 
formed. He became involved in 
a Native American group that 
was trying to practice traditional 
culture and religion at Marion. 

Standing Deer also began his 
crusade against prison injustices 
with numerous, relentless letters 
that he mailed to prison officials and 
outside supporters to force change to 
internal prison affairs. He fought for bet- 
ter access to medical care, against forced labor and denial 
of religious and cultural rights for Native American and 
other ethnically distinct prisoners. 

In 1984, Standing Deer was housed in Springfield, 
Missouri, with Peltier and another prisoner, Albert Garza, 
at the US Medical Center for Federal Prisoners. All three 
participated in a "Marion Death Fast" that drew outside 
attention to the deplorable conditions at the supermax 
prison. In particular, Standing Deer demanded that 
Native Americans be allowed to practice their spiritual- 
ity in prison. "We will fast until we are either granted our 


constitutional right to practice our religion or until we 
return to our Creator," Standing Deer stated. The hun- 
ger strike lasted for 42 days. They were held in solitary 
confinement for 15 months with nothing in their cells 
except for a steel bunk and a toilet. 

In 1998, Standing Deer wrote an article criticizing the 
use of prisons for social control and "rehabilitation." It 
was printed as a guest column in the Hunstville Item, a 
newspaper in the city where he was imprisoned. For this, 
the prison authorities put Standing Deer in solitary 
confinement for 24 days and confiscated his writings, 
political files and mail. 

In September 2001, Standing Deer was finally freed. Al- 
though he was warned that his parole could be revoked if he 
participated in activism, Standing Deer immediately began 
to organize with the indigenous and other communities in 
Houston, Texas, where he settled. He continued his work to 
free Peltier. He gave talks, encouraging and befriending 
younger activists. Recently, he joined the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee's board of directors. 

The week before Standing Deer was killed, a man named 
Pius Vinton Smashed Ice arrived in Houston and stayed at 
Standing Deer's home. 

On January 20, apparently following an argument, 
Smashed Ice stabbed Standing Deer numerous times. 
Smashed Ice broke the rear door to give the impression of 
a forced entry and then he left. At seven a.m. the 
following morning, Smashed Ice returned to 
the scene to call the Houston 
Police Department, report- 
ing that he had just 
discovered Standing 
Deer dead. Smashed 
Ice is being held in 
Harris Countyjail 
and has confessed 
to the murder. 

Those who 
spoke at Standing 
Deer's memorial 
agreed that the 
best way to pay 
tribute to this 
warrior's life is to 
continue the fight 
to free Peltier. 
"Standing Deer 
vowed he would not 
die until Leonard 
was free; so clearly he 
is still with us and will not 
truly rest until Peltier is released," said a close friend. 

In the spirit of total resistance, in the spirit of Standing 
Deer, let us free Peltier and all other political prisoners! Let 
us, in Standing Deer's words, fight for Mother Earth and 
"defeat the oppressors with life." 

For more information, visit the website Standing Deer 
Presente, www.geocities.com/standingdeerl/index.htm. 

Puck thanks Anna Standing Deer and Chris Plummer for 
their help and inspiration in writing this article. 
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continued from page 15 

Traveling through pockets of resistance from city to 
city allowed us to observe the state of our movement as 
a whole. Contrary to the intricate deceptions of the mass 
media, people are waking up to the 
mounting threats we all face and are 
mobilizing. Disparate subcultures 
and whole communities under- 
stand the dangers imposed by a 
runaway capitalist society. 

It was apparent throughout 
our travels that anti-Bush and 
anti-war sentiment is a cata- 
lyzing force bringing diverse 
groups together. Bush's recent 
visits to Medford, Oregon, Flagstaff, 

Arizona, and Dallas, Texas, all sparked the 
largest demonstrations locals could remember. Young 
anarchists are in the streets with gray-haired peace activ- 
ists. Labor groups, church coalitions and others in the 
mainstream are bringing out people who have never been 
to a protest before. People are pissed, and their rage is 
building bridges between factions who are not tradition- 
ally used to working together. This solidarity may be what 
the empire ultimate^ fears most. 

A blending of art and action was important during our 
journey and the musical trio, Sisters of the Revolution, 
played shows at nearly every stop. They helped to ease the 
monotony of empire culture with the music of revolution 
and love. Their presence in song offered an element of 
celebration and camaraderie. It built community as only 
the rituals of art and music really can. 

A primary lesson that resounded throughout our travels 
was the fundamental value of working outside our bound- 
aries of comfort and familiarity. We found that some 
groups are more evolved in confronting social issues — 
from racism and sexism to homophobia — while others are 
further along integrating sustainable agriculture, alterna- 
tive transportation or the consensus process. When the 
social sophistication of urban communities overlaps with 
the ecological understanding of backwoods campaigns, 
the whole movement is stronger. 

Joining forces with urban organizers, animal rights 
activists, radical fairies and old Black Panthers helped to 
broaden our awareness and fine tune our perspectives on 
what tactics are effective in challenging the hierarchy of 
power. At the same time, some of our Earth-based out- 
looks and ways of operating as a community offered 
useful insights to our hosts, which they were happy to 
integrate into their circles. 

A common reaction from activists in the states we traveled 
through was how invigorated individuals and campaigns 
became when they received support from outside their 
communities. People often overlook how to relate their local 
struggles to the larger movement. The illusion of separation 
is oppressive and counter-revolutionary. Weaving together 
communities of resistance is crucial to a widespread turning 
away from the death-culture of the mainstream. 
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Life on the road for us meant 
unexpected encounters with 
people totally outside "the 
movement." Rolling into 
town in a converted Grey- 
hound bus covered with 
political banners and filled 
with radicals always drew 
attention. The conversations 
that came out of people's curiosity may have cre- 
ated the biggest impacts of our trip. 

Many people we met were mystified that anyone 
would volunteer, let alone use personal savings, to 
charge at the windmills of corporate power and cul- 
tural conditioning. Along with the confusion, peoples' 
eyes often communicated deep appreciation and some- 
times, even awe. The spark of possibility aroused by a collec- 
tive dedicated to resistance can strike a chord in all but the 
most cynical of hearts. It is easy to underestimate the value of 
an overt voice for dissent. Overall, we found that people are 
hungry for change and beneath their hardened exteriors, 
they are often more sympathetic to genuine radical action 
than limp attempts at reform. 

We caught glimpses of people working from many angles 
to undermine, overthrow and deconstruct the patriarchy, 
oligarchy, hierarchy and arrogant blindness of imperial 
mentality. The work that reached us most deeply was that 
which recognized the need to create as well as resist. With 
few respectable elders to guide our path, we are building a 
culture as we grasp for a better way. It is not enough that 
we tear down the institutions of the old paradigm; we must 
also break the chains that hold back the rich expression of 
our humanity. We are all playful, sensitive beings with 
passions, talents and desires. The most 
vibrant communities and the most 
inspiring actions we witnessed were 
those that integrated this into their 
efforts of opposition. 

In the tapestry of tactics that 
makes up a movement, the activ- 
ist-action tour is an important 
strand. A few people can reach thou- 
sands with a reciprocal exchange of 
lessons from the far-flung frontlines of our struggle. Life on 
the road expanded the horizons of our group. The connec- 
tions cultivated during our months on tour will continue to 
inform our actions and draw our circles closer together in 
the years to come. Our community and campaigns felt our 
absence, yet others emerged in our places, and we now 
return with new roles to play and new skills to offer. 

The Oxygen Collective and Sisters of the Revolution 
are planning and organizing future tours. We will be 
participating in events throughout Cascadia Summer 
and will look for ways to respond to the war machine as 
events develop. 

For more information on either collaborating with us or 
about our current projects, contact the Oxygen Collective, 
oxygen@o2collective.org; www.o2collective.org. 




by Basurero $250 billion in annual taxes for a mili- 

tary that protects our oil interests; the 
From the Fryer to the Fuel Tank: The social and environmental costs of war; 

Complete Guide to Using Vegetable the incalculable loss of the atmosphere, 

Oil as an Alternative Fuel, by Joshua as well as the massive economic losses 
Tickell, Tickell Energy Consulting, 2000. associated with importing petroleum. 

Out of the Frying Pan and into 

the Fire? 

Since I have been getting all of my In chapter two, "Renewable Energy: 
food out of the dumpster for a while the Solution," he introduces biodiesel, 
now, I've been longing to graduate to Tickell explains that biodiesel, a car- 
living entirely off the waste of America bon-neutral fuel, would not harm the 
in a grease-powered bus. I would have atmosphere, and its production could 
no rent, no fuel costs, no grocery bills be localized. Switching to biodiesel 
and minimal participation in the cash would keep us out of wars associated 
economy. I was excited to get my with oil, reduce the trade deficit and 
hands on Joshua Tickell's From the create jobs. by eight million acres of ponds grow - 

Fryer to the Fuel Tank: The Complete Though attempting to achieve a more ing oil-yielding algae. 

Guide to Using Vegetable Oil as an Alter- positive vision than today's world, Petroleum consumption in the US 
native Fuel because i.t has been her- Tickell does not analyze the environ- is huge, and any activity short of a 
aided as the only book the aspiring mental and social costs of cars them- drastic consumption reduction 
biodiesel maker needs. selves. Nor does he realistically assess would not have a significant posi- 

The level of thought put into this the political power of the petroleum tive effect on the environment. Ulti- 
book was very high. Tickell presents industry. Ultimately, it might be easier mately, Americans who want to 
clear, understandable descriptions for to have a total revolution where the help the Earth are not going to do 
building home-scale processors and whole structure could be scrapped than it just by switching to biodiesel 
thorough instructions on making veg- to try to force a government funded by or even by putting solar panels on 
etable oil fuels. He offers cost break- oil to switch to biodiesel. their homes. If we are lucky, 

downs, mixing tables, diagrams, If you still think cars are worth it, we'll still be around when the Earth 
Internet references and resources. This Tickell tells us how we could satisfy slowly starts to repair our damage, 
book is well worth its price for anyone the annual demand for 185 billion and Tickell's easy-to-understand 
interested in using biodiesel for a die- gallons of fuel. Canola would biodiesel guide will offer us the 
sel engine. However, what looms over have to be produced on all of our luxury of not having to pull the 
this and other "green technology" is fallow farmland, and all our waste oil plow ourselves, 
the fact that alternative energy itself captured. He cites a Department of Basurero lives in the desert Southwest 
is in no way a solution to our present Energy study showing that the re- and uses love to keep middle-class sensi- 
dilemma. What we really need to do maining demand could be satisfied bilities steadily in his crosshairs. 



is drastically reduce the degree of con- 
sumption in our everyday lives. 

Tickell writes like a man with a 
vision to incite a guerrilla fuel pro- 
duction movement. All those grease 
traps out there are begging to have 
their contents turned into 50 cent per 
gallon fuel! Ultimately in Tickell's 
vision, the movement could create 
enough political pressure to demand 
a complete switch to biodiesel. Fuel 
rebels could be the vanguard, spread- 
ing consciousness to mainstream 
Americans, showing them that there is 
an alternative to the political, economic 
and ecological instability of the global 
petroleum economy. 

In chapter one, "Fossil Fuels: the Prob- 
lem," Tickell presents the real costs of 
petroleum that are not included in the 
price at the pump. Hidden costs like 


THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF DR. DIESEL 


by Joshua Tickell 

When Rudolph Diesel unveiled the 
diesel engine at the 1900 World's 
Fair in Paris, France, he shocked repu- 
table scientists and inventors by pour- 
ing peanut oil into the engine. It is 
not surprising that Diesel designed 
the diesel engine to run on vegetable 
oil considering that this brilliant in- 
ventor spent his childhood in the 
agricultural provinces of France and 
Germany. He grew up around farm- 
ers, and he knew of their troubles 
and needs. 

Diesel promoted the benefits of us- 
ing agricultural fuel throughout his 


career. In 1913, Diesel was on a trip 
across the English Channel when 
he disappeared. A few days later, his 
body was found afloat. The British 
newspapers suggested that Dr. 
Rudolf Diesel was assassinated by 
foreign agents. 

After Diesel's death, the idea of 
fueling engines with vegetable oil 
was quickly and quietly swept un- 
der the rug. His original designs 
were modified, and diesel engines 
were made to run on the cheapest, 
most abundant fuel available: 
petroleum. 

Joshua Tickell is the author of From 
the Fryer to the Fuel Tank. 
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Putrid Patties Pile Up on Public Lands 


BY AJ SCHNELLER 

Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the 
American West, edited by George Wuerthner and Mollie 
Matteson, Island Press, 2002. 

It's big, it's beefy, and you don't even have to keep it 
refrigerated! The long-awaited Welfare Ranching: The Subsi- 
dized Destruction of the American West is stirring up the blood 
pressure of activists and public lands ranchers alike. Edited 
by George Wuerthner and Mollie Matteson, this behemoth 
of a book features nearly 400 pages of photographs and 
essays written by a cacophony 
of experts on the subject. 

Welfare Ranching has given 
a shot in the arm to all the 
public lands ranching activ- 
ists who turned up the heat 
after the publication of Lynn 
Jacob's Waste of the West. 

If you live in Arizona, Texas, 

Idaho, North Dakota, Montana, 

New Mexico, Oregon, Colo- 
rado, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming 
or California, this is your fight, 
this is your backyard. Even if 
you live in Hawaii, Alaska, 

Florida or Maine, these are your 
public lands, and those were 
your tax dollars used to de- 
wild and domesticate the West. 

Remember Clearcut: The 
Tragedy of Industrial Forestry 
by Bill Devall? And have you 
seen Fatal Harvest: The Trag- 
edy of Industrial Agriculture by 
Andrew Kimbrell? Welfare 
Ranching is kin to these other 
coffee-table books. Even if you have never pondered the 
destruction caused by public lands ranching, the graphic 
photos and easy to understand exhibits make it blatantly 
obvious that we're experiencing a serious assault on our 
public lands. 

The real meat in Welfare Ranching focuses on how de- 
structive and wasteful public lands ranching can be. More 
than 22,000 ranchers use 90 percent of our public lands to 
produce less than four percent of the nation’s beef supply. 
Taking into account the many direct and indirect federal 
expenditures, the full cost of the federal grazing program 
to the US Department of the Treasury is likely to total $500 
million annually. 

Wuerthner and Matteson easily pick apart the cowboy 
myths of this antiquated, pork-barreled and ecologically 
devastating paradigm. They've made their point through 
presenting some of the most hard-hitting articles, which 
were written by the whip-crackin'est scientists and econo- 
mists in the movement today. 

Andy Kerr and Mark Salvo educate the uninitiated in the 
chapter "Pillaged Preserves.” Did you know it's legal to 


graze cows in congressionally designated wilderness areas, 
where the "hand of man” is supposedly unnoticed? Did 
you know it's legal for ranchers to graze cows in our 
national parks? 

There's a whole lot of political clout in the livestock 
industry that places the almighty dollar over protection of 
resources. When you read Welfare Ranching, make sure you 
check out "Ranching Economics and Livestock Subsidies: 
The True Cost of a Hamburger." 

"A Century of Trashing Public Lands: Ecological Impacts 
of Livestock Production in Arid Western Landscapes" will 

make you fume at the sight of 
a bovine. Joy Belsky, Bill 
Willers, Carl E. Bock and 
Michael J. Robinson, along 
with 20 other authors, present 
compelling arguments to get 
rid of public lands ranching: 
It's the most common cause 
of species endangerment in 
the arid West. 

The industry is still crying 
wolf. According to Robinson, 
the livestock industry was the 
sole beneficiary of and the 
greatest political impetus for 
the extermination of the 
wolf. In the American West, 
a concerted campaign was 
mounted by federal hunters 
and funded with local, state 
and federal revenues. Using 
poison, traps and bullets, the 
government pursued each 
wolf with the avowed goal of 
wiping the species off the 
face of the Earth. 

Today, the livestock industry stands at the heart of the 
opposition to wolf recovery and has blocked, hampered 
and sabotaged reintroduction throughout the West. Un- 
fortunately, the industry's political clout has profoundly 
shaped wolf recovery programs that are supposed to be 
guided by science. 

Nothing is sacred when the cows are "turned out." The 
streams, rivers, springs, wafer quality, uplands, native 
species, fragile and living soils have been irreparably 
harmed by roads, dams, chaining, fences, seeding, hooves, 
development, traps, poisons, exotic weeds, trampling, piss 
and shit! 

The end of Welfare Ranching explains how you can help, 
debunks the common myth that "we need cows" and 
offers concrete solutions. The ranchers can read the writ- 
ing on the wall — the end of public lands ranching is near! 

AJ Schneller is a grazing reform program associate and 
environmental educator at the Center for Biological Diversity in 
Tucson, Arizona. He will be tabling at events across the West 
this Summer and Fall with loads of grazing handouts and 
smiles. Stop by and say howdy. 
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Rob los Ricos Thrown in the Hole 


On January 9, anarchist prisoners Rob 
los Ricos Thaxton and Brian McCarvill 
were sentenced to four months in the 
Disciplinary Segregation Unit at the 
Oregon State Penitentiary. The offense 
listed on their misconduct reports was 
"Unauthorized Organization I," but a 
corrections officer told Thaxton that he 
was "guilty of continuing to be involved 
with the anarchist movement." 

Thaxton is serving a seven-year sen- 
tence for throwing a rock at a cop at a 
1999 Eugene, Oregon, Reclaim the 
Streets protest. In a January communi- 
que from Thaxton, he stated: "I am 
routinely denied materials [prison au- 
thorities] think cross some vague bound- 
ary of unacceptability. 

"I tried to challenge the prison's 
designation of anarchists as a Secu- 
rity Threat Group .(STG) and the 
circle-A symbol as an STG symbol. 
What this has come down to over the 
ensuing years is that I can receive 
anything, even if it has the word 
'Anarchy' splashed across the pages 
in four-inch letters, but I can't have 
anything [including publications 
with photographs] that contains a 


circle-A symbol. The prisoncrats even 
have forbidden people to mark or cut 
out such offensive circle-As in order 
to make their publications palatable. 

"Lately, I've become more and more 
angry as fewer people write or 
send literature to me, due to 
prisoncratic interference. 

With less mail making it 
in, each Mail Violation No- 
tice I receive angers and 
frustrates me all the more. 

The Oregon Department 
of Corrections does not 
have the right to limit my 
communications with 
people who hold similar 
political views. 

"So, rather than go to 
the courts, rather than 
waste my time arguing 
with them, I did what I 
tend to do: I organized an 
anarchist protest. I asked 
people on the outside to send post- 
cards with a circle-A and the caption: 
'This is not a gang symbol'." 

On January 4, Thaxton and his 
cellmate, Brian McCarvill — who is 


himself involved in a lawsuit against 
the Oregon Department of Corrections 
concerning its use of the circle-A sym- 
bol to deny mail to prisoners — were 
given misconduct reports concerning 
52 items of mail that were sent 
to protest the prison mail 
policy. They were charged 
with being part of an unau- 
thorized organization, and 
both were sanctioned to 
spend four months in soli- 
tary confinement as a result. 
According to Thaxton, 
We are being singled out for 
repression because of our po- 
litical views and because we 
stand up for our rights as hu- 
man beings." 

For more information and 
to offer support to Robert 
Thaxton, #12112716, and 
Brian McCarvill, #1 1037967, 
contact them separately at 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310; 
www.defenestrator.org/roblosricos. 
Mail must have a complete name and 
return address on the envelope. 



Sherman Austin Still Under Attack 



Raisethefist.com is an anarchist and 
direct action website that has been 
under attack by the government. In 
January 2002, the 
website was shut 
down, the computers 
were seized, and its 
founder, Sherman 
Austin, had his house 
searched. Then in 
February 2002, when 
Austin protested 
the World Economic 
Forum in New York 
City, he was detained 
by the Secret Service 
and FBI and impris- 
oned for 13 days 
(see EF!J March- 
April 2002). 

Austin is facing two felony charges 
for distribution of information relat- 
ing to explosives on his website and 
possession of a firearm not registered 


to his name. His plea bargain was 
revoked by the judge that heard the 
case last October. If he is eventually 
convicted, he could 
serve three to 20 years 
in federal prison. 

Austin's next trial, 
originally set for 
March 15, was re- 
cently postponed. 

1 He is encouraging 
g folks to set up ben- 
! efit shows to get the 
» word out about 
| raisethefist.com and 
to set up demonstra- 
8 tions outside federal 
= buildings around the 
„. . .. country. He is also in 

need of donations to 
help with legal expenses. 

For more information or to 
lend support to Austin, visit 
www.raisethefist.com. 


Grigory Pasko Free 

On January 23, Russian political 
prisoner, Grigory Pasko, was released 
from imprisonment after serving 
most of his four-year sentence. Pasko, 
a military reporter, was arrested in 
1997 for espionage and treason when 
he exposed the Russian Navy's ille- 
gal dumping of nuclear waste into 
the Sea of Japan (see EF!f November- 
December 2002). 

Environmental and human rights 
group contend that he was arrested 
solely for his environmental 
whistle-blowing. The prosecutor's 
office may challenge the decision 
to release Pasko because he did not 
admit guilt. His lawyer will submit 
a supervisory appeal to chairman of 
the Russian Supreme court to estab- 
lish his innocence. 

Pasko vows to continue his jour- 
nalism work. 
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Cascadia Summer Call to Action! 


by Cascadia Summer Outreach Team 

During the last two years, George W. 
Bush and his cronies — Secretary of 
the Interior Gale Norton and 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark 
Rey — have acted in close cooperation 
with those who profit from the exploi- 
tation of the Earth. So far, the results 
here in Cascadia (also known as 
the Pacific Northwest) have 
been increased logging of old- 
growth forests, more destruc- 
tive road building and vast 
rollbacks of hard-won environ- 
mental protections. It is time to 
send a strong message to Wash- 
ington, DC, and the politicians' 
corporate sponsors that the pub- 
lic will not allow them to con- 
tinue to profit at the expense of 
the Earth. To the contrary, we 
are putting out a call to action 
to demand social and environ- 
mental justice. 

Right now in the mountains of 
Cascadia, forest defenders are working 
to organize Cascadia Summer — a cam- 
paign put together by a diverse coalition 
of grassroots environmental groups to 
protect endangered forests, streams and 
mountains on public lands throughout 
northern California, Oregon, Washing- 
ton and British Columbia. We are 
treesitters, road blockaders, political lob- 
byists, petitioners, fundraisers, popular 
educators, community organizers and 
so much more. 

Cascadia Summer will use a wide va- 
riety of tactics, and we will surely be 
more effective as a result of this mixture 
of approaches. There will be treesits, 
road blockades, intensive public out- 
reach, door-to-door rural outreach, mas- 
sive rallies, letter writing, forest surveys, 
botany surveys, field checking timber 
sales, civil-disobedience lockdowns, di- 
rect actions, teach-ins and field and 
library research for lawsuits. 

There is plenty of work to be done, 
and we are asking people to come out to 
Cascadia and lend a hand. Folks are 
welcome to join the campaign for any 
amount of time, from a few days to 
several months. 

Here is how Cascadia Summer will 
look: Beginning with the Cascadia 
regional rendezvous, held on Me- 


morial Day weekend, and continu- 
ing until the end of logging season 
sometime in October, individuals 
and affinity groups will travel to 
Cascadia to get involved. Once here, 
folks will be trained in skills and 
tactics necessary to be effective for- 
est defenders. We plan to share skills 
to use in organizing, direct action, 


outreach and conflict resolution. 
Intensive training will be an impor- 
tant part of Cascadia Summer, ac- 
tively taught and learned through 
hands-on participation. 

Activists will have the chance to work 
on several types of local campaigns dur- 
ing Cascadia Summer. For example, 
there will be endangered species survey- 
ing in southern Oregon, an intensive 
mral outreach effort in Washington's 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, three 
treesits in Oregon's Willamette National 
Forest, comprehen- 
sive field surveys of 
timber sales in the 
Blue Mountains in 
Eastern Oregon and 
spontaneous direct 
actions throughout 
Cascadia. 

After working on 
a campaign, affinity 
groups can choose to 
stay in their current 
locale or move to 
other campaigns. 

Some affinity groups 
may even choose to 
start their own cam- 
paigns with the sup- 
port of a local group. 


Cascadia Summer will also include 
some large regional actions and dem- 
onstrations. Such events could include 
a massive rally or ledge-sit outside of 
the national forest building in Port- 
land. We could gather to shut down 
access to the auction of a particularly 
destructive timber sale in southern Or- 
egon. We could bring together a few 
hundred activists to support a 
treesit under threat of being 
raided. We could... You get the 
idea. The options are virtually 
endless, and there are many types 
of actions where more people 
means a more effective event. 

When all is said and done, 
Cascadia Summer depends on 
you. Come on out to Cascadia. 
Team skills to be a better activ- 
ist. Spend some time in the 
serenity of an ancient forest eco- 
system. Help to protect the irre- 
placeable! Here in Cascadia, 
we're a hard-fighting and hard- 
loving bunch. But we need you 
and yours to keep it wild. 

For folks who want to come out earlier 
this Spring to get involved with Cascadia 
forest protection, there is an action camp 
in March following the annual Public 
Interest Environmental Law Conference 
in Eugene. For more information, visit 
www.treesit.org. 

For more information, contact 
Cascadia Summer, 1540 SE Clinton, 
Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241-4879; 
info@cascadiasummer.org; 
www.CascadiaSummer.org. 


Womyn’s Action Camp 

April 10-24 • Klamath-Siskiyou, Oregon 

Mazama Forest Defense (MFD) recognizes the con- 
nection between all forms of oppression and violence 
against the Earth, including the marginalization of 
womyn. To address patriarchy inside and outside of the 
movement, MFD is organizing a womyn's action camp 
this Spring. The camp will focus on increasing womyn's 
forest defense skills, as well as provide a safe space to 
take action against patriarchy. All womyn are welcome. 

Workshops will include wilderness survival, natural 
health and birth control, climbing trainings, nonvio- 
lence, challenging sexual violence, self-defense and more! 

For more information, contact MFD, (541) 821-3882; 
www.cascadiasummer.org. 



Come to Oregon. Stop Clearcuts. 
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Day of Action Against 
Dams and for Rivers, Water 
and Life • March M 

Last year, more than 60 events 
took place in 28 countries, with 
thousands of people taking ac- 
tion to protect living rivers 
around the world. 

International Rivers Network is 
coordinating this year's protest and 
wants you to take action to save rivers in 2003. By acting 
together, more equitable and sustainable ways of managing 
our waterways can be actualized. 

For more information, visit www.irn.org/dayofaction. 


Protest NASA Launch of Plutonium Missions 

May 3 • Kennedy Space Center • Titusville, Florida 


NASA is scheduled to launch two Mars exploration rovers, 
powered by radioactive plutonium, from the space center in 
May and June 2003. 

In the Environmental Impact Statement for the mis- 
sions, NASA acknowledges that there is a one in 34 chance 
of a launch vehicle accident and that the release of deadly 
toxins in such an accident are "likely." As NASA increases 
the number of radioactive space missions in coming 
years, it also increases the risk of massive contamination 
of the global atmosphere. 

For more information, contact Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, (352) 337-9274; 
www.space4peace.org. 



Activist Security Conference • May 9-1 1 • Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

Who: Security trainers (tech and non-tech), system administrators, legal collectives, copwatch, anti-police 
brutality groups and activists interested in training in these areas. 

Why: As far as we know, there has never been an activist conference focusing on security for our movements. An 
activist security conference would provide an opportunity for security trainers and activists from across North 
America to network and share skills. 

What: We would like to develop workshops, discussions, trainings and skill sharing around three themes: 
technology, activist training and legal issues. This is not an exhaustive list of topics. Let us know what workshops 
you are interested in doing. 

For more information, email secure@resist.ca. 



Southern Girls 
Convention 03 

March 14-16 
Warren Wilson College, 
North Carolina 

The Southern Girls Convention is an 
annual grassroots meeting of pro-womyn 
activists devoted to empowering womyn 
and girls in the South and organizing around 
the struggle for social justice. This year's keynote speaker is 
Inga Muscio (author of Cunt), and there are workshops 
ranging from knitting to DIY womyn's health to revolution- 
ary political prisoner support. 

There will be punk shows, and you can bring your instru- 
ments for campfire music sessions. 

Please, feel free to bring video projects, zines, writing and 
anything you are interested in sharing with the convention. 
All genders and ages are welcome to attend. We hope to see 
you there! 

For more information, contact (828) 771-4055; 
sgc2003@hotmail.com; www.southemgirlsconvention.org. 


THE FIRST U.S. "POINT OF ASSUMPTION" SCOUTING 

SPRING EQUINOX MARCH 21 2003 


Sick of being trapped in the belly of the a 
corporate video game? Join us in looking fori 
the “points of assumption" that will help us M 
bust out of the control maze. : 



Join this radical 
experiment to explore 
the frontiers of direct 
action by organizing 
a few friends to go 
'scouting* for places 
where a creative direct 
action could intervene 
to expose the pathological 
nature of the corporate 
system. Maybe you will 
find a statue of a 
Conquistador or a 
corporatized public 
space or who knows 
what? 

The goal of this exercise 
is to collectively explore the 
potential for transformative 
actions by gathering data from 
major cities and occupied spaces, 
about different 'points of assumptions*. 

What we come up with may be surprising, fun, and useful. 


For more information contact the smartMeme project at 
smartmeme@riseuD.net www.smartmeme.com or call 415*722-1846 


An emerging 
network of earth 
centered radicals is 
experimenting with 
new types of direct 
action that work to 
create new political 
space. 




smart meme 


|j fjip' ])i5f V 
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2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751 

smartMeme project 

2553 Bryant, San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 722-1846; smartmeme@riseup.net 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

Gainesville/lchetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katiiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 


IL 60622 
azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

tworiversef@doityourself.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence, 

MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569; lgi@igc.org 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Lost Cause Collective 

POB 23 7, Marquette, MI 49855 

(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmaiI.com 

Popular Power 


POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, South St Paul, MN 55075 
(612) 362-3387 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 

wanderingaia@onebox.com 

MISSOURI 

Confluence / St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 
Ray O. McCall 
Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn Grove, MO 
65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF! /Wild 
Rockies Review 

POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 
croatanef@ziplip.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 

katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 


Earth FiS 
Directo 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 



1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 
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POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 
poplar@ecologyfund.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 
HQR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 
zorgonus@yahoo.com 
Wild Tennessee EF! 
WildTennessee@aol.com 
TEXAS 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PO Box 66282 Houston, TX 77006 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

WASHINGTON 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

WISCONSIN 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, WI 
54481 

Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATIONAL 

www.eco-action.org/ef 

AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com 
CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893; Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague TO 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general 
hews from the UK, contact: 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 321-9811; mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St, 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-gueniers 
71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY '•••••■■ 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 12045 
Berlin, Germany 

manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 


\ 


Please send address changes to: EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

(iold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmci@wildrockies.org 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
North American ALF Press Office 
www.animalliberation.net 


THE NETHERLANDS 

Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International / 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Road, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234 52 25 45 29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne, 

"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla, 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38- 1 6; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkofea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cd.glasnet.rn 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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Standing Our Ground 

• Northern California focus 
in a global context 

• Ecological and social 
justice 

• Reliable reporting 

• Striking artwork 

• Elegant design 

For subscription and contact infor- 
mation, please visit our website at 
www.ecologycenter.org, email 
subs@ecologycenter.org, or call 
(S10) 548-2220 x230. 


Art by Tom Kill ion 


Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

Or return this coupon for a 
free sample issue 

Asheville Global Report 
PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 


Did you know there’s 

a TV station that cares 
about the same issues ' 
you do? 


Free Speech TV 


Not afraid to ask the hard questions 
C-sff v' , ' Non-commercial TV 

» Monthly Mobile-Eyes programs for 
V v " .VrpTT ‘ educating & mobilizing the masses 

► Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman 
*■ Diverse & eye-opening documentaries 

ON THE DISH 

NETWORK #9415 & on over 60 local cable stations 

www.freespeech.org 1-888-550-FSTV 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


GREEN ANARCHY 

an anti-civilization quarterly publication 


Winter 2003 issue features: 

“Patriarchal conquest and industrial civilization* 

“Beyond the consumption of domestication" 

"Not my vision of liberation: Thoughts on organization" 


Subscriptions: 
US-$15 
Canada-} 18 
World-$22 


Each issue contains extensive reports 
on earth liberation, animal liberation, 
indigenous struggles, anticapital and 
prison resistance, Submissions welcome: 
poetry, articles, action reports, etc... 


POBOX 11331 
Eugcoc, OR 
97110 

gfccnanarthy@tao.ca 

vrww.greeBaaarchy.org 


Education for your mind, , r , 
body and soul... 

Heart of Herbs 

Herbalist Training 
Aromatherapy Courses 
Distance Learning 
Apprenticeships 

1-866-303-HERB |C 


^Universal 


Eli Jaxon-Bear, author of the Enneagram of Liberation: from Fixation to 
Freedom, seeks to bring the secret of a silent m ind and an open heart 
to the activist community. Eli is holding a series of workshops in 
Eugene and Portland, Oregon, during the month of April. Proceeds 
will benefit the Earth First! Journal, Cascadia Forest Alliance and 
Cascadia Forest Defenders. 


For more information, contact the Leela Foundation at 1-800-879-4221 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 

- quality service, competitive 

rates and the satisfaction of 
\ - - knowing that five percent 

: ~r \\ y. °f y° ur bill goes to this 

~ enviro-rag each month. 

s > To sign up, contact 

(510) 644-2778. 
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TlallAl 


magazine 

you have no idea 

what you're missing. 

find out now ... 
subscribe for $18 to receive 
six issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online.- 

www.clamormagazine.org 



C A R TSustets 

n Magazine and Resource Center 

Critiquing car culture, exploring 
positive alternatives and linking up the 
international activist movement. 



$30 year membership 
(4 issues + member pack) 
- other rates available 


www.carbusters.org 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization, which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project , j 
POB 3023 V 6 A# , 

Tucson, AZ 85702 



Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


m, 

•V 


bite back. 

a magazine dedicated to the underground 
movement for animal liberation 


issue #2 
rod coronado 
robin webb 
ingrid newkirk 
shutting down a fur farm by the ALF 
and more... 
get your free subscription at 
www. directaction. info 


If You're Concerned About 
the Future of Our Planet. 


You ShouM Be Reams. 



Hasfcii - / \ 

Ml. , jL ; > 
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.ILL LtUitLiiLLU 

for a free Trial Issue - 
Visit Us On The Web 


WWW.emaga2lne.C0m 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name. 


Address. 


City, State, Zip+4. 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

o $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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In Times of War, Ethan Miller, $15 


in 'Hine^ of *var 

I first met Ethan Miller around a campfire at an Earth First! 
gathering in western Massachusetts. I had been hearing about 
Ethan from a fellow music aficionado, and his description defi- 
nitely didn't let me down. I don't claim to be objective (Ethan 
does my songs better than I do). I don't generally like to make 
such sweeping statements, but from my vantage point, Ethan is 
hands-down the best singer-songwriter of his generation that 
I've had the pleasure to hear. 

His debut CD, In Times of War, represents a great selection of 
Ethan's work to date. The opening track, "Declaration of War," 
is Ethan at his finest. In a poignant twist, this song could be called 
a "war song," as opposed to a more traditional "peace song." 
"Invisible Hand" and "Game of the Market" would make fine 
teaching tools for any honest economics professor who wants to 
explain how the market really works. 

Ethan has done his homework, not just in terms of the depth 
of his understanding of the various economic, political and 
ecological realities here on Earth, but also as a bard. It's obvious 
when you hear him, whether he's doing an original song or an 
interpretation of a traditional one, that he is steeped in the folk 
tradition. His rhythmic and intricate picking and clear tenor 
voice are as top-notch as his facility with a pen. 


Peolaraiion of War 

When the- tonver? came down, eCerijone loohed around for a cAilprif 
And file- media mo^yl? and corporate elite? toofc. the pulpit 
"Ain’t no fault of our? if all the?e million? are an^r»| 

Diving. in rubble in crumbling. hovel? in poverty* 

Draped in a fla^ the*j are pointing awatj at their enemij 
"United we ?tand/ theij ?aij ( deverlij ?hirfcing_ oompliei-hj 
"Don’t ash. awj ^ue?tion?, ju?t follow u?, tve will show tjou fhe way 
£.i?e up America, come bomb another impoverished nation today’’ 

Thi? ain’t no peace ?on^, thi? i? a declaration of ivar... 


— David Rovics 


Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 


Please inquire for a full merchandise catalog. Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Name 

Address. 


City, State, Zip+4. 


.Country. 



Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 
# Exp. date 
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HANG A FLAG IN THE WINDOW 



We- Are- Sve-riwhe-re- 

fc&UzionS and prisons and raoc-S 
border s and nations 
TBl a^nts and con^r&SSme-n 
And corporate- radio stations 

Tlie-y fry to fcee-p uS apart, tut we- find each otfier 
And the rulers are always aware 
That theij’re a tiny minority 
And we are everywhere- 




With eVe-ry tomt> that they drop, every home they destroy 
Ecvery land they invade 

£-omeS a new generation from under the rubble 
Saying. "we are not afraid " 

They will pretend we are few 

But with each child that a billion mothers tear 

£«me s the ne/t demonstration 

That we are everywhere 


David Rovics takes us for a wild ride 
through the challenges of these times 
with his new CD, Hang a Flag in the 
Window. Twenty-one songs in all, it 
builds a surging cry for life and sanity. 
From the anxious strains of the first 
song reminding us why "The Next 
Attack" is coming to the reassuring 
kisses offered from "Behind the 
Barricades," there is no question that 
David is at the top of his game here. 
He is joined in this venture by Allie 
Rosenblatt, whose harmonies move in 
and out of the songs just when we 
need them most. 

He will not let you get away without 
recognizing that suicide bombers have 
feelings too or that vanguardists in the 
movement may be more boring than 
bright. You may also be glad that he 
draws you into the private life of a 
cluster bomb in a country far away or 
that there are more of "us" — people 
who want to live brave committed 


Global warming... 



Most people won’t notice 
until it’s too late. 


Daily Planet Publishing - Earth First! Journal 


POB 3023 
Tucson A Z 85702 
USA 

Address Service Requested 
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Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Jade, Puck, Sprig, Samantha, Turtle, and Wedge, eds., 

Earth First! 23, no. 4(1 May 2003). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7193 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 
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Global Enemy# 1 


The Bush administration has been 
busy, busy, busy. And you know, if its 
every action wasn't so offensive to ev- 
erything about which I cared, I'd al- 
most be impressed. There doesn't seem 
to be a single week in which the Bushies 
and their rich corporate sponsors are 
not waging some deadly new attack 
on the world . One week, they are / 
helping the logging and devel- m '!( 

opment industries gut the En- /vyr 
dangered Species Act. The 
next week, they are round- Mi J 
ing up and deporting long 
term Arabic and African U S 
residents for minor immi- 
gration violations. Or, they 
are waging a war of con- 
quest and murdering thou- wjl 

sands of innocent Iraqis for — . tfcj 

oil and empire. The hu- 
man and environmental 
costs of the US war on Iraq 
are described in "The War ■ , v 

This Time" on page eight. Ja 

The Bushies are pretty jra 

scary people. It is al- /ffM, 

most enough to make gjjralg 
one really believe in va 

an axis-of-evil. ' IMS 

But, here's the kicker. .',0 " : W 

As the undisputed Heavy ' * ® v 4 

Weight Champion of the /■ 

World, there is only one , o; 
serious obstacle in the ^ ' { • 

US government's way: us. 

Yep, that's right. Ordinary 
people like you and me. 

We live in a world with two global 
superpowers: US Empire, Inc. and glo- 
bal civil society. On March 20, the 
day after the US and Great Britain 
began their attack upon Iraq, com- 
mon people rose up across the globe 
in acts of resistance and rage. From 
Antarctica to Indonesia to New York 
City, the majority of the world stands 
against the war. 

US citizens and residents are par- 
ticularly well-placed to resist. As the 
US government and US corporations 
export terrorism, repression and war 
around the globe, we need to inten- 


sify our own efforts within the belly 
of the Empire to create another 
world — one which is more economi- 
cally just and ecologically sustain- 
able. The most successful anti-war 
organizing in the US has linked the 
struggle for peace to the struggles for 
justice and a safe environment. Such 
kickass organizing is discussed in 
"From Piece Movement to Peace 
Movement" on page 10. 

The US populace has the power 
to stop the rich corporate elite's 
schemes. Historically, virtually 
< everything that protects regu- 
lar folks' lives — from social 
security to clean air protec- 
tions to First Amendment 
yftJF rights to the existence of a 
weekend free from la- 
bor — was won only 
through intense 
mW i - struggles involving 

f thousands upon thou- 

\ sands of regular people. 

EL, WfeA It is the age-old story 

°f the people versus 
jtkv, the powerful. And the 
B».J story continues to 
r " w ” U the present day; the 
p. * :'i v domestic population 
the US is the pri- 
wA * : v ..f mary force capable of 

/: V resisting and stop- 
t ::;k • '• ping US aggression. 

A typical Bushie. This must be the 
reason why, in the 
year and a half since September 11, 
the Bushies haven't been satisfied 
with solely increasing their Empire's 
power across the rest of the globe. 
On the contrary, they have also paid 
much attention to "the Homeland," 
or should I say, "the Fatherland"? 
Check out the Bushies' new pet 
project in "Patriot II: Are You a Ter- 
rorist?" on page 12. Their efforts to 
limit domestic dissent have been a 
key part of their strategy, as it should 
be. They are our most important 
target. And we are their most 
powerful enemy. 

— Wedge 
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g^auna Q abafa U 


by Faith Walker 

Some queens are executed for harboring one un- 
popular gene. 

The fire ant, Solenopsis invicta, invaded the southern US 
in the 1930s. Since then its social organization has shifted 
dramatically from that of its native Argentina. In its home- 
land, nests usually comprise a single Argentine queen and 
her sycophant worker ants. Every ant and her uncle are 
highly related to each other and hostile to ants that aren't. 
In the US, however, fire ants have raised an additional type 
of anthill that has multiple queens. Unlike single-queened 
nests, queens aren't related to workers, and workers aren't 
particularly related to each other. This difference in social 
organization is due to a single gene, which has two forms: 
B and b. In single-queen nests, the queen always has type 
BB (queens, like most animals, have two copies of each 
gene, one inherited from mom and one from dad), whereas 
in multiple-queen nests, the queens have type Bb. The bb 
condition isn't an option because it causes afflicted fire 
ants to expire in early adulthood. 


It is workers who control the queens' genes, and 
hence the colony's social organization. When all of 
the workers are type BB, then only a single BB queen 
is allowed. But when there is a critical mass of Bb 
workers, multiple queens are tolerated, but only if 
they bear the b form of the gene. So in multiple- 
queen nests, any BB queen who tries to reproduce 
becomes queen cuisine — axed by workers because of 
her disfavored gene. Workers are able to practice 
genetic discrimination because the gene creates a 
protein involved in chemical recognition, and thus it 
seems they're literally able to sniff out offending queens. 

This is the only known example of social organiza- 
tion, presumed to usually be a product of the action of 
many genes, being driven by a single gene of major 
effect. Since interbreeding between colony types is only 
possible via one of four possible routes (males of single- 
queen colonies with 

queens of multi- ^ 

queen colonies), it 

is also the first ex- v? 

ample of a strong 
potential for 
speciation via 
alternative social 
organization 
1 e a d i n g t o 
reproductive isolation. 



Dear Shit For Brains... 


Dear SFB, 

I recently came across this 
call to action written by 
Craig Rosebraugh and felt it 
appropriate to share it with 
you all in this time of war 
and destruction. We are be- 
ing stripped of our civil lib- 
erties at an alarming rate, 
and it seems all we have to 
give us hope is this spirit 
of resistance: 

1. Attack the finan- 
cial centers of the coun- 
try. Using covert or 
Black Bloc techniques, 
physically shut down 
financial centers, 
which regulate and as- 
sist the functioning of 
the US economy. This 
can be done in a variety 
of ways, from massive 
property destruction to 
online sabotage, to physical 
occupation of buildings. 


2. Large-scale urban riot- 
ing. With massive unrest and 
even state of emergencies de- 
clared in major cities across 
the country, the US govern- 
ment will be forced to send 
US troops into the domestic 
arena, thereby taking re- 
sources and political focus 
away from the war. 

3. Attack the me- 
dia centers of the 
country. Using 
any means nec- 
essary, shut 
down the na- 
tional net- 
works of NBC, 
ABC, CBS and 
CNN. Not just 
occupations 
but actually en- 
gage in strategies 
and tactics, which knock 
the networks off the air. 

4. Spread the battle to the 


individuals responsible for 
the war and destruction of 
life — the very heads of gov- 
ernment and US corporations. 
No longer should these people 
be able to hide behind their 
occupations, living their lives 
in peace while they simulta- 
neously slaughter countless 
people. Hit them in their per- 
sonal lives, visit their homes 
and make them feel person- 
ally responsible for commit- 
ting massive atrocities. 

5. Make it known publicly 
that this movement does not 
support US troops as long as 
they are serving an unjust and 
horrifying political regime. 
Create an atmosphere lack- 
ing of support in order to as- 
sist US troops at home and 
abroad in losing their morale 
and will to fight. If you are 
supporting troops, you are 
supporting this war and the 


very US government that is 
the primary terrorist regime 
in the international arena. 

6. Actively target US mili- 
tary establishments within the 
US. Use any means necessary 
to slow down the functioning 
of the murdering body. 

7. When engaging in the 
above six activities, strike hard 
and fast and retreat in ano- 
nymity. Do not get caught. 
Do not get sent to jail. Stay 
alert, keep active and keep 
fighting. Remember, an ac- 
tion is only good (especially 
at this juncture in US society) 
if it will serve to severely dis- 
rupt the political system of 
the country, its economy and 
the corporate interests that 
drive this society. 

Keep fighting... 

— TOECATCH 
continued on page 44 
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a being handcuffed 130 feet up in a redwood tree by PL climbers on March 18 


Wren's lockbox took nearly two 
hours to cut. As darkness fell, we could 
see sparks fall to the ground from the 
climber's handheld disc grinder. When 
PL’s hired climber, Eric Schatz (aka 
Climber Eric), lowered Wren's bound 
body to the ground, the crowd surged 
forward. The police began jabbing us 
back with their batons. Arrests were 
made as more supporters sat in the 
roadway, and others chanted and 
drummed. Local residents and activ- 
ists began to circle Everlasting Life, 
which still held Climber Eric’s crew. 
PL's lackeys demanded police protec- 
tion and got it. Deputies kicked activ- 
ists who sat in the road and then 
pepper sprayed and batoned those 
who resisted. 

My affinity group decided to shut- 
down PL's helicopter logging 
operation above the Freshwater en- 
campment. Twelve of us walked past 
the Columbia Helicopter Company 
security guard and climbed onto the 
redwood trunks as they were being 
lifted by the helicopter, disrupting 
it's takeoff. Many of the trees were 


by Rod Coronado 

Not far from where I write this, the 
last indigenous Mattole people made 
their stand. In the late 1800s, they 
were slaughtered by vigilante ranch- 
ers on nearby Rainbow Ridge. The 
Mattole were the caretakers of the 
land. They were the defenders of the 
forests. Now, this very hillside of old- 
growth Douglas fir, oak and madrone 
forest is under attack from the same 
economic interests that led to the 
slaughter of the Mattole people. 

The Rattle 9 Timber Harvest Plan 
(THP) has been approved. Blue lines 
mark the trees slated for death. All 
that stands in the way of the 
chainsaws at this point are our treesits 
and blockades. While treesits remain 
here in the Mattole and on Gypsy 
Mountain, it was the Freshwater 
treesits that fell under attack on 
March 17. This is not an official re- 
port from Earth First!, this is my 


story of the continuing battle to pre- 
serve ancient forests in Northern Cali- 
fornia and why I believe chants and 
singing are not enough. 

Monday, March 17 — The 
Canopy Invasion Begins 

The day began with the eviction 
of Remedy and Wren from the 
treesits in the trees known as Jerry 
and Everlasting Life. They had con- 
tinuously occupied these trees for 
362 and 300 days, respectively. More 
than 50 California Highway Patrol 
officers and sheriff's deputies ille- 
gally shut down the only road to 
the treesits. When the road was re- 
opened, more than one hundred 
supporters gathered to witness as 
Remedy’s lockbox was cut, and she 
was lowered to the ground. The 
group 1 was in began to walk onto 
the road, and when the police or- 
dered us back, we linked arms and 
sat down to block the road. 


five to six feet in diameter. The heli- 
copter operator gave up and left the 
area. We disappeared as the sheriff 
drove up the road. The helicopter 
has not flown again in Freshwater. 

Tuesday, March 18 — The 
Fight for Life Continues 

As supporters arrived in the morning, 
they were greeted with hoots from an- 
other group of treesitters who had reoc- 
cupied Jerry and Everlasting Life in the 
middle of the night. Climber Eric and 
his crew were only able to remove one 
treesitter while eight other forest de- 
fenders were arrested on the ground. 

In a cruel act of frustration, PL log- 
gers and sheriff deputies formed an 
armed circle to protect one of Climber 
Eric's crew who cut through the bark 
and girdled two ancient redwoods 
known as Wind Dancer and Robin. 
Meanwhile, two other treesitters 
evaded capture by traversing to other 
trees and climbing to the top. 
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Wednesday, March 19 — 
Utopia Under Attack 

Few forest defenders had slept 
more than a couple of hours when 
the cell phones began to ring. The 
community was alerted to the at- 
tack on Utopia, a tree occupied by 
Silver Willow, one of the Utopian 
Tree Pirates. That morning, PL se- 
curity, loggers and the Sheriff's 
deputies stood guard while Climber 
Eric cut the limbs off of Utopia and 
then bound and lowered Silver 
Willow from the tree. At the same 
time, a forest defender attempted 
to lockdown onto PL's gate and was 
arrested as Utopia fell. 

After the attack on Utopia, the 
police congregated on the helicop- 
ter log deck to watch for our next 
move. Our affinity group decided to 
stop a PL log deck construction crew 
in the forest. We ran to PL's gate 
and locked the police in on the 
helicopter pad area with a Kryptonite 
lock. Then, we sped down the hill to 
the road construction site, and a 
defender locked down to an excava- 
tor, stopping the operation for the 
rest of the day. 

Thursday, March 20 — Tale of 
the Tree Pirates 

Another tree pirate, AMD, 
climbed to the very tip of Jerry to 
avoid capture by Climber Eric. 
Meanwhile, two groups played cat 
and mouse in the forest to stop PL 
loggers from felling unoccupied 
trees. When we made our presence 
known to loggers, they chased us 
down, each carrying plastic hand- 
cuffs. We ran away; it's how some 
of us avoid PL's known violent at- 
tacks on nonviolent observers. 

In the afternoon, the crowd 
watched Climber Eric balance pre- 
cariously at the tip of Jerry and pull 
AMD from the limb that miracu- 
lously held them both. When she 
was lowered to the ground, PL log- 
gers advanced toward the ancient 
tree. Climber Eric began cutting the 
top of the tree and then a majority 
of Jerry's limbs. 

More activists were arrested on the 
road for disobeying police orders, 
while individuals dove into the 
woods under Jerry's canopy. Climber 
Eric continued to cut limbs from 
Jerry despite the knowledge that ac- 





Forest defenders surge forward against the police 
line during the eviction of Remedy and Wren. 
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tivists were beneath him. Never have 
I seen such determination to destroy 
something so beautiful as that brave 
tree. Away from the view of the cops, 
friends and I cried. For months, we 
have struggled to protect these few 
old-growth trees, creating a commu- 
nity of resistance to the destruction 
of the natural world. Now we were 
watching as one of our elders was 
being destroyed. 

Friday, March 21 — The 
Battle to Save Merize 

Climber Eric came face to face with 
three brave forest defenders who were 
resolute in their commitment to keep 
the tree named Merize alive. 
Thursday's actions had made it clear 
that PL, the Sheriff and Climber Eric 
were intent on continuing their reck- 
less endangerment of our treesitters' 
lives. Enough tears had fallen. 

Stormy, Crazy Bird and Ozark were 
all witnesses to PL's violence the day 
before, and I knew each one's strong 
determination to make a stand for 
the trees. Three resolute treesitters 
was more than Climber Eric expected, 
and he was forced to abandon his 
attempted murder of Merize. 

Forest defenders attempted to 
lockdown to Climber Eric's truck 
and were violently pulled from un- 
derneath by him and one of his 
crew. The police made no arrests 
and announced that they were leav- 
ing. Without police protection, 
Climber Eric left Freshwater and 
headed to the Redwood Logging 
Conference where PL President Rob- 
ert Manne was delivering the key- 
note address. 

Our Nomination for Ecoterrorist 
of the Month 

Over the weekend, forest defend- 
ers scrambled to fortify Freshwater's 
19 treesits. At the end of the first 
week, we'd only seen one occu- 
pied tree fall, though three others 
had been seriously wounded. Five 
treesitters had been arrested, and 
many more were put at risk by 
Climber Eric's reckless actions. 
When AMD was released from 
jail, she told the story of how, as 
Jerry's tip began to crack, Climber 
Eric said that if she should fall, 
he and his crew had already 

continued on page 54 
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Grassy Narrows Activists Slam the Brakes on Clearcuts 


BY DRAGONBREATH 

It would have been the same old story. In the name of 
free trade and development, in the tradition of coloniza- 
tion and genocide, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) in Ontario, Canada, approved clearcut logging in 
the Whiskey Jack Forest. They did so against the wishes of 
the Anishinabe (Ojibway) First Nations community of 
Grassy Narrows that live there. 

Legislators made deals with multinational corporations 
and promised the locals jobs in the resource-extraction 
industry. New roads that would make profit-seeking more 
convenient for corporations were drafted. Developers greed- 
ily surveyed maps for future sites to build their lakeside 
vacation cottages. On December 3, the logging trucks of 
Abitibi Consolidated, Inc. revved their engines in anticipa- 
tion of hauling out even more logs clearcut from the 
beleaguered boreal forests of northwestern Ontario, when 
suddenly, the drivers were forced to slam on the brakes. 

Around 30 Grassy Narrows high school students and 
supporters had blockaded a logging access road by laying 
down on the road. Hours passed, and the truck drivers — 
after being told that no logging operatives would be 
allowed through — turned around and headed back to 
town. The message of the blockade was as clear as the 
breath of the protesters in the minus 20 degree air: Clearcuts 
on indigenous land would no longer be tolerated. 

"It was really the youth who started the blockade. 
Women and children have been the main organizers 
and participants," said Judy DaSilva, a spokesperson for 
the Anishinabe community of Grassy Narrows. 


Despite the frigid weather, the spirits of the blockaders 
were high, and the First Nations ac'lvists constructed 
traditional lodge pole structures as they settled in for an 
occupation, which is still going strong after almost four 
months. In addition to the main blockade, there are roving 
blockades that follow logging trucks to keep them off other 
roads in the area. The blockaders — who let everyone through 
except logging operatives — have the support of most lo- 
cals. Even the Ontario Provincial Police have said that they 
will not intervene in this peaceful demonstration. 

Grassy Narrows First Nation is located about 80 miles 
northeast of the town of Kenora, Ontario. The Grassy 
Narrows reserve is only 14 square miles. However, the 
Anishinabe's traditional land use area, which includes the 
Whiskeyjack Forest, encompasses 2,500 square miles. Within 
this region, moose, deer, martens, rabbits, beavers, foxes, 
wolves, bears and eagles settle near the many lakes and rivers 
that flow to the Hudson Bay. The people of Grassy Narrows 
are demanding jurisdiction over their traditional land use 
area — which is not currently recognized by the govern- 
ment— so that they can maintain their culture and relative 
self-reliance, as well as to stop clearcuts. 

In the weeks after the blockade was erected, signs 
appeared throughout the traditional land use area. The 
signs informed visitors where they were — on First Na- 
tions land — and went on to encourage guests to "enjoy 
the country" but to "treat the land with respect." 

The Grassy Narrows community has been subject to 
numerous counts of environmental injustice and human 
rights violations. This reserve of only 1,000 people is 
surrounded by clearcuts and is located downstream from 
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a paper mill that has polluted the Wabigoon River system 
with mercury, dioxin and furans. Currently owned by 
Weyerhauser, the mill produces newsprint from clearcut 
Grassy Narrows trees. 

Since clearcutting seriously began to impact forests dur- 
ing the 1980s, the people of Grassy Narrows have opposed 
it. They have suffered the consequences of living within a 
decimated ecosystem. The loss of habitat has affected 
subsistence hunters and trappers, as well as wildlife; once- 
plentiful medicine has become scarce; fish populations 
have dwindled and the dead trees and oil waste left by 
logging practices and equipment have enraged everyone. 

In addition to resisting clearcutting, the blockade has 
become a symbol of indigenous resistance to 
neoliberalism. First and foremost, the blockade stands 
for treaty rights and First Nations self-determination. 
However, Grassy Narrows activists repeatedly empha- 
size that their struggle is part of 
a larger one. During a talk in 
Winnepeg, Manitoba, DaSilva 
commented that ecological 
interconnectedness and eco- 
nomic globalization ensure that 
communities around the planet 
affect one another no matter 
how far apart they may seem. 

This sense of solidarity has in- 
spired Aroland, Hornepayne, 

Constance Lake and 
Mishkeegogamang First Na- 
tions in northern Ontario to 
block logging trucks in their 
areas in support of the Grassy 
Narrows blockade and to de- 
fend their own forests. These 
blockades began in February 
and continue today. 

According to indigenous activists, there is a direct 
relation between First Nations' blockades and the Ontario 
government's unwillingness to address fundamental is- 
sues such as aboriginal and treaty rights. Grassy Narrows 
activists say that Abitibi's logging infringes upon the 
Anishinabes' aboriginal land use treaty rights, but Cana- 
dian government officials refuse to acknowledge the 
claim. In December, a motion put forth in parliament to 
share revenues with First Nations for the resources torn 
from their lands was rejected. In 2002, Abitibi's revenues 
exceeded five billion dollars. 

On February 20, 40 activists took a temporary leave 
of absence from the blockades to protest in front of 
Abitibi's Woodlands Division headquarters. Their pro- 
cession of drummers and singers received overwhelm- 
ing support from most of the local passersby. The 
march was led and organized by women and chil- 
dren, with the men off to the sides for support and 
protection. After they encountered locked doors and 
tight lips at Abitibi, the procession made its way to 
the office of Robert Nault, the minister of Indian 
Affairs, Robert Nault. Nault was singled out for his 
complicity in forest destruction by his leasing of 
indigenous land to multinational corporations, such 


as Abitibi. Marchers briefly occupied his office to 
drive their point home. 

Nault has refused to meet with the blockaders, saying that 
the Grassy Narrows issue falls outside his jurisdiction and that 
it was a matter for the MNR to resolve. However, the MNR 
continues to issue "sustainable forest licenses" to Abitibi, and 
Abitibi continues to clearcut and "reforest" by planting tree 
farms that are essentially pulp plantations. These reforestation 
practices destroy natural forest succession by using aerial 
herbicide sprays to kill the undergrowth and any wild trees that 
may competing wild trees. To add insult to injury, the govern- 
ment considers the clearcuts — replanted as tree farms — to be 
Abitibi's property, although the land itself was never sold. 

On March 1 7, a rally was held outside the MNR office in 
Toronto, Ontario, calling for no more clearcuts on traditional 
lands. Also at issue were the proposed changes to rules dealing 
with logging and environmental protection. The proposal, 

endorsed earlier in the month by 
Ontario Minister of Environment 
Chris Stockwell, sets no limits for 
clearcuts and would allow the gov- 
ernment to promise fixed volumes 
of wood to corporations. There 
would also be an expansion of tree 
I plantations, including test plots 
i for genetically engineered trees. 
| Aboriginal people would receive 
9 no benefits from forestry on their 
| lands. Worse still, these new log- 
•j ging mles would not be subject to 
S public review or court challenges. 
| Direct action continues to be 
J the only way to stop the clearcuts, 
I so the blockades stand. On the 
frontlines, youth continue to be 
the most active force in the resis- 
tance. The principal of the Grassy Narrows high school has 
relocated classes to the blockade camp indefinitely. Trailers 
hauled into the blockade site and a teepee serve as class- 
rooms where the children are taught traditional ways of 
living, environmental protection and direct action. At any 
one time, there are between 15-40 people keeping the sacred 
fire burning, including volunteers from the Christian Peace- 
maker Teams and the traditional Anishinabe Okiijiidaa 
Warrior Society, who observe and protect the blockaders. 

Grassy Narrows forest defenders are hopeful and antici- 
pate an active Summer ahead. Although the blockaders 
have received considerable support from other First Na- 
tions, environmental groups and other activists, the area 
of the Whiskey Jack Forest to the north of the blockade is 
still being clearcut. Day and night, Abitibi trucks haul logs 
out to the Weyerhauser paper mill, leaving a barren and 
silent wasteland behind. Resisters intend to block enough 
roads in the area to cripple or even shut down Abitibi. In 
June, an Environmental Youth Gathering is being planned 
at the blockade. For more information, contact the Grassy 
Narrows Environmental Group, General Delivery, Grassy 
Narrows, Ontario POX 1B0, Canada; (800) 668-1790; 
fobister@voyaguer.ca. 

Thanks to Steve Fobister and Judy DaSilva for their help with 
this article. 



The next generation of Earth defenders 
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The War m jine 


by Puck 

The explosion of a bomb creates a 
temperature of 5,432 degrees Fahr- 
enheit. When detonated, it indis- 
criminately annihilates everything 
within its reach. The human atroci- 
ties are painfully apparent. It is 
obvious that the second US war on 
Iraq, like the first one, is being felt 
primarily by civilians. It is a war waged by 
the US empire to "prove" that it can do whatever 
it wants, whenever it wants, to whomever it wants. It is a racist 
war in which Arabic people are vilified as subhuman terror- 
ists and ignored as collateral damage. And, it is a war on 
Iraq's ecology — one in which nonhuman life is being 
equally decimated. 

As the US government continues to launch 
full-scale attacks on an already war-worn, UN 
sanctions-ravaged Iraq, the world braces it- 
self for the outcome. Some pre- 
dict it will even out do the 
monumental environmen- 
tal devastation caused dur- 
ing the previous Gulf War 
in 1991. Outrageously, US 
military officials have an- 
nounced that their "shock and 
awe" campaign has consisted of air attacks using more 
bombs than were used during the first Gulf War. 

More Collateral Damage 

Known as the Fertile Crescent, Iraq isn't the barren, 
lifeless desert most Americans envision. Wildlife in Iraq 
include antelope, cheetah, hyena, gazelle, jackal, lion, 
wolf, dugong (a manatee-like mammal), wild ass, wild pig, 
jerboa (a mouse-like rodent) and hare. Birds include hawk, 
vulture, buzzard, duck, partridge, raven and sand grouse. 

Deserts make up about 35 percent of Iraq, but there are 
grasslands, as well as mountains that reach up to 10,000 
feet near the Turkish border. Clearcutting and grazing has 
destroyed most of Iraq's native oak forests, but there is still 
two percent of Iraq where patches of maple, hawthorne 
and pistachio trees provide habitat and sustenance for 
animals and people alike. 

Adjacent to the Persian Gulf, the southeast area of Iraq 
is home to 33 wetland area’s. They serve as wintering 
grounds for migratory, endangered, threatened and en- 
demic birds. The wetlands of Iraq are also home to 
indigenous Shiite marsh dwellers. This regionally distinct 
people are facing cultural genocide, in part because the 
marshes are were systematically drained by Saddam 
Hussein. Hussein attempted to destroy the marshes in 
order to eradicate the marsh dwellers' self-sufficiency and 
wield political control over them. 
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Life is abundant in Iraq's waters as well. Coral reefs and 
swampy mangroves support hundreds of species. 
Mudflats provide important feeding grounds for mi- 
gratory and coastal birds. Seagrass beds support sea 
cows, sea turtles, shellfish and shrimp. Sandy beaches 
on the Saudi shore provide nesting areas for the 
threatened green turtle. 

Oil as Prize, Oil as Weapon 

During the 1991 Gulf War, Iraqi 
troops intentionally set fire to 
more than 600 oil wells and 
dumped millions of barrels of 
oil into the Persian Gulf as they 
retreated from Kuwait follow- 
ing the US "victory." The fires 
blackened the sky to the extent 
that motorists had to drive with 
their headlights on during the 
day. The fires raged for more than 
nine months before they were ex- 
tinguished. Oil also spilled on land, 
forming huge pools and contami- 
nating the soil. 

The oil well fires released 500 
million tons of carbon dioxide (the 
leading cause of global warming) 
and sulfur dioxide (the primary element 
in acid rain). Black, greasy rain and snow fell up to 1,500 miles 
from Kuwait. Oil that didn't bum in the fires blew in the wind 
in the form of a nearly invisible oil "mist" that poisoned trees, 
contaminated 40 percent of Kuwait's freshwater, and settled 
in the lungs of people and animals. At least 1,000 people in 
Kuwait were killed as a direct result of air pollution from the 
fires, and physicians expect that it will be another decade or 
two before all the effects of the exposure are discovered. 

During the 250 days that the fires burned, the average air 
temperature fell by 50 degrees Fahrenheit as a result of 
reduced light from the sun. This led to a decrease in 
seawater temperature, which directly affected the repro- 
duction and growth of organisms in the Persian Gulf. 

The oil that was dumped into the gulf covered 482 
miles of shoreline and smothered salt marshes. At one 
point, there were about 1,000 dead crabs per square yard 
along the marshes. The oil spills killed more than 25,000 
birds from 42 different species. According to scientists, 
toxic residue could continue to affect the Gulf for more 
than a century. 

If the Earth Dies, Who Survives? 

During the five months of Operation Desert Storm in 
1991, the US deployed more than 200,000 bombs on the 
Persian Gulf region. The bombings produced numerous 
human casualties, and they also damaged soil that could 
take thousands of years to regenerate. Trenches and berms, 




as well as the movement of tanks and Earth-moving be growing due to the wastewater and garbage coming 
machinery broke down the gravelly upper crust and ex- from the large number of military ships stationed in the 
posed the finer layers of sand underneath to wind erosion, area. The growth of phytoplankton in shallow waters like 
More than 90 percent of Kuwait's deserts were altered, the bay kills off fish and other aquatic life by using up all 
Since 1991, twice as many sand dunes have formed as a the oxygen in the water. 

result of increased desertification. In addition to the obvious military and industrial sites, 

at least nine places in Iraq that are considered capable of 
Depleted Uranium producing biological, chemical or radioactive agents will 

Depleted uranium (DU) was used to make weapons likely be targeted by air strikes. In 1991, more than 20 
and armor on a large scale for the first time in 1 99 1 . It is chemical and biological factories and stores were destroyed 
the by-product of a process that naturally occurring or badly damaged. 

uranium is subjected to in order to produce fuel for Last but not least, US Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld 
nuclear reactors and atomic weapons. DU is extremely has publicly refused to rule out the use of nuclear weapons 
hard and dense — capable of penetrating tank armor — against Iraq. In fact, this could prove to be an excellent 
and is a toxic, radioactive heavy metal. DU has a half-life opportunity to showcase the "Robust Nuclear Earth 
of more than four billion years, meaning that it will emit Penetrator," a "bunker buster" missile that is supposed to 
radiation "forever." penetrate deep into the Earth before exploding. 

Seventy percent of the DU contained in weapons spon- 
taneously burns on impact. Tiny aerosolized glass particles Total Resistance on the Rise 

are created, which can be carried long distances in the air The potential for environmental devastation and hu- 
and are small enough to be inhaled. Illnesses ranging from man suffering caused by this war is unprecedented in 
headaches to cancer can result if even one particle is recent history. Fortunately, the public response to the war 
inhaled and becomes lodged in a vital organ. has been as well. 

The full effects of DU on human health alone are still just In the US, people have already mobilized in impressive 
beginning to surface. More than 130,000 out of nearly numbers to stop this war — far beyond the anti-war re- 
700,000 US troops deployed in the Gulf War, as well as sponse in 1991. However, this is just the beginning. 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti survivors, have related medical prob- Ahead of us is the challenge to find a way to go beyond 
lems. Symptoms include respiratory disease, liver and the usual "peace" movement routines of vigils and 
kidney dysfunction, memory loss, fever, low blood pres- marches. We can't wait for our so-called "leaders" to act 
sure and birth defects. responsibly or morally. We need to find ways to com- 

In this second Iraq war, US troops have been firing DU- pletely shut down — and not just for a few hours or 
tipped shells at Iraqi tanks and soldiers. Tragically, the US days — the economy and paralyze the oil-dependent in- 
military is telling its soldiers that there is no evidence frastructure that allows this country to operate, 
proving that exposure to DU munitions is harmful to them. By every means necessary we will bring this and every 

other empire down! Mutiny and sabotage in defense of 
The Damage this Time Mother Earth! 

Many people fear the current war on Iraq is going to During the first Gulf War in 1991, Puck played "The Star 
result in even more extensive human and ecological dam- Spangled Banner" on the trumpet in her elementary school 
age than the first one. For one thing, Iraq has a larger oil marching band and wore a yellow ribbon. 
reserve than Kuwait. Also, there are 
only two main rivers in Iraq: the 

contamuiants^ touch^dtherl'they Mutiny and sabotage in defense of 

will end up in the gulf as well, 
where currents and shallow waters 
would quickly spread the pollution. 

Already, seven oil wells in the 
Rumallah oil fields near the southern city of Basra have 
been set on fire. Near Baghdad, the skies are choked with 
smoke and ash from trenches filled with crude oil that 
have been set on fire. Iraqi forces ignited the trenches to 
hinder the visibility of pilots and hamper attempts to 
land US troops. Although the oil well fires in southern 
Iraq are, according to the United Nations Environmen- 
tal Program (UNEP), "much smaller" than those during 
1991, the smoke contains poisons like sulfur, mercury, 
dioxins and furans. 

UNEP also noted an increase of algae in the Shatt A1 Arab 
estuary and surrounding waters in the Kuwait Bay. This 
could be the result of raw sewage that is leaking from pipes 
broken during the bombings in Basra. The algae could also 
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stop the war before it started. The 
spokescouncil model was very suc- 
cessful in allowing people from dif- 
ferent communities and different po- 
litical backgrounds to work together 
and build a unity that didn't sacrifice 
our diversity of experience, analysis 
or tactics. 


by Patrick Reinsborough 

The latest US invasion of Iraq has 
been met with massive resistance in the 
US and around the world. In particular, 
the response in San Francisco, Califor- 
nia was inspiring — 20,000 people en- 
gaged in mass nonviolent direct action 
to shut down the city's financial dis- 
trict. Over the course of the four busi- 
ness days after the war began on March 
20, nearly 2,600 people were arrested 
for engaging in acts of protest and resis- 
tance. Corporations invested in mass 
destruction — like Bechtel, Citibank and 
the Carlyle Group — had their offices 
blockaded, as did a military recruiting 
station, the British consulate and a fed- 
eral office building. Bay Area residents 
from diverse communities used a range 
of tactics, including lockdowns, mobile 
blockades and critical mass bike rides to 
transform a typically car-clogged con- 
sumption zone into a living statement 
of resistance to Bush's war for empire. 

Anatomy of an Uprising 

The most important thing to under- 
stand about the San Francisco uprising 
is that the "organization" beliind it — 
Direct Action to Stop the War (DASW) — 
is not really an organization at all. 


DASW is a mobilization based on the 
affinity group/spokescouncil model that 
has anchored so many of the global 
justice mass actions of recent years. 
DASW grew out of actions against the 
war last Fall, but it really took off in 
January, when local organizers hatched 
a framework for popular resistance to 
Bush's war — a massive shutdown of the 
financial district. 

The organizing was largely coordinated 
by DASW's website and weekly 
spokescouncil meetings. The plan to shut 
down the financial district was transpar- 
ent from the beginning and wittily de- 
picted on flyers as an invitation to an 
"Emergency Potluck to Stop the War." 
The "Potluck" would take one of several 
forms at 20 action locations. A "Move- 
able Feast" would block key intersections 
in the financial district, and a "Tradi- 
tional Sit-Down Dinner" would occupy 
government buildings and corporate of- 
fices. Bikes Not Bombs actions — part of 
the "Take out Menu" — would directly 
confront fossil fuel addiction and snarl 
traffic throughout the financial district. 

At weekly spokescouncil meetings, 
affinity groups claimed separate ac- 
tion locations and updated each 
other on their actions to 


Build It and They Will Come 

One of the most important aspects of 
DASW organizing has been the 
strengthening of ties between different 
movements and communities. The 
streets were flooded with diversity: soc- 
cer moms, black bloc anarchists, people 
of faith, students, queers, folks of color, 
militant labor members and even a few 
corporate chief executives. 

The real success of the action came 
not only from the fact that thousands 
of people pre-organized themselves 
into affinity groups, but also that tens 
of thousands more joined us in the 
streets on the day of the action. A key 
component of this strategy were two 
concepts — telling the future and ar- 
ticulating a values crisis. 

An effective organizing and media strat- 
egy helped implement both of these 
concepts. Starting in early March, DASW 
used the corporate media to tell of a 
future in which Bay Area residents would 
rise up and shut down the financial 
district if Bush bombed Iraq. These 
events included a high-pro- 
file press conference, 
an open letter to 
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the city and preemptive actions in the 
financial district — including a shutdown 
of the Pacific Stock Exchange where 80 
people got arrested. 

This media work successfully put 
DASW's website and the action meet- 
ing spot on the front page of the news- 
paper and on every major radio and 
television station. Thousands of people 
were rapidly briefed at an orientation 
on the day of the action. They were 
given the action goals, legal and medi- 
cal information and then dispatched 
to support the preexisting blockades. 

Likewise, DASW focused on a val- 
ues-based critique that strove to 
mainstream the concepts of nonco- 
operation and civil disobedience. 
The DASW website and press con- 
ference featured endorsements from 
leaders of a cross section of the Bay 
Area. Without sacrificing the op- 
portunity to put out a systemic 
analysis, the organizing appealed to 
mainstream values — democracy, a 
sense of security, justice, belief in 
international law, patriotism — and 
used them to leverage opposition 
against the Bush administration. 

This type of mass organizing may 
stretch the comfort zone of many radi- 
cals. However, it has great potential to 
utilize the growing fault lines in US 
society. Bush's imperial agenda is chal- 
lenging many Americans' sense of the 
US as an international beacon of de- 
mocracy and jus- 
tice. Regard- 
less of the 
fact that it 


has always been a hypocritical mythol- 
ogy, there is an incredible opportunity 
for activists to lay claim to widely held 
values and direct these energies into 
"imploding" the Empire. 

The US empire doesn't need the 
consent of radicals to exist, but it 
does need the consent of the silent 
majority. Therefore, let us ask our- 
selves: How can our resistance galva- 
nize anti-war sentiments into a 
deeper movement for fundamental 
change? How can we use the dispar- 
ity between the values of empire and 
the values that ordinary Americans 
hold? In San Francisco, this strategy 
worked well enough that 20,000 
people joined us in occupying the 
streets. With more refinement and 
widespread application, who knows 
what is possible? 


Unmasking US Empire, Inc. 

Beyond simply disrupting business 
as usual, DASW's targeting of the 
financial district exposed the links 
between the corporate-controlled 
world of poverty, ecological devasta- 
tion and increasing US militarism. 
Direct actions transformed the city 
from a space defined by profits, oil 
addiction and corporate greed into a 
city flooded with hope and life af- 
firming resistance. We not only 
physically challenged the ability of 
the US govern- 
ment to make 
war but acted 
toward uproot- 
ing the entire 
system of cor- 
porate control, 
racism, anti- 
Earth values 
and state vio- 
lence that un- 
derlies its drive 
toward empire. 

The reality is 
that corporate 
globalization 
and US milita- 
rism are work- 
ing hand in 
hand to create 
a world of ho- 
mogeneity, 
consumer mo- 
noculture and 
control. The 
continued on page 64 


Direct Action 

Against the War 

Massive amounts of direct actions 
have been occurring all around the 
world against US imperialism and the 
war on Iraq. Here are a few examples: 

Police Brutality Shuts Down 
Port Of Oakland 

On April 7, a few hundred anti-war 
activists blockaded a major US port, 
involved in shipping military cargo, with 
one of the most effective tactics ever: 
solidarity. Tire International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union respected the 
anti-war picket line and sent many of its 
workers home for the day. 

The nonviolent demonstration was 
broken up with extreme brutality by 
the Oakland Police Department. They 
used concussion grenades, wooden 
bullets and beanbags full of metal pel- 
lets. Scores of people, including six 
dock workers, suffered serious inju- 
ries. The wooden bullet casings were 
marked with a warning not to be shot 
at people as they could be fatal. 

US Military Communication 
Dish Sabotaged 

On February 9, Barbara Smedema 
sabotaged US military satellite dishes 
outside a communications bunker at 
the airport of Volkel, Netherlands. This 
24-hour manned bunker is the com- 
munication center for 11 silos of US 
nuclear missiles. The damage was esti- 
mated at more than $500,000. 

Bush Called an Ass 

On March 28, in Tripoli, Lebanon, 
two Lebanese cabinet members 
joined more than 40,000 Lebanese 
and Palestinians in a street demon- 
stration against the US war on Iraq. 
Protesters led a donkey covered with 
a US and Israeli flag that read, "This 
is Bush." 

BankBoston Busted Up 

On March 27, anti-war activists in 
Santiago, Chile, used a bomb to de- 
stroy an automatic cash machine and 
smash windows at the US-based 
BankBoston. The bomb was detonated 
after business hours to prevent hu- 
man injuries. 
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Are You a Terrorist? 


BY W 

Remember the USA Patriot Act of 2001? It was a scary law 
that looked as if it could have been fictionalized by George 
Orwell. It was passed soon after September 11, 2001, 
without much controversy or notice by the general public. 
In short, the act gave the US executive branch the sweeping 
powers of a police state. It weakened fundamental consti- 
tutional protections against police abuses regarding de- 
tainment of folks without charges, searches and wiretaps, 
among others. And to top it all off, the USA Patriot Act 
effectively criminalized many forms of direct action as 
“domestic terrorism." According to the USA Patriot Act, 
domestic terrorism is legally defined as any act occurring 
primarily in the US, which affects governmental decision 
making, endangers human life and breaks any state or 
federal law — like a barfight or a rowdy street protest. 

Well, the USA Patriot Act was only the beginning. Attor- 
ney General John Ashcroft's Department of Justice has 
been dealing out a new piece of legislation designed to not 
only see the USA Patriot Act's ante; it's gonna raise it times 
two. This new piece of legislation is called the Domestic 
Security Enhancement Act of 2003, better known as Patriot 
II. And it is coming to a congress near you during the next 
national crisis — maybe during this war on Iraq, or maybe 
it will be introduced after another terrorist attack on the US 
populace. One thing's for sure: The Bush administration 
will pick a time when the US populace is scared and 
insecure. It sure worked swell for Patriot I. 

With Patriot II, the Bush administration and its wealthy 
corporate sponsors are not going after our schools, forests, 
hospitals, and wetlands, as usual. They are now trying to 
strip mine our right to dissent and protest. And they are 
being secretive about it. The US populace only learned 
about Patriot II after someone in the Justice Department 
leaked it to the Center for Constitutional Rights, a progres- 
sive legal organization that fights for civil liberties. 

Page 12 Earth First! Beltane 2003 


Forever... 

The first Patriot Act included provisions that required 
most sections to be reauthorized by Congress in five years. 
Patriot II doesn't have any such clauses. If it gets passed, it 
is here to stay until repealed. In fact, Patriot II makes all of 
the first act's provisions permanent as well. It'll be like a big 
fascist wart that never disappears, no matter how much 
one wishes it would go away. 

Hand Over Your Papers, Ma'am 

Under the first Patriot Act, noncitizens in the US were 
stripped of their constitutionally guaranteed rights if the 
government suspected them of being “terrorists" — you 
know, like someone who drives too fast, or treesits or 
hijacks airplanes. Being fair minded, the Bush administra- 
tion was concerned that so much inequality existed be- 
tween citizens and noncitizens. As a result, Patriot II makes 
it legal to strip US citizens of their citizenship if they too are 
suspected of being terrorists. That way, both US citizens 
and noncitizens are equally under the jackboots of our 
friendly and freedom-loving government. 

In fact, under Patriot II, a person may not even need to do 
something as "terrorizing" as locking down to a bulldozer to 
lose all of her rights as a US citizen. She could donate $ 10 to 
Greenpeace. The leaked version of Patriot II states that a US 
citizen can be stripped of their citizenship, "if, with the 
intent to relinquish his nationality, he becomes a member 
of, or provides material support to, a [terrorist] group." 

Scientia Est Potentia 

We are all a bit curious about the world around us, aren't 
we? So is the US government. Indeed, they want to know 
everything about us — everything! 

Patriot II begins to fully legalize the Total Information 
Awareness program by making it even easier for the US 
government to spy on the US population (see £F//January- 
February 2003). Under the proposed legislation, the Feds 




could acquire full access to anyone's banking, transporta- 
tion, medical, telephone, consumer credit and utility 
records. And they would not need a warrant to do so. They 
would only need to swear that they were doing their jobs 
and enforcing federal law. 

Furthermore, in order to protect us from all those "terror- 
ists” out there, Patriot II facilitates surveillance on regular 
folks, like you and me. The first Patriot Act made it easier for 
the government to step around Fourth Amendment protec- 
tions by allowing the top secret and highly permissive 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) court to issue 
warrants for domestic criminal investigations. However, 
under Patriot I, citizens still had some meager protections 
against the abuse of such warrants. Patriot II collapses 
almost all remaining limitations on the use of FISA warrants. 
Surveillance could be approved if the government simply 
suspected a person of committing "terrorist" actions. The 
Feds would not even need to show probable cause that the 
person was actually involved in any criminal activity. 

Are you an agent of a foreign power? Under Patriot II, you 
probably are. If you have ever sent or received letters, 
phone calls or emails from foreign-based organizations like 
Amnesty International or the International Red Cross 
Society, then you tob could be deemed a foreign spy and 
placed under heavy surveillance. 

But, we're apparently not "safe” enough yet. Patriot II 
further empowers the attorney general to unilaterally issue 
emergency warrants during a "national emergency" created 
by an attack upon the US. These emergency warrants are not 
under any judicial supervision for up to 15 days. Who gets 
to decide what is an attack on the US or a national emer- 
gency? Is it the Supreme Court? Congress? How about a 
national referendum? Nope. Nope. And nope. It's the presi- 
dent who gets to decide. Essentially, this gives the attorney 
general the authority to conduct unsupervised surveillance 
for 15 days on whomever he wants. And all the gathered 


information can be 
fMKSfk . use d legally in court. 

jjyj DNA Database 

w ^ ^ Patriot II creates a 

"Terrorist Identification 
Database” to hold the genetic 
information of convicted and sus- 
[7 ; pected terrorists, as well as folks who 
By have "associated" with terrorist groups. 
' The government would be allowed to col- 
; lect DNA from anyone being detained, ar- 
rested or jailed. In fact, they could also 
demand DNA from anyone previously or cur- 
rently on probation. Given how broadly ter- 
rorism is defined under the first Patriot Act, the 
database could be used to hold information on 
anyone the government dislikes — including 
direct action activists. Patriot II also includes 
penalties of up to one year in prison and a 
$100,000 fine for anyone who refuses to coop- 
erate. An activist who was arrested while block- 
ading a logging road and was charged with 
resisting arrest could become suspected of do- 
mestic terrorism and be forced to hand over 
genetic material for the database. 


Grand Jury Gag Order 

Apparently, Ashcroft has even figured out a few ways to 
make notoriously unjust grand juries more secretive and 
undemocratic. Patriot II allows the federal government to 
step in and take control of any state or federal grand jury. 
In addition, the draft legislation makes it impossible to 
overturn any federal grand jury subpoena — illegal or not. 

Patriot II would make it a crime for ordinary citizens, 
who are subpoenaed by a grand jury, to talk about their 
grand jury testimony with anyone but their attorney. It 
would even be illegal for any person to talk about their 
testimony with their immediate family and friends. 

The Disappeared 

Ever since September 1 1 , 200 1 , the government has been 
rounding up and secretly detaining people for suspicion of 
terrorism as well as for minor immigration violations based 
on the country in which they were born. Patriot II legalizes 
Ashcroft's claim that such detentions should be com- 
pletely secret affairs that do not require due process. As a 
result, detainees could be legally held without formal 
charges, communication with the outside world, public 
disclosure of their status or access to a lawyer. In fact, 
Patriot II would make it a crime to disclose any information 
about such a detainee, even if you are family member. 

Patriot II makes it easier for the government to deport 
noncitizens. Any immigrant, including longtime perma- 
nent residents, may be expelled from the US if the attor- 
ney general unilaterally decides that they are a threat to 
"national security." 

Privacy is for the Government, You Criminal! 

Under Patriot II, folks could face five to 10 years in prison 
for encrypting their email. It would be illegal to use 
encryption to conceal any piece of incriminating evidence. 
This encryption crime charge is not even contingent on a 
charge or suspicion of 
terrorism. If any ac- 
tivist is convicted of 
any crime, such as par- 
ticipating in an act of 
civil disobedience, and they 
encrypted any plans for it on 
their email, they could arguably 
face an additional five years in prison. 

Is this 1930s Germany? 

The US populace needs to be on guard 
against this legislation. It is an all out assault 
on our ability to think, act and speak freely. 

The Bush administration and their wealthy 
corporate sponsors know that the single great- j 1 
est obstacle to their plans for US Empire, Inc. is •' 
the resistance of the international and domestic 
population. The US government builds 2,000 
pound bombs to kill and maim the former. They 
craft secret totalitarian laws to silence the latter. 

I won't stand for it! Will you? 

W is a Cascadian committed to fighting for a better 
world. He fully expects to someday be kidnapped by - 
the US government, tortured and shot in some dark . 
room. But only if they can catch him first! 
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by James John Bell 

"No one writes alone. If a literature is 
coming, there's a political movement, 
too, know it or not. A movement gives 
literature power, and literature is a fuel 
to the movement." 

— Grace Paley, feminist author and 

ANTI-WAR RADICAL 

Consciously or not, when we par- 
ticipate in a movement, we walk in its 
literature. We give the word flesh, as it 
were. Whenever we read or retell a 
story, we help it evolve and grow. 
Reading shifts perceptions, and can 
even birth new narratives that chal- 
lenge and change the way we see the 
world and ourselves. 

Oracles of Eco-Resistance 

While Edward Ab- 
bey was still fer- 
menting his 


deep ecological philosophy and the 
ecotage antics of The Monkey Wrench 
Gang, British author John Brunner 
homebrewed a powerful concoction of 
ecological resistance in The Sheep Look 
Up. Brunner's novel was published in 
1972, three years before Abbey's, and 
became a sensation within the fledgling 
modem ecology movement. The story is 
told almanac style, in a future US — where 
radical environmentalists — closer to the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) than Earth 
First! — have swelled to more than a mil- 
lion strong. Corporations mn this US, 
and its puppet of a president called Prexy 
is a dead ringer for George Bush, Jr. 

Brunner's warnings in The Sheep Look 
Up are very prescient. In his future US, 
the president blames 
every chemical 
spill, toxic 
dump and 


the resulting contaminated food supply 
not on the companies responsible, but 
on "terrorists." US food companies are 
pushing their engineered food on Af- 
rica, and it is causing people to go mad. 
The ecological resistance movement's 
founder, Austin Train, is being hunted 
by the Feds as he and others plot a 
revolution to save what's left of the Earth. 
The book is long out of print, but with 
its apocalyptic predictions for the US 
now eerily coming true, The Sheep Look 
Up will be reprinted this Summer. 

Early Warnings and Forecasts 
Throughout his life, Brunner was con- 
cerned with the annihilation of the 
Earth, especially the possibility of a 
nuclear war. In 1957, he was a leader in 
the National Council for the Abolition 
of Weapons Tests — a Hampstead, En- 
gland group that later formed the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND). 
The CND quickly embraced the "street 
left" tactics of direct action. Their no- 
compromise message is the same today 
as it was then — "unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament." Activist Gerald Holtom de- 
signed CND's logo using the naval flag 
semaphore code letters for ND — "nuclear 
disarmament." It is now known as the 
all-familiar peace symbol adopted by 
the 1960s anti-war movement. 

On April 3, 1958, CND also helped 
organize the first major, three-day, 50- 
mile antinuclear march starting in 
Aldermaston, England and ending at 
Trafalgar Square in London. Brunner 
was at the epicenter of this massive 
direct action where 10,000 
people marched and 
hundreds were arrested. 
The protest's impact on 
the world's military in- 
dustrial complex was 
similar to the 1999 Battle 
of Seattle's impact on cor- 
porate globalization, and it 
was hailed as the start of the 
modem peace movement. 
Brunner tackled tough sub- 
jects in and out of his fictional 
worlds. He helped organize anti-nuke 
caravans into Europe, and he continued 
all his life to travel around the world 
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wearing the peace symbol and promot- 
ing the causes of environmental and 
social justice. These themes are woven 
throughout his more than 80 novels 
and short story collections. 

Almanac of the Elves 

In The Sheep Look Up, Brunner's 
eco-warriors call themselves 
"commensalists" after the biological 
term commensalism. It means literally 
"at table together" and describes a peace- 
ful, symbiotic relationship between two 
organisms. The name doesn't stick how- 
ever, and in the book, the corporate 
press just calls them "commies" or the 
more typical "Trainites." 

Brunner's fictional eco-warriors share 
an uncanny similarity with the secre- 
tive structure and philosophy of the 
ELF. "Elves" have carried out actions 
around the planet since the ELF's gen- 
esis during the 1992 UK Earth First! 
gathering, in Brighton, England. When 
these Earth First!ers decided to disavow 
lone acts of nonviolent sabotage in or- 
der to build a more popular radical 
environmental movement, ELF came 
out of the forests to pick up the wrench. 

Underground, nonviolent acts of sabo- 
tage are claimed by Elves that operate in 
secret. Like the ELF, "The Trainites," 
Brunner writes, "had no formal organi- 
zation, not even a newspaper, yet now 
and then manifested themselves — one 
might almost believe as the result of 
some telepathic trigger, some upsurge 
of the collective unconscious — to put a 
brand on some company or enterprise 
that was endangering mankind." 

Brunner's more extreme factions of 
the Trainites employ fire bombing as a 
tactic against the numerous corporate 
polluters in the story. "The people who 
have brought it about," states the main 
character Austin Train when asked if he 
advocates violence, "have no more right 
to object to it than the longtime smoker 
has to object to cancer and bronchitis." 
Three years after Brunner's death, the 
ELF gained notoriety in the US in Octo- 
ber 1998. An arson at a ski resort in Vail, 
Colorado, destroyed five buildings and 
four ski lifts after an injunction to halt 
logging in important lynx habitat was 
denied by the courts. Since 1997, ELF 
cells have carried out dozens of actions 
resulting in more than 30 million dollars 
in damages to Earth destroying entities. 

Today, the ELF is getting national press 
for damaging SUVs. In November 2002, 
the New York Times reported that Elves 


had used a corrosive cream to etch the 
letters ELF on the windows of 25 cars and 
three fast food restaurants in Richmond, 
Virginia's, affluent West End. Around 
the same time, a similar substance was 
used to scar the surfaces of 25 SUVs at a 
dealership and two SUVs were hacked 
with hatchets in a suburban subdivision 
and notes were left in each incident 
saying it was the work of the ELF. 

These ELF actions are right out of the 
first chapter of The Sheep Look Up, in 
which "cars had their windows opaqued 
with a cheap commercial compound 
used for etching glass, and slogans were 
painted on their doors. Then they turned 
to the nearby store windows and ob- 
scured the goods on offer with similarly 
appropriate slogans. " Dozens more such 
guerrilla tactics are revealed as Brunner's 
eco-revolutionary tale unfolds — as the 
Earth takes more damage, so do the 
corporations responsible in this not-so 
fictional world. 

"There's an episode in which the 
adopted son of a childless millionaire is 
kidnapped and held for ransom against 
20,000 water purifiers to be issued gratis 
to the poorer population of California," 
Brunner recalled about a plot line in The 
Sheep Look Up. Some believe he inspired 
Field Marshal Cinque of the Symbionese 
Liberation Army (SLA) to kidnap the 
millionaire heiress Patty Hearst in 1 974. 
The SLA held her for a two-million- 
dollar ransom that was to be paid to the 
poor. "High-profile kidnapping was so 
obvious an idea in the circumstances 
that I refuse to be blamed," Brunner 
later said. 

Poor Hacker's Almanac & Other 
Eco- Anarchist Desideratum 

Many characters have leapt into life 


from the pages of Brunner's other nov- 
els as well, like the hobby saboteurs 
from his Hugo Award winning Stand On 
Zanzibar and their counterparts in the 
real Irish Republican Army. 

In 1988, Brunner was blamed when 
Robert Morris, Jr., a graduate student 
studying computer science at Cornell 
University, unleashed an experimental, 
self-propagating program and injected 
it into the Internet. This time there was 
hard evidence. The student's mother 
identified Brunner's Shockwave Rider as 
her son's primer on writing computer 
viruses. The now legendary computer 
worm — the first ever of its kind — 
counted many universities, research 
centers and military installations around 
the globe as its casualties. 

When asked about his role in 
Morris's action Brunner responded, 
"I would say that anybody who re- 
minds our lords and masters that the 
computerized society is fragile has 
definitely done a service to the pub- 
lic at large. I hope it is an awful 
warning to the people who have as- 
sumed blithely that they can run a 
modern society on the basis of secre- 
tive, computerized information." 
Shockwave Rider crystallized the my- 
thology of the hacker, much like The 
Sheep Look Up gave shape to the 
mythos and identity of the radical 
environmentalist. Brunner's books 
are now the code of movements — 
almanacs of revolution. 

fames John Bell recently authored the 
afterword for the 2003 BenBella Books 
edition of John Brunner's science fiction 
novel The Sheep Look Up. In his zine, 
The Last Wizards: Book of Green Shad- 
ows and on his website LastWizards.com, 
you can find many other forgotten books. 


Lore of the Elf 



Despite Brunner’s visionary foretelling of the ELF, an ELF communique 
printed in the September-October 1996 issue of the Earth First! Journal points 
not to Brunner’s The Sheep Look Up, but to UK fantasy author Richard Ford's 
Quest for the Faradawn as the inspiration behind their movement. The book has 
a mysterious "Author's Note" at the end suggesting that the Elves who are 
fighting to save the Earth in Ford's story are actually real. "This book is the result 
of an encounter I had some years ago with a strange old man whilst walking in 
the deep forests near my home,” writes Richard Ford about his run-in with old 
Nab, the main character in the book. "Our meetings lasted approximately two 
years. 'When the Old World destroyed itself,' the old man said, 'the Elves 
remained. They cured the wounds and healed the scars. The Elves are always 
here. We live together still in the forests and the hills.'" 


■ 
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by Mayuk Pellkey 

"Today's form of colonization comes in the form of tourism and 
is pushing us off our land and forcing us to be even more dependent 
on their system. Our survival and existence as a People is on the 
brink of extinction. If we do not protect our land and mountains, 
we will be left with nothing. " 

— Chief George Manuel, from The Fourth World: An 

Indian Reality 

The Secwepemc people continue to live on our territory, 
which we have occupied since the receding of the glaciers of 
the last ice age. Our people grew up with the land and have 
seen the land grow into a rich and complex ecosystem. 

In mid- 1992, devastation came to our last unspoiled 
sacred place, Skwelkwek'welt, meaning high alpine moun- 
tains. It is located in the interior of British Columbia, 
Canada, 20 miles northeast of Kamloops and 250 miles 
from Vancouver. That year, the Japanese Nippon Cable 
Corporation purchased the Tod Mountain resort located in 
the midst of Skwelkwek'welt (named after John Tod who 
killed Secwepemc people with smallpox-infested blan- 
kets). Until then, it had been only a moderately intrusive 
ski resort, established in 1961. In 1993, the New Demo- 
cratic Party provincial government negotiated a long-term 
development contract with Nippon Cable. Both the gov- 
ernment and Nippon Cable failed to consult the Secwepemc, 
whose specific claim and traditional use studies are ongo- 
ing and whose land title claims have not been addressed by 
the Canadian government. 

In 1997, Nippon Cable announced a $70 million expan- 
sion plan of the ski area and renamed it the Sun Peaks 



Morrisey Lake, Skwelkwek'welt 


Resort Corporation. This plan included the construction of 
the $40 million Delta Hotel and ski runs on our sacred 
mountain and the previously undisturbed Mount Morrisey. 
Both of these projects have been built despite the fact that 
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Native Youth Movement Warriors 

Secwepemc Elders, youth and land-users have adamantly 
opposed any more development and encroachment in 
their homeland. Sun Peaks has proven that it will destroy 
anything that gets in the way of making money and 
creating a recreational playground for upper class elite, 
even if it means destroying our sacred mountains' vital 
ecosystems and violating the human rights of Secwepemc. 

Built on Stolen Land 

The Sun Peaks resort is built on Secwepemc land, which 
has never been ceded, released or surrendered in any way, 
neither through sale nor treaty, to any corporation or 
foreign government. Furthermore, we have never given 
consent to the current expansion projects taking place at 
Skwelkwek'welt. We remain opposed to any further devel- 
opment within this area and other traditional use areas. 

In 1 998, Elders asked for a meeting with Masiyoshi Ohkubu, 
head of Nippon Cable. They wanted to explain to him how 
the government did not have the right to lease this land to 
him until the Native land rights and title issues in Canada had 
been addressed or meaningful consultation had occurred 
between the Secwepemc, the government and the British 
Columbia Assets and Land Corporation (now BC Land and 
Water, Inc.). Ohkubu ignored the sensitivity of the land 
rights controversy and went ahead with the expansion plan. 

Youth Rise Up 

This blatant disregard and disrespect to the Secwepemc 
Elders led many young people to become involved in the 
resistance movement at Skwelkwek'welt through the 
Skwelkwek'welt Protection Centre and the newly formed 
Secwepemc chapter of the Native Youth Movement (NYM). 
NYM is a Native youth warrior society that defends and 
protects the land, water, air and Native peoples. NYM has 
carried out many actions to bring attention to Sun Peaks' 
invasion onto our lands, and it has deterred tourists and 
companies from doing business with Sun Peaks. In August 


2001, NYM occupied the offices of BC Assets and Land 
Corporation, the government corporation responsible for 
the theft of our homeland through sales, leases, license and 
other land agreements. NYM occupied land to protect the 
sacred mountains, blocked roads to the Sun Peaks resort 
and held public protests, which led to the arrests of many 
Native youth. Sun Peaks and the Canadian government 
want the Secwepemc out of the way so they can continue 
to get rich off of our lands and push for this expansion to 
go through. 

This is War 

Since Nippon Cable has bought and expanded the ski 
area, Skwelkwek'welt has suffered irreparable destruction. 
Sun Peaks stripped three entire mountains of animal habi- 
tat, as well as berry picking, medicine gathering and 
hunting grounds. Two additional mountains are staked for 
clearcutting. Further expansion will limit our access to 
traditional food harvesting areas and spiritual sites. It will 
also bring mass amounts of tourists into sacred areas and 
sensitive, untouched ecosystems, which are essential habi- 
tat for deer, moose, bears, beavers, lynx, bobcats, cougars, 
wolverines and countless other animals. 

Sun Peaks is polluting streams and other water sources 
with chemical and bacterial additives used to produce 
artificial snow, as well as weed-control chemicals from 
their golf course. To run this ski resort it takes one-third the 
amount of energy used to power an average-sized town . 
Noise pollution from their never-ending group tours on 
bicycles, skis, snowmobiles, ATVs and motorbikes scare 
animals from their homes and, in some cases, make it 
impossible for animals to breed. 

Sun Peaks has deliberately taken a nonnegotiable stance. It 
has practiced warfare tactics intended to drive the Secwepemc 
from our homeland, and it has collaborated with the govern- 
ments of BC and Canada to terrorize us. They have destroyed 
eight Secwepemc homes through arson, demolition and 
court injunctions; demolished and desecrated men's and 
women's sweatlodges; deactivated roads with massive snow 
blockades, trenches and locked gates in order to prevent 
Secwepemc people from accessing the land; obtained court 
orders to prohibit Secwepemc youth from going within a six 
mile radius of the Sun Peaks resort; imposed three court 
injunctions prohibiting Secwepemc people from occupying 
our own land; and instigated the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) to constantly harass and bmtalize Secwepemc 
living in the mountains. On one occasion, a RCMP officer 
accompanying a representative of Sun Peaks held a gun to the 
head of a Native youth, while the representative delivered a 
notice calling for the eviction of Secwepemc people from 
their land. Another time, a RCMP officer told a NYM warrior, 
"You are not even human." 

Never Surrender 

Since October 2000, Sun Peaks has instigated the arrests 
of more than 50 Secwepemc Elders, youth and land-users, 
most of which face jail time. 

In a recent victory in January, elders Irene Billy and 
Charlie Willard were found not guilty of contempt of court 
for refusing to leave their land at Skwelkwek'welt. In July 
2001, the elders had refused to obey a court injunction 
sought by Sun Peaks to tear down a community center. 


Their case sets an important precedent for other cases of 
Aboriginal people defending their lands from Sun Peaks. 

Unfortunately, there are many other charges and trials 
still pending that aren't as hopeful. One mother of a six- 
month-old baby, Kanahus Pellkey (Amanda Soper), has 
been denied bail and is being held in jail on charges 
stemming from a Winter 2001 action when NYM warriors 
set up a tent on a sacred mountain. 

According to international law, the forced removal of 
indigenous peoples from their traditional territories is geno- 
cide. The United Nations has repeatedly condemned Canada 
for violating international human rights laws. In 1997, even 
the Supreme Court of Canada reaffirmed and recognized the 
inherent land rights of Indigenous Peoples as "Aboriginal 
Title." Despite the decision, young mothers, grandmothers, 
berry-pickers and hunters continue to be sentenced to jail 
for legally asserting their Secwepemc title to the land. 



Elder Irene Billy under arrest for defending her home. 


Canada and BC continue to ignore Secwepemc title and 
rights to the land and consequently ignore their own laws. 

Secwepemc resistance will continue until the government 
recognizes our rightful title to the land. We will continue to 
live up to our duty to the Creator, defending and protecting 
our homeland and the legacy of our ancestors. We will never 
relinquish our title to our homeland. 

How You Can Help 

Boycott Sun Peaks and tell others to do the same. 
Organize an information picket in front of local tour 
agencies to inform the public of Sun Peaks' human rights 
violations and unacceptable environmental practices. 
Inform others of the injustices inflicted by Sun Peaks on 
the Secwepemc. Write letters to the BC and Canadian 
governments, telling them to respect the inherent and 
legal rights of Secwepemc. Write letters to Sun Peaks 
Resort Corporation and Nippon Cable, demanding that 
they stop expanding into Secwepemc land. Contribute or 
help raise funds for Skwelkwek'welt Legal Defense Fund, 
NYM and other projects. 

For more information, contact the Skwelkwek'welt Pro- 
tection Centre spokesperson, Janice Billy, Box 608, Chase, 
BC V0E 1M0, Canada; (250)679-3295; jrbilly@mail.ocis.net; 
NYM Secwepemc Chapter; www.skwelkwekwelt.org. 
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Tarahumara Resistance Stops 


by Randall Gingrich 

On March 9, 40 indigenous Tarahumara — dressed in 
thin cotton clothing in freezing temperatures and armed 
only with a court order — stopped the chainsaws of an 
illegal old-growth logging operation near the village of 
Coloradas de la Virgen, Mexico. This victorious action 
ended a six-month court battle and three weeks of 
Tarahumara blockades of logging trucks. It also may mark 
the turning point in a 26-year-old struggle against fraud 
and violent repression by the Fontes family drug-traffick- 
ing cartel. This article is a simple testament to the strength 
of the Tarahumara and can only provide a glimpse into 
their experience. 

Coloradas de la Virgen is located in the Sierra Madre 
Occidental range in the northern state of Chihuahua. 
The Fontes cartel, headed by Artemio Fontes, has tried to 
manage the ejidos or 
communal lands in this 
area as their private 
ranch — stealing cattle, 
timber, forcing locals to 
cultivate opium and 
marijuana and killing 
anyone who opposed 
them. The Fontes' power 
is based on a 1984 staged 
ejido election. The Fontes 
cartel falsified support 
from the Tarahumara by 
using the names of 17 
dead souls and 21 former 
residents, who had been 
absent from the region 
for up to 20 years. As a 
result, cartel member 
Ivan Fontes was "elected" 
ejido president. 

Not satisfied with millions of dollars in drug profits, the 
Fontes cartel began to vie for logging concessions from the 
government. Contracts were immediately granted to log- 
ging companies allegedly connected to the state director of 
rural development. Almost the entire Sierra Madre Occi- 
dental Range has been damaged by Mexican logging opera- 
tions. Currently, 300,000 acres or about two percent of the 
old-growth forest is left, the rest of it logged without 
permits or approval from the Tarahumara tribe. The re- 
maining old-growth forest is a refuge to dozens of threat- 
ened and endangered species such as the Mexican gray 
wolf, thick-billed parrot, eared trogon, lineated wood- 
pecker, Apache goshawk and jaguarundi. Overlogging was 
a factor in the extinction of the imperial woodpecker, the 
largest woodpecker on Earth. 

For the last 20 years, the people of Coloradas de la Virgen 
and nearby Pino Gordo have worked hard to defend the 
last of the communal ancient oak and pine forests from 
illegal logging by their powerful ejido "leaders." In 1986, a 
true Tarahumara leader, Julio Baldenegro, was assassi- 
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nated — allegedly by order of Artemio Fontes — after pro- 
testing about the logging operations to the government. In 
response to the Tarahumara's resistance, the Fontes cartel 
has murdered 35 Tarahumara and has assaulted or at- 
tempted to assassinate countless other people in the last 
two decades. 

In 1995, Consejo Asesor Sirra Madre, A.C. (CASMAC), a 
human rights and environmental organization, exposed 
the violence and corruption of the Fontes cartel to the 
World Bank. This expose' culminated in indictments against 
Artemio Fontes, the arrests of two murderers and the flight 
of other criminals out of the area. The indictment against 
Artemio Fontes was not successful. Yet by 1996, there was 
some relative stability in the region and many of the 
Tarahumara refugees who had fled the violence were able 
to return home. 

During this lull in the storm, CASMAC and the Sierra 

Madre Alliance (SMA) 
were unable to imple- 
ment local conservation 
and development 
projects due to lack of 
funding and were forced 
to leave the region. SMA 
returned in 2002. With- 
out outside support for 
the Tarahumara, the 
Fontes cartel was able to 
reestablish itself as the 
supreme power by form- 
ing more high-level po- 
litical and business 
partnerships. They had 
also acquired a new log- 
ging permit and govern- 
ment certification to 
back their land fraud. 
Logging resumed in 
2002, but was suspended for two weeks in September when 
the Tarahumara blockaded the offices of the Secretariat of 
the Environment in Chihuahua city. The suspension was 
lifted by an injunction made in the name of a forestry 
consultant, who had no legal status in the case. Soon after, 
the rate of logging increased to over 30 truckloads of 300- 
year-old pines a day. 

On February 4, 20 people— mostly Tarahumara women— 
began to blockade logging trucks entering Coloradas de 
Virgen. The military protected the blockaders from the 
truck drivers and nearby Fontes pistoleros or armed guards. 
Temporarily exceeding his authority in support of the 
Tarahumara, the commanding officer even confiscated 
timber transport permits,. 

This surprising change in policy was the result of public 
pressure following a February article, in the Mexican maga- 
zine El Proceso, entitled "Narco-loggers with Official Pro- 
tection." For the first time in a decade, police and military 
were held publicly accountable for their complicity with 
the Fontes cartel. On February 20, a Chihuahuan court 



Logging in the Sierra Madres 


nullified the election of Ivan 
Fontes as ejido president. 

Lino Martinez and Martin 
Valdez — the two legitimate 
ejido members who filed the 
previous fraudulent election 
lawsuit — have another case 
pending. They are seeking 
to nullify the logging certifi- 
cation of the ejido land sta- 
tus that was granted to the 
Fontes cartel. They have re- 
fused to withdraw their law- 
suits, despite thousands of 
dollars in bribes and numer- 
ous threats. This demon- 
strates the incredible 
strength of these farmers 
who typically earn less than US$200 per year and whose 
community has been torn apart by violence. 

The Tarahumara's goal is to regain their land rights and 
unite their ejido lands with neighboring community lands. 
They will then collectively make decisions about protect- 
ing and restoring these forests. This movement to stop the 
logging has united the Tarahumara community. The last 
blockade was led by women who were widowed by the 
Fontes cartel more than a decade ago. Equally important, 
the blockades were widely supported by mestizos, as well 
as the neighboring Tepehaun people. 

No bioregional conservation vision in Mexico can be 
accomplished without the will of the people who live 
there. Mexican politics and agrarian law are extremely 
complex and alien to most people in the US. Yet, it is 
essential for environmentalists to understand these dy- 
namics because 70 percent of Mexico's forests and 50 
percent of rural areas are communal holdings. SMA is 
working to merge the battle for agrarian rights with the 
environmental struggle — not always compatible goals. Too 
many "visionary" environmental organizations forget that 
given a chance, the oppressed and the endangered beings 
will find common ground and defend it. 

SMA and Fuerza Ambiental, one of Mexico's most effec- 
tive environmental law nonprofits, are in the process of 
signing an agreement with the Mexico's Secretariat of 
Agriculture for micro-watershed restoration to begin in six 
communities in the region. This program would include 
the Coloradas de la Virgen. SMA has placed a full-time 
community development advisor in the region and in 
April began an intensive applied training program for 20 
Tarahumara and Tepehuan leaders. 

In Pino Gordo, a town neighboring Corloradas de la 
Virgen, the Tarahumara are finalizing an ethno-ecological 
management plan based on their traditions, which will 
create a reserve to protect the largest remaining stands of 
old-growth forest in the Sierra Madres. The Tarahumara 
and Fuerza Ambiental are working to establish permanent 
protection for thousands of acres of pristine, subtropical, 
pine and oak forests by passing laws that support 


indigenous management of 
the area. 

The Tarahumara are still 
involved in ongoing legal 
battles with the Fontes and 
a long process of adminis- 
trative changes to recognize 
their communal lands. 
However uncertain the fu- 
ture, they have survived 
three grueling decades of 
terror and are proud that 
they are finally fulfilling the 
vision of their grandpar- 
ents — a united and free 
pueblo in the midst of an 
ancient forest. 

Randall Gingrich is the 
founder and executive director of Sierra Madre Alliance, an organi- 
zation that has advised and supported Mexican and indigenous 
associates working to advance conservation, justice and sustainable 
community development in the Sierra since 1992. 

Framed Tarahumara 
Facing 10 Year Sentences 

On March 29, Isidro Baldenegro, one of the 
Tarahumara leaders of Coloradas de la Virgen, and 
Domingo Rivas Carrillo were arrested by state police 
and falsely charged with illegal arms possession. Wit- 
nesses state the police planted AK-47s and handguns 
at the scene after the arrest, then forced the Tarahumara 
to hold the arms for a photo, which was then pub- 
lished in the Chihuahua newspapers. Two months 
earlier, Isidro's brother, Trinidad Baldenegro and 
Gabriel Palma Lopez were arrested in similar circum- 
stances. There were no arrest or search warrants in 
either case. Artemio Fontes is reported to be behind 
the illegal police action and the murder of Baldenegro's 
father in 1986, who also was protesting logging. 

International help is needed immediately. Demand 
the immediate release of Isidro Baldenegro Lopez, 
Domingo Rivas Carrillo, Jose Trinidad Baldenegro 
Lopez and Gabriel Palma Lopez. 

Demand prosecution of Artemio Fontes, Ivan Fontes 
and the state police involved in the arrests. Also, 
demand cancelation of the logging contract in 
Coloradas de la Virgen until the native Tarahumara 
are granted land rights in the ejido and all income 
from past illegal logging is remitted to the Tarahumara. 

Write to Presidente Vicente Fox Quezada, Palacio 
Nacional, Edeficio 10, Planta Baja, Colonia Centro, 
Delegacion Cuauhtemoc, 06067 Mexico, D.F. Mexico. 
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From Chainsaws to Gene Guns 

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED 



BY POPULUS AND PSEUDOTSUGA 

The genetic engineering of trees is a 
continuation of civilization's domina- 
tion of all that is wild. The executives 
and scientists of biotech corporations 
can only see the forests for their genes. 
They are rushing to patent, control, 
engineer and commodify solely to in- 
crease their profits. In their blindness, 
they do not understand that forests are 
a wondrously complex and beautifully 
interdependent system of millions of 
plants, bacteria, fungi, trees, animals 
and insects — all with their own intrin- 
sic right to exist. 

If genetically engineered (GE) trees 
are commercialized in the US, they will 
contaminate our native forests, whether 
they are on private land, in parks, na- 
tional forests or in wilderness. If we 
permit this to become a reality, all of the 
efforts by the forest conservation move- 
ment to save wilderness and native for- 
ests from the chainsaw will be for naught. 

Traits Being Engineered 

There are four main traits being engi- 
neered into trees: tolerance to 
Monsanto's Roundup herbicide; pesti- 
cide production with the bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensus (Bt) which is in- 
serted and present in every cell; sterility; 
and decreased lignin content. Other 
traits include decreased branching; stress 
and ozone tolerance; altered day-length 
perception so that trees can grow in 
areas where they are normally unable 
to; and salt tolerance, which will enable 
trees to be grown in soil turned saline 
from industrial agriculture practices. 


Lignin is a naturally occurring com- 
pound that hardens and strengthens 
cell walls, protecting trees from insects 
and allowing them to stand upright. 
Decreasing the lignin content of trees 
is touted by the biotech and paper 
industries as a 'green' aspect of GE 
trees. They claim this will allow them 
to use fewer chemicals to break down 
the lignin in the Kraft process for mak- 
ing paper. However, there are already 
sustainable nontoxic methods for mak- 
ing paper. Decreasing the lignin con- 
tent of trees will primarily serve to 
make papermaking less costly for the 
paper industry. This genetic weaken- 
ing could also cause more insect prob- 
lems, and when these low lignin genes 
contaminate native trees, whole for- 
ests could blow down in even moder- 
ate storms. 

Inserting Bt pesticide into trees will 
cause the pesticide to express itself in 
every cell of the tree. Having this pesti- 
cide in the environment will create 
pests resistant to it, rendering the Bt 
ineffective. When Bt was introduced 
into cotton, it was found to be exuding 
from the roots in high concentrations, 
negatively affecting the soil food web. 
In forest ecosystems, the soils are 
fungally dominated and trees require 
fungi for their survival. Introducing 
high levels of Bt into forest soils via the 
trees' roots, or through the decomposi- 
tion of leaves, needles and branches 
would disrupt the delicate soil food 
web of the forest. 

The Trees Fight Back 

Trees are vastly complex organisms, 


and scientists are having a hard time 
domesticating them. Many experi- 
ments have ended in failure due to the 
tree's silencing of the inserted gene or 
when the gene causes unwanted and 
unexpected changes. An example of 
gene silencing occurred in a test plot of 
aspens in Germany. The trees were 
genetically engineered to be sterile, and 
the test was given a five-year permit 
since this species was known to begin 
flowering in seven years. Some of the 
trees silenced the inserted gene and 
began flowering at three years of age. In 
another aspen experiment designed to 
reduce the lignin content, many of the 
trees inexplicably increased their 
growth and changed the wood color 
from white to red. 

Forced Sterilization of Nature 

The biotech industry wants to create 
sterile trees for many reasons. The one 
they tout the most is the greenwash 
claim that sterility will make genetic 
pollution impossible. The reality is that 
trees expend about 25 percent of their 
energy in procreation, and engineer- 
ing sterility will allow the trees to grow 
faster. If the industry can decrease the 
crop rotation of GE trees in the US to 10 
years or less, they will be considered 
agricultural crops, which have much 
less stringent regulations. 

Sterility is most likely impossible to 
accomplish based on gene silencing 
and the effects of environmental con- 
ditions throughout the life of a tree. In 
addition, many trees do not solely re- 
produce via seeds or fruit. The most 
intensely engineered trees, poplars and 
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cottonwoods, will sprout from branches 
that break off in the wind, as well as 
their trunks and roots. The potential 
for GE trees to spread genetic pollution 
to native trees is unlimited. 

Lack of Precision 

The process of genetic engineering is 
accomplished using bioballistics, other- 
wise known as the gene gun. In this 
process, the target gene is literally shot 
into the host DNA with the hope that it 
will successfully lodge into the host cell. 
This process is so imprecise that it takes 

10,000 gene gun blasts to achieve one 
successful insertion. Even these successes 
are uncertain. A tree can be profoundly 
affected depending on where the target 
gene lodges in the host DNA. Problems 
may not be immediately noticeable but 
instead triggered later by environmen- 
tal factors. 

The target gene is packaged with a 
viral promoter gene and a marker gene, 
which are resistant to antibiotics. Once 
they have been shot into the host 
cells, the cells are then bathed in anti- 
biotics to detect which ones have the 
desired DNA. 

GE science is based on a flawed 40- 
year-old theory — Crick's Central 
Dogma. According to the theory, DNA 
genes are in total control of inherit- 


ance. One gene produces a particular 
protein, which produces a particular 
inherited trait. This theory was 
disproven with the completion of the 
human genome-mapping project when 
it was discovered that we have about 

30.000 genes, almost the same number 
of genes as corn. It was expected that 
humans would have 100,000 to 

300.000 genes based on the amount of 
inherited traits in humans. 

Types of Trees Being Engineered 

When it comes to genetically engi- 
neering trees, the biotech corporations 
are focusing mostly on the pulp and 
paper species, including cottonwood, 
poplar, radiata pine, eucalyptus and 
larch. Fruit trees are also being engi- 
neered, and in Hawaii, they are already 
producing GE papaya, which has been 
on the market for a few years. The 
following species are also of interest to 
the biotech industry and are being 
tested in open field trials: spruce, al- 
mond, apple, aspen, birch, banana, 
cocoa, citrus, chestnut, elm, herea, ki- 
wifruit, pear, plum, sandalwood, Scots 
pine, walnut, sweetgums and coffee. 
Some traits they are engineering in these 
species is bitterness-free citrus and ac- 
celerating the rate at which fruit ripens, 
continued on next page 
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Sierra Nevada: Chop, Chop? 

The US Forest Service (USES) is 
recommending sweeping changes 
to a Clinton-era management plan 
for forests in the Sierra Nevada 
mountains in California. Logging 
would more than double, larger 
diameter trees would be cut, ranch- 
ers could graze more cattle, and 
district rangers would be allowed 
to "thin" forests more aggressively. 

The USFS's latest plan calls for 
450 million board feet of timber to 
be offered for sale yearly. That's 
about three times what was cut in 
the Sierra in 2002, and twice the 
logging levels of the late 1990s, 
when studies indicated the spotted 
owl was in steady decline. USFS 
officials claim the extra logging 
will help raise revenues for fire- 
prevention work. 

" The Bush administration is to- 
tally running roughshod over for- 
est protections," said Sierra Club's 
Barbara Boyle. "This can only be 
viewed as an attempt to appease 
the timber industry.” 


Biotech Invades Europe 

The European Union's (EU) 
five-year moratorium on geneti- 
cally engineered (GE) crops is 
about to end. Since January, 
biotech companies like 
Monsanto and Bayer Crop- 
Science have been testing the 
waters by submitting 18 new 
applications to import GE corn, 
cotton, canola, and other plants. 
The first of these applications 
are expected to be decided upon 
this Fall. 

New EU legislation that took 
effect last October was intended 
to end the ban by strengthening 
decade-old rules on testing and 
licensing genetically modified or- 
ganisms as crops or ingredients. 

The US has been threatening to 
challenge the ban on GE crops in 
the World Trade Organization 
unless it is lifted. European Greens 
and Social Progressives have vowed 
to fight against any such lifting of 
the ban on GE crops. 


Campaign Against GE Trees Heats Up 


by Brad Hash 

In the land where 
the mainstream me- 
dia spins "news" 
into a red, white and 
blue parade for 
George W. Bush's 
war machine, it is 
no surprise that the 
issue of genetically 
engineered (GE) 
trees has been swept 
under the rug of US 
culture. Thus, it 
should be no shock 
if our forests are re- 
placed by corporate- 
owned, patented 
dendroids and 
biodiversity be- 
comes nothing 
more than the pan- 
oramic backdrop of a bottled water advertisement. 

Fortunately, there is a silver lining to this otherwise 
sepulchral GE cloud — there is still time for action. Ap- 
proval for commercial production of GE trees remains five 
to 10 years away in the US. In January, Action for Social 
and Ecological Justice (ASEJ) led a coalition of groups, 
including the Dogwood Alliance, Rainforest Action Net- 
work, Polaris Institute, Northwest Resistance Against Ge- 
netic Engineering, Institute for Social Ecology, Family 
Farm Defenders, Forest Ethics, National Genetic Engi- 
neering Action Network and the Forest Stewards Guild, in 
launching an international GE tree campaign targeting 
International Paper (IP) — one of the world's major players 
in GE tree research and development. 


IP is the largest 
private landowner 
in the US and the 
world's largest seed- 
ling grower. It is an 
equal partner with 
MeadWestvaco and 
Rubicon, in a joint 
venture known as 
ArborGen, which 
plans to "actively 
seek technological 
advances from in- 
dependent univer- 
f sities and other 
s companies in order 
| to position itself to 
T market new ad- 
£ vances in forest bio- 
g technology to the 
world's tree grow- 
ers in the shortest 
possible time." As 
well, IP is a funder of the Tree Genetic Engineering 
Research Cooperative at Oregon State University and the 
Forest Biotechnology Institute at North Carolina State. It 
is also a three-time project partner with the US Depart- 
ment of Energy in GE tree research. 

The GE tree campaign will officially kick-off at the 
Sacramento Ministerial from June 23-25. The campaign 
will also be pressuring universities to withdraw from GE 
tree research and development. This is the opportunity 
to stop the threat of GE trees before the damage is done. 

For more information or to get involved, contact Brad 
Hash at ASEJ GE Tree Campaign, POB 57, Burlington, 
VT 05402; (802) 863-0571; gaaget@gaaget.org; 
www.asej.org. 



“Biotechnology, giving pollution a life of its own." Protesters at the 
GE Trees Conference, Stevenson, WA, July 2001 


continued from previous page 
so it will ripen all at once. This will cut 
down on the number of workers re- 
quired to pick the fruits. In coffee, they 
are also trying to create a decaffeinated 
coffee bean. In addition, pharmaceuti- 
cal banana trees are being engineered 
which produce vaccines in the fruit, 
turning them into profitable drugs. 

Oil Company Involvement 

With GE trees being designed for 
rapid growth, disease resistance and 
built-in pesticides, they play right into 
the hands of the corporate schemers 
who dreamed up carbon offset forestry. 
Corporations like Shell, Toyota and 
British Petroleum are involved in the 
research and development of GE trees 
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so they can continue their polluting 
ways in the northern hemisphere. The 
idea is that fast growing GE tree planta- 
tions in the southern hemisphere will 
sequester vast amounts of carbon, 
thereby 'offsetting' the corporate pol- 
lution. This myth has already been 
debunked by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the World 
Resources Institute who showed that 
plantations in tropical forests can store 
only one-fourth of the carbon that 
native forests can. Currently, there are 
more than 10 million acres of carbon 
offset plantations around the world. 

University Involvement 

Universities across the US are involved 
in GE tree research and development. In 


the Pacific Northwest, universities such 
as Washington State, Oregon State, and 
Western State are conducting open-air 
field trials of GE trees. Many of these 
universities are obtaining funding 
through grants from the Department of 
Energy, the US Department of Agricul- 
ture, the National Science Foundation 
and the EPA, as well as biotech and 
timber corporations. If you are inter- 
ested in finding the locations of GE crop 
test fields, start by checking out the 
websites at www.nbiap.vt.edu and 
www.gaaget.org. 

US Forest Service Involvement 

The US Forest Service (USFS) is also 
heavily involved in GE tree research 
and development through the 


Institute of Forest Genetics based in 
Placerville, California. The USFS is work- 
ing in collaboration with many univer- 
sity researchers and corporations to map 
the genomes of Loblolly pine, Douglas 
fir and poplar species, as well as work- 
ing on the genetics of the white pine 
blister rust. 

Where Will GE Trees be Grown? 

GE trees are designed for massive 
plantations. In the US, these planta- 
tions will be concentrated in the coastal 
Southeast and in the Pacific Northwest 
(where there are already tens of thou- 
sands of acres of hybrid poplar planta- 
tions). Ffowever, most GE plantations 
will be in the southern hemisphere 
where the trees will grow faster and the 
environmental laws are lax or nonex- 
istent. InTobascoand Veracruz, Mexico, 
the company Planfosur has 51,891 acres 
of eucalyptus planted, some of which 
are genetically engineered. Satellite 
photos of the global South show that 
75 percent of the current tree planta- 
tions were native forests just 10 years 
earlier. GE trees will cause even further 
deforestation of native forests. 

Facilitating Frankentree Failure 

None of these franken- 
trees have yet been commer- 
cialized in the US. We have a 
tremendous opportunity to 
halt this massive threat to 
our native forests and the 
biodiversity of the planet. 

The threat is real, and our 
actions to stop it must be 
tactical and effective. 

The Global Alliance 
Against Genetically Engi- 
neered Trees is calling for a 
global ban on the release 
of any GE trees into the 
environment; an end to the 
funding of research and de- 
velopment of GE trees; an 
end to the patenting of 
trees, their genes and in- 
digenous people's tradi- 
tional knowledge. 

If you work in an organi- 
zation, insert similar lan- 
guage into your campaign 
literature or demands 
against corporate targets. 

Educate yourself and your 
community about the pos- 
sible environmental and 


health effects of GE trees and the need 
to ban them. We need a strong plat- 
form from the environmental com- 
munity. Labeling or safety testing will 
not work — we need a total ban. 

Take action against the corporations, 
federal agencies and universities devel- 
oping GE trees, as well as the investors 
who are funding their research. The 
venture capitalists that invest in biotech 
are especially vulnerable and can easily 
be scared into pulling out if we make 
investing in biotech a risky prospect. 

With 50 percent of the trees in the 
US cut down for paper production and 
the bulk of GE tree research focused on 
the species used to make paper it is 
time to start using tree-free paper made 
from hemp or Kenaf. 

For more info or to get involved, 
contact Northwest Resistance Against 
Genetic Engineering, (503) 239-6841; 
www.nwrage.org. 

Populus and pseudotsuga are two species 
of trees targeted by the biotech industry for 
commodification and encourage you to end 
this madness by methods of your choosing. 
They live in many different ecosystems all 
over North America and work tirelessly to 
prevent the gene manipulators from creat- 
ing a frankenforest future. 


Alaska's Tongass in Danger 

In February, the Bush adminis- 
tration announced that it will not 
provide wilderness protection to 
millions of acres of Alaska'sTongass 
National Forest. This announce- 
ment clears the way for the US 
Forest Service's plan to log 49 huge 
old-growth timber sales. 

The decision could open more 
than a million acres of old-growth 
forest to logging if federal courts 
reverse Clinton's restrictions on 
forest road building, as expected. 
The US Forest Service claims that 
no more than 676,000 acres could 
be opened to logging under any 
circumstance. 

The Clinton "roadless rule" 
would have prevented almost all 
logging in the Tongass, which con- 
tains nearly 30 percent of the 
world's unlogged coastal temper- 
ate rain forest. 

EPA Okays New GE Com 

In February, the Environmental 
Protection Agency announced that 
it has approved Monsanto's new 
type of genetically modified corn 
containing Bt toxins. The approval 
is a boost for Monsanto, which has 
been struggling with falling earn- 
ings for biotechnology crops. 

The new corn is likely to be used 
to make corn syrup and as animal 
feed, posing potential health 
threats to meat eaters. 

Pay to Play, Forever- 

Bush's 2004 budget calls for per- 
manent recreation user fees on 
federally managed public lands. It 
authorizes increased privatization 
of recreation and other forest- 
related services. 

A highly influential business 
consortium called American Rec- 
reation Coalition has been lobby- 
ing for implementation of fees on 
public lands. Its ultimate objec- 
tive is to acquire the right to de- 
velop and operate recreational 
facilities on public lands for its 
corporate members, including 
Disney, Coleman and REI. 



Nighttime gardeners make investing in biotech a risky 
project. For gardening tips, visit www.tao.ca/~ban/ 
1299nighttimegardener.htm. 
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The 
End of 
Lake 
Powell 

by Sprig 


The ebb and flow of a river is not a common sight 
in Tucson, Arizona. During my first Summer mon- 
soon, I hiked to the Rillito wash just to see the river 
reveal itself, if only for a few hours. I stared into the 
muddy swelling of water, wondering about life 
before Tucson was established — a time when the 
Santa Rita and Rillito Rivers flowed above ground. 

How could people give up that pleasure for cement 
and pipes? 

The juxtaposition of moving from Oregon to Ari- 
zona has been enlightening. My skin chafes for what 
many in the Northwest take for granted as they run 
to coffee shops to keep their spirits up on a rainy day. 

When I lived in Oregon, I drank well water and could 
dip in a creek outside my door whenever I wished. It 
was a privilege then, and I realize this even more 
now when I turn on the Tucson city tap. 

Here, a twist of the faucet handle contributes to 
the Colorado River's demise, thanks to the Central 
Arizona Project (CAP). CAP is charging Tucson's 
groundwater aquifer with the once grand river, which 
has only reached the Gulf of California twice in the 
past 20 years. Arizona's Lake Havasu, really a reser- 
voir, is the source of Tucson's CAP water, and it is at 
normal capacity despite the drought. Yet, further north on 
the Colorado River, the infamous Lake Powell is half 
empty. When the Glen Canyon Dam formed Lake Powell 
in 1966, it inundated hundreds of square miles of beautiful 
riverine wildlife habitat in Arizona and Utah. Now, Lake 
Powell could dry up completely if the drought plaguing 
the Southwest doesn't end soon. 

The tragic drowning of Glen Canyon holds a place in the 
hearts of many. For some, it is a loss associated with an 
experience. For folks like me, it is a place I can only imagine 
based on accounts of those who explored it. Katie Lee was 
among a handful of people who knew the 170 miles of 
Glen Canyon like she knows her own body. She wrote 
about the canyon in 1955: "Each new discovery surpasses 
the last — it seems the tougher these canyons are to pen- 
etrate, the more beauty they hide. I leave a part of me in the 
arms of the Canyon; leave blood and tears in exchange for 
what I've seen and will remember all my life." For David 
Brower, the damming of Glen Canyon was his biggest 
personal failure. Brower essentially traded Glen Canyon to 


tsaue Lee in i.anaus canyon, iso/ 
keep the Bureau of Reclamation from erecting another 
dam on the Green River in Dinosaur National Monument, 
upstream from Glen Canyon. 

Drier than average conditions have now prevailed for the 
past three years in the Colorado River Basin. According to the 
US Geological Survey major droughts of the past went largely 
unnoticed. The current drought is noticeable because the 
West has four times the population, and it pumps the 
groundwater more intensively than it did before. We have 
only managed to avoid past crises because not all of the 
Colorado River Basin states have used their full allocations. 
Irrigators currently use 75 percent of Colorado River water, 
much of it for water intensive plants such as alfalfa and other 
feed crops for cattle. Some environmentalists speculate this 
will be the first place the federal government will make 
restrictions. The scramble for water resources between ranch- 
ers and wildlife advocates in other places with big dams — like 
Oregon's Klamath Basin — indicates a long fight ahead. 

This overconsumption of water, compounded with a 
regional drought cycle of 25 years, could mean that Lake 
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Powell and every other reservoir in 
the upper Colorado River area will be 
without water. The Colorado River 
may soon be unable to provide for the 
25 million people plumbed into its 
system. Groups like Living Rivers are 
working on a two-part program to 
reform how the Colorado River water 
is managed so that even in years of 
sustained drought, human needs can 
be met with enough water left over to 
maintain flows for critical riparian 
habitat. If current population and con- 
sumption patterns continue, it re- 
mains to be seen if this program is 
only forestalling the inevitable, 

Right now, the UN's World Water 
Assessment Program estimates that 
more than one billion people lack 
access to safe drinking water on a daily 
basis. The number of people affected 
could increase to seven billion by 2050. 
This is all happening in a climate of 
water privatization, in which global 
corporations are sucking up 20 per- 
cent of public water resources a year. 
Ninety-five percent of the world's 
freshwater is up for grabs. This leaves 
an enormous potential for the few 
multinational corporations that domi- 
nate the market — mainly Suez 
(France), Vivendi Universal (France), 
RWE/Thames (Germany/UK) and 
Bechtel (US) — to claim it for resale. 
The World Bank's role in water 
privatization is not yet equal to its 
infamous history of financing devas- 
tating dams, but it is a key player in 
prying open these 
water markets for 
corporate access. 

During the In- 
ternational Day of 
Action Against 
Dams on March 
14 people pro- 
tested worldwide. 

In Brazil, more 
than three hun- 
dred families 
occupied the pow- 
erhouse at the 
Cana Brava dam 


for a day. The owner of the dam, 
Tractebel — a Belgian subsidiary of 
Suez, the French water-privatizing 
conglomerate — promised to bring of- 
ficials to hear the protesters' demands. 
In the US, the Glen Canyon Dam has 
been at the top of the lists of dams 
that people feel should be extricated. 

Before the symbolic cracking of the 
Glen Canyon dam in 1981 by Earth 
Firstler's, river advocates had been 
striving toward the liberation of the 
canyon. It is ironic that as the water 
level lowers, paddlers will get the 
chance to see a suggestion of the 
canyon's former magnitude. If Lake 
Powell drops an additional 28 per- 
cent, the dam will no longer be able to 
generate hydroelectricity and its weak 
excuse for existence will be mute. There 
seems to be no greater time to liberate 
the canyon than now. 

As absurd as placing clothespins on 
a vital artery, more than 20 dams have 
been built on the 1,360 miles of the 
Colorado River. A fraction of its former 
self, the river still manages to sustain 
the West, but for how much longer? 
For me, the impending crisis is a par- 
ticularly striking analogy to the al- 
most two million people without 
potable water today in Basra, Iraq. 

Basra resides along the mighty 
Euphrates, the river that nurtured the 
birth of "civilization" along the fer- 
tile crescent. In the 1991 Gulf War, 
US forces destroyed Iraq’s water infra- 
structure. In the current attack, we 
have again left 
the Iraqi people 
without secure 
water resources. 
The irony is un- 
canny, as the US 
follows the 
historical 
confluence of 
civilizations that 
went down the 
drain, sucking 
the world down 
with it. 



Somewhere under the heavy burden of water going 
nowhere, under the silence, the old rocks of the river 
channel waited for the promised resurrection. 

— Edward Abbey from The MonkeyWrench Gang 
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Canada to Kill Seals 

The Canadian Ministry of Fish- 
eries and Oceans recently an- 
nounced that it has authorized 
the killing of 975,000 harp seals 
during the next three years. The 
Canadian government claims that 
the killing is an attempt to pre- 
serve populations of cod. The 
slaughter will be subsidized by tax- 
payer money even though polls 
have shown that most Canadians 
oppose seal hunts. However, envi- 
ronmentalists believe the govern- 
ment is attempting to hide its own 
mismanagement of the cod fish- 
eries by blaming seals for damage 
done by human overfishing. 

Ex-ALF Spokesperson 
Cleared 

The Canadian Crown has aban- 
doned its case against David 
Barbarash, the former spokesper- 
son for the North American Ani- 
mal Liberation Front Press Office. 
The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) raided Barbarash's 
home last Summer, seizing com- 
puter equipment and other 
materials. The British Columbia 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
RCMP's search warrant was ille- 
gal. The RCMP was acting on the 
request of US authorities (see EF!f, 
September-October, 2002). 

PL Sued for Fraud 

In February, the Humboldt 
County District Attorney sued the 
Pacific Lumber Company (PL) for 
$250 million on six counts of 
fraud and deceptive concealment 
in applying for its Environmental 
Impact Report and Sustained Yield 
Plan in 1999. 

The suit alleges that PL lied to 
state and federal agencies so that 
it could log 100,000 additional 
trees on unstable slopes. PL did 
not reveal information it had, 
which showed how the increased 
logging would result in landslides 
that would degrade the down- 
stream water quality. 
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Bush Dooms Puget Sound 
Orcas to Extinction 


by Brent Plater 

If you have ever witnessed the silhouette of orcas dancing 
in the waves at sunset in the Puget Sound, it would be difficult 
for you to call these animals insignificant. Yet that is exactly 
what the Bush administration has done, dooming these 
incredible creatures to extinction. 

The Pacific Northwest's orcas have provided scientists with 
more insights into killer whale biology and behavior than all 
other killer whales 
combined. Recent 
studies of these crea- 
tures indicate that the 
killer whale species, 

Orcinus orca, is in- 
credibly diverse and 
is probably mis- 
classified. Genetic evi- 
dence indicates that 
it may actually con- 
sist of two species or 
subspecies. Within 
these divisions, scien- 
tists have discovered 
that killer whales 
form populations that 
are completely dis- 
tinct and reproduc- 
tively isolated from 
each other. The 
Southern Residents, a 
piscivorous group of 
orcas found in Puget 
Sound, are one such 
unique population. 

Since 1996, the 
Southern Resident 
population has de- 
clined nearly 20 per- 
cent, with only 80 
orcas remaining in 2002. Scientists have found that toxic 
pollution, habitat degradation and stress from vessel traffic 
are the main causes of the decline. The Center for Biological 
Diversity conducted a Population Viability Analysis of the 
Southern Residents and determined that within the next 
century, these threats spell extinction for the Pacific 
Northwest's most magnificent and charismatic species, un- 
less protective provisions are put in place. 

Yet the Bush administration refused to take any action to 
protect the whales when presented with the results of analy- 
sis. So, the Center for Biological Diversity formally petitioned 
the National Marine Fisheries Service to protect this popula- 
tion under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in May 2001. 
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This kick-started a legal protection process that may be the 
last hope for these orcas. 

Giving the ESA a Kick 

The ESA is needed to protect these killer whales because it 
is the only law that can address the threats they face. It has the 
power to address toxic pollution by requiring federal opera- 
tions that could pollute the killer whales' environment to first 
be submitted to a review by an independent 'expert' agency. 

This would insure 
that the pollution 
does not jeopardize 
their existence or ad- 
versely modify their 
habitat. By protect- 
ing their "critical 
habitat, " the ESA can 
prevent degradation 
of the killer whale's 
ocean environment. 

Another problem 
facing the Southern 
Residents is the noise 
created by vessel traf- 
fic, especially whale 
watching boats. The 
ESA's prohibition on 
'taking' an endan- 
gered species (i.e. ha- 
rassing, harming, 
killing or capturing 
an animal) allows the 
government to regu- 
late these impacts. 
History has shown 
that the ESA is par- 
ticularly effective in 
cases like the South- 
ern Residents. We 
have enough time to 
promote their recovery if the ESA's protections are imple- 
mented. The ESA is simply the best legal tool available to 
protect them from extinction. 

But the Bush administration announced in July 2002, 
that it will not protect the killer whales under the ESA. 
It reasoned that Puget Sound's Southern Residents sim- 
ply aren't significant enough to be enfranchised by the 
act. This was the first time the federal government 
invoked this loophole and failed to protect an endan- 
gered population because it deemed the population 
"insignificant," but it wasn't the last: In March, the Bush 
administration also labeled the Kootenai River burbot, a 
fish from Idaho, insignificant. 



Since 1996, the orcas of Puget Sound have declined nearly 20 
percent, with only 80 remaining in 2002. They could go 
extinct within the next century unless protective provisions 
are put in place. Yet the Bush administration has refused to 
take any action to protect the orcas. 



The Bush administration has ignored 
key information in deciding that the 
Southern Residents aren't significant 
enough to save from extinction. These 
orcas are genetically distinct from all 
other killer whales on Earth, and they 
have been reproductively isolated for 
thousands of years. They survive in 
waters outside an urban environment 
unlike any other killer whale habitat. 
The loss of these whales will create a 
gap in the species range. And perhaps 
most importantly, the Southern Resi- 
dents have their own dialect and cul- 
ture, as unique and irreplaceable as the 
whales themselves. 

In other killer whale populations 
where more than one dialect is present, 
the whales mate preferentially across 
dialects (dubbed by one scientist as the 
"sexy foreign accent" effect) . The South- 
ern Residents only have one dialect, yet 
do not interbreed with other popula- 
tions with different dialects, making 
them particularly unique among killer 
whale populations. 

For these reasons, killer whale biolo- 
gists have told us that the National 
Marine Fisheries Service's determina- 
tion that the whales are not significant 
is scientifically indefensible. And those 
of us specializing in the legal protection 
of marine mammals know that failing 
to enfranchise these whales with the 
protections of the ESA means the agency 
is simply planning for extinction. 

We Will Not Let You Go 

You don't need to be a killer whale 
biologist or a lawyer to understand the 
callousness of the National Marine Fish- 


eries Service's decision. These orcas are 
majestic animals that are an integral 
part of the natural and cultural heri- 
tage of the Pacific Northwest. They are 
a mainstay of our love of the ocean and 
our interconnection with life on Earth. 
If these killer whales are lost, the Pacific 
Northwest will be greatly impoverished. 

Several conservation groups are now 
challenging the Bush administration's 
decision in court. In a time when the 
administration has attempted to roll 
back dozens of environmental laws, 
conservationists have been forced to 
turn to the courts to uphold environ- 
mental protections. Recent court vic- 
tories have shown that the courtroom 
is still the soft underbelly of the Bush 
administration's assault on biodiversity. 

The legal case is strong: Never before 
has the federal government determined 
that a population is discrete and endan- 
gered and then failed to invoke the ESA. 
The case will likely be decided by this 
Fall. After all the killer whales have 
taught us, winning this protection is the 
least we can do for them. 

For more information, visit the Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity website, 
www.biologicaldiversity.org. 

Brent Plater is an attorney with the Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity, lead author of 
the petition to protect the killer whales and 
co-counsel in the lawsuit to protect the killer 
whales. Along with Patti Goldman of 
Earthjustice, he represents Orca Conser- 
vancy, Ocean Advocates, People for Puget 
Sound, Friends of the San Juans, Earth 
Island Institute, Karen Munro and former 
Secretary of State Ralph Munro in the fight 
to save the Southern Residents. 





You Buy Solo, You Buy Us 

In February, the US Forest Ser- 
vice re-auctioned off the Solo 
Timber Sale in Oregon's Mount 
Hood National Forest to Freres 
Lumber. Seventy-five citizens 
and forest activists protested the 
auction, chanting "You buy Solo, 
you buy us!" 

Solo needed to be re-auctioned 
after the original buyer Thomas 
Creek Lumber dropped the sale. 
Activists with Cascadia Forest 
Alliance (CFA) stopped logging 
in the Solo Timber Sale last Sum- 
mer and Fall with a treesit. 
"We're here today to tell poten- 
tial buyers that we will continue 
to use direct action to protect 
the Oak Grove watershed and 
native forests," said treesitter 
Jennifer Steinberg. 

Solo covers 167 acres in the 
Oak Grove watershed, which pro- 
vides drinking water for 185,000 
Oregonians. Activists have dis- 
covered old-growth specklebelly, 
an endangered lichen, in two lo- 
cations in this sale. 

Industry Oiled Again! 

On the eve of the US attack on 
Iraq, Senate Republicans, led by 
the Alaskan delegation, failed to 
muster the necessary votes 
needed to open up vast areas of 
arctic wilderness to exploitation 
for oil. 

After the Senate voted 52 to 48 
against drilling in the Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, Alaska 
Senator Ted Stevens said the fight 
was not over. In the last few min- 
utes allotted to him to make his 
case, he issued a warning: "People 
who vote against this today are 
voting against me — and I will not 
forget it." 

The oil industry's allies in Con- 
gress used the war against Iraq as 
an excuse to press for drilling in 
Alaska, and Interior Secretary 
Gale Norton pressured high- 
powered special-interest groups 
to lobby senators. 


May-June 2003 Earth First! Page 27 



magic reinforcement that was needed to keep the buffalo 
safe, for now. 

There were once more than 60 million buffalo roaming 
the continent. By 1903, all but 23 animals had been 
slaughtered — victims of the US war against Native Ameri- 
cans, manifest destiny and the westward expansion of 
cattle. Those few surviving buffalo took refuge in the 
remote Yellowstone backcountry. Their direct descen- 
dants, the only continuously wild herd of buffalo in the 
US, are still in peril. 

During Winter and Spring, buffalo migrate out of 
Yellowstone to lower elevations where they seek food or 
give birth. The buffalo follow traditional migration routes 
along the Madison River Basin. However, in doing so, they 
cross into Montana where wild bison are hazed, captured 
and killed by the Department of Livestock (DOL). 

Livestock? 

In Montana, the cattle industry uses the DOL to slaugh- 
ter the buffalo and protect their remaining rights to subsi- 

Roaming with the last 


BY YoTE RlSA 

The Montana sky was tinged with yellow and pink. 
Another beautiful sunset began to illuminate snowy moun- 
tains rising to the Continental Divide. I pushed through 
the crusted snow on skis, following the frozen Duck Creek 
across the valley below Fir Ridge. Up ahead, grazing by 
some willows along the creek, was a herd of 1 0 bull buffalo. 
Lingering in the inspiration of the moment, I said a prayer 
and a warning for the buffalo. "I respect and honor you," 
I called out. "Stay wild and free. Know that there is danger 
this way. Please stay away." 

I returned to our camp which was on a narrow swath of 
national forest wedged between the western boundary of 
Yellowstone National Park and the Duck Creek buffalo 
trap. The fence was already broken in places by buffalo 
who were not easily deterred from their Winter migra- 
tions. We kept our fire in front of one such hole, hoping to 
deter hungry buffalo from a trap baited with hay. 

My partner took his turn skiing back into Yellowstone to 
check on the herd. Soon I heard his call and was skiing after 
him. The buffalo were on the move, heading our way. 1 
tried to ground myself for what I would have to do. These 
are mighty wild animals, doing what their instinct tells 
them. Unfortunately, the State of Montana still kills wild 
buffalo for following their instincts. 

At the top of the rise we began to shout and holler, 
making noises to divert them from the buffalo trap that 
sits just a hundred yards outside of Yellowstone National 
Park. I knew that buffalo, especially bulls, are extremely 
stubborn. It is the irony of their character that their 
persistence has guaranteed both their survival and con- 
tinued slaughter. However, this time we were surprised 
when they turned and ran back in the direction they had 
come from, deeper into the safety of Yellowstone. Then 
a pack of coyotes began to howl from the hills, adding a 
wild voice to our warning calls. Perhaps that was the 


dized grazing on public lands. They chase buffalo into 
traps where they are confined and sent to slaughter. Even 
those buffalo that escape or are hazed into the park are 
endangered because they use up energy needed to survive 
the harsh Winters of Yellowstone. The chaos of the hazes 
disrupts local communities and traffic, as well as endan- 
gered bald eagles, sensitive trumpeter swans, elk, moose, 
grizzly bears, wolves and other species. 

The state of Montana and public agencies have killed 
more than 3,000 native buffalo since 1985. The DOL's 
excuse for the slaughter is brucellosis, a bovine reproduc- 
tive disease that was actually first passed to buffalo from 
cattle. There has never been a documented case of bison 
transmitting brucellosis to cattle in the wild. 

The DOL is supposed to test captured buffalo for 
brucellosis and release those that test negative. The test 
they use is extremely inaccurate. It tests for brucellosis 
antibodies or exposure to brucellosis, rather than the 
disease itself. This often means that the bison shipped 
to slaughter are the animals most resistant to brucello- 
sis. Post-mortem tests have confirmed that many slaugh- 
tered bison did not actually have the disease. Not that 
it matters much — the last 135 bison killed in Spring 
were never tested. 

Buffalo Spirit 

Buffalo are majestic and wise creatures. Their imposing 
stature, large hump, thick, shaggy brown and black fur, 
short curved horns and penetrating eyes make them 
distinctive among the many spectacular large mammals 
of the West. It is hard not to feel blessed in their presence 
and humbled by their sense of community. Buffalo are 
reminders of what once was, messengers of a wisdom that 
is threatened by our current way of life. 

Last Spring, I came out to join the Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign (BFC) and roam with the buffalo. BFC volunteers 
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defend the buffalo on their traditional 
Winter habitat and advocate for their 
protection. Daily patrols stand with 
the buffalo on the ground the buffalo 
choose to be on and document every 
move made against them. That is 
when I first learned about the buffalo 
spirit. 

Last April, I witnessed more than 70 
buffalo hazed through a barbed wire 
fence and captured. The sound of 
screeching wire, as it ripped through 
flesh and pulled from the posts, sank 
in my gut. I watched helpless as the 
herd was corralled into the trap after 
being chased across the meadows and 
bluffs. After the buffalo were shipped 
off to slaughter, a dozen bison emerged 
from the forest in a row and paused by 
the trap, as if paying their respect for 


those that were lost. 

This winter, I saw an old bull who 
was being chased by eight snowmo- 
biles run through a barbed wire fence 
several times. After running the bull 
ragged for a few hours, they pushed 
it toward the trap where it jumped a 
fence and escaped into the woods. 

Last May, as the snow melted and 
the days grew longer, I began looking 
forward to wandering myself. One 
afternoon, I was back outside the trap 
along the park border. A herd of bull 
buffalo joined us in the sagebrush 
near the woods. We felt blessed to be 
that close to such majestic creatures. 
They seemed to be looking straight 
into our souls, weighing our purpose 
there with them. I felt inspired and 
comforted and humbled, just a few 
feet from animals weighing several 
thousand pounds. 

They moved on to the private prop- 
erty and grazed near the trap. The 
buffalo do this often, 
taunting the DOL and 
then running off. On this 
afternoon, they were 
chased off by DOL agents 
on ATVs and then came 
right back out and over 
to the trap. The DOL 
agents closed the gates 
to the trap and captured 
29 bulls. They left the 
buffalo there for two 


nights during a snowstorm. You 
could hear the buffalo banging 
against the walls of the trap as they 
tried to escape into the fresh snow. 
They were all sent to slaughter. 

Those ghosts have roamed with 
me as I wander. They remind me 
that we cannot be complacent. That 
day I was an observer, overwhelmed 
by the power of the buffalo's pres- 
ence, distracted from my role as their 
defender. Those 29 ghosts have 
brought me back to Yellowstone for 
a full season, to honor those lost 
buffalo by actively fighting to de- 
fend the survivors. 

Get Involved 

You, too, can join the buffalo de- 
fenders. Mass action requires a mass. 


Come defend the buffalo. Delicious 
meals and gear are provided. We can 
train you in nonviolence, video docu- 
mentation, the current legal situation 
and any other skills shared by our 
volunteers. We live communally with 
an inspiring group of activists. All you 
have to do is thumb it out to West 
Yellowstone and give us a call. 

March, April and May are our busi- 
est months. Hundreds of buffalo leave 
the park, days are long and volun- 
teers are fewer. Come experience the 
wildness of Yellowstone while work- 
ing to defend the last herd of wild 
buffalo. If you cannot make the trip 
out to Yellowstone this Spring, there 
are still many things you can do to 
help the buffalo. 

For more information, contact the 
Buffalo Field Campaign, (406) 646- 
0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www. wildrockies . org/buf f alo . 
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Fox In Charge of the 
Henhouse? 

A proposal added at the last 
minute to Congress' 2003 domes- 
tic spending bill, which was passed 
on February 13, will let the US 
Forest Service and the Bureau of 
I .and Management award an un- 
limited number of "stewardship 
contracts" to logging companies. 

The program was approved with- 
out any evidence of the program's 
performance, its ecological impacts 
or an assessment of the intended 
local work force benefits. 

Stewardship contracts allow the 
agencies to trade an unlimited and 
unspecified number of trees to pay 
for "restoration" work and "fuels 
reduction thinning" under Bush's 
Healthy Forest Initiative. In reality, 
logging companies are given ac- 
cess to previously protected areas. 
Allowing restoration and/or thin- 
ning to be paid for with the most 
ecologically and economically 
valuable trees increases future risk 
of wildfire, as well as the need for 
true restoration. 

Buffalo Massacred 

As of mid-April, the National 
Park Service and Montana De- 
partment of Livestock have al- 
ready slaughtered more than 240 
wild bison this year. For the first 
time since the 1996-1997 sea- 
son, Yellowstone National Park 
has reopened the Stephens Creek 
buffalo trap. 

In March, buffalo near the 
northern boundary of the 
Yellowstone National Park were 
hazed into the trap where they 
were held until slaughter. In only 
one night, there were 175 wild 
bison caged in the trap which 
was built for 125. Numerous in- 
juries were documented as 
trapped bison gored each other 
in close confinement. 

These operations mark a re- 
turn to darker days for 
Yellowstone park rangers, who 
haven't killed buffalo in six years. 



Herd of Wild Buffalo 
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BY STIKI 

I am not just an herbalist. I am an anarchist, an ecologist, 
a witch, an educator, a student, a refugee's daughter and a 
botanist. I am simply someone working on my own heal- 
ing, so I can help in some small way to heal the Earth and 
those on it. The more I delve into the health field, the less 
people understand where I come from politically. I am less 
and less on the frontlines in actions. Instead, I am spending 
more time inside, listening to one person at a time tell me 
about their pain and looking for ways to help them trans- 
form it. I am also spending more time away from people, 
with plants, learning how to listen. 

In my life, I have chosen 
to take the struggle of 
holding the Earth first to 
the health field. I feel that 
I am coming full circle 
with my studies and prac- 
tice and am ready to ap- 
ply it to my love and re- 
spect of the Earth. 

The field of herbal medi- 
cine can be messy. There 
are no basic standards or 
licenses to buy in order to 
become an herbalist. You 
either call yourself one or 
you don't. I like this as- 
pect, as it fits nicely with 
my anarchist philosophy. 

In fact, I strongly disagree 
with any national accredi- 
tation or licensing; I like 
being an outlaw. 

The problem I have 
with herbalism is the 
same problem with every 
aspect of anarchist struc- 
ture: accountability. The 
question comes up again 
and again in various com- 
munities that don't want Instead 

to involve laws, licens- 
ing or police. Likewise, how do we hold herbalists, or 
those using, picking and buying herbs accountable? 

Anyone can write a book on herbal medicine and end up 
with thousands of people reading it and believing it. 
Anyone can print up a certificate they got online after 
taking a week-long correspondence class on herbs, call 
themselves a Master Herbalist and begin seeing patients. 
Anyone can collect and make medicine from plants, selling 
it as "professional formulations.'' This is a very empower- 
ing field; it is also a very dangerous one. Personal respon- 
sibility is essential. Community expectations and guide- 
lines are necessary. There are "herbalists" who act outside 
of their scope of knowledge, representing themselves or 
teaching in ways that may do more harm than good. One 
of the most valuable phrases you can get from an herbalist 
is, "I don't know." 

The ignorance and misuse of herbs can lead to several 
problems. The herbs may not work as expected because the 


plants are old, adulterated or their energy is tainted from 
exploitation. Unfortunately, this makes herbs seem less 
effective, and for many, using herbs becomes a passing fad 
rather than a shift toward using more natural substances in 
their lives. 

You may inadvertently contribute to the decima- 
tion of plant populations by following commercial 
trends. Pharmaceutical companies pay for research on 
herbs to "prove" they are the most effective solution 
for whatever the companies deems is important at the 
time. Echinacea is one good example. Many of the 
"popular" herbs are endangered in the wild due to 
"market” pressure. To put it simply, I would rather 

people take a Tylenol 
than white willow bark 
if they don't know the 
source of the bark. 

Herbal medicine is medi- 
cine. I don't care how the 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration labels it. It is seri- 
ous. It can heal, and it can 
harm. It is not to be played 
around with. It is to be stud- 
ied intensely — in whatever 
medical model you 
choose — and re- 
sponsibly experi- 
mented with in a 
limited capacity. 
Don't use it if you 
don't need it. 

In the Earth 
First! community, I 
have seen people who 
are so excited to be at an 
outdoor gathering or camp 
that they immediately be- 
gin foraging for food and 
medicine. Many are em- 
powered by the idea of tak- 
ing care of themselves and 
forget that they are brief 
visitors to the area. I was 
just as guilty of this as any. Before ever touching such 
valuable wildlife, one should have a clear understanding 
of the ecology of the bioregion. Having a Tom Brown 
survival skills book or an herb book by Michael Moore 
isn't good enough. Spending time listening and watching 
is much more important than the adrenaline that comes 
from hunting. Finding a local person who has an under- 
standing of the area is vital. You would be shocked at how 
many plants, animals, insects and humans may be rely- 
ing on the wild ginger you just plucked from the side of 
a creek to cook with your tofu and rice. 

I recently took another herb class, this time from my 
friend Filiberto. It was a reminder of how much I have to 
learn. He is from a small mountain village in Mexico. 
When his people collect flowers, they only collect the 
petals that have fallen on the ground. When they cut a 
plant, they seal any cuts in the plant limb or root with 
beeswax, spiderwebs or cocoon silk. He only collects plants 
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seven days before a full moon. Then, during the full moon, 
he makes the medicine and buries it for a month. His use 
is based on survival and need. 

My question to everyone is: What do we really need from 
the Earth? Many of us are battling all sorts of psychological 
illnesses that eventually manifest physically. People are 
looking for a magic pill to cure them, whether it's an herb 
or pharmaceutical. In the medical system of Fili's people, 
psychological illnesses are associated with the element of 
Air. For the other elements, there are many healing plants 
that can be used, but for Air, he knows of only one thing to 
do. He believes that psychological illnesses come from a 
lack of connection to the Earth — therefore, if you suffer 
from mental illness, bury yourself for several hours inside 
the Earth. I wonder if this is often all we need to do. 

It is for Filiberto and the oral knowledge he carries, passed 
down for centuries, that I write the following manifesto. 

The Manifesto 

Due to the overharvesting, habitat destruction and disre- 
spect that our green brothers and sisters are experiencing, 
a new faction of herbalists is growing to protect the remain- 
ing wild plant populations. Herbalists and other plant 
nerds are welcome to join us in this struggle using the 
following principles: 

We will strive to educate people on and use substi- 
tutions to herbs the "market" has made popular and 
help shift the focus to the weedy plants in bioregions 
we call home. 

When we garden, we will use organic, biodynamic 
guidelines to work with native and naturalized species that 
have little impact on or are beneficial to the land. 

We will spend extensive time educating ourselves and 
others about the ecology of the land we inhabit, as well 



Yarrow can be easily cultivated in a garden to 
replace wildcrafting threatened native herbs like 
Oregon grape, trillium and pipsissewa. 


as wildcrafting principles 
and ethics. 

We will seek out and 
treasure information from 
indigenous practitioners. 

We will do whatever 
it takes to protect wild 
plant populations, 
even if it means losing 
our freedom. 

Our focus is not to pick 
herbs and heal people, but 
to listen to the plants and let 
the plants guide us to facili- 
tate healing. 

Using these principles, 
we hope to transform the 
misuse and abuse of 
plants in herbal prod- 
ucts to a mutually ben- 
eficial relationship with 
the land. 

Stiki is an herbalist liv- 
ing in Austin, Texas. She 
coordinates the Juniper 
Holistic Health Re- 
source Center out 
of the Rhizom 
Collective, a 
nonprofit 
permaadture 
and com- 
munity 
space. 




ALF Strikes Against Supreme Lobster 

In the early morning hours of February 2, the Animal 
Liberation Front paid a visit to Supreme Lobster in Chicago, 
Illinois. The company supplies seafood to more than 5,000 
Chicagoland restaurants and supermarkets. 

The brake lines on 38 trucks were cut, and the refrigera- 
tion systems on 20 others were damaged. This action cost 
Supreme Lobster up to $50,000 in damage and put them 
out of commission for more than a week. 

Supreme Lobster makes more than 75 million dollars 
annually, and over the last 25 years, it has been responsible 
for the deaths of more than one billion sea creatures. 

Fish Factory Construction Halted Again 

On February 19, dozens of people from Bella Coola, 
Canada, including Nuxalk hereditary chiefs and youth, 
native and non-native commercial fisherpeople and local 
residents occupied an Omega Salmon fish-hatchery con- 
struction site for three days. The Atlantic salmon hatchery 
was being constructed without consent at Ocean Falls, 
British Columbia, in the traditional territory of the Nuxalk 
nation. 


On March 3, Nuxalk hereditary chiefs successfully con- 
tested Omega's attempt to get a court injunction against 
them. The injunction would prevent the Nuxalk people 
from interfering with the hatchery's construction in the 
future. 

Another SHAC Victory! 

After just 10 days of protest, Deloitte & Touche — one of 
the top four accounting firms in the world — pulled out of 
their role as auditors to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). 

Activists picketed offices, carried out home demos on 
directors, glued locks and spray painted offices and homes. 
Daily leafleting, mass phone calls, emails and actions took 
place all over the world against the company. After 10 days, 
Deloitte & Touche caved in to pressure and abandoned 
HLS, leaving Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 
activists with a victory in record time. 

HLS is a vivisection company with laboratories in the UK 
and New Jersey. HLS kills 500 animals a day in experiments 
contracted by companies dealing with chemicals pharma- 
ceuticals and household products. 
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by Root Rot 

So, Cascadia Summer is around the 
comer and you want to take on the 
good ol' boys who are hitting the 
planet the hardest? Lace up your 
boots, throw on your pack and get on 
out here to the Medford Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) district in 
southwestern Oregon. The Medford 
BLM timber planners love to log old 
growth, and they don't play nice. 
They've got more than 50 timber sales 
in various stages of planning. They're 
proposing 1,140 acres of clearcutting 
and 1,860 acres of commercial "thin- 
ning" per year. 


Locals Bite Back 

With the Medford 
BLM destroying 
more ancient 
forests than just 
about anyone 
else in the Pacific 
Northwest, lo- 
cals have had 
enough. Here in 
the aptly named 
Rogue Valley, resistance is on the 
rise. Last Summer, the first treesit 
that southwest Oregon has seen in 
quite some time was erected in a 
prolonged fight to keep the big trees 
standing at the Peak Timber Sale in 
the Rogue River National Forest. 
That campaign helped spark a resur- 
gence of direct action in southwest 
Oregon and northwest California. 
Every old-growth timber sale auc- 
tion is now met with protests, and 
the paperwrenchers are suing the 
BLM at every opportunity. There’s 
also a growing realization that pro- 
tests and lawsuits alone are not pro- 
tecting the ancient forests. People 



are hungry for campaigns that stop 
the logging before it starts. 

Trashing Paradise 

The Medford BLM contains 128,700 
acres of ancient forest. They manage 
the largest forested BLM roadless area 
in the US: the 46,646-acre Zane Gray 
roadless area. The Zane Gray is found 
on the northern bank of the Rogue 
River and contains forests as rugged 
and wild as any in North America. Not 
surprisingly, this is where the BLM has 
planned an old-growth timber sale. The 
Kelsey Whisky Timber Sale targets al- 
most two square miles of ancient forest 
that have been designated as critical 
habitat for the northern spotted owl by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The Zane Gray Roadless Area 

The vast, unspoiled wilderness of the 
massive Zane Gray is some of the best 
northern spotted owl, Pacific fisher, and 
southern Oregon coho salmon habitat 
in the Pacific Northwest. The impres- 
sive Zane Gray roadless area provides 
the region's wildlife with a rare and 




Greenpeace Shuts Down GE Market 

On February 19, six Greenpeace activists locked down to 
three buses parked in front of Shaw's Markets main distri- 
bution center in Methuen, Massachusetts. The buses 
blocked shipments of genetically engineered food to Shaw's 
stores and were painted with the messages: "Shaw's: Stop 
Genetically Engineered Food" and “The Genetic Experi- 
ment Ends Here." 

During the blockade, Greenpeace sent representatives to 
Shaw’s headquarters in West Bridgewater, Massachusetts to 
request a meeting with Shaw's chief executive officer, Paul 
Gannon. Simultaneously, more than 200,000 consumer 
emails were sent to the company demanding that they 
remove GE food from their inventory. 

Through genetic testing, Greenpeace found that four out 
of five of the Shaw's brand products tested contained 
genetically engineered ingredients. 

Thousands Protest Oil Spill in Madrid 

On February 23, tens of thousands of people wearing 
oil-stained jumpsuits took to the streets of Madrid, Spain. 
They marched in protest of the way Spanish government 


handled the Prestige tanker spill, the nation's worst 
ecological disaster. After bleeding petroleum for six days, 
the Prestige broke apart and sank on November 19, 
spilling more than 20 million gallons of oil off the coast 
of Spain. Oil from the spill drifted as far away as France 
and Portugal. 

The Spanish government has been blamed for 
downplaying the extent of the disaster, failing to equip 
and coordinate cleanup operations, withholding informa- 
tion and issuing misleading information. Protesters de- 
manded resignations from the government officials who 
handled the disaster. 

ELF Targets Urban Sprawl 

On March 21, two houses under construction were 
burned in an upscale suburban development in Superior 
Township, Michigan. Graffiti at the anti-sprawl action, 
claimed the work as that of the Earth Liberation Front. 

The houses were in late stages of construction, and 
damage totals are estimated to be $400,000. These were 
the third and fourth fires in this area since September, 
though the earlier two were not claimed by any group. 
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intact mature and old-growth forest 
extensive enough to provide a refuge for 
populations of old-growth dependent 
species. In fact, these populations act as 
a source of biodiversity for nearby for- 
ests that have been degraded by logging 
and road building. 

The Zane Gray also acts as a wildlife 
connectivity corridor that allows for 
population exchanges between the 
forests of the Klamath/Coast Range 
and those of the mighty Cascade 
Mountains. This connectivity corri- 
dor is regionally significant — it helps 
prevent the isolation of many species 
and allows for genetic flow between 
mountain ranges. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service rec- 
ognized the Zane Gray roadless area as 
being irreplaceable habitat. It designated 
a significant portion of the area's water- 
shed as "critical habitat" for the survival 
of the northern spotted owl. Nonethe- 
less, the BLM intends to log there. 

The Pickett Snake Timber Sale 

The Pickett Snake Timber Sale is 
uniquely situated on the north- 
eastern edge of a serpentine soil 
ecosystem in an ancient forest near 
the Rogue River. This ecosystem 
provides habitat for an astound- 
ing amount of wildlife and rare 
plant diversity. 


The timber sale planners of the Grant's 
Pass resource area of the Medford BLM 
are hoping to log almost 1,000 acres of 
untouched mature and ancient forests. 
The BLM intends 
to remove virtu- 
ally every large 
tree from the area, 
leaving only a 
mere six to 10 
trees per acre. 

Uncomfortable 
with the word 
"clearcut," the 
timber planners 
euphemistically 
describe the liq- 
uidation of these 
ancient forests as 
a "structure reten- 
tion harvest." 

George Orwell 
would be proud 
of the linguistic 
creativity of our 
federal timber sale planners. 

Unfortunately, this structural re- 
tention harvest is a death sentence 
for nesting bald eagles and northern 
spotted owls, the elusive Pacific fisher, 
the endemic del norte salamander 
and the vanishing coho salmon. 

Succumbing to an insatiable hun- 
ger to devour ancient forests, the 


BLM has even rejected many of its 
own specialists' recommended miti- 
gation measures, which were de- 
signed to lessen the effects of 
clearcutting. The requests 
of the BLM's own bota- 
nists for no-cut buffers 
around three rare plant 
species were rejected as 
inconveniencing struc- 
tural retention harvests. 
Another BLM biologist's 
request to establish a five- 
year monitoring program 
on the effects of 
clearcutting on northern 
spotted owls was denied. 

What Can I Do? 

Come on out and join 
the resistance! We will be 
protecting the forests of 
the Zane Gray roadless area 
and the Picket Snake wa- 
tershed during Cascadia 
Summer. Check out page 35 in this 
issue of the EF! Journal. For more infor- 
mation about these two areas, contact 
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, 
POB 102, Ashland, OR 97520; (541) 
488-5789; www.kswild.org; Mazama 
Forest Defense. (541) 482-2640; 
mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org; 
www.mazamaforestdefense.org. 



Treesits Erected in Victoria, BC 

On the night of January 13, students at the University of 
Victoria in British Columbia, Canada, erected a treesit in 
the Cunningham Forest in an old-growth Madrone tree. 
The forest is threatened by development from the unversity. 
After a Douglas fir grove was partially cut down in late 
December, students began demanding protection for all 
remaining forested areas on campus and a comprehensive 
restoration plan. 

The students propose that all new developments should 
instead take place on the university's parking lots and lawns. 

Mattole Activists Interfere with PL's Plans 

In the Mattole watershed in Humboldt County, Cali- 
fornia, Mattole Forest Defenders removed thousands of 
flags, which marked proposed timber harvest plans (THP) 
filed by Pacific Lumber. On March 9, a bundle of these 
flags was left on the doorstep of Pacific Lumber's head- 
quarters in Scotia, California. 

Activists also made logging roads temporarily impassable 
by strewing brush and debris on them. The actions were 
taken in order to interfere with the approval of the THPs, 
which must go through a "pre-harvest inspection" before 
advancing in the approval process. The THPs include pro- 
posals to build roads across streams and in seismically active 
gorges, as well as logging plans that target large stands of 
old-growth Douglas fir and hardwood forests. 


Activists Block Access to Dow Plant 

On March 11, the International Campaign for Justice in 
Bhopal delivered contaminated drinking water from Bhopal, 
India, to Dow Chemical's Texas headquarters. Activists 
blocked entrances to the building with 250 gallons of 
contaminated water taken from wells in Bhopal, the site of 
the world's worst industrial disasters. 

In 1984, a disastrous leak at a Union Carbide plant in 
Bhopal killed more than 8,000 people in the first three days 
alone. After the explosion, Union Carbide abandoned the 
plant, leaving hundreds of tons of toxic chemicals behind. 
Activists demanded that Dow clean up Bhopal and accept 
full responsibility for the health and environmental dam- 
age in that city. 

Vengeance for Slain Tigers 

Under the cover of darkness on April 4, Animal Liberation 
Front operatives set fire to the roof of Czimers Game and 
Seafood in Lockport, Illinois. Damage to the shop was 
estimated at $100,000. 

The arson came only 12 hours after William Kapp, a 
county corrections officer, was convicted of illegally sell- 
ing, transporting and killing more than a dozen endangered 
tigers and leopards. Kapp, along with store-owner Richard 
Czimer and 14 others, were involved in the Midwest exotic 
animal butchering ring. Kapp faces more than two years in 
federal prison. 
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by Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

The Metolius Basin in central Oregon is a uniquely 
beautiful area supported by the clear, cold and spring-fed 
Metolius River. It has magnificent stands of old-growth 
ponderosa pine, western larch and Douglas fir. Rare and 
endemic plants grow there, including Peck's penstemon, 
tall agoseris and Elaphomyces anthracinns, a rare truffle. 
Bull trout, Chinook salmon and kokanee salmon inhabit 
the rivers, and northern spotted owls, northern goshawks, 
and bald eagles can be seen in the area. The Metolius Basin 
also receives many human visitors due to the outstanding 
scenic views of Black Butte 
and the abundant opportuni- 
ties for recreation. 

Yet, this area is under threat. 

The US Forest Service (USFS) 
is planning a timber sale that 
would cover up to 75 percent 
of the area and log up to 40 
million board feet of timber. 

The Metolius project, like 
virtually all other timber sales 
in eastern and central Oregon, 
is billed as a "fuel reduction" 
sale to "reduce the risk" of 
wildfire. As such, it gives log- 
ging companies the legal and 
political cover of Bush's 
Healthy Forests Initiative. The 
Metolius forest is also threat- 
ened by Bush's administrative 
rollbacks of environmental protection laws. 

The USFS is on a regionwide binge of targeting the last 
old-growth habitat for logging, including northern spot- 
ted owl and northern goshawk habitat, lynx and wolverine 
travel corridors and riparian "conservation areas." Incred- 
ibly, these sales are billed as "restoration" projects. As with 
most of the timber sales in the region, the Metolius sale 
covers thousands of acres. Also common is that trees such 
as the native grand fir are being characterized as invasive 
"weed trees” in order to rationalize the logging of larger 
trees. Like other sales, the Metolius plan incorporates areas 
that already exceed forest plan limits for soil impacts 
caused by past logging and roading. 

Commercial logging of large diameter trees is planned 
despite at least three overlapping protective designations 
for the area. The Metolius Timber Sale area has "late 
successional reserve" status under the Northwest Forest 
Plan and overlaps the Metolius Conservation Area and the 
Metolius Research Natural Area. The USFS is ignoring all of 
these protective designations. 

The Metolius sale would use new pilot "stewardship 
contracting authorities. " These contracting methods would 


allow the USFS to use a "goods for services" clause to "pay" 
the logging/restoration contractors in trees instead of cash 
for restoration work done. 

Other favors to the timber industry include the "designa- 
tion by description" clause, whereby loggers pick which 
trees to cut by interpreting what the USFS wants, rather 
than felling marked trees. The outcome of these pilot 
authorities are highly subject to the political intentions 
involved. The USFS could use "goods for services” and 
"designation by description" to fund much needed small 
diameter thinning under 12 inches diameter at breast 
height; or if applied to larger diameter trees, the use of 

these authorities 
could be problem- 
atic. They could 
make it easy for 
greedy contractors 
to pick the biggest, 
healthiest old- 
growth or mature 
trees to cut. The 
Metolius Timber 
Sale would be one 
of the first projects 
to select from these 
new contracting au- 
thorizations and 
could thus set a pre- 
cedent for other na- 
tional forests. 

The Blue Moun- 
tains Biodiversity 
Project (BMBP) is fighting the Metolius sale. We are an 
extremely resource-efficient grassroots group. Last year, we 
won all five of the lawsuits we filed. Three stopped post-fire 
salvage logging. One stopped forestwide toxic herbicide 
use and another halted a plan that threatened moth and 
butterfly diversity across several national forests. However, 
we are now facing the potential loss of one of our most 
effective tools — litigation — due to Bush's roll backs of 
environmental protection laws and public process. 

BMBP is also more desperate for funding than ever before 
in our 12 years of existence. So far, we are still able to 
litigate on all the major timber sales in four national forests 
and one Bureau of Land Management district, and we are 
a cosponsor of Cascadia Summer. We will be experiment- 
ing with new, creative tactics to sidestep any loss of 
protective laws. So please help by donating whatever 
money you can to keep BMBP from going under and come 
out to help during Cascadia Summer. Donations can be 
made to: Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project (or to League 
of Wilderness Defenders for a tax deduction) 27803 Will- 
iams Lane, Fossil, OR 97830. For more information, call 
(541) 385-9167. 



The Metolius River 
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Icy rivers rushing off high mountain slopes. Towering 
forests of hemlock and Douglas fir shrouded in coastal 
mist. Flowering dogwoods greeting the Spring amidst 
boughs of pine and madrone. The Cascade Mountains, 
Blue Mountains, Siskiyou Mountains, and Klamath 
Mountains. Mt. Shasta and the Trinity Mountains. The 
Okanogan. The Steens, Salmon, Saddle and Warner 
mountain ranges. The coastal ranges. Vancouver Island. 
The Olympics to the west and the Wallowas to the east. 

The land influenced 
by the majestic 
Cascade Mountain 
Range and the 
Columbia River. 
Southern British 
Columbia to North- 
ern California. 

Home to some of the 
last great wild 
forests. Birthplace 
and last resting 
place of the wild 
Pacific salmon. The 
range of the northern 
spotted owl. 


Cascadians putting their bodies on the line to protest illegal 
roadbuilding for the Peak timber sale in Southern Oregon. 

Oaseadia 

Torn apart by clearcuts, roads, mines, grazing. Our public 
heritage plundered for the private profit of the timber 
industry. The landscape a checkerboard of destruction. 

The forests scraped, the owls fleeing, the rivers dammed, 
the last wild places on the chopping block. 

This is our home. This is public land. This is our invita- 
tion. As the jaws of the corporate industrial empire 
clamp tighter around all that is vibrant, all that is wild , 
all that resists being tamed, we invite you to share in our 
part of the struggle. Come to Cascadia Summer 2003. 

Join us in this season of resistance! 


A Bit of History 


Over half of the land in Cascadia is federal public land. 
Managed by the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM).this land was long looked at as an end- 
less source of raw materials and resources for private 
profit. The growing environmental awareness of the 1960s 
and ‘70s forced the federal government to enact environ- 
mental laws that prioritized species and habitat protec- 
tion. However, the BLM and Forest Service systemati- 
cally flaunted these regulations — long had the govern- 
ment agencies been in the pocket of the timber industry. 
Concerted direct action and legal pressure in the ’80s and 
’90s forced the government to comply with its own laws 
and increase protection for species, most not ably the spot- 
ted owl. Logging of the remaining ancient forests all but 
halted, because it couldn't be squared with the law. In 1994, 
then- President Clinton swaggered into Cascadia promis- 
ing a solution that allowed ancient forest logging and 
roadbuilding while ‘protecting species habitat.” As weak 


as this plan was.it was too much for the industry. The 
timber barons brokered a back-room deal in Congress 
called the Salvage Rider, which opened vast areas of an- 
cient forest to logging and suspended all environmental 
laws. We’re still fighting the last of these timber sales, as 
well as hundreds of new threats to the forests. 

Now, King George II and his industry cronies are or- 
dering federal agencies to disregard environmental laws, 
while taking steps to limit the publics access to infor- 
mation and our ability to comment on timber sales on 
our public lands. Legal challenges to these actions will 
take years, especially in a hostile judicial atmosphere. 
Once again, all that will remain between the chainsaws 
and our last ancient forests will be us, our allies, and the 
growing roar of active resistance. We in Cascadia have a 
long tradition of fighting the system with everything 
we’ve got. but as the threats grow ever stronger, and the 
forests grow ever smaller, we need help more than ever. 
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What is Cascadia Summer 2003, you ask? 



As an endless war against all wildness and resistance 
is upon us, we cast the spark of a new campaign 
Cascadia Summer 2003 is an invitation to help 
defend the forests, and to create a revolution 
in the way we live our lives. Cascadia 
Summer is sharing skills, building 
alliances, and empowering action. In 
this vision, forest defense can be 
well-coordinated across the 
region and decentralized. 

Treesits, blockades and full-time 
direct action can be emergency 
tactics and part of an overall political 
strategy that mobilizes people to make 
the logging of ancient forests politically and 
economically unfeasible. Our communities can 
be secure havens for radicals, their actions, and 
their lifestyles, and they can be open, visible and 
accessible to anyone with a love for the forests. 


Cascadia Summer is a call to action, a coordinated 
effort from concerned friends of Cascadia focused 
on protecting Cascadia's ecosystems, while 
bringing society into balance through education 
and creative direct action. We will be 
engaging in a wide range of tactics, from 
civil disobedience, treesits, and public 
outreach in urban and rural areas, to 
lawsuits, political pressure, and 
public education. Throughout the 
Summer, trainings will be offered 
in direct action, civil disobedience, 
blockading, tree climbing, timber sale 
monitoring, and much more. 

If you've ever longed to do more than write 
your congressperson or appeal to a federal 
agency, if you've ever felt that you just wished you 
knew how to get involved, this is your chance. Join us 
in the forest! 



who we are, where we’re at, and what the hell we’re doing 


Cascadia Forest Alliance 

office: 

1540 SE Clinton St., Portland; 

503.241.4879 

mailing address: 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
cfa@spiritone. com 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org 
Cascadia Forest Roots (newsletter) : 
mailing@cascadiaforestalliance.org 
listserv@cascadiaforestalliance.org 

Cascadia Summer 2003 is organized 
by a group of experienced and 
dedicated environmentalists. Some of 
us focus our work with locally based 
grassroots organizations, and others 
prefer to work more independently; 
some are volunteers and some work 
for large, established environmental 
groups. All of us are committed to a 
hroad movement for fundamental 
social change. Isolated, fragmented 
single-issue campaigns will fail. 
Symptomatic action and limited 
reform are steps we often have to take, 
but they must be expressions of a 
deeper, broader movement against all 
oppression. Creating freedom and 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 

office: 

454 Willamette Street, #205, Eugene, 

541.684.8977 

mailing address: 

POB 11122 

Eugene, OR 97440 

forestdefenders@tao. ca 

www.forestdefenders.org 

Green Canopy (quarterly bulletin on 

website) 


Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
541.468.2028, 541.385.9167 
or 541.617.1009 

Mazama Forest Defense 

541.482.2640 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 
www. mazamaforestdefense. org 


justice in our communities allows the 
inspiration and power of indigenous 
uprising, multiracial defiance, 
womyn's wisdom, and spiritual 
consciousness to make our strength 
true and sustainable. And as part 
of the rising tide of the global justice 
movement against the militarized 
corporate Empire, we can see our 
enemies more clearly, collaborate 
with our all ies more globally, and 
focus our work more effectively. 
Cascadia Summer is a chance for 
us to deepen all our relations as 
persons, as communities, and as webs 
of resistance — embryos of the world 
we desire! 


WWW.CASCADIASUMMER.ORG • INFO@CASCADIASUMMER.ORG 
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Sampling of Current Campaigns: 


Solo / Mt. Hood 

Located in the Oak Grove Watershed on Mt. Hood near 
Portland, the Solo timber sale contains ancient forests, 
endangered voles and lichens, and a healthy community 
of slow-growing Pacific yew. While using direct actions 
like treesits and blockades, CFA is also looking for 
endangered species in the sale. Confirmed sightings 
receive several-acre logging buffers (at least until Bush 
completes his gutting of "Survey and Manage" regula- 
tions). Contact Cascadia Forest Alliance at 503.241.4879 
or cfa@spiritone.org. 

Clark /Fall Creek 

Starting in 1998, activists have successfully halted any 
further logging at this sale very near to Eugene. A treesit 
village was created and the campaign is still going strong 5 
years later. Activists also helped reduce the sale from 96 
to 29 acres by locating red tree vole nests which require 
a 10-acre protective buffer. Contact Cascadia Forest 
Defenders at 541.684.8977 or forestdefenders@tao.ca. 

Blodgett / Brice Creek 

Citizens of Cottage Grove, OR, trying to protect their 
watershed became fed up with a lack of response from 
government officials. In June 2002, with the help of the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders, a treesit was erected at the 
Blodgett timber sale. Blodgett was sold to Roseburg 
Forest Products and threatens the water quality and last 
ancient forests in the area. In a recent partial victory, the 
unit containing the treesit was dropped from the sale, 
but 90 acres remain. Contact Cascadia Forest Defenders 
at 541 .684.8977 or forestdefenders@tao.ca. 

Straw / East Devil / Fry or 

Logging began at this group of sales in October 2002. All 
these sales are near Warner Creek (site of a huge victory 
for the forest as a result of a 6-year campaign which 
included a year-long road blockade). All these sales 
were purchased by Roseburg Forest Products, which is 
hearing loud and clear that logging at these sales will 
not come easy. Two treesits and a road blockade were 
erected in March at Straw Devil. Contact Cascadia Forest 
Defenders at 541 .684.8977 or forestdefenders@tao.ca. 

Medicine Lake/ Mt.Shasta 

US government agencies, working with Calpine (an 
energy company related to Enron), are planning to 
develop the Telephone Flat Geothermal Plant on the 
sacred and ecologically significant Medicine Lake 
caldera in Northern California. Medicine Lake is the 
sacred place of origin for the Modoc, Pitt River, and 
Shasta tribes. The power plant would cover about 
100-200 acres and would include 13 miles of trans- 
mission lines through roadless areas. Contact 
Deep South Cascades at 503.957.5572 or 
bwsisq@yahoo.com. 


Boycott st Umpqua Bank! 

The owner of Roseburg Forest Products, Allyn Ford, 
is also the Chairman of the Board of Umpqua Bank, 
already the largest bank in Oregon and growing. A 
successful boycott against the bank, including 
regular protest rallies at banks statewide, is ongoing. 
Contact Cascadia Forest Defenders at 541.684.8977 or 
forestdefenders@tao.ca. 

Knob / Meteor / Salmon River 

The Salmon weaves through hundreds of thousands of 
acres of unprotected roadless areas, providing connec- 
tivity rarely seen in the lower 48 states. But two district- 
wide timber sales plan to take tens of millions of board 
feet of trees, covering both forks of the river. The Knob 
sale (7.2 mbf from 578 acres) is in native forest and is 
directly adjacent to the Salmon River Wild and Scenic 
corridor. The Meteor sale (1,3880 acres) was created as a 
scientific "study" to see the effects of large scale logging on 
habitat! In total, these projects would devastate 2,458 
acres of ancient forests. Contact Deep South Cascades at 
503.957.5572 or bwsisq@yahoo.com. 

Northwest Ecosystem Survey Team 

The Northwest Forest Plan was intended to preserve 
habitat for rare species in the remaining ancient forests. 
The Forest Service has been using every loophole to get 
around surveying for and protecting species such as 
the red tree vole. NEST does more thorough surveys 
and typically finds 75% more nests than the Forest 
Service. NEST will be having a series of survey camps 
throughout the Spring and Summer, so come learn to 
identify rare plants, lichens and red tree voles. Contact 
NEST at 541.434.1463 or cascwild@efn.org. 

Biscuit Fire Salvage/ 'NW Rendezvous 
The largest fire in the US last year was called "Biscuit" 
and covered 500,000 acres. It had photo-op written all 
over it, and Bush made the trip to southern Oregon to 
announce his new logging plan, the Healthy Forest 
Initiative. It expands the federal timber program using 
confusion about fire as the justification for increased 
logging. The reality on the ground is that most places 
inside the bum perimeter contain live trees. In many 
areas, the bum was an undeniablv healthy, light 
underbum of fallen debris and brush. Nonetheless, the 
Siskiyou National Forest has identified "salvage oppor- 
tunities." Not surprisingly, these "opportunities" are 
mostly areas with healthy giant trees on steep slopes. 
Cascadia Summer's battle to defend public land will 
meet the Bush administration and timber industry head- 
on in burned areas like the Biscuit fire. Join us Memorial 
Day weekend at the Northwest Regional Rendezvous in 
Southern Oregon. Contact Mazama Forest Defense at 
541.482.2640 or mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org. 
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May 

4 • Sunday 

Hike to Skokomish, Southern 
Olympics, meet ot bus stop at 
Cvergreen State College, Olym- 
pia, ULIR, at 8:30 a.m. 

Cascadia Defense Network 

deane@efn.org 

www.peacefromtrees.com 

7 - 14 • Wednesday - Wednesday 

Columbia Gorge Rction Camp 
CFR 503.241 .4879 
avtreehug@wildmail.com 

10-13 • Saturday - Tuesday 

Mother's Day Gathering 
Nevada Test Site 
ULIestern Shoshone Defense 
Project www.shundahai.org 

11* Sunday 

Hike to Scatter Creek near Seattle, 
Cascadia Defense Network, deane 
@efn.org, www.peacefromtrees.com 

14 • Wednesday 

Timber sale review in Cugene 
CFD 541 .684.8977 
forestdefenders@ too . ca 

15* Thursday 

Cascadia Forest Revue in Portland 
Mt. Hood timber sale teach-in 
CFR 503.241 .4879 
w w w . cascad iaforesta 1 1 i once . org 

22 - 26 • Thursday - Monday 

NUL) Regional Rendezvous, South- 
ern Cascadia. Join us for educa- 
tion, action and fun as we begin 
a busy Summer of ecodefense. 
There will be strategy sessions, 
workshops and skills sharing. 

(See "Biscuit Fire" article on 
previous page.) 

MFD 541 .482.2640 

rxjjregional@rrK^amaforestdefense.org 

www.mazamaforestdefense.org 

May 31 - June 1 • weekend 

fiction training camp in Washington 
Cascadia Defense Network, deane® 
efn.org, www.peacefromtrees.com 


June 

6 • Friday 

Mazama Forest Defenders Benefit 
1 st Friday Art UUalk in Ashland, OR 
MFD 541 .482.2640 
mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

7-12* Saturday - Thursday 

Salmon/Klamath River fiction 
Training Camp, details TBR 
503.957.5572 bwsisq@yahoo.com 

19* Thursday 

Cascadia Forest Revue in Portland 
CFfl 503.241.4879 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org 

20 • Friday (Summer Solstice) 

Benefit for Cascadia Summer 
CFD 541 .684.8977 
forestdefenders@tao.ca 

20 - 22 • Friday - Sunday 

Magickal Activism Camp, Portland 
UUrite for details. On Saturday, 
there will be a Summer Solstice 
celebration, sea-ef@scn.org 


23 - 25 • Monday - Wednesday 

Int’l Ministerial Conf. and 6cpo on 
fig. Science and Tech, in Sacra- 
mento, CA. GC trees in our forests? 
MFD 541 .482.2640 

June 27 - July 7 • week and a half 

Minnesota Carth First! Round River 
Rendezvous, Superior National 
Forest, rrrmn@ziplip.com 


July 

July - August (dates TBR) 

Protests of geothermal develop- 
ment and cultural insensitivity at 
Medicine lake on Mt. Shasta, Cfl 
503.957.5572 bwsisq@yahoo.com 

1 7 • Thursday 

Statewide Day of fiction against 
stUmpqua Bank 
CFD 541.684.8977 
forestdefenders@ tao . ca 

18-20* Friday - Sunday 

fiction training camp, Portland 
CFfl 503.241.4879 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org 

August 

2 • Saturday 

Trek for Trees, the 5th annual 
pledge bike ride for the ancient 
forests. Fundraiser for the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders. 

CFD 541 .684.8977 
forestdefenders@tao.ca 

15* Friday 

Rural Rally for the Forests 
CFD 541 .684.8977 
forestdefenders@tao.ca 

31 • Sunday 

ResistDance in Portland 

CFfl 503.241 .4879 

www.cascadiaforestalliance.org 

September 

21 • Sunday 

Autumnal Cquinox event/demo 
www . cascad i asummer. org 


Many more events to come as 
Cascadia Summer unfolds — 
keep yourself, your friends, and 
your neighborhood informed at: 
u/uiu/. ccisccidiasummer. org 
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Defending the Southern Appalachians 

Katuah Earth First! Style 


BY FREEBIRD 

As the Bush administration shamelessly dismantles decades 
of environmental legislation, factions of Katuah Earth First! 
(KEF!) from three states are working in solidarity with local 
activists to defend national forest lands. In Wise County, 
Virginia, a 5,000 strong grassroots group called the Clinch 
Coalition has linked arms with KEF! to oppose mountainside 
logging and natural gas wells and pipelines that threaten local 
watersheds and recreation-based economies. 

In December, the Clinch Coalition filed a lawsuit against the 
US Forest Service (USFS) to halt a series of timber sales within 
the Clinch Ranger District. The USFS's own flawed environ- 
mental assessment provided part of the basis for the lawsuit. As 
the suit was being filed, KEF!ers and local activists were already 
in the woods doing treesit training workshops. 

During the Winter, KEFlers 
scouted the proposed timber sales. 

While some trees in the units are of 
marketable size, KEF! observed that 
the vast majority are too small and 
"gnarly" to be worth much on the 
market. These sales may be an at- 
tempt by the USFS to clear a diverse 
forest of "undesirable" species in 
order to make way for planting trees 
of their own preference. 

The Clinch Coalition sent a friendly 
"heads up" to area loggers, giving 
them advance notice that the timber 
sales will be vigorously opposed. They 
also warned that the pending lawsuit 
will add unforeseen obstacles to any 
profits the loggers may be depending 
on. In this same spirit of goodwill and 
gracious manners, KEF! sent out "Holiday Greetings!" cards to 
all of the potential bidders, with photos of treesits, road 
blockades and the cheerful salutation, "See You In The Woods ! " 

The Road to Nowhere 

While dozens of activists were learning nonviolent "home- 
land defense” techniques in the Virginia mountains, two other 
groups were scouting the notorious North Shore Road project 
in North Carolina. This "Road to Nowhere" threatens to 
penetrate into an otherwise isolated section of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. 

The project seeks to complete a road to a cemetery now 
isolated within the national park by the waters of Fontana 
Lake. Formerly the Little Tennessee River, Fontana Lake 
was created by the Fontana Dam. The dam was built to 
generate electricity for Alcoa, a major WWII-era pro- 
ducer of defense materials. Communities and habitat 
along the Little Tennessee were drowned by the lake, as 
were innumerable sites of cultural importance to the 
Cherokee people. 


The rock strata through which the road would be blasted is 
heavily acidic. This would impact dozens of mountain streams 
and seeps that run through the area. Also, the topography is 
treacherous, with alternating ridges and ravines, making road 
building a financial boondoggle. 

In a classic case of pork barreling, Representative Charles 
"Chainsaw" Taylor and outgoing Senator Jesse Helms ear- 
marked $16 million to initiate the project. Anyone intimately 
familiar with the terrain would know that this sum is ridicu- 
lously out of touch with actual construction costs. However, 
their real purpose is to commit even more tax dollars into a 
money-guzzling road fiasco and to commercialize this region. 
Road proponents envision new "infrastructure" within the 
park in the form of a "cultural center" and other amenities. In 
reality, this would increase traffic and further diminish water 
and air quality. 

What's not given consideration is 
that the North Shore area has be- 
come a de facto wilderness due to its 
inaccessibility. While it does have 
many traces of human intervention 
across its landscape, the area has en- 
joyed nothing but footsteps for the 
past 60 years. This area should re- 
main impenetrable to automobile 
tourism. The good news is that when 
this proposed project is defeated, the 
$ 1 6 million will stay in the coffers of 
Swain County, one of the most im- 
poverished counties in the state. 

A week-long scouting foray across 
the North Shore region galvanized 
KEF!'s opposition to this horrendous 
project. KEF! is now taking things a 
step further and proposing the re- 
moval of Fontana Dam. The dam has fulfilled its purpose and 
is obsolete. Let the Little Tennessee run free! There's great 
potential for employment in restoring the land currently silted 
up under the lake. The land therein should be restored to its 
previous owners, including the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians from whom it was stolen. 

In March, the Swain County Board of Commissioners voted 
to accept a cash settlement from the federal government and 
end the Road To Nowhere controversy once and for all. 
Representative Taylor (the same guy who introduced the 
notorious 'salvage rider' legislation during the Clinton admin- 
istration) is now attempting to circumvent the democratic 
process by introducing legislation requiring the road to be built! 
You can contact Taylor at www.house.gov/charlestaylor and 
let him know you oppose the North Shore Road Project. 

For more information, contact Katuah EF! Mountain Fac- 
tion, (828) 225-0814; ddscooter5611@yahoo.com; Clinch 
Coalition, www.clinchcoalition.org. 

Freebird is a KEF.'er in the mountains of Western North Carolina 
who hosts the EF! Radio Show on Free Radio Asheville, 1 07.5 FM. 



Representative Charles "Chainsaw" Taylor wants to 
build a road through recovering North Carolina 
wildlands. Call him and give him a piece of your 


mind, (202) 225-6401. 
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Gray wolves roam the wilds of northern Minnesota 


by the Minnehaha Earth First! Organizing Committee 

Minnehaha Earth First! cordially invites folks to the beau- 
tiful hardwood and evergreen forests of northern Minnesota 
for the annual 2003 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous 
(RRR) — Midwest Style, Don’tcha knohw!! 

From June 27 to July 7, we're gathering for a wilderness 
encampment of hundreds of folks from around the world 
who are dedicated to taking action to protect the Earth. A 
diverse bunch is expected to attend this year's rendezvous, 
from activists wi th decades of experience to people new to the 
movement, including fami- 
lies, punks, rednecks, hippies 
and indigenous warriors. 

Days will be spent hiking and 
relaxing, networking, train- 
ing and meeting. Everyone is 
encouraged to share skills, 
teach and learn, work hard 
and have a good time. 

Examples of workshop top- 
ics this year include 
herbalism, identifying wild 
edible plants, Native Ameri- 
can resistance history, tech- 
nical climbing (rock, small 
tree, and urban), self defense, 
and discussions on strategy, 
tactics and movement building. If you are interested in 
hosting a workshop, let us know. 

Plan to stay for a rousing action on the final day of 
rendezvous. Bring an affinity group, EF! banners, sign-mak- 
ing materials, lockdown devices and spirit! 

The 2003 RRR will be held under the canopy of a spruce, 
pine, maple and oak ecosystem currently known as the 
Superior National Forest. Though ecologically out of balance 
from clearcutting, Superior is still a large, undeveloped wild 
area that provides a refuge for many species. 

Northeastern Minnesota is traditionally known for its big 
pines, spruces, birch, firs, abundant cedar and tamarack bogs — 
and lots of really big mosquitoes. The terrain is typically rocky 
with thin, acidic soil, and it has the most varied topography in 
all of Minnesota, including several small mountains. Unfortu- 


nately, the last hundred years of clearcutting have decreased 
the number of pines and replaced them with aspen and 
buckthorn. However, gooseberries, thimbleberries, wild cur- 
rants and many other edible berries still abound, as well as 
some medicinal plants including wintergreen, burdock and 
sweet gail. There are also edible and hallucinogenic mush- 
rooms, white tail deer, black bear, bald eagles, ravens, goshawk, 
wolves and the king of the North: the moose. 

There was a bounty on wolves in Minnesota until 1965. By 
the 1950s, wolves were gone from southern and western 
Minnesota. In the north, only less than 700 remained. Luckily 

though, the population of 
timber wolves has increased 
to approximately 3,000. 

Minnesota Resistance 
History 

The Bolt Weevils: During 
the late 1970s, power com- 
panies used eminent do- 
main laws to build high 
voltage, radiation-emitting 
electric towers on privately 
owned farmland. Farmers 
in Sterns County, Minne- 
' sota responded by taking 
direct action and toppling 
the power towers. 

Prairie Island Nuclear Power Plant: Excel Energy's nuclear 
power plant on a flood plain of the Mississippi River — 
immediately adjacent to the Prairie Island Mdewakanton 
Dakota community — has been a site of controversy since its 
creation in the early 1970s. Serious opposition developed in 
1990, when the plant announced plans to store high-level 
nuclear waste from reactors in 48 outdoor steel casks. Inter- 
vention by the Prairie Island Coalition led to the establish- 
ment of the 1994 Minnesota Nuclear Waste Law. The law 
limited the amount of nuclear waste that the plant could store 
on site to 17 casks. If no federally authorized program is 
accepting waste when the 1 7 casks are full in 2003, the plant 
may shut down earlier than expected. 

Little Alphie RIP: During the Winter of 1996, a sympathetic 
US Forest Service worker tipped off allies of Greenpeace and 
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The rugged shore of Lake Superior near the site of the 2003 EFI Rendezvous 
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Big Woods EF! to an illegal timber sale just a few miles from 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. In response, 
an emergency mid-Winter road blockade was organized and 
legal action was taken to stop the sale. Although that 
particular land sale was not stopped, more than 20 other 
timber sales were stopped due to the road blockade and 
accompanying litigation. 

Minnehaha: Beginning in 1998, the Minnehaha Freestate/ 
Spiritual Encampment was the longest running urban land 
occupation in US history. Groups including Earth First!, the 
American Indian Movement, the Mendota Mdewakanton 
Dakota indigenous 
community and local 
community organiza- 
tions resisted the re- 
routing of Highway 55 
through South Minne- 
apolis for almost two 
years. In December 
1998, more than 800 
police officers raided • 

the camp. Operation 
"Cold Snap" was the 
largest combined law 
enforcement action in 
Minnesota's history. In 
December 1999, a sec- 
ond and final raid |Pf 
ended the occupation 
when police and De- 
partment of Transpor- 
tation officials finally 
succeeded in cutting 
the four sacred oak 
trees and building their 

road. The four sacred 

oak trees, which were You could encounter this 

growing in the four 

cardinal directions were, at least 130 years old, and they were 
held sacred by the Mendota Mdewakanton community and 
other Native Americans. 

What You Should Bring for Midwestern Living 

A good attitude! We've got hospitality, but it's your job to 
help make the fun. Bring smiles, laughs, hugs and general 
merriment. Bring respect for the land and the community 
that gathers there. Be prepared to volunteer your time at some 
point during the rendezvous — including helping with secu- 
rity, cooking, maintaining the shatters and with childcare. 
We may be sweet, but we definitely aren't your parents. We 
can't stress enough the virtue of self-sufficiency. This means 
bringing personal gear, sleeping gear, eating gear, your own 
food and a way to cook. 

Bring an empty dog collar! You can wear it at the fire each 
and every night, "You dirty dog, you." But out of respect for 
the local inhabitants and each other, leave your canine at 
home. (That means you!) 

A More Specific List of What to Bring 

We're asking for a $25 to $50 donation, sliding scale, to 
help us cover costs (but no one turned away for lack of 
funds). The site is very close to Lake Superior which means 


the weather can be unpredictable. It can get really hot in 
the day and cold at night. So bring a tent and/or tarp, 
sleeping bag; and clothes — layers, layers, layers. Although 
there maybe a kitchen setup, please be prepared to be self- 
sufficient. Bring enough food for the entire time you'll be 
with us. If you can, bring water, cooking and eating 
utensils and a water filtration system. Pack some buggy 
protection for our unofficial state bird, the mosquito. If 
you use toilet paper, you need to bring some. Also bring 
musical instruments. And don't forget your affinity group 
for the post-rendezvous action. 

You won't be all that 
near any stores, so pick 
up what you need 
along the way. The best 
place to do food shop- 
ping is in Duluth or 
the Twin Cities (Min- 
neapolis/St. Paul). The 
camp site is about four 
hours from the Twin 
Cities and about two 
hours from Duluth. Af- 
■JHr ter Duluth, there are 

i JHlli&ft*. mainly small towns. 

Please remember that 
most of these towns 

■ .■ 

are home to small, lo- 
ll cally-owned busi- 
1. nesses and working 
| class folks. So please 
r. don't mess with them. 

o 

§ In an affirmation of 
our natural right to as- 
W%M 2 semble in the com- 
mons, we will not be 
fine looking fellow at the 2003 Earth First! seeking permission 
Rendezvous from June 27 to July 7. from the us g 0vern . 

ment for the gathering. Be forewarned that they might harass 
us for exercising our rights. One thing you can do to minimize 
harassment is to make sure your vehicle is legal. 

The RRR committee is concerned about its relationship 
with existing communities in northern Minnesota. Local 
folks have a reputation for intense recreation, and there are 
a lot of recreation options in northern Minnesota, includ- 
ing resorts, hiking, boating, fishing and canoeing in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area. This means that there will 
be a lot of other people along the north shore of Lake 
Superior the week of the rendezvous enjoying the forest 
and lakes. We hope that some of the people from these 
communities will attend and that any impression the RRR 
leaves with them and other residents will be good! The 
2003 Rendezvous is not only going to be a great gathering, 
but also the potential beginning of friendships and rela- 
tionships with residents of northern Minnesota. 

Directions to the Site 

To get driving directions to the site or for more informa- 
tion, contact Minnehaha EF!, (612) 240-5760; 
rrrmn@ziplip.com. The directions will also be posted on 
the Earth First! Journal website, www.earthfirstjournal.org. 

See you at the rendezvous. Earth First! 
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Armed/ wtih/Vtiiow 

...clear cut glate'Sr ju& ct& clanger cniy... 


Earthangels 


people stomp their feet, 
create a beat, 

break down this life to 


bee stings and butterfly wings 
shut down the electronic angel 
put your trust in green breath 

lay your head down, let your hair 

become dirty with twig and bead 
in a tiny green piece of a silver world 

it's perfect how life here shares space and support, 
bumblebee spreads the seeds and rain feeds the trees 
new york city is pop-snap-tag, 
lead weights in your backpack, 
bic pen drumming as you meditate 
complication, 
definition, 
cacophony. 

why do people take more than we need? 
why must we hurt somebody else for us to live? 
these maniacs in business suits paint 
more and more green to gray 

some children picket and climb up the trees 
yelling for dear life: 

"we don't need money to breathe" 

"we don't need money to love" 
but, they are outnumbered 
by those who only believe in one love 

money grabbed out of a newborn's hand 
money's green is worth more than nature's 
cutting down the amazon rainforest 
for cocaine and hamburgers 
another hour, 




another tribe has no home 

so many trees have fallen without sound 
what will it take to wake up and hear them 
till it's your home 
your special place 

being cut down for money 
till it's the park where you played freezetag as a child 
cut down to a parking lot 
the weeping willow where you first kissed 
the daisy field where you lay your head so many crazy summers 
till it's too late 


Raisa Kogan 


aZtrCghty reserved/ to fine/ author y 
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Glades Riding 


Gray Whale 


I rode the wind last night 
in supple ancient leathers 
cracked along crease lines 
like tracings in lizards' hides, 
rode out along Alligator Alley 
through the Glades alive with 
night things, thick with sounds, 
bull gators the base note, 
their roars and twirling bodies 
seeding explosions in marsh water, 
the skeeters high pitched whines 
just memories as I slammed past 
too fast for them to bite, 


Gray whale, 

Once there is no more left of you than an image 
Of the dark shape that moved on the waters 
In animal paradise, 

Once there is no memory, 

No legend to log your life and its passage 
Because there is no sea where your death will fit, 
I want to set these few words 
On your watery grave: 

'Gray whale, 

show us the way to another fate.' 


I floored the Harley and 
raced the moon across the sky, 
rode right down the yellow line, 
watched shimmering moonlight 
silver the swamp grass and 
stream past me at warp speed, 

1 rode till first light 
tethered the moon out of sight, 
and day notes infiltrated 
the soundscape barely able to 
be heard above the engine roar, 

I stopped by the side of the road, 
became drunk with the scents of 
wet grasses and the musk of otters, 
drunk again with the music of 
wrens and the croaks of herons, 
still more with the feel of damp 
warmth rising like fog from the 
marsh edges heavy with night dew, 

I see ahead the roofs of new houses 
edging into the Glades like toxic 
aliens welded to reclaimed land until 
the next big blow comes surging in, 
I've roared, marched, written letters as 
we turn the land into leaching fields, 


Homero Aridjis 


Last Night 

On this last night 
a pink moon shines 

in the old farm pond, 
by now all peepered out 

and bubbling with frogs. 

At the field's edge 

where cows once stood 
asparagus begins to fatten 

above the greening labyrinths 
where voles scurry and are still. 

A vixen and pup watch through trees. 
A bobolink adjusts herself on her nest. 

Surrounding them all, iron stakes 
stick into earth, their orange tails 




drain the sacred wildness from ourselves, 
drain the sacred wildness from the land, 
and treat it like no account sludge to be 
buried out of sight and forgotten, and 
I fear that when it is all paved over and our 
wildness is a footnote factoid from the past, 
that we'll all go mad with soul memories 
that surf our night dreams and make us lust 
for midnight rides on a Harley racing the moon 
down yellow lines on roads thick with sounds 
and musky smells and explosions in marsh water 


marking a land to be gnashed 
in subdivision's teeth tomorrow. 


One year later there's nothing left 
but the stone wall by the brook. 


Twenty houses on two-acre lots 
gleam naked from their foundations 

in this new place 
they call Fox Hollow. 


Eleanor Steele 


Se*%cLpoe*nfrt<>tKe/WarrLor Voety Society, POB 14501, 'Berkeley CA, 94712-5501 
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Eric Drooker C 



DEAR SHIT FOR BRAINS... 

Letters to the Editors 


continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

Being at the EF! Organiz- 
ers Conference this Winter 
got me thinking about im- 
provements we could make 
to strengthen our commu- 
nities and thus the effective- 
ness of resistance. 

The comment that spurred 
this train of thought was by a 
friend who said something 
like, "There's no retirement 
plan in the anarchist commu- 
nity. Once your usefulness as 
an activist runs out, you're 
abandoned or excluded, more 
or less. " How true this 
is when it comes to 
most prisoners, the 
elderly, and some par- 
ents and children. If 
we are going to pose 
any threat to the 
dominant order, we 
must take care of each 
other and provide a 
social net of security. 

The IRA set up pubs 
where the proceeds 
would go to families 
of those killed in ac- 
tion. I'm not support- 
ing the militarization 
of EF! or suggesting 
that we engage in sell- 
ing alcohol, but if we 
can guarantee that 
the loved ones of insurgents 
will be taken care of and that 
the insurgents themselves will 
be inundated with support and 
revolutionary solidarity once 
behind bars if caught, this will 
definitely be more encourag- 
ing for those willing to take 
the more extreme and essen- 
tial acts of attack. It is essential 
to keep those behind bars in- 
volved, not only because of 
the experience and ideas they 
can share but the bonds made 
and gratifying exchanges that 
can occur. 

"An army of lovers is un- 
stoppable." The more we 
strengthen our love for each 
other and the bioregions we're 


fighting for, the more fierce 
we will be, and hopefully we 
can transcend pacifist ideol- 
ogy and fears to move on to 
attack those that endanger and 
murder the life we cherish. 

I'd like to see the end of the 
stigma of childraising in our 
movement. Activist moms and 
dads are not primary culprits 
in the ecological crisis. So, let's 
welcome children to our 
camps. They too have much 
to offer like laughter and those 
unexpected but pointed ob- 
servations. In non-civilized 
functional social structures, 
young, healthy 
wimmin were often 
the childbearers, 
but the elderly, with 
their life experi- 
ence, wisdom and 
often more pa- 
tience, did a bulk of 
the childraising. 
This freed up the 
parents to still do as 
they please for most 
of their time. It also 
gave an important 
responsibility to the 
elderly, giving them 
purpose and worth. 
Now we have over- 
stressed parents 
who haven't even 
got their own lives 
worked out trying to raise chil- 
dren in a fucked-up society, 
and the elderly are sent to 
retirement homes, lonely and 
miserable. So I'd like to sug- 
gest that we work toward pre- 
nuclear family child raising 
and social organization. 

— Tumbleweed 

Dear Shitty Brains, 

Do or Die is my favorite pub- 
lication from the UK. It is a 
publication of EF!ers/Eco-An- 
archists. It has a couple com- 
ponents that are sorely lack- 
ing in the Journal. There is a 
big focus on self-critique and 
analysis (anarchist). Also, the 
humor is great. Critique is 


meant as a tool to point out 
holes or deficiencies in one's 
analysis. It is meant to sharpen 
one's analysis. It is an act of 
mutual aid. Analysis is the 
drawing up of what you are 
dealing with in a holistic way. 
Looking at the economic 
forces, cultural tendencies, eco- 
logical situation, etc. of the 
crisis we are immersed in. It is 
an attempt at understanding 
how things came to be the way 
they are and understanding the 
roles of the institutions that 
maintain and reproduce our 
impoverished existence de- 
stroying this planet. 

In the EF! Journal, I read 
about threats to the Earth and 
peoples and mostly civil dis- 
obedience actions taken to try 
to slow down all the brush- 
fires (symptoms) of the 
techno-industrial empire. 
Rarely, if ever, do I read about 
trying to understand the ef- 
fectiveness of such actions 
within the local and larger 
scheme of things. Rarely do I 
hear questions of what could 
have been done better or what 
else we could do. I'd like to see 
more self-criticism and analy- 
sis so we can develop accurate 
theory to base our actions on, 
resulting in more effectuality. 

— The Pondering Tortoise 
Editors' note: The Journal is a 
forum for the radical environmen- 
tal movement. Article submissions 
are welcome, especially those pro- 
viding critique and analysis of 
movement tactics and strategies. 
If you've got something to say, we 
encourage you to write an article 
and send it to the Journal. 

Dear Brains For Shit, 

There are problems that can't 
be reformed away. Problems 
inherent to political structures. 
So if we are really going to stop 
the megamachine, we are go- 
ing to have to move beyond 
begging politicians and CEOs 
to save patches of wilderness 
that they profit from destroy- 


ing. We're going to have to 
move beyond disempowered 
attempts at media representa- 
tion. We need to identify the 
core of this rotting system and 
strike hard. One article I highly 
recommend for discussion is 
called "Hit Where it Hurts" 
by Ted Kaczynski, published 
in Green Anarchy #8 
(www.greenanarchy.org). He 
makes some important criti- 
cisms of forest defense activist 
strategy and tactics and lays 
out an interesting strategy for 
dismantling the techno-indus- 
trial order. For all those en- 
gaged in sabotage or who are 
interested in reading some im- 
portant points for effective ac- 
tion, this article is essential, 
and I'd personally be super 
stoked if the Journal would re- 
print the article. 

— Wannabe Saboteur 

Dear SFB, 

I found out today that the 
Bush administration has 
passed new regulations that 
allow logging in parts of the 
Tongass National Forest. This 
makes me sick. Alaska needs 
an Earth First! more than ever 
to protect one of the most 
beautiful places in the world! 

I'm packing my bags and 
going this Summer. 

Anybody coming? 

— Matt Lohr 

Dear SFB, 

I must say that I am super 
excited about Cascadia Summer, 
www.cascadiasummer.org. 
This Summer is gonna fuckin' 
rock. I'm so glad that the 
treesitters and radical ecolo- 
gists of the Pacific Northwest, 
from Northern California to 
British Columbia, are organiz- 
ing a national call-to-action 
against the capitalist death 
machine. In these days, it is 
easy to lose hope in the face of 
such a large amount of corpo- 
rate and governmental attacks 
on freedom and the Earth. It is 
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good to see that some folks are 
refusing to meekly accept such 
a state of affairs. Bush, you 
fucking puppet, I'll see your 
dreams of Empire destroyed. 
The World is against you. Up 
Against the Wall, Assholes! 

— Fonsi Knorr 

Dear Sirs, 

I am a Vietnam veteran that 
recently bought a piece of 
property in eastern Tennes- 
see — Tazewell, to be precise. 
Three weeks ago, the state 
Department of Transporta- 
tion decided to inform me 
they want some of my land. 
At that time I did not know 
that I had an oak tree that 
comes out of the ground and 
then at about six inches high, 
it decides to nearly hug the 
ground for about eight feet, 
with no support, then goes 
up diagonally for eight to 10 
feet, then grew sideways 
again for 15 to 20 feet, then 
goes straight up for 50 to 75 
feet. This tree has been 
worked on by the ages and is 
an architectural marvel made 
by the Master. This tree is on 
the edge of my property and 
will be the first one to be cut 
down if the DOT is success- 
ful in condemning my land 
for their use. I need help! 
Who, what, where and how 
can I go about trying to stop 
them? 

Thanks, 

— Mike Malone 

JETHROTAZ@HOTMAIL.COM 


Dear SFB, 

It disrespects the arguments 
over appropriate technology 
and the (mis)application of 
science to cite bad pop-an- 
thropology (interview with J. 
Zerzan in the March-April 
2003 issue of the Journal). I 
only hope my homeboy will 
use the last of Cascadia's wan- 
ing monsoon season to avail 
himself of better reading ma- 
terial than that provided by 
Daniel Quinn and other pre- 
historic revisionists. 

While environmental 
changes, bad diets, meeting 
new bugs and simply surviv- 
ing infancy in greater 
numbers (not to mention liv- 
ing long enough to be afflicted 
by age-related diseases) have 
definitely resulted in new and 
unique ways to shuffle off, 
people were crippled and killed 
by bacterial infection, 
osteoarthritis, 
osteoporosis and tooth 
decay thousands of years 
before they started farming 
Babylon. I've held a num- 
ber of skulls of sorry indi- 
viduals that should have 
brushed better, or at least 
should have not been a wimp 
about having the offending up- 
per molar smashed loose. The 
problem tooth would lead to a 
bone infection that destroyed 
the maxillary sinus and ate 
into the brainpan. The 
victim's prolonged (perhaps 
noisy) agony probably led to 


at least a few late-night 
euthanizations, but the folks 
I looked at seemed to have 
run the whole river and ex- 
pired "naturally"... from 
tooth decay. 

— ONE-EYED JACK(MORMON) 

P.S. I know John is too cool 
to read Quinn. That was mean 
and I'm sorry. 

Dear Earth First, 

James John Bell's other- 
wise excellent article 
"Homeland Security" in the 
Brigid 2003 issue contained 
several serious errors regar- 
ding the philosopher 
Hypatia. She was killed by a 
Christian mob in 415 AD, 
several centuries before 
Muhammad was born, and 
227 years before Egypt fell 
to "Muslim Conquerors" in 
642. The famous library at 
Alexandria was also de- 
stroyed by Christians, not 
Muslims, in the same spasm 
of religious zeal that killed 
Hypatia. In fact, Muslim 
civilization showed a pro- 
found respect for science 
and literature, which the 
Christian west was not to 
inherit for many years. 

Hypatia was one of the 
most inspirational and hard- 
core womyn in antiquity, 
and your readers deserve 
correct information about 
her (if not in the letters sec- 
tion, then in Errata). Other- 
wise thanks for a great issue. 

— David Drexler 


Dear SFB, 

What in the the hell is 
wrong with you people? This 
isn't a game. The world is 
going to shit in a hand bas- 
ket. Bush and corporate 
bosses are stripping us of ev- 
ery right we hold dear. And 
the most "radical" activists 
just want to dress up in cool 
black clothes and go fight 
the pigs. You don't stand toe 
to toe with a huge bully, you 
go for him at his weakest. 
When and where you choose. 
The pigs are way more vul- 
nerable in the dead of the 
night. Organize and strike at 
the power structure when no 
one is expectin' it. Daylight 
is right for marches and hold- 
ing hands. (Hell, I even like 
to hold hands and sing.) But 
I also like to strike where it 
hurts and get away. Be radi- 
cal, but be radical at night, in 
small groups of friends with 
whom you'd trust the rest of 
your life (cuz that's what you 
are doing). Oh, and after- 
wards, stay mum. Don't brag 
to your boyfriend (oh wait, I 
mean committed life part- 
ner). Do some research on 
security culture and be care- 
ful. And don't fuck up. It is 
like guns and trains, one mis- 
take can cost you the rest of 
your life. But do it. Do it. See 
you in the trenches. Run Ar- 
row. Run. 

— Gustav Landauer 

P.S. EF! maybe kinda lame, 
but it is pretty cool, too. 
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artwork by Miguel Flores 



Earth Erst! Organizer’s Conference 2005 


by Bee 


Tonight, I sit at my computer to 
reflect on a weekend spent at the 2003 
Earth First! Organizers Conference. The 
gathering, which took place from Feb- 
ruary 14-17 in the Los Padres National 
Forest in California, was capped off by 
a direct action in downtown San Jose, 
California. After any action, I find it 
hard to readjust to everyday life. The 
intensity of working with working like- 
minded people toward one goal con- 
trasts strikingly with the alienating 
normalcy of work, family, social obli- 
gations and financial debts. Writing 
helps me to process the experience, to 
get on with daily duties without losing 
sight of what I've been through. Post- 
action writings are also pieces I hope 
to share with my activist circles and 
other communities for discussion 
and education. 

This was my first Earth First! Rendez- 
vous, marking what I hope is a new 
element of my activism. For the past 
two years, my energy as an activist has 
been centered on providing first aid 
at larger urban demonstrations > 
against corporate globalization, /p 
social injustice and militarism. 

This weekend, instead of head- JwA 
ing to San Francisco, Califor- M JjH 

nia (or better yet, New York 
City) for protests against ' 
the US-led war in Iraq, I nC 
chose to go to the woods. wjHn r? 

I went not only to coor- 
dinate a first aid clinic 
and trainings, but to 
get to know local and § 
nationwide radical w 
ecology activists, fm IMF} 


What I encountered was not a panacea 
for the Earth's problems, but I was 
thrilled by the commitment, energy 
and depth of analysis among the Earth 
Firsflers I met. This was not a group of 
narrow-minded eco-fanatics thinking 
only of protecting trees and wildlife 
and ignoring their own class and race 
privileges. Rather, it was a collection of 
individuals launching an Earth-cen- 
tered struggle against all forms of op- 
pression. This is a fight I can join not 
only as a medic and urban activist, but 
as an organic farmer, an anti-rac- 
ist ally, a 


JfOgr/ The” IM 

/ struggle against i 

mm trt" oppression came ^ 

home this weekend in the 
’/ form of addressing sexism 

(P^ within the Earth First! com- 

W munity. A group of brave, 
young women and transgender 
folks facilitated a workshop on is- 
sues of gender oppression within Earth 
First!, thus initiating a conversation 
that continued all weekend. Besides 
facilitating the workshop, these folks 
put up a "call-out" board. People used 
the board to name oppressive indi- 
viduals and their actions, in order to 
educate other community members 
about potential threats, as well as to 
create a culture of accountability. 

In response to the workshop, most 
of the male-identified folks gathered 


in a men's caucus. Their report-back to 
the whole group turned into a deep 
group discussion that included both 
critiques and "thank yous." While the 
problem of sexism was not solved in 
those few days, a dialogue that usually 
is silenced was able to occur in all of its 
pain and messiness. 

I am a newcomer to Earth First!, but 
I am not new to activist communities 
where issues of sexism — and power in 
general — have divided us and de- 
creased our efficacy. I found it uplift- 
ing to witness Earth 
Firsflers committing 
themse l ves to work 
on sexism here and 
now, while recogniz- 
er ing that it will take longer 
/ than a weekend and more than 
a talk to effect long-term 
change. What I learned from 
the women, formerly active 
1 with the Santa Cruz group, cer- 
tainly made me cautious about 
s f\ getting more involved. How- 

S ever, the work that happened 
over the weekend aided my 
' A willingness to stick it out. 

\\ The connection between 
racism and ecological destruc- 
tion was hinted at during the confer- 
ence, but it did not become the center 
of attention the way that sexism did. 
An African American environmental 
justice activist from Communities for 
a Better Environment came all the way 
from Oakland, California to talk about 
how poor, urban communities of color 
are disproportionately impacted by 
pollution and other ecological prob- 
lems. Folks listened attentively and 
asked good questions. However, the 
dialogue was interrupted by a propo- 
nent of "population control" who 
said that the issues raised by the 
speaker weren’t really environmen- 
tal. Rather, he claimed the issues 
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were social problems and that 
they shouldn't be the concern 
of Earth Firstiers. Before anyone 
could intervene, the sky did, and 
a huge gust blew down the tarps 
above our heads. Unfortunately, 
the discussion that could have 
been generated around issues of 
racism and ecological activism 
was lost in the wind. 

Racism must be addressed by 
Earth Firstiers. I think it was not 
a focus this weekend because the 
issue of sexism is much closer to 
the experiences of EFI's predomi- 
nately white members. However, 
white activists cannot continue 
to think about racism as an issue 
for people of color alone. We 
cannot draw tidy boxes around 
race, class and gender and as- 
sume they never intersect. We 
cannot passively ponder, "Where 
are all the people of color in our 
movement?" Too often, this 
question comes from a feeling of 
guilt that white folks think can 
be remedied by recruiting more 
colorful faces to our events — 
without questioning our own 
white privilege or changing our 
organizing methods. 

There are people of color within 
Earth First!. What are we doing 
to address racism amongst each 
other? There are people of color 
struggling against ecological de- 
struction in their communities. 
What are we doing in solidarity? 
Solidarity means offering our sup- 
port in a sustained, non- 
tokenistic manner. It involves 


sacred by the Modoc, Pitt River, 
Klamath, Shasta, Karuk, Wintu, 
and other native peoples for thou- 
sands of years. The action drew 
attention to the cultural and eco- 
logical destruction that Calpine 
will perpetrate if it carries through 
with the project. 

On the afternoon of February 
17, two dozen Earth First! activ- 
ists entered Calpine's corporate 
headquarters in downtown San 
Jose. For 10 minutes, we con- 
fronted Calpine representatives, 
passing out flyers and explaining 
why we opposed the geothermal 
plant at Medicine Lake. Some 
Calpine representatives tried to 
physically block us as we paraded 
around their offices, but we were 
nonviolent and no property was 
destroyed. We left on our own 
accord, chanting "We'll be back! 
This fight is just beginning!" 

Police arrived and pursued small 
groups, as we dispersed outside. A 
number of us were detained on 
the street, asked for identification 
and questioned by the police, but 
all were released. We had commit- 
ted no illegal acts, but we did 
attract more than half-a-dozen 
squad cars, a sheriff's van and 
numerous plainclothes officers. 

Overall, the weekend left me 
with a renewed sense of urgency. 
I am filled with rage and despair at 
the havoc being wrecked through- 
out the world, but the resisters I 
met this weekend gave me hope. 
We are at a unique historical mo- 
ment in the US and across the 


putting ourselves on the 
line for others and not 
co-opting their leader- 
ship or taking too much 
credit. Solidarity means 
reaching out— not to take but 
to give. i 

Solidarity with native m 
people in Northern Califor- /*£ 
nia was one motivation be- 
hind the direct action following 
the conference on February 17. 
The action targeted Calpine Cor- 
poration, which is planning to 
build an enormous geothermal 
power plant at Medicine Lake, 
near Mount Shasta in the Modoc 
National Forest (see EF!J March- 
April 2003). The area is rich in 
biodiversity. It has also been held 


planet. I believe that we 
can make a change, or 
we will die trying. 


Bee is an fgjyk 
activist and 
organic farmer 

Watsonville, 

California. She has 
been running as a street 
medic since January 2001 
and is a wilderness 
first responder. 


Earth Pirst! 
Organizer’s Conference 
Eebruary 2005, 
Arroyo Seco, California 

'Fhe river is flowing through the Arroyo Seco 
wearing away at the plastic bags 
strewn in sycamore roots at the edge 
Frogs clamor loudly in large conventions 
all night 

debating what to do about humans 
myriad birds pass the word 
through the oaks and brush 
most intensely at dawn 
after the Great horned 
and Flammulated owls 
have questioned assumptions 
by the light of the moon 
shooting stars and purple brodia flowers 
contest invading South African oxalis 
Buckeye drop their fruit bombs to rot 
starburst puffballs explode 
leaving enigmatic hard star shells behind 
poison oak covertly infiltrates among us 
as we humans laugh and talk 
planning incursions into the corporate 
headquarters 
threatening native lands 
venting rants and emanating poetry 
to dispell our anxiety 
over a distorted world 
where the sun burns too intensely 
across our morning circle 
finding solace in each other's arms 
as old and young alike 
prepare to confront the WTO in Cancun 
with smart memes and our bodies 
confront ourselves in sexism and racism 
the greening of an early spring 
seeps into our spirits 
scent of our tribe lingering 
on our fingers 

the staying power of love and commitment 
pulsing in our blood 
igniting our hearts 
the conviction of passion 
mixed with dedication 
until next time 
we stay together 

— Karen Coulter 

Written 2/1 9/03 in a truck stop 
restaurant on the way home. 
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Adopt an Anti-Oppression Policy 


by Anyone 

As activists in a progressive social movement, we often 
feel that we are enlightened people who have found 
some way to thoroughly subvert our own social condi- 
tioning. We believe we are reasonable people dealing 
with an unreasonable situation. Because we know this, 
we tend to put ourselves in a position of superiority 
above other people, feeling self-righteously that folks 
who drive SUVs, have corporate jobs or watch football 
are all brainwashed and ignorant. 

This is a very dangerous situation, 
because it means that many of us are 
incapable of effective self-examina- 
tion. Far from being enlightened, 
we are as prone as anyone else to 
sexism, racism, classism or ageism. 

There is, however, one significant 
difference. As a group, we try to be 
aware of oppression and, as activ- 
ists, we do something about it. It's 
our nature. We identify problems 
and try to solve them. 

Because of this, the Cascadia For- 
est Alliance (CFA) has adopted an 
anti-oppression policy. Having such 
a policy in writing is an effective 
first step in preventing oppressive 
behavior. It tells people that there 
are consequences for certain op- 
pressive actions, and it shows folks 
wanting to be part of the group 
what CFA is all about. The policy 
also puts a framework in place, 
which gives the entire community 
and individuals who have survived oppression a struc- 
tured means of dealing with offenders, rather than the 
usual pain and confusion that comes out of controversy 
and drama. 

In addition to the policy, we have set up anti-oppres- 
sion meetings, which serve as spaces where people can 
safely bring up group related oppression issues. It is also 
a good idea to have oppression workshops and men's and 
women’s discussion groups, which focus on oppression as 
a valid issue that warrants attention and concern. 

Working against oppression within the movement is 
crucial because it means that we are critical of ourselves 
and dynamic enough to fix internal problems. A social 
movement that fails to do this is hypocritical and eventu- 
ally doomed to fail. 

The following is the policy text, as posted in a com- 
mon area: 

CFA Anti-Oppression Policy 

This is an evolving policy that changes with time. The 
present version has been ratified by consensus. Feel free to 
suggest changes. 


In order to create a safe and productive environment for 
activism and community, CFA has a zero tolerance policy 
toward oppressive behavior. This policy is not a means to 
punish people for their behavior. Rather, it is a means by 
which an individual can work with the group in order to 
overcome the socialization that is the root cause of oppres- 
sive behavior in the first place. 

Oppressive behavior is herein defined as behavior 
that demeans, marginalizes, threatens or rejects people 
because of some personal characteristic that harms no 
one and can't be readily or justifi- 
ably changed: their age, gender, 
mental health, race, culture, sexual 
orientation, general appearance, in- 
come, status as homeowner, renter 
or squatter, experience in activism, 
being a parent or a child, etc. 

Anyone exhibiting oppressive be- 
havior can be subject to an inter- 
vention by a group of concerned 
and/or affected people. No steps 
will be taken until there has been at 
least one intervention, and it has 
been determined that the person 
who committed the act understands 
the consequences of what they did. 
Also, if someone feels that they 
have been unjustly singled out as 
an oppressor, they can call inter- 
ventions of their own. 

In addition to this, it might be 
necessary to ask the offender to tem- 
porarily leave the group until the 
issue is sorted out and an interven- 
tion can be arranged. 

While the possible consequences vary, the following is a 
potential continuum: 

•Initial warning: If the offense is minor, an informal 
conversation may suffice to correct behavior. 

•Intervention: Should oppressive behavior persist, an in- 
tervention meeting could be formed to confront the offender 
to let them know that their behavior is not acceptable and 
that there are consequences for oppressive behavior. 

•Probationary status: The offender is told that if some- 
thing happens again (a physical or sexual assault, for 
example), they'll be kicked out of the campaign and 
possibly outed to the movement. 

•Ejection: After appropriate meetings, the offending 
party is told to leave the group and, if deemed necessary, 
identified to other campaigns. 

For more information, or to give feedback, contact 
Cascadia Forest Alliance, POB 4946, Portland, Oregon 
97202,(503)241-4879; info@cascadiaforestalliance.org; 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 

CFA has been working to defend the forests of Oregon for more 
than six years. People at CFA are working to eliminate and deal with 
oppression within the group and the activist community at large. 
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A healing, strengthening, glad- 
you're-alive wolf to Brian Avery, a 
US activist who was shot in the 
face by an Israeli tank in April. 
Avery was working in occupied 
Palestine with the International 
Solidarity Movement. At the time 
he was shot, he was wearing a 
fluorescent red vest with a re- 


flective white cross on it, and his hands were raised. 
Although Avery suffers from serious shrapnel wounds to 
his face, including bone fractures and lacerations of his 
tongue and cheek, he is in stable condition. Avery 
celebrated his 25th birthday recovering in the hospital. 

A mournful wolf howl of sorrow, love and outrage to 
Rachel Corrie, the 23-year-old working with the Interna- 
tional Solidarity Movement who was killed when a bull- 
dozer in occupied Palestine crushed her skull and then ran 
her over. She was trying to prevent a Palestinian home from 
being demolished. Corrie acted bravely in the face of danger 
and sacrificed her comfort, privilege — and ultimately, her 
life — to resist injustice. The memory of her courage and the 
tragedy of her murder will inspire acts of beauty, solidarity 
and resistance all over the world for years to come. 

A pack of strong, defiant and determined wolves to all 
of the rest of the people who are volunteering to act as 
human shields against US violence and imperialism around 
the world. 

A de-colonizing, re- 
wilding wolf to the 
People Against Imperial- 
ism who took steps to liber- 
ate a sacred hill in Tucson, 

Arizona, from a Roman alpha- 
betical character. 

The hill was originally known as 
Chuk-son in the native O'Otham 
language, which means "black bot- 
tom base, " referring to the volcanic rock 
that comprises it. Tucson itself owes its 
name to this hill, being a Spanish coemp- 
tion of the O'Otham word. Tucson's river, 
the Santa Cruz, historically flowed along 
the base of Chuk-son, harboring riparian 
forest and wetlands. 

In the early 1900s, students from the Univer- 
sity of Arizona desecrated the hill in a bout of 
school pride by forming a huge, 106-foot "A' 
from the surrounding rocks. The university has a 
history of degrading sacred sites, including Dzil Nchaa Si 
An (Mount Graham) in southeast Arizona, where it built 
telescopes in the 1980s. 

On March 23, Tucsonans awoke to the sight of the "A” 
painted black — a negative of the usually whitewashed 


letter. A communique from the People Against Imperial- 
ism said they painted the "A" black as a "symbol of 
mourning for the victims of US political, economic and 
military aggi ession, as well as an act of resistance against 
the growing repression of our civil liberties." The highly 
visible action sparked city-wide controversy and debate 
over political expression and the war in Iraq. 

A pack of clever, resourceful and salvage-sawy 
wolves to the Eugene Earth Firstlers who painstakingly 
excavated two trees threatened by a 
construction project. The activists 
transported the trees — including a 
7,000 pound cypress — to a safe lo- 
cation. The tree-moving escapade 
became a catalyst for local ecologi- 
cal action when hundreds lent 
encouragement to the dedi- 
cated crew. 

Almost all politicians are au- 
tomatic poodles, but an espe- 
cially snarly, conservative 
and fascist poodle goes out 
to Oregon State Senator John 
Minnis. Minnis, who labels 
various acts of civil disobedi- 
ence as "terrorism," has authored 
Senate Bill 742. This proposal would 
make participating in an act intending to "disrupt" the 
"commerce or the transportation systems of the State of 
Oregon" punishable with life imprisonment. 

A wolf who repeatedly gets snarled in traps — but man- 
ages to escape from captivity each time — to Keith 
McHenry, a co-founder of Food Not Bombs. McHenry has 
been arrested and/or cited four times in the last six weeks 
while protesting, giving out literature 
or serving free food in Tucson, Ari- 
zona. In one incident, a Marine 
who was shouting at peace pro- 
testers for being "fucking 
Communists" fell into a 
water fountain, and po- 
lice arrested McHenry 
for assault. 

Two days later, 
while tabling at a 
street fair, McHenry 
was harassed and pho- 
tographed by a mem- 
ber of the Merchants' 
Association. After 
McHenry quietly told the 
man that he should be 
ashamed of himself for his 
harassing behavior, McHenry 
was arrested for insulting the 
head of the Merchants' Associa- 
tion. McHenry has the dubious dis- 
tinction of being the first white man to 
face the "Three Strikes" law in California for his activist- 
related activities. In total, he has been arrested more 
than 130 times. 



Wolves and Poodles 
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Allies, Who-ArenJt 


by RAMBL 

The radical environmental movement in the US is losing 
the next generation of families by labeling family issues as 
irrelevant and also failing to see how parenting is a part of the 
revolution and kids are the next revolutionaries. We’re frus- 
trated when the movement for social justice steals our ability 
as mothers to continue to work as organizers and artists, 
while whining that not enough parents care about social 
reforms. We're tired of activists wondering where all the 
parents are when we're sitting at home with no money, no 
transportation and no childcare. That is why we have formed 
the Revolutionary Anarchist Mom and Baby League (RAMBL) 
to address these issues. 

While many of us are struggling for daily survival — looking 
for living wage jobs, affordable housing, quality childcare and 
healthcare for our families — the indignity from people who 
shouldbe our allies has been particularly difficult. We expect to 
struggle against the world; we don't expect to struggle in our 
own community. This article is just a baby step in creating a 
community that is actively pro-family, pro-kid and pro-woman. 
In turn, we believe that we are crawling toward creating a more 
humane and just world. 

While the issues raised below impact all moms, those moms 
who are women of color, queer, young, disabled and/or poor 
1 face disproportionately more oppression. Our collective voice 
in this article reflects experiences of individual RAMBL moth- 
ers. Our intent is not to provide your affinity group with a 
connect-the-dots solution. Rather, our intent is to open your 
eyes to our experiences. It is your responsibility to analyze and 
change privileged assumptions and exclusionary behavior. 

Parenting in Our Scene 

When we became mothers, our lifestyle options were re- 
duced. At times, members of our activist community criticized 
us for utilizing the very few resources available (like welfare), 
while doing nothing to broaden options for activist mothers or 
create alternatives that are transformative and empowering for 
both parents and society as a whole. 
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It bothers us that people have offered support but have never 
bothered to follow up. We don't want to have to beg people for 
help, but we do want offers of support to be real. We're tired of 
seeing other parents as the only people interested in baby- 
sitting or childcare. 

We also have a major problem with someone who doesn't 
have kids judging our parenting or methods of discipline, 
especially while failing to recognize the narrow bandwidth of 
"acceptable" parenting. A mom is called too lenient if she 
doesn't publicly castigate her child for "misbehaving" (i.e. talks 
at a meeting) . However, this same mom is called too strict when 
she "makes" the child say please and thank you. 

Sure it's great to use cloth diapers, but as a stressed out single 
mama, it isn't always possible. Holier-than-thou purist advice 
about things like diapers is something we can't stand. Instead 
of commenting on how gross you think it is that a mom uses 
disposable diapers, why don't you help her get a washing 
machine so that she can wash reusable diapers? Instead of 
judging, try taking the burden off of her shoulders. 

Responsibilities and Relationships 

Being proactive and investing in women before a child is 
bom seems like a good idea. Why isn't equal financial support 
from a baby's daddy an issue of social justice? Why is a father 
praised for doing anything with his child, but when a mom 
spends the same amount of time with her kid, she's criticized 
for not doing enough? 

Our scene fails to hold deadbeat dads in the movement 
accountable. The unpaid organizing work done by a baby's 
daddy is viewed by our scene as being more important than 
caring for his own kid. People have said that because a baby's 
daddy is an activist, he shouldn't be made to pay child support. 
Because many don't think of the work that a mother does as 
important — the invisible work of caring for another person 
and the wage work she does to survive — no one thinks how the 
father not paying child support oppresses the mother and her 
child. Many of us would love to be able to have the privilege of 
continuing unpaid work as an organizer, too. But most don't 
have the time or the money to pay for babysitting. 
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We're tired of our community not recognizing emotional 
drug or alcohol abuse as valid reasons for ending a relation- 
ship. We continually fight against the idea that if we're 
anarchists then we should stay in a bad relationship in order 
to make ends meet. If we're really anarchists, we should not 
stay in a bad relationship in order to make ends meet. 

Birth Control and Reproductive Freedom 

We wish that there was more information about effective 
birth control and that the responsibility to pay for and use birth 
control fell equally on men and women. We feel that the 
community as a whole needs to respect individual choices 
about birth control, from Depro Provera and birth control pills 
to natural family planning methods. 

Especially, since there is so much pressure for women to use 
the natural family planning method because it's "natural" 
and it doesn't support pharmaceutical companies. At the 
same time, everyone we know who got pregnant was using 
this method. This method fails as reliable birth control. It is 
specifically contraindicated for women who are very young 
and have unpredictable and stressful lives — like most woman 
in the scene — because these factors affect the regularity of our 
menstrual cycles. I wish that the risks of the natural planning 
method were talked about more openly because this misin- 
formation disproportionately impacts us grrrls. 

Men need to take an active role in lobbying for male birth 
control. Where's the goddamn male birth control pill? It's not 


okay that men are pro-choice, as long as it's pio-their choice. 
We want the community to support women who chose to be 
parents and women who chose abortion. 

RAMBL is working to engage our communities in a deep 
conversation about what it means to build a sustainable 
and accessible movement. RAMBL strives to be an ac- 
tively pro-mama, pro-women, pro-kid organization in a 
world that is decidedly not. A revolutionary movement 
in a society that pushes down moms and kids should 
actively build a safe place for mamas. RAMBL women 
include: young, poor, queer, in recovery, on welfare, sex 
workers, going to school, working outside of the home, 
working at home, dropouts, pro-choice, trying to con- 
ceive and those who are "in your face." 

We offer workshops and facilitated discussions on 
creating family-friendly spaces and organizations. We 
are a political organization fighting for freedom, au- 
tonomy and respect for all mothers. Recognizing that 
our daily survival is critical to our ability to fight for 
social justice, we are also organizing toy shares, home- 
work and tutoring nights, childcare collectives, family 
friendly affordable homes and slumber parties. In the 
future we will be focusing on increasing support for 
incarcerated mamas. 

We'd love to hear from you! For more information, 
contact RAMBL, 2441 Lyndale Ave, Minneapolis, MN 
55405; ramble@yahoogroups.com. 


Power to- the/ picture/ 


by Anti Capitalist Action 

In Portland, Oregon Anti-Capitalist 
Action Community Childcare has 
been providing free childcare to the 
greater activist and local community 
during anti-war demonstrations and 
direct actions for the past four months. 

Community Childcare is revolu- 
tionary in thought and action. We are 
working to create and illustrate com- 
munity sustainability and to provide 
a positive and nurturing environment 
for future revolutionaries. Inside Com- 
munity Childcare, we build dialogue 
with children over the many forms of 
oppression that will continue to af- 
fect their lives. We provide a resource 
to parents in our community who are 
directly affected by the treachery that 
is capitalism. We teach revolutionary 
ideas and actions to children. And we 
learn revolutionary ideas and actions 
from children. 

Community Childcare does not ad- 
vocate that children be taken out of 
the struggle. We believe that children 
are at the heart of the struggle against 
capitalism, racism, patriarchy, ho- 


mophobia and all oppression. However, 
we have also seen and experienced the 
violence and brutality of the police. In 
addition, demonstrations are often ex- 
hausting or boring. By offering a safe 
environment, Community Childcare al- 
lowsboth parents and children to struggle 
for a better world. 



At past events, we have provided 
food, activities, art, fun and oppor- 
tunities for children's voices to be 
heard in a creative and collective 
environment. A local alternative day 
school in Portland has volunteered 
their space to Community Childcare 
on weekends and for evening events. 
Generally, we ask parents to register 
their children the week prior to an 
event, so as to ensure we will have 
enough caretakers on hand. And of 
course, references for all caretakers 
are available upon request. 

Our long term goal is to find a 
permanent space in Portland to pro- 
vide free childcare to working class 
parents. Simply put, Portland Anti- 
Capitalist Action recognizes the need 
for childcare in peoples' lives. Love, 
revolution, power to the future ! 

We're hoping to see other 
childcare groups spring up 
around the world, we’d love to 
hear from them. For more infor- 
mation, contact ACA Commu- 
nity Childcare, (503) 335-3193; 
set@dontmesswithtexas.com 
(subject childcare). 
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BY Pippi THE Rat 

Falling snow and darkness pushed us into the dreaded 
tarpy where smoke clogged the air. This far the action camp 
had consisted of all night rant sessions and tending to our 
basic survival needs, but tonight the topic of discussion 
turned to 24-hour security. Round and round the discus- 
sion went: Who would stay up late? How would it affect the 
rest of us? Finally, I piped up. 

"Hey y'all, I'm a self-defense instructor. Why don't I 
teach a workshop on some self-defense basics tomorrow 
morning? Then we'll have a better idea how to defend 
ourselves if anything does go down." 

Uncomfortable silence greeted my suggestion. All eyes 
turned to the unacknowledged "leader" of the camp. In a 
deep, resounding voice, he replied: "We can't do that here, 
sister. This is a nonviolent action camp. We can't train 
people to do things that might hurt a living being." 

Did I hear that right? We're sitting around, plotting how 
to defend the Earth, and we're not willing to raise a hand 
to defend ourselves? Some shithead shows up with the 
intent to harm me or my companions, and I am supposed 
to sit down and peacefully offer my skull for cracking? 

Ferrets and humpback whales don't have the same ethi- 
cal dilemmas that we domesticated apes struggle with. A 
threatened animal will bare teeth, raise hackles or issue 
some other warning sign. If this signal is ignored and an 
attack is launched, an animal will teach you what it means 
to fight tooth and nail to defend themselves. They will 
fight until the attack is terminated, and they won't deliver 
any lectures about Gandhi while they're at it. Self-preserva- 
tion is an instinct common to all creatures, except for those 
who have had it civilized out of them. 

If the thought of harm to our individual bodies isn't 
alarming enough to inspire action, certainly a clearcut or 
an open strip mine won't bring us to our feet. If a person 
tries to harm us, we have every legal, moral and philosophi- 
cal right to incapacitate that person and get to safety. 

The Earth is worthy of the same kind of defense. We need 
to react to the desecration of the Earth in the way we would 
react if we came home and found the landlady strangling 


our cat. If we are not passionate about defending ourselves, 
there is no way we will be able to muster enough courage 
and determination to defend the Earth against the 
greedy corporate onslaught, which is threaten- 
ing her everywhere you look. 

I'm not dismissing nonviolence. Nonvio- 
lence is a tactic, one of many tools at our 
disposal. A job is done more easily and 
efficiently if you use the right tool. 

Nonviolence may be your favorite 
tactic, like the Leatherman you keep 
attached to your belt that comes in 
handy in a variety of different situ- 
ations. Still, you're not going to use 
your Leatherman to hammer in a 
tree spike. We need to think strategi- 
cally about these things. 

I have been teaching self-defense 
for a year and a half. Mostly, I teach 
self-defense for women, although I 
have taught mixed gender classes. I 
started teaching women's self-defense be- 
cause I realized that most of the women I 
knew and loved had been molested, 
raped, harassed, assaulted or otherwise 
fucked with. For a year and a half I 
worked as a counselor, helping women 
heal from the trauma of their abuse. Fi- 
nally, I reached the point where helping 
women heal wasn’t enough. I wanted to 
make the abuse stop happening. I chose to 
teach women's self defense. 

Please, don't talk to me about the new breed of 
empowered women kicking ass on TV and in movies. I 
don't want to see another twiggy, 25-year-old blonde 
kicking butt in high heels and tight leather pants. Most 
women will never be model thin, so seeing a model kick 
butt is not inspiring or empowering; it just reminds us that 
we are not as thin as she is, not as tall as she is and don't 
have her clothes or cleavage. These are not real people 
doing real things. 
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When I started teaching, I was most excited about the 
physical techniques, which can be used to great effect by a 
10-year-old against a 200 pound thug jacked to the gills on 
speed. After teaching for a while, I realized that 
many women will never actually use the physi- 
cal stuff I teach them, though they will feel 
stronger and more powerful for having 
learned it. They will, however, use the 
verbal techniques I teach them, often 
on a daily basis. Now I spend about 
half my time focusing on physical 
techniques and the other half on ver- 
bal techniques and role playing. 

I move differently in the world for 
having trained in women's self-de- 
fense. Women who have taken self- 
defense classes report the same thing: 
We are more confident, more asser- 
tive, and we make better decisions. We 
know that we can handle whatever the 
world throws at us. We relate to men 
differently because we know, deep in our 
hearts, that if they ever tried to hurt us, we 
could incapacitate them. We often tell 
stories in class that we have never shared 
before. Speaking out empowers us and 
breaks the silence of shame and denial. We 
find that we are not alone. 

I hope that you guys reading this article 
are starting to get jealous and want to know 
how you can get in on the fun. Stopping violence 
against women is primarily a man's job, because it is 
primarily men who are abusing women. I had an incred- 
ibly abusive girlfriend who almost killed me, so I know 
that women abuse other women, men abuse other men, 
and on occasion, women abuse men. However, studies 
indicate that 90 to 95 percent of domestic violence and 
sexual assault is male on female. Clearly, if domestic 
violence is going to end, men need to stop hurting women. 

All you well-meaning men out there need to start 
talking and listening to your men friends about how to 



bring this crazy situation to an end. Ask them what they 
saw growing up, what they have read or seen on TV about 
sexual violence. Ask them if they have any direct experi- 
ence with this stuff, if they know any friends who might 
have been perpetrators in the past or may currently be 
hurting a woman. Start brainstorming together about 
how to deal with this problem in your community. 
Educate yourself. 

You may want to jump right in there and help your 
women friends, too. Mostly we can help ourselves, but if 
you want to be our allies, here are some tips: Please don't 
try to teach us self-defense unless you are specifically 
trained to do so. There are already plenty of power dynam- 
ics at work in a relationship between a man and a woman. 
When a man tries to teach a woman a physical move, she 
often ends up feeling weaker and less confident. 

Encourage the women in your life to take self-defense 
courses designed for women, not just aikido or other 
kinds of martial arts. Martial arts courses are great. They 
improve our physical condition and give us some skills for 
defending ourselves, but they will not boost our confi- 
dence in the same way a proper women's self-defense 
class will. Bite your tongue if you ever hear yourself 
saying, "I liked you better before you started learning all 
of this stuff." Be prepared to lose some of the male 
privilege you have been carrying around. Just think what 
a relief it will be to drop that weight and deal with women 
as equals! 

I know some people complain that our focus on "social" 
issues is weakening our stance on "environmental" is- 
sues. Issues of justice are like objects in nature — you try to 
pick up one piece and find it connected to everything else 
in the world. Women's self defense is integral to creating 
a viable radical environmental movement where women 
and men function with a high level of equality and 
mutual respect. And for those who practice nonviolence, 
think of self-defense as self-preservation — all animals 
have an innate drive to protect themselves from harm. 

Pippi the Rat is a crazy, mountain climbing, freedom-fighting 
grrrl who no longer apologizes for pissing people off. She wants 
you to learn how to defend yourself. 



May-June 2003 Earth First! Page 53 



continued from page 5 

corroborated that they would testify she had com- 
mitted suicide. 

The fact that the destroyers of ancient redwoods already 
have contingency plans for their next human victims 
should be a wake-up call for Earth First! and other forest 
defenders. No amount of positive healing energy directed 
toward these hired murderers is going to stop them. It's 
time to hold Climber Eric accountable for all the treesitters 
he has endangered and for the ancient trees of Freshwater, 
the Mattole and Gypsy Mountain whose destruction he is 
enabling. It is our movement's obligation to stop him 
before PL's ecologically destructive logging results in the 
death of another activist. Any individual who is making it 
possible for PL to kill old-growth forests must be a target for 
our movement. 


PL's land manager. When Climber Eric, appeared he was 
visibly distraught — not the confident, controlled person 
he is when he's protected by his co-workers and police. He 
rushed up to me and demanded to know what we were 
doing there. I told him we knew what he said to AMD in the 
tree and that we weren't going to allow him to enter any 
tree occupied by a forest defender. The sheriffs led red- 
faced Climber Eric away to be interviewed by the media 
that had just arrived. 

Taking Out an Insurance Policy 

The next stop was Climber Eric's insurance provider, 
Northwest Insurance Agency. AMD, myself and 
videographers from the Natural Guard met with a repre- 
sentative and demanded accountability from the legal 


Remedy being removed from ferry after 362 days of treesitting 
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underwriters who allow Climber Eric to remove treesitters. 
The agent refused to watch a video of AMD's eviction or 
to accept a formal complaint, so we announced our 
intention to target Northwest Insurance Agency until 
they cancel Climber Eric’s insurance policy. 

The lives of the trees Climber Eric helps kill are worth 
more than our allegiance to tactics that comfort our 
conscience, but do little more than slow the THPs. We 
need to do more than simply respond at the eleventh 
hour, when Climber Eric arrives in the forests to evict 
treesitters. He is an untrained, unlicensed and contracted 
employee of PL, not a law enforcement officer. It's his job 
to remove the people protecting old-growth trees so they 
can be cut down. If Schatz's Tree Service continues to 
accept employment as a treesitter evictor for PL, we will 
continue a campaign of protests and demonstrations at 
his home and business. 


Monday, March 24 — Named and Shamed 

On March 24, we didn't wait for Climber Eric to show up 
in our forest. We went to his home, business and insurance 
company. We arrived at Climber Eric's house at eight a.m. 
and stood at the end of his driveway. His wife came and 
demanded that we leave the property. We refused and she 
called the police. We stated that Climber Eric and PL are 
responsible for killing and injuring forest defenders, and 
that we weren't going to allow him to kill or injure 
anymore. Within minutes, neighbors were coming out of 
their houses and six Sheriff's patrol cars arrived, followed 
by Carl Anderson, head of PL security and Richard Pettis, 


Pacific Lumber logger 




Ecoterrorist 


Climber Eric Schatz 


Lie #722167 
2180 Win wood Lane 
Eureka, CA 95503 
(707) 443-6644 

Write him, call him and visit his 
home. Hold him accountable for 
his threatening actions against the 
Freshwater treesitters and the 
ancient redwoods. In '92 and '94, 
Schatz was charged with "willful 
infliction of corporal injury" for 
abusing his wife. Now he is 
extending his violence outside of 
the home. He must be stopped 
before another activist is killed. 


A Canopy Perspective on a Ground War 

I remember watching the swabbing of pepper spray 
onto the eyes of Earth Firstlers by the Humboldt 
County Sheriff's Department while in prison in 1998, 
not long before PL employees murdered our brother, 
David Gypsy Chain. It's time for the direct action 
forest protection movement to reevaluate its tactics 
before another activist is killed. In the meantime, let's 
use new tactics and strategies that have been proven 
effective in other direct action movements, especially, 
the "name and shame" tactic of home demos. Our 
tactics and strategies have become less effective, once 
our opponents become familiar with them, as PL has 
in Humboldt County. 

Earth First! 's battle to protect old-growth forests 
needs to be about more than just building a better 
lockbox or a bigger slash pile. We need to recognize 
that we are losing. We need to remember that it's okay 
to destroy big yellow machinery that is left unguarded 
in the places they intend to destroy. There is no 
greater act of nonviolence than an aggressive, nonvio- 
lent act that prevents a much worse act of violence 
from happening. This includes the dismantling and 
eradication of weapons whose sole purpose is the de- 
struction of irreplaceable biodiversity. 

Remember, we are the warriors who must put the 
Earth first. We are the last lines of defense for the last 
wild places of the US. If we back down now, there will 
be no one else to stop the bulldozers and chainsaws. 
We will be the ones left to cry when the places and 
animals we have fought for are destroyed. This move- 
ment is not a lifestyle. It's not something to do before 
you go back to your corporate-controlled college to be 
trained as a cog in the wheel of the most violent 
society on Earth. This is a Warrior Society. By calling 
ourselves the uncompromising defenders of our Earth 
mother, we are accepting the responsibility to do 
more than chant, drum and direct healing energy. 
That's all good stuff, but not the appropriate response 
from warriors empowered to protect the natural and 
animal world. 

On Sunday, March 29, Freshwater forest defenders 
celebrated the one-year anniversary of Remedy's treesit 
and the successful defense of Jerry, which has been 
reoccupied for the third time. The rain has brought a 
temporary, yet welcome break from PL's terrorist at- 
tacks. Until federal and state agencies do their jobs to 
protect our natural heritage, the defenders of Freshwa- 
ter, the Mattole and Gypsy Mountain need your help. 
A week of assaults has both shaken and strengthened 
this community. The mood is far from defeatist. 
Clenched fists and howls filled the air Sunday when 
folksinger Ethan Miller sang, "This ain't no peace 
song, this is a declaration of war." PL and Climber Eric 
take note. 

Rod Coronado has been living in Humboldt as a 
ground supporter for the Freshwater and Mattole 
treesits. He is currently organizing a direct action 
campaign against Maxxam/Pacific Lumber and Eric 
Schatz Tree Service that will not require a nonvio- 
lence training. 
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Snitches Get Stitches? 


BY MAHONIA 

On the morning of February 20, a young man — and his 
new friends in the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) — 
provided clear and incontrovertible evidence that he, 
Jacob Sherman of Portland, Oregon, was a snitch. 
Sherman's suspected snitchood had, for several months, 
been like a bad scent wafting through the Pacific North- 
west. Radical folks, being the kindhearted and often 
overly trusting souls that we are, refused to credit this 
rumor without proof in hand. Well, folks, it's time to pay 
the butcher's bill. We can now finally clear the air. 
Sherman is a snitch. 

And What do You Want to Be When You 
Grow Up, Young Man? 

On August 13, 2002, Sherman and three others were 
indicted for the Schoppert Logging arson. At Schoppert, 
incendiary devices had been used to damage trucks in- 
volved in hauling old-growth logs from the Mount Hood 
National Forest. Tre Arrow, a well known activist within 
the Portland community, was among 
the four indicted and to this day 
remains nowhere to be found — de- 
spite an ongoing, aggressive man- 
hunt launched by the FBI. 

Sherman maintained an innocent 
plea until December, 2002, when he 
decided to change his plea and co- 
operate with the authorities. He pled 
guilty to charges relating to the ar- 
son at Schoppert Logging and an- 
other arson at Ross Island Sand and 
Gravel, near Portland. As part of his 
deal, he gave information indicat- 
ing that he and the three other de- 
fendants planned and carried out 
the arsons. There is no indication 
other than Sherman's squealing that 
the folks he implicated were involved 
in any underground activity at all. 

We can only assume that the Feds 
used a full gambit of interrogation, 
threats and intimidation against him to extract his coop- 
eration. In exchange for his snitching, Sherman received a 
sentence of 41 months in federal prison. 

At his sentencing hearing on February 20, Sherman 
expressed his deep regret and apologies to Schoppert 
Logging and Ross Island Sand and Gravel for the damage 
he had caused them and for the way that his actions had 
affected other people. His attorney and witnesses claimed 
that he felt pressured by the older and "cult-like" leader 
Arrow into participating in the actions. 
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A Stitch in Time Saves Nine 

For the record, a snitch is one of the worst types of people 
you could be. By common definition, a snitch is one who 
has actively and knowingly betrayed and hurt the lives of 
folks who trusted him with their safety. Trust is a funda- 
mental aspect of any community, and by betraying that 
trust a snitch has caused grave harm. 

Snitching on one's former comrades is an extreme ac- 
tion, which calls for decisive measures from the commu- 
nity — but what measures? In my opinion, a snitch is no 
longer entitled to basic expectations of safety. As such, it is 
righteous to hurt them, burn down their house or do 
similarly naughty things to them. However, just because it 
would be within the range of ethical behavior to break a 
snitch's knees with a baseball bat, it isn't necessarily the 
best idea. On the other hand, we can't simply ignore a 
snitch and pretend that they simply do not exist. 

What Should Jesus Have Done With Judas? 

First and foremost, we need to protect ourselves from 
possible snitches. Our most effective defenses are not 
reactive measures to be used after a 
snitch has surfaced, but preventa- 
tive policies that are constantly 
enacted. Not surprisingly, these de- 
fenses against snitches are the same 
as our most effective defenses 
against infiltrators: "security cul- 
ture" and "conscious trust." 

Secondly, if we can do so without 
causing more damage, we should 
deal with clear threats to our com- 
munity — such as snitches and infil- 
trators — in a just and constructive 
manner, not merely a righteous one. 

This is an A and B Conversa- 
tion, So SC Your Way Out! 

The phrase security culture is 
thrown around a lot within the radi- 
cal community. Obviously though, 
from the Sherman example, we have 
good reason for doing so. For a com- 
plete in-depth description of security culture and how to 
implement it, check out page 59 of this issue of the Earth 
First! Journal. 

The benefits of implementing security culture are readily 
apparent for both individual activists and affinity groups. 
First of all, a security-minded person far reduces their chances 
of getting caught in an "embarrassing" situation. But even if 
folks still get caught red-handed despite their solid use of 
security culture, it should still be followed. An imprisoned 
activist who maintains good security culture while in j ail is an 
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Her careless talk costs lives 




activist who isn't ratting on others, and they are likely 
lessening possible legal consequences for themselves. 

On the other hand, if an activist refuses or consistently fails 
to maintain security culture before, during and after an 
action, there's a good chance they will be identified and 
arrested. At which 
time, they will almost 
certainly continue to 
act in an insecure 
manner. An impris- 
oned activist who isn't 
practicing security 
culture will probably 
follow one of two 
paths: unwittingly 
give incriminating in- 
formation away, or be- 
come a snitch. 

Sherman is a good 
example of this. Not 
only did he snitch 
on his supposed af- 
finity group after 
being arrested, but 
he consistently ex- 
hibited horrible se- 
curity culture prior 
to his arrest. Accord- 
ing to a FBI affidavit, Sherman made several mistakes. He 
lied unconvincingly and disposed of incriminating evi- 
dence at his family's home. Ultimately, Sherman's par- 
ents called the police to report their son's suspicious 
behavior. Although his parents' information was dam- 
aging to Sherman's case, by itself it was probably not 
enough to convict him. The real kicker for Sherman was 
the fact that he bragged about his sup- 
posed involvement in underground direct 
action to not only one, but two girlfriends. 

Both have cooperated with the Feds against 
Sherman and his alleged affinity group. 

One for All and All for One! Or Else 10 
Months for Him and 10 Years for Her. 

Conscious trust is a simple, yet very im- 
portant concept. One of the necessary in- 
gredients to any effective direct action 
group is trust in each other. When we work 
with others, we trust that they will act in 
our best interests, respect our boundaries 
and look out for our personal safety. The 
requisite level of trust differs greatly de- 
pending on the type of action that an 
affinity group is taking. Working in an 
affinity group that is marching at an anti- 
war protest requires less internal trust than 
a group that is engaged in high-penalty 
sabotage. It is extremely important for folks 
to be aware and conscious of how much 
they trust their affinity group members in relation to the 
stakes involved in the actions they are taking. If you are 
engaged in underground direct action, you had better 


consciously trust your partners with your very life — by 
participating in an action with them, you are already 
doing so. 

Once a Snitch, Always a Snitch? 

As folks who believe in social justice, the radical 
community should not duplicate the needlessly 
murderous and cruel behavior used by profit- 
driven societies. However, by no means should we 
cease to defend ourselves or unthinkingly trust 
those who have shown that they are a threat to 
our community. Someone who has snitched 
shouldn't be welcomed back with open arms, but 
they shouldn't automatically be maimed or put 
down as punishment either. 

A good example of a snitch seeking reaccep- 
tance is Justin Samuel. In 1998, Samuel was in- 
dicted by a Wisconsin grand jury for releasing 
mink from fur farms. In August 2000, he pled 
guilty and snitched out his affinity group. After 
serving a two year sentence, Samuel has now sent 
out open letters to the radical community, appar- 
ently seeking reacceptance. How should we treat 
him? Should Samuel automatically be considered 
a target for sabotage and direct action along with 
vivisectionists, Pacific Lumber's Climber Eric and 
multinational corporate executives? Or should 
we just make sure that Samuel is "really, really 
sorry" and then invite him along for the next critical 
mass? I'd say neither. 

Ultimately, it is up to all of the individuals involved — 
from the snitch to the betrayed individuals to the 
community at large — to chart their own paths through 
the murky ocean of snitchdom. Those involved should 
consider, among other values, the importance of main- 
taining security culture and us- 
ing conscious trust. This is not 
to say that each individual 
needs to come to their deci- 
sion in isolation. Folks need to 
communicate with each other 
and share their ideas and feel- 
ings about how to treat a 
snitch. However, it is important 
to maintain unity and support 
within the radical community. 
A snitch should not be allowed 
to cause any more harm by 
creating a schism in the com- 
munity in regards to their 
"post-snitch" status. 

The first step that a snitch needs 
to take is to be fully accountable 
for what they have done. The 
snitch needs to publicly acknowl- 
edge that they made a horrible 
choice with grave consequences. 
This is something that Samuel 
has yet to do. Until he does so, I think that our community 
should have nothing to do with him. 

continued on next page 


The 

EKIEIIV 
EilCIvl T 

is listening 

He wants to know 
what you know 

KEEP IT TO YOURSELF 


IFfSMMttm 



mt/vawmsyrAHir 


May-June 2003 Earth First! Page 57 





ut>V)vUUi>tiiUi - 3 - 


Secondly, snitches need to publicly disclose all of the 
assistance they gave to the "Man." Full public disclo- 
sure is actually an important strategy anytime an activ- 
ist has been questioned individually or privately by the 
police. The radical community's first indication of 
Sherman's developing snitchhood was when he refused 
to communicate with the radical community regarding 
his grand jury questioning. 

Sherman's case should be contrasted with the case of 
animal and Earth liberation activist Josh Harper's coerced 
testimony to a grand jury in 2001. After he was threatened 
with jail time for refusal to appear before the grand jury, 
Harper agreed to 
testify before a 
grand jury in 2001. 

Harper provided 
the radical com- 
munity with a 
complete list of 
the grand jury's 
questions and his 
responses to them. 

Thus, Harper main- 
tained the trust of 
his community in a 
situation in which 
he was forced to pri- 
vately appear be- 
fore a grand jury. 

In addition, the 
community and 
individuals may 
demand that the 
snitch undertake 
tasks to prove their 
sincerity, educate 
themselves and 
make reparations 
for their actions. 

These tasks will be 
different from per- 
son to person in the community. Of course, it is possible 
that a snitch will always be working to clear them- 
selves, or that a snitch may never be able to reconcile 
with some individuals. 

Samuel will have to prove himself worthy of trust — or 
even tolerance — if he ever wants to be involved with the 
radical community again. For myself, I would demand 
that Samuel create an in-depth account — written and 
spoken — of his entire snitch experience. In this account, 
he would have to fully acknowledge his actions without 
qualification and completely divulge all help rendered 
to the government. He would have to forever cease 
providing information or testimony to the Feds. And he 
would need to devote much energy to discouraging 
snitches and to helping others learn from his dire mis- 
take. These tasks would only earn Samuel the right to be 
present in any radical community spaces in which I had 
any input, but I still would not really trust him. How- 
ever, it would be a start. It would be completely under- 
standable if many folks believe that he is never again 


worthy of even an iota of trust. In such cases, distrust 
may only be a small part of the price Samuel will have to 
pay for selling out his affinity group. 

Support our troops! 

Members of the radical community need to be mutually 
supportive of each other. Otherwise, practicing security 
culture and being selective about with whom one works 
is not enough to keep a direct action community safe 
and effective. For most folks, going to jail is a stressful 
experience. A person is isolated, deprived of their free- 
dom, physically and mentally abused and oftentimes 

threatened with a 
much longer sen- 
tence than is 
likely. This stress 
is only com- 
pounded when an 
activist is arrested 
for a serious po- 
litical action, of- 
ten for the first 
time in their life. 

Samuel has said 
that he felt a lack 
of support from 
the animal libera- 
tion community 
after his arrest. Of 
course, in Samuel's 
case, it wasn't the 
community that 
failed him. He 
made the mistake 
of cutting himself 
off. But his fault or 
not, the effect was 
the same. Without 
the support of his 
community, 
Samuel felt scared 

and isolated. And, he snitched on his affinity group. 

Since activists in jail are often placed under extreme 
pressure from the state to become a snitch, affinity 
groups need to set up an infrastructure to safely and 
securely maintain good communication with and sup- 
port for any member who gets imprisoned. Jailed affin- 
ity group members should actively strive to maintain 
contact with their outside support as well. Affinity groups 
should make sure that each member has memorized the 
phone numbers for sympathetic local lawyers, 
aboveground prisoner support groups and individual 
supporters. This information is just as vital for a secure 
and effective affinity group as good security culture and 
conscious trust. Folks on the inside need the community's 
help to stay smart, strong and committed to fighting for 
a better world. Folks on the outside need those on the 
inside to keep their lips shut. 

Mahonia believes in the radical notion that folks should have a say 
in the decisions which affect their lives. Mahonia is also the scientific 
name for Oregon Grape, a common herbal immune booster. 
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Security Cutture 


The following article was excerpted from Security Culture: 
A Handbook for Activists. 

So, what is security culture? It's a culture where people 
know their rights and, more importantly, assert them. 
Those who belong to a security culture also know what 
behavior compromises security, and they are quick to 
educate those people who, out of ignorance, forgetful- 
ness, or personal weakness, partake in insecure 
behavior. This security consciousness becomes a 
culture when the group makes security viola- 
tions socially unacceptable. 

What Not to Say 

To begin with, there are certain things 
that are inappropriate to discuss. 

These things include: your involve- 
ment or someone else's involve 
ment with an underground 
group; someone else's desire 
to get involved with such a 
group; asking others if they 
are a member of an un- 
derground group; your 
participation or some- 
one else's participa- 
tion in any action 
that was illegal; 
someone else's 
advocacy for 
such actions; 
or your plans or 
someone else's 
plans for a future action. 

Essentially, it is wrong to speak about an individual's 
involvement (past, present or future) with illegal activi- 
ties. These are unacceptable topics of discussion regard- 
less of whether they are rumor, speculation or personal 
knowledge. Please note: This is not to say that it is wrong 
to speak about direct action in general terms. It is per- 
fectly legal, secure and desirable that people speak out in 
support of monkeywrenching and all forms of resistance. 
The danger lies in linking individual activists to specific 
actions or groups. 

Three Exceptions 
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are actively participating in the action. Anyone who is 
not involved does not need to know. 

The second exception occurs after an activist has been 
arrested and brought to trial. If she is found guilty, this 
activist can freely speak of the actions for which she was 
convicted. However, she must never give information that 
would help the authorities determine who else participated 

in illegal activities. 

The third exception is for 
anonymous letters and in- 
terviews with the me- 
dia. This must be 
done very care- 
■ fully and without 
compromising se- 
i curity. Advice on 
secure communi- 
( cation techniques 
can be found at 
security. tao.ca. 
These are the only 
situations when it 
is appropriate to 
speak about your 
own or someone 
else's involvement 
or intent to commit 
illegal direct action. 



Security Measures 

The reason for these 
security precautions is 
quite obvious: If people 
don't know anything, they can't talk about it. When 
activists who do not share the same serious conse- 
quences know who did an illegal direct action, they are 
far more likely to talk after being harassed by the au- 
thorities because they are not the ones who will go to 
jail. Even those people who are trustworthy can often be 
tricked by the authorities into revealing damaging and 
incriminating information. It is safest for all cell mem- 
bers to keep their involvement in the group amongst 
themselves. The fewer people who know, the less evi- 
dence there is in the long run. 


There are only three occasions when it is acceptable 
to speak specifically about actions. The first situation 
would be if you were planning an action with other 
members of your small group — your "cell" or "affinity 
group." However, you should never discuss these things 
over the Internet, email, phone, through the mail or in 
an activist's home or car. These places and forms of 
communication are frequently monitored. The only 
people who should hear this discussion are those who 


Security Violating Behaviors 

In an attempt to impress others, activists may behave in 
ways that compromise security. Some people do this fre- 
quently — they are habitually gossiping and bragging. Some 
activists say inappropriate things only when they consume 
alcohol. Many activists make occasional breeches of security 
because there was a momentary temptation to say something 
or hint at something that shouldn't have been said or implied. 
In most situations, the desire to be accepted is the root cause. 
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Those people who tend to be the greatest security risks 
are those activists who have low self-esteem and strongly 
desire the approval of their peers. Certainly it is natural 
to seek friendship and recognition for our efforts, but it 
is imperative that we keep these desires in check so that 
we do not jeopardize the safety of other activists or 
ourselves. People who place their desire for friendship 
over the importance of the cause can do serious damage 
to our security. The following are examples of security- 
violating behaviors: 

Lying: To impress others, liars claim to have done illegal 
actions. Such lies not only compromise the person's secu- 
rity — as cops will not take what is said as a lie — but also 
hinder movement solidarity and trust. 

Gossiping: Some weak characters think they can win 
friends because they are privy to special information. 
These gossips will tell others about who did what action. 
If they don't know who did it, they will guess or just 
spread rumors about who did it. This sort of talk is very 
damaging. People need to remember that rumors are all 
that is needed to instigate a grand jury or other investi- 
gation. 

Bragging: Some people who partake in illegal direct 
action might be tempted to brag about it to their friends. 
This not only jeopardizes the bragger's security, but also 
that of the other people involved with the action. The 
people who he told can also become accessories after the 
fact. An activist who brags 
also sets a horrible example 
to other activists. 

Indirect-Bragging: Indi- 
rect-braggers are people 
who make a big production 
on how they want to re- 
main anonymous, avoid 
protests, and stay "under- 
ground." They might not 
come out and say that they 
do illegal direct action, but 
they make sure everyone 
within earshot knows they 
are up to something. They 
are no better than brag- 
gers, but they try to be 
more sophisticated about 
it by pretending to main- 
tain security. However, if they were serious about secu- 
rity, they would just make up a good excuse as to why they 
are not as active, or why they can't make it to the protest 
(that kind of lying is acceptable). 

Educate to Liberate 

It is fairly easy to spot those activists who compro- 
mise our movement's security. So what do we do with 
people who exhibit these behaviors? Do we excommu- 
nicate them from our movement? Actually, no — at 
least, not for a first offense. The unfortunate truth is 
that there are numerous security-ignorant people in 
the movement and others who have possibly been 
raised in a scene that thrives on bragging and gossip- 
ing. It doesn't mean these people are bad, but it does 


mean they need to be educated. Even seasoned activ- 
ists can make mistakes. And that's where those of you 
who are reading this can help. 

We must never let a breach in security occur without 
acting to correct it. If an acquaintance of yours is brag- 
ging about doing an action or spreading security-com- 
promising gossip, it is your responsibility to explain to 
her or him why that sort of talk violates security and is 
inappropriate. You should strive to educate this person 
in a manner that encourages him to listen and to change 
his behavior. It should be done without damaging his 
pride. You should be humble and sincerely interested in 
helping him become a more effective activist. Do not 
maintain a "holier than-thou" attitude. This will inevi- 
tably raise his defenses and prevent him from absorbing 
or using any of the advice you offer. Remember, the goal 
of educating people is to change their behavior, not to 
boost your ego by showing them how much more secu- 
rity conscious you are. 

If possible, the educational session should be done in 
private, so the person does not have to contend with 
potential pride issues. The educational reprimand should 
also be done as soon as possible after the mistake to 
increase its effectiveness. If each of us takes on the 
responsibility of educating those who slipup, we can 
dramatically improve movement security. Once people 
recognize lying, gossiping, bragging and indirect-brag- 
ging as the damaging be- 
haviors that they are, they 
will soon end. When we 
develop a culture where 
all breaches of security re- 
sult in an immediate rep- 
rimand, all sincere activ- 
ists will quickly get with 
the program. 

Dealing with Chronic 
Security Problems 

So what do we do with 
activists who repeatedly vio- 
late security precautions even 
after multiple educational 
sessions? It's unfortunate, 
but the best thing to do with 
these people is cut them loose 
and kick them out of our meetings, basecamps and organiza- 
tions. With law enforcement budgets on the increase and 
with courts handing down long sentences for political 
"crimes," the stakes are too high to allow chronic security- 
offenders to work among us. 

By creating a security culture, we have an effective 
defense against informers and agents who try to infil- 
trate groups. Imagine an informer who, every time she 
asked another activist about that person's activity, 
received a reprimand and an education on security. 
That informer would get frustrated really easily. If she 
continued to violate security precautions after being 
repeatedly educated, they would have grounds for her 
dismissal. And that would be one less informer for us 
to deal with! 
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by Stu Sugarman 
H i, there! My name is Stu Sugarman, 
and starting with this issue, I will be 
writing a legal advice column in the 
EF! Journal. You might be wondering 
who the !@#$% I am, and why I would 
be writing this article. So I figured I'd 
tell you a little bit about myself. 

I once was a marine biologist, work- 
ing for the Everglades National Park in south Florida. I 
left the park in 1988, because I wanted to do something 
that would allow me to do a better job of protecting the 
natural world. Inspired by 
lawyers' efforts to shut down 
logging in the Northwest in 
the name of the spotted owl, 

I went to Portland, Oregon 
and enrolled in the Lewis 
and Clark School of Law. 

Since I opened my own of- 
fice in 1992, I have been 
working as an environmen- 
tal lawyer, suing the govern- 
ment to protect Portland’s last 
ecosystems from local devel- 
opers. I am also working to 
stop clearcutting and to shut 
down the US Army's danger- 
ous chemical weapons incin- 
erator in eastern Oregon. 

Since 1995, I have also 
been defending environmen- 
tal activists in criminal court. 

My clients have ranged from 
civil disobedience protesters 
to activists accused of mul- 
tiple arsons or other crimes punishable by a lifetime 
sentence. Over the years, I have defended many activists 
in criminal court, before grand juries and even before a 
Congressional subcommittee. Most recently, I joined 
the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society's Antarctica mis- 
sion against Japanese whalers. 

The EF! Journal and I think it might help you, the 
reader, if I were to write a regular column answering 
activists' legal questions. Of course, I am not interested 
in knowing your real name — just what's on your mind. 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

What's the real deal with the identification question? I know 
that I have to give them ID if I'm driving a car, but what about 
other times? When do I have to identify myself to the Man? And 
what is the bare minimum required? 

— Anonymous in Arizona 


Dear Arizona, 

You don't have to give your name or ID to a cop — unless 
you are driving a car, in a bar or if the cop "reasonably 
suspects" that you have committed, or are about to commit 
a crime. If a cop insists on having your name and you don't 
know why, demand to see an attorney. The cop should 
then stop asking questions. 

If you've been arrested in a protest, the cops and their ilk 
will put all sorts of pressure on you to tell them your name. 
Just about everywhere in this country, the Man will have 
some rule requiring you to give your name. Legally, law 
enforcement can hold you for around three days — longer 
over a weekend — before you see a judge, and they will often 

threaten to hold you in jail 
until you do identify yourself. 
Giving the police incorrect in- 
formation can be a crime, so 
you definitely do not want to 
make up a realistic sounding 
name that is not real. 

It is possible — as has hap- 
pened recently in Portland, 
Oregon — that not giving your 
name may leverage a dismissal 
of charges in a mass arrest. This 
tactic is most effective when 
your entire affinity group de- 
cides to use this tactic before the 
action. Sometimes, police let 
people out of jail after holding 
them for a day or more to make 
room for other prisoners. If the 
prosecutor lets someone out 
before determining who that 
person is first, the Man loses his 
ability to prosecute that person. 
I believe, however, that in a 
vast majority of cases, the police will hold you until they 
determine who you are through fingerprint analysis or 
other methods. They may then hold you until your case 
goes to trial. 

The bare minimum of information you are required to give 
during or after your arrest would be your first and last name. 
With that, your identity can probably be located, but it may 
take some time. Providing your middle name as well as your 
date of birth and where you are from — if you are from another 
state — is the most information you need to provide. If law 
enforcement asks for more information, you can tell them: "I 
want to see an attorney." Legally, they must stop asking you 
questions if you invoke your right to an attorney. 

Do you have a legal question? Write to the EF! Lawyer and 
you just might read the answer to your question in the next 
issue of the EF!J. Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 3430 SE 
Belmont, #101, Portland OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com (please 
write "EF! Lawyer" on the subject line). 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Lawrence Pascal, an environmental 
and indigenous activist in BC, Canada, 
was released from jail in January. 

• Stop Huntingdon Animal Cru- 
elty (SHAC) prisoners Sarah 
Gisbourne, Jonny Ablewhite and 
Gillian Bradley have all been released 
from prison in England. 

•Sonia Hayward has been sentenced 
to 15 months imprisonment on ha- 
rassment charges for her involvement 
in both the SHAC campaign and an 
anti-hunting campaign. Send letters 
to Sonia Hayward, KV5943, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent 
ME13LU, England. 

•Marco Camenish, currently serv- 
ing a 10-year prison sentence for blow- 
ing up nuclear facility powerlines in 
the 1970s and '80s, has moved to a 
new address. Send letters to Marco 
Camenish, Sennhofstrasse 17, 7000 
Chur, Switzerland. 

•Nathan Brasfield, who is serving 12 
months for a SHAC-related charge of 
"Theft of Telecommunications Ser- 
vices,” has been transferred to a new 
facility where he will remain for six 
weeks before he is transferred to prison. 
Send letters to Nathan Brasfield, 799169, 
R1-G5, Washington Corrections Cen- 
ter, POB 900, Shelton, WA 98584, USA. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jennifer Greenberg, #3100201610, 
Rose M. Singer Center, 1919 Hazen St, 
East Elmherst, NY 11370, USA. Serving 
one year for property destruction at the 
home of a Marsh Insurance executive 
during a SHAC demonstration in 2001. 

•Joshua Schwartz, #3100201611, 
NYSID#1900738L, EMTC, 1010 Hazen 
St, East Elmherst, NY 11370, USA. 
Same charge as Jennifer Greenberg. 

•RaeNewlands, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 
5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for harassment of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences' shareholders. 

•Benjamin Persky, #1410212600, 
NYSID #9846577R, George Vierno 
Center, 0909 Hazen St, East Elmhurst, 
JTY 11370. Serving up to six years for 
participating in a SHAC protest at 
which Marsh Insurance executives' 
windows were smashed. 
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•Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY 
10963, USA. Serving 14 months for 
assembling incendiary devices with 
the intent to target dairy trucks. 

Anti-Globalization 
•Rob Middaugh, #T41137 450 13up, 
ASP, POB 9, Avenal, CA 93204, USA. 
Serving three years for his involvement 
in the Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets 
celebrations in Long Beach, California. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory 
minimum sentence for throwing a 
rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim the 
Streets protest in Eugene, Oregon. 



Ecodefense 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
what the government had reported. 

•Carol Gilbert, Jackie Hudson and 
Ardeth Platte, Clear Creek County Jail, 
POB 5 1 8, Georgetown, CO 80444, USA. 
These three Dominican nuns are facing 
charges of sabotage and destruction of 
government property for damaging 
nuclear missile transport equipment. 
They each face up to 30 years in prison. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 


• Craig "Critter" Marshall, 
#13797662, SRC1, 777 Stanton Blvd, 
Ontario, OR 97914, USA. Serving five- 
and-a-half years for conspiracy to 
commit arson and possession of in- 
cendiary devices to torch SUVs. 

• Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, POB 27137, Fort 
Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 27 
years for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackhammer, mail- 
ing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 

Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 
I/A 10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475- 
0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for 
helping ship arms to Central Ameri- 
can indigenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
An American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, Leonard is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the murder of 
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge 
siege in 1975. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
to 100 years each. Although many of 
the MOVE prisoners are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Road, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Mumia, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 



Chubbuck with Leonard Peltier 


Bank Robbery Lives! 

by Break the Chains 

Byron Shane Chubbuck, also known 
as "Oso Blanco, " is currently serving 80 
years at Leavenworth Federal Peniten- 
tiary for aggravated assault on federal 
agents, escape and bank robbery. 
Chubbuck, referred to as "Robin the 
Hood" by authorities, was robbing 
banks to funnel money to the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army in Chiapas, 
Mexico, during 1988 and 1999. 

After being caught in late 1999, 
Chubbuck escaped from a prison van 
in New Mexico and almost immedi- 
ately began knocking off banks again. 
Chubbuck, who was well known as a 
polite and courteous robber, was re- 
captured in 2001 during a shoot-out 
with police. The police had discov- 
ered his whereabouts after Chubbuck 
attempted to contact a radio show 
host to speak about indigenous rights 
and the treatment of prisoners. 

In a 2001 newspaper interview, 
Chubbuck stated: "I am still able to 
hold my head up and feel the gratifi- 
cation for my work in a world where 
money, power and destructive indus- 
try are regarded far above humanity, 
indigenous and impoverished peoples 
and cultures. I cannot help that I got 
into my work." 

Send letters to Byron Shane 
Chubbuck, #07909051, US Peniten- 
tiary, POB 1000, Leavenworth, Kan- 
sas 66048, USA. 

Break the Chains is a prisoner sup- 
port group that provides financial and 
emotional support and solidarity to 
political prisoners and revolutionary 
allies who are imprisoned in the North- 
west. Contact Break The Chains, POB 
11331, Eugene OR 97440, USA; 
www.breakthechains.net. 


JJ Hicks Targeted in Jail 

In February, longtime EFIer Thomas "JJ" Hicks was arrested for drug charges (for 
growing marijuana) and weapons charges. Since his arrest, JJ — who was active a 
few years ago with Katuah Earth First! — has experienced unusually harsh condtions. 
He has been locked down and isolated in an administrative segregation unit. 
Authorities claim that JJ is on "escape risk/suicide watch.” He is only released 
from his cell once every five days for a 15-minute phone call and shower. 

JJ has been approached by US Forest Service Special Agent Jenny Davis, as well 
as a regional FBI agent and a US Federal district attorney. They offered to drop 
almost all of JJ's charges if he would give them names of "fellow eco-terrorists" 
and animal liberationists. They also suggested that JJ could act as an ELF and 
ALF police informant. 

According to JJ, the Feds interrogated him on suspected Earth Liberation 
Front actions that took place in Colorado, Indiana and Pennsylvania. However, 
they were particularly interested in linking JJ to an October sabotage of a wood 
chipping mill in Rutherford County, North Carolina. Authorities have threat- 
ened to "stack" JJ's charges and see that he gets a life sentence if he refuses to 
cooperate. The sabotage, which caused more than $300,000 in damage, has not 
been claimed by anyone. 

JJ has remained strong and principled in his actions. He needs all the support 
that our movement can give him. He 
would appreciate monetary dona- 
tions for his legal defense fund and 
also to buy stamps and envelopes. 

Please write to him and prove that 
the EF! movement takes care of its 
own. Send letters to Thomas W. Hicks, 

McDowell Countyjail, 593 Spaulding 
Rd, Marion, NC 28752, USA. Dona- 
tions can be sent to JJ Hick's Legal 
Defense Fund, c/o Katuah EF!, POB 
1485, Asheville, NC 28802, USA. 



"Free" Needs Support 

Earth liberation prisoner Jeffrey "Free" Luers is appealing his conviction 
and sentence relating to the 2000 arson at Romania Chevrolet and another 
attempted arson at Tyree Oil Co. in Eugene, Oregon. His friends and 
supporters are asking that Earth Firstiers write letters to the Attorney General 
Hardy Myers. Significant events for Free may occur in the next few months, 
and sending a letter now could make a difference in his case. 

Things to mention in the letter include: Luers' sentence is disproportionate 
to his charges and is likely due to his politics rather than to the severity of his 
crime. While on trial, even the state's witness testified that no one was in 
danger of injury. Luers was sentenced to 22 years and eight months for less 
than $40,000 worth of property damage. In comparison, offenders convicted 
of manslaughter are frequently sentenced to 10 years. 

Please send letters to Hardy Myers, attorney general, 400 Justice Building, 
Salem, OR 97310, USA. To write to Free directly, address letters to Jeffrey 
"Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 

£* ‘-7\ "7 ’ .ifEs 

Anti-War Prisoners 

The past two months have been full of direct action against the US war in 
Iraq. Many charges resulting from the protests are still unfolding and could be 
dropped. If you know of anti-war protesters who face felony charges or prison 
time and who want to be listed in the next Earth First! Journal's prisoner page, 
please email information to: gilamonster@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Sparrow in the Willamette National Forest 


by Friends of Sparrow 

Our friend Sparrow — aka Carson 
McCann — took his own life on 
March 11, in a place that he cher- 
ished, near people he loved and who 
loved him back. He passed away at 
the start of a week-long gathering in 
the forests of Cascadia. 

A kind and gentle individual, Spar- 
row fought hard to defend ancient 
forests and to foster a deeper relation- 
ship with the Earth. He was especially 
involved in surveying for rare species 
like the red tree vole. Sparrow spent 
countless hours climbing trees to search 
for vole nests, and he was dedicated to 
teaching people how to climb ropes 
safely, so they could carry on this im- 
portant work. 

Sparrow had many friends that con- 
sidered him family, and who shared 
great love and support for him. Those 
of us who knew Sparrow will never 
forget him — the twinkle in his cool 
blue eyes, his calm tone and amazing 
spirit. He was a loyal friend, passion- 
ate and dedicated to changing the 


world. Sparrow was a 
revolutionary — po- 
litically, emotionally 
and spiritually. He 
will always be a part 
of the forest and will 
forever be inside each 
of us, affecting our 
thoughts and ac- 
tions. Now that Spar- 
row is at peace, we 
must carry on with 
where he left off. 

Following Spar- 
row's death, his ashes 
were placed through- 
out the forests com- 
prising the Straw 
Devil Timber Sale — 
one of his favorite 
places on Earth. In his 
memory, the forest 
defense community 
in Cascadia recently 
erected two treesits 
and a road blockade 
to defend this pre- 
cious and rare old- 
growth ecosystem in Oregon's 
Willamette National Forest. 

Straw Devil is one of many egre- 
gious ancient forest timber sales 
slated to be logged this season. It 
encompasses 100 acres of predomi- 
nantly old-growth forest and con- 
tains dozens of red tree voles. The US 
Forest Service is required by law to 
protect the red tree vole under the 
Northwest Forest Plan, but it has 
blatantly refused to protect 32 nests 
found here last Summer by Sparrow 
and a citizens' survey team. 

Any attempts to log this forest will 
be akin to a declaration of war and will 
be considered an audacious attempt 
to desecrate the sacredness of this for- 
est. One thing that we are sure of is 
that the forests in the Straw Devil 
Timber Sale will never be logged. It is 
a sacred place. 

To learn more, contact Cascadia 
Forest Defenders, POB 11122, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440; (541) 684-8977; 
forestdefenders@tao.ca; 
www.forestdefenders.org. 
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From Piece Movement 
to Peace Movement 

continued from page 1 1 
Bush regime has been stunningly pub- 
lic about its vision of a "Pax Ameri- 
cana"— its code word for US global 
military domination. 

In light of this new level of ruthless 
honesty, we can't afford to just be 
talking about Iraq. More than 150 
countries around the world have some 
sort of US military presence — from 
fighting "terrorists" in the Philippines 
to protecting US oil installations in 
Colombia. These troops are doing the 
dirty work of corporate globalization 
by suppressing the backlash that it 
has created and making the world 
safe for resource extraction. 

DASW's efforts provide some step- 
ping stones to bridge the gap from an 
isolated "piece” movement toward a 
true "peace" movement — a holistic 
intersection of groups struggling for 
justice, democracy and ecological san- 
ity while collaborating to confront 
the entire US Empire, Inc. This means 
not only tackling the war in Iraq, but 
also the war at home: corporate rule, 
the assaults on civil liberties and com- 
munities of color, the war on the poor 
and, of course, the ongoing war on 
the natural world. 

Hopefully by the time you read this, 
we'll still be holding the empire in check, 
and the showdown between global civil 
society and the US war machine will be 
moving more onto our terms. 

But even if we don't stop this war, 
let's make sure that our brothers and 
sisters around the world know one 
thing: A hell of a lot of us inside the 
belly of the beast weren't going along 
quietly. This war will not be waged in 
our name but only over the collective 
weight of our bodies thrown onto the 
gears of the US war machine. Silence is| 
agreement and peace is an idea that 
demands action. And you know what 
they say about empires — the bigger they 
come, the harder they fall. See you in 
the streets! 

For more information, contact Di- 
rect Action to Stop the War, (415) 820- 
9649; www.actagainstwar.org. 

Patrick Reinsborough is a San Fran- 
cisco-based direct action organizer and 
co-founder of the smartMeme project. 
Check it out at www.smartmeme.com. 
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announcements 



Following the World Agricultural Forum, the "Caravan Across the Cornbelt" will bicycle from St. Louis, Missouri to 
Washington, DC, where the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) will hold its annual convention in June. 

The Caravan will be a month-long bicycle spectacle covering more than 1,000 miles, featuring puppet shows, presentations, 
speak-outs, freak-outs, clown acts and music. All concerned citizens, clowns, puppeteers, bike riders, messengers, farmers and 
eaters of food are invited to bring a bicycle and join the ride! For more information, contact caravan@ifairtrade.net. 


Idaho Wolf 
Expedition 
August 10-22 

Join the Wilderness 
Awareness School and 
the Nez Perce Tribe for 
a wolf tracking expe- 
dition in central Idaho 
that will combine tra- 
ditional native meth- 
ods with cutting-edge 
GPS technology. Days 
will be spent follow- 
ing wolf signs through 
high forests and mead- 
ows. Nights will be 
spent relaxing around 
the campfire, discuss- 
ing wolf conservation. All experience levels are welcome. 
For more information, visitwww.wildernessawareness.org. 


Video Release 

The Fellowship of the Ring of Free Trade 

Now, for the first time ever, the hidden prophecies of 
J.R.R. Tolkien's classic epic. The Lord of the Rings, are 
decoded in an accurate video re-edit of Peter Jackson's 
motion picture. The Lord of the Rings — once thought to be 
merely a story of the archetypal struggle between good 
and evil — has been found to contain astute prophetic 
messages about the impending crisis of capitalist moder- 
nity. The Fellowship of the Ring of Free Trade includes 
subtitles of the decoded dialogue and the true identities 
of the story's characters, 

Don't wait to view this six minute video that reveals 
what your heart knew all along. As you laugh out loud to 
this rediscovery, the call to action is re-ignited and your 
inner collectivist hero stands tall in response. You don't 
have to be a Tolkienite to be inspired by this video 
revelation. To hear this message from Middle Earth, 
contact the folks at lordrings@riseup.net. You can also 
view it online at www.passionbomb.com/video/ 
ringfreetrade.htm. 
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announcements 


Plan Z: A Strategy Conference 

for Organizers of All Genders 

June 1-7 • Ida, Faerieland, Tennessee 



Calling all visionaries, feminists, rabble rousers, revolu- 
tionaries, radical and gender queers, and people of all iden- 
tities committed to working together and dedicated to dis- 
mantling this patriarchal capitalist system. 

Last year we started to create a cohesive network of 
organizers. We want to continue broadening and building 
by solidifying old ties and forging new ones. This year, we 
plan to further challenge the meaning of feminist space. 
And we hope to learn from each other's differences and 
experiences, and feed off one another's knowledge and 
creativity, while re- 
specting all voices. Y@V JXJWE J- fl 
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hills, hollows, creeks, 
caves and gardens in 
oh-so-scenic Tennes- 
see. At last year's con- 
ference, we worked on mak- 
ing the space accessible. We will 
provide outdoor camping space, with 
a limited amount of indoor beds for 
people with special needs. We will serve 
three vegan meals a day, provide professional 
childcare and an American Sign Language interpreter will be 
available. In order to provide adequate accommodations, 
pre-registration is required. 

For more information, contact Plan Z, POB 8462, Colum- 
bus, OH 43201; (301) 529-2355; planz@ziplip.com; 
planz2002.tripod.com. 


Austin Anarchist Black Cross 
Literature Catalog 

Austin ABC has more than 80 pamphlets, zines and 
publications available covering a wide range of topics, 
including prison issues, community autonomy, women 
in prison, anarchist history and theory, animal libera- 
tion, feminism and the Black Liberation Army. Tapes, 
patches, t-shirts and posters are also available. All litera- 
ture is 100 percent free to prisoners and available to 
those on the outside for reasonable rates. For a catalog, 
write to Austin ABC, POB 19733, Austin, TX 78760; 
austinabc_@hotmail.com. 


It’s Time For a New 
Anarchist Cookbook 

It's time for a new anarchist cookbook. Not for making 
food or bombs, silly— this one's for activities. We're 
putting together a collection of how-to pieces on every- 
thing from tabling and wheatpasting to street confron- 
tations and more unusual endeavors. The idea is to 
compile information from experienced "activists" (ugh, 
what a terrible word!) and place it in the hands of, well, 
everyone else! 

We've posted some sample recipes on our website in 
hopes that everyone who knows more about this stuff, or 
has some other perspective, will tell us what we've 
forgotten to include. 

We are also hungry for your contributions. If you have 
a recipe for action that you'd like to share, please do! All 
that we ask is that it be a recipe that you have personally 
taste-tested, if you know what we mean. 

Deadline for submissions: May 2003. For more infor- 
mation or to send submissions, contact POB 4964, 
Louisville, KY 40204; jamie@enemy-combatant.org; 
www.enemy-combatant.org/cookbook.html. 


Allied Media Conference 

June 13-15 • Bowling Green, Ohio 

Corporations that are motivated by profit control most of the news and entertain- 
ment that is available to the public. Luckily, there is a growing movement of people 
publishing truly alternative, independent media in almost every community. 

From June 13-15, hundreds of artists and media makers will convene in Ohio to celebrate 
each other's work and to strengthen alliances. What started as a conference for zine writers 
and small presses has grown into a full weekend devoted to creators and supporters of 
independent radio, music, TV, web, print, movies and more. This year, the conference is 
focused on using independent media to change our world. If you know how to do that or you 
want to learn, you belong at the Allied Media Conference. 

For more information, to register or to find out about low-cost housing, contact Allied Media Conference, POB 1225, 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402; (419) 494-6850; amc@clamormagazine.org; www.alliedmediaprojects.org. 
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Earth First! Northwestern Rendezvous EASTERN FOREST DEFENSE Camp 


May 23-27 • Southern Oregon 

Join us this Memorial Day weekend for the EF! Northwest 
Regional Rendezvous in the Klamath-Siskiyou mountains 
in southern Oregon. It'll be a weekend of education, action 
and fun as we get ready to face a heated Summer of forest 
defense in the Pacific Northwest. The NW Rendezvous is 
the official kick off of Cascadia Summer. 

The weekend will be full of workshops, strategy sessions and 
skillshares including climbing and ropes, natural medicine 
and birth control, global justice, coalition building, prison 


June 16-23 • Southeast Ohio 

Calling all people ready to act on behalf of our great 
Eastern forests! 

In this training camp, we will focus on our evolving arsenal 
of nonviolent direct action tactics. We are looking for folks 
from the Northwoods (Great Lakes and New England), Cen- 
tral Appalachia, Southern Appalachia (Katuah!), the Great 
Coastal Swamps, the Piedmont, the Pine Barrens, the Allegh- 
eny (Cumberland) Plateau, the Ozarks and the Midwest to 
join us in southeast Ohio as we share skills, techniques and 


support, primitive skills, Siskiyou geobiology, wilderness/ 
city medic, legal, corporate campaigning, nonviolence 
and so on. 

The Klamath-Siskiyou is one of the most biologi- 
cally diverse and geologically complex regions in the 
world. Straddling the border of northern California 
and southern Oregon, this bioregion is home to the 
largest intact blocks of roadless wildlands remaining 
on the West Coast. 

For specific site information or any other questions, 
contact Mazama Forest Defense, (541) 482-2640; 
mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org; 
www.mazam^forestdefense.org. 



ideas for defending our forests. 

Planned workshops include: tree- 
sits and tree climbing, structural 
climbing, blockades (including tri- 
pods and bipods), field kitchens, 
field survival, communications, ban- 
ner making, campaign strategy, me- 
dia messaging, police and actions, 
security culture, movement in 
woods, local flora, fauna, lore and 
more! For more information, visit 
www.athenscommons.org/ 
actioncamp. 


Massasauga Earth First! Action Camp • June 13-15* Michigan 

Come out and get prepared to fight for the water and land that surrounds us! The weekend will be filled with skill 
sharing, workshops, strategy sessions and networking opportunities. Skill sharing workshops will include: blockade 
techniques, climbing and other action how-to's. We hope to spawn a Summer of hell for those corporations who are 
desecrating the Earth through the theft of the water, such as the ice Mountain Water Bottling Plant. We are also focusing 
on the Detroit Water Department, which is denying people access to water and moving toward privatization, 
lor more information, contact POB 44172, Detroit, Ml 48212; (313) 410-4155; massasauagaef@yahoo.com. 



Mattole Forest 
Defenders Release 
New Videos 


For the past three years, the Mattole 
Forest Defenders (MFD) have 
struggled against Maxxam/Pacific Lumber's 


(PL) logging of the largest privately owned old- 
growth Douglas fir forest in California. 


Throughout the Mattole campaign, a diversity of tactics 
have been utilized, including on-the-ground interfer- 
ence, road blockades, treesitting, worker outreach, equip- 
ment lockdowns, banner hangs and more. 

There are two new action packed and informative 
videos about the Mattole campaign. Mattole Resistance 
2002 is a 20 minute documentary of the past year's 
actions. The other video is the five minute Mattole Alert, 
A Call to Action. To get a hold of these videos or to join the 
resistance, contact Mattole Forest Defense, (707) 825- 
6598; mattoleforest@ziplip.com. 


Green Anarchist Gathering 
July 10-13, 2003 • Pennsylvania 

Join us for a green anarchist gathering this Summer in 
Pennsylvania. The gathering will have two focuses: teach- 
ing wilderness skills, and giving a contextual and practical 
basis for green anarchist theory/action. 

It is important for green anarchists to have our own 
convergences instead of having a few workshops at other 
gatherings. We are hoping that the conference will foster 
detailed discussion, debate and experience. However, this 
conference is not for "green anarchists only." We hope 
people will take this chance to learn more about wilderness 
skills, the green anarchist critiques and to develop stronger 
alliances to further insurrectionary action. 

We are currently taking any help we can get. We are in 
desperate need of funds, equipment, a field kitchen, pub- 
licity, people who can help with skills workshops, ideas for 
discussions, organizers and any suggestions. 

For more information, contact Black and Green, POB 
835, Greensburg, PA 15601; bandgnet@yahoo.com; 
www.blackandgreen.org/gath.html. 
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Earth First! 
Directory 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751 

smartMeme project 

2553 Bryant, San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 722-1846; smartmeme@riseup.net 

Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 


foothills@katuah.org 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

1L 60622 

azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

tworiversef@doityourself.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence, 

MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48232 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Lost Cause Collective 
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 


(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 
wanderingaia@onebox.com 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluence / St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF ! /Wild Rockies Review 
(406) 961-0171; dinswyrd@yahoo.com 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 
NEW IERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 7 7 7-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 
croatanef@ziplip.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 

katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 

Uwharrie Earth First! 

4433 ELG Road, Efland, NC 27243 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 
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Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@ecologyfund.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Mazama Forest Defense 
1257 Siskiyou Blvd 1158, Ashland, OR 
97520 

(541) 482-2640; 
mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

Wild Tennessee EF! 

WildTennessee@aol.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PO Box 66282 Houston, TX 77006 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

WASHINGTON 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

WISCONSIN 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, WI 
54481 

Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


Please send address changes to: 


INTERNATIONAL 

www.eco-action.org/ef 

AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
www.animalliberation.net 


THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International / 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Road, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234 52 25 45 29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 


EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "Unitetl Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general 
news from the UK, contact: 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtpfe'yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 321-9811; mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St, 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel I.indinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 12045 
Berlin, Germany 

manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 461 l,TeI-Avlv, 61046 
972 (0)3 516 2349 






POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne, 

"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla, 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefiense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 


Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747 -8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 
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Standing Our Ground 

• Northern California focus 
in a global context 

• Ecological and social 
justice 

• Reliable reporting 

• Striking artwork 

v : V \\ ' J • Elegant design 

v For subscription and contact infor- 
l* motion, please visit our website at 
- '^^T*^***^** 1 www.ecologycenter.org, email 
-Gary Snyde rvSfeiTa subs@ecologycenter.org, or call 

(S10) S48-2220 x230. 

Art by Tom Killion 


Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

Or return this coupon for a 
free sample issue 

Asheville Global Report 
PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 


ferafne Trial Issoe- 
Wslt Us On The web 


www.emagazKne.com 


magazine 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 


Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 


FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


have no idea 
what you're missing. 

find out now ... 
subscribe for $18 to receive 
si* issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online: 

www.clamormagazine org 


*1 


III 


ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT 


$30 year membership 
(4 issues + member pack) 
other rates available 


www.carbusters.org 


If You're Concerned About 
the Future of Our Planet-. 


You Should Be Beading. 


no 


Magazine and Resource Center 


Critiquing car culture, exploring 
positive alternatives and linking up the 
international activist movement. 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and 
get top-quality service, competitive rates and the satis- 
P *5P*'S. faction of knowing that five 
Jlfip” Ifc J percent of your bill goes to 
this enviro-rag each 
- month. To sign up, con- 

y tact (510) 644-2778; 


...... x , — - — . . 

J SteveCa1ntemetAddress.com. 


The Tarfh First! Journal has an ope.nirg.or our editorial col lee-tive. 

It could be you... 

Our ideal editor will have publishing experience, pounds of 
patienee, eowipvfer literacy, editingSkMIs 
and a Sense of humor. A motivated, 
hard-working, individual is required. 'tpS/W 

Contact Us to Find Out More... fff\y 

POB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702 Iff ^ 

(520)620-6900 Iff m 

collectivc@carthfirstjournal.org (Jf ’ 


CAR T^uste^i 
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13 tracks of > - 
wicSfed . -ood acoustic 
^ punk /folk ? toyrai^l||| 
e liberation ar.d an 
l end to the^ strangle 
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A monthly magazine of 
vegetarianism, environmentalism, 
animal advocacy and social justice 


“Satya is provocative, entertaining, and intelligent reading... 
You don 1 have to be an activist to pick Satya up, but you 
might be one by the time you put it down. ” 

— Ingrid Newkirk, President, PETA 

“Satya shines as a light of sanity, compassion and 
healing. ..guiding us through the madness toward 
a thriving, just, and sustainable way of life for all. " 
—John Robbins, Author The Food Revolution, 
and Diet For A New America 


Visit www.satyamag.com 

or call 718-832-9557 


NEW! 
Subscribe \ 
Online 


$15 per year 
for a subscription 


POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal I 


40 MW CP W/ 

E00KL6T OF LYRIC© 
MP REALLY COOL ART 
$0- roe TA&E RAIP 


to owe r, eeup 

WELL COHCe ALEC 
CASH TO: 

MATUKAL 

PIMTBM 

ro to* iw\ 

rORTLMO, ME 
mt-nw 


[THRESHOLDS 

the movement magazine of the Student Environmental Action Coalition >"J2 ; 

SEAC is a student and youth run I s *. g! 
and led nat'l network of progressive ^ 
grassroots organizations and 
individuals whose aim is to uproot yH^o-E 
environmental injustices through -5r 
action and education. We define the £ ° “'ll 
environment to include the-g- j 
physical, economic, political, and 
cultural conditions in which we live. ^ 5 


‘The proof isn’t in the pudding.’ 1 
- MT Gov. Judy Martz 


Fight Montana’s anti-buffalo 
pudding industry with these 
peroxide bleached organic 
cotton T-shirts! 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
Colors: sage, blue, natural 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957 W. Yellowstone, MT 59758 

406.646.0070 fax: 406.646.0071 

order securely online: 


ler securely online: ^ (shirt design) 

www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/teez.html 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 


POB 3023 
Tticson AZ 85702 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


Name. 


Address . 


City, State, Zip. 
Tel. 


.Country. 


Email. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

Q)Send me a free 20th Anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 
# 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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WTO Biotech in Sacramento 

Mobilizing for Food, Forests, Land and Freedom! 


by Lula 

From June 23-25, the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
will be stopping in Sacramento, California, on the way to its 
summit meeting in Cancun, Mexico. During the Sacra- 
mento Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural 
Science and Technology, US Secretary of Agriculture and 
former Monsanto attorney, Ann Veneman, will highlight 
the importance of chemicals, irradiation and biotechnology 
in the global food supply. 

Trade, agriculture, science, technology, environment and 
health ministers from all the member nations of the WTO, as 
well as US congresspeople and industry experts are invited to 
attend the exclusive Sacramento event. In response, a call to 
action is being sounded for people from the US to 
converge on Sacramento. Disrupting the meeting is 
a strategic move for a democratic and ecologically 
sound future. 

Biotech and food companies are currently 
peddling wares like biopharmaceuticals (plants 
with drugs engineered into their genetic 
makeup), irradiated food and genetically engi- 
neered (GE) trees, fish and wheat. These corpo- 
rations will have the opportunity to book 
meetings with key trade and agriculture 
officials. Industry professionals will be 
showcasing their services and products 
at the Technology Expo, which will run 
concurrent with the conference. 

In the past, the WTO has held 
"mini-ministerials" during the 
months leading up to the main 
ministerial summits. This pattern 
is now repeating itself before the fifth WTO ministerial in 
Cancun this September (see EF!f March-April 2003). The 
mini-ministerials use an exclusive and non-transparent 
process to set the agenda for the main WTO meetings, 
thus giving corporations and countries from the global 
North the upperhand. 

Although the Sacramento meeting is not being touted as an 
official mini-ministerial, its purpose is clearly aligned with the 
agenda of the WTO Cancun meetings. Agricultural trade 
liberalization under the Agreement on Agriculture has become 
one of the most contentious issues of the WTO. US and 
European Union agriculture subsidies are distorting the market 
and flooding developing countries with cheap food that 
competes with locally grown crops. The internal discord 
within the WTO over these subsidies, as well as negligent 
regulations regarding GE crops, could be the linchpin to 
derailing the whole WTO process. 

The Agreement on Agriculture is understood by many 
movements in the global South as one of the most egregious 
elements of the WTO because it impacts decisions on workers, 
land, water use, food and forests. Industrial timber harvesting, 
pesticide spraying, cash-crop export models of food produc- 
tion and genetic engineering have had enormous negative 


consequences on poor people and the Earth. Industrial agricul- 
ture is riddled with mythologies that misdiagnose the world 
hunger problem as being an issue of quantity rather than 
distribution. The process of industrial agriculture is claimed to 
be cheap and healthy, when in fact it is heavily subsidized and 
broadly undertested. The plague of pesticides is now com- 
pounded by GE crops and the corporate ownership of patents 
on life forms, which are proliferating via free trade and US aid. 

The African nations of Mozambique and Zambia recently 
refused US food aid because the grain could not be guaranteed 
to be GE-free. This comes after traditional strains of maize in 
southern Mexico were found to be contaminated with GE 
com last year. Mexico is the global center of maize diversity, 
where it has been cultivated for millennia. Now, because the 
North American Free Trade Agreement has al- 
lowed GE com from the US to flood Mexico, 
the planet's wellspring of com varieties is 
threatened by GE contamination. All com 
that is grown in Mexico is now unfit for sale 
in the EU, due to the strong European 
movement against GE crops. It is clear that 
agricultural issues have put the WTO on 
very shaky ground. One of the most im- 
portant deadlines in global agriculture trade 
negotiations passed in March without 
coming to an agreement. Leading nego- 
tiators admitted frustration and sug- 
gested that the missed deadline could 
disrupt the WTO Cancun agenda. 

Blocking the Road to 
WTO Cancun 

The Sacramento ministerial is a 
strategic opportunity for social and environmental move- 
ments to stop trade liberalization and new trade agreements 
from being implemented, such as the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement and the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 
While mass protest and mobilization will surely manifest in 
Cancun, it is important to remember that WTO Cancun is not 
an isolated target. Points of power and influence — such as the 
Sacramento meeting — must be identified leading up to the 
Cancun ministerial and beyond. In Sacramento, we can 
confront the policymakers. A strong presence of resistance 
will have enormous repercussions on all trade agreements. 

As I write this, small-scale organic farmers, parents, students, 
elders, local business people and peace activists are planning to 
take to the streets during the Sacramento ministerial. Come 
join us! For more information, check out www.biodev.org; 
www.fas.usda.gov/icd/stconf/conf_main.htm. For protest de- 
tails, tune into West Coast Independent Media Centers, 
www.sf.indymedia.org; www.portland.indymedia.org; 
www.rogueimc.org. 

Lula is a concerned and active resident of Cascadia. She was 
recently in southern Mexico at a time when a campesino union 
busted down the doors of the Mexican Congress on horseback, 
burning sombreros in protest of new NAFTA regulations. 
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Stenciling 

Basics: 

1. Starting materials: 
this image copied onto 
cardstock, an Exacto 
knife and a can of 
spray paint. 

2. Cut the stencil out. 
The key to doing this 
well is practice. Make 
a trial print on paper. 

3. Wear clothes that 
don't stand out and 
that have big pockets 
to hold a can of paint. 

4. Next you need 
something to carry 
your stencil in: a 
folded up newspaper, 
pizza box, bag, etc. 



5. Early evening and 
late at night are good times to 
work. Most likely, by the time 
anyone figures out what you 
are doing, you'll be gone. Don't 
stay on the same street for too long. 


6. Have a partner be on 
the lookout for cops. 

A boy/girl pair can be 
good cuz you can look 
like an innocent couple. 


7. The most important 
guideline is to start out 
small. Stick to sidestreet 
before stenciling on offic 
buildings. Go for it! 


Daily Planet Publishing - Earth First! 
POB 3023 
Tucson AZ 85702 
USA 


Address Service Requested 



A red check mark means your subscription has expired. Time to renew. 


Periodicals 

Pending 






Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Yael, Puck, Sprig, Samantha, and Turtle, eds., Earth First! 23, no. 5 
(1 July 2003). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, 
Multimedia Library. http://www.enviromnentandsociety.Org/node/7 1 94 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 


4 



o 74470 83085 6 


We the Swill Children • Military Use of Animals ■ Police Repression Explodes • Will Wolves Survive? 






RECALL OF THE WILD 


Lugnasadh July- August 2003 


The /feafrca/Environmental Journal 



Innards 

the Strength in Vulnerability 3 

Victory in the Headwaters Forest 6 

Eric Schatz & Pacific Lumber vs. EF! Continued 7 

Collateral Damage: Endangered Species Face Fall-out 8 

Bush Undermines Critical Habitat 9 

Will the Wolf Survive? 10 



Mexican Gray Wolves Endure Struggle 11 

Food Fight: the World Agricultural Forum 12 

Police Crackdown in St. Louis 13 

A Declaration for Biosafety and Food Security 13 

Lessons from Biodevastation 7 14 

Newmont Gold: Creating Destruction with Every Ounce... 15 

Challenging Corporate Conventions Worldwide 16 

the Plight of Animals in the Military 18 

Entering Vandenberg Air Force Base 20 

Vieques Activists Oust US Military 22 

Albany Residents Derail Asphalt Plant 24 

Coal-Fired Plant Proposed in Four Corners 25 

the Angel of Death 26 

What We Learned in Molokai 30 

_ the Evils of the Cruise Ship Industry 31 

T** Blank Wall: Radical Legal Defense 33 

Remembering Henry Stuart Hutto 37 

We the Swill Children 40 

Native Youth Resistance 44 

, Native Youth Movement Homes Raided 45 

f) SHAG Office Raided 46 

the FBI has Nothing on Me 47 

tjrrHH Grand Jury Looks to Fresno State 47 

' An Open Letter to the FBI 48 

FBI Steps Up Repression of Indiana Activists.. 48 

^ the Empire's Shadow 49 

Anna Mae Haunts the FBI 51 

SViUBK- 

r Pacifism and Pathology in the American Left. ..54 

W V ideo Revolution: Unleashing Activist V ideo 56 

A Trilogy of New Video Reviews 57 

Buffalo Stampede Stomps on DC 64 

the End of Wilderness 64 


Sections 

DearSFB...4 Bare Bones.. .21 Frontlines.. .26 Wolves and Poodles.. .32 Fauna 
Cabala.. .37 Armed With Visions.. .38 Blast from the Past.. .42 Ask an EF! 
Lawyer.. .50 Prisoner Support Pages.. .52 Environmental News of the Weird.. .55 
Announcements... 58 Subscription Form.. .61 EF! Directory.. .62 





Staying Alive 
in a World of Lies 




I lost three friends ^P*®**^ 

this past year. Each time % 

I learned of another 
friend's passing, I 
thought about how 
much I take for 
granted. I hold onto the memories of 
the past and the special gifts that my 
friends shared in the time we spent 
together. My friends' deaths have led 
me to contemplate my own mortal- 
ity, and how it's 

a miracle that . . 

any of us are still 1 hose who te 
alive in this hu- 
man-mutated by destructive 
world of asphalt 

and lies. governmental 

As much as I 

grieve my loss, I hope in this is 
realize that it is 

nothing com- the many pec 
pared to the ex- ' 1 

tinction of entire themselves of 
species, which is 

what the planet £ Ig ht another ( 

is facing today. o 

It's nothing com- 
pared to entire native cultures being 
displaced in the name of "progress." 
It's nothing compared to the daily 
assaults on animals in laboratories or 
to the killing of 500-year-old trees. 

This issue of the Journal is indicative 
of the ongoing onslaught against ev- 
erything wild — from the weakening 
of critical habitat laws to the devastat- 
ing effects of coal plants and the 
military's use of animals. The Journal 
cuts no corners and makes no bones 
about bringing light to the latest battles 


waged against 
Mother Earth. 

Those who 
IPtlillii feel discouraged 
by destructive 
corporate and 
governmental 
forces can find 
tfr hope in this issue's 

stories of the many people 
who dust themselves off and go 
on to fight another day. 

"Pray for the dead and fight like 
hell for the living, " Mother Jones once 
said. I believe this quote encompasses 
more than just humans. It's also about 
dead trees. It's about the animals that 
die after drink- 
j , ing water pol- 

el discouraged luted by the 

nearest factory, 
corporate and It's about de- 

pleted aquifers, 
forces can find The spirit lives 

on in those of us 
Sue’s stories of who still roam 

this planet. And 
Iple who dust SO should the de- 

r sire to do what- 

: and SO on to ever it takes to put 

° the Earth first. 

l- v We are the few, 

' ’ the lucky, the liv- 

ing. We are the 
ones left to save what's left. I hear a lot 
of debate about tactics, and I still be- 
lieve that each person must discover 
the best tactic for themselves. Listen 
to the still, strong voice within, and 
you will know what you must do. We 
have a place for a variety of skills in 
this movement, so there's no excuse 
not to get out there. What can you do 
today that will still be a benefit to the 
Earth when you’re dead and gone? 
Make it count. 

— Yael 


Those who feel discouraged 
by destructive corporate and 
governmental forces can find 
hope in this issue’s stories of 
the many people who dust 
themselves off and go on to 
fight another day. 
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The Strength in Vulnerability 


"When I'm sufficiently upset about something, I'm going to put 
my body out there to try and stop it," explains Dot Fisher-Smith. 

Since the protests against the Vietnam War in the 1960s, Dot has 
resisted injustice and engaged in civil disobedience. She has risked 
physical injury and imprisonment in order to oppose nuclear 
weapons and defend forests. Today, at the age of 75, Dot is as strong 
and committed to stopping the destruction of the Earth as ever. 

"Beginnings" is the name given to a 440-year-old Douglas fir tree 
that was cut down in Oregon this Spring. In May, a dozen activists 
traveled to the Mr. Wilson Timber Sale in the Bureau of Land 
Management's Medford district. They found what remained of 
Beginnings and cut a cross-section of the stump. It took 10 people 
all the strength they could muster to roll the six-foot, 500-pound 
slice through the unyarded clearcut. 

Forest defenders are now touring the communities of Cascadia 
with the massive piece of Beginnings. The centuries-old tree 
speaks for itself. It is a striking illustration of how the US govern- 
ment and logging companies are managing the last wild areas on 
public lands. 

There can be strength in vulnerability. At first glance, both Dot 
and Beginnings appear to be naked and exposed. Powerless. How- 
ever, Dot's expression and body language tell otherwise. She is 
resolved. She is strong. Likewise, Beginnings has become a symbol 
of hope where there was once only despair. 

There is strength in being flesh, blood and bone, grounded on 
the Earth. Our opponents have the power of their greed and 
machinery. They need bulldozers, dynamite, concrete and dams 
to control the Earth. They need laws, prisons, guns and tanks to 
keep people from rising up. We have ourselves, each other and the 
power of the Earth. And we have the ability to fight back, 
creatively and effectively, driven by our love and rage. 



There is strength in being 
flesh , blood and bone , grounded 
on the Earth 


Since May, groups and individuals, as part of Cascadia 
Summer, have been busy using direct action, outreach and 
legal work to keep old-growth forests from being logged. 
Here are some of the early highlights: 

•On May 22, forest defenders from the Klamath Salmon 
Action Group of northern California and the Ashland, 
Oregon-based Mazama Forest Defenders erected three treesits 
in the Glassups Timber Sale. The timber sale is located on 
the Salmon River within the Klamath National Forest in 
northern California. 

The treesits aimed to 
stop Columbia Heli- 
copters from logging 
and clearcutting the area. After a few days, federal agents 
closed the road leading to the treesits and detained support- 
ers to starve out the treesitters. After two weeks, the three 
treesitters voluntarily came down and were arrested. 

•On May 28, BMC West, one of the largest retail lumber 
chains, was the subject of protests in eight cities. Activists 
demanded that the company stop purchasing wood from 
the US, Chile and Canada . BMC's suppliers include Roseburg 
Forest Products, Freres Lumber and Weyerhauser. 


•The Cascadia Forest Alliance, based in Portland, Or- 
egon, set up a new treesit in the Mt. Hood National Forest 
at the end of May. The Solo Timber Sale, which encom- 
passes 157 acres of old-growth forest, was scheduled to be 
cut by Freres Lumber beginning June 1. However, 
that morning it was discovered that a trench had been 
dug through a logging road leading into the sale. 
The road was also blocked in several places by large 
piles of logs and brush. Activists speculate that the work 

may have been done 
by a giant mole or a 
freak windstorm. 
•At the Straw Devil 
Timber Sale in the Willamette National Forest near Eugene, 
Oregon, a newly formed women's group is working to 
protect the forests while confronting sexual oppression 
within the environmental movement. Since March, two 
treesits have been established at Straw Devil, where logging 
is expected to begin in July. 

For more information or to get involved in Cascadia 
Summer, contact Cascadia Forest Alliance, (503) 241-4979; 
cascadiasummer@riseup.net; www.cascadiasummer.org. 


CASCADIA SUMMER BEGINS 
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Dear S#%! for Brains: Letters to the Editors 


Dear EF!, 

I was glad to read the en- 
couraging article and artwork 
in your May-June 2003 issue. 
Graffiti is one of the last forms 
of free speech that everyone 
can afford and access. 

Solidarity! 

— Masuko 

Hey Companeras, 

For years I have chuckled at 
Utah Phillips’ adage: "The 
Earth is not dying, it's being 
killed. And the people doing 
the killing have names and 
phone numbers." So it was 
with a beaming smile and lust- 
ful delight that I opened the 
latest copy of the Journal to 
see a photo of a corporate 
criminal (Climber Eric) com- 
plete with his home phone 
number and address. Can you 
please make this a regular fea- 
ture in your magazine? Maybe 
each issue display 5-100 cor- 
porate criminals with their 
photos, list of their crimes, 
where they live and their 
phone numbers? I'm sure we 
can all make creative use of 
this valuable information. 

Thanks, 

— Pippi the Rat 

Editors' note: The Journal 
has run a "Most Wanted 
Ecoterrorists " column in the past 
and would be happy to again. 
Please contact us with ideas and 
information you'd like to see in 
t/iejournal, including the names 
and addresses of any corporate 
criminals. We'll print it. 

Dear SFB, 

I have some concerns with 
the content of the Earth First! 
Journal. In the last issue, you 
printed a person's home 


address, stating that there is 
a direct action campaign 
being mounted against 
him that will not re- 
quire a nonvio- 
lence training. 
Let me be 
clear. I am not 
a pacifist. I am 
an avid proponent of prop- 
erty destruction, and I even 
think that violence is some- 
times necessary. But printing 
a home address in a widely- 
published periodical just 
doesn't seem right. Are you 
prepared to accept responsi- 
bility for any action based on 
the printing of this address? I 
love trees just as much as the 
rest of them, but I don't want 
to see anybody physically hurt 
if it is avoidable. It seems that 
Climber Eric has already had 
his home and insurance com- 
pany visited. What would be 
the purpose of further, poten- 
tially violent, encounters with 
him? How would it help save 
the forest? 

Next, the Journal prints an 
article stating that a snitch is 
"no longer entitled to basic 
expectations of safety," and 
that it is therefore "righteous 
to hurt them, burn down 
their house, or do similar 
naughty things to them." 
That "it would be within the 
range of ethical behavior to 
break a snitch's knees with a 
baseball bat.” I don’t think it 
is ever righteous to hurt any- 
body or break anybody's 
kneecaps, and call me naive, 
but I still believe that every- 
body is entitled to basic ex- 
pectations of safety. I agree 
that snitching is a problem, 
but don't think the threat of 
violence is the best way to 
solve it. Remember, the State 
is much more effective at that 
than we are. 

I just think it's important 
to keep an eye on our long- 
term goals, on helping save 
animals and forests, instead 
of focusing on our own egos. 

I see a lot of muscle-flexing 


and ego in Earth First!, and I 
don't like it. 

— Mountain Goat 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I'd like to make a few 
comments on the article 
"Snitches get Stitches?" (see 
EF!J May-June 2003). First 
and foremost, there should 
be no question mark at the 
end of the title, stitches are 
the least they deserve. Any- 
one who works with a snitch 
(once a snitch always a 
snitch) gets what they de- 
serve if they are that stupid — 
this is not a fucking game. 
Let's get a fucking clue here, 
people. You could end up in 
prison for the rest of your 
lives because some dumb 
punk can't hold his mud. 

On the other hand, we 
can't allow the movement to 
be torn apart by false accusa- 
tions started by morons or 
infiltrators, so it's good that 
people waited for proof be- 
fore denouncing Sherman as 
a snitch. However, now that 
people know for sure, if any- 
one ever accepted him back 
into radical circles knowingly 
and introduced him to me, 
then I'd have to sock them in 
the mouth right after I got 
done handling Sherman. 
Same goes for Justin Samuel. 

Some may think that's un- 
called for, and that's cool 
with me because I don't want 
jackasses who would/could 
jeopardize my security any- 
where within my circle of 
friends. If a "post-snitch" (as 
if there could be such a 
thing) really gives a fuck 
about the Earth, they will 
continue doing actions on 
their own without move- 
ment support. 

Mahonia thinks "the first 
step a snitch needs to take is 
to be fully accountable for 
what they have done." I feel 
their first step should be out 
in front of a bus. 

For Wildness, 

— Critter 


Dear SFB, 

Greetings from the Oregon 
State Pen. I really enjoyed the 
articles on security and 
snitches in the Beltane issue. 
1 have a few things I'd like to 
add, speaking from both good 
and bad experience. 

Before anyone gets involved 
in extreme direct action, they 
must first come to terms with 
the possible consequences. 
This is a must if someone wants 
to be 100 percent effective in 
their actions and remain true 
in prison should they have the 
misfortune of being caught. 

The reality of the situation 
is that once that match is lit, 
you will forever be wanted by 
the cops. Should you be 
caught, you may be in prison 
for many years, and you may 
lose everything you had on 
the "outs." I don't say this to 
dissuade anyone. On the con- 
trary, accepting these things 
will lend you more courage. 
It takes far more strength to 
ride out a prison sentence 
than it does to act. If you 
build that strength inside you, 
you will be more effective in 
action. And should you be 
caught, you will stand as cou- 
rageous a warrior in front of 
the court as you did in the 
dark hours of the night. 

I cannot stress enough how 
important it is to accept these 
possible consequences. I can 
tell you, sitting in that jail 
cell in the beginning, I found 
great strength in the fact that 
this was a sacrifice I willingly 
and knowingly made, and in 
a sense, it took the threat of 
prison away from them. 

Perhaps someday 1 will be 
able to openly speak of my 
experiences. However, until 
then, please consider the fol- 
lowing: whenever possible, 
work alone. If you must work 
with others, keep the number 
as small as possible. Follow 
your instincts. If something 
doesn't feel right, it probably 
isn't. Don't let others convince 
you otherwise or second guess 


Page 4 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2003 




You talked of gangs and hor- is not the answer. They kill 

ror stories. Well, I was one of four, we kill five. Guns were 
those guys at one point in my meant to kill, and they create 
life. I am from Los Angeles, more violence than they are 
And I tell you what, I've seen worth. Look what happened 
many people die. In fact, I'm on 9-11. They killed a couple 
the last one living in my fam- thousand of us, our govern- 
ily. It hurts real bad to watch mentwentoverthereandkilled 
people you love die. Then you 10,000 of them, and it's still 
talk of people whin- 
ing about pepper 
spray and rubber 
bullets. Well let me 
tell ya, lead bullets 
hurt even worse. I 
should know. I've 
been shot eight 
times and stabbed 
1 1 times. Living the 
life of a gun is a hor- 
rible life to live, and 
still to this day, I 
wake up in a bad 
nightmare. The life 
of a gun will haunt you all going on. Guns escalate prob- 
your fucking life. lems, they don't solve them. If 

It's obvious people are dev- you think life is bad now, just 
astated by pepper spray or mb- wait until you raise arms. Your 
her bullets. It's not whining, problems will become tenfold, 

people have their own limits. It's not fun getting shot at, 
Sure the government is or shot. In fact, it is scary as 
fucking shit up, hell, and it's a life I wouldn't 

but picking wish on anyone. I guess that's 

up the gun why or P art °f W ^Y I fight a 

i .Jy different fight today. The 

killing must stop, but pick- 

ing up a gun will only add 

to the killing. Please, ev- 
eryone out there that loves 
life, please — I beg you — do 
WfiW/W not 8° on free's advice. 

1 don't mean to put you 
TiHIsj lS ir down, but your call is unac- 

ceptable, and I still respect the 
things you have done, but not 
your call to violence. If you 
& know me, you’d know I know 

'L'-pM what I’m talking about. Your 

bad day can cost someone 
their life — because you 
know people look 
up to you. 


If anyone out there needs 
to know more, or why pick- 
ing up the gun will be worse, 
please contact me. But please, 
a gun is not the answer. 

Sincerely, 

— Rodney Wade, #38056 
I.M.S.I., A1-31-A 
POB 51, Boise, ID 83707 


yourself. It is better to walk 
away from a sketchy action in 
order to do another than it is 
to get caught. (Trust me on 
this one.) Prior to the action, 
make sure all incriminating 
articles have been disposed of 
in an untraceable location. 

Finally, there is no excuse 
ever to rat on another to save 
your own ass. If you do, then 
you never accepted the seri- 
ous nature of your actions, 
and you are a weak-hearted 
punk who should have never 
been engaged in them in the 
first place. You must be pre- 
pared to walk the path of dark- 
ness alone. That is what it 
means to be a warrior. If I'd 
opened my mouth, I'd be out 
in three more years. Instead, I 
kept it shut and pulled 22. 

Now, I'm counting on the 
actions of others. Save our 
planet, people. Bring free- 
dom, justice and equality to 
all. And if you have time, get 
me and all the other political 
prisoners/prisoners of war out 
of prison. The first shot has 
already been fired, my friends. 
Unless we have more warriors 
out there fighting, v.e are go- 
ing to lose this war. It is that 
simple. Strength and courage 
to you all. 

Onward to victory, 


Dear Brains, 

Last Summer, I 
joined the elite, hap- 
less corps of Earth 
warriors who have 
suffered legal action 
for defending Ma 
Nature. Our peace 
was shattered when 
a wealthy redneck 
sued my hubby and 
me for stopping him 
from diverting a 
spring on our prop- 
erty to a new cow pasture. 

We are cautiously optimis- 
tic about the outcome, but it's 
a long, long, costly battle. And 
considering what passes for 
justice these days, we're also 
quite apprehensive. So I'm 
wondering, do any Journal 
readers know of a support 
group for enviros forced to 
endure such ordeals? 

We searched in vain for a 
group or individual who 
would help save a rare, 
ungrazed, old-growth riparian 
area in the eastern Sierras. Most 
of the threatened land is in a 
California Fish and Game 
wildlife refuge, but the state is 
unwilling to defend its own 
water rights because there are 
no fish in the stream. We're 
having to scrape up thousands 
of dollars for a lawyer, in a 
backwater where money's 
hard to come by. 

In other words, we're on our 
own here and badly in need of 
advice and/or encouragement! 
A nightmare like this endan- 
gers one's sanity, happiness 
and in our case, our dream of 
saving land forwildlife. Ifthere 
isn't a support network for sued 
Earth defenders, there should 
be. Anyone who has ever suf- 
fered a similar fate and can 
share some words of wisdom is 
implored to email me. 

— Leslie Lyon 
desertnymph9 9 9@yahoo .com 
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Please limit "DearSFB " submissions 
to 300 words. Like this one... 


Dear Earth Second after my Nikes, 

Raise your sub rates and lose your customers. 
What part of that didn’t you understand? 
Enjoy the mall! + Wal-mart, 

—Anonymous 


Dear SFB, r jMi m 

I have a prob- * 

lem out of your ' \ 

March-April 2003 
issue on statements jMk 
made by "Free." 

Free, I’ve known who 
you are even before you 
got busted, and I have J 

respected most of what M 

you say until now! 

You talk of picking 
up the gun and mak- i|| 

ing a call for violence. ® 

Well, you have some * 
nerve. I can't believe you’d 
want to send people into a 
deadly battle. I need to ask 
you: How many people have 
youshot?Or how many people 
have you watched die before 
your eyes or in your arms? If 
you have had this experience, 
you wouldn't be talking this 
shit, homeboy. 





Victory in the Headwaters Forest 

Court Rules Against Pacific Lumber Permits 


BY YAEL 

On May 19, environmentalists celebrated a stunning 
victory over Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) when lawyers 
from the Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) and the Sierra Club prevailed in a complex lawsuit 
that challenged the tenets of the Headwaters Forest deal. 
Humboldt County Superior Judge John Golden indicated 
that he would strike down PL's Sustained Yield Plan, 
Incidental Take Permits and permits to alter streambeds. 

Golden ruled that the California Department of Forestry 
(CDF) and the California Department of Fish and Game failed 
to follow the law in granting these permits to PL. He further 
determined that the state of California failed to consider 
evidence or conduct an environmental review consistent 
with the California Environmental Quality Act. Golden's 
decision will become final after a hearing on June 30. 


The Headwaters Forest deal, finalized on March 1, 1999, 
was a multi-part agreement. State and federal agencies paid 
PL $380 million dollars and in return, the public got title to 
7,500 acres. This included the 3,000-acre Headwaters grove, 
in addition to a 3,500-acre buffer. At the time, Headwaters 
was the largest unprotected old-growth redwood forest in 
the world, with trees that reached 2,000 years old. PL 
received permits to log its remaining 211,000 acres. It was 
these permits that the court recently rejected. 

"Under these permits, PL logged more than 30,000 acres, 
including more than 600 acres of old-growth forest," said 
Cynthia Elkins, programs director for EPIC. "Not in our 
lifetime can we restore those 1,500-year-old redwoods." 

EPIC and the Sierra Club filed their lawsuit in April 1999, 
challenging the legality and soundness of the Headwaters 
deal. A parallel lawsuit was filed at the same time by the 
United Steelworkers of America, representing locked-out 
workers from Kaiser Aluminum — a sub- 
sidiary of Maxxam. The union's lawsuit 



challenged the Sustained Yield Plan on 
the grounds that PL's logging plans 
weren't sustainable for the local 
economy, jobs or watersheds. Although 
these lawsuits were tiled four years ago, 
they were not heard until March. The 
union also expects a favorable hearing. 

"We believe that both jobs and a 
sustainable environment can be 
achieved in Humboldt County but 
not if regulators bend over backward 
to let PL strip every tree off of the 
hillsides," said Dave Foster of the 
United Steelworkers of America. "This 
decision proves that labor and envi- 
ronmental coalitions can hold corpo- 


The following permits have allowed PL to mow down the residual habitat of the 
critically endangered marbled murrelet and have given the company the green light 
to engage in an unsustainable rate of logging. 


The Sustained Yield Plan (SYP) 
issued by the California Department 
of Forestry (CDF). The SYP regulates 
how many board feet of timber PL can 
log each year and is projected for 120 
years. The court found that at the 
time of the permit's approval, no SYP 
document was actually in existence. 

The Incidental Take Permits is- 
sued by the California Department 
of Fish and Game (CDFG). One per- 
mit authorized PL to destroy nesting 
habitat used by the endangered 


marbled murrelet, a small sea bird, 
and to kill or harm up to 340 indi- 
viduals. CDFG also permitted the 
harming of other protected species 
and provided assurances that no ad- 
ditional protection would be required 
for species that were not listed as 
threatened or endangered at the time. 

The Streambed Alteration Permit 
(Sec 1603) issued by CDFG. This per- 
mit allows PL to build roads across 
creeks and rivers, as well as to con- 
duct activity in and near watercourses. 


rations accountable." 

This win vindicates the many people 
who have opposed PL's logging of en- 
dangered species habitat and fragile 
watersheds. Opposition has ranged 
from sitting in trees to bringing testi- 
mony to agencies, occupying offices 
and a myriad of other forest defense 
tactics. The victory also gives support 
to Humboldt County district attorney 
Paul Gallegos' current lawsuit against 
PL, charging fraud in its negotiations 
of the Headwaters deal. 

For more information, contact EPIC, 
POB 397, Garberville, CA 95542; (707) 
923-2931; www.wildcalifornia.org. 

Yael enjoys making weird concoctions 
in the kitchen and harvesting rainwater. 
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Eric Schatz and Pacific Lumber 

vs. EF!, the People and the Forest 


Throughout April and May, Pacific Lumber (PL) climber 
Eric Schatz continued his violent removal of treesitters from 
the Freshwater Creek area in northern California (see EF!J 
May-June 2003). One incident involved the near death of a 
protester who was hung over the edge of his treesit platform 
and restrained by one of Schatz's climbers. The climber 
stood on the treesitter's shoulders while Schatz hogtied him. 

In late May, female forest defenders attempted to serve 
Schatz, who has a history of domestic violence, with a 
subpoena in a sexual harassment lawsuit. The 
women allege that Schatz is guilty of sexual 
harassment during the Freshwater treesit evic- 
tions. When they arrived at Schatz's home with 
court papers in hand, Schatz blockaded the 
women in his driveway, physically threatened 
them and called the police. One activist was 
arrested when she refused to provide her name to 
Humboldt County Sheriff's deputies. 

In response to the evictions of Freshwater 
treesitters and the continuing public opposition 
to old-growth logging, PL's parent company, 

Maxxam, hired a public relations firm to orches- 
trate a smear campaign complete with newspa- 
per, television and radio ads. The ads, which 
began running on April 7, target forest activists 
and treesitters, in particular Rod Coronado. 

PL has accused Humboldt County forest de- 
fenders of "ecoterrorism," referring to their non- 
violent actions as "not your average milk and 
cookies activism to save mother nature." It at- 
tributes Coronado's presence in Humboldt County 
to the protests targeting Eric Schatz Tree Service. 

Coronado responded to the ads by stating that 
in more than 15 years of Earth First! opposition 
to PL's logging practices, it has been PL contrac- 
tors and employees, such as Schatz, who have 
engaged in physical attacks and intimidation. 

"This kind of attack on free speech should 
send chills to those who believe in our constitu- 
tional rights. Corporations like PL would love 
nothing more than to silence outspoken critics who his- 
torically serve a vital role in effecting positive social and 
environmental change in our society," said Coronado. 

In May, more than 60 doctors, lawyers, city council 
members, clergy and local residents signed a letter calling 
on PL President Robert Manne and Maxxam CEO Charles 
Hurwitz to "stop producing media material claiming that 
civil disobedience is an act of terrorism." 

The letter continued, "You should realize that instead of 
becoming divided, we are being drawn together in our 
concern over your effort to split our community apart." 

Meanwhile, much of PL's logging in the Freshwater 
watershed has been completed. Only six of the original 22 


treesits remain, standing alone in a virtual clearcut. Less 
than five percent of the original Freshwater forest remains. 

In total, more than 75 arrests were made during the 
evictions of treesitters this Spring. PL has filed harassment 
lawsuits against upward of 40 of those forest defenders, 
seeking damages for interference with its logging operations. 

Despite the fall of Freshwater, forest defenders are calling 
for a renewed campaign against PL and Maxxam. There are 
still treesits on Gypsy Mountain and approved timber sales 


in the Mattole watershed that require defense. Until PL's 
permits allowing the killing of endangered species can be 
rescinded, activists are needed to protect old-growth for- 
ests on PL property. PL is notorious for disobeying court 
orders that are supposed to prevent it from logging, and 
direct action is more necessary now than ever before. 

In addition to the Earth First! actions in the forest, the 
Houston, Texas-based organization Children of Earth is 
calling on activists from around the country to organize 
local campaigns against the distributors of PL products. To 
find a list of PL distributors in your area, visit www.palco.com. 

For more information, contact North Coast EF!, (707) 
825-6598, or Children of Earth, FightMaxxam@aol.com. 



Sometime during the second week of June in the Mattole Forest, Pacific 
Lumber (PL) loggers cut down the 400-year-old Douglas fir tree known 
as "Gaia.” One of the oldest survivors in Unit #5 of the Rattler 9 Timber 
Harvest Plan, Gaia was spared from PL's chainsaws by the gallant 
efforts of treesitters last Fall. 

On June 14, the felled tree was discovered atop the former basecamp. 
The Gaia treesit was part of a larger campaign of resistance to defend the 
old-growth mixed fir, madrone and oak groves on PL lands in the Mattole. 
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Mexican spotted owl 


by Salmon 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, passed in order to 
protect and recover endangered species and the ecosystems 
they depend on, has since been weakened through loopholes, 
provisional legislation and a lack of funding. Logging, recre- 
ational vehicle use, military operations, pollution, livestock 
grazing, urban sprawl and other forms of human encroach- 
ment have taken a heavy toll on wildlife during the last 30 
years. The Bush administration has only accelerated this trend 
through its collaboration with Earth-destroying corporations. 
Meanwhile, plant and animal species are paying the price as 
they rapidly dwindle toward extinction. 

Bush is a Bad Guy 

President Bush has listed only 20 species under the ESA 
since coming into office — the second slowest listing record in 
the history of the ESA. 

All of Bush's listings have been in response to environmen- 
tal lawsuits and petitions. Bush is the only president since the 
ESA was enacted to not list any species by his own initiative. 

When forced by the courts to render decisions on the 
protection of imperiled species, the Bush administration rou- 
tinely stalls the process, declaring that the species are "war- 
ranted-but-precluded" for listing. This means that the species 
are eligible to be listed as endangered, but their designation is 
allegedly precluded by the US Fish and Wildlife Service's (FWS) 
expeditious progress in listing higher priority species. 

The species on the precluded list receive no legal protec- 
tion and often remain on this list for an average of 1 7 years. 
The corporations and special-interest groups that Bush 
caters to benefit greatly from the use of the warranted-but- 
precluded loophole. 

Political Games 

One such victim of Bush's policies is the Yosemite toad, 
which lives in high elevation lakes and meadows in California's 
Sierra Nevada mountain range. Once a common sight, the 
toad has been eliminated from more than half of its historical 
range. The Yosemite toad is threatened in large part by 
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pesticides drifting in from California's Central Valley agricul- 
tural region. 

In December, the FWS decided to delay protection for the 
Yosemite toad by placing it on the warranted-but-precluded 
list, claiming that the agency lacked enough money to protect 
the toad under the ESA. 

Extinction is Insignificant 

Bush is the only president to have declared that extinction 
is inconsequential. The administration is the first to use a 
loophole in the ESA to deny endangered or threatened status 
to imperiled species because they are "not significant." 

The burbot is a freshwater cod that once ranged throughout 
the rivers of North America and Europe. In Idaho, burbot are 
now endemic solely to the Kootenai River where a genetically 
and behaviorally distinct population remains. The comple- 
tion of the Libby Dam on the Kootenai River in 1972 created 
many challenges for the burbot. The dam increased the water 
flows, disrupted spawning, raised water temperatures and 
changed the nutrient supply, thus causing the once abundant 
Idaho burbot fisheries to collapse. Today, there are less than 
300 Kootenai burbot left. 

In 2000, conservationists requested an emergency ESA 
listing to begin the process of forcing the operators of the dam 
to change the flows. However, in March, the Bush administra- 
tion declined the listing and declared that the burbot isn't 
significant enough to save from extinction. 

Recovering Species as Enemy Combatants 

A variety of species also face the threat of being delisted 
from crucial protections. The Peirson's milkvetch is a silvery, 
short-lived perennial plant with small purple flowers. In the 
US, the plant is known to live only on California's Algodones 
dunes, where it is trampled by large, annual off-road vehicle 
(ORV) gatherings. 

In February, ORV interests filed a lawsuit against the FWS, 
forcing it to make a decision on a 2001 petition to remove the 
Peirson's milkvetch from the endangered species list and 
reopen the dunes to thousands of ORVs. The land had been 
protected following a settlement reached by a coalition of 


photo by Robin Silver 


environmental groups and the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) in 2000. 

Playing into the hands of this special-interest group, 
the BLM announced on May 24, that it would reopen 
49,310 acres of Algodones dunes to ORVs, leaving only 
25,800 acres as a congressionally protected wilderness. 
This reduced area represents just 15 percent of the dunes — 
not enough to ensure the survival of the Peirson's 
milkvetch and the many threatened species dependent 
on the dunes habitat. 

Fighting Back 

The Bush administration is intentionally undermining 
the ESA in order to win the favor of corporations restricted 
by endangered species and critical habitat designations. In 
turn, the Bush administration is using stalling tactics and 


loopholes in the ESA to avoid addressing the underlying 
problems, such as pollution and habitat destruction, that 
contribute to extinction — thus endangering human and 
non-human animals alike. From its perspective, the loss of 
an intrinsically valuable species is simply collateral dam- 
age in the greedy game of domination. 

The Center for Biological Diversity is fighting back and 
winning. Using litigation and conservation biology to pro- 
tect species from extinction, it has won ESA protection for 280 
species and the designation of more than 38 million acres of 
critical habitat. 

For more information, contact the Center for Biological 
Diversity, (520) 623-5252; center@biologicaldiversity.org; 
www.biologicaldiversity.org. 

Salmon is currently enjoying her critical habitat designation in 
Tucson, Arizona. 


Bush Undermines Critical Habitat 


Critical habitat designation is one 
of three essential legs on which the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) stands, 
along with the development of re- 
covery plans and the listing of threat- 
ened and endangered species. 

Because habitat loss is the leading 
cause of extinction, the Department 
of the Interior (DOI) is required to 
map and protect areas necessary for 
the recovery of each endangered spe- 
cies as critical habitat. 

On May 28, the Bush administra- 
tion announced that it is implement- 
ing policies that will undermine 
critical habitat protections. These 
include refusing to comply with 
court orders, expanding loopholes 
in the ESA and issuing legal dis- 
claimers that would encourage in- 
dustries to file lawsuits to strike down 
critical habitat designations. 

Meanwhile, reports submitted to 
Congress by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) show that species with critical habitat protections 
are more than twice as likely to recover. 

Even though the DOI claims that environmentalists 
have broken the ESA with a flood of litigation over critical 
habitat designation, only 406 out of the 1,262 species 
listed as endangered or threatened have critical habitat 
assigned. The Bush administration has grudgingly issued, 
under court order, 32 critical habitat designations. 

The DOI complains that its funds to designate critical 
habitat have been exhausted by lawsuits and that it will be 
forced to shift money from other endangered species 
programs. Yet when Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton 
submitted the 2003 budget request to Congress last year, 
she predicted it would be insufficient to keep up with the 
workload. Congress was not stingy: It granted her budget 
request in full and invited the DOI to come back for more 


money. Rather than immediately 
submit a supplemental budget re- 
quest, the Bush administration an- 
nounced that the DOI can't protect 
endangered species because it doesn't 
have enough money. 

According to the DOI, critical habi- 
tat designation is redundant to the 
other protections afforded by the ESA. 
The Bush administration has suggested 
that it will substitute recovery plans 
for critical habitat, yet the FWS's and 
NMFS's own data indicates that the 
combination of a recovery plan and 
„ critical habitat is the most effective 
| way to restore endangered species. 

In April, the DOI announced that 
it will not comply with 24 court 
orders to protect the habitat of 37 
endangered species. Protection of 21 
million acres in all western states, the 
North Woods, New England, New 
York and the Southeast will be in- 
definitely delayed. 

"The court orders to be delayed read like an industry wish 
list," said Kieran Suckling, executive director of the Center 
for Biological Diversity. "Christmas has come early for the 
timber, mining and development lobby." Of the 18 critical 
habitats most likely to curb destructive industry practices, 
only five are on the to-be-completed list. 

In response to lawsuits by its industry supporters, the 
Bush administration has also voluntarily revoked 27 
Clinton-era critical habitat designations totaling more 
than 16 million acres. 

"The ESA couldn't be clearer: Except in the rarest of circum- 
stances, every listed species must have its habitat protected 
through critical habitat designation," said Andrew Wetzler, 
senior attorney with the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
"If the Bush administration tries to get around this clear legal 
requirement, the environmental community is more than 
ready to use the courts to stop them." 
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In defiance of court orders, the Bush administra- 
tion has refused to protect endangered species 
such as the lynx and the spotted owl. 



Will the Wolf Survive? 


by Mel Youngblood 

On April 1, the gray wolf's status was downlisted to 
threatened in Montana, in preparation to remove it from 
the endangered species list. Unfortunately for the wolf, 
this was no April Fool's joke. 

Wolf management issues directly affect me. Currently, 13 
known wolf packs live within a 100-mile radius of my 
northwest Montana cabin. And that's not counting fugitive 
packs that biologists haven't radio-collared and documented. 

That sounds like a lot of wolves, especially considering 
that two decades ago there were 
none in this area. In reality, it's a 
bare-bones population. The situ- 
ation where I live is unique in 
that Canadian wolves crept into 
this area on their own in the 
1980s. Whether naturally or arti- 
ficially reintroduced, the wolf is 
making a comeback against all 
odds due to its adaptability and 
high reproduction rate. 

The question since the wolf first 
reappeared in the shoot-shovel- 
and-shut-up West isn't whether 
the West is big enough for wolves 
but whether people can be big 
enough to accept them. Federal 
officials feel the number of wolves 
that could be sustained by the avail- 
able habitat and prey base is higher 
than the number of wolves that 
would be socially acceptable. They 
claim minimum recovery goals 
have been met, with an estimated 
660 wolves in about 80 packs. 

Within the Northern Rockies Re- 
covery Area (NRA), which includes 
Montana, Idaho and Wyoming, 

43 of those packs have at least one 
documented breeding pair. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) has determined that 15 breeding pairs per state consti- 
tutes a genetically viable population. However, no formal 
study of viability has been done to support this figure. 

In the US, the wolf currently exists in less than two percent 
of its native territory. The Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
states that a species must regain a "significant" part of its 
native territory to be considered recovered. Effective habitat 
linkages are therefore an essential factor in species recovery. 

In order for the wolf to be removed from the endangered 
species list, each state must have a federally approved 
management plan in place. Because the NRA wolf popula- 
tions would be delisted as a single entity, the three indi- 
vidual state plans will be evaluated together, most likely 
toward the end of the year. 

In the Spring, the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Department hosted sessions to gather public comment on 


management alternatives. At the meeting I attended, it 
became clear that biologists are moving away from research 
and monitoring toward administrating the wolf as if it were 
an economic resource. Officials cited regional economic 
figures and emphasized that if wolves were delisted, the 
animals' presence would actually be favorable for hunting 
outfitters and ecotourism. Others claimed that delisting 
wolves would decrease the economic impacts of wolf depre- 
dation on livestock. 

Living with wolves means accepting that people must 
give up some freedom in order to have a more complete 

and balanced ecosystem. When 
1 go into the woods in the Win- 
ter and happen upon wolf tracks 
in the snow — impossibly huge, 
unmistakable for anything else — 
I am filled with a sense of the 
wildness around me. Wolves re- 
mind us of the best that is hu- 
man and teach us about the 
power of nature. 

I am not trying to romanticize 
this alpha predator. A predator 
who is capable of eating 20 pounds 
of meat and traveling 150 miles in 
a day; who can pass through the 
woods like a gray ghost; or with 
one chomp of its sharp camasial 
teeth can tear through a moose's 
thick Winter hide. The more I 
study them, the more I realize 
that there is something undefin- 
able about wolves that histori- 
cally has caused them to be both 
the most venerated and reviled of 
animals. Despite all the research 
that has been done about wolves, 
more is needed, as well as greater 
public awareness of the uncer- 
tainties of wolf management. 

Idaho and Montana's plans call for maintaining the wolf 
populations at 15 packs or more, emphasizing non-lethal 
control of problem wolves. They would also reclassify the 
wolf as big game or furbearer and implement a hunting 
season. Wyoming's plan involves no target number of 
wolves and supports their wholesale elimination outside of 
national parks and designated wilderness areas. This will 
be done by giving Wyoming wolves dual classification: 
"trophy animal" within federal lands and "predator" in the 
remaining two-thirds of the state. 

Wyoming's history is replete with accounts of wolf geno- 
cide. Between 1897 and 1907, bounties were paid on 20,819 
wolves. Under Wyoming's proposed management plan, 
people would be allowed to kill an unlimited number of 
animals in areas where wolves are classified as predators. If 
a wolf steps outside of Grand Teton National Park or any of 
the other protected areas, it will be dead meat. To make 
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matters worse, Wyoming wants to 
change the definition of a wolf pack 
from the FWS's universally accepted 
"five or more individuals bearing two 
young by December 3 1 of each year" to 
"five or more individuals," period. 

Not long ago, the US Forest Service 
attempted to redefine "old-growth” 
forests in Montana in order to grant 
logging companies access to timber 
previously off-limits. It comes as no 
surprise that similar tactics are in the 
works for the beleaguered wolf. 

With all the animosity against 
wolves, now is not the time for 
delisting. In Montana alone, 1 9 wolves 
have already been killed in 2003, 
representing more than 10 percent of 
the state's entire 
wolf population. 

When I talked 
to a FWS biolo- 
gist about what 
these changes to 


The 


BY YAEL 

From prehis- 
toric times until 
the turn of the 
20th century, the 
Mexican gray 
wolf (Canis lupus 
baileyi) was com- 
mon throughout 

western Texas, southern New Mexico, 
southern Arizona and northern Mexico. 

Beginning in 1914, Congress appro- 
priated hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars to hire federal hunters to kill every 
wolf and other major predator in the 
Southwest. On behalf of the livestock 
industry, the US government com- 
pletely exterminated Mexican gray 
wolves from the US by the mid-1920s. 

In 1993, conservationists settled a 
lawsuit with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS), which resulted in a de- 
cision to reintroduce the offspring of 
the last wolves captured alive in the 
1970s from Mexico into the Blue River 
region of Arizona. 

The recovery area for these wolves 
currently encompasses land in the Gila 



wolf management would mean, he 
shrugged and said that he didn't 
know. To him, wolf management is a 
"big laboratory experiment.” In such 
an experiment, wolves can only come 
out on the short end of the stick. 

Both Montana and Idaho's plans have 
been tentatively approved by the FWS, 
pending further review. Wyoming's 
plan has yet to be approved. According 
to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
officer Tom Palmer, federal officials 
have deemed Wyoming's plan prob- 
lematic, which could hold up the spe- 
cies' delisting. 

State officials worry about where the 
money is coming from for wolf man- 
agement. Environmentalists worry 
about what will 
happen to the 
wolf if ESA pro- 
tection is re- 
moved. Ranch- 
ers and hunters 


worry about the effect on livestock 
and big game if wolves aren't delisted. 
The controversial delisting process will 
undoubtedly result in litigation. 

Litigation can be a powerful weapon . 
In a 2002 lawsuit filed by the Western 
Watersheds Project and the Idaho Con- 
servation League against the Sawtooth 
National Forest and the FWS, the courts 
ruled in favor of giving preference to 
wildlife before livestock within the 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area 
(SNRA). The court issued an injunc- 
tion against the FWS, which prohibits 
lethal control of wolves that depre- 
date on livestock within the SNRA. 

But litigation can take time the wolf 
doesn't have. Direct action and activ- 
ism are needed to turn the tide if the 
gray wolf is to survive. 

Mel Youngblood is a journalist who 
lives in a remote cabin in the North Fork 
Valley of northwest Montana. She writes 
about environmental issues. 


Mexican Gray Wolf 


and Apache Na- 
tional Forests 
but excludes ad- 
jacent public, 
tribal and private 
lands. Wolves 
who stray out- 
side of the desig- 
nated recovery 
zone are cap- 
tured. No other wolf recovery pro- 
grams in the US have this provision. 

In addition, livestock owners in the 
Southwest are not required to dispose of 
dead horses or cattle, causing wolves to 
become habituated to scavenging on 
livestock. The wolf recovery programs 
in Wyoming, Idaho and Montana for- 
bid the baiting of wolves with carcasses. 

The Conservation Breeding Special- 
ists Group released a three-year scien- 
tific review of the Mexican Gray Wolf 
Reintroduction Program. In order for 
the program to succeed, it recom- 
mended that ranchers dispose of live- 
stock carcasses and that wolves be 
allowed to wander outside of the recov- 
ery area. The group warned that failure 
to heed its recommendations would 


likely cause the Mexican gray wolf popu- 
lation to decline in numbers. 

When the report was released in 
2001, there were 27 radio-collared 
wolves. Today, there are just 19. Due 
to the economic interests of ranchers, 
FWS has not implemented the 
scientist's recommendations. On May 
27, a wolf pair was broken up when 
the male was captured in a leghold 
trap and the female was shot dead 
after she killed a calf and injured two 
others. She had not killed or injured 
livestock until after having scavenged 
on cattle carcasses. 

The Arizona Department of Game 
and Fish is currently beginning a five- 
year review of the Mexican Gray Wolf 
Reintroduction Program, due out next 
summer. The question remains: Why 
is a five-year review being conducted 
when virtually no action was taken on 
the recommendations from the previ- 
ous one? 

For updates on the Mexican gray 
wolf, visit www.biologicaldiversity.org. 

Yael dreams of the day when all people 
and animals are territorially aware, alert, 
intuitive and free. 
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"If food is a weapon, then 
genetic engineering is a weapon 
of mass destruction." 

— Missouri Resistance Against 
^ Genetic Engineering 


What is the 


World Agricultural Forum? 


Its motto is "peace and security through 
agriculture." In its literature, the World Agri- 
cultural Forum (WAF) repeatedly identifies 
itself as global, neutral and inclusive. 

Yet it is none of these things. 

Its board of directors is made up almost 
entirely of white male executives from the US. 
The 17-member board includes five individu- 
als who are current or former Monsanto execu- 
tives and one who is married to Monsanto's 
director of public relations. The WAF provides 
its corporate members a forum where they can 
influence agricultural and trade ministers from 
around the world. 

The WAF agenda promotes the privatization 
of water, global acceptance of genetically modi- 
fied organisms, patenting of life forms and 
elimination of barriers to trade — including en- 
vironmental protections and the subsidies 
designed to aid small farmers. 

This year's WAF gathering, "Working To- 
gether to Create the Future and Disable the 
Barriers," was held from May 18-20 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

With the focus of September's World Trade 
Organization meeting in Cancun, Mexico, be- 
ing primarily on agriculture, attacking the 
WAF has perhaps never been more timely. 
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Police Crackdown in St. Louis 


by Kaye 

On May 16, St. Louis police arrested 29 people in four 
separate locations in a coordinated strategy to silence 
planned protests of the World Agricultural Forum (WAF) 
meeting that weekend. 

St. Louis' finest stopped and harassed numerous individu- 
als. They impounded three cars and dozens of bicycles. They 
raided homes and offices, where they stole people's per- 
sonal belongings, slashed bicycle tires and destroyed offices 
and bedrooms. They peed and shit on people's things. 

Eight members of the Flying Rutabaga Bicycle Circus — a 
circus troupe dedicated to educating people about food, 
genetic engineering and sustainable living — were arrested for 
riding without a bicycle li- 


Despite these pre-emptive attacks by the police, a com- 
pletely peaceful 400-person rally was held on Sunday 
outside of the ritzy Hyatt Regency hotel where the WAF 
was held. Hundreds of riot police lurked in the shadows, 
yet there were no further arrests. 

In the weeks preceding the arrests, St. Louis police warned 
the public that "anarchists from Seattle" would converge on 
the city. Ostensibly in preparation for violent protests, they 
purchased new riot gear and crowd control weapons. 

According to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, WAF's private 
security firm, Allied Intelligence, coordinated a training that 
instructed St. Louis police to look for men with tattoos and 
out-of-state license plates occupying abandoned buildings. 
Police officers from Seattle, Washington, also attended the 



cense. Since no such law 
exists, the charge was later 
changed to "obstructing the 
flow of traffic." 

The arrests and ensuing 
confiscation of ‘circus 
props delayed the Flying 
Rutabaga's "Caravan across 
the Cornbelt," en route to 
Washington, DC, to pro- 
test the Biotechnology In- 
dustry Organization. 

In another incident, the 
police raided a home, known 
as the Bolozone, while the occupants were eating breakfast. 
Although it was a legal residence, police condemned the 
building, arrested everyone and trashed the place. 

The police also raided the Community Arts and Media 
Project (CAMP), a community center that houses the 


''We, as artists, have ideas as weapons, which 
are more powerful than any of the whips, 
torches, Molotov cocktails, rocks and slingshots 
that police claimed we were preparing for the 
World Agricultural Forum." 

— Flying Rutabaga Bicycle Circus 


training and showed video 
footage of windows being 
smashed during the 1999 
WTO protests. 

In its ploy to make corporate domina 


offices of the Gateway Green Alliance, the Confluence tion seem reasonable, the WAF is desperately 


newspaper and the St. Louis Independent Media Center, trying to portray the opposition to globalization as violent 
The confiscated items included a 10-foot-tall puppet de- and extremist. 


picting a St. Louis police officer. 

Elsewhere, a vehicle was pulled over, and the driver was 
arrested for suspected possession of a controlled substance: 
vitamin C capsules. 

In the succeeding days, marked and undercover police 
cars with canine units parked outside buildings, while 
helicopters hovered overhead. 


Call St. Louis Police Department Chief Joe Mokwa at (3 1 4) 
444-5624. Ask him to return the stolen belongings, drop all 
of the charges and make a public apology. 

For more information, visit stlouis.indymedia.org. 

Kaye grew up in a shopping mall in east central Illinois. 
Today, her efforts to support local, autonomous food systems 
take her to both sides of the Mississippi. 


A Global Citizen’s Declaration for Biosafety and Food Security 

The following excerpt is taken from the the world still firmly reject this technol- Promises that genetic engineering 
global declaration ratified during ogy. Only four countries are growing will feed the world, reduce chemical 
Biodevastation 7. Held in St. Louis, Mis- nearly all of the world's genetically en- use and benefit farmers have proven 
souri, from May 16-18, Biodevastation gineered crops, and only four basic GE false. Countries in the global South 
7 was a counter-conference to the World crops (com, soy, cotton and canola) are that have experimented with GE crops 
Agricultural Forum. For more informa- being grown commercially on a large have found them to be a dismal fail- 
tion, visit w'ww. biodev.org. scale. More than 35 countries around ure. Now is the time to assess this 

Seven years after the first commer- the world, including the European technology's real consequences on our 
cial introduction of genetically engi- Union, have taken steps to restrict the health and the environment, 
neered (GE) foods, most people around growing and importation of GE crops. continued on next page 
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Lessons from Biodevastation 7 

Fight Repression with Organization 



by Heather Ajani 

As I rode with friends from Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
to St. Louis, Missouri, I looked forward to participating in 
the Biodevastation 7 conference and protesting against 
the World Agricultural Forum (WAF). 

Unfortunately, police repression, disorganization and 
distrust marred my experience. 

When I first arrived at the community college where the 
conference was to be held, I expected to be able to find 
information about the protests being planned and the 
location of the convergence space. However, a wave of 
paranoia had set in amongst the organizers following the 
police raids and arrests of activists. 

When it was suggested that conference participants orga- 
nize jail solidarity for those arrested, there was some appre- 
hension. It became evident that the police had already done 
what they set out to do — disrupting the conference and our 
resistance to the WAF — as a small number of the conference 
attendees went downtown to hold a vigil at the St. Louis jail. 

As the weekend con- 
tinued, everything was 
dictated by a spirit of 
fear: fear of police pres- 
ence, skepticism in one 
another and a fleeting 
sense of community. 

On Saturday evening, 

I took part in a spokes- 
council meeting where 
affinity groups met to 
work out logistics for 
the next day's action 
against the WAF. Some 
local organizers wanted 
to call off the march, 
but many of us who had 
traveled from far away 


did not want to let the police silence our voices. After much 
deliberating, we agreed to march downtown even if we were 
limited to the sidewalk. 

However, the next afternoon, confusion reigned about 
who should lead the march and the route we would take. 

Although many people stayed on the sidewalk, others 
took to the streets as police rode alongside the crowd in their 
cruisers. Very few people showed solidarity with those in the 
street, and local organizers were quick to refer to us as rabble- 
rousers. I took this with a grain of salt as two older commu- 
nity farmers marched in the street and shouted at the cops. 

I left St. Louis thinking about Biodevastation 7 very 
critically. I wondered what could have been done better. I 
wondered if the small numbers, lack of good planning and 
access to information was indicative of the movement as a 
whole. And I wondered if, as a movement, we were doomed 
in terms of mass actions and future organizing. 

At future events, I think that having better communica- 
tion, tighter organization and clearer goals could thwart 
some of the confusion, distrust and poor attendance I saw 

in St. Louis. 

Criticisms aside, I also 
saw my experience as a 
valuable learning tool 
in regard to organiza- 
tion — a term we should 
take more seriously. We 
need to organize more 
effectively as we prepare 
to take back our lives, 
rather than fall victim 
to fear. 

Heather Ajani is a com- 
munity organizer in Phoe- 
nix, Arizona. She is a 
member of the Anarchist 
People of Color list, Bring 
the Ruckus and Copwatch. 


A Global Citizen’s Declaration for Biosafety and Food Security 


continued from previous page 
The biotechnology industry would 
compel us to overlook GE's hazards: 
the development of new allergens, 
the spread of antibiotic resistance, 
the contamination of neighboring 
crops, as well as the threat of unfore- 
seen ecological disruptions. The in- 
dustry wants us to ignore how it 
terrorizes farmers with lawsuits, 


threats and surveillance and how farm- 
ers in the global South are dependent 
on chemical fertilizers. 

We declare our support for the right 
of European countries to continue to 
refuse these hazardous products. We 
also encourage people in the US, where 
more than 75 percent of the world's GE 
crops are grown, to join others around 
the world in rejecting this technology. 


Further, during the Biodevastation 
7 gathering, we have seen the police 
in Monsanto's hometown subject 
protesters to an unprecedented level 
of harassment. This affirms what we 
have known for a long time: The 
biotechnology industry can only 
have its way in a climate of sup- 
pressed public debate, political cor- 
ruption and intimidation. 
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Tk -r t Creating Destruction 

Newmont: with l very ounce 

"More than 85 percent of gold mined today will end up as jewelry tomorrow. Gold mining is not an essential 
industry. It is not sustainable, nor is it just. Yet the cumulative impacts of gold mining on ecosystems 
worldwide are at least as damaging as that of industrial forestry and agri-business.” 

—Project Underground 


by Sarah Bellum 

Outside of Newmont Mining 
Corporation's annual general 
meeting (AGM) on May 7, in Den- 
ver, Colorado, 10-foot-tall pup- 
pets depicted Newmont's use of 
violence, intimidation and toxic 
abuse around the wprld. Residents 
of communities affected by the 
corporation's international opera- 
tions joined environmental ac- 
tivists to denounce Newmont's 
growing trail of destruction. 

Newmont is the world's largest 
gold mining company, with mines spread across five 
continents. It produced nearly eight million ounces of gold 
in 2002 alone. 

During the AGM, Diana Ruiz, mining campaign coordina- 
tor for Project Underground, chastised Newmont for "creat- 
ing destruction with every ounce of gold produced." Project 
Underground focuses on the human rights and environ- 
mental impacts of mining, as well as oil and gas drilling. 

Perhaps most shocking to shareholders present was an 
addendum to the company's annual report, which ad- 
dressed the social and environmental impacts of Newmont's 
operations. Prepared by Project Underground, the supple- 
ment warned that the company must start taking the 
concerns of the affected communities seriously. 

Newmont in Peru 

In Cajamarca, Peru, people are still waiting for justice 
three years after a truck from the Newmont-operated 
Yanacocha Mine left 330 pounds of mercury spilled in its 
wake. Manuel Mantilla Aguilar stated the true price of gold 
in a letter read at Newmont's AGM: "I am worried about the 
health of my children and my wife. They constantly go to 
the health clinic with kidney and head pains, dizziness and 
nasal hemorrhaging, unable to find relief." 

Newmont intends to expand the Yanacocha mine to 
include Cerro Quilish, a mountain whose rivers provide 
the primary water source for Cajamarca. Massive protests 
in recent years — drawing as many as 15,000 residents — 
have called for the absolute preservation of Cerro Quilish. 
According to resident E. Javier Guzman Bazan, "If our 
complaints are ignored, desperation will lead us to take 
radical measures." 


Newmont in Indonesia 

Newmont is notorious for us- 
ing indigenous lands and fishing 
areas as toxic waste dumping 
grounds. In Sumbawa, Indone- 
sia, during the course of five years, 
Newmont dumped nearly three 
million tons of tailings from its 
Minahasa Raya Mine into Buyat 
Bay. Sumbawa residents have re- 
ported alarming rates of illness 
that they believe are the effects 
of consuming the bay's arsenic- 
laden fish. 

According to Project Under- 
ground, Newmont has pressured the Indonesian govern- 
ment to relax its environmental laws so that Newmont's 
mining operations may continue to expand in the region. 

Newmont in Nevada 

Newmont's disregard for the environment is also known 
in the US at its Nevada sites, where its mining operations 
leak cyanide, fluoride, ammonia, arsenic and other heavy 
metals into the surface and groundwater of the Western 
Shoshone people. 

Newmont impeded an investigation by the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection at its Lone Tree 
Mine near Battle Mountain this Spring. The investiga- 
tion was initiated when two former Lone Tree employees 
filed a complaint and denounced Newmont's environ- 
mental misconduct. 

While pursuing a 1,400-acre expansion, the company 
failed to address cleanup costs at its Gold Quarry Mine north 
of Carlin, Nevada. In 2002, environmental groups filed a 
lawsuit demanding that the Bureau of Land Management 
require Newmont to protect water resources and ensure that 
taxpayers are not left with cleanup expenses. 

It is time to hold Newmont accountable for the environ- 
mental and social impacts of its operations. Until it cleans 
up its act, Newmont should expect to continue warding off 
attacks by environmental groups. Contact Wayne Murdy, 
chairman and CEO, Newmont Mining Corporation, 1700 
Lincoln St, Denver, CO 80203. 

For more information, contact Project Underground, (510) 
271-8081; project_underground@moles.org; www.moles.org. 

Sarah Bellum is a close friend of Captain Compost, a 
true intellectual. 
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Challenging Corporate 


by Ryan Simmons 

Spring is the time of year when many companies hold 
their annual general meetings (AGM), which are required by 
law for all publicly listed companies. During these meetings, 
representatives report on the company's financial success 
while directors answer questions regarding its business 
activities. Often, decisions are made by shareholders who 
have little or no connection to the land on which the 
company operates nor to the people affected by its practices. 
This year, as in years past, affected groups held numerous 
corporations accountable at AGMs around the world. 

London: BP 

Activists with London Rising Tide greeted BP at its AGM on 
April 26, with a Carnival Against Oil Wars and Climate 
Chaos. The noisy, defiant and colorful band of several hun- 
dred protesters handed out fake annual reports to BP share- 
holders — some of whom mistook the spoof for the real thing. 

Prior to the carnival, London RisingTide traveled through- 
out England on a "Deconstructing BP” tour. The tour 
featured speakers from the Colombia Solidarity Campaign 
and displayed photographs of the proposed route for the 
controversial Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline through 
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. 

Los Angeles: Occidental Petroleum 

At the AGM of Los Angeles-based Occidental Petro- 
leum on April 25, Luis Alberto Galvis, a Colombian 
survivor of the 1998 Santo Domingo massacre, con- 
fronted Occidental CEO Ray Irani and the board of 
directors about the company's role in the slaughter. 
Occidental, along with its security contractor Airscan, 
Inc., provided vital information to the Colombian 
military, in addition to ground and air support. The 
bombing raid, which killed 17 innocent civilians, was 


Lake Cowal is also home to many endangered species that 
would be further threatened by potential wastewater spills 
of cyanide, arsenic and other toxins if the mine is allowed. 

Currently, Barrick Gold is carrying out extensive "ad- 
vanced feasibility" exploration drilling at Lake Cowal. 

Uzbekistan: European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 

Members of Ecodefense attended the AGM of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Development (ERBD) in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Russia, on May 4 and 5. They urged 
ERBD to stop funding Russia's largest oil company, Lukoil. 

Activists drew attention to Lukoil's controversial D-6 
project, a plan to drill for oil near the coast of the Baltic Sea. 
An offshore oil deposit was discovered in the area in 1983 
and drilling tests eventually led to a 70-ton oil spill that 
polluted 12 miles of coastline. The project was canceled in 
1987 due to strong public protests. 

In May 2000, ERBD gave Lukoil a $150 million loan that 
allowed the company to pick up from where it left off on the 
D-6 project. Lukoil has refused to offer full access to informa- 
tion on its development of the project. 

London: Anglo-American 

Anglo-American held its AGM on April 25, where it was 
confronted by Desmond D'sa, the chairperson of the South 
Durban Community Environmental Alliance in South Africa. 
D'sa and supporters attended the AGM to address concerns 
over pollution caused by Mondi Paper, a subsidiary of Anglo- 
American and one of Durban's biggest polluters. 

"In a democratic South Africa, environmental injustices 
perpetuated by Anglo-American must be severely dealt 
with," said D’sa. 

Residents are especially concerned about Mondi's plan 
to build an incinerator to burn coal ash and other produc- 
tion waste. Mondi also intends to discontinue use of its 


supposedly targeting rebels. 

Coinciding with the AGM, a lawsuit was 
filed against Occidental and Airscan for their 
involvement in the massacre. 


Toronto: Barrick Gold 

On May 7, Barrick Gold, the world's sec- 
ond largest gold producer, held its AGM at 
its headquarters in Toronto, Canada. 
Activists attending the meeting re- 
jected Barrick's plan to mine a 1,073- 
acre area at Lake Cowal, located in 
New South Wales, Australia. 

Neville Williams, a Wiradjuri elder, 
has pursued legal action against 
Barrick to stop the project. Accord- 
ing to Williams, Lake Cowal is a 
sacred region for aboriginal people jjjj 
and is often called "the heartland 
of the Wiradjuri Nation." KSsHH 







less-polluting gas-fired boiler to generate electric- 
ity, opting instead for the increased use of its 
two coal-fired boilers. 


London: Royal Dutch/Shell 

While in London, South African 
community leader D'sa also 
dropped in on Royal Dutch/Shell's 
AGM, where activists from around 
the world gathered to protest its 
destructive policies. D'sa brought 
with him the messages of his South 
Durban community, who suffer 
from living in the shadow of a 
Shell oil refinery. 

According to D'sa, "As resi- 
dents who live on the fence 
line of the Shell refinery, we are 
suffering from high levels of 
asthma, leukemia and cancer." 



Page 16 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2003 


Conventions Worldwide 


Oronto Douglas, an environmental lawyer, 
also traveled from South Africa to attend the 
meeting. Douglas called for an end to the 
extreme level of pollution that Shell has left 
in its wake in Nigeria. The pollution has 
sparked workers and locals to occupy and 
shut down oil refineries and plants. 

Both African campaigners argue 
that Shell is guilty of environmen- 
tal racism. They want to know 
why the same environmental 
rules that Shell operates un- 
der in Denmark do not apply 
to its plants in Africa. Shell 
has not responded. 

Idaho: Boise Cascade 
Corporation 

Fifty anti-logging activists pro- 
tested outside of Boise Cascade 
Corporation's AGM in April, sig- 
nificantly outnumbering its shareholders. The protesters 
demanded that Boise stop old-growth logging, and they 
plan to influence its timber practices by convincing 
customers to buy from other suppliers. Boise clients 
include Blockbuster, Borders Books, Brown University 
and the University of Illinois. 

"Until Boise stops buying old-growth wood from the 
world's endangered forests, it is a liability for customers to 
be in business with Boise," warned Martin Stephan of 
Rainforest Action Network. 

The campaign against Boise has proven itself effective: 
The company reported a $27.5 million loss for the first 
quarter of 2003 and a pessimistic forecast for the second. 

Houston: Maxxam 

On May 21, Courtney Clarke attended the AGM for the 
Houston-based Maxxam corporation and read a letter on 
behalf of Earth First! organizer and Maxxam stockholder 
Darryl Cherney. Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz, board 
members, legal staff and other shareholders were in 
attendance to hear the letter read aloud. 

Cherney's letter focused on Pacific Lumber's continued 
logging of old-growth redwoods and the forceful removal 
of nonviolent treesitters in northern California. Pacific 
Lumber, a Maxxam subsidiary, is notorious for its unsus- 
tainable logging practices and abusive behavior toward 
people protecting forests. 

Imploring Maxxam's decision-makers to do some soul- 
searching, Cherney suggested that they decide what's 
more important: life or profit. 

London: Rio Tinto 

On April 17, activists from the Sulawesi community of 
Poboya in Indonesia sent a message to the board of direc- 
tors and shareholders of Rio Tinto, an Australia-based 


mining company. On the day of Rio 
Tinto's AGM, 500 Poboya residents, 
community groups and students 
marched to the provincial govern- 
ment headquarters in Indonesia 
to oppose mining on protected 
forest lands. 

Rio Tinto's subsidiary, PT 
Citra Palu Mineral, is accused 
of illegally drilling to survey for 
gold in a park with conserva- 
tion status and threatening 
other protected forests in the 
area. The Poboya activists un- 
furled a giant banner that pro- 
claimed: "Reject Rio Tinto." 

"If the governor allows PT Citra 
Palu Mineral's mining plans, 
we're ready for war," declared 
Poboya resident Zamruddin. 
"We'll put a boycott on the use of 
the spring in our village, which for so long has been a water 
source for the City of Palu." 

Outside Rio Tinto's AGM in London, protesters in 
solidarity with the Poboya community exposed the min- 
ing company's numerous human rights violations and 
environmental atrocities. 

Onward 

A look at the AGMs of powerful corporations paints a 
pretty clear picture of the current economic and decision- 
making crisis on the planet. We see that the private 
institutions that shape the world are essentially fascist in 
their internal structures. The owners of these corporations 
ruin lives and ecosystems — all to make a profit. 

No amount of patriotic sloganeering or freedom-loving 
flag waving can cover up this bleak reality: Privately 
owned, undemocratic institutions are dictating the direc- 
tion that our world is headed. 

As the struggle continues and more resistance and solu- 
tions surface, we face the challenge of shifting attention 
away from our differences — be they ideological, tactical or 
preferential — toward focusing on the myriad ways in which 
we're all striving for the same creative, stimulating, sus- 
tainable world of the future. 

As the intricacies of the capitalist system are picked 
apart, scrutinized and resisted the world over, the time has 
come to couple resistance with a vision for what practices 
and values we would like to see implemented as a replace- 
ment. Shifting focus to the autonomous power of the 
people and successful tactics of the past, as well as experi- 
menting with new strategies for the future, puts the ball in 
our court. It elevates us above the level of mere reactionar- 
ies, taking us a step closer to realizing our potential. 

Ryan Simmons left his sports equipment in Tucson, Arizona, 
where it will dry-rot in the blazing sun. 
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Advanced Biological 
Weapons Systems 


by Puck 

Slavery. Prison camps. Strip 
mines. Clearcuts. "Sport" hunt- 
ing. Rape. Wars. The brutality 
humans are capable of can be 
truly overwhelming. US foreign 
policy is full of such examples. 

The images of Iraqi newborns 
deformed by exposure to de- 
pleted uranium, Palestinians 
crushed by US-made tanks and 
immigrants dying along the US/ 

Mexican border are never far 
from my mind when I see the 
star-spangled banner of red, 
white and blue. The recent and 
ongoing manipulation of other 
species by military powers is one 
more stark illustration of 
humanity's ability to commit 
acts of unthinkable cruelty, cow- 
ardice and arrogance in the name 
of patriotism. 

During the most recent US war, 
in addition to the ranks of low- 
income youth and people of 
color, the military sent pigeons, 
chickens, dogs, dolphins, beluga 
whales and sea lions to partici- 
pate in the imperial conquest of 
Iraq and its oil fields. 

The chickens and pigeons were 
stuffed into cages that sat on top of military Humvees. 
Their function was to "test" the air for chemical weapons — 
never mind that the military has spent dumbfounding 
amounts of taxpayer money on state-of-the-art chemical 
detection equipment. 

Just how well did the gas detection program work? 
Without the help of any chemical weapons, 41 out of the 
43 chickens deployed to the region died within a week of 
arrival — probably from the stress of the trip. 

Dogs are some of the military's more accepted inden- 
tured servants. Certainly, their species is not new to mili- 
tary exploitation. During World War II, the US Army used 
"tankdogs" laden with explosives to blow up German 
tanks. According to officials, the 1,400 dogs who were 
recently sent to Iraq were only used to detect mines and to 
rescue dead and wounded personnel. 

One of the more bizarre examples of animals used by the 
military was when the US launched Project X-Ray in World 


War II. The plan was to attack 
Japan with bats carrying tiny 
satchels bearing incendiary de- 
vices. However, it backfired 
when, on a practice run, the 
bats attacked the wrong target 
and set fire to a military airfield 
in New Mexico. 

The use of dolphin* and other 
cetaceans for military purposes 
is more controversial. The Ma- 
rine Mammal Program has al- 
ways been shrouded in secrecy. 
In the decade after the program 
began in 1 960, cetaceans became 
an obsessive curiosity for mili- 
tary experimenters from the US 
Navy and the Soviet Union. The 
Navy studied the underwater 
| sonar capabilities of dolphins 
| and beluga whales to learn how 
^ to design better radars. Through- 
1 out the decades since, military 
1 vivisectors have butchered thou- 
| sands of dolphins during "inva- 
| sive laboratory research." 
s The Navy also trained dol- 
| phins, beluga whales, orcas and 
I sea lions to retrieve lost objects 
| underwater (including dropped 
3 nuclear warheads), deliver 
equipment to divers, guard boats 
and submarines and conduct un- 
derwater surveillance with cameras strapped to their 
mouths. A combination of rewards, incarceration, physi- 
cal abuse and starvation was utilized by the Navy to teach 
these animals such tricks. 

Many dolphin specialists and trainers balk at the notion 
of using dolphins to kill. The altruism of these animals and 
their cooperative nature toward humans and each other 
has been recorded for centuries. 

Between 1965 and 1975, several dolphin trainers re- 
signed after the Navy sent five dolphins to Vietnam, 
ostensibly to perform non-lethal activities. However, 
Dr. Michael Greenwood, a former military cetacean 
trainer and neurophysiologist, claims that during the 
Vietnam War, dolphins were taught to kill enemy swim- 
mers by using hypodermic syringes to inject them with 
pressurized carbon dioxide. This would cause the hu- 
mans to literally explode. It is speculated that the deaths 
of 40 Vietcong divers and two US servicemen were the 
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result of this top-secret program. It is now well-docu- 
mented that the Soviet Union's dolphin program — which 
developed in parallel to the one in the US and ended in 
the 1990s due to lack of funds — included such "killer 
dolphins." Greenwood also said that the Navy trained 
orcas to deliver explosives, including nuclear warheads, 
to enemy shores. The US government has denied 
these allegations. 

Recently, up to 20 sea lions were deployed to the Persian 
Gulf during the Iraq war. Accord- 
ing to the Navy, both dolphins 
and sea lions — who are deployed 
by land, sea or air — are taught to 
attach a restraining device to the 
legs of enemy swimmers. "The 
clamp is connected to a rope and 
signal buoy that humans with 
guns would then reel up, pre- 
sumably pulling up a human on 
the other end," an ABC News 
story reported. A BBC article left 
more room for the imagination 
when it reported that sea lions, 
who can swim as fast as 25 miles 
per hour, "can even pursue a 
suspect onto dry land." 

During the 1980s, former 
military dolphin trainers an- 
nounced that Navy dolphins 
were capable of planting mines 
100 times faster than humans. 

In 1985, Ken Woodal, a former 
US Navy SEAL, said that he had 
worked with three dolphins in 
Vietnam and that they were 
"quite effective in attaching 
light mines to enemy wharves 
and piers." The Navy continues 
to deny allegations that any 
cetaceans have ever been used 
to plant mines or bombs. 

In 1987, during the Iran-Iraq 
War, the US sent five dolphins to 
the Persian Gulf to protect Navy ships and locate mines in 
the harbor. At the time, it was reported that Iranian patrol 
boats machine-gunned every dolphin they saw, fearing the 
rumors that "American animals" were laying mines and 
spying with cameras. 

Official government documents released in 1990 admit- 
ted that 13 dolphins had died in Navy custody between 
1987 and 1990. More than half had suffered from starva- 
tion or stomach disorders. Testimony from a former mili- 
tary animal trainer, Rick Trout, exposed the military's use 
of starvation and physical violence as a routine part of 
training animals. "My second day on the job, I saw a sea 
lion kicked in the head for refusing to eat," he revealed. "I 
also saw a dolphin punched in the face." 

The military has forced these gentle mammals into 
acting as war machines by using electronic stimulation to 
manipulate the animals' brains. During the 1990s, there 
were many stories of how the Navy was fitting dolphins 


with neck harnesses that pressed small electrodes into their 
skin. Supposedly, the harnesses transmitted electronic 
signals that allowed human monitors to track and control 
them. An explosive charge was planted on the underside of 
the dolphins' necks that could be detonated if their captors 
lost control over them. 

In February 1998, 22 dolphin carcasses washed up 
along the coast of France. Sixteen of the 22 were reported 
to have a fist-sized hole on the underside of the neck. In 


a London Observer article, acci- 
dent investigator Leo Sheridan 
noted that the strange neck 
wounds were "consistent with 
a small detonation." 

In March, an Atlantic bottle- 
nosed dolphin named Tacoma 
"went AWOL" while being used 
by US Marines to locate mines 
in the Umm Qasr port of Iraq. 
Unfortunately, Tacoma had 
been fitted with an acoustic 
monitor on his fin and was 
located in less than three days. 
| The military also ties the snouts 
I of dolphins shut with a strip of 
^ velcro when the animals are 

0 

| let into the open sea. The mili- 

1 tary calls this an "anti-forag- 
I* ing device" and claims that its 
s function is not to control the 
| dolphins but rather to safe- 
S guard them from ingesting 
| harmful objects. Unable to eat, 
| runaway dolphins are likely to 
3 return to their captors. 

Like Tacoma, who was cap- 
tured from his home in the 
Gulf of Mexico, all of the marine mammals used by the 
military were either stolen from their natural habitats or 
born into captivity. When wild dolphins are captured 
for human use, they are chased down by motor boats 
until they are exhausted. The young are then stolen from 
their mothers and sent to chlorinated aquariums or 
military bases to live a life contrary to their instincts. 

Naturally, it is important for us to oppose the military's 
practice of using animals in war and apply public pres- 
sure to end this perversion and disgrace. However, we 
shouldn't stop there. The military's exploitation and 
disregard for living beings should come as no surprise. 
Ultimately, no human, animal, tree or rock will be safe 
from missiles or corporations until the US empire and 
war machine is dismantled. 

After working as an editor at the EF! Journal for almost a year, 
Puck is running away to become a bandit. 


The Plight of Animals in the Military 
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by Quicksilver 

In March, I took an unauthorized backpacking trip across 
a land of harsh beauty, a land defined by war. I want to relate 
an intense interaction with this land. 

Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) is the nation's fore- 
most control center for space-based warfare. Located in 
southern California, it is also a 
key command point for satel- 
lite surveillance, targeting, 
navigation and guidance of 
bombs and missiles. 

All intercontinental ballistic 
missiles test-fired over the Pa- 
cific Ocean come from VAFB. 

It is home to Titan, Atlas and 
Taurus rockets, as well as Pa- 
triot, Minuteman and Peace- 
keeper silos. Four out of the six 
new ground-based interceptors 
for the proposed Star Wars de- 
fense system will also be lo- 
cated here. 

VAFB's mountaintops bristle 
with antennae and giant re- 
ceiver dishes. Its coasts are lined 
with towering rocket-launch 
gantries. Its website proudly 
states that the domination of 
space, "the ultimate high 
ground," will enable the US to 
rule every battlespace. 

The 98,000-acre chunk of 
wild land claimed by VAFB is 
also Chumash territory. The 
only people who know the in- 
ner reaches of the base, besides 
tribal members who procure 
special passes to hunt and pray, 
are those who have trespassed 
to engage in backcountry ac- 
tions during the past 20 years. 

Their goal has been to disrupt VAFB's ability to carry out its 
operations by the very presence of intruders in high-security 
zones. One of the most notable successes came in 2001, 
when activists from Vandenberg Action Coalition by land 
and Greenpeace by sea delayed an antiballistic missile test 
launch for six days. 

Shortly before the official bombardment of Iraq began 
on March 19, VAFB announced that it would use lethal 
force against trespassers if deemed it necessary to protect 


its equipment and personnel in times of war. A few days 
later, several affinity groups defied the warning and infil- 
trated the 55-mile perimeter. 

"Underneath the military installations," a Chumash 
coyote warned, "are miles of bitter, unwelcoming Earth. 
Don't assume it wants you there." The coyote was the two- 
legged kind, and I'm grateful for his unexpected advice on 

crossing this forbidding bor- 
der. After all, when you're 
thinking like a coyote, the 
landscape changes before your 
eyes as you assess it strategi- 
cally for sightlines, ridgelines, 
hiding places and escape 
routes. You are alert to who's 
upwind and who's uphill, 
weighing the advantages of 
good cover versus ease of pas- 
sage, seeing versus being seen. 

I understand now why the 
base is penetrable. It doesn't 
need to protect the land, be- 
cause the land protects it. 
Surrounded by miles of wil- 
derness, only the actual instal- 
lations are under extreme 
guard. The terrain itself is a 
formidable deterrence against 
intrusion by all but the most 
I determined of wingnuts. 

And again the coyote was 
right. As one of my compan- 
ions observed, "It's as if the 
land itself is resisting the base. 
As if, over time, the very Earth 
becomes suffused with the vio- 
lence that grips it." Everything 
seems prickly, from the live oaks 
to the brambles to the solid 
walls of stark thorn. Poison oak 
is ubiquitous. There are those 
bushes we named the skeleton 
trees, quick to grab and trip with bone-white arms. There are 
hard tussocks, sudden ditches, steep hills. Yet there are oases 
too. Bushes of sage bless you with their aroma when you 
crash into them in the dark. 

Even if the land knew we opposed its enslavers, that didn't 
mean it would soften our way. 

We hiked through the night. When we could hike no 
further, we stopped to nap in the chill soil beneath a tree. In 
the morning, we hiked some more, hid to rest, gobbled trail 
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mix and continued on. Later we 
crouched on a hillside, waiting for the 
cover of dusk. " If we're going to be here 
for a couple of hours," I suggested, "we 
should find a place with some cover in 
case of helicopters." As if to corrobo- 
rate, a hawk dive-bombed our heads. 

As the sun went down, we got ready 
to move. We were nearing the center of 
the base, where fences surround con- 
crete bunkers and floodlights stain the 
sky, destroying our night vision and 
throwing shadows out behind us. As 
we crept below a powerline that sparkled 
with voltage, a siren wailed to life. We 
freaked: Had we tripped a movement 
sensor of some kind? But it wasn't an 
alarm; it was a massive jet engine gear- 
ing up. The wailing spiraled higher as 
we crouched in the bushes. Two mili- 
tary aircraft took off. A third landed. 

When things quieted down, we 
inched forward again. Two men with 
dogs, apparently coming in our direc- 
tion, created another brief panic. How- 
ever, we soon realized that they were a 
safe distance away and had nothing to 
do with us. 

After a hasty meeting, sprawled on 
our bellies amidst scrawny shrubs in 
the baleful glare, we decided to leave 
our spoor of banners and messages on 
an illuminated chain-link fence di- 
rectly facing the concrete fortress. 
Once they were in place, we booked it 
out of there as fast as we could. 

Relief grew as we got further from 
the lights. Even if VAFB had night- 


proaching the machinery this time 
around. Still, to get where we did and 
do what we accomplished was not 
easy. The implication could not have 
been lost on base personnel: If we 
had indeed been terrorists, rather 
than nonviolent dissenters, they 
would have been in deep trouble. 

Our audacity earned significant me- 
dia attention for our message: While 
battlespace dominance may be orches- 
trated at VAFB, true security has noth- 
ing to do with technological advantage 
or overwhelming force. We also dem- 
onstrated that we were willing to face 
risks in our opposition to imperialism. 
If we are serious about creating change, 
we cannot afford to shun risks. 

Our task is not complete. After the 
conquest of Iraq, the US empire will 
move on to its next victim, perhaps 
Syria, Iran, North Korea, Colombia or 
the Philippines. Meanwhile, in Iraq, as 
in Afghanistan, the symbiosis of the US 
government with corporate capital, the 
oil industry and the military industrial 
complex will thrive. The seizure and 
commodification of the dwindling 
stocks of oil and water — the keys to 
global power — will intensify. The mili- 
tarization of space will escalate. The 
use of indigenous lands for uranium 
mining and processing, toxic waste dis- 
posal, missile testing, drills and pipe- 
lines will continue. We're going to have 
to enter this place again. 

From her Santa Cruz headquarters, Quick- 
silver is trying hard to figure it all out. 


It’s as if the land itself is resisting 
the base. As if, over time, the very 
Earth becomes suffused with the 
violence that grips it. 

vision goggles and infrared 
sensors, the dark felt like a 
cloak and the guiding stars like 
old friends. 

As we crossed back over 
the line, our emotions were 
complex. Even while exhila- 
rated by the adrenaline of es- 
cape, I could not avoid a sense 
of futility. "Stop the war ma- 
chine," we had urged. Yet, we hadn't 
even slowed it down. Not being sui- 
cidal, we had held back from ap- 






Judi Bari Day in Oakland 

On May 24, 1990, a bomb ex- 
ploded in the car of Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney while they were 
organizing for Redwood Summer. 
The city of Oakland, California, 
falsely accused the duo of trans- 
porting the bomb and pro- 
nounced them terrorists. 

In what has been hailed as a 
remarkable turnaround, on the 
13th anniversary of the bombing, 
the Oakland City Council cel- 
ebrated its first annual "Judi Bari 
Day." A gathering at the site of the 
bombing marked the occasion. 

The city council encouraged 
schools, civic institutions and citi- 
zens to memorialize Bari and her 
work in advancing the causes of 
forest protection, eco-feminism 
and labor organizing through art, 
festivals, school assignments and 
other creative means. 


Bicyclists Win Big 

During the 2000 Democratic 
National Convention, Los Ange- 
les police arrested 7 1 critical mass 
riders. The bicyclists were riding 
to encourage alternative means 
of transportation and a bike- 
friendly culture. 

When they arrived at the jail, 
23 of the female cyclists were sub- 
jected to visual body cavity 
searches — on more than one oc- 
casion. California law states that 
it is illegal to strip-search those 
charged with misdemeanors. 

All but two of the bicyclists 
brought a lawsuit against the 
county and claimed emotional 
distress over their extended stay 
in jail and the strip searches. One 
of the women described the vi- 
sual examination by a "crew of 
belligerent uniformed officers" as 
"horrific and humiliating." 

In late March, the Los Angeles 
Board of Supervisors agreed to a 
$2.75 million settlement for the 
riders — $70,000 each for the 
women and $5,000 for each of 
the 48 men. 


% 
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Viewed A&Hvkfe Oud~ US Mili'far^j 


At midnight on May 1, thousands 
of Puerto Ricans celebrated the US 
Navy's withdrawal from the island 
of Vieques and the success of the 
resistance movement that helped 
oust it. More than 1 ,000 activists had 
been arrested since 2000 for protest- 
ing the military's occupation and 
use of the island as a bombing range. 
Now, even amidst the cheer of fire- 
works, music and cut razorwire 
fences, Vieques residents are prepar- 
ing for their next step in the struggle 
for liberation from the US: reclaim- 
ing their land. 

Administrative jurisdiction of the 
15,000 acres on the eastern end of 
Vieques was handed over from the 
Navy to the Department of the Inte- 
rior on May 1. As mandated by the 
2001 Spence Act, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service will administer the 
land as a wildlife refuge. This desig- 
nation requires the least amount of 
clean-up and does not adequately 
address the contamination left by 
the military. 

Radioactive depleted uranium and a 
long list of heavy metals from military 
equipment and explosives used dur- 
ing the six decades of bombing and 
shelling on the island have created an 
ecological disaster. The highly con- 
taminated beach areas, lagoons and 
coastal waters within the bombing 
zone, as well as the large amount of 
unexploded ordnance, will demand a 
long process of clean-up and restora- 
tion. Ultimately, this will only hap- 
pen if the land is returned to the people 
of Vieques. 

Many people in Vieques oppose the 
transfer of their land, appropriated 
and bombed, from the Navy to the 
Department of the Interior. During 
public hearings with representatives 
of federal and Puerto Rican govern- 
ment agencies in April, community 
spokespeople demanded the return 
of every inch of Vieques land to its 
people. Members of organizations 
such as the Committee for the Rescue 
and Development of Vieques (CRDV) 
confirmed their commitment to use 
civil disobedience again, if necessary, 


to push for environmental clean-up 
and the transfer of lands to the Puerto 
Rican government. 

The People United 

These are not empty threats. The 
successful campaign to stop the bomb- 
ing is testimony to the power of a 
people united. Throughout the archi- 
pelago of Puerto Rico and the world, 
people from diverse political, religious 
and class backgrounds participated in 
a multiplicity of actions during the 
past four years. These actions forced 
an end to the bombing that had been 
ongoing since the 1940s. 

Military control over two-thirds of 
the island, a depressed economy and 
the grave health effects attributed to 
environmental contamination were 
the basic issues denounced during 
the many years of struggle. But the 
death of David Sanes Rodriguez on 
April 19, 1999, shook the collective 


consciousness of all Puerto Ricans. 
Rodriguez, a civilian security guard 
working for the Navy, was killed when 
a fighter jet accidentally dropped two 
500-pound bombs. This was not the 
first death caused by the Navy on 
Vieques, but Rodriguez's death was 
the last straw. 

In the months following, a series of 
civil disobedience camps were estab- 
lished within the bombing range. 
Thousands of people from around 
the world participated in the cam- 
paign by acting as "human shields" 
to block the Navy's military maneu- 
vers. The growing resentment against 
the military's presence forced the US 
government to announce that only 
dummy bombs would be used and 
that exercises would be phased out 
within five years. 

On May 4, 2000, more than 200 
people were arrested in the protest 
camps, and the Navy began bombing 



" Not one more Vieqnense life should be lost" This cross was delivered to one of the bombing ranges. 
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again. As the second phase of the civil 
disobedience campaign began, 54 
people were arrested when they en- 
tered the restricted area. Other groups 
entered the bombing range in June 
and again in October. These actions, 
which included the former mayor of 
Vieques and a deacon of the Catholic 
Church, initiated a series of high-risk 
civil disobedience transgressions into 
the bombing zone. 

"Our people risked their freedom 
and their lives because we decided 
that we would no longer tolerate mili- 
tary abuse or the violation of our right 


to live in peace," said Nilda Medina, 
coordinator of the peace and justice 
camp that blocked the bombing 
range's main entrance from December 
1999 until May 2000. 

Between 2000 and 2003, more than 

1.000 people were arrested. Hundreds 
lobbied in Washington, DC, while 

100.000 marched in San Juan. The gov- 
ernor of Puerto Rico and non-govern- 
mental groups from Vieques sued the 
Navy, and Viequenses traveled world- 
wide to generate international support 
for peace on this small tropical island. 

Victory! 

Finally, in February, Secretary of the 
Navy Hansford T. Johnson officially 
certified the closing of the bombing 
range, stating that alternative sites had 
been identified. The potential areas 
include Florida's already-existing East 
Coast facilities, such as Pinecastle 
Bombing Range in Ocala National For- 
est, and bombing ranges in North Caro- 
lina, Georgia and Virginia. 

According to Dr. Deborah Santana, 
CRDV's advisor on military, environ- 
mental and land issues, the military's 


continued training and expansion of 
its operations elsewhere should not be 
viewed as a defeat. Rather, it is all the 
more reason to continue to oppose the 
US military industrial complex. 

AJanuary memorandum on the Ces- 
sation of Training at the Vieques Na- 
val Training Range, sent by the Chief 
of Naval Operations Admiral Vern 
Clark to the Secretary of the Navy, 
stated: "Physical security at Vieques is 
becoming ever more difficult and 
costly to maintain, given the civil un- 
rest that accompanies the Navy's pres- 
ence on the island. We have been 


successful in completing our training 
on the island only because of extremely 
aggressive and costly multi-agency se- 
curity actions. The level of protests, 
attempted incursions and isolated suc- 
cessful incursions generally remains 
high when battle group training oc- 
curs on the island." 

On this victory, CRDV representa- 
tive Robert Rabin reflected: "The 
people of Vieques have won a very 
difficult battle against great odds. 
This small, Caribbean community- 
together with the rest of the Puerto 
Rican nation — without firing a 
single shot, using peaceful, nonvio- 
lent civil disobedience, lots of 
prayer, music and commitment, 
stopped the most powerful military 
force in the history of humanity. 
Vieques is a ray of hope in a world 
that is dominated by violence." 

For more information, contact 
CRCV, POB 1424, Vieques, Puerto 
Rico 00765; (787) 741-0716; 

bieke@prorescatevieques.org; 
www.prorescatevieques.org. 

Thanks to Deborah Santana and Robert 
Rabin for their contributions to this article. 
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Toxic Spraying in Idaho 

An Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) pro- 
gram is seeking to kill invasive 
Mormon crickets by spraying 
highly toxic Malathion and other 
insecticides on 20 million acres 
of public land in southern Idaho. 
The APHIS proposal recommends 
using broad-spectrum insecticides 
that would kill nearly all insects, 
including many native pollina- 
tors, in the targeted area. 

Environmentalists are particu- 
larly concerned about the impact 
this blanketed spraying would 
have on fish and aquatic inverte- 
brates. The insecticides would be 
sprayed directly above intermit- 
tent waterways and adjacent to 
rivers and canals. 

In May, the Idaho Conserva- 
tion League, Xerces Society, West- 
ern Watersheds Project and the 
Committee for the High Desert 
requested the US district court to 
intervene. They contend that the 
program violates laws that aim to 
protect human health, water qual- 
ity and the environment. 

An End to Cod Fishing 

On April 24, the Canadian gov- 
ernment banned cod fishing off of 
the Atlantic provinces and Que- 
bec. Fisheries Minister Robert 
Thibault noted that cod remain in 
sharp decline even after a decade of 
reduced harvests and that Canada 
now needs to concentrate on con- 
serving the codfish population. 

Off the coast of Newfoundland, 
cod once swam in such abun- 
dance that historical records de- 
scribe scooping the fish from the 
sea in baskets, and the area be- 
came known as the codfish capi- 
tal of the world. Yet since the 
early 1990s, Canada's cod fishing 
industry has plummeted, espe- 
cially near Newfoundland. 

Scientists claim that cod popu- 
lations have diminished as a re- 
sult of overfishing, particularly 
by factory trawlers. 


Th k Sivialf, Caribbean eorvwwiitij — together wi th 
the rest of the Puerto Kloan nation — without firing 
a single Shot, usin^ peaceful, nonviolent cav\ I 
c/isofreofienee, lots of prater; musie and eowwitvient, 
Stopped the- m ost powerful rviifitartj foree in the 
history of humanity. 
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Albany A cdidefe Pcrail Asphalt Plant 



by David Harrison 

In May, neighbors and environmen- 
tal activists forced the City of Albany, 
New York, to rescind approval of an 
asphalt plant slated for a low-income, 
minority neighborhood in the city's 
South End. 

On May 7, 50 South End residents 
protested outside of a Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) hearing concerning the 
proposed plant. The plant 
would have been located 
just a few hundred yards 
from a public housing com- 
munity, an elementary 
school, a retirement cen- 
ter for elderly nuns and a 
center for the disabled. 

Wearing dust masks, 
pounding on drums and 
carrying signs that read 
"Stop the Plant," residents 
voiced a variety of concerns dur- 
ing the protest and the official 
public hearing that followed. 

Certainly, the greatest concern 
was over air quality. According to 
public documents, the plant would 
have emitted 13 pounds of sulfuric 
acid, 60 pounds of carbon monoxide 
and 13 pounds of particulate matter 
per hour. These emissions are known 
to cause acid rain, ozone depletion and 
global warming. They would have also 
contributed to increased cancer rates 
and exacerbated the already epidemic 
rates of asthma in the neighborhood. 

Many protesters voiced their opin- 
ion that while developers use asphalt 


to pave shopping mall parking lots 
and suburban driveways, residents of 
the South End are the ones left to 
suffer the burdens of the asphalt plant. 
They felt strongly that this proposal 
was a case of environmental racism 
and classism — the intentional place- 
ment of polluting industries in poor or 
minority communities. 

One speaker said he refused to be 
poisoned for suburban conve- 
nience and prosperity. "To 
hell with their malls and 
driveways," he said. "We 
can't even get a grocery 
store where 
we live." 

Finally, 
protesters 
denounced 


both the DEC and 
the City of Albany for the 
secretive nature of the asphalt plant 
proposal. While the plant was in the 
works for upward of two years, most 
residents had only heard of it a few days 
or a few hours before the hearing. 

By the end of the three-hour hearing, 
the 40 speakers had unanimously de- 
nounced the project. Many of them 
demanded that the DEC and the City 
of Albany rescind their declarations 


that the plant would have no health or 
environmental impacts and conduct a 
full investigation before a court judge. 
This would require the developers to 
file a complete Environmental Impact 
Statement on the project. 

On May 14, 30 people attended a 
press conference on the steps of City 
Hall. Speakers once again hammered 
home the severe health effects that the 
plant would have on local residents. 
The event was kicked off with reading 
a letter from Nell Stokes-Holmes, who 
lives just 100 feet from the proposed 
site. In poetic and passionate language, 
Holmes' described her Old South Pearl 
Street neighborhood as a place full of 
lifelong neighbors and children at play, 
as well a community constantly be- 
sieged by air pollution and illnesses 
caused by the existing industries at the 
Port of Albany. 

At the conclusion of the press confer- 
ence, plant opponents presented Al- 
bany Mayor Jerry Jennings with 600 
petition signatures that called for the 
city planning board to rescind its ap- 
proval of the plant. As the mayor 
accepted the petitions, he cited a com- 
mitment to environmental issues and 
stated, "My staff and I will make a rec- 
ommendation to the planning board to 
rescind approval of the asphalt plant." 

The next morning, this recommen- 
dation was confirmed when the plan- 
ning board rescinded both the site plan 
approval and its previous judgment 
that the plant would not have any 
adverse effects on the environment. 

Some people were disappointed that 
the city chose to focus on technicali- 



ty 



Arsonist? Tw&er Asphalt PL-ant 


In the early morning of May 9, an office trailer at the Port of Albany was 
set on fire. The trailer was being used by Tri-City Aggegate, the company 
planning to build a new asphalt plant in Albany's South End neighborhood. 

According to an Albany Police Department spokesperson, somebody 
threw a Molotov cocktail at the trailer and started the fire. No one was 
hurt, but the trailer was extensively damaged. 

At a contentious public meeting the week before, many residents voiced 
opposition to the new plant proposal. After the meeting, a principal of Tri- 
City Aggregate went to his car to find that his tires had been slashed and 
the hood of his car was damaged. 
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ties in rejecting the plant, instead of 
the more substantive and enduring 
issues of environmental racism, air 
quality and zoning. However, the de- 
cision still marks a major victory for 
neighborhood asphalt opponents and 
environmental activists. 

Albany County legislator Lucille 


In April, Houston-based Steag Power 
announced its plans to build a 1,500- 
megawatt coal-fired plant in the Four 
Corners area, most likely on the Na- 
vajo Reservation in northwestern New 
Mexico. The electricity generated 
would supply the markets in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Las Vegas, Nevada, and south- 
ern California. 

The coal-powered plant is intended 
to be the primary supplier for the 
Navajo Transmission Project, a pro- 
posed 470-mile, $600 million trans- 
mission line. Electricity would be 
shipped from a substation near 
Shiprock, New Mexico, across the Na- 
vajo Reservation to the Marketplace 
substation south of Las Vegas. 

This proposed line would be devel- 
oped by the Dine Power Authority and 
its partner, Virginia-based Trans-Elect, 
Inc. Trans-Elect has more than one 
billion dollars in assets and 14,000 
miles of transmission lines throughout 
the US and Canada. 

Steag Power is an independent 
power company that produces more 
than 10,000 megawatts of electricity 
worldwide. Once the contracts are 
established, Steag estimates that 
construction of the plant and the 
transmission line would take approxi- 
mately five years to complete. 

Coal mining has caused water deple- 
tion and pollution, and it has uprooted 


McKnight, who was instrumental in 
bringing the asphalt plant proposal 
to light, concluded, "We've got it 
stopped for now. But we have to keep 
our eyes on it." 

David Harrison is a teacher at the 
Albany Free School and an editor o/The 
Journal for Living. 


Navajo and Hopi families that live in 
the Big Mountain and Black Mesa ar- 
eas. "We strongly oppose the Navajo 
Transmission Project and any new fos- 
sil fuel power plants on or near our 
peoples' traditional land base," said 
Enei Begaye, a member of Black Mesa 
Water Coalition. "The burning of coal 
and gas emits many toxic chemicals 
that harm our land, water, animals, our 
people and our future. We cannot al- 
low our lands to be the battery that is 
powering an unsustainable, colonial 
energy system." 

Native American environmental and 
economic justice groups, including the 
Black Mesa Water Coalition, call for a 
transition to clean, renewable energy 
sources and sustainable economic devel- 
opment practices that reflect the Navajo 
and Hopi peoples' traditional beliefs of 
respect for each other and the Earth. 

"As indigenous peoples, we cannot 
allow federal energy policies that pro- 
mote further fossil fuel dependence," 
noted Begaye. "We cannot allow our 
people to be the exploited labor force 
for these industries. We cannot com- 
promise the future of our children 
and grandchildren." 

For more information, contact Black 
Mesa Water Coalition, POB 895, 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039; (928) 226-0310; 
blackmesawatercoalition@yahoo.com; 
www.blackmesawatercoalition.org. 
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Pollution as Trespass 

DuPont maintains that its opera- 
tions in Victoria, Texas, have not 
had any impact on its neighbors. 
However, in May, the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld a 2002 
jury verdict against the corpora- 
tion for allowing air pollution to 
damage surrounding property. 

The ruling is the first in Texas 
to determine that monetary 
awards can be granted to indi- 
viduals whose land is "trespassed" 
upon by air pollution. 

The plant's neighbors, H.E. and 
Diana Stevenson and Sharon 
Harper, argued in the initial 
March 2002 civil trial that 
DuPont released "toxic and haz- 
ardous substances in the air,” 
which affected their health, the 
health of their animals and the 
value of their properties. 

Even though the jury agreed 
with the Stevensons and Harper, 
the decision also found that there 
was no negligence on DuPont's 
behalf, nor was there malice in the 
harm inflicted on its neighbors. 

Congress to Fuel Logging 

More than 100 conservation 
groups oppose the "Healthy For- 
ests Restoration Act of 2003" 
because it would fail to protect 
communities from wildfires, 
limit citizen participation in for- 
est management, undermine en- 
vironmental laws and authorize 
$125 million in taxpayer subsi- 
dies to log public land. 

However, on May 20, the US 
House of Representatives ap- 
proved the legislation, which was 
introduced by Colorado Repre- 
sentative Scott Mclnnis. 

Some environmentalists believe 
that the Mclnnis bill would be 
similar to the 1995 Salvage Rider. 
The US Forest Service would be 
able to conduct large-scale log- 
ging projects without consider- 
ation of environmental impacts, 
and it would eliminate the right 
of citizens to appeal. 
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New Coal-Fired Plant 
Proposed in Four Corners 
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by Matthew Cone 


New Mexico 
claims to be the 
"Land of Enchant- 
ment, " but anyone 
who has ever been 
to Farmington 


The PNM coal-fired power plant in New Mexico 


th 

Truth be told, I 
had mixed feelings 
about witnessing 
the destruction 
wrought by the 
power plants. In 
seventh grade, my 
entire science class 


knows differently. Motorists driving 
into town are greeted by a brown layer 
of smog and a road sign proclaiming 
that they have just entered a "public 
power community." But first time visi- 
tors may be better off listening to some 
of the locals, who more accurately de- 


the damage firsthand. The San Juan 
Generating Station had been in the 
news for violating multiple Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) regu- 
lations, and I had caught wind of a 
lawsuit that was about to be filed by a 
local rancher, R.J. Hunt. 


was bussed out to the San Juan Gener- 
ating Station for a field trip that turned 
into a nightmare. We were shown a 
power plant that billowed thick, black 
smoke, strip mines that gutted the Earth 
and pits that contained solid black 
waste. It was then that I decided some- 


scribe Farmington as a "national sacri- 
fice area." 

Two of the largest coal-fired power 
plants in the world are on the outskirts 
of town, and they've helped put the 
Four Corners area on the map. To- 
gether, the notorious power plants 
create a thick, deadly cloud of pollu- 
tion that has been seen by astronauts 
on the moon. 

In March 2002, I decided to take a 
trip out to one of the plants to survey 


At issue was an arroyo no larger than 
an irrigation ditch. Hunt claims that 
the Public Service Company of New 
Mexico (PNM) was dumping waste 
from the generating station into 
Shumway Arroyo. He first realized 
something was wrong when hundreds 
of his sheep started dying for no ap- 
parent reason. He could see it with his 
own eyes: There was literally black 
liquid running down the arroyo from 
where his sheep drank. 


thing was terribly wrong with the coal- 
fired power industry. 

Against my better judgment, I went 
back to that wasteland. When I ar- 
rived at Hunt's outfit in Waterflow, 
New Mexico, he was inspecting his 
new shotguns. "Do you shoot, Matt?" 
I told him I didn't, but he tossed a 
gun into my hands anyway. We 
talked about guns for a while, then 
went on a tour of his meat and mut- 
ton shop. 




Ecuadorians Evict Oil Company 

On May 14, indigenous leaders from Ecuador and Peru 
delivered an eviction notice to Burlington Resources at 
its headquarters in Houston, Texas. 

Burlington, one of the world's largest oil and gas explo- 
ration companies, has been attempting to exploit oil in 
the Amazon rainforest against the will of the people. 

Past oil activities in the region have proven disastrous, 
resulting in contamination, poverty and deforestation. 
Burlington has partnered with other multinational corpo- 
rations in an attempt to "divide and conquer" the Shuar, 
Achuar, Zapara and Kichwa indigenous nations — who 
number more than 100,000 people. Indigenous opposi- 
tion has prevented oil development for seven years. 

Burlington was forced to suspend the terms of its 
contract with the Ecuadorian government after indig- 
enous communities utilized a variety of tactics, ranging 
from blockading airports to litigation before interna- 
tional tribunals. However, the concern that Burlington 
Resources may illegally move forward without the con- 
sent of the indigenous nations still stands. 


Protesters Rage Against the G8 

In early June, leaders from the Group of Eight (G8), the 
seven richest industrial nations plus Russia, met in Evian, 
France, to discuss world economic and military policies. 

A 30-mile security perimeter stopped protests from 
happening in the city. However, more than 50,000 
people took part in protests in the neighboring cities of 
Lausanne and Geneva, Switzerland, as well as in 
Annemasse, France. 

Beginning on May 31, protesters demonstrated fierce 
opposition to the G8, including its failure to eliminate 
Third World poverty and the spread of AIDS. Also target- 
ing the US/British occupation of Iraq, the protesters' 
methods ranged from marches, fireside vigils and ban- 
ner drops to blocking traffic and property destruction. 

In one instance, 4,000 people rallied at the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) headquarters in Geneva, 
tearing down its sign and painting "Smash the WTO" 
on its walls. From there, people broke windows at the 
International Trade Center. Police fired tear gas but 
were unable to disperse the crowd. 
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"As soon as that good for nothing 
lawyer shows up, we'll be off!" he said. 
The lawyer, David Pottenger, was al- 
ready half an hour late. Finally 
Pottenger’s beat up, 20-year-old Chevy 
Suburban pulled into the gravel lot, 
and he emerged from a cloud of dust. 

Bom and raised in Waterflow, Hunt is 
a small business owner. His meat shop, 
R.J. Hunt Sweetmeats, does a booming 
business among Navajos and honkies 
alike. Like most of his clientele, Hunt 
lived in the San Juan basin before the 
power plants were built. His ranch and 
house sit next to an arroyo, which we 
could see from the car. "That thing 
never had water in it until they built 
that damn power plant," said Hunt. 
"They told us that it was just water, and 
we believed them. We didn't know any 
better. Our drinking wells were right 
next to that arroyo, and we just kept 
drinking out of them until people started 
to get sick. " According to local, state and 
federal laws, PNM is not allowed to 
make any liquid discharge. 

The menacing power plant loomed 
ahead, but Hunt pulled off onto a dirt 
road before we got there. I could 
clearly see water flowing from PNM's 
side of the fence into the arroyo. 
Pottenger jumped onto the bank and 
started shouting: "It rained a couple 
of days ago, but it didn't rain this 



much! This is what PNM calls zero 
discharge." More disturbing than the 
amount of water was its color. It wasn't 
at all clear like the water in the San 
Juan River — it was brown. The banks 
of the arroyo were 
caked with a soft 
gunk that was as 
black as coal. 

"What is this 
stuff?," I asked as 
I took pictures. 

"Who knows," 
responded Hunt. 

"They're dumping 
something in here, 
that's for sure.” 

Actually, Hunt 
did know what it 
was. Pottenger 
had hired a hy- 
drologist several 
months ago, and 
the results were in. 

The independent 
testing revealed 
that the sludge in the arroyo is satu- 
rated with 44 times the EPA's maxi- 
mum contaminant level of chromium. 
Other metals that exceeded the EPA 
standard were arsenic, 68 times; cad- 
mium, 72 times; barium, 97 times; lead, 
560 times; manganese, 3,330 times; 
iron, 27,000 times. This sludge flows 


down the arroyo and into the San Juan 
River. The sludge could actually make 
it as far as Lake Powell, Arizona. 

We got back in the truck and retraced 
our path. Pottenger interrupted the si- 
lence. "See that 
hazy cloud com- 
ing out of genera- 
tor three? That's 
fly ash. We've told 
the EPA, and it 
won't do any- 
thing. The people 
that work around 
that are going to 
be in sorry shape. 
| Their lungs will lit- 
erally disintegrate 
I if they breathe that 
| junk in." 

Suddenly, Hunt 
stopped the truck 
and got out. "Look 
at this!," he said. 
"They replace 
these signs every 
year!" He ripped one of the steel warn- 
ing signs off of PNM's chain-link fence 
and tore it in half with his bare hands. 
"Have you ever seen anything like 
this?," he asked me. "What kind of 
junk does PNM put in the air that 
makes signs disintegrate?" He threw 
continued on next page 


R.J. Hunt poses with one of his sheep , which 
was "mummified" from drinking toxic runoff 
from the PNM power plant. 


One thousand German police were added to the ranks 
of Swiss and French police forces, who responded to the 
protests with extreme violence. Numerous people were 
seriously injured as police used water cannons and fired 
excessive amounts of rubber bullets, tear gas and concus- 
sion grenades into crowds. 

Activists Expose Death Profiteering 

On April 14, activists blockaded the entrance to 
ChevronTexaco's headquarters in San Ramon, California, 
to expose its profiteering off the suffering of people and 
the environment. 

Demonstrators parked an old station wagon outside of 
the building and slashed all four tires. They then formed 
a human chain with their arms linked through the car 
withPVC pipe, blocking ChevronTexaco's main entrance. 

Activists highlighted Chevron's policies of destruction, 
using the context of the anti-war and globalization move- 
ments to show solidarity with people affected locally. 

Much of the crude oil that Chevron will attain as a 
result of the war on Iraq will be processed in the city of 
Richmond, California. The Chevron refinery is consid- 
ered the city's biggest polluter, and it is located in a 
minority neighborhood where people have been fight- 
ing the company’s toxic negligence. 


International Day of Action Against US- 
Russian Plutonium Deal 

Twenty Russian activists from the group Ecodefense 
were arrested on May 27, near the Ministry of Atomic 
Power in Moscow. Activists in the US and Russia protested 
using plutonium (MOX) fuels in civilian nuclear reactors. 
After hanging a banner saying, "Stop Plutonium," in 
central Moscow, Ecodefense demanded that the G8 not 
fund this dangerous use of weapons-grade plutonium. 

In the US, the Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service and the World Information Service on Energy 
rallied at the US Department of Energy headquarters in 
Washington, DC. A mock nuclear casket was paraded 
with large puppets bearing the message: "MOX Makes 
Getting to Yucky Yucca Mountain Yuckier!" 

There were also protests in Siberia, near the town of 
Seversk, where a nuclear accident caused contamination 
in 1993. As part of a joint US-Russian plan, a new pluto- 
nium facility would be built in Siberia in the near future. 

The protests came on the eve of the G8 Summit where 
the issue was scheduled for discussion. Environmental- 
ists prefer the immobilization of current plutonium 
stocks as a much cheaper and safer option than using 
MOX in civilian power plants. 

■ ■ I I I — I • S 
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The Angel of Death continued 


continued from previous page 
the pieces of the sign on the ground in 
disgust and climbed back into the truck. 

The spoiler has come, I thought with 
disgust as I sat in the passenger seat and 
stared at the giant power plant. I under- 
stand that the Southwest used to pride 
itself on its clean air and water, but that's 
all gone now. Much of the fragile beauty 
of the desert has been destroyed once 
and for all, obliterated by the massive 
draglines and incinerated with the coal 
that has been stripped from the land. 

I was born too late, I thought bitterly, 
as I was overcome with anger and de- 
spair. I will never get to breathe clean 
air. I will never get to stand on a moun- 
tain and look out for hundreds of miles. 
I will never get to see the San Juan basin 
without strip mines and coal-fired 
power plants. The Southwest was sto- 
len from us by the developers, the 
politicians and the power companies. 
In return, we have water that is unfit to 
drink and air that is unfit to breathe. 
We've had our rivers dammed, our 
public lands stripped bare and our cit- 
ies filled with toxic gas. Our alleged 
leaders say that it's all in the name of 



PNM discharges liquid down the Shumway 
Arroyo in violation of state and federal laws. 


progress. Some progress, I thought to 
myself as I gazed at the brown cloud 
stretching across the horizon as far as 
my eyes could see. 

We were now trespassing on PNM's 
property. We passed several signs warn- 
ing us to turn back. We had passed the 
power plant several minutes ago, and 
there wasn't much to see other than 
the sagebrush and the alien-looking 


structures that carry the powerlines to 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

We climbed over a barbed-wire 
fence and stood looking at two mas- 
sive waste pits. They were built to be 
ponds, but there appeared to be a 
solid black mass in both of them. I 
picked up a rock and threw it at one of 
the ponds. It bounced off. 

"Show him the ladder," Pottenger 
said. Hunt escorted me to the other 
waste pit, where a ladder led down into 
the pond. It was apparent that the level 
of waste had decreased, and nickel- 
sized holes in the ladder were now 
visible where the waste had once been. 
"What kind of chemicals make holes 
like that? That there is a goddamn 
stainless steel ladder," exclaimed Hunt. 
All I could do was to shake my head in 
disbelief. It was apparent that this waste 
was highly toxic, yet it was being rou- 
tinely stored in aboveground ponds 
that were lined with what looked like 
ordinary trash bags. 

Hunt had filed a lawsuit 10 years ago, 
but his former lawyer had agreed to a 
settlement with PNM against Hunt’s will. 
Shortly thereafter, a check from PNM for 
hundreds of thousands of dollars arrived 
in the mail, but Hunt sent it back. 

Pottenger laughed, remembering 
when the FBI arrived at Hunt's house to 
collect taxes on the check he never 
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Navy Stung by the ELF 

The US Navy's recruiting headquarters in Montgom- 
ery, Alabama, was targeted by the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) on March 29. A large truck was set ablaze, and 
messages — such as "Stop the War" and "Leave Iraq" — 
were spray-painted on five Navy vehicles. This was the 
first documented anti-war action carried out by the ELF 
in North America. 

SUVs No More 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) spray-painted anti-war 
and anti-oil messages on nearly 65 SUVs and trucks in Santa 
Cruz, California, on April 8. Residents awoke the next 
morning to find "No War," "SUVs Suck," "No Blood for 
Oil" and other anti-war messages painted on their vehicles. 

The North Bay Ford-Lincoln Mercury dealership was 
hit the hardest. Forty trucks were vandalized with such 
sentiments as "Killer," "I love slavery” and "ELF." When 
told of the vandalism, Ford financial advisor Ingrid 
Stevison cried, "Why are they targeting us? I mean, we're 
not at war because of Ford.” 


To remove the graffiti, a local car repair shop estimated 
it would cost $600 per vehicle. 

In early May, 30 new SUVs and several luxury cars in 
Gainesville, Florida, had their windows defaced with 
glass-etching fluid. An anonymous communique claimed 
that the SUVs were vandalized due to their enormous 
contributions to air pollution and consumerism, as well 
as Bush's war on Iraq. 

Sprawl be Gone 

On June 3, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) set fire to 
a luxury home in Chico, California. The fire was extin- 
guished by water released from a melted PVC pipe. A 
communique stated, "Chico is slowly becoming victim 
to sprawl, and we will not sit back as all that is natural 
and beautiful is destroyed. Civilization as a whole has 
proven to be detrimental to human and non-human 
animals. We won't settle for anything less than complete 
collapse. Liberation for all life." 

The ELF burned down two houses under construction 
outside of Detroit, Michigan, on June 4. Damage was 
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cashed. "The sheriff knew," he said, 
smiling. "He told them that if they 
stormed that house, somebody was 
going to die. Hunt was holed up in 
there. He had his shotguns, and he was 
ready for them." The FBI left without 
incident, and Hunt never did pay taxes 
on the check. 

"I don't want their money," Hunt 
said. "I told them that a long 
time ago. Last month after 
the article came out in the 
Farmington Daily Times, PNM 
was out here again . They asked 
me how much I wanted. I told 
them to get off my property 
and never come back." 

It had become clear to me 
during the afternoon that 
Hunt is someone who cares 
about people, not profits, and 
he demands justice. "This 
company discharged so many 
sulfates down that arroyo that 
they mummified my sheep," 
he said. "They killed my fa- 
ther. He died of cancer. My 
wife has a pacemaker. One of 
my daughters recently had a liver trans- 
plant, and my son suffers from brain 
damage." I took one final look at the 
power plant and turned away. 

I had little hope as I walked away from 
the black waste pits. Far away in the 


twilight, I could see the sinister dra- 
glines moving slowly and silently, like 
giant monsters sucking the life out of 
the Earth. It can't last, I thought, as I 
took a deep breath of freshly polluted 
air. Who needs it, anyway? Who really 
needs electric toothbrushes, cell phones, 
televisions, gameboys, hair dryers, elec- 
tric pencil sharpeners and all the rest? 


Alternative, less-polluting methods of 
generating energy do exist. Unfortu- 
nately, the political initiative required 
to implement them does not. As corpo- 
rate and political leaders scheme and 
bicker over what to do, the San Juan 


Generating Station continues to un- 
leash its filth. According to the EPA, the 
power plant has increased its air emis- 
sions in recent years, despite a lawsuit 
filed by the Sierra Club and Grand Can- 
yon Trust to enforce compliance with 
the Clean Air Act. Incredibly, more than 
10 years after Hunt filed his first lawsuit, 
PNM still discharges waste down the 
Shumway Arroyo and into the 
San Juan River. 

The tour was over. It was 
dark now, and we headed back 
to the meat shop. When we 
got there, we sat in silence for 
a couple of minutes. "It's not 
right what they did," Hunt 
finally said. "They ruined my 
life." He turned and looked 
me in the eye. "People need 
to know what happened 
here," he whispered. The light 
was gone from his eyes, and I 
knew that he was tired of 
fighting. "You need to tell 
the people," he said softly. 
"Please tell the people." 
Matthew A. Cone, an under- 
graduate student at the University of 
New Mexico, is the former systems ad- 
ministrator for the national Campus 
Greens organization. His website, 
www.knowoutlet.com/mcone, contains 
more of his articles and opinions. 
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What is PNM putting in our air? 


estimated at $ 700,000. A $ 1 5,000 reward was announced 
for information leading to an arrest. 

A Glimpse of the ALF in Action 

On March 31, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) smashed 
the windows at two McDonald's, three butcher shops and 
one Burger Wisconsin in Wellington, New Zealand. 

On April 10, the Swedish ALF released more than 10 
percent of the 8,000 minks held captive at the Osttorps 
Fur Farm in Essunga. To help the minks climb the five- 
foot-high perimeter fence to freedom, the liberators built 
ramps out of materials found on the farm. 

A communique stated, " Animals have the right to live 
in freedom for their own sake. Fur farming and other 
business with animals and their bodies cannot go on. 
We will do anything so that the farmers will collapse 
economically, and so the minks can feel the ground 
under their paws at least one time before they die. 
Rather die now in freedom, than tomorrow by torture 
and captivity." 

Day of Action to Protect Forests 

On April 22, activists participated in a national day of 
action to protect US forests. Protesters gathered at re- 
gional US Forest Service (USFS) headquarters, political 


offices and logging company headquarters. They sent a 
clear message to the Bush administration that people 
will not sit idly by while forest policies are rewritten to 
increase logging and decrease public participation. 

Citizens from North Carolina, Alabama and Georgia 
protested the USFS at its southeast regional headquarters 
in Atlanta, Georgia. 

In St. Louis, Missouri, the Missouri Forest Alliance, 
Heartwood and the American Lands Alliance delivered a 
stump to Representative Dick Gephardt's office. The 
activists noted Gephardt's refusal to take a stand against 
Bush's Healthy Forest Initiative. 

In Buffalo, New York, the Friends of the Allegheny held 
an Earth Day campout in a downtown city park near the 
headquarters of National Fuel. National Fuel owns High- 
land Forest Resources, the company logging the largest 
timber sale in the East, and Seneca Resources, who is 
responsible for oil and gas drilling in northeast Pennsyl- 
vania and southeast New York. 

In Missoula, Montana, the National Forest Protec- 
tion Alliance and the Native Forest Network rallied to 
stop the destruction of forests and endangered species 
habitat. More than 100 people, including a samba 
band, marched through downtown to the USFS re- 
gional headquarters. 
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Whaf Wo Loavviocl in Molokai 




by Rich Zubaty 

One day last October, the listless and lackadaisical resi- 
dents of the "forgotten Hawaiian island" of Molokai woke 
up to the news that a cruise ship was going to dock outside 
of our reef in December. A floating city of 2,000 people 
intended to debark on our island of 6,000 inhabitants, and 
no one ever asked us! 

Walter Ritte, who participated in protests to stop the 
Naval "practice" bombing on the island of Kahoolaw, and 
Colette Machado, 
from the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, 
called a meeting. 

Ten people at- 
tended and what 
we immediately 
discovered was 
that we needed 
more information. 

So Machado flew 
in Isaac Moriwake, 
an environmental 
lawyer from Earth- 
justice in Hono- 
lulu. He made it 
clear that we were 
in for major envi- 
ronmental and so- 
cial impacts. Then 
Gershon Cohen, 
project director of the Campaign to Safeguard America's 
Waters, came in from Alaska. 

Cohen told us this: The Clean Water Act makes it 
unlawful to discharge pollutants from any "point source" 
into US waters without a permit. But discharge of sewage 
and grey water from vessels is exempt from this require- 
ment. Grey water can legally be dumped anywhere, even 
though the Environmental Protection Agency has deter- 
mined that grey water has the potential to cause significant 
environmental problems. 

A typical cruise ship produces 270,000 gallons of grey 
water, 30,000 gallons of treated sewage and 7,000 gallons of 
oily bilge water daily. All of this waste is dumped directly 
into the ocean. Cruise ships also produce air pollution 
equivalent to 12,000 automobiles, claimed Cohen. 

The cruise industry has a history of illegally polluting the 
waters in which it sails. From 1993 to 1998, cruise ships 
were responsible for 104 confirmed cases of illegal waste 
discharge, and they were required to pay more than $30 
million in fines. This is just the tip of the trashberg. In 
reality, this number represents only a fraction of the 
industry’s total illegal dumping. 

"And this from an industry totally capable of doing 
things right," says Cohen. "The industry spends $770 


million on advertising each year and is building new, 
bigger ships. More people, more garbage. Fifteen new 
mega-ships are presently under construction, but not one 
of them is installing the efficient new wastewater treat- 
ment systems available." 

So there we were in Molokai, about to have a chunk of 
Liberia parked in our backyard. "Foreign soil" that not 
even the Coast Guard was legally allowed to board or 
inspect. The director of the local tourist board told us, 
"The ship is coming, and there's nothing you can do 

about it." That 
was like waving a 
red flag in front of 
a bull. 

Under Ritte's pa- 
tient guidance, we 
held meetings and 
developed a con- 
sensus strategy. 
Obviously, we had 
to hold a protest 
when the ship ar- 
rived. Some people 
pledged to make 
posters, some to 
bring their boats or 
canoes, some to 
make food and still 
others to make t- 
shirts. There was 
no hierarchy in the 

group. White people and brown people, old people and 
young people, all pitched in to do whatever it was they 
could do best — just like making a luau. 

Moriwake filed for an injunction and that gave us the 
"opening" for a news story. We contacted the local media, 
but they completely ignored us. So — and this is what we 
learned — we contacted the national and international 
media, with "Molokai versus Goliath" as the sound bite. 
Abbie Hoffman would have been proud. We emailed 
corporate media from around the world. It was a "man 
bites dog" story. They sucked it up. 

And this is what else we learned. We attacked the entire 
cruise ship industry. We didn't limit ourselves to the issues 
relating to our sleepy little island because our issues were 
issues everywhere. 

On the day the ship was due to arrive, 1 00 of us met on 
the wharf in the predawn darkness. We joined hands in 
a circle and said a prayer. The red sun lifted out of the 
dark Pacific swells, and we saw the huge white ship 
running around in circles. Some tough-looking guys 
came ashore, glanced at all of us and returned to the 
ship. The next thing we heard was that the passengers 
were not going to come ashore because of high winds. 

We cheered and said another prayer. 



Residents of Molokai joined together to stop a giant, polluting 
cruise ship from debarking on their island. 
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A month later, the ship was sched- 
uled to come back again, and we got 
ready to protest again. But the ship 
never came. 

Soon afterward, an official with the 
Department of Transportation — which 
had issued the Memorandum of Under- 
standing that permitted the ships to 
visit — took one of our members into his 
office and shut the door. He told our 
person that the people in Molokai are 
"spoiling it for everyone, and if you guys 
shut up over there, there will be no 
cruise ships coming to Molokai." 

So we shut up. 

We heard an announcement a week 
later that the cruise ship lines were can- 
celing their seven remaining scheduled 
visits until they could hold a meeting 
with the Molokai community. Well, 
there's been no meeting, and no one has 
heard of any attempt to organize one. 
It's over, for now, I guess. 

Not a clean victory. But "a win is a 
win," as one member of our group said. 
By reacting before the ships got here, we 



held them off. The other Hawaiian is- 
lands have not been so lucky. 
Fisherpeople have seen rafts of trash 
floating off the island of Lanai. A char- 
ter boat captain in Maui reported hy- 
draulic fluid leaking from a cruise ship, 
but nothing was done about it. Recently, 
some Canadians — who videotaped mas- 
sive quantities of trash being ejected 
into the wake of a ship they were on — 
went public and announced that they 
would not go on a cruise again until the 
industry cleaned up its act. 

Carnival and Princess cruise lines are 
owned by the same family in Miami, 
Florida. They register their ships in Third 
World countries, hire labor at Third 
World prices and dump their trash wher- 
ever they feel like it. It's corporate impe- 
rialism at its worst. 

For more information, visit 
www.bluewaternetwork.org. 

Rich Zubaty hides out in the "corporate- 
free" zone of Molokai and is the author of 
The Corporate Cult and Your Brain is 
Not Your Own. 


Tho Evife of 

One of the fastest growing tourist industries, cruise ships 
are like floating cities of opulence, leisure and waste. A 
report released in May by the Vancouver Island Public 
Interest Research Group (VIPIRG) assesses the environ- 
mental and community impacts of cruise ships in Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada. 

The report, "Ripple Effects: The Need to Assess the 
Impacts of Cruise Ships in Victoria, British Columbia," 
predicts that this billion-dollar industry could expand by 
as much as 80 percent during the next decade. 

The cruise ship industry is notorious for its systematic 
pollution of oceans and the atmosphere. Frequently, com- 
panies mandate dumping toxic waste, raw sewage and 
wastewater illegally at sea. Unlike the US, Canada does not 
have laws to regulate the dumping of many poisonous 
substances. Thus, cruise corporations make it a regular 
practice to unload sludge as soon as the ships sail north of 
the US border. Since 1998, three out of four of the major 
cruise corporations have been convicted of felonies for 
environmental pollution. 

A large cruise ship can be up to 900 feet long and carry as 
many as 5,000 passengers. Every week, a Royal Caribbean 
cruise ship can expect to discard into the ocean: 75 pounds 
of batteries, 117 gallons of dry cleaning waste, 2,262 
gallons of photo processing chemicals, as well as thou- 
sands of gallons of oily sludge that is left over from burning 
diesel bunker fuel. This is in addition to the engine and air 
conditioning coolants, hydraulic fluid and other solvents 
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that are gifted to marine life. The ships also incinerate 
garbage on board, which releases cancer-causing dioxin, 
furan and heavy metals into the atmosphere. 

Every ship carries many metric tons of ballast water to 
control its weight. This water is taken on in one port and 
dumped elsewhere. By this method, marine organisms and 
exotic species are transported from one location to another, 
sometimes dramatically affecting ecosystems. It is estimated 
that 85 percent of the San Francisco Bay has been taken over 
by exotic species due to the release of ballast water. 

For more information, visit www.vipirg.ca. 
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A tried-and-true Animal Liberation Front wolf to 
Nana, the matriarch of a herd of elephants in South 
Africa, for freeing antelopes being held at a private game 
reserve in April. Nana swung the capture pen's gate open 
after she undid its metal latches with her trunk. She then 
joined the rest of her herd, who watched the antelopes 
bound away before they too walked off into the night. 
The game reserve was planning on relocating the ante- 
lopes for a breeding program. 

A wild and free, captivity-smashing pack of wolves to 
the residents of Maui, Hawaii, who successfully fought 
to ban the exhibition of captive cetaceans. After receiving 
hundreds of letters and 
more than 15,000 peti- 
tion signatures, the county 
council added Maui to the 
growing list of places in the 
US that have banned displays 
of dolphins and whales. In addi- 
tion to cultural, spiritual and eco- 
nomic reasons, council members 
also pointed to the stressful living 
conditions these animals endure. 


A fearless, defiant wolf to Charlie 
"Wolf" Smoke, an indigenous citizen of 
Turtle Island who refuses to allow Canada 
or the US to impose citizenship on him. As 
a person of Mohawk, Lakota and Seneca 
descent, Wolf does not feel he needs the 
Canadian government's permission to 
live in what is now called "Canada." As 
a result, he has been persistently ha- 
rassed and targeted 
by both Canadian 
and US authorities. 



A pack of wolves 
fighting 'til the last 
drop to the four 
starving lions who 
clawed through a 
crumbling wall to 
escape their enclo- 
sure at a Baghdad 
zoo. Like many 
other animals at the 
zoo, the lions were 
abandoned and left 
unfed for days after the 
US started bombing the city 
in March. Two of the lions 

charged at US troops, who responded by opening fire 
and killing them. 

A howling wolf that will not be silenced to the Ferrel 
Collective, a small group of activists who brought the Senate 
to a screeching halt on April 10. Protesting new budget and 
military allocations about to be voted on, the five activists 
disrupted the Senate chambers, chanting anti-war slogans as 



senators and C-Span cameras looked on. "The unjust and 
dangerous war in Iraq is part of an expanding corporate 
agenda to put profit interests over our interests as communi- 
ties," said a handcuffed member of the Ferrel Collective. "Our 
government is not hearing us, so we have to make our voices 
heard. We must retake the space that is being mn by dollars 
and greed." 

A hypocritical two-wrongs-don't-make-a-right poodle 
to the Better World Club and Future Forests for easing the 
consciences of jet-setters. Both companies offer "guilt free 
travel with carbon offsets" so that customers can "fight global 
warming while they fly." A round trip flight from New 

York to Lon- 
don spews 
440 tons of 
greenhouse 
gases into the at- 
mosphere, 
which is about 
the same amount 
that 80 SUVs emit 
in a full year of hard 
driving. Customers of the Port- 
land, Oregon-based Better World 
Club pay up to $22 toward re- 
placing inefficient oil-burning 
boilers in Portland public 
schools. Future Forests, head- 
quartered in London, offers to 
neutralize airplane emissions 
by planting up to five trees or 
by supplying five energy-saving 
light bulbs to developing coun- 
tries for each long- 
range jaunt. 

A baby-blue-eyed, 
mad-cow Happy 
Meal poodle dipped 
in oil and vinegar 
to Paul Newman for 
his partnership with 
the 30,000-strong 
chain of McDonald's 
restaurants. Once 
known for his strong 
sense of ethics, the 
actor agreed to sell the 
salad dressings made by 
Newman's Own to the 
fast-food giant. Let's hope 
that Paul's belief that "eating well 
is the best revenge" backfires with karmic and gastrointes- 
tinal indigestion for him and the 50 million people in 
more than 130 countries who eat McCrap daily. He 
should have stuck to his motto: "Why mess with ham- 
burger when you can have steak at home?" McDonald's is 
one of the most sued and vandalized corporations in the 
world, and it has reported a drop in sales for more than a 
year now. 


Wolves and Poodles 
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Law Collectives and 
Radical Legal Defense 
in the U S and Canada 


esource Guide for Activists 


My name’s Dan Spalding, with the Midnight Special Law 
Collective. I’m part of a growing network of law collectives that 
provide legal support for activists and work with community 
groups. As you’ll see, law collectives support people fighting 
for social change, and do it in a way that models the world we 
want to live in. 

This is my take on our part of the movement for social justice. 
It’s completely subjective, except when I’m quoting the law 
collectives I’m talking about. But I’ve been doing this work for 
just over three years now, which makes me something of an old 
man [sic] on the scene. Any insights are accidental; any mistakes 
are completely my own. 


What’s a law collective? 

As a movement, we still haven’t sat down and decided what 
exactly defines us. We tend to care more about “action” than 
“writing up our manifesto to print in our newspaper.” (We don’t 
really have a newspaper.) 

But from what I’ve seen, a law collective is a group of folks who 
help protesters understand and defend themselves in the legal 
system. We do everything from know-your-rights trainings to 
legal observing to hooking up arrestees with lawyers to organizing 
court support. 

We also do our work democratically. Internally, that means we make 
our decisions collectively — by formal or informal consensus. We 
prioritize making sure everyone develops skills and no one (or 
everyone) is stuck doing drudge work. 

Externally, we strive to work with the activists we’re supporting. 
That means making sure they’re the ones deciding on the legal 
strategy, and not us, and making sure they understand and are in 
control of their legal defense as much as possible. 

Some of us do more than work with activists. Midnight Special has 
a project where we represent people through the process of making 
complaints against the police in Oakland and Berkeley, California. 
Common Front Legal, in Ontario, Canada, does much more — as 
you’ll see here. 



Fun fact! 

All of these law collectives 
are skeptical of lawyers. 
Lawyers are (generally) used 
to bossing folks around, and 
they have trouble making 
democratic decisions. 
Midnight Special has one law 
student and no lawyers. But 
most law collectives have one 
or more lawyers. 


Need legal help but... Don’t know who to call? Don’t live in one of these cities? Don’t fret! Contact 
us anyway — any of us. Law collective folks are friendly, and even if there isn’t a group in your town 
that calls itself a “law” “collective,” there’s a good chance there are radical legal people close by. 
We’ll get you in touch with them. 


Law Collectives Abound the US 


DC Justice and Solidarity Collective (Washington, DC) 

www.justiceandsolidarity.org 
(202) 544-8611 
info@justiceandsolidarity.org 

One of a number of local law collectives that has sprung up 
over the past few years, the DC Justice and Solidarity Collective 
surfaced in the Spring of 200 1 . We formed in response to the needs 
of a growing community of DC activists with whom we share a 
commitment to the struggle against the ravages of global corporate 
capitalism, imperialism, militarism, racism, homophobia, 
misogyny, and social injustice. 

W e combine our resources with those of the existing progressive 
legal community to: act as a clearinghouse of information, provide 
or arrange for relevant and/or requested trainings, and support the 
empowerment of arrested individuals by employing emotional and 
court support. We are currently seeking ways to work within the 
broader DC community. 

Collective members include activists, legal workers, and 
lawyers who represent radical political ideologies. 

People’s Law Collective-New York City 
(PLC-NYC) 

www.tao.ca/~nycplc 
nycplc@tao.ca 

The PLC-NYC provides legal support, 
training, and education to people and groups 
engaged in radical action toward liberation and 
equality. We act as a radical presence in the legal 
community, provide jail support for activists 
that have put themselves in peril, facilitate popular 
education and training on rights and legal issues, 
and assist other communities in organizing legal 
collectives of their own. 

R2K Legal Collective (Philadelphia) 

www.r2klegal.org 
(215)925-6791 
info@r2klegal.org 
Much like Libertas, R2K legal — named after the Republican 
2000 national convention in Philly — has been defending hundreds 
of arrested protesters for the last few years. Here 's how they ’ve done 
with defending the 420 arrestees: 

As of April 16, 2001, we have completed all initial 
misdemeanor trials. As of February 4, 2003, there are three 
remaining felony cases yet to be tried: The Timoney 3. 

300 — Number of people charged with misdemeanors 
43 — Number of people charged with felonies. Note: Many 
people arrested were never charged and were released without 
paperwork 

1 06 — Number of people charged with misdemeanors who took 
an Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD). Note: ARD terms 
were six months probation, restitution, with no record or conviction. 

237 — Number of people charged who rejected ARD or other 
plea bargains and went to trial 


Of the 1 94 misdemeanor defendants that chose to go to trial: 

1 3 — Misdemeanor convictions 
10 — Summary convictions 

Of the 43 felony defendants that chose to go to trial: 

37 — Charges thrown out or reduced to misdemeanors 
1 — Felony plea bargain (probation only) 

3 — Yet to go to trial 

Note: These 3 young men were accused of engaging in a 
scuffle with police — including then Philadelphia Police 
Commissioner John Timoney. 

96% — Percentage of wins vs. losses (including those that 
took the non-conviction plea bargain as wins). 

Midnight Special Law Collective (California) 

www.midnightspecial.net 
(510) 834-1883 
info@midnightspecial.net 

Midnight Special Law Collective has been around since just 
after the 1999 Seattle/WTO protests. We helped with legal support 
for the misdemeanor arrests and then moved to DC for the 2000 April 
16 protests, where we did legal training as well 
as legal support. Afterward, we moved to Los 
Angeles for the Democratic National 
Convention — where we did it all again. 

Afterward, we were weary and broke 
from the protest hopping. We decided to move 
to Oakland and become more centered in our 
community. Since then, we’ve focused on 
legal training and support for activists and 
working with community groups. 

One of our frustrations is that most of the 
people we train are young, middle-class white 
activists. So we’ve produced a “Know Your 
Rights” comic book geared toward youth of 
color but good for everyone. We’ve already 
distro’d 6,000 copies, mostly to organizers and 
teachers who work with youth of color. T o folks 
like that we give them away for free. Otherwise 
we ask for the cost of printing and shipping: about 25 cents each. 

Finally, we’ve worked with a local community group to help 
folks who are harassed by the police get through the police 
accountability system in Oakland and Berkeley. As weak as the 
system is here, it’s still better than virtually anywhere else in the 
US. Ultimately, we want to teach folks in our community how to 
represent themselves and each other in this process. 

Legal Support to Stop the War (San Francisco) 

www. actagainstwar. org 
(415) 285-1011 
daswlegal@riseup.net 

Meet the newest member of the law collective family! Legal 
Support collective (or LS2S W) is organizing the legal defense for 
over 3,000 people arrested in six different local jurisdictions 
protesting the war and American occupation of Iraq. 

CONTINUED... 




...CONTINUED 


We ran a legal office for the numerous protests in the weeks getting released from police custody, or afterward. Finally, now 
leading up to the war. Then we staffed an office 24/7 in the days that almost everyone’s misdemeanor charges were reduced to 
just before and after the war, when over 2,000 people were infractions, we’re educating folks and helping organize their 
arrested (some of them repeatedly — you know who you are), massdefense. As ofJune, we have over 600 cases on the calendar, 
Then we collected the information for those folks as they were and we plan on winning them all. 


Staying Frosty: Law Collectives in Canada 


There are two long-standing law collectives in Canada: 
Libertas and Commonfront Legal. Canadian activism always 
inspires me for being radical and solid, and the work of these 
collectives is no exception. They also embody three law 
collective archetypes: long-standing court support, 
demonstration support, and providing services to targeted 
communities. 


Libertas Legal Collective 

(514)842-3251 
legal@tao.ca 

Libertas— formerly Quebec Legal — 
is organizing the defense of the over 400 
people arrested during the Summit of the 
Americas/FTAA protests in Quebec City 
in the Spring of 2001. They’ve been 
working non-stop for the last two years 
collecting evidence, tracking down 
witnesses, and collaborating with radical 
lawyers. They’ve won virtually all their 
cases, but the hardest cases haven’t even 
started yet. Libertas is now located in 
Montreal, and they do legal support for 
protests — but not the legal follow up. 

Commonfront Legal 

www.ocap.ca 
(416) 925-6939 
commonfront-legal@tao.ca 
Commonfront Legal works with the 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
(OCAP), one of the fiercest grassroots groups fighting for 
poor folks’ survival. They use direct action from the 
Depression-era (massive sit-ins at welfare offices when 
benefits are denied, for example) with a modem anti- 
authoritarian street savvy (like not getting co-opted by joining 
government committees) to be extraordinarily effective in 
getting people the benefits they need to live. 

Commonfront Legal does legal support for OCAP’s 
militant street protests. But they also do a lot of direct action 
social work. Individuals in the collective train for years to 
learn how to represent undocumented aliens through the 
immigration process. In Canada, this work can be done by 
non-lawyers, and Commonfront provides skilled organizers 
to help folks out. They also work to help people go through the 
paperwork of getting government benefits, in addition to — 
but not in place of — OCAP’s tactics. 


Here’s one of their recent accomplishments: 

After seven years of fighting to live her life and raise her 
daughter in safety, Dorothy lgharo, a non-status Nigerian 
woman, has received written confirmation that she can remain 
in Canada and will be “ granted " landed status. 

Nigeria is a country with regional states governed by the 
Islamic law of sharia; recent verified 
cases have emerged from the north of the 
country in which women have been 
sentenced to death by stoning for having 
a child out of wedlock, a precedent which 
threatened Dorothy directly. As though 
that weren't enough, Dorothy felt the 
social norm of female genital mutilation 
would have put her baby daughter in 
grave danger. 

On December 10, Dorothy and 
members of OCAP, the Committee of Non- 
Status Algerians (Montreal) and No One is 
Illegal (Montreal) brought delegations to 
two immigration offices demanding that 
Dorothy’s deportation proceedings be 
stopped and that she be allowed to continue 
her life in Canada. The actions took place 
at the Greater Toronto Enforcement Centre 
(charged with administering deportations 
and detention) and the Ontario Regional 
Office oflmmigration. Dorothy, backed up 
by 20 supporters, forced their PR hack to 
hear her out while demanding that he look 
at her daughter ’s picture and explain why 
it was legitimate for Immigration Canada to tear her family apart. 
Eventually a meeting was granted in which Dorothy and fellow 
non-status women from the Non-Status Algerian Women’s 
Committee and OCAP continued to press for answers while 
delivering first-hand accounts of the dangers they face and the 
consequences for their children should immigration deport them. 

The day after our actions, a Director from the Enforcement 
Centre contacted Dorothy’s immigration lawyer, informing her 
that Dorothy’s Pre-Removal RiskAssessment had been approved. 
PRRA is a required procedure where immigration has to determine 
that someone they 've rejected for protection in Canada won ’t be 
subject to harm after removal to their country of origin. Fewer 
than five percent of all such assessments are won, and it way 
particularly doubtful that Dorothy would win her assessment as 
this would require immigration to question its prior decision to 
deny her refugee status. 


MARCH ON QUEENS PARK 
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HARRIS CAN BE STOPPED 


FIGHT TO WMH 



Female blanket octopuses ( Tremoctopus violaceus) stock- 
pile arms. This species lives upon the open ocean, where 
inch-long males, who weigh up to 40,000 times less than 
the six-foot-long females, search for their behemoth eight- 
armed femmes with enlarged eyes. When sighted, a rare 



Male blanket octopus 


event, a delighted male ejects sperm from a sac into a mature fast, favorable in the arms race to fertilize females. 


modified reproductive arm, severs it, hands it over to the It also allows them to harness stinging tentacles stolen 


female and dies. Females store arms in their mantle cavity from Portuguese man-of-war jellyfish for their own de- 



and can have quite a collection, more than what is needed 

to fertilize their eggs. 

The minute mass of males 
yy/ J means they 


fense. They grasp these tentacles, which contain tiny 
spring-loaded harpoons, in the suckers of two of their 
arms. It is a delicate operation that females are unable to 
perform because their large suckers can't carry such 
weaponry without triggering self-inflicting firing. 

Thus, this extreme example of sexual size dimorphism 
likely evolved in response to both sexual selection (a 
competitive edge for quickly maturing males) and natural 
selection (survival benefits accruing from taking size ref- 
uge in a stolen defense). 



Henry [eft the tightest footprint on 
^Mother Earth that a size- 14 shoe had ever [eft. 

confinement and on miles per hour. Yet, he reliably sup- 
hunger strike. A strict plied the treesitters month after month 
vegan, Henry, while in- during the early phase of the treesit. 
carcerated, refused to In the storage unit where Henry 
eat food that possibly cooked his meals, there hung small, 
| contained meat. Even- black-and-white newspaper pictures of 
J- tually, his jailers re- his inspiration: Red Cloud, Geronimo 
| quested a meeting with and Crazy Horse. Next to these were 
? the prosecuting attor- buttons that read: "Animal Liberation" 
- ney and the FBI. They and " the ALF is always watching. "Henry 
concluded that Henry walked the walk, took his bicycle always 
cut off from the Oregon Henry Stuart Hutto was 5 ecom j n g a cause and recycled everything. Fie left the 

Health Plan's medical coverage. celebre, and they didn't think that he lightest footprint on Mother Earth that 

Henry had a degree in wildlife ecol- was going to talk. Henry was released, a size-14 shoe had ever left, 

ogy from Florida State University. His More recently, Henry spent many Henry was loved by close friends in 
environmental and political heroism volunteer hours resupplying the on- Oregon and by his family on the East 

was unquestionable. In 1991, he spent going Red Cloud Thunder treesit in Coast. On September 10, under the 

45 days in jail for refusing to answer the Fall Creek area of the Willamette light of a full moon, Henry's ashes will 

grand jury questions about rescues National Forest. His vintage four-cyl- be interred at Waldo Lake, Oregon, 
at an animal-testing laboratory. He inder Ford truck could barely make it Ralph McDonald lives in Eugene, Or- 
spent those days mostly in solitary up the steep mountain road going 40 egon, and was a friend of Henry Hutto. 


by Ralph McDonald 

Henry Stewart Hutto 
of Eugene, Oregon, a 
longtime Earth First! and 
animal rights activist, 
ended his own life on 
April 19. At age 49, 
Henry was a very kind, 
honest and politically 
committed individual. 
He had been homeless 
for several years, suffered 
from an aggressive form 
of arthritis and had been 
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jA rmed with felons 


ait rights reserved to the authors 

Requiem for Ed Abbey 

bright sun showers drip 
over the salmon pink 
slickrock 

casting restless shadows 
where there should be none, 
time worn crags 
smoothed over by the 
red sand’s therapeutic love 
tower over the 
burning pine campfire. 

grinding together, these 
rocks of marbled sandstone 
know no time and have 
no name. 

they don’t care. 

they take what they 

want, what they need, 

and remain silent. 

it’s a somber silence, 

almost sad, but its 

ambivalence is not without love. 

people come to see them, 
to admire them, 
to love them to death. 

I am as guilty as the rest, 
and it is with this in mind 
that I kneel with 

the Skyline between the sun and I 
and silently whisper 
my act of contrition. 

— Tomas Hilla 


dear as cut $ Lass 

Si just as dangerous 

Third day of spring ’03 

Listening on our birthday 
birth is traumatic 
— From water world to 
drowning in air — 

but it is not war 
Alice Walker says 
Faith in the peace of nature 
Peace is not without pain 

When I told my uncle 
that I was going to 
march 

He said “They have cameras” 

I said “yes” 

He meant watch yourself 
be cautious 
maybe don’t go 
maybe don’t forget yourself 
your looks 

don’t forget they will beat you 
because they can 

my uncle was a saboteur 

He would destroy tractors 
used for mining 
copper, silver, uranium 
He said “They have cameras” 

He meant 

They will shoot you 
one way or another 

—Little Baby Jesus 
yellow Jacket Hands-o-plenty 
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Fugitive 


Wanted 


Height unknown, weight unknown 
Race, gender, hair and eye color unknown 


Last seen hiking into the desert, 
disappearing down a canyon 
Sleeping in an old growth forest, 
swimming in a mountain lake 
Reading a book in the shade of an 
oak tree 


Is friendly, honest w W 

likes to laugh and play jokes 

carries a backpack, wears boots 

will live with only a tent and sleep- ' ' > ■ 

ing bag 

can cook and clean 

survive on beans and rice 

knows how to use buckwheat, 

whole -wheat, barley and rye flour 

spends entire days doing nothing 

makes love indoors and out 

writes without getting paid for it 

paints without getting paid for it 

plays music, dances, and sings without getting fame 

for it 

can recite poetry by heart 

prefers shitting out-of-doors 

knows the phases of the moon 

can identify stars by their light 

birds by their song 

trees by their leaves 

clouds by their shape 

flowers by their bloom 

will not set an alarm clock 

is trying to help save the world 

is not trying to get ahead in the world 

is not upwardly mobile 

will not work forty, thirty or even twenty hours a 
week 




does not consume enough 

worry enough 

spend enough 

save enough 

has no shame 

has no credit 

has no insurance 

has no respect for money 


A reward is offered for any information 
leading to the arrest of this individual 
If found please immediately contact 
the FBI, CIA, the nearest police station 
or academic institution 


-Josh Gilman 


c>cn d poems to: 

TOtvizioi <£>oets Society 
14501 

TSeiketeif, 94712-5501 
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We the Swill 
Children 


by the Lord of the Flies 

It is likely that 
most readers of the 
Journal have gone 
dumpster diving 
or at least have 
considered it, 
thus, basic tech- 
nique involved is 
not our topic 
here, as it has 
been well covered else- 
where. Our story then, is 
how dumpster diving has 
played a part in commu- 
nity building amongst the 
riff raff in our town, which 
will remain unnamed. 

As any seasoned 
dumpster diver knows, 
you will often be in 
the presence of large 
quantities of a multitude 
of items. Oftentimes, you 
won't have the ability to deal with 
your score before it rots to the point 
of inedibility (perhaps an opportu- 
nity to pelt a most-deserving corpo- 
rate wanker?). 

Have you been torn, on occasion, 
seeing all of the food that is poten- 
tially headed to the landfill? Our 
solution was to attempt to collectiv- 
ize our community's food gathering 
and distribution. 

We began more than two years ago 
by establishing a distribution point, 
which was a fridge in the basement 
of a housing cooperative where some 
Food Not Bombs (FNB) folks lived. 
Our idea was to get bartering going 
between dumpster divers, which 
would lead to greater variety with 
less diving for everyone. It would 
also ensure a steady supply of food 
for FNB. We would schedule around 
each other so that we wouldn't hit 
the same dumpsters on the same 



night, using a calendar on the door 
of the fridge to coordinate. The fridge 
was named "Calypso" after the ship 
of the great diver Jacques Cousteau. 

We would talk about each other's 
scores to discern any patterns in 
dumpster activity. Certain dumpster 
routes formed that were recognized 
by code names. 

There were but two rules: 1) No meet- 
ings. This was mainly to avoid power 
struggles, boredom and inaction. There 
would be less talk and more dumpster. 
2) No iceberg lettuce and other such 
schwag. We wanted quality goods, or- 
ganic produce preferred, especially avo- 
cados and mangos. 

We talked to other dumpster divers, 
but at first there wasn't much trading. 
Maybe, we posited, some divers were 
uncomfortable with having to enter 
the housing cooperative due to its 


Community 
Building Amongst 


the Riff Raff 


usual weird energy. But there 
was loads of food. Too 
much, in fact, for we 
had piles upon rotting 
piles of molding, fly- 
infested food (the 
Horror). FNB couldn't 
cook and serve it all, 
so we tried to have 
regular food give- 
aways where we sim- 
ply set boxes of food 
out on the street at 
an advertised time 
and place. 

We hadn't learned 
how much was the 
right amount. Some- 
thing more sustain- 
able was needed. 

Some months later, those same 
people who were involved with FNB 
moved to another house that they felt 
would be a better location for the 
exchange point. And it was better. 
Calypso was in the yard, well hidden 
by a tall hedge, and no one would 
have to pass through a house to get to 
it. Soon a shade tent was added, as well 
as shelves, pallets and a bread cabinet. 
A small metal box for donations to 
help FNB and to pay for electricity was 
attached to a wire. 

Things would be different this time. 
Some of us realized that depending on 
society to be wasteful was not sustain- 
able, so we encouraged homegrown and 
wild-gathered food. We would take com- 
post to nearby gardens and send treats 
to the neighbors as tribute. We were 
trying to practice anarchy, but at times 
it seemed to resemble feudalism with no 
vassals, serfs, king or tax collector. 
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We made living on trash as fun as 
possible, and to that end, we created 
a wonderful new culture. We made 
up dumpster names like Sparrow, 
Nightsong, Sunshine, Tuber... just 
kidding. Actually, we had the Gleaner, 
Vomitropolus Nausitaurium, Junk 
Cousteau, Ghost Rider, Diving Miss 
Daisy, Little Digger, Wonder Woman, 
Taurus and a whole host of others. 

We would meet back at Calypso and, 
after a good score, celebrate with wine, 
pie, chocolate, smoothies and all man- 
ner of fruit that was minutes out of the 
dumpster and thus at the peak of ripe- 
ness (if it survived being consumed 
onsite) . We had contests for eating pills — 
vitamins and herbal remedies — and 
stuffing as many grapes in our cheeks as 
possible, then doing impressions of some 
famous actor. Bloated carrot juice bottles 
were flung to explosive effect. 

We made lists of the things we found 
and photographed some of the more 
absurd items. We tried to name our 
merry enterprise: The Gleaners, 
Dumpster Share, Dumpster Liberation 
Front, Dumpster Mafia and the Swill 
Children, but nothing really stuck. We 
involved siblings and parents, especially 
when The Gleaners and I — a French docu- 
mentary by Agnes Varda about people 
harvesting from the waste stream — came 
to our town's art house cinema. In case 
some of us hadn't built up the necessary 
enzymes, we had colloidal silver to cure 
the occasional upset stomach. 

Enthusiasm led to the conception of 
a "Dumpster Olympics," where team 


and individual events would include: 
hanging on the edge, loaded bicycle 
obstacle course with a jump, iron 
dumpster chef (a cook-off), time trial, 
scavenger hunt, diving style, bo; surf- 
ing, endurance and many more. We 
formed teams roughly by household. 
This went hand in hand with an evo- 
lution of techniques and equipment, 
including teamwork, flashlights, 
headlamps, bike racks, trailers, load- 
ing methods and dumpster mapping. 
The Dumpster Olympics didn't hap- 
pen — the lack of meetings is probably 
to blame — but it still could. 

Some of us had spread the word far 
and anon. And sure enough, we had a 
crusty punk explosion. We had ad- 
vertised too well, and as a conse- 
quence, lots of people we didn't know 
started coming through. Maybe they 
weren't entirely responsible for what 
happened, but communication broke 
down about our second rule and other 
things. We were inundated with rot- 
ting piles of green potatoes with eyes 
and maggots (eew!), iceberg lettuce 
(the bane), processed cheese slices 
(blech!) and moldy white bread (the 
scourge). Someone dropped off five 
gallons of putrefying mayonnaise 
(nasty). On top of that, the donation 
box was stolen (evil). 

We spotted some graffiti written on 
a bench about our project that said 
you could stay at the host house, as 
well as get free food. Random people 
would appear with this in mind, which 
was really more than the hosts could 
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bear. They grew weary of the mire. 
Cleaning up after someone else's mess 
was not popular, and Calypso moved 
yet again to its present location. 

Only a few households participate 
now, in a low-profile operation cater- 
ing to those who have shown the proper 
dedication to cleanliness. It is working 
well. There is a sink now, as well as 
compost and trash bins. What have we 
learned? Try it and make it fun. 

All drafts of this article were made with 
a dumpstered notebook, pencil and eraser. 



Dumpstering 201 

We again assume that you are 
already well-acquainted with the 
way of the dumpster, but here's a 
few tidbits of advice: 

•Go by bike. Racks have advan- 
tages over trailers: You will have 
more maneuverability, and your 
carrying capacity will be smaller so 
that you learn to choose your cargo 
wisely. You are also a smaller object 
to detect and track. 

•One hand holds the light, the 
other does the unprintable. 
Headlamps are fine if you don't 
care about having a clean hand to 
eat with (or you could stick to pack- 
aged goods and muffins — you peel 
the top off, and the inside is clean). 

•Dumpsters are full of unfinished 
bottled water, which is good for 
hand washing and drinking (con- 
sider it a kiss from a stranger). 

•If you have the time to sort out 
the rotten stuff, throw it back. Do 
you really want to take everything? 
It's a drag letting it go to the land- 
fill, but you should have an idea of 
what you will do with your score 
once you get it back. Besides, you 
oughtta leave something for the 
next diver. 

•Try candles. They don't stay lit 
on windy days but do well inside 
tall-sided dumpsters. 

r 1 1 • • •• *■ 
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Steady Flames and Shooting Stars 

A Few Words on Activist Angst 


by Leslie Lyon 

"Be as I am — a reluctant enthusiast... a part- 
time crusader, a half-hearted fanatic. 

— Ed Abbey 

"So do we buy the second BMW 
or have a third child?" 

— Angst-ridden yuppie 

I know you. You've 
dedicated your life to 
the most worthy and 
difficult cause of all: the 
defense of Mother Earth. 

For Nature's sake, you've 
taken risks, neglected your- 
self and loved ones, as well as 
endured abuse. You work hours that would kill a 
lesser person. You'd do anything to save the planet 
from further harm. 

You may have started out with boundless vitality, but 
you've since taken on so much work that it's all you can 
do to drag yourself out of bed some mornings. The job 
of Earth warrior doesn't pay well, so you'll never know 
the financial security enjoyed by your more "practical 
friends. At times, you can't help wondering if anyone else 
has given up as much for the cause. 

It's not easy being a radical environmentalist. Few 
people understand the need for drastic action in defense 
of Mother Earth, and even fewer take that action. The 
handful who are ready to take on the enemy face stagger- 
ing odds, often with no hope of reward beyond a hard- 
earned lesson in tactics. If you're a monkeywrencher, 
you live with a danger and loneliness beyond most 
people's endurance. Even if you only cheer on the 
women and men in black, you've learned that working 
in the system can be grueling too. 

Remember when you joined the movement? If you were 
like me, you had a lot of energy and the fiery commitment 


of fresh outrage. Years later, the commitment and outrage 
are still there, but they may feel more like a habit than a 
fire. Some of us are feeling downright burned out. 

The hotter a flame burns, the faster it can exhaust itself. 
Since most Earth warriors carry a fairly volcanic torch, we 
must be especially vigilant against burnout. The symp- 
toms include physical ailments (like lowered resistance, 
high blood pressure and insomnia) and emotional 
problems (ranging from depression 
to anxiety). If you're becoming 
irritable, humorless and jittery, 
chances are your flame is labor- 
ing against the chilling wind of 
activist angst. 

Occasional hopelessness is 
inevitable and can be dealt with 
easily. Chronic hopelessness is 
different. Most of us know some- 
one who has succumbed to the 
delusion that we're fighting a los- 
ing battle. 

Every human has weaknesses. 
As hard as you try to hammer your- 
self into a machine with the sole purpose 
of saving the world, you'll still be flesh and 
blood with needs that must be met. If you push 
yourself too hard, or take on more than you can handle, 
you will start making mistakes. 

Even if you conserve your energy, you may not be using 
it wisely. One of the most common misuses of energy is 
morbid contemplation of the opposition. Keeping in- 
formed is one thing; worrying yourself sick is another. If 
you waste all of your time agonizing over the troubles of 
the world, you'll have none left for remedying them. 

Another pitfall of activism is the conceit that everything 
will fall apart without you. No one is inherently more 
"valuable" than anyone else. Some can get things done on 
their own, but most of us do better with the help of others. 
It's healthy to let others share work, plan strategies and 
take credit. 
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This is hard if you live in Apathyville, USA. It’s daunting masses do. Whether it's science fiction and heavy metal 
to be the only person in town who's heard of Earth Day. (my vices) or square dancing and crossword puzzles, dis- 
If you live in an area where the "E" word is spoken only traction helps make an activist more effective, 
at great risk, don't assume you're alone. Advertise if Health of mind also depends on health of body. Stay- 
you're outgoing — or keep your ears open if you're more ing up all night and living on Twinkies won't get the job 
low key — but don't stop looking for like-minded folks to done. A well-balanced, unadulterated diet is not only 
work with. good for the planet, it's good for people who want to 

Most Earth warriors have to make a living outside of save the planet. Many unhealthy substances, such as 
the movement. Nothing can catapult an idealist out of sugar, red meat and caffeine, involve harmful farming 
an ivory tower faster than gainful employment. Jobs practices. There's little excuse for smoking tobacco, 
compel us to endure trials — like co-workers who rely on since it ruins both soil and health. Earth First! is a 
a supreme being to solve all of their problems. It may be notorious hotbed for fun-loving parties, a reputation 
risky to speak your mind at work. As a field interviewer that has doubtless inspired more jealousy than disap- 
for the feds, I run my finger along the backbone of proval. Recreational drugs like beer and marijuana are 
America every month. I'd rather discuss the local wilder- wonderful, provided that overindulgence doesn't make 
ness debate with my respondents, but financial con- one a couch potato. 

straints force me to stick to Bureau of Labor Statistics An effective activist has a satisfying life outside of the 
concerns. However, I still write newspaper columns movement. Dedication to a cause cannot solve personal 
decrying local institutions. I haven't had a door slammed problems or take the place of family and friends. You won't 
in my face yet, and I don't think many people are fired win over an indifferent spouse and kids by spending all of 
solely for expressing their beliefs. your time away from home. Activists who 

As a volunteer, I've learned that conflicts also arise use a cause to escape personal problems of- 

within environmental organizations. Even if two people ten end up doing more harm than good. The 

see eye to eye about what's wrong and what to do about it, persevering activist / //.••. y also keeps his or her 

they still have personality traits that may clash. People motives in order. If J •'//■'/ you're fighting the 
who believe strongly in causes often believe just as strongly system in order /<^/\-/ to punish a spouse, fa- 
in their own egos. y ther or boss, you'll 

Even worse, some yy s' probably fail at both, 

working environmen- _ X. yM' It always helps to 

talists have lost their f find some humor in any dif- 

inspiration and infu- Xf \-Qjy ficult task. Remember the 

riate others with their J \ ^ \ Chicago 7? Instead of letting 

cynical, self-serving ib •' . M. \ themselves be cowed by the 

attitudes. I'm not the / • /&*•• \ charges against them, they con- 

only one who's seen ^ j founded Judge Hoffman with their 

a "grassroots" outfit Xffi — K , ; ./. theatrical mockery of the judicial sys- 

spend contributions V- jV •• £::/ tem. It's healthy to say what you feel, 

on evils ranging from y ■'$' l&mL -V £ cry when you suffer setbacks and laugh 

styrofoam cups to )■* \ VijP when you prevail, 

luxury junkets. If / f /•' •• ’il Without a doubt, the most effective 

you're faced with J J f \ \ \ way to remain sane in the face of adver- 

such wastrels, re- J J o \ sity is to stay in touch with the ideal 

mind them that J we're trying to preserve. As Earth lovers, 

members aren't eking we can maintain our vision by spending 

out dues so some prima as much time as possible in natural set- 

donna can play Fortune 500 executive. If tings. There's nothing like a backpacking trip in 

you're one of the wastrels, think back to your roots and the desert or a hike up a mountain to give an activist the 
consider the stress you're inflicting on your more hon- strength to carry on. 

orable cohorts. Earth First! actions are as famous for their irreverent 

Maybe organizations aren't for you. Some of the most good humor as they are for their uncompromising de- 
effective actions are accomplished by loners. If you en- fense of Mother Earth. It's the defense that matters to us, 
gage in the kind of activities that judges and road contrac- but these days, style seems to win as many battles as 
tors frown upon, your sanity may be entirely up to you. strategy. The side that can play as hard as it fights will 
While less courageous campaigners bask in the limelight, have the best chance of winning the hearts and minds of 
you must content yourself with personal satisfaction. a new generation. 

Of course, it will take more than the promise of a better Remember that you are making history — that you be- 
day to get us through the battles ahead. When it comes to long to a movement that will be idolized by future 
self-indulgence, we Earth lovers have the responsibility of generations — and treat yourself accordingly, 
amusing ourselves in ways that don't compromise our Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for five dollars 

principles. No shopping binges or trophy hunting for us! each. Please inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order our near- 
Still, we need fun and distraction as much as the detached complete 22-year set for $500. 
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Native Youth Resistance 


by Native Youth 
Movement — 

Winnipeg Chapter 

The Native Youth 
Movement (NYM) 
started like a wildfire 
across Turtle Island as 
our circle of friends be- 
gan to extend our hands 
out in solidarity and 
unity. The first spark 
of NYM began here in 
Winnipeg, Canada, in 
1990. The second chap- 
ter formed in Vancouver, 

British Columbia, sev- 
eral years later. 

As Aboriginal youth 
living in a contempo- 
rary society, where did 
we stand and what was 
to become of us, our chil- 
dren, our grandchildren? It 
seemed that the generation before us 
didn't want to ask questions or say 
anything about the tremendous suffer- 
ing, poverty and social issues that affect 
us. Our ceremonies were kept from us, and 
our language was only spoken by the older 
generations. They told us it was cute when we 
spoke English. We never understood what our grand- 
mothers and grandfathers really wanted to tell us. A shame- 
ful history untold but waiting to be found. We only knew 
that they wanted better for us. 

Who gave the government authority to run our lives and 
everything else that surrounds us? Why were we only 
known as numbers within a system? Why did we have to 
go to church and not feel any connection between religion 
and daily life? Why are there Indian agents and the 
Department of Indian Affairs? Why were our leaders treated 
like children? We began to question everything around us. 
We asked ourselves if this was the way we were meant to 
live. We soul searched for knowledge about our past, our 
future and ourselves. 

We began to learn about who our warriors were. No one 
remembers them, no one speaks their names, no one honors 
what they did for us and what they stood for. We felt that it 
was our responsibility to bring that back. Meeting at coffee 
shops all night, opening up our homes to each other, we 
would meet and talk about everything. We starting going to 
ceremonies together. We went to meetings, gatherings, 
conferences and started networking with those who were on 
the same level. We laughed together, searched together, 
cried together and shared our stories and visions. We stormed 


into offices, walked 
into meetings and 
made our stance 
known when we 
had to. 

When we think 
about it today, we re- 
member all of the youth 
involved past and 
present. Each coming 
forth with their gift, 
their own strength, 
each sharing and con- 
tributing. The wisdom 
and knowledge in their 
eyes. The sincerity in the 
tone of their voices when 
they talk about who 
they are. 

An old man once 
told us about how our 
ancestors will come 
back in another generation 
and things will change. Some- 
times when we sit with the young 
peoples, we feel like we are sitting with 
ancestors who are carrying knowledge 
and messages. It's a spirit passed down 
through blood, called the Warrior Spirit. 
The gifts that our youth carry need to be 
nurtured. That is why it is important to us that 
our young people face the truth and are empow- 
ered. Everything that we need to survive is all around us in 
the natural world. Keeping ourselves connected to the truth 
that our source of life comes from the Earth, our mother. We 
pray that our young people will carry on the responsibility 
of speaking truth, speaking for our Mother Earth. 

In NYM, we've learned to work with such a diverse group 
of youth aiming for the same goal. The NYM Winnipeg 
chapter has its part to play, as do other chapters. There are 
chapters in Vancouver and Secwepemc, British Columbia, 
in California, Philadelphia, New Mexico and Las Cruces, to 
name a few. 

What became a huge ripple from a little ripple is the effect 
of the original spirit of the movement. NYM is a sisterhood/ 
brotherhood grassroots movement. We speak on a variety of 
topics and issues that affect us, as well as take part in direct 
action. Throughout the mid 1990s, NYM Winnipeg walked 
across Canada and talked to youth, connecting our ideas 
and prayers for positive change. We organize annual vigils 
for a Mi'Kmaq woman named Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash, 
who was involved with the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) in the '70s (see page 51). We have also spoken out on 
the extradition of AIM warrior Leonard Peltier, who was 
accused of killing two FBI agents. We fight for our treaty 
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rights in the lands where we signed treaties and oppose the 
signing of treaties where they aren't already signed. We fight 
racist politicians who are determined to abolish our inher- 
ent rights and put profit before anything else. We protect 
our Mother Earth and the ones that cannot speak for 
themselves, including the winged and four legged. 

When our elders and our peoples go hunting and fishing, 
they come home with criminal charges rather than food for 
the table. When the West Coast 
peoples wanted to live a free life, 
camp out in their traditional terri- 
tories and sustain themselves with 
the richness of the mountains, it 
was labeled resistance. They were 
deemed an "armed camp" because 
the men are hunters. A court in- 
junction was brought against 
them by Sun Peaks Ski Resort, 
and they can't return to their lands 
or wear camouflage, the colors of 
our Mother Earth. NYM activists 
were intimidated and treated like 
terrorists in our homelands. 

When mainstream society sees 
what we are doing, they may think 
we are a bit extreme. Our response 
is that they are used to seeing 
Indigenous people down under 
the foot of the government that 
oppresses us. There's nothing 
wrong with having pride, iden- 
tity, goals and motivation, feeling 
empowered and confident that we are doing what is right. 

We've got big battles to fight. Why is it that Manitoba 
Hydro makes billions of dollars a year flooding our lands, 
wiping out our homes and our ability to live, while our 
people and band offices struggle to pay the hundreds of 
dollars worth of electricity? Large-scale industries are mak- 
ing billions, misplacing people and lives. 


NYM chapters are bringing back what we have lost. To 
keep efforts on a roll, NYM organizes hip hop shows and 
youth empowerment workshops. The idea is to start getting 
youth in a different process of thinking. On a broader scale, 
an important step is bringing back our traditional systems of 
government, warrior societies and clans. When we are 
searching for who we are, our spiritual guidance leads us to 
our responsibilities, which are encoded in our names and 

clans. It's a learning process about 
who we are. 

We begin with helping our- 
selves, then our family, then our 
community, then our Nation. We 
have a message that we carry; it 
needs to be heard. We are speak- 
ing for those who are unheard 
and unborn. 

It is in our hearts to dream big, 
think big, work big. To bring 
back what we have lost. We may 
never see our visions and dreams 
come true — such as bringing 
food trade routes back, having 
traditional governance, our own 
land bases, our own schools, 
having our own economy and 
our ceremonies of life and death. 
That is why it is important that 
we pass what we can onto our 
children and grandchildren. 
Until then, we know what we 
have to do. 

To contact NYM chapters, email Winnipeg, 
nymwin@redpride.com; Vancouver, nym@redpride.com; 
Philadelphia, nymsavagez@redpride.com; San Jose, 
515nym@redpride.com. 

For more information, visit www.redwiremag.com; 
www.redhiphop.ayn.ca; www.redline.com; and 
www.seedsofwisdom.com. 



NYM Homes Raided 


Since the late 1990s, the Secwepemc Native Youth Move- 
ment (NYM) from British Columbia, Canada, has been 
fighting to stop the expansion of the Sun Peaks Ski Resort. 
The resort expansion would destroy important cultural and 
environmental areas within the unsurrendered territory 
known as Skwelkwek'welt (see EF!f May-June 2003). As a 
result of its no compromise tactics, NYM has faced increas- 
ing government repression. 

On April 8, Royal Canadian Mounted Police Emergency 
Response Teams (RCMP-ERT) raided four homes and two 
workplaces of NYM members involved in defending their 
Aboriginal land in Skwelkwek'welt. The raids occurred 
simultaneously in Nuxalk and Secwepemc Territories. 

Computers, computer discs, videos, phone books, email 
lists and files were confiscated. One warrant also included 
the right to access passwords and email messages. Two 
NYM warriors were arrested and held without charges. 


During one of the raids, RCMP-ERT units, armed with 
M-16 machine guns, surrounded a NYM residence, yell- 
ing: "Open up, we have a suspicion of weapons." As the 
agents stormed into the house, they flashed a classic 
blank warrant and rounded everyone up, including the 
baby of NYM ex-political prisoner Kanahus Pelkey. RCMP 
officers searched the NYM activists, making women lift 
their shirts while male officers watched. Afterward, one 
RCMP officer loudly boasted: "This was a blast, we'll do it 
again sometime." 

In response to this attempt to disrupt and dismantle 
NYM, a spokesperson said, "We will not let their weak 
attempt of intimidation sidetrack our purpose. It acts as 
motivation and fire under our feet to live free from oppres- 
sion and invasion, as beautiful Red Nations. They can take 
all of what we physically have, but they can never take our 
Warrior Spirit!" 
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20 agents, nine hours, six large pizzas later 

Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty Office Raided 



by SHAC USA 

Never once 
did any Stop 
Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) volunteer 
doubt that at 
some point the 
FBI would take 
keener than com- 
fortable interest in our national 
efforts. Never once did we fool our- 
selves into believing that to the extent 
we have rattled the cages of the vivisec- 
tion industry, there would be no conse- 
quence. Not for one minute did any of 
us hold out faith that the federal au- 
thorities would crack down on the per- 
vasive and twisted animal cruelty that 
happens every day inside of animal 
testing labs — instead of on civil dis- 
sent. We expected from the start that 
the FBI would raid our offices and per- 
sonal lives, and this is exactly what it 
did on April 23. 

As 20 burly and heavily armed 
agents spent nine hours putting their 
dirty little hands all over our personal 
belongings and proceeded to legally 
burglarize us, a fresh wave of anger 
and determination washed away any 
tinge of self-pity we may have had. If 
the FBI thinks that taking away our 


baby pictures, dream 
diaries and movie col- 
lections will scare us 
off, then it really is 
made up of Fum- 
bling, Bumbling 
Idiots. And if 
Huntingdon 
Life Sciences 
(HLS) hopes 
that protests are 
going to stop be- 
cause our bullhorn and 
signs were confiscated, then it is in 
for one vicious slap of reality. 

The FBI's raid on the SHAC office 
serves as a rallying cry. We are being 
effective — too effective for those who 
abuse animals and those paid to pro- 
tect the abusers. This raid, the grand 
juries and the numerous lawsuits should 
serve as reminders to us that the indus- 
tries we are up against are multi-billion- 
dollar-a-year businesses. This buys 
enormous political clout, media bias 
and heavy-handed police tactics. 

It is for this reason that 
this campaign chooses 
to work outside of 
the "proscribed" 
methods for social 
change. The Senate 
is no friend to ani- 
mals; the courtrooms will 


not recognize that animals are not prop- 
erty; and the pages of USA Today are 
bought and sold to the highest bidder. 

We find our strength behind our 
signs, masks and fists beating down 
that CEO's door. We are effective be- 
cause we are not afraid to be confron- 
tational and get our hands dirty. 

Within 24 hours after the last FBI 
agent left our home, we had already 
moved our headquarters to a bigger 
and better facility. We reordered all of 
our leaflets, as well as obtained new 
phones and computers. We staged 
demonstrations at HLS and the home 
of its vice president of operations. We 
conducted media interviews and held 
a vegan outreach dinner. Unfettered 
and unfazed, it was business as usual. 

Let this latest turn of events be a jolt of 
caffeine for the campaign and the ani- 
mal rights movement. This raid is the 
clearest sign yet that the HLS campaign 
is being effective — even more so than 
we may have thought. Rather than be- 
ing derailed, we are driven by even more 
injustice against which to fight. It's 
time to pull together, resist this 
criminalization of dissent and finish 
the hellhole that is HLS off for good! 

For more information, contact 
SHAC, (888) 354-2435; 
shacusa@envirolink.org; 
www.shacamerica.net. 


“SHAC has provided or will soon be 
providing a model for any group that has 
any complaint with corporate America, to 
shut them down or intimidate them until 
their business is hurt. ” 

— Frankie “the troll” Trull, 
Foundation for Biomedical Research 
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The FBI Has Nothing on Me 


by Josh Harper 

My home was raided on Wednesday, 
April 23, by the Seattle Joint Terrorism 
Task Force. The FBI told reporters that 
it was in relation to multiple arsons, 
animal enterprise terrorism and inter- 
ference with interstate commerce. 

I'm sure that by now the pro-drunk 
driving crew at the Center for Con- 
sumer Freedom is celebrating my cer- 
tain demise, and Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS) collaborators are pic- 
turing the day they can happily return 
to making money without us pesky 
activists saying something about it. I 
can see them visualizing the boxes of 
FBI loot leaving my house and cheer- 
ing as they devise the next chemical to 
pour down a beagle's throat. What 
they should be visualizing is this: Me 
continuing to fight them in the same 
way I have since I first got involved in 
the campaign against HLS. 

The raid on my home was next to 
meaningless to me. I am angry, as any- 
one would be, that my personal be- 
longings were taken. I'm saddened to 
see my baby pictures go. I am wonder- 
ing why the FBI failed to report that it 
took a computer and video editing 
equipment from my room. I am doubt- 
ing that I will ever get to enjoy the 
recent pictures from my birthday party 
that were on the camera that they stole. 
(Note to the Feds: The dancing pictures 
should be particularly funny. I hope 


you die laughing.) But my anger sur- 
rounding those things is fleeting. In 
case people have failed to notice, the 
FBI does this sort of thing every few 
years with me. I have grown used 
to it and have realized that in the 
grand scheme of things, it isn't such 
a big deal. 

Following the raid, I was in England 
and was amazed at some of the people 
I met there. Having their homes raided 
is old news to them. They take it in 
stride and keep on attacking the bas- 
tards who are ruining this world for the 
rest of us. They get arrested, go to jail, 
get off their asses and go back to it. I 
intend to do the same thing now, and 
in a few years when the FBI makes its 
next attempt to intimidate me, I will do 
the same. 

I hope that people don't let this raid 
scare them. The FBI has nothing on 
me. Nothing that was taken can get 
me in any sort of trouble, although I 
am sure the Feds will justify the raid 
with a publicized arrest. They will then 
let the matter quietly drop as my attor- 
neys destroy the FBI's case, just as they 
always have in the past. I'll deal with 
it, just as I know you all would. We 
have a lot of work ahead of us. Let's get 
to it, shall we? 

Josh Harper has recently returned from 
a tour of duty with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty UK, who remain the best 
activists in the world, despite confusing 
potato chips for "crisps. " 


Grand Jury Looks to 
Fresno State University 

"We weren't talking about hate 
or how to blow up anything. This 
was a discussion of the historical, 
political and ethical aspects of the 
animal and Earth liberation move- 
ments," says University of Texas- 
E1 Paso professor Dr. Steven Best. 
Best was referring to a February 
conference entitled "Revolution- 
ary Environmentalism: A Dialogue 
between Activists and Academics. " 

The conference, held at Fresno 
State University, has garnered the 
interest of a federal grand jury 
investigation. In May, university 
officials confirmed that they had 
received and acted upon a grand 
jury subpoena by supplying a vid- 
eotape of one of the conference 
sessions on direct action. 

While conference organizers put 
together the event to discuss tac- 
tics, critics maintained that the con- 
ference progressed from analysis to 
advocacy of more militant tactics. 

Participants at the conference be- 
lieve that the grand jury subpoena 
is a threat to academic freedom 
and to their privacy. The aim of the 
investigation remains unknown. 



For more information on grand 
jury investigations throughout the 
US, visit www.shacamerica.net/ 
witch hunts.htm. 


1 
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An Open Letter to the FBI 

According to reports released earlier this year, the FBI secretly monitored the June 
2002 protests against the North American Wholesale Lumber Association 
(NA WLA) in Colorado Springs, Colorado (see EF!J August-September 2002). The 
Denver Joint Terrorism Task Force admits to gathering information about people 
at the rally and to passing information on to other law enforcement agencies. 


To Whom It May Concern, 

It has come to my attention that 
the FBI was investigating protest ac- 
tivities in which I participated during 
the Summer of 2002. This blatant 
abuse of law enforcement resources 
for corporate and political purposes 
must cease immediately. 

At the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado 
Springs, a group of us assumed control 
of NAWLA's annual board of directors 
meeting. We were there for reasons that 
you should investigate: NAWLA traffics 
in stolen, genocidal and ecocidal timber 
cut from forests around the Earth. The 
board of directors was informed of its 
complicity and was asked to put an end 
to such practices. 

Far from investigating these crimes, 
your agency was in Colorado Springs 
as part of your constant opposition to 
anything threatening corporate profit. 
I believe you understand the manner 
in which "investigation” translates 
into intimidation. That explains why 
you "investigate" people who publi- 
cize corporate crimes — especially those 
crimes perpetrated by wealthy US citi- 
zens against the world's poor. 

An FBI spokesperson has stated that 
you were investigating one or more 
protesters and implied that those people 
maybe dangerous. In reality, you gath- 
ered information on a couple dozen 
people who came to a quiet rally held at 
a small park near the hotel. 


Yet your agency missed the three 
people inside the hotel with more 
than 100 pounds of banner and 
climbing gear. The activists de- 
ployed their message against cor- 
porate plunder from the hotel's 
historic bell tower. This act es- 
caped your "intelligence" gather- 
ing despite your overwhelming 
resources and high-tech gadgetry, in- 
cluding a surveillance helicopter. 

Had those three people carried bombs 
and guns like the ones you use, they 
would have demonstrated themselves 
as being far beyond your power to as- 
sure public safety. Of course, we do not 
carry bombs and guns, despite the lies 
you feed the corporate media before 
every protest event of significant size. 

Your efforts are ultimately useless in 
the face of real political violence. They 
only serve to obscure the manner in 
which "law enforcement" has become 
the real threat to true democracy. 

Your invented "ecoterrorism" will 
never justify your overzealous infor- 
mation gathering on citizens — law- 
abiding or otherwise — who wish to 
protect the Earth and help other op- 
pressed humans. You are defenders of 
a corporate-controlled status quo that 
is bankrupt of legitimacy, and you are 
clearly opposed to aspirations of free- 
dom, fairness and balance. 

Such behavior will not remain unac- 
counted for. "Just following orders" 



fellow FBI agents who were found guilty 
last year of abusing the First and Fourth 
Amendment rights of forest activists 
Judi Bari and Daryl Cherney after their 
car was bombed. By the way, you never 
told us who the bomber was, did you? 

If instead of reassessing your indi- 
vidual roles in crushing true democ- 
racy, one or more of you feels 
compelled to repeat the FBI tactics of 
the '60s and '70s and burn some- 
thing flashy in order to up the ante 
of political repression against the 
entire movement for the Earth, then 
my vote is for you to burn out Co- 
lumbia Helicopters. 

Sincerely, 

— Tim Ream 

Tim Ream used to work for the govern- 
ment of the United States of America. 
Now, he is seriously afraid of them. 


FBI Steps Up Repression of Indiana Activists 


A federal grand jury subpoena was 
delivered to an activist formerly from 
Bloomington, Indiana, at his work- 
place in San Diego, California, on 
April 28. Without stating any 
charges, a grand jury in Indianapolis 
ordered David Agranoff to surrender 
hair, saliva, fingerprints and palm 
prints to the FBI within 48 hours. He 
resisted the grand jury's demands. 


"The FBI's attempt to make me sur- 
render my biological information is a 
blatant move to harass and intimidate 
me," said Agranoff. "Clearly from the 
way it approached the delivery of the 
subpoena, the FBI was trying to dis- 
rupt my life. What disturbs me most is 
that I have committed no crime." 

On May 13, Agranoff was pulled 
over by the local police as he drove 


home from work. An FBI agent and US 
Marshall, who had been following him, 
used this opportunity to serve Agranoff 
with a second subpoena. This time, 
the Indianapolis grand jury left out its 
requests for hair and DNA samples 
and demanded that he provide photos 
and fingerprints within a week. 

Grand juries are antiquated legal 
bodies used to intimidate and repress 
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the Empire s Shadow 


by James John Bell 

Exploiting the political climate of 
President Bush's "War on Terrorism," 
an ultra-conservative think tank, the 
American Legislative Exchange Coun- 
cil (ALEC), has teamed up with the US 
Sportsmen's Alliance to draft legisla- 
tion that would increase penalties for 
direct action, and, in some cases, out- 
law environmental protests altogether. 

ALEC's "Animal and Ecological Ter- 
rorism Act" defines an animal rights or 
ecological terrorist organization as "two 
or more persons organized for the 
purpose of supporting any politi- 
cally motivated activity intended 
to obstruct or deter any person 
from participating in an activ- 
ity involving animals or an 
activity involving natural re- 
sources." Versions of the leg- 
islation have appeared in 
Texas (HB.433), New York 
(A. 4884), Pennsylvania 
(S.1257) and Maine. It may 
soon appear in Midwestern 
states and the Northwest. 

"With HB.433 and its numer- 
ous clones, you can be labeled a 
terrorist if you leaflet a circus, protest 
an experimental lab, block a road to 
protect a forest or potentially impede 
industry profits in any fashion," says 
Dr. Steven Best, chair of the philoso- 
phy department at the University of 
Texas-El Paso. Best is just one of many 
professors and philosophers that are 
fighting back by speaking out. "The bill 
also defines 'terrorist' action as photo- 
graphing or videotaping animal abuse 


in a facility, such as a factory farm or 
slaughterhouse. Thus, the terrorists are 
not the monsters who club pigs to 
death with metal pipes, but rather the 
activists, whistleblowers and investiga- 
tive reporters trying to document such 
sadistic abuse." 

This type of legislation is part of the 
ultra-conservative backlash against ef- 
fective citizen campaigns aimed at hold- 
ing corporations accountable for their 
crimes and abuses. ALEC has 30 years 
of experience at crafting anti-progres- 
sive legislation. With an annual budget 


of six million dollars and funding from 
the National Rifle Association, Family 
Research Council and the Heritage 
Foundation, ALEC attracts powerful 
sponsors like Enron, Kraft foods and 
several oil companies. Currently, ALEC 
boasts a membership that includes 
2,400 state lawmakers from all 50 states. 

The ultra-conservatives have been 
constructing their new global empire 


via a blitzkrieg of think tanks — hun- 
dreds, just like ALEC, are transforming 
governments in Asia, Europe and the 
US. Any sort of opposition, from liberal 
to radical, becomes increasingly diffi- 
cult because the global apparatus of 
consolidated media, corporate global- 
ization, world governance and police 
empire effortlessly neutralizes threats 
as they appear. Or does it? 

There appears to be a weakness in the 
armor of ALEC and other ultra-conser- 
vative think tanks: Their attacks are 
really shadows based largely on orga- 
nizing around a matrix of ideas, paper 
tiger legislation and symbols of power. 
The ultra-conservative's global shadow 
government is held together through a 
kind of magician state that maintains 
rigid control through decisive 
force and illusion over how 
their rule is perceived. 

Historically, movements 
fail when they start seeing 
shadows everywhere, because 
they tend to get suckered into 
fighting the shadows and their 
makers, instead of fighting over 
control of the light. 

"Never attack the system in 
terms of relations of force — that is 
the revolutionary imagination the sys- 
tem itself forces upon you. The system 
survives only by constantly drawing 
those attacking it into fighting on the 
ground of reality, which is always its 
own. But shift the struggle into the 
symbolic sphere." —Jean Baudrillard 
James John Bell edits lastwizards.com 
and recently authored the afterword to 
The Sheep Look Up by John Brunner. 



activist communities. When a person 
is subpoenaed, they lose their rights to 
plead the Fifth Amendment and have 
legal counsel. Individuals risk impris- 
onment if they do not comply. 

Acting on his lawyer's advice, 
Agranoff submitted to the second set 
of demands. From his perspective, 
when considering how many times he 
has been arrested at nonviolent pro- 
tests, this information could not bring 
harm to him or anyone else. 


Agranoff has made it clear since this 
began that he will refuse to answer the 
grand jury's questions or submit to 
testimony. His non -cooperation stems 
from his resolution to not participate 
in the repression of his community. 

Many activists in Bloomington have 
had a quick introduction to repres- 
sive government tactics. So far this 
year, the FBI has visited as many as 60 
activists in the area. An FBI single- 
engine Cessna plane flew above 


mm 

Bloomington for more than a week 
and was confirmed to have made 
several low passes over at least two 
environmentalists' homes. FBI 
agents have also made harassing 
phone calls to individuals' places 
of employment, followed one 
activist's children and used other 
forms of intimidation. 

Following the issuance of these 
subpoenas, protests were staged in 
Bloomington and San Diego. 


July-August 2003 Earth First! Page 49 




by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I read about the Supreme Court's recent ruling in favor of anti- 
abortion groups who were charged with extortion under the Rack- 
eteer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO). Since 
corporations often use RICO against environmental and animal 
rights groups, how will this ruling effect us radical activists? 

— Just Asking in Maryland 

Dear Asking, 

The ruling you're referring to, NOW v. 

Scheidler, is a welcome decision for radical 
activists because it means that RICO is less 
of a threat to EFIers than it was before. 

Law enforcement officials commonly 
threaten to prosecute activists under 
the RICO statute (18 USC §1961 et 
seq.) because its criminal sentencing 
provisions punish minor offenses 
with long prison terms. It also creates 
civil liability for activists, which could 
force activists to pay money to evil- 
doers. Anyone even casually related to 
an organization that is targeted by the 
state can be sucked in and prosecuted 
under RICO's overly broad provisions. 

During a nationwide campaign in the 1980s, 

Pro-Life Action Network (PLAN) and Operation 
Rescue organized human chains to close abortion clinics, 
and they roughed up people going in and out of the clinics. 
In 1986, the National Organization for Women (NOW) and 
a number of abortion clinics filed a civil lawsuit — NOW v. 
Scheidler — to stop the PLAN and Operation Rescue cam- 
paign. NOW alleged that PLAN activists had violated RICO. 

In order to hold the anti-choice groups liable under 
RICO, NOW had to demonstrate that PLAN activists had 
committed extortion and thus violated a criminal act 
under the RICO statute. Extortion is defined as "obtaining" 
another person's property through the threat or use of 
force. NOW also had to prove that the extortion the anti- 
choice groups engaged in was part of a common plan. 

In 1998, a Chicago jury ruled that the anti-choice groups 
had, in fact violated RICO's extortion and racketeering 
laws. They awarded NOW $258,000 in damages. In addi- 
tion, defendants were barred from trespassing, setting up 
blockades or behaving violently at abortion clinics for 10 
years. A US appeals court upheld the ruling, but in Febru- 
ary, the Supreme Court reversed it. 

PLAN'S lawyer admitted to the Supreme Court that the 
anti-choice activists had violated the clinics’ property 
rights and had even committed criminal acts but that they 
did not engage in extortion when doing so. 

On February 26, the US Supreme Court decided NOW v. 
Scheidler by an 8-1 vote. Writing for the majority, Chief 


Justice William Rehnquist stated, "Even when their acts 
of interference and disruption achieved their ultimate 
goal of 'shutting down' a clinic that performed abortions, 
such acts did not constitute extortion because [the anti- 
choicers] did not 'obtain' [the clinics'] property." 

The lone dissenter was John Paul Stevens, who wrote that no 
court had ever interpreted "extortion" so narrowly and that 
professional criminals would benefit most from the decision. 

NOW v. Scheidler has greatly weakened RICO where the 
threat of extortion is involved. However, it did not affect 
other criminal acts enumerated in RICO, where 
the defendant is accused of being connected 
to a threat involving murder, kidnapping, 
gambling, arson, robbery, dealing in 
obscene matter or dealing in a con- 
trolled substance listed in a felony 
criminal statute. These offenses (with 
the exception of arson) are less asso- 
ciated with activism than extortion 
has been, so it is now less likely that 
any RICO charge would be brought 
against an Earth First! or animal 
rights activist. 

In sum, what this decision means 
for environmental activists is that de- 
priving an evil-doer of income and en- 
gaging in economic sabotage, so long as 
no activist takes possession of any of the 
evil-doer's property, is not considered extortion. 
Therefore, no RICO lawsuit relying on proving extortion 
can be brought against that activist. 

Do you have a legal question? Write to theEF! Lawyer and you 
just might read the answer to your question in the next issue of 
the Journal. Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 3430 SE 
Belmont, #101, Portland OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. Please 
write "EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 

Activists Wrangle with RICO 

Both Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) and Stephens, Inc. 
have filed RICO lawsuits against animal rights activists in 
the past. The lawsuits were an attempt to curb protest 
activity by pinning allegations of violence, burglary and 
harassment against individuals and groups— -including 
the Animal Defense League, In Defense of Animals and 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty. 

Aside from intimidation, RICO lawsuits also serve to 
drain time, money and resources from activist campaigns. 

As a result, many defendants take settlement agreements, 
although RICO lawsuits often end up being dropped. 

In 2002, HLS and Stephens dropped their multimil- 
lion dollar RICO lawsuit targeting animal rights activ- 
ists. The activists had refused to accept any settlement 
offers or to comply with the legal procedures. HLS spent 
more than $650,000 on legal fees. 
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Anna Mae Haunts the FBI 



BY YAEL 

On March 27, a homeless Lakota man, Arlo Looking 
Cloud, was arrested in Denver, Colorado, on trespassing 
charges. He later learned that he and a man named John 
Graham (akajohn 
Boy Patton) were 
also being charged 
with first-degree 
murder for the 
1976 slaying of 
Native American 
activist Anna Mae 
Pictou-Aquash. 

Looking Cloud 
was transferred to 
Rapid City, South 
Dakota, where he 
pled not guilty to 
the charge. He is 
scheduled to stand 
trial on September 
30. Graham has 
eluded arrest, and 
while he is be- 
lieved to be in 
Canada, his 
whereabouts re- 
main uncertain. On May 26, a 
Canadian warrant was issued 
for his capture. 

During the 1970s, Aquash 
and her accused killers were 
all either at or near the Pine 
Ridge Reservation, where they 
worked with the American In- 
dian Movement (AIM). 

A member of Canada's 
Mi'kmaq tribe, Aquash grew 
up poor in Nova Scotia. After 
being abandoned by her 
mother, she dropped out of 
high school and moved to 
Maine to pick blueberries and 
harvest potatoes. Aquash later 
moved to Boston, where she 
volunteered at the Boston 
Indian Council headquarters, 
helping native youth develop 
increased self-esteem and 
avoid alcohol abuse. 

With her two daughters, Aquash moved to Bar Harbor, 
Maine, in the early 1970s to work at the Teaching and 
Research in Bicultural Education School Project. When the 
program closed due to budget cuts, the family returned to 
Boston, and Aquash enrolled in the new careers program at 


These white people think this country 
belongs to them-they do not realize 
that they are only in charge right now 
because there are more of them than 
there are of us. The whole country 
changed with only a handful of 
raggedy-ass pilgrims that came over 
here in the 1 500s. It can take a handful 
of raggedy-ass Indians to do the same, 
and I intend to be one of those 
raggedy-ass Indians. 

-Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash 


Wheelock College. At one point, Aquash turned down a 
scholarship to attend Brandeis University in Waltham, Mas- 
sachusetts, choosing instead to continue working with Boston's 
African American and Native American communities. 
Aquash married twice, and after her second marriage ended, 
she became involved with AIM leader Dennis Banks. A 
dedicated AIM activist in her own right, Aquash was 
present at the 1973 Wounded Knee occupation— a 71- 
day stand-off between AIM activists and federal au- 
thorities on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

On June 27, 1975, Aquash was also present during 
a shoot-out that led to the death of one Native 
American, Joe Stuntz, and two FBI agents. Leonard 
Peltier was later convicted for the murder of the FBI 
agents based on fraudulent testimony, withholding 
of crucial evidence and the FBI's coercion of "wit- 
nesses." Stuntz's murder was never investigated. 

The Wounded Knee occupation marked the begin- 
ning of a period of heightened political violence on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation. According to AIM mem- 
ber Ward Churchill in his book Agents of Repression, 
the concentration of federal agents in South Dakota 
between 1973 and 1976 was the highest ratio of 
agents to citizens anywhere in the US. 

During these years, at least 60 AIM members were 
shot or stabbed to death on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
while still others were ha- 
rassed and beaten. The Guard- 
ians of the Oglala Nation 
(GOONs) — vigilantes hired to 
rid the reservation of AIM ac- 
tivity — illegally searched, 
shot into and firebombed 
people's homes. Almost none 
of the deaths or violent inci- 
dents were investigated, nor 
did the FBI take any measures 
to curb the GOONs' activity. 
The FBI allowed the GOONs 
to set up roadblocks and sup- 
plied them with intelligence 
and weapons (including mili- 
tary M-16 assault rifles). As 
recounted by Churchill, the 
repression on Pine Ridge was 
directed by the Pentagon. 

Against this background of 
officially sanctioned persecu- 
tion, Aquash vanished. Be- 
ginning in November 1975, 
she was deemed a fugitive wanted by the FBI for twice 
fleeing court proceedings on explosives charges. A rancher 
found her frozen body on the Pine Ridge Reservation on 
February 24, 1976. 

continued on next page 
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Anna Mae Haunts FBI continued 



Anna Mae in custody in Colorado in 1975 


continued from previous page 

She had been shot in the head, but 
the coroner somehow managed to 
miss the bullet hole and listed 
Aquash's cause of death as "expo- 
sure." In a highly irregular measure, 
the FBI severed both of her hands at 
the wrists and sent them to a foren- 
sics lab for identification. Aquash was 
quickly buried as "Jane Doe" in a 
Catholic cemetery on the reservation 
before anyone could identify her. A 
second autopsy later revealed that 
she had been shot in the back of the 
head with a .38 caliber handgun. 

There has been speculation for years 
that Aquash was killed by AIM mem- 
bers because she believed that some of 
them were government spies, or maybe 
because they thought she was an in- 
formant herself. Yet according to 
Colorado's AIM chapter, Aquash was 
killed as a direct consequence of the 
FBI's Counter-Intelligence Program 
(COINTELPRO) in the 1970s. 

A written statement released in April 
from the Colorado AIM chapter says, 
"Currently, the determination of who 


murdered Anna Mae remains un- 
proven, what is not unproven is 
that Anna Mae was targeted for 
'neutralization' through the 
FBI's notorious COINTELPRO ef- 
forts. What is known is that 
through COINTELPRO, the FBI 
deliberately placed infiltrators 
and operatives within AIM 
to promote suspicion and 
disinformation. Anna Mae was 
the victim of a ‘bad jacket' (some- 
times known as a 'snitch jacket'), 
where FBI operatives suggested 
that she was an informant for 
the police. The FBI's express ob- 
jective was to convince other 
AIM members of the need to 
eliminate Anna Mae as a 'secu- 
rity risk, ' either by expelling her 
a. from the movement or by more 
I drastic means." 

| The statement goes on to note 
3 that "justice for Anna Mae not 
a only demands exposure of the 
| person or persons who pulled the 
trigger of the gun that killed her 
but also exposure of the person or 
persons that ordered her death. It 
also demands the exposure of the 
COINTELPRO system, including the 
specific FBI agents and operatives that 
precipitated the entire chain of events 
resulting in her murder." 

The FBI has never bothered to inter- 
view the coroner who claimed that 
Aquash died of "exposure." Neither 
has it interviewed FBI agents who 
threatened Aquash's life shortly be- 
fore she was killed. It is suspicious that 
the FBI is so interested in "resolving" 
the Aquash case but not the scores of 
other unsolved murders of AIM mem- 
bers during the same time period. 

Some people believe that the present 
investigation of her murder is more 
oriented toward casting suspicion 
upon AIM leadership and creating dis- 
trust within the movement than it is 
about seeking to find the real killers. 
However, Aquash's daughters and her 
cousin, Robert Pictou-Branscombe, 
have been pressuring both Canadian 
and US authorities to investigate 
Aquash's death for years. 

Yael is a poet and plant geek currently 
residing in Tucson. 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

Editors ' note: Regulatioi is for mail sent to 
prisoners vary according to state and indi- 
vidual prisons. Before sending monetary 
donations or packages, ask prisoners what 
the regulations are. Or, request a copy of the 
regulations by calling or writing the prison. 

•Belgian animal rights prisoner Geert 
Waegemans has been released from 
prison after serving a four-year sentence 
for attempted arson of a judge's car. 

•Matthew Lamont, an anarchist, anti- 
racist and EF! activist, pled no contest 
to the charge of possessing an incendi- 
ary device that was allegedly intended 
to disrupt a meeting of white suprema- 
cists. Lamont has been sentenced to 
three years imprisonment, including 
time served since April 2002. Send let- 
ters to Matthew Lamont, #2057039, 
T90251, Facility B/B4-201, Box 5500, 
Wasco, CA 93280, USA. 

•British anti-road and Earth First! 
activist Philip "Potty" Pritchard is on 
remand for breaking into RAF Fairford 
in Gloustershire, England. In March, 
Pritchard allegedly attempted to dis- 
arm B-52 bombers housed at the base 
by the US military. He is being charged 
with damaging the base's perimeter 
fence, aggravated trespass and con- 
spiracy. Send letters to Philip Pritchard, 
JT5131, HMP Gloucester, Barracks 
Square, Gloucester, GL1 2JN, England. 

•Native Youth Movement (NYM) 
warrior Kanahus Pelkey (Amanda 
Soper) was imprisoned and separated 
from her five-month-old baby for 71 
days on charges related to actions 
taken during the 2001 protests against 
the illegal expansion of a ski resort on 
indigenous territory. Pelkey is out on 
bail and is seeking donations to cover 
her legal fees and to support NYM. 
For more information, contact 
nymunite@hotmail.com. Checks can 
be sent to NYM, SC 1 C8 RR# 1 , Chase, 
BC V0E 1M3, Canada. 

• Eco-activists David Stone and 
Alyosha Witness spent six and 1 0 days 
in jail, respectively, for burning a US 
flag at an anti-war protest in Ashland, 
Oregon, in April. They were charged 
with reckless endangerment and dis- 
orderly conduct. Although both are 
out on bail, they each still face up to 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


one-and-a-half years in prison. Their 
trials are scheduled for September. 

•Carol Gilbert, Jackie Hudson and 
Ardeth Platte, Clear Creek County 
Jail, POB 518, Georgetown, CO 80444, 
USA. These three Dominican nuns 
are facing charges of sabotage and 
destruction of government property 
for damaging nuclear missile trans- 
port equipment. Their sentencing is 
set for July 25. Each faces up to 30 
years in prison. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jennifer Greenberg, #3100201610, 
Rose M. Singer Center, 1919 Hazen 
St, East Elmherst, NY 11370, USA. 
Serving one year for property destruc- 
tion at a 2001 Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAG) demonstration. 

•Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 
5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for harassment of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences' shareholders. 

•Benjamin Persky, #1410212600, 
NYSID #9846577R, George Vierno 
Center, 0909 Hazen St, East Elmhurst, 
NY 11370, USA. Serving two to six 
years for participating in a SHAC pro- 
test where Marsh Insurance executives' 
windows were smashed. 

•Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY 
10963, USA. Serving 14 months for 
assembling incendiary devices with 
the intent to target dairy trucks. 

•Joshua Schwartz, #3100201611, 
NYSID #1900738L, EMTC, 1010 Hazen 
St, East Elmherst, NY 11370, USA. Same 
sentence as Jennifer Greenberg. 

Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, #T41137 450 13up, 
ASP, POB 9, Avenal, CA 93204, USA. 
Serving three years for his involvement 
in the Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets 
celebrations in Long Beach, California. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at 
a cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets 
protest in Eugene, Oregon. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 


220600, Belams. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
what the government had reported. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,3 1080— -I run ez — Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #1379671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
torch SUVs. 



Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 
I/A 10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475- 
0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for 
helping to ship weapons to Central 
American indigenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Move- 
ment activist, is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the murder of 
two FBI agents during thel975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 


murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

• Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politi- 
cally active journalist, was framed for 
the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Miscellaneous 

•Thomas "JJ" Hicks, McDowell 
County Jail, 593 Spaulding Rd, Marion, 
NC 28752, USA. The FBI is currently 
trying to link Hicks, a longtime EFIer 
who was arrested for marijuana and 
weapons charges, to various Earth Lib- 
eration Front actions. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, HU3A, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1 500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909051, US Penitentiary, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Serving 80 years for aggravated assault 
on federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck funneled money 
he stole from banks to the Zapatista 
Army of National Liberation in 
Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, POB 27137, Fort 
Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 27 
years for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackhammer, mail- 
ing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 
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Pacifism and Pathology in the American left 


by Dan Spalding 

Pacifism and Pathology in the Ameri- 
can Left, AK Press, 2001. 

Nothing about Ward Churchill is 
simple. Most of us are familiar with his 
work as a scholar documenting the 
US's imperial taking of American In- 
dian land. Or, you may recognize him 
as an activist with the American In- 
dian Movement (AIM) in the modern 
struggle against the government's con- 
tinued genocide and ethnocide of 
American Indians. 

But above all else, he's known as the 
author of Pacifism as Pathol- 
ogy, the little blue book that 
outlines how pacifism in the 
US is connected to a practice 
that poses no threat to the 
status quo. He believes paci- 
fism gives the illusion that 
the state gives a damn about 
candlelight vigils and sym- 
bolic arrests and that it ac- 
tively undermines people 
doing effective organizing 
and action against the state. 

Churchill's recorded lec- 
ture and discussion, Pacifism 
and Pathology in the Ameri- 
can Left, puts those lessons 
in the immediate post-Sep- 
tember 11 context. Recorded 
at the AK Press warehouse 
on November 16, 2001, 
Churchill challenges the 
most radical of us while giv- 
ing nuance to the arguments 
that gave Pacifism as Pathology its 
intellectual force. 

The talk begins with Churchill un- 
derscoring the urgency of the situa- 
tion today: The American empire is 
sustaining its rule by exploiting and 
dominating the world, abroad and at 
home. Understanding that, how can 
we categorically foreclose even the 
idea of the use of violence? And how 
can we blame the victims of state vio- 
lence for being too militant? 

Churchill puts it in terms we can 
easily understand: Many people blamed 
the Black Bloc for creating a police state 
during the 1999 Seattle World Trade 
Organization protests, as if, after the 
activists got off the bus from Eugene, 


the mayor and police chief "ran out 
and bought themselves a SWAT team, 
a couple of armored personnel carriers, 
a whole inventory of tear gas, got ev- 
eryone trained, equipped and coordi- 
nated to get out there in the streets. All 
in about 28 minutes." 

What was the rationale of the paci- 
fists at the WTO protests who were 
presumably fighting against the sys- 
tematic killing of millions of people 
by the US, but at the same time help- 
ing to subject people who were dam- 
aging corporate property to arrests and 
police brutality? 


Pull the camera back from protest in 
the US to the situation worldwide. If 
your field of vision includes half a mil- 
lion dead Iraqi children, what does it 
mean for leftists in the US to condemn 
the September 11 attacks? Churchill 
thinks the technicians of global capital 
in the World Trade Center were legiti- 
mate targets of people fighting against 
the US empire. He feels bad for the 
janitors in the World Trade Center and 
the children in the planes that crashed 
into it. But he doesn't feel any worse for 
them than he does for the hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqi civilians killed dur- 
ing the last 10 years of sanctions. 

Churchill puts up a mirror that lets 
us examine how much of our grief and 


rage is US exceptionalism. How many 
of our feelings — not necessarily about 
the morality of the attacks but our 
mixed emotions about whether such 
an attack was "appropriate" — come 
from thinking, on a gut level, that 
American lives are worth more than 
the lives of the people we're killing on 
a daily basis? 

While challenging our notions of be- 
ing radical, Churchill refines the argu- 
ments he made in Pacifism as Pathology. 
In the book, he gives lip service to the 
idea of pacifists being capable of making 
change. But virtually every example he 
gives shows them as being in- 
effective at best, self-serving 
and parasitic at worst. 
Churchill starts his talk, how- 
ever, with positive examples 
of pacifist action. He cites mem- 
bers of Greenpeace who joined 
an armed AIM encampment 
and became the decisive factor 
in stopping the federal 
marshalls from launching an 
attack. He also mentions paci- 
fists who have been truly dedi- 
cated, such as Daniel and Philip 
Berrigan. They engaged in "ab- 
solute defiance [and] didn't 
stay safe for a moment" in 
their fight against US inter- 
vention in Latin America. 

In Pacifism as Pathology, 
Churchill mocked a young 
man who set himself on fire 
to protest the Vietnam war. 
In this talk, he comes up 
again, but in a different spirit: "The 
one thing I cannot do is suggest that 
Norman Morrison avoided risk. That 
Norman Morrison avoided sacrifice. 
That Norman Morrison did not have 
the courage of his convictions. He 
most certainly did." 

Morrison's name is chanted again 
and again, almost like a prayer so that 
he won't be forgotten. This suggests 
that Churchill is sincere when he says 
pacifism as a practice is not inher- 
ently counterproductive. Churchill is 
clear that he doesn't expect or de- 
mand that everyone take up armed 
struggle for social justice. What he 
has no time for is knee-jerk pacifists 
who denounce armed struggle and 
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undermine people who are effectively 
fighting the system. 

That's a comfortable argument in 
the context of the Black Panther Party 
or AIM. But think about the billions of 
dollars of damage to the US economy 
caused by the September 11 attacks. 
Even if we have no intention of doing 
violent action, are we obligated to be 
in solidarity with the attacks? Instead 
of saying, "We don't like terrorism 
either," is the truly radical response to 
say, "These attacks were crucial in stop- 
ping the US empire, and they will 
continue to happen until we stop 
dominating the planet?" If we're in 
solidarity with the oppressed people 
of the world, must we Ire in solidarity 
with what may have been one of the 
most effective attacks against the sys- 
tem that's oppressing them? 


A lot has changed since September 
1 1 . On an everyday level, we're back to 
much of the pre-September 11 nor- 
malcy. On a more fundamental level, 
it's unclear whether the US govern- 
ment is stronger or weaker than it was 
before. Is the government more op- 
pressive because of the attacks? Were 
Seattle police more oppressive because 
of the Black Bloc? 

At the same time, we're witnessing a 
level of activism in the US not seen in 
decades. Literally millions of people 
are learning about real US history for 
the first time, looking more critically 
at the media, getting organized and 
hopefully being changed for the rest 
of their lives. It's unclear whether this 
will make a dent in the US empire. Iraq 
fell quickly, at least initially, and Syria, 
Iran, Venezuela, Colombia, Saudi 


Arabia and any number of other coun- 
tries may not be far behind. 

Nothing about the current situation 
is simple. Fortunately, neither is 
Churchill. His speech focuses on grim 
topics, but he is by turns conversa- 
tional, serious, snide and humorous. 
The talk recorded on the CD, Pacifism 
as Pathology in the American Left, is as 
thought provoking, if not as persua- 
sive, as anything in his little blue book. 
Anyone left of center will enjoy listen- 
ing to it. And the more radical you 
think you are, the more you need to 
listen to it and reconsider. 

Dan Spalding lives and works in Oak- 
land, California, where he is part of the 
Midnight Special Law Collective and Legal 
Support to Stop the War. Find out more 
about him at www.danspalding.com and 
www.midnightspecial.net. 




Rearing Robot Rats 

Most robots have silicon and metal micro-processors as 
their nerve centers, but Steve Potter had a different idea. 
Potter, a neuro-engineering professor at Georgia Tech 
University, created what he calls a hybrot — short for a 
"hybrid robot." The hybrot is essentially a rat-controlled 
robot. Potter, who has been building the hybrot since 
1983, described it as a "digital computer and living neural 
network working together." 

The hybrot does its thinking with a layer of neurons 
taken from rat embryos. The neurons are grown over an 
electrode-activated silicon chip, and the chip picks up the 
electrical activity and sends it to a computer. The 
computer then relays this information back to 
the robot, which responds to the activity 
with physical motions. 

"Basically, we've taken these cells in a 
dish and given them back a body," ex- 
plains Potter. He is looking for evidence 
that the neurons can learn new data from 
the information sent back to the robot 
from the computer. This is the first time 
that living neurons have been used to 
control a robot. 

Anything into Oil? 

Changing World Technologies (CWT) 
claims that it has developed a method 
to turn "almost any waste product 
imaginable" into high-quality oil, 
clean-burning gas and chemicals for 
manufacturing, fuels and fertilizers. 

According to CWT, "feedstock" such 
as bloody waste from factory farms, 


plastic bottles, old computers, municipal garbage, infectious 
medical waste, polyvinyl chlorides, oil refinery residues and 
even anthrax spores can be processed into an oil similar to 
"light Texas crude. " The entire process of pumping the matter 
through a series of tanks and tubes takes only two hours. The 
final product, a honey-colored liquid, is supposedly similar to 
a mixture of fuel oil and gasoline. 

The thermal depolymerization process (TDP) imitates the 
natural process of decomposition, says CWT — only what 
takes thousands or even millions of years for the Earth to 
accomplish is recreated in a pressurized, hydrated tank in as 
little as 15 minutes. 

Although many people have rushed to 
embrace this technology as the key to 
solving the problems of global warming, 
dwindling oil supplies and waste dis- 
posal, others remain unconvinced. Skep- 
tics take issue with CWT’s assertion 
that "nothing hazardous comes out of 
any feedstock we try." 

The TDP industry's partnership with 
fossil-fuel companies is also suspicious. 
"TDP can make the petroleum indus- 
try itself cleaner and more profit- 
able," claims John Riordan, presi- 
dent and CEO of the Gas Technol- 
ogy Institute. The TDP process 
could be used to refine heavy, 
crude oil into a more accessible 
substance by injecting steam into 
underground oil deposits. 

TDP can also extract the salable 
commodities of sulfur, mercury, 
naphtha and olefins from coal. 



July-August 2003 Earth First! Page 55 





vid 


mneasMng die Powerful itm of Video 


by Adams Wood 

The Video Activist Handbook, 
second edition, by Thomas Harding, 
Pluto Press, 2001. 

In 1996, 1 was fairly new to Earth 
First! and was quite new to video 
production when I found myself in 
a San Francisco, California, ware- 
house watching Undercurrents — a 
90-minute activist news video pro- 
duced in Oxford, England. It was 
the most inspiring thing I'd ever 
seen. The actions were daring and 
brilliant, and the video production 
was "spot on." 

A fewyears ago, Thomas Harding, 
one of the original producers of 
Undercurrents, wrote a book to pro- 
mote the use of video in environ- 
mental and social justice campaigns. The Video 
Activist Handbook is now in its second edition, 
and if I had my way, it would be required reading 
for anyone involved in activist work. 

Activists are often a little uneasy about their 
counterparts with camcorders. It's understand- 
able — done poorly, video can incriminate, drain 
resources and waste a lot of time. But it can also 
be a very powerful tool. If we dismiss video 
activists along with the rest of the media, we 
miss a huge opportunity. Video is like any 
other tactic: We must learn how to use it before 
we can be effective. 

Harding sees video activists not as spectators 
or exploiters of the struggle but as active and 
important participants. In his eyes, good video 
activists find a group that needs help and set 
out to meet its needs. When they produce a 
video, these needs come first. Harding outlines 
additional ways video activists can contribute, 
such as witnessing, recording evidence and 
helping activists hone their interview skills. 
His passion for video activism is inspiring, but 
Harding is also honest about the limitations 
and potential hazards. If more of us had this 
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kind of understanding about video, we'd be a 
more effective movement. 

The Video Activist Handbook is an important 
text for all activists, but it is even more exciting 
for those of us who are into video. Chapters on 
equipment and technique are geared toward 
the beginner and designed to get them out 
recording footage in a hurry. However, there is 
enough detail to interest intermediate 
videographers as well. The author offers some 
wise words on the psychological hurdles that 
can plague video activists: shyness, loneliness 
and boredom. In the small and sometimes 
isolated world of video activism, this kind of 
seasoned advice is a godsend. 

A common gripe about activist videographers 
is that they demand hours of interviews for 
"their documentary," but the final product 
never materializes. These folks will appreciate 
Harding's section on producing an activist 
video. The author offers a step-by-step guide 
to defining and researching a project, sifting 
through footage and mastering the mechan- 
ics of putting it all together. In recent years, 
the digital video revolution has brought top- 
flight editing equipment within reach of any- 
one with a computer and a willingness to 
steal software. The handbook is up-to-date in 
that regard, but it also devotes space to do-it- 
yourself techniques, like simple camcorder to 
VCR editing. 

Most of this edition's updates are in the 
distribution chapters. Harding cites outlets 
such as the Internet, video news magazines, 
cable access — even rave-style "video-jockey" 
projection. This edition also features more 
real-world examples of video activism, includ- 
ing brief descriptions or diary accounts writ- 
ten by the video activists themselves. 

If there's a better guide for navigating the 
unique issues of activist video, I haven't seen it. 

Adams Wood co-founded Whispered Media and 
is now one-half of Mountain Eye Media. He lives 
in western North Carolina, where he's trying to 
drink more water and less coffee. 


Video 

Activist 

Resources 


•Cascadia Media Collective: cascadiamedia.org 
•Chiapas Media Project: chiapasmediaproject.org 
•Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers: wildrockies.org/cmcr 
•Earth Films: earthfilms.org 
•Free Speech TV: freespeech.org 


•Mountain Eye Media: mountaineyemedia.org 
•Paper Tiger Television: www.papertiger.org 
•The Video Activist Network: videoactivism.org 
•Undercurrents: undercurrents.org 

ered Media: whisperedmedia.org 
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lie lierrlla Video Primer 


by Randy Shadow alker 

Guerrilla media is increasingly being used as 
a resource to command corporate, police and 
government accountability around the world. 
The Cascadia Media Collective has worked with 
video as a means of activism since 1996 and has 
created a video primer to help pass on skills. 

In 2002, the Guerrilla Video Primer was pro- 
duced to train the growing pool of guerrilla 
journalists who want to use video cameras as a 
means of radical social change. The Guerrilla 
Video Primer aims to demystify video skills and 
decentralize independent media. 

Through careful explanation of camera ba- 
sics and with examples from different types of 
situations in the field, the primer works to 
create a complete tutorial on what to expect in 
the streets and in the woods. It covers how to 


deal with each situation as skillfully as pos- 
sible. The primer also illustrates that it is 
possible to maintain a radical edge while si- 
multaneously producing high quality, inter- 
esting video reports. 

A companion handbook to the Guerrilla Video 
Primer will be available this Summer to comple- 
ment the skills and techniques presented in 
the video. Additionally, the 
Cascadia Media Collective is 
working to create the Guerrilla 
Media Bulletin Board to pro- 
vide an online forum for people 
to meet and share skills. 

For more information, visit 
www.cascadiamedia.org. 

Randy Shadowalker's ventures 
into video began with the Warner 
Creek forest campaign. 


Gold, Greed and Genocide 


Gold, Greed and Genocide: The Untold Trag- 
edy of the California Gold Rush, a 24-minute 
video by Pratap Chatterjee, International Indian 
Treaty Council, 2003. 

In the mid- 1800s, hundreds of thousands of 
settlers invaded the territory that is now called 
California. Nothing was safe from the on- 
slaught: Miners blasted away mountains, pol- 
luted watersheds and massacred, raped and 
enslaved the people who lived there. 

Before the gold msh, more than 150,000 in- 
digenous Californians lived peacefully as fishers, 
hunters and gatherers. But just 20 years after 
James Marshall discovered yellow metal in the 
American River at Coloma, there were only 
31,000 California Indians left. In the meantime, 


12 billion tons of earth had 
been dug up. More than 7,000 
tons of mercury were dumped 
into the rivers. 

Gold, Greed and Genocide is 
filmed almost entirely from the 
perspective of Native Califor- 
nians whose lives have been 
forever impacted by the California gold msh. 
Since Native American perspectives are rarely 
found in textbooks, movies or television shows, 
Gold, Greed and Genocide is probably different 
from anything viewers have ever seen. 

For more information, contact Oyate, 2702 
Mathews St, Berkeley, CA 94702; (510) 848- 
6700; oyate@oyate.org; www.oyate.org. 



Amazon OH Pipeline 


Amazon Oil Pipeline: Pollution, Corruption 
and Poverty, a 35-minute video by Juan Pablo 
Barragan, Rainforest Information Center, 2003. 

One end of the Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados 
(OCP) pipeline starts on the Ecuadorian coast, 
adjacent to the world's largest mangrove forest. 
Oil well construction at the pipeline's other end 
will devastate every national park and indig- 
enous reserve in the Amazonian headwaters. 

The pipeline project, shelved for more than 
10 years as a result of opposition to its environ- 
mental and human rights impacts, has been 
riddled with problems since building com- 
menced in 2001. The OCP construction trig- 
gered a break in a nearby pipeline in April, 


which led to more than 336,000 gallons of oil 
spilling into the Sucus-San Juan River. 

Amazon Oil Pipeline: Pollution, Corruption and 
Poverty exposes 30 years of oil exploitation in 
Ecuador and shows how activists can help 
Ecuadorians oppose the further erosion of na- 
ture, culture and national sovereignty. It illus- 
trates how people need to take control from 
the hands of greedy banks and corporations to 
protect this unique and sensitive ecosystem. 

The Rainforest Information Center is offer- 
ing to send a copy of the video to anyone 
willing to screen it and organize a letter-writ- 
ing campaign. 

Formore info., visit www.rainforestinfo.org.au. 
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Healing and Redefining Our World Youth Summit 

July 9- M • Black Mesa, Arizona 

Black Mesa has been the center of many envi- 
ronmental and social injustices. The continued 
destruction of Dine and Hopi homelands is 
largely contributing to the many challenges 
facing Dine and Hopi youth. The Healing and 
Redefining Our World Youth Summit on Black 
Mesa will bring together youth and elders from 
all walks of life to promote a cross-cultural and 
cross-generational exchange. 

Workshops will include: traditional foods and knowl- 
edge, renewable energy, arts and hip hop, indigenous people's rights, 
environmental justice, sustaining the land, spiritual well-being, natural 
medicine and organization building. 

For more information, contact (928) 226-0310; www.blackmesawatercoalition.org. 



Call for Radical 
How-to’s and Skillshares 

All across the world, activists are 
organizing to take down the state. 
We all have skills we've developed, 
techniques we’ve enhanced and 
ideas we’ve created, but the prob- 
lem is that our resistance is global. 

An activist in North Carolina 
makes a paint bomb, while some- 
one in Sweden perfects a lockbox. 
Where does one go to find guidance 
on the creation of such materials? 
Where can one turn for advice on 
the nitty-gritty details of construc- 
tion, planning and design? 

A proposition: a compilation of 
activist how-to’s. It would be a living 
document that is created by activists 
and shaped by the entries submitted. 

This could include information 
on tool making, scouting, security, 
banner drops, dumpster diving, bill- 
board modification, sabotage on 
the job — you get the idea. Just think: 

If you were to host a workshop on 
a skill, what would you teach? 

Documents of a sensitive nature 
should be encrypted. Please send an 
email message to request Our Tools 
Collective's PGP key. Send submis- 
sions to ourtools@mutualaid.org. 

P mm Wmamm® 
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Grand Opening of the HOPE Farm 


Central Oregon's HOPE Farm is a 
collaborative project bringing to- 
gether farmers, educators, activists 
and others to promote biodiversity 
and innovative options for sustain- 
able living. It is a working organic 
farm and education center whose 
mission is to help non-human spe- 
cies; distribute organic food; edu- 
cate about permaculture; and 
encourage community building. 

For more information, contact 
HOPE Farm, (541) 343-HOPE; 
www.hopefarm.net. 



the Prison Industrial Complex 

August 8-10- Eugene, Oregon 

This conference hopes to educate 
people about the bleak reality of the 
prison crisis and to mobilize those from 
the anti-repression, prisoner support and 
anti-capitalist movements. Conference 
participants will learn from survivors of 
the prison system and gain invaluable 
lessons about the nature of the beast. 

Speakers will include Safiya Bukhari, 
co-chair of the New York City Free 
Mumia Coalition, American Indian 
Movement member and author Ward 
Churchill and Ed Mead, founder of the 
Prison Art Project. Representatives from 
several groups will be participating, in- 
cluding the Anarchist Black Cross, Na- 
tive American Prisoner Support, 
Trannies in Prison and Women Em- 
bracing Freedom Together. 

For more information, contact Break 
the Chains, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 
97440; www.breakthechains.net. 


Animal Rights 2003 


August 1 -6 

The national 
conference of 
the animal rights 
movement, Ani- 
mal Rights 2003, 
provides a forum for sharing knowl- 
edge, discussing strategies and tac- 
tics, networking and "recharging 
our batteries." It brings the entire 
movement together under the ban- 
ner of total animal liberation from 
human oppression. 



Los Angeles, California 

The five-day 
event will feature 
120 presenters, 
workshops, cam- 
paign reports, ex- 
hibits, videos, planning meetings and 
networking receptions. Many groups 
are planning demonstrations and ac- 
tions for the day after the conference. 

For more information, contact Ani- 
mal Rights 2003, (888) FARM-USA; 
www.animalrights2003.org. 






Wemoon's Army is comprised of byke-sexuals on a mission to energize radical 
communities and to radicalize mundane ones! The troupe is unapologetically feminist, 
furious and funny! Wemoon's poly-logues and theatrics creatively explore the issues of 
patriarchy and violence — using love, humor, rhythm and movement to express, expose 
and educate. The troupe travels with an infoshop featuring zines, artwork and video 
shorts that question compulsive, conformist, consumptive lifesty les. Wemoon’s perfor- 
mances discuss how sexism is intertwined with the destruction of the Earth and how it 
is inseparable from all other forms of oppression. 

I or more information, contact wemoonsarmy@joinme.com; www.wemoonsarmy.com. 


Revolution Summer 


Summer 2003 • San Diego, California 

Throughout the Summer, thousands 
of people will gather in San Diego to 
take direct action against the many 
facets of the system that maintain a 
world based on a hierarchy of power, 
class, race, sex and species. People are 
invited to come to San Diego for the 
Summer, as well as in September for an 
international protest against the World 
Trade Organization. 

Revolution Summer will educate the 
activist community on how to better 
fight the system, using powerful and 
creative forms of nonviolent resistance. 

A whole season of kick-ass teach-ins 
and actions will be organized around 
the issues of police brutality, sweatshop 
labor, the Patriot Act, human rights, 
animal rights, radical feminism, milita- 
rization of our communities, anti-glo- 
balization and stopping empire. 

For more information, visit 
www.revolutionsummersd.com. 


Burdock! 


July 22-29 • Starks, Maine 

CmRC: V Burdock is a gathering for people from 

every walk of life to celebrate each other, 
Wl the Earth and a sense of community. 

Burdock nurtures an environment for 
people to educate one another on practi- 
cal everyday skills, ecology, political and 
social issues, as well as ways to make the 
i.V Lr world a better place. The gathering will 

be based on mutual aid and coopera- 
tion to encourage education, commu- 
nity building, do-it-yourself skills and a wicked good time. 

At Burdock, everyone is a participant and is encouraged to 
bring workshops, skills, music, art and good food to share. 

The gathering will be held on a farm with lots of fields, 
woods, a beautiful river for swimming and plenty of room 
for camping. A communal kitchen will provide food. 
Childcare and workshops for kids will also be available. 
For more information, contact Burdock, (207) 649-5980; 
burdock@riseup.net; www.ecohumanist.org/burdock. 




the World lrade Organization 

September 10-14 • Cancun, Mexico 

September is the storm season along the Caribbean 
coast of Cancun, and this year could prove to be one of 
the stormiest. Tens of thousands of people from around 
the world — including you — will be converging on the 
WTO's ministerial summit to protest its destructive eco- 
nomic policies. 

In the spirit of Seattle, Prague, Quebec City, Genoa and 
the many other mobilizations against corporate globaliza- 
tion, activists will demonstrate both our anger and our joy 
in protest, using creativity, resolve and resilience to shut 
down the operations of the WTO. 

For more information, visit www.indymedia.org. 


Summer Buffalo Roadshow A 

August-Septem ber • West Coast -■ 

The Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) 
roadshow will be traveling through- ( v, : , 

out the West Coast this Summer. 

Beginning in mid- August and continu- 

ing through September, activists will 

present the current situation faced by the 

Yellowstone buffalo herd with exclusive 

video footage documenting the harsh reality of the conflict. 

BFC is currently lining up West Coast venues for presen- 
tations. If you can help set up a location, contact BFC, (406) 
646-0070; mease@wildrockies.org. 


Wemoon’s Army Eco-Anarcha-Feminist Traveling Ritual Theatrical Troupe 
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Co-op America 


a joint project of 


Concerned ' Sinafes 


issue #2 
rod coronado 
robin webb 
ingrid newkirk 
shutting down a fur farm by the ALF 
and more... 
get your free subscription at 
www. directaction. info 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment 
and a healthy society. 


Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 


FREE SAMPLE 

& Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
■b 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


november 8 & 9 

sanfrancisco concourse exhibition center 


Oasis Under Siege, a new indy-video 
about the loss of water in the desert Southwest, 
is available now! Great for your educational 
endeavors, whether autonomous or institutional. 

Color, 24 min. Distro info: 
sonya(d greenbicycle/net 
www.oasis.panleft.org 


austin 


austin convention center 


a magazine dedicated to the underground 
movement for animal liberation 


Leslie James 
Pickering 


arissa 

PUBLICATIONS 

P.O. Box 232, S. Wales, NY 14139 


greenfestivals.com 


877 727 2179 / 


www.arissa.org 


Green Festival ‘02 was a tremendous success with 
thousands of enthusiastic attendees and green busi- 
nesses. Join us for this trailblazing celebration in its 
second year — growing stronger and more timely than ever. 


Live well, do good. 


October 11 & 12 


THE 


ARTH 


The first book published on the 
Earth Liberation Front 
tracing its first five years 
of activity through 
communiques, articles 
interviews, testimonies 

IDPDATIAH and releases 
(iDELrCAi I lUrl edited by former 

ELF spokesperson 
Leslie James Pickering 


RONT 


350 pages, $15 PPD 
from Arissa Publications. 


1997*2002 


SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY E C O LOGIC Al B A t A N C E SOC I Al J U 5 T I C E 


THERE IS A WAR IN THE WOODS 
- YOUR AID IS CRUCIAL 

' supplies needed: 

(K , 

w YOU-come out & join us for a few days,weeks,month$* 

* Climbing gear-static rope, truckers rope, tubular 
webbing, harnesses, carabiners, pulleys, etc. 

Camping gear-camo tarps.rain proof clothing, wool 
coats pants and socks, compasses, backpacks.etc. 
money-to pay rent, for transporta tion, to buy other gear, 

Make checks out to Casca- food, etc. 1540 SB Clinton St 
dia Summer. The time is now 

to get involved and take a Portland, OR 97202 


stand for our Earth. | | (503)241-4879 

www.CascadiaSummer.org 


bite back. 
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magazine 




■"-Gary Snyder's Sierra 


Standing Our Ground 

• Northern California focus 
in a global context 

• Ecological and social 
justice 

• Reliable reporting 

• Striking artwork 

• Elegant design 

For subscription and contact infor- 
mation, please visit our website at 
www.ecologycenter.org, email 
subs@ecologycenter.org, or call 
(510) 548-2220 x230. 


Art by Tout Killian 


Clayoquot Sound 

Rainforest Festival 


Friends of Clayoquot Sound 

TOFINO, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Clayoquot Sound . . . 10 Tears Later 

Ten years ago Clayoquot Sound became the organizing site 
of the largest blockade in Canadian history. 12,000 people 
joined the protest to stop industrial logging of Clayoquot 
Sound's”ancient temperate rainforest. Many successes 
have ensued as a result, successes worth celebrating. 
However, Clayoquot is not out of the woods yet. 

Join Friends of Clayoquot Sound to celebrate the 10 year anniversary 
of the 1993 blockades, the successes that followed and to send 
a strong message to the BC government and to Interfor that 
Interfor's large-scale logging of Clayoquot Sound's old-growth 
forest and threat to pristine valleys must end. 

Music, workshops 6 speakers 

For more information 
email: info@focs.ca or 
phone: (250) 725-4218 
www.focs.ca 


Green Fire 

bookshop 

Tucson, Arizona 


www.greenfirebooKs.com 

925 E Ft Lowell | Tucson, A 2- 85729 

520.W8.0677 

Nature 
Ecology 
Southwest 

and more Edward 
Abbey booKs than 
you can shaKe a sticK at. 


Arrested for Peace! 


3 Iraq War Resistance at Home and Abroad 


A special 16-page issue of the Nuclear Resister newsletter 
chronicles more than 7,500 anti-war arrests in the U.S. 
alone between Nov. ‘02 and April, ‘03, including 
300+ actions in 1 15+ cities & 35 states. 

For a free sample copy and up-to-date international list of 
imprisoned nuclear and war resisters, send postal address 
with request to nukeresister@igc.org or 
NR, POB 43383, Tucson AZ 85733. 

Donations appreciated, subscriptions $15/yr. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 

Luna Tierra Sol Infoshop 

2501 W 6th St, Los Angeles, CA 90057 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 

sinartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(9Q4). 462-33 74 

BigBend EF! 

POB‘20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 
c/d Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(5(j}j 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 
Gajiitesville/Ichetucknee EF! 


c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 
azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough, Apt 31, Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Lost Cause Collective 
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 


2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluence/St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF!/ WiM Rockies Review 
(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW YO RK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 

croatanef@ziplip.com 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 

Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243-9765 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 

Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 


Page 62 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2003 



Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 

(541) 592-3386 

Mazanra Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd 1158, Ashland, OR 97520 

(541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

Wild Tennessee EF! 

WildTennessee@aol.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

POB 66282, Houston, TX 77006 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

WASHINGTON 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, WI 

54481 

Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


International 

www.eco-action.org/ef 


EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540 
(61)2-44-466-477 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St. Laurent, 

2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 


EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 


Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. “ 
There are also a number of anarchist/revolutionary 
projects. For more news from the UK, contact: 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich NR2 3AL, 

0160- 321-9811; mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 

Manchester M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

FRA NC E 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 

GERMA NY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 

Bihar 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 461 1, Tel-Aviv 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 
THE NETH ER LANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenft@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 

EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 

8000 

POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne, 

“W Obroniezieml" Dominika Baryla, 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16 
RUS SIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 1 4, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
S COTLAND 
Glasgow F.F! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 9Q 
01334-477411 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH .KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; gTeenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDE N 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

Rainbow Keepers (five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 
7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


wm 
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Please send address changes to: EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 857 02 


Projects Cj Campaigns 


Animal Liberation Front 
www.an i mal liberation .net 


('old Mountain, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, M l 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@ wiklrockios.org 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
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Buffalo Stampede Stomps on DC 


On May 9, Anishinaabe activist Winona LaDuke was in Washington, DC, to speak out on 
behalf of the Yellowstone buffalo. LaDuke commented on the "irony that, in a new 
millennium, America is still killing buffalo." 

LaDuke joined the second annual Buffalo Stampede on Capitol Hill with more 
than 50 fellow buffalo supporters to bring national attention to the 
ongoing buffalo slaughter in Montana. 

After rallying support in Congress, the buffalo advocates proceeded, in a 
stampede-like fashion, to the Department of the Interior. The stampede de- 
manded that the agency protect bison who wander outside of the park, rescind 
the bison management plan and cease plans to re-establish a bison hunt. 

What is an Endangered Species Act petition? 

The Buffalo Field Campaign, Fund for Animals, Ecology Center and Cold 
Mountains, Cold Rivers are writing a petition to list the buffalo under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). It is expected to be filed with the Department 
of the Interior this Summer. 

When you think of filing a petition, you usually imagine collecting thousands 
of sloppy signatures. However, petitioning the Department of the Interior's US Fish and Wildlife Service is a formal process 
wherein a scientific document is written to describe why protection under the ESA is warranted for a particular species. 

The buffalo petition describes the history of the Yellowstone population and demonstrates how it is unique both 
geographically and genetically. Further, the petition describes threats to buffalo habitat within Yellowstone's boundaries, as 
well as on public and private land outside of the park. 

For more information, visit www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 
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The End of Wilderness 



by Robert Finkbine 

In early May, the Bush administration dealt another 
devastating blow to environmental protections. The De- 
partment of the Interior announced that it will no longer 
recommend any of the millions of acres under its jurisdic- 
tion for permanent wilderness protection. 

This new policy has not created that much of a stir. Like 
most of the bad environmental news emanating from 
Bush's administration, it has been carefully upstaged by 
terrorist and war news. There was no formal announce- 
ment — just a few letters to interested senators from Secre- 
tary of the Interior Gale Norton that described a legal 
settlement she had reached with the state of Utah. However, 
a close reading of that deal showed it to be a fundamental 
reinterpretation of environmental law and a reversal of four 
decades of federal wilderness policy. 

At issue in the settlement were more than two million 
acres of federal land in Utah that had been inventoried by 
former Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. The land 
was designated as de facto wilderness — that is, land deserv- 
ing of protection from commercial activity until Congress 
can decide whether to designate it as a permanent wilder- 
ness area. Babbitt's actions infuriated Utah, which had 
commercial intentions for the land. But the state's efforts 
to stop Babbitt in court failed. 

In March, however, Utah quietly filed an amended 
complaint to which the administration quickly acceded. 
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Under the settlement, Norton agreed to not only withdraw 
the acres from wilderness consideration but also to re- 
nounce the department's authority to conduct wilderness 
reviews anywhere in the country. 

In one stroke, Norton yanked more than 250 million acres 
off of the table, including pristine caribou habitat in Alaska, 
California's treasured sequoia forests and Colorado's rain- 
bow-colored vermilion basin. If Norton's action is not re- 
versed, these areas could be opened to mining, oil and gas 
drilling, logging and road building. Norton's associates rushed 
to assure critics that they will be mindful of "wilderness" 
values in the lands that they manage. 

Norton insists that she is right in rescinding the Babbitt 
designation — and that Babbitt was wrong in the first place — 
because the government's authority to identify and manage 
potential wilderness under the 1976 Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act has long since expired. That is an extraor- 
dinarily cramped interpretation of the law. One key part of 
the act did, in fact, expire. But other provisions, including the 
right to provide interim wilderness protections, remain very 
much alive. 

There is no doubt that the law gives the Secretary of the 
Interior the right to identify potential wilderness areas and 
manage them accordingly. The only question is whether he or 
she wants to use that authority. And Norton clearly does not. 

Robert Finkbine was a professor of US history for more than 
30 years and has been both a professional whitewater rafting 
guide and a private boater on western rivers. 
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The Radical Environmental Journal 



Katuah EF! Takes on Wal-Mart 

The merry pranksters of Katuah Earth 


First! hung a banner (pictured above) on the 
morning of July 23 from the Tennessee 
Aquarium billboard near the Brainerd Levee 
on Interstate 75 South. The banner drop 
was in opposition to the construction of a 
new Wal-Mart Supercenter in East Brainerd, 
a suburb of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

On July 26, Katuah Earth First! activists 
locked down to construction equipment at 
the site. The supercenter would destroy the 
integrity of nearby wetlands that are home 
to more than 180 bird species. Siltation 
damage was visible in the wetlands after 
one week of construction. 

"If Chattanooga is supposed to be the 'En- 
vironmental City,' then why is a Wal-Mart 
Supercenter being constructed, resulting in 
the destruction of an entire wetlands ecosys- 
tem?," asked EF! activist Amanda Womac. 
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In Case of Tire, Let it Bum! 



On August 22, the ELF made a one-million-dollar strike 
against this Hummer dealership near Los Angeles. 


On my return to Tucson, an am- 
ber necklace of flames draped the 
Catalina Mountain just north of 
town. The Aspen fire lit up the night 
sky like a glowing serpent. 

Fire is a cleanser. For thousands of 
years, indigenous peoples have used 
fire to purify, not only ourselves, 
but any negative impact we humans 
may have created. In the sweat lodge, 
which is the womb of Mother Earth, 
stones made red hot by this power- 
ful natural element remind us that 
all life began with fire. 

I love fire, be it around a campfire 
with friends or when consuming an 
empty fur farm, animal laboratory 
or luxury condominium built on 
the homes of my animal relations. 

Ffistorically, fire has always been a 
tactic of resistance and not just for 
the radical environmental movement. 
American slaves burned cotton gins 
and plantations. 

In the 1860s, after the US surren- 
dered to the Lakota warchief, Red 
Cloud, warriors fighting the first ur- 
ban sprawl burned the contested forts 
to the ground. 

In 1885, when the Mexican gov- 
ernment attempted to gain control 
of silver deposits in my homelands, 
our war leader, Cajeme, captured 
and burned 21 ships in the Yaqui 
River port of El Medano. 


Once again, our home 
is under attack. Before 
activists jet across the 
continent to attend 
protests in Cancun, Mi- 
ami or elsewhere, we 
should consider target- 
ing the same CEOs in 
their hometowns. 

No tactic that prevents 
environmental destruc- 
tion — without loss of 
life — should be ruled 
out. Be it fire or an ac- 
tion at the homes of a 
corporate ecoterrorist. A 
guerrilla's strength is always to strike 
the enemy when they least expect it, 
not when the combined forces of 
corporations and governments are 
most prepared. 

This resistance is not about re- 
maining true to civil disobedience, 
it's about preventing the whole- 
sale destruction of our one and 
only life support system. Our 
greatest strategic assessment 
should be whether our actions are 
effecting the financial bottomline 
of the destroyers of Earth. 

I believe it's time to abandon the 
privilege of race, class, gender and 
species and join the rest of the world 
resisting corporate imperialism. Oth- 
erwise Earth First! is just another 
environmental group. I believe if 
tactics that defend the natural world 
trouble you, maybe another group is 
better for you. 

Let's worry more about what our 
four-legged, feathered and finned re- 
lations think about our actions and 
less about what those in suits and 
uniforms have to say. Earth First! 
remains the unforgiving voice for 
the voiceless that sees no compari- 
son between the decimation of an 
old-growth forest and the disabling 
of the machines used for that de- 
struction. Purify yourself, the battle 
has just begun. 

— Rod 
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The nighttime glow of an Earth Liberation Front arson in San Diego , California 


by Rod Coronado 

In the largest act of environmental sabotage In US history, 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has accepted responsibility 
for a $50 million fire in San Diego, California, that destroyed 
an unfinished five-story condominium complex on August 
1. The complex is owned by Garden Communities, the 
second largest developer in Southern California. Nation- 
wide, Garden Communities owns more than 40,000 apart- 
ments and 25 million square feet of commercial space. 

Fire crews arrived on the scene and evacuated apartments 
surrounding the 34-acre construction site. No one was hurt 
in the blaze, which was credited to the ELF through a painted 
slogan: "If you build it — we will burn it. E.L.F." 

The fire was in San Diego's Golden Triangle area, which 
boasts a mixture of luxury apartments, upscale office 
buildings, fashionable retail centers and biotechnology 
companies. The Golden Triangle is adjacent to Rose Can- 
yon — home to bobcats, coyotes, ash-throated flycatchers, 
red-shouldered hawks, bam owls and orioles. 

From 2,000 years ago until the last century, the Kumeyaay 
people inhabited a village in Rose Canyon, gathering acorns 
from the once abundant coastal live oaks, weaving baskets 
from the arroyo willow and hunting not far from where a 
seven-million-dollar crane was destroyed by the ELF fire. 

San Diego County is one of the most rapidly growing 
regions in the US and has been identified as one of the 
world's 25 biodiversity "hotspots." It also boasts the fifth 
worst rush-hour commute in the nation. 

The Garden Communities project was approved in 2000, 
despite opposition from nearby residents. Many who hike 
Rose Canyon's four-mile length are tired of the sprawl 
engulfing the canyon and have expressed support for the 
ELF's efforts to draw attention to the development of San 
Diego's last remaining wetlands and wild places. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service transferred Endangered 
Species Act implementation authority to the developer- 
friendly San Diego government in 1998. The Multiple Species 


Conservation Plan (MSCP) was established to cover nearly 
900 square miles. As one of the Southwest's first large-scale 
plans to protect entire ecosystems rather than just particular 
species, the MSCP has proven to be inadequate in preserving 
native biodiversity and ensuring the recovery of endangered 
animals and plants in San Diego County. 

"I think it's a positive statement that at least someone 
somewhere is trying to point out that over-development is 
clogging our already congested urban areas. This is a war to 
protect the environment, to raise the consciousness of people, " 
said 41-year-old Richard Marose, a local restaurant manager. 

Marose also noted that rain and humidity made the 
night of the fire moist enough to prevent it from spreading 
to Rose Canyon: "The canyon would have gone up in 
smoke if this was done at any other time." He refused to 
talk to agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms who wanted to question him. 

This particular project. La Jolla Crossroads, when com- 
pleted would comprise 1,800 apartments with an average 
monthly rent of $1,340. The 42-acre Nobel Research Cen- 
ter, which will house the biotechnology company IDEC 
Corporation, is planned to be built adjacent to the site. 

Following the fire, a small, hand-printed sign was left near 
the construction site: "Thank-You EX.F. Burn, Baby, Burn." 

Tad Simmons of Carlsbad said that as an environmentalist 
he had mixed feelings about the fire. "Part of me thinks it's 
kind of cool that somebody had the guts to stand for some- 
thing like this — a cause, and that nobody ever gets hurt." 

No arrests have been made, but the FBI's Joint Terrorism 
Task Force said several suspects were being tracked. 

Editors' Note: On August 14, FBI agents raided the home of 
activists affiliated with the San Diego-based Compassion for 
Farm Animals (CFA). CFA organized a lecture with Rod Coronado 
on the day of the ELF fire. Agents seized phone lists, a computer, 
a video camera and videotape of the lecture, which was part of 
on-going Revolution Summer events in San Diego. Since the fire, 
CFA activists have been under constant surveillance, their home 
was mysteriously broken into and their vehicle stolen. 
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Dear SFB, 

I am 
nonviolent. 

And non- 
violence is not 
a tactic, it is a way of life. It 
informs my interactions with 
human beings, plants, and 
animals. Every moment of 
my life. 

As a tactic it is practical, I 
agree. But it's more than a 
tactic. Read Ghandi. Read 
Martin Luther King, Jr. No, 
I'm not a Christian. 

But I am nonviolent. 

So why do my hackles raise 
when some man tells a young 
woman she can't teach self 
defense? (see EF!f May-June 
2003). Because I am a woman, 
a woman who has been at- 
tacked. Besides, I think I know 
the kind of self defense she is 
talking about does not include 
taking out a gun and shoot- 
ing someone. 

These are hard questions. 
With no easy answers. (No 
wonder Bush wants those 
WMDs to be found in Iraq — 
he still wants to claim self 
defense, even tho the war and 
occupation are illegal under 
International Law.) They are 
hard questions because they 
have larger implications. 

Could you address that in 
another article? 

Peace, 

— Sue Ann Martinson 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Howdy ya'll, from the Ap- 
palachian foothills. 

The Eastern Forest Action 
Camp has just come to its 
conclusion. It was well orga- 
nized, informative and fun. 

New friendships were 
formed, bonds were made, 
but most importantly new 
information has come to 
light that will revolutionize 


activist 
orga- 
nizing. 

The new 
discovery is embodied in the 
following theorem: whereas 
I=7/8 ,al) whereas ^intelli- 
gence and a=activists. Ac- 
cording to this theorem the 
activists that participate in a 
given activity will inevita- 
bly lower their Potential In- 
telligence Level (PIL) at an 
exponential rate based on 
their numbers. 

For instance one activist is 
working at 100 percent of 
PIL, two activists are work- 
ing at 87.5 percent PIL and 
three are at 76.6 percent and 
so on. When we announced 
our theory to the larger group 
at the Solstice campfire, we 
were insulted with moronic 
statements and nearly at- 
tacked by their mob fury. 
Being there 50 activists the 
PIL of the group was .014 
percent. As you may see our 
theory works. We are still 
working on a larger theorem 
to figure out the performance 
(p) of a group of working 
activists (a) based on their 
intelligence (I), knowledge 
(k) and wisdom (w) levels. 

No Compromise in Defense 
of the Pythagorean Theorem. 

SINEd, 

— Math First! 

P.S. We had seven activists 
working on this letter, so 
again our theory is proven. 

P.P.S. For extra credit 
points, figure out our PIL. 

Dear SFB, 

Gotta say I enjoyed Tim 
Ream's "I have a dream/call for 
insurrection" editorial of a few 
issues back (see EF![ March- 
April 2003) more than his 
"Open Letter to the FBI" in the 
current (July/ August) issue. 


Dear Slbiitt 
four Brains 


Tim makes some good 
points, but two things in 
"Open Letter" bug me. For 
one, he seems to be saying 
that acts of damage to earth- 
ravaging equipment only 
bring on more repression and 
are the work of the FBI. Both 
assertions are false. The only 
way to avoid repression is to 
have no liberation move- 
ment, and implying that noc- 
turnal blows, which require 
great courage, are govern- 
ment operations is even more 
obviously off the mark. 

Twice he refers to the pigs as 
threatening "true democracy. " 
(A) What democracy is that? 
And (B) some of us (anarchists) 
want a world that doesn't need 
running (deglobalized, decen- 
tralized, face-to-face) and re- 
ject democracy as one more 
form of rule. 

— John Zerzan 

Dear SFB, 

A few days ago, while sit- 
ting in a coffee shop, I no- 
ticed a flyer for a protest 
against a recent push to in- 
crease the number of paved 
roads in federally protected 
forests. I decided to go, to 
stand up for the trees — like 
my hero the lorax — and take 
a stand against our friendly 
fascists in the white house. 

When two of my friends 
and I arrived, we noticed most 
of the few attendees wearing 
Sierra Club and Wisconsin 
PIRG shirts. The protesters 
carried mild signs, and sent 
their best dressed member to 
talk to the news crews. The 
second these cameramen left, 
the protesters began to back 
away from the police and soon 
thereafter ran away like the 
sheep they were. 

Throughout the entire pro- 
test, my friends and I were 
receiving scowls for asking the 
speakers relevant questions. I 
have a feeling that the scowls 
came, because we failed to fit 


in with the majority of the 
neo-hippy suburbanites or the 
yuppies, so accustomed to 
their offices, I doubt they 
know what the trees they're 
trying to save look, feel and 
smell like. 

These protesters have most 
likely never experienced the 
beauty of what they are try- 
ing to save. They have, most 
likely, never heard rain fall- 
ing through tree limbs and 
landing on pine needles. If 
they have experienced such 
beauty, I doubt they have 
stopped to revel in it. 

Such disconnected and rou- 
tine lives, lead us to become 
disenchanted and take the 
passion away from our fights. 
If these people understood the 
importance of this fight and 
the life behind it, they would 
leave behind their Sierra Club 
gear and cookie cutter slogans. 
Instead, those accessories 
would be replaced with ban- 
danas and monkeywrenchs. 
No longer would they fear the 
police or their punishments 
and never again would they 
shake their head at an 
earthmover on the side of the 
road, but keep on driving. 

Yours for the revolution, 

— Firethorn 

P.S. This does not mean 
that the activist community 
here (Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin) lacks a drive. The peace 
movement here was quite 
active and direct action has 
become commonplace. 

Dear SFB, 

I understand you've been 
publishing the home ad- 
dresses of corporate criminals 
and suggesting that people 
go after them for what they 
do. I sympathize with the urge 
to do that, but I think it's a 
terrible idea (with a couple of 
exceptions I'll get to shortly). 

What is to stop our adver- 
saries from targeting us the 
same way? I don't want some 


Page 4 Earth First! Mabon 2003 



ignorant yahoo all fired up 
with "patriotism" to invade 
my space because he knows I 
hate the Bush regime. Re- 
member, there are still more 
of them than us. 

I do agree with punishing 
rats and bullies, because they 
understand only force, and 
only force — or operant con- 
ditioning — will work against 
them. But still, if we descend 
into habitual violation or vio- 
lence, we'll have no way, in 
this heated political climate, 
to calm things down again. 

It's one thing to break into 
a fur farm and free the minks, 
but targeting people in their 
homes will bring the ongoing 
conflict down to a dangerous 
new level — one we are ill- 
equipped to compete on. 

I'm fearful that a civil war is 
coming fairly soon in this 
country, and if it comes to 
that we'll only be able to win if 
a majority of the public sup- 
ports us. And if that majority 
is strong enough, we can de- 
feat the corporate power peace- 
fully; but if we let ourselves be 
politically marginalized we'll 
be crushed — violently. 

We need time to reach 
people. The more time we can 
gain before things get vio- 
lent, the better our hopes of 
winning — peacefully — will 
be. (And it's in the Bush 


say that 1 appreciate his criti- 
cisms. And I respect him for 
speaking them. It is a very 
intense and emotional issue. 

Now, I'd like to make clear 
that I wasn't advocating the 
use of violence. I wrote very 
clearly that I'm tired of the 
rhetoric of armed revolution. 
Because I have been shot at 
and too many friends I grew 
up with had their lives ended 
this way, or they can tell sto- 
ries like mine. 

But that doesn't change my 
mind about self defense. Our 
government has and will use 
deadly force against dissi- 
dents. I believe that we have 
a responsibility to ourselves, 
family, friends and comrades 
to fight back when we are 
threatened with harm. 

In some instances these re- 
actions must be avoided to 
protect from greater harm. 
However, there are times 
when violence against an un- 
relenting aggressor is justi- 
fied and necessary. 

I am very sorry if people 
mistook my words as mean- 
ing pick up a gun and go start 
the revolution. That’s not 
what I meant. But in the name 
of self defense, I stand by my 
previous statement. Pick up a 
rock, pick up a lighter or pick 
up a gun. 

As to those I ridiculed for 


I appreciate people ques- 
tioning what I say/write. 
And I'm thankful that I get 
called on my shit so I can 
own up to it and learn. 
Thanks, Rodney. And thanks 
to everyone else who knows 
we all say things that per- 
haps we shouldn't. 

In closing, I'd simply like 
to encourage everyone to 
learn some form of self de- 
fense. And to those who be- 
lieve in it, take a firearm safety 
course. The time will come 
when the nature of struggles 
in this country will by neces- 
sity have to change. 

Sincerely, 

— Free 

Dear SFB, 

I read with interest the ar- 
ticle entitled "What We 
Learned in Molokai" and the 
following item entitled "The 
Evils of Cruise Ships." I wish 
to point out two things. 

The article accurately de- 
scribes the cruise industry's 
cancellation of stops at 
Molokai — presumably 
through 2004. However, this 
was not without cost. In re- 
turn for the cruise lines pull- 
ing back, the Government of 
Hawaii had withdrawn sev- 
eral pieces of legislation that 
if passed would have set en- 
vironmental standards for 


The MOU which was signed 
in 2002 is unenforceable and 
depends on trust of an in- 
dustry that is comprised of a 
bunch of convicted felons; 
they have paid $100 million 
in environmental fines in the 
past decade. 

I applaud the efforts of the 
people on Molokai and in no 
way do I mean to suggest that 
they are responsible for this 
bargaining. To the contrary, 
their action scared both the 
government and the cruise 
lines, and the behind-closed- 
doors deal was a way for the 
state government and the 
cruise industry to maintain 
their symbiotic relationship. 

At the risk of appearing to 
engage in blatant self promo- 
tion, I need to point out that 
the articles fail to lead people 
to several very useful re- 
sources. Your readers should 
be made aware of my website 
at www.cruisejunkie.com. 

It includes links to several 
articles I have written dealing 
with the exploitative environ- 
mental and labor practices of 
the cruise industry, and it pro- 
vides comprehensive lists of 
environmental offenses and 
fines. It also provides links to 
all major groups engaged in 
confrontation of the cruise 
industry. The website is a 
source of much useful infor- 



regime's interest to stampede 
people into violence before 
they can see what is happen- 
ing to the country). Persua- 
sion is our only real hope. 

For the Earth, 

— Pan Troglodytes 


"whining about 
pepper spray 
and rubber bul- 
lets," I'm sorry for 
my statement. 

1 realize those 
things suck and 
hurt. And while 
for myself I may 
downplay the effects, 
I do realize that this 
can be a traumatic 
experience. 


the cruise industry in law 
rather than through a 
Memorandum of 
k Understanding. 


mation that is available with- 
out cost. 

In solidarity, 

— Ross Klein 


Dear SFB, 

I'd like to respond to what 
Rodney Wade had to say 
about my letter in the March- 
April issue. First off, I’d like to 
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Seems they're everywhere these days: 
young, rebellious, black-clad urban 
anarchists facing the capitalist beast 
head-on. They are feeding the hungry 
in local parks, establishing communal 
squats in abandoned buildings, 
turning vacant lots into gardens, 
sending books to prisoners, organizing 
critical masses, participating in mass 
demonstrations and coming to their 
first EF! Round River Rendezvous. 
These kids show fervor and determi- 
nation. And a depressingly large num- 
ber of long-time EFlers (quite privi- 
leged, most of them) are audibly moan- 
ing and fretting about them and the 
"changes" they represent. 

And how about all those workers 
we've been meeting? Those who've 
made the connection and recognize 
the inter-relatedness of social and 
ecological problems. The workers who 
see the common denominator — 
corporate capitalist exploitation — in 
all these struggles. Some of us 
denounce them: "If they really cared, 
they'd quit their jobs and stop 
breeding!" It's that easy, is it? Maybe 
when you're highly educated, hold 
access to mobility and affordable 
health care and have a trust fund set 
up for you. 

Then there are the poverty-stricken 
people of color around the world, who 
have battled environmental racism for 
generations while many of us are only 
just coming around to understanding 
that concept. "How can we get them 
to our forest campaigns?" Tricky deal: 
Between chronic malnourishment, 
toxic waste, no gear or infrastructural 
support and routine police brutality, 
the New Black Panther Vanguard just 
has no time to treesit in Cascadia or 
lockdown in the Wild Rockies. 

And the growing number of cleanly 
dressed, progressive-thinking, faith-based 
mainstream folks — many of them of a 
Christian bent — who are fed up with what 
is happening to the Earth and all Her 
progeny (often under the auspices of 
"Jesus" and "God"). And folks in our 
circles whine: "Oh no, we can't work with 
Christians! They don't do body shots!" 
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And how about those commies! Socialist and commu- 
nist sects the world over are now rigorously adopting and 
incorporating the concepts of ecosystem integrity, sus- 
tainable development and biodiversity as readily as they 
did "worker-controlled capital" and "classless society" in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. The truth is plain to see that 
industrialism is itself a major part of the problem and 
more and more "Reds" are facing this truth down. Long- 
time EFIers gripe about them too — instantly seeking divi- 
sion while others seek alliance and dialogue. 

And let's not forget those people — EF! activists or other- 
wise — who find themselves pregnant and don't want to 
deal with the abortion nightmare. The people who decide 
that they want to work to raise a "radikal child." Who is 
anyone to say they shouldn't? The burden of proof rests 
upon them to ac- 
complish this. You 
can help them, or 
you can leave them 
be. It seems there is 
no shortage of 
"Earth First!" egos 
around ready and 
willing to mistreat these people (who are primarily, but not 
exclusively, women) at a moment's notice. 

And the waves of queer and transgender Earth defend- 
ers — each wave bigger than the last — that have been 
joining forest campaigns, mass protests and other resis- 
tance efforts. They are laying their bodies on the line right 
next to yours and mine. There is always some asshole 
around who manages to corner them when they are alone 
with the express purpose of making them feel unwanted. 
No, homophobe: It is you who does not belong on our side 
of the barricades with that attitude. 

We in EF! need to ask ourselves: Are we a movement or 
just another "subculture and scene"? Do we have a mo- 
nopoly on what it is to be "green" and "radical"? Are we 
going to drift out of EF! now — back to our suburban land- 
scapes, rural strawbale houses and plush log homes at the 
edge of the national forest? Are we going to bolster our 
income by going to environmental law school or by writing 
books and music about the "good old days" when there was 
virtually no diversity in EF!? A tremendous responsibility 
lies before us. Whether or not we in EF! are able to measure 
up to it will determine whether actions in response to the 
wholesale ecological and social devastation taking place 
will really constitute true Revolution... Eco-Revolution! 

It is no secret to us in Earth First! that wilderness and 
biocentrism are key — the principles of rights, freedom and 
dignity extend to all life for its own sake. While biocentrism 
is an ancient concept to the world's indigenous people, as 
well as to many agrarian and other non-indigenous subsis- 
tence cultures, it is a new and very radical concept for our 
society (and consequently an extremely difficult one for 
many to grasp). Without biocentrism, it isn't Revolution. 
We may just succeed in overthrowing the current, corpo- 
rate, capitalist patriarchy — but without spirituality, wilder- 
ness, biocentrism and anarchistic community building as 
the underpinnings of our mass movement, we are surely 
doomed to make similar mistakes in the future. History is 
rife with examples of this vicious cycle. 


Many of our existing and potential allies have not yet had 
the opportunity to encounter the concepts of biocentrism, 
deep ecology and green anarchy for themselves. They struggle 
their entire lives, much more so than we do, with much less, 
for much less. If it wasn't for their spirituality and sense of 
faith, community and solidarity, they would probably have 
given up long ago. We have much to learn from them. 

If we do not ally ourselves with those in the global 
struggle against the corporate, military-industrial monster 
and teach each other through cross-cultural interaction, 
then our failure to stop the Earth's destruction will be 
certain. Through our diversity, we are all one People: two- 
legged, four-legged, six or eight-legged, feath- 
ered, scaled and spineless. 

We must reach out first — supporting others in their struggles 

against certain sla- 
very or annihilation. 
They will inevitably 
ask us why we care — 
and that may or may 
not prove to be the 
first time they hear 
of revolutionary 
ecology, biocentrism and the notion that the root of all 
injustice is disharmony with Nature. Later on, some of them 
just may bring themselves into our realms of activism — a 
treesit or rendezvous — if only briefly. We import others' 
experience and perspective; we export our understanding of 
biocentrism and revolutionary ecological perspectives. 

As others involved in the global stmggle find their way to 
our circles, will they receive the education they need to 
complete their understanding of what is at stake and what is 
needed? Will they feel inclined to share with us the education 
we need to complete our understanding of what is at stake 
and what is needed? Or will they only find a clique of white, 
middle-class, beer-soaked, wilderness-recreation brats who 
reek attitude. Intellectual and ideological elitism will com- 
pletely derail us if we continue to indulge in it; maybe it 
already has. 

Resistance can mean death, like it did for Anna Mae Aquash 
and David "Gypsy" Chain, and while this is no secret to most 
of us involved in the stmggle for Earth and Life, it emphasizes 
the reality that we need each other. We must have each 
other's backs. The same mentality that framed Leonard 
Peltier put Mumia Abu-Jamal on death row. It laid waste to 
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. It killed Chico Mendez and 
Petra Kelly, poisoned the people and ecosystems around 
Bhopal, India, and beat Matthew Shepherd to death in 
Wyoming. This same mentality continually sends disrupters 
and troublemakers into our midst to create division and 
mistrust whenever, wherever and however the opportunity 
presents itself. 

As long as we indulge in our personal prejudices and tear 
each other down, we do the Man's work for him. As Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "We can either live together as 
brethren, or we can die together as fools." Let us now extend 
that axiom to include all life. Our work as EF!ers has barely 
begun. We have a choice and the provision to choose but very 
little time. 

Strider Longshanks is a pessimistic, itinerant Ranger at the close 
of the Fourth Age and is still trying to make sense of his heritage. 


Without biocentrism, wilderness, balanced anarchy and 
spirituality — it isn’t Revolution. It is doomed to a failure 
that the entire biotic community cannot afford. 


September-October 2003 Earth First! Page 7 



Hay duke, Ecofeminism 

The Fighting Words 

by James John Bell 

"Reading is just as creative an activity as writing, and 
most intellectual development depends on new readings 
of old texts," wrote feminist agitator Angela Carter. "I am 
all for putting new wine in old bottles, especially if the 
pressure of the new wine makes the old bottles explode." 

Our movement, all movements, share mythological 
foundations. They're all rooted in stories and have 
storytellers. The classics tell us that "myth" is limited to the 
primordial realm of the gods, while "legend" applies only 
to humanity and linear history. 

Movements make their own myths, some create gods, 
others overthrow them. Those movements that succeed 
become legend, and their mythos becomes the lens of society, 
an inseparable and ubiquitous part of future generations. 

Internally, a movement's stories provide a framework for 
how its participants relate to each other and the world 
around them. Earth First! has many such stories embedded 
in its songs, campfire tales and literature. Earth First! also 
has an origin myth, an "old bottle," from its early years that 
still gets kicked around at actions and gatherings — Ed 
Abbey's The Monkey Wrench Gang. 

The Old Wine Bottles of Cactus Ed 

Ed Abbey's distinctly American brew of radical 
environmentalism in The Monkey Wrench Gang lays 
claim to fermenting Earth First!. Published in 1975, it 
(and the sequel, Hayduke Lives!) centers on Vietnam 
veteran George Washington Hayduke III, who discovers 
that the desert Southwest's canyons and rivers are 
threatened by industrial development. Hayduke joins 
forces with feminist saboteur Bonnie Abbzug, wilderness 
guide Seldom Seen Smith and billboard torcher Doc 
Sarvis, MD. Together, they take aim at the dozers of 
dam and road builders and the infernal machines of 
strip miners. 

Six years later, Abbey himself appeared at the first 
major Earth First! action, where Glen Canyon Dam was 
symbolically cracked by draping a giant, black, plastic 
"crack" over its side. When Hayduke Lives! appeared in 
1989, Abbey was at the end of his life, and Earth First! 
had taken root in both the real world and his fiction. 

The first appearance of "Earth First!" in the mythos of 
Abbey's monkeywrench gang came in Hayduke Lives!: 

"In the center of the chain, perhaps a leader, stood a 
tall, young woman with blue-black hair reaching to her 
rump, a red headband with hawk's feather around her 
brow and a pair of startling fjord-green eyes that blazed 
within her charcoal lashes like radioactive emeralds of 
the finest, purest, deepest water. She wore faded Levi 
britches shrunken to a perfect fit (and what they fit was 
perfect), track shoes and a snug, sweat-soaked t-shirt 
that proclaimed, with green fist and words of red across 
her proud, upstanding jugs: Earth First!." 
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Calling Out Hayduke: Sexism in EF! Mythology 

Abbey was keenly aware of the rampant sexism in 
Earth First! (especially since he was partially 
responsible for solidifying it into Earth First! 
mythology), and in Hayduke Lives! his "feminist" 
character Bonnie calls it out repeatedly. Unfortunately, 
some of her outbursts at Hayduke are still echoed at 
eco-gatherings and base camps today: "Who rubs 
your back these days? I suppose you're on the 17th 
teeny-bopper by now." What a different book it would 
be if the story were written solely from the perspective 
of Bonnie, and not Hayduke and the gang. 

Abbey would use his womanizing Seldom Seen Smith — 
"I like women. Women and horses and little, wooden, 
lap-straked dories. Full of girls." — to comment on some 
of his own frustrations with feminist thought. "If a 
chairman is only a chair then a cowboy is only a cow?" 

However, by the end of Hayduke Lives!, he lampoons 
everyone, the men especially, and celebrates the role of 
women activists in the feminization of the radical ecology 
movement. "The Earth First! warriors waited, more girls 
than boys, more women than men." Five women remain 
chained to a tree, after all the other Earth First!ers at the 
Round River Rendezvous are arrested, defending Lost 
Eden Canyon. "'Burn the tree,' the bulldozer engineer 
snarled, still miffed by his defeat. 'Goddamn green-bigot 
witches, douse 'em with diesel, set the tree on fire.'" Here 
Abbey includes the real-life eco-warrior Mary Sojourner, 
earlier we even see Karen Pickett and other non-fictional 
activists. This scene gets echoed by Earth Firstl's first 
action to defend the redwoods. Members of the Whale 
Gulch lesbian community, calling themselves the "Sally 
Bell 8," took action long before Julia "Butterfly" Hill 
arrived at the base camp of the Luna treesit. 



Exploding Myths: The "New Wine" of EF! 

By the 1980s, a grassroots opposition to the social and political 
shortsightedness of the "rednecks for nature" had taken shape in the 
redwoods among northern California Earth Firstlers (including Judi 
Bari, Darryl Cherney, Mike Roselle and Pam Davis). Jeffrey Shantz 
writes in the 2002 Feminist Review #70, "They rejected the misan- 
thropy, machismo, patriotism and anti-labor biases of the old guard, 
condemning their comments on Ethiopia, immigration and AIDS. 
Their actions, to reform Earth First! while fighting to preserve old- 
growth ecosystems, would come to be among the most important 
examples of ecodefense in North America." 

Shantz explodes a long-standing myth that ecofeminists denounced 
sabotage, "Monkeywrenching itself was not renounced. The formal 
statement encouraged sabotage by timber workers as a means to 
disrupt the labor process and slow the cutting of trees. Workers were 
no longer viewed as necessary targets of sabotage, they were viewed 
as potential eco-saboteurs. Dave Foreman had argued that ecotage 
must be unorganized and the act of individuals alone. Local 1 
countered that in order for ecodefense to be successful it must be 
based in the community" (see EF!f May-June 1990). 

Earth First! has been actively retelling its story. The destruction of 
wilderness cannot be successfully addressed without first addressing 
the culture underlying both this destruction and the movement 
itself. Understanding gender dynamics inside and out of movements 
for social and environmental change is a critical first step for all 
activists. Today within Earth First!, some men are not waiting for 
women to call someone out on abuse, we are taking our own 
initiative. The women and men's circles at the 2003 Earth First! 
Organizers' Conference are a testament to this distancing of Earth 
First! from the "Haydick" syndrome. 

Additionally, the resurgence of radical ecology themes in literature 
and popular culture during the last few years are a sign of the success 
of Earth Firstl's new exploits and tales of adventure (see EF!J March- 
April 2003). Earth First! continues to address its problems and does a 
decent job of jug- 
gling that with its no 
compromise in de- 
fense of the Earth 
stance. "If you medi- 
tate on your past sins 
long enough, you 
can get lost in your 
sins and not know 
what your virtues 
are," wrote Joseph 
Campbell in The Way 
of Myth. "Why not 
meditate on the vir- 
tues? Foster the vir- 
tues and let the sins 
fall off. Find the vir- 
tues. Affirm life! In- 
stead of criticizing it, 
affirm life!" 

fames is a writer/ 
director at Sustain 
(sustainusa.org), a co- 
founder of the smartMeme 
project (smartmeme.com) 
and writes regularly for the 
EF! Journal. 

Artwork by Canyon Frog. 



Oppressive 
Behavior 101 

•Grandstanding. Talking too much, 
too long and too loud. 

•Problem Solver. Continually 
contributing before others have had 
a chance. 

•Speaking in Capital Letters. Using 
aggressive tones to declare that one's 
opinions are the final word on a subject. 

•Defensiveness. Responding to 
every contrary opinion as if it were a 
personal attack. 

•Nitpicking. Pointing out minor 
flaws in statements of others. 

• Stealing Thunder. Restating 
someone else's idea, particularly a 
woman's, to the group as your idea. 

•Attention Seeking. Using dramatics 
to get the spotlight. 

•Task and Content Fascist. Insisting 
on adherence to a task or to process at 
the expense of nurturing the group. 

•Put Downs and One-up-manship. 

"I used to believe that, but now..." or, 
"How can you possibly say that?" 

•Negativism. Finding something 
problematic in everything. 

•Back Seat Driver. Hanging onto 
former positions of responsibility. 

•Self-listening. Formulating a re- 
sponse after hearing a few sen- 
tences, not listening to anything 
from that point on and leaping in 
at the first pause. 

•George Custerism: Taking a stand 
for one's position on even minor items. 

•Denial. Intellectualizing, withdrawing 
into passivity or making jokes when it is 
time to share personal feelings. 

•Condescension and Paternalism. 
"Now, do any women have anything 
to add?" 

• Being "On the Make." Using 
sexuality to manipulate. 

•Running the Show. Continually 
taking charge of tasks before others 
have a chance to volunteer. 

•Power Broker. Protectively storing 
key information for one's own use 
and benefit. 

•Speaking for Others. "A lot of us 
think that we should..." or, "What so 
and so really meant was..." 
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Open Letter to Men in the Eco/Social 
Justice/Anarchist Movements 


BY d 

Male violence, which upholds male supremacy, is at the 
foundation of this civilization. While many people realize 
that this global, corporate, imperialist, death culture needs 
to be stopped, we aren’t examining the fundamental 
relationship between civilization and male supremacy, i 
believe what is happening to the planet, and all of our lives, 
would not exist without a culture that condones male 
violence. Feminists have long drawn the connections 
between male supremacy, war, genocide and the assault on 
the planet. 

Splitting the Sky, a Mohawk freedom fighter, has said 
that "the war against womyn is the oldest war." Some men 
say that they want to put an end to the "rape of the Earth"* 
but don't prioritize fighting rape culture in their commu- 
nities, missing the connection entirely, i also strongly 
question why some still continue to call male violence and 
supremacy solely a "womyn's issue." 

These connections have been pointed out to men in the 
broader eco/social justice/anarchist movement for years. 
Yet, in my experience, they are cast aside or not taken 
seriously. Often, the argument has been that the campaign, 


action or protest was too important to be sidetracked by 
feminist concerns. Of course, it isn't usually worded this 
way when sexism is dismissed. Comments range from 
statements like the polite and privileged, "We need to 
focus on the goal here," to the verbal attack, "Fuck you, 
you Feminazi!" It has also been said that there is no longer 
a problem of sexism in our subversive campaigns; it just 
doesn't exist. Meanwhile, the behavior goes on 
unchallenged by most men. 

Some men have been willing to address a few of these 
concerns so that womyn will still be a part of groups and 
campaigns. My feeling is that this is done as an 
appeasement — as long as it doesn't take too much time or 
divert too much energy away from the campaign. After 
all, who are all these men going to sleep with, and who's 
going to do all the unacknowledged work that isn't sexy 
and heroic? 

In our movement, violence is romanticized. To point out 
patterns of patriarchal violence during direct actions or in 
street riots challenges long-held beliefs around tactics. As 
society approaches more of a breaking point, male violence, 
along with white supremacist attacks, will increase because 
those with privilege are going to freak-out as their power 
slips. We need to address these issues in the work we do and 
incorporate an anti-oppression analysis. 

We have an amazing opportunity right now to look at 
how the concepts of masculinity and manhood have lead 
to the destruction of the Earth and its inhabitants. We, 
men, can open up, share our feelings, start supporting one 
another on a path of healing while we reject male privilege 
and hold each other accountable. Because right now that 
isn't happening often enough. 

The way we act on a daily basis is what keeps this rape 
culture going. It is the objectifying looks and remarks, as 
well as the allowance of such behavior. It is ignorance of 
heterosexual male privilege and the denial of its existence 
while simultaneously reaping its reward. Rejecting male 
violence requires a leap into the unknown. In mainstream 
culture, the few men who do speak out against rape 
culture are often considered "gay." Their whole 
manhood is questioned. Homophobia forces many 
men to not only keep silent about sexism, but to 

continuously prove their heterosexuality. 

In the counterculture, this plays out in a different way. It 
has been my experience that instead of being called gay, 
men who are working on being anti-sexist are called: 
brainwashed, mind-numbed sheep, PC and reformist. Speak- 
ing out against sexism is viewed as disruptive, annoying, 
harsh, prejudiced, inflammatory, unimportant and not 
hardcore. Many pro-feminist men have been told by their 
peers that they are just trying to get the trust of the 
womyn’s community in order to have sex with them. So in 
both mainstream culture and radical culture, which are 
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both rampant with homophobia, sexu- 
ality is focused on to dismiss these 
men and their efforts. 

Not only can this put someone on 
the defensive, but it misses the point 
that maybe these men are being anti- 
sexist because they care deeply for 
justice. It has been my experience 
that if a man in the movement 
becomes truly pro-feminist or 
challenges gender, he is not respected 
anymore as a real activist. Sometimes, 
this takes place behind his back while 
positive lip-service is given face to 
face, i have been confronted by men 
for leaving the "boy's club" and be- 
ing vocal about it. 

When people are called out on 
their oppressive behavior, a 
common distancing tactic is for 
them to turn around and talk about 
their own victimization. Many 
times this is accompanied by name 
calling and aggressive body 
posturing. Or the person pretends 
to listen, later going back to their 
friends and talking shit. It is 
important to keep in mind that 
unless someone is a rich, white, 
heterosexual, able-bodied and 
Christian male, they are probably 
oppressed in some way and have 
privilege in other ways. While this 
person being called out might have 


valid points about their oppres- 
sion, usually they are bringing it 
up to shift the focus away from 
their own oppressive behavior. 


It can be really scary to step outside 
the male box and examine our 
homophobia, heterosexism and 
sexism. Asking ourselves how we 
contribute to male violence and how 
that plays out in our daily interactions 
is critically important if we are going 
to be inclusive. And that extends to 
looking at our complicity with all 
forms of oppression. 

These are uncomfortable 
questions that are often avoided or 
denied. But if we truly want to stop 
the destruction of the planet, we 
need to work to stop sexual 
violence, misogyny and sexist 
attitudes. This means taking a 
position against male supremacy. 


And not just the big, bad CEOs, but 
the sexist conditioning within our 
movement and our everyday lives. 
Doing that requires taking risks, 


but we take risks all the time be- 
cause we believe in what we do. So 
let's encourage and support each 
other in taking another risk by 
working to end male violence. 

d is proud to be a gender traitor and 
a race traitor. When he gets dissed on 
for it, he knows he must be doing 
something right. He also knows that 
he's not perfect and is socialized to be 
an oppressor — that's why he's doing 
this work. 

*Many people, including myself, are 
uncomfortable with how "rape" is 
commonly used as a metaphor for ecocide, 
especially when men use it. Using it this 
way can minimize the experience of sur- 
vivors, as well as the severity of the rape 
culture that we live in. 


But if we truly want to stop the destruction 
of the planet, we need to work to stop sexual 
violence, misogyny and sexist attitudes. 


Evolution of a Gender Traitor: Questions for the Author 


EF!J: What oppressive patriarchal conditioning are you 
still trying to deconstruct in yourself? 

d: i struggle with the way 1 speak; the tone i use at 
times. The way i get defensive, and as embarrasing as 
this is to me, the way i will actually puff up my chest 
when i feel like i’m being challenged. A close womyn 
friend called me out on the puff up thing, i am so 
embarrased by it, but i am doing a lot better, i struggle 
with all the shit that's in my head that i was taught 
about sexuality, with masculinity and femininity (i 
hate both words), with gender constructs. 

i struggle with losing my male privilege, with not 
looking tough. Most people see me on the street and 
think i'm a tough, macho, white, straight male, not 
a sweet, and tough, queer Jew. And that's all about 
survival in a world full of hate. 

EF!f: Do you work with other men on these issues? 
d: Very much so. For me, working with men is the 
best thing i can do to fight patriarchy. We need to 
unlearn these behaviors, and i think that can only 
happen with ourselves holding each other accountable 


and educating one another, i also work with male 
survivors of sexual assault in helping to heal, and 
male socialization comes up in that process as well. 

i must say, there are very few men that i would feel 
good about co-facilitating a group with, i'm trying to 
have more patience because we're all learning, and i 
have a lot to learn, i have co-facilitated with someone 
who was not able to hold males in the group 
accountable and that was a difficult situation. 

EFIJ: What is one of the best ways you have found to 
be supportive of womyn when you work on a direct 
action/campaign? 

d: Listening to their experience and believing them 
is a good place to start. It seems so basic, i recently 
helped with a two-day training on sexual assault for 
Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) and that felt like a 
really good way for me to contribute and be 
supportive. 1 think the anti-oppression work CFD is 
doing right now is inspiring, particularly the womyn's 
treesits. From what I hear, they are super empowering 
and that rocks! 
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Moving Beyond a History of Corsets and Clements: 

Womyn's Occupation at Straw Devil Timber Sale 


*VEm oppressive attitudes arc not the norm. 
Womyn's struggle and the Earth's 

itf# - w struggle are from the same root. 

4 jt - '■M '"$st v We invite womyn of all situations 

E. m|| and backgrounds to come to Straw 

; Wf ' »-lW EmM| la| Devil for an hour, a day, a month, a 

\ * ‘ MuB I iwLJU lifetime and reclaim what the USFS 

r never had a right to sell. It you can’t 

j k^^S^K. L. Mm |^— Kys&HWt join us in the forest, then do your part 

P ■wfTgflBj - to hold accountable those who are 

responsible: Starfire Lumber, 2795 
Bp ,1| Mosby Creek Rd, Cottage Grove, OR 

f p| For more information, contact 

p Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 11122, 

made. If allowed to continue, the www.forestdefenders.org. 
by the Ecofeminist Front three timber sales will log more than 

Every morning we wake up, the day 300 acres. We are digging in our heels 
is ours to create a world where all who until the court decides to permanently 
are socialized as womyn will no longer stop the logging, 
bear the collective weight of a history In addition to defending the last 
of unheard cries, a history of terror, a five percent of native forest that still 
history of corsets and clearcuts, white stands in Oregon, the womyn's action 
picket fences and white corporate lies, is dedicated to building a community 
July 2 marked the beginning of an that is intolerant of all forms of 
all-womyn's action, occupation and oppression. We are working to create a 
treesit in defense of ancient forest sold space of mutual learning and growth — 
off to private industry. Our free state a space where we can conquer not 
was erected to protect unit six of the only the demons of capitalism, 

Straw Devil Timber Sale in the patriarchy and indifference that 
Willamette National Forest near surround us but also the demons of 
Eugene, Oregon. We are working with oppression, self-loathing and fear that 
fellow treesitters who have been reside within us. 
occupying unit seven since March 24. The womyn's free state is a safe space 

Starfire Lumber and Basco Logging, where womyn can come and gain skills 
in conjunction with the US Forest and perspective. A safe place to clear 
Service, are attempting to demolish our heads after a lifetime of being 
all of this endangered ecosystem. Since taught to not trust ourselves. It is our 
logging started on July 24, eight acres belief that the oppression of womyn 
have been cut. and the destruction of the Earth come 

On July 31, the Oregon Natural from the same unsustainable need to 
Resources Council won a temporary dominate and control. The same 
injunction to stop the logging until people who wish to take away our 
court proceedings begin in Septem- autonomy also wish to take away the 
ber. Citing "irreparable harm," a dis- last of the wild beauty on Earth, 
trict judge suspended logging on three As womyn, we cannot achieve 
old-growth timber sales in the liberation while the Earth is still in 
Willamette National Forest. A total chains. We need oxygen, clean water 
of 80 acres of trees, hundreds of years and the forest to survive. We need to be 
old, had already been felled in the able to walk around alone at night; we 
Straw Devil, Pryor and East Devil need our homes to be free of violence; 

Timber Sales when the ruling was we need a life where rape, assault and 


Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) 
announced in July that it is no 
longer affiliated with nor 
supporting the tree village at Fall 
Creek. The five-year-old Fall Creek 
tree village resides within the 
Willamette National Forest's Clark 
Timber Sale near Eugene, Oregon. 

At the heart of the issue is the 
fact that Fall Creek base camp 
participants have allowed and will 
continue to allow people who 
have a recent history of sexual 
violence to participate in the cam- 
paign . After a meeting was held to 
discuss these concerns. Fall Creek 
refused to adopt an anti-oppres- 
sion policy and requested to sepa- 
rate from CFD. 

CFD does not pretend that it has 
the best or only methods for dealing 
with oppression, rape and violence. 
It does wish to maintain the safety 
of all involved and sadly cannot in 
good conscience recommend that 
people visit Fall Creek at this time. 
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HwsM Wo Havfc a PWM 

Dirty South EF! Takes it to the Max 


by Dirty South Earth First! 

On December 15, 1995, two corporate executives on the 
board of The Wilderness Society sipped coffee with Presi- 
dent Clinton. One of them was real estate baron Richard 
Blum, husband of Senator Diane Feinstein and longtime 
friend and business partner of Charles Hurwitz. At the 
time, Hurwitz wanted the US government to purchase the 
7,500-acre Headwaters 
forest in northern Cali- 
fornia from Maxxam, 

Inc. at an over-inflated 
price. Six months later, 

Feinstein brokered the 
Headwaters deal, which 
payed Maxxam $480 
million and created a lu- 
crative Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan (HCP). Hurwitz 
received a "$ 11 -million 
bonus for orchestrating 
the deal. 

Since Maxxam's takeover 
of Pacific Lumber (PL) in 
1985, Hurwitz has bank- 
rupted the ecology of 
Humboldt County. With 
the sanction of the Head- 
waters HCP, he ordered the 
liquidation of PL's old-growth forests, killing thousands of 
federally protected endangered species that the public 
mistakenly believes are protected by law. To this day, 
PL has violated more forestry practice laws than any 
other timber company in California. 

The Economics of Extinction 

Victory in the Headwaters forest fiasco has yet to be 
achieved, despite a favorable ruling by Humboldt County 
Superior Judge John Golden on May 19 (see EF!J July- 
August 2003). In a demonstration of corporate interests 
superseding concern for the environment, Golden delayed 
finalizing an injunction against PL's logging activities 
until he weighs the economic impact such a ruling would 
have on the debt-ridden PL. A continuation of the hearing 
to determine that impact is scheduled for September 3. 
Testimony is expected to be heard from log-hauling com- 
panies and a local pulp mill. 

On August 14, the fourth day of an initial hearing to 
determine whether a court injunction would be issued to 
stop PL's logging activities, a PL accountant testified that 
the company cannot replace the timber volume that would 
be lost if the injunction were imposed — such a decision 
could shut down PL's remaining mill operations. Mean- 
while, California Department of Forestry (CDF) and 


Department of Fish and Game officials have gone so far as 
to testify that an injunction would result in harm to the 
environment, arguing that a timber harvest plan is neces- 
sary to meet the requirements of PL's HCP. 

PL's Vice President of Resources, Craig Anthony, testified 
that PL hopes to cut an additional 100 million board feet 
of timber before the end of the year, including several 
groves of marbled murrelet habitat. Anthony worked for 

CDF for 20 years before 
joining PL. 

An Environmental 
Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) attorney 
and other witnesses also 
testified about the eco- 
logical impacts of the 
HCP permits not being 
revoked. According to 
EPIC, "CDF wouldn't 
know a significant envi- 
ronmental impact if it 
bit them in the face.'' 

Direct Action 
Begins at Home 

Forest defenders have 
taken the fight for old- 
growth forests to Hous- 
ton, Texas — hometown 
of Maxxam and its most powerful executives, including 
arch-corporate marauder Hurwitz. A diverse band of 
concerned citizens have joined the struggle to stop 
Maxxam/PL from destroying the last old-growth forests 
in Humboldt County. 

Their demand is simple: Obey the laws that protect 
federally listed endangered species, water quality and work- 
ers' rights or face a campaign that targets Maxxam's corpo- 
rate executives and financial holdings at all levels. 

Since Golden's initial ruling against PL in May, there 
have been more than 12 such actions in Houston — a 
treesit, teach-in, weekly meditations, home demonstra- 
tions and protests at Maxxam's headquarters. 

Beginning on July 5, the Coalition for a Better Way began 
a treesit in Houston's Memorial Park to protest Maxxam's 
timber operations. The 90-foot ponderosa pine, named 
"Gypsy" in honor of our fallen brother who was murdered 
by Maxxam's chainsaw-toting thugs in 1998, was draped 
with a banner that read: "Stop Max-Scam from clearcutting 
our ancient forests — Jail Hurwitz." A John Doe arrest war- 
rant for criminal trespass was issued to Trust, the treesitter, 
yet the Houston police allowed him to remain aloft. Unlike 
PL's own reckless removal of treesitters, police stated that 
they had no safe methods of extracting him. Regrettably, 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
on July 22, Houston police discov- 
ered the Gypsy treesit empty. Soon 
after, they visited activists' homes in 
search of Trust who escaped arrest. 

After the treesit began, on July 11, 
the Southern Alliance of Coastal Red- 
wood Earth Defenders (SACRED) or- 
ganized a teach-in where Humboldt 
forest defenders spoke of their work 
to expose the unethical practices of 
corporations that exploit and destroy 
the natural world. Gypsy's cousin, 
Nikki Romaszewski, recalled the love 
Gypsy held for the forest that he died 
defending. Videos showing PL tree 
climber Eric Schatz using violence to 
extract treesitters this Spring were also 
shown. After the event, 20 people 
journeyed to Memorial Park to hold a 
vigil in Gypsy's memory and show 
solidarity with Trust. 

DSEF! Rocks the House 

Dirty South Earth First! (DSEF!, aka 
Dirt First!) launched a campaign to 
pressure and embarrass Hurwitz by 
visiting his home, country club, favor- 
ite restaurant, the homes and offices 
of business partners, financiers and 
even his synagogue. 

DSEF! first confronted the ecoterrorists 
of Maxxam on July 13. Going beyond 
the fortified corporate offices and the 
professional public relations hacks, 
DSEF! visited Maxxam Executive Vice 
President Diane Dudley and CEO 
Hurwitz at their private residences in 
the affluent Houston enclave of West 
University and at the high-rise com- 
plex, the Houstonian, respectively. 

Twenty-five DSEFlers created a 
ruckus drumming anarchist, not 
hippy, style in front of Dudley's home. 
Until, the West University Police De- 
partment informed them that rallies 
outside of a residence can last only 
one minute out of every 15 minutes 
before being required to move on. 
Parading around the sidewalk was le- 
gal, so the group proceeded to march 
up and down the street. When the 
march rolled back around, Dudley ar- 
rived and got the full effect of this 
loud, yet peaceful, protest in front of 
her house. 

After leaving West University, 
DSEF!ers made their way to visit 
Hurwitz. At the Houstonian, the activ- 
ists walked up to the front doors of the 
posh condominium and demanded 
that Hurwitz cease his illegal and 
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immoral activities against the forest, 
as well as the violent attacks on the 
activists defending them. Eventually, 
security personnel requested that the 
activists leave the Houstonian's prop- 
erty for public space a few yards away. 
DSEF! shook their fists at Hurwitz's 
27th floor penthouse one last time 
and called it a day. 

The following morning, DSEF! vis- 
ited Maxxam President Paul Schwartz 
at his residence in Houston's affluent 
Piney Point area. Schwartz took pic- 
tures of the activists from his window 
and emerged only as the action was 
ending, throwing the sign left on his 
door that declared him an 
"ecoterrorist" into the road. DSEF! 
ended the day with a protest at 
Maxxam headquarters to bring the 
forest's message to its directors 
and co-workers. 

The pressure continued on July 19, 
when DSEFlers delivered a 7:30 a.m. 
wake-up call — using drums and a 
bullhorn — to Josh Reiss, Maxxam's 
public relations mouthpiece. Reiss 
repeatedly whitewashes Maxxam's 
criminal dealings and history to the 
media. DSEF! let Reiss and his neigh- 
bors know that they're mad as hell 
and not going to take anymore. 

DSEF! then returned to Dudley's 
home, where local police informed 
activists that the noise generated by 
the drums and bullhorn did not 


constitute a sound violation, but the 
protest needed to keep moving. So 
they proceeded to remind Dudley's 
neighbors how she profits from the 
destruction of old-growth forests. 

Onjuly20, DSEF! reminded Schwartz 
that there is no safe place for the true 
ecoterrorists in our society to hide. 
Upon arriving at Schwartz's house, a 
brand-new SUV pulled out of the drive- 
way with none other than a very angry 
Hurwitz behind the wheel. 

SACRED held demonstrations at 
Maxxam on August 4 and 10, only 
this time, the company had erected 
barricades around its corporate 
headquarters. Maxxam has also 
hired private investigators to sur- 
veil local organizers. 

Where Have All the 
Millions Gone? 

It's hard to believe that PL is experi- 
encing financial woes when Maxxam 
reported a six-month earning of $ 187.6 
million from redwood and Douglas fir 
products in its 2003 second quarter 
report. Instead, in traditional corpo- 
rate raider fashion, Maxxam is funnel- 
ing millions in profit out of Humboldt 
County and into its own pockets while 
allowing the bankruptcy of Pacific 
Lumber. It wouldn't be the first time. 

In 1988, Hurwitz bankrupted the 
savings and loan company United Sav- 
ings Association of Texas, leaving 
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taxpayers with the bill for the more 
than one-billion-dollar bailout. In Feb- 
ruary 2002, he again bankrupted the 
62 percent Maxxam-owned Kaiser 
Aluminum. Hurwitz knows that Max- 
xam's days of pilfering the forests of 
Humboldt County for quick economic 
gain are numbered. His intention is 
simply to make as much money as he 
can before agency regulators, the 
courts or lawmakers finally shut 
him down. 

In March, California lawmakers in- 
troduced a package of 10 separate 
forestry regulation reform bills that 
would directly impact logging on PL's 
211,000 acres. The legislation would 
grant local water quality boards the 
authority to block logging in sensi- 
tive areas and would impose a tax on 
timber companies to pay for 
California's costs of reviewing timber 
plans and restoring habitat. It would 
also order the Board of Forestry to 
provide information to local decision- 
makers on past timber projects before 
new logging plans on private lands 
could be approved. 

Shining Light on the Prince 
of Darkness 

Hurwitz is a recluse who hides from 
the public spotlight. In a 1994 Texas 
Monthly interview, he was referred 
to as "the environmentalists' prince 
of darkness," a deal-maker who 



Prince of Darkness Charles Hurwitz 



DSEF! returns to Maxxam headquarters 
for another day of no business as usual. 


practices "reticence with every re- 
porter who tries to interview him." 
This corporate raider, who once de- 
fined his golden rule as "He who has 
the gold rules," has said that the only 
media he likes is none at all. 

Maxxam's debt and its desire to 
remain quiet about the Headwaters 
deal or PL, make the company vulner- 
able to cash flow problems in the 
form of an economic pressure cam- 
paign — including boycotts, protests, 


phone calling and faxing, as well as 
direct actions that target the financiers, 
profiteers and subsidiaries of this mor- 
ally bankrupt corporation. 

Activists across the country are join- 
ing DSEF! in calling for a national 
campaign against Maxxam and for 
the end of safe havens for govern- 
ment-sanctioned corporate terrorists 
who call the US their home. In the 
spirit of Judi Bari, DSEF! activists have 
begun connecting with union steel- 
workers and carpenters who voice 
strong support. In a strategy that's 
targeting Maxxam and its executives 
at their homes, Hurwitz and his gang 
of corporate thieves should know that 
their ecological terrorism will be tol- 
erated no longer. 

DSEF! encourages all sympathetic and 
interested people to participate in this 
do-it-yourself confrontational campaign 
to hound Maxxam out of Humboldt 
County. Join us in bringing the struggle 
for old-growth forests home to those 
ordering its destruction. Face the cam- 
eras, Mr. Hurwitz, it's show time! 

As a lead up to the Central Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement talks that 
begin in Houston on October 20, 
DSEF! is hosting a national gathering 
of anti-Maxxam activists and forest 
defenders from October 17-19. 

For more information, contact 
DSEF!, dsef@riseup.net; 
www.dirtysouthearthfirst.net. 


Talfc To R&al Uv'e- C&O** 


Dirty South Earth First! is calling upon 
people to do what is necessary to non- 
violently confront these eco-terrorists 
in their neighborhoods. Take personal 
initiative. This is your campaign. 
Don't wait for someone else to orga- 
nize. fust do it! 

CEO: Charles Edwin Hurwitz, sal- 
ary $1,400,000. 121 N Post Oak Ln 
#2701, Houston, TX 77024. 

President: Paul Norman Schwartz, 
salary $1,000,000. 3 Smithdale Es- 
tates, Houston, TX 77024; (713) 461- 
2664, (713) 461-4665. Vehicle Li- 
cense #s: 1960 Chevy, TX 1C5-451; 
1999 BMW, TX C88-RGS; 1992 JEEP, 
TX HVR-35H. 


Vice President: Diane Dudley, sal- 
ary $282,000. 4130 Villanova, West 
University, TX 77005; (713) 664-9787. 

Board Member: Robert James 
Cruikshank, 303 Sugar Berry Cir, 
Houston, TX 77024; (713) 266-5784. 

Board Member: Shawn Michael 
Hurwitz, 6134 Holly Springs Dr, 
Houston, TX 77057; (713) 463-6577. 

Attorney/General Council: Joli 
Pecht, 3807 Oberlin, Houston, TX 
77005; (713) 667-5890, (713) 267- 
3720, (713) 267-3702 fax. 

Public Relations: Joshua Reiss, 2314 
Wroxton Rd, Houston, TX 77005; 
(713) 523-9586. Vehicle License #s: 
TX T71-RHH, TX G82-GJP. 
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North Coast EF! Combats the Axes of Evil 


by Shunka Wakan 

On August 2, Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) renewed its 
efforts to remove forest-defending treesitters in the Fresh- 
water area of Humboldt County. The treesit campaign had 
seen dwindling effectiveness throughout the Summer (see 
EF!f July-August 2003) when two previously occupied 
redwood trees were discovered empty by PL tree climber 
Eric Schatz. The platforms were subsequently removed and 
the trees felled. 

In June, in an attempt to rid the forests of North Coast 
Earth First! (NCEF!) activists, PL Land Manager Richard 
Bettis proposed a 60-day "cooling off" period asking for 
trespassers to leave its lands and 
that no one harass any of PL's 
employees, customers, suppliers 
or contractors. 

The only people willing to sign 
the proposal were PL President 
Robert Manne and Cindy 
Allsbrooks, a representative of 
the Forest Peace Alliance (FPA), 
a group organized following the 
1998 death of her son, David 
"Gypsy" Chain. 

Ultimately, PL press lackey Jim 
Branham said, "PL's efforts were 
met with nothing but political 
rhetoric, and we concluded we 
had to resume removal activi- 
ties." The rhetoric Branham was 
referring to were claims by 
NCEF! that PL uses the FPA to 
only further its own agenda and 
that it is not working to prevent 
the injury or death of forest 
defenders. 

In an out-of-court settlement 
made with Gypsy's family, PL 
promised to cease logging activi- 
ties whenever activists were in its 
timber sale units. PL would in- 
stead notify the Humboldt County Sheriff's Department. 
However, during the Spring and early Summer, NCEF! activ- 
ists occupying PL lands in Freshwater were chased, tackled, 
hog-tied and told by PL loggers that they enter the forest "at 
their own risk." 

In the case of treesitters, Schatz continues to carry out 
life-threatening evictions. On June 1 7, he ascended the 
Freshwater tree known as "Jerry" and lowered a 55-gallon 
concrete-filled barrel, with a protester still attached, 130 
feet to the ground. In the Van Duzen watershed, the Aradia 
tree village was visited by Schatz, not far from where Gypsy 
was killed. The Aradia treesit has been active since Septem- 
ber 1998 and has been continually occupied for 20 months. 
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"Aradia and the surrounding grove have a unique signifi- 
cance for those that knew Gypsy and what he stood for," 
said Farmer, an eyewitness to Gypsy's death. "I'm worried 
that the continuing reckless behavior on the part of PL may 
lead to the death of another forest activist." 

In May, NCEF! offered to purchase five Freshwater trees 
and three in the Aradia grove. NCEF! is interested in 
resolving these treesits by obtaining permanent conserva- 
tion easements from PL. While the concept of buying trees 
to save them is controversial, NCEF! believes it might be 
the only way PL will agree to save the trees permanently. 

In a letter to Manne on May 14, Darryl Cherney wrote, 
"The Grateful Dead's funding mechanism has expressed an 

interest in the 'Jerry' tree and 
its arboreal neighbor, 'Everlast- 
ing Life.' The protection of 
Aradia and its two or three 
neighboring old-growth trees 
would be a fitting tribute to the 
memory of David 'Gypsy' 
Chain. I certainly expect the 
figure to be in the high-five or 
low-six figure arena." 

NCEF! Call for Action 

September marks the begin- 
ning of old growth logging sea- 
son in northern California. 
NCEF! is calling all forest de- 
fenders to come to Humboldt 
County for direct action in de- 
fense of the Mattole's remain- 
ing 2,000 acres of old-growth 
Douglas fir, madrone and oak 
| forests. PL has cut one-third of 
| the Mattole since 2001, leaving 
about four years of logging if it 
& continues at its current rate. 
| The Mattole was the "sacrifice 
5 zone" for the 1999 Headwaters 
deal, PL's Habitat Conservation 
Plan and the Sustained Yield 
Plan, which allow for the destruction of marbled murrelet 
and northern spotted owl habitat. 

If you can't make it to Humboldt, you can help NCEF! by 
donating gear and funds. We have a $ 10 monthly plan for far- 
away supporters. With 100 or more participants, we could 
fully support our actions. Many activists are still in court from 
arrests made during the raids in Freshwater this Spring, and 
multiple SLAPP suits have been filed against them. 

For more information or to make a donation, contact 
NCEF!, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598. 

Shunka Wakan, a longtime North Coast Earth First! orga- 
nizer, was an eyewitness to the murder of David "Gypsy" Chain 
and a member offulia "Butterfly" Hill's ground support team. 



Rising up in the Jerry treesit 
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Big Brother Under the Bumper 


by Rod Coronado 

"If the government 
isn't trying to shut you 
down, you're not doing 
enough to fight oppres- 
sion. " 

— Voice from the 

campfire, 2000 Round 
River Rendezvous 

On June 1, I discov- 
ered that my organiz- 
ing was having its 
desired effect. Since De- 
cember, I have befn 
participating in the 
Stop Huntington Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC) campaign against Huntington Life 
Sciences. In that time, I have traveled across the country 
speaking out against animal cruelty and calling for an 
increased level of direct action against all animal and 
Earth-destroying industries. 

Since March, I have also campaigned against the Maxxam- 
owned Pacific Lumber Company (PL). Adopting SHAC 
tactics, our first demonstrations were at the insurance 
company and home of Eric Schatz, a PL employee charged 
with the task of evicting treesitters from ancient redwoods 
(see EF!f May-June 2003). 

Meanwhile, the FBI is investigating a $22,000 sabotage 
of a log loader at a helicopter logging operation in Fresh- 
water Creek in March. PL is offering a $ 7,000 reward. This 
Spring, the FBI served a subpoena to California State 
University, demanding a videotape from a conference 
where I attested that PL possessed weapons of mass 
destruction. I called for the immediate decommissioning 
of PL's bulldozers, log loaders, Chinook helicopters, saw- 
mills and chainsaws. 

In Boulder, Colorado, I discovered Global Positioning 
System (GPS) devices on my two housemate's cars and on 
the vehicle I drive. All three GPS devices were located 
between the gas tank and the inside rear bumper on the 
driver side of the vehicles and were attached by powerful 
magnets. The devices contain four main components: a 
battery pack with four lithium D-size batteries, a GPS 
antenna, a cellular antenna and a component box, roughly 
the size of a paperback book, that contained a GPS receiver, 
computer chip and cellular modem. 

The devices operate by interacting with satellites dedi- 
cated solely to GPS tracking. When activated, they lock 
onto four satellite signals simultaneously. Using this infor- 
mation, the location of a device can be determined within 
a few yards. This information is then transmitted from the 
device on the vehicle to an outside source using the 


modem and cellular 
antennas. The com- 
puter chip can be pro- 
grammed to dictate 
when the information 
is transmitted, possibly 
on a preset time sched- 
ule or when the vehicle 
enters and departs from 
a specific location. 

Most of the compo- 
nents we discovered 
had no identifying la- 
bels, making them 
nearly untraceable. 
When presented with 
one of the GPS units, a 
FBI spokesperson in 
Colorado would not say whether the FBI was responsible 
for it. The spokesperson stated only that they could neither 
confirm nor deny the existence of any investigation. 

Upon examination by a Lockheed Martin engineer 
who designs GPS systems for the military, the devices 
were determined to belong to federal authorities due to 
their non-civilian modifications. Handwritten numbers 
inside each of the battery packs suggest the surveillance 
systems are part of a larger fleet used by a major law 
enforcement agency. 

The days when a FBI agent is parked in a dark sedan in 
front of your home are over, unless of course, the FBI 
wants you to know that you are being surveilled. Since 
the passage of the Patriot Act, federal law enforcement 
officials are free to employ surveillance tactics, such as 
GPS monitoring, regardless of any evidence suggesting 
criminal behavior. 

Simply organizing protests against US corporate inter- 
ests is enough to warrant federal investigation. Monitoring 
the tactics of activists serves two purposes. Not only does 
it provide federal authorities with information on the 
legitimate activities of anti-corporate activists, but often it 
intimidates people from continuing to engage in tactics 
and strategies that impact and expose corporate ecocide. 

How has the discovery of GPS devices effected my own 
activism? In July, 1 knocked on the door of the president 
of Maxxam's home in Houston, Texas, to ask him person- 
ally about his company's destruction of the last remain- 
ing old-growth redwood forests (see article page 13). 
Federal repression confirms for me that direct action truly 
challenges the otherwise untouchable CEOs living in our 
hometowns across the country. 

What's to become of the three GPS devices worth an 
estimated $3,000 each? I'll be auctioning mine on eBay 
with the proceeds going toward the very activism they 
were meant to prevent. 
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Found under the bumper: a government-issued tracking device 


Fur Farms Under Attack 


The Animal Liberation Front in Sweden 


by Rod Coronado 

Scandinavia is fast becoming the frontline battlefield in 
the war against the fur industry, with the Swedish Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF or Djurens Befrielsefront — DBF) lead- 
ing the way. 

In Tunby, Sweden, on July 23, the DBF released 3,500 
mink from a fur farm into the neighboring forest and 
destroyed irreplaceable breeding records. Two nights later, 
in Bjornhult, incendiary devices were placed at a recently 
outlawed fox farm that was in the process of being 
converted into a mink farm. 

Since 1996, the DBF and direct action groups in Sweden 
have carried out nearly 100 raids on fur farm targets. 
Actions have ranged 
from the 1997 rescue of 
two foxes and arson at- 
tacks on empty fur farm 
buildings to the release 
of thousands of mink. 

Through illegal direct 
action, the DBF has in- 
fluenced government 
policy toward fur farm- 
ing, while exerting di- 
rect economic pressure 
on Scandinavia's strug- 
gling fur farm industry. 

DBF raids have also 
generated media atten- 
tion to the plight of 
mink, chinchilla and fox 
on Sweden's 140 fur 
farms. In 1998, Kristofer 


Aberg was jailed for releasing 650 mink from two fur farms. 
From Aberg's perspective, there have been two big debates 
about animal rights in his hometown and both were 
sparked by DBF actions. 

Influencing public opinion is not the sole objective of 
the DBF, however. Aberg recognizes, "The number of fur 
farms in Sweden has decreased remarkably in the last few 
years, and I think that if the raids continue, it will be the 
end for the Swedish fur industry." 

Besides the DBF, there are other problems 
for the Swedish fur trade. In 1998, 
Sweden's largest fox farm was or- 
dered to shut down for contaminat- 
ing the local water supply. Then in 
2000, Sweden enacted a law that 
foxes must be given the right to so- 
cialize and dig, causing a price hike 
for fur farmers that virtually ended 
fox farming. A 1993 Journal of Animal 
Breeding and Genetics study also showed 
that 50 percent of all fox cubs bom on 
fur farms are killed by their mothers. 
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Other Scandinavian countries, which account for 80 
percent of the fox and 50 percent of the global mink pelt 
production, are wrestling with the ethical debate sur- 
rounding fur farms. The Danish Ministry of Agriculture 
labeled fox farming ethically unacceptable in 1989. In 
Finland, a 2001 Scientific Committee concluded that fox 
and mink cages lack important animal needs, and it 
recommended that greater environmental complexity be 
provided. Last year, the Norwegian Department of Agri- 
culture declared the fur industry's fox-raising practices to 
be unjustifiable. 

Denmark's 2,100 fur farmers kill 85,000 foxes annually 
and 40 percent of the 30 million mink slaughtered world- 
wide. Finnish fur farmers kill more than two million mink 

and four million foxes, 
two thirds of the total 
slaughtered annually. 
Sweden and Norway to- 
gether kill two million 
mink and almost one 
million foxes. 

With consumer mar- 
kets for fur now being 
predominantly in devel- 
oping Asian and former 
communist countries, 
Scandinavian activists 
are finding it difficult to 
dissuade those consum- 
ers from buying fur. 
Ninety percent of 
Sweden's mink pelts are 
exported to Asia. 

In Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and Finland, ALF cells appear focused instead 
on a strategy that targets the production end of the 
international fur trade. For example, in July, the Norwe- 
gian ALF — Dyrenes Frigjorings Front — torched a feed 
storage facility in Buskerud, the third arson attack in as 
many months on a fur farm in Norway. 

Meanwhile, what is lacking in the DBF's strategy is a clear 
ecological vision of the role that non-native American 
mink play in Sweden's landscape. Presently, government 
and commercial trapping campaigns aim to eradicate both 
mink and red fox populations from Sweden. These species 
were first released into the wild by the fur industry in the 
1920s to establish commercial feral populations. 

The DBF appears intent on continuing its effective cam- 
paign. The communique following the Tunby raid reads: 
"Even if a ban is near in Sweden, we cannot relax and 
expect everything to sort itself out. We must think about 
the mink. We must give them their freedom and cause as 
much economic damage as possible to fur farmers." 

For more information, contact Djurens Befrielsefront 
Stodgrupp, Box 919, S-114 79 Stockholm, Sweden; 
dbf sg@hotmail .com . 



Djurens Befrielsefront rescues a fox Swedish-style — in the daylight 




The dolphin holding pens at Parque Nizuc in Cancun, Mexico 

Life Imprisonment for 
Wild Bottlenose Dolphins 


A Brazil Air DC- 10 transported 28 
wild bottlenose dolphins to Mexico's 
Parque Nizuc near Cancun on July 22. 
They were to be trained to interact 
with humans as part of a "swim with 
the dolphins" tourist attraction. Al- 
most immediately, one dolphin died 
and three more were reportedly ill. 
Officials at Parque Nizuc denied re- 
ports that five dolphins died while en 
route to the dolphinariums. 

Upon arriving at Parque Nizuc, the 
dolphins were initially housed in tem- 
porary pens separated from the ocean 
by a submerged chain-link fence. On 
the scene in Cancun, Ben White, a 
representative of the Animal Welfare 
Institute, reported that the dolphins 
were lethargic, unresponsive and had 
not eaten for days. 

In total, more than 200 dolphins 
were illegally rounded up in the Pa- 
cific Ocean near the Solomon Islands. 
According to the Captive Animal Pro- 
tection Society, the dolphins were to 
be sold in Mexico, Europe and possi- 
bly Asia. Their capture increases the 
total number of dolphin prisoners 
worldwide by 20 percent. 

Mexico, a signatory to the Con- 
vention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) recently 
outlawed the capture of dolphins 
from its territorial waters. 

This Spring, a business consortium 
took advantage of civil war in the 
Solomon Islands to circumvent CITES 
by offering local fishers $300 for each 


dolphin captured. Once sold on the 
international market, trained dolphins 
are worth upward of $30,000. 

In parts of the Solomon Islands, many 
people are opposed to the capture and 
sale of dolphins. Traditional landown- 
ers, including 98-year-old Chief Mat- 
thew Kuri, are angry because they were 
not consulted and do not approve of 
the trade in dolphins. The cultural heri- 
tage of the Solomon Islands, Kuri says, 
makes it taboo to harm dolphins. It is 
an ancient belief that humans with 
mystical powers can transform them- 
selves into the sea creatures. 

Most of the captured dolphins have 
been held in makeshift shallow pens 
off the coast of Gela Island since their 
imprisonment in April. Villagers com- 
plain that dynamite fishing to feed 
the animals is destroying coral reefs. 
Andrew Kulebe, from the village of 
Hadiana, said, "Many people are using 
dynamite to catch reef fish for the 
captive dolphins. There are explosions 
everyday now." 

When journalists attempted to docu- 
ment the shipping of the dolphins from 
the Solomon Islands to Mexico, some 
were attacked by militia members. 
Videographer Frank Atu said he went 
to the pens where the dolphins were 
being kept on Nggela Island, but he was 
chased away. "There were about seven 
to 10 guys in a boat, already waiting to 
see what we were trying to do. They 
weren't allowing us to shoot or pull out 
any cameras or anything like that." 


6on£-s 

Dolly and Her Cloned 
Sheep Family Slaughtered 

On July 15, the company that 
created Dolly, the world's first 
cloned mammal, slaughtered 3,000 
of its transgenic flock. The cloned 
sheep were being tested with AAT, 
a drug being developed to slow the 
progress of diseases such as em- 
physema and cystic fibrosis. 

The Roslin Institute's PPL Thera- 
peutics, with genetic farms in 
Scotland and New Zealand, had 
been facing mounting financial 
problems. Then in June, pharma- 
ceutical giant Bayer announced 
its intentions to withdraw from 
the AAT drug trials. Without 
Bayer, PPL Therapeutics could not 
afford the expense of maintain- 
ing its flock. 

The sheep needed to be con- 
stantly monitored for infections 
that could contaminate the rest 
of the animals. Electronic tag- 
ging and computerized records 
on each individual sheep added 
to the cost of the trials. 

Born at the institute in 1996, 
Dolly was killed earlier this year 
after suffering from a lung tumor. 

Seventh Species Cloned 

The world's first cloned horse, 
Prometea, was born in Italy on 
May 28. Scientists at the Labora- 
tory of Reproductive Technology 
hope that the horse-cloning tech- 
nique can be used to produce 
copies of championship show 
horses, flat racers and jumpers. 

Not only the first horse to have 
been cloned, Prometea is also the 
first clone born to its genetically 
identical mother. 

Prometea’s birth challenges the 
idea that for an embryo to survive 
it must be recognized as different 
by the mother's immune system. 
The mother's immune reaction to 
a fetus is thought to be important 
for placental development, with 
inadequate reactions leading to 
the termination of the pregnancy. 
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Tne Poison 
i Leave 


The Seven Sisters are everywhere. We can 
give the evidence for what we say. We can 
show you the dance of the Seven Sisters. 

Listen to us! The desert lands are not as dry 
as you think! Can't the government plainly 
k see that there is water here? Nothing can 

live without water. There’s a big river under- 
neath. We know the poison from the radio- 
B*. active dump will go down under the ground 

and leak into the water. We drink from this 
water. Only the government and people like 
that have water tanks. The animals drink 
from this water — malu kangaroo, kalaya 
L emu, porcupine, ngintaka perentie, goanna 

and all of the others. We eat these animals. 
That's our meat. We're worried that if any of 
these animals become poisoned, we'll be- 
^ I v come poisoned in turn. 

The poison the government is talking about 
Ik % \ is from Sydney. We say send it back to Sydney. 

K:: ^ We don't want it! Are they trying to kill us? 

H I We're human beings. We're not animals. 

Em' ifflll We're not dogs. In the old days, the white 
IS man used to put poison in the meat and 

■I 3 throw it to feed the dogs — -they got poisoned, 
Vj|» ^ and then they died. Now they want to put the 
BK |5 1 poison in the ground. We want our life. 

? All of us were living when the government 
used the country for the bomb. Some were 
NHb! - living at Twelve Mile, just out of Coober 
IBB? I Pedy. The smoke was funny, and everything 

looked hazy. Everybody got sick. Many 
people at Mabel Creek got sick. Some people were living 
at Wallatinna. Whitefellas and all got sick. When we were 
young, no woman got breast cancer or any other kind of 
cancer. Cancer was unheard of with men either. And no 
asthma, we were people without sickness. 

The government thought that they knew what they were 
doing then. Now, again they are coming along and telling 
us poor blackfellas, "Oh, there's nothing that's going to 
happen, nothing is going to kill you." 

We're worried for our kids. We've got a lot of kids growing 
up and still coming are more grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. They deserve to have their lives. 

We've been fighting this radioactive waste, this poison, 
for many years. Arguing about it, talking to people, asking 
people to help us. They might help us, but they'll really be 
helping themselves. Whitefellas have got kids too. We all 
have to live here. 

And then, we really couldn't believe it when we heard 
the government talking about sending the rubbish from all 
the other countries as well! They must really want to kill us! 
We can't believe it! How can you live like that? They're 
really aiming to wipe the country out, not just us but all 
living things on the whole Earth! 

It's from our grandmothers and our grandfathers that 
we've learned about the land. This learning isn't written on 
paper as whitefellas' knowledge is. We carry it instead in 
our heads, and we're talking from our hearts, for the land. 
You fellas, whitefellas, put us in the back all the time, like 
we've got no language for the land. But we've got the story 
for the land. Listen to us! 


by the Senior Aboriginal Women's Council 

The Aboriginal women of South Australia have survived 50 
years of government-sanctioned nuclear contamination of 
their traditional desert lands — from nuclear weapons tests to 
one of the world's largest uranium mines. So when the federal 
government announced plans to bury nuclear waste from 
Sydney in their backyard, these women said, "Irati Wanti " — 
the poison, leave it. 

We are the Aboriginal women Yankunytjatjara, 
Antikarinya and Kokatha. 

We know the country. 

The poison the government is talking about will poison 
the land. 

We say, "No radioactive dump in our Ngura — in 
our country." It's strictly poison and we don't want it. 

We were born on the Earth, not in the hospital. We 
were born in the sand. Mother never put us in the water 
and washed us when we were born. They dried us with 
the sand. Then they put us, newborn babies, fireside 
with no blankets. They put us in the warm sand. And 
after that, when the cord came off, they put us through 
the smoke. We really know the land. From babies we 
grew up on the land. 

Never mind that our country is the desert. That's 
where we belong. And we love where we belong, the 
whole land. We know the stories for the land. The 
Seven Sisters traveled right across, in the beginning. 
They formed the land. It's very important Tjukur — 
the Law, the Dreaming — that must not be disturbed. 
Page 20 Earth First! Mabon 2003 



Resisting the 

by Samantha 

Since 1995, the members of the 
Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta — Senior Ab- 
original Women's Council based in 
Coober Pedy — have traveled thou- 
sands of miles throughout Australia 
in order to voice their opposition to 
the nuclear waste dump that threat- 
ens their ancestral homeland. 

They have written to government 
officials, visited Parliament, taken 
their message to the 2000 Olympic 
games in Sydney, conducted speak- 
ing tours in Melbourne and Adelaide 
and have worked with urban envi- 
ronmentalists to organize a success- 
ful Internet campaign. 

In April, the campaign reached a 
new level of international recogni- 
tion when two of its founding mem- 
bers, Eileen Kampakuta Brown and 
Eileen Wani Wingfield, were awarded 
the $ 125,000 Goldman Environmen- 
tal Prize for their grassroots activism 
to stop the dump. 

However, despite the international 
outcry against the project, Australia's 
Science Minister Peter McGauran an- 
nounced on May 9 that the govern- 
ment had decided to build a shallow- 
burial nuclear waste dump near the 
town of Woomera. 

The Australian government's cur- 
rent denial is astounding. In 1995 its 
own Committee on the Dangers of 
Radioactive Waste spoke out against 



Sacred land of the Seven Sisters 


Nuclear Dump 

shallow burial and instead recom- 
mended a facility that would be “ad- 
equately engineered to withstand all 
possible climatic conditions, no mat- 
ter how unlikely." 

The Kungka Tjuta is very concerned 
about the risk of nuclear contamina- 
tion seeping into the groundwater, 
which has maintained the flora and 
fauna of the region for thousands of 
years. When the desert floods, the 
water is thought to seep underground 
and renew the groundwater. Floods 
could leach through the shallow- 
burial waste dump and permanently 
poison the water supply below. How 
the Aboriginal lands would be dam- 
aged during construction of the trans- 
port route is also a concern. 

The Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organization (ANSTO) 
is one of the main federal depart- 
ments promoting the waste dump. 
ANSTO operates a reactor in south- 
western Sydney, which produces 85 
percent of Australia's nuclear waste 
(excluding uranium tailings). Most 
of this waste is currently being stored 
on site. Now ANSTO is planning to 
decommission the reactor and build 
a new, multi-million dollar reactor 
to take its place. 

In order to be granted approval to 
build the new reactor, ANSTO must 
first resolve the question of how the 
waste from both reactors will be pro- 
cessed, transported and stored. In 
2003, the federal government will be 
spending $300,000 on a "re-educa- 
tion" public relations campaign to 
overcome vocal community opposi- 
tion to the dump. 

But not if the people have any- 
thing to do with it. In September 
2002, the federal government at- 
tempted to extinguish native title 
rights over the dump site by offering 
three native groups $90,000 each to 
| buy the land. Two of the three groups 
3 resoundingly rejected the offer, 
| thereby nullifying the offer. 

§• Brown, Wingfield and the other 
^ Kungka Tjuta elders have vowed to 
| continue their fight against the 
£> dump and to pass on the vital cul- 
| tural and environmental lessons 
^ they have learned. 

For more information, visit 
www.iratiwanti.org. 
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Go, Tre, Go! 

In the past year, the FBI has 
investigated more than 20 
sightings of fugitive forest activist 
Tre Arrow. A federal grand jury 
indicted Arrow on August 13, 2002, 
for the June 2001 Earth Liberation 
Front arson of vehicles belonging 
to Ray Schoppert Logging Com- 
pany near Portland, Oregon. 

In early August, police searched 
for Arrow in a woodland outside 
Tigard, Oregon, but turned up 
nothing. "It's almost like Elvis," 
said FBI Supervisory Special Agent 
Julie Thornton, who heads 
Oregon's domestic terrorism 
squad. Sightings have also been 
reported in Florida and Pennsyl- 
vania, where Arrow has family. 

Co-defendants Angela Cesario 
and Jeremy Rosenbloom pled guilty 
in July to their roles in the arson 
and await sentencing. Jacob 
Sherman pled guilty in December 
2002 and is expected to receive a 
reduced prison sentence as a result 
of cooperating with authorities. 

Bari/Chemey Settlement? 

In July, the City of Oakland, 
California, reached an out-of- 
court settlement in the 1991 civil 
rights lawsuit filed by Earth First! 
activists Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney (see EF!J August-Septem- 
ber 2002). The city agreed to drop 
its appeal of the June 2002 verdict 
and pay two million dollars in 
damages. In exchange, the Bari/ 
Cherney legal team will forego a 
petition seeking an additional five 
million dollars in legal fees. 

The FBI, however, remains reluc- 
tant to admit to any wrongdoing. 
In July, the Bari/Chemey legal team 
received the FBI's draft settlement, 
which contained a demand that 
the jury verdict against the FBI be 
vacated. The Department of Jus- 
tice, which oversees the FBI, said, 
"We have not reached a settle- 
ment — maybe the City of Oakland 
has, but we have not." 
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Defending the Eastern Wild 


by Peter Gelderloos 

In the US, environmental activism 
has been primarily associated with 
the country's western regions, from 
Edward Abbey's beloved Sonoran 
desert to the Pacific Northwest of 
Jeffrey "Free" Luers and Julia "But- 
terfly" Hill. The hubcap of environ- 
mentalism east of the Mississippi 
River is perceived to be Washington, 
DC — home to a swarm of nonprofit 
organizations ranging from helpful 
networkers to reformist in- 


National Park Service, has destroyed 90 
percent of the Fraser fir population in 
the past 50 years. In the fallout, other 
species that depend on the Fraser fir are 
suffering as well. On Mt. Collins, the 
loss of 95 percent of fir trees to parasites 
has caused more than 80 percent of the 
remaining forest to succumb to wind 
damage, erosion and other problems. 
Subsequently, the total bird population 
on the mountain has declined by half. 

Chemical pollution is also weaken- 
ing the Blue Ridge ecosystem. Rainfall 


over the otherwise idyllic Shenandoah 
Valley in the summertime. Visibility 
in the Shenandoah region used to reach 
70 miles, yet today it averages 10 miles 
on "clear, " cloudless days and has been 
recorded as less than one mile during 
the worst times. 

It is estimated that at least 70 per- 
cent of the haze is a result of pollution, 
most of which comes from industrial 
areas in the Midwest. In Shenandoah 
National Park, 30 percent of sulfur- 
based air pollution comes from just 
two cities: Pittsburgh and 


siders that allow resource ex- 
traction on "conserved" 
lands. With the world's larg- 
est megalopolis and subur- 
ban wasteland extending 
from New York to Virginia 
without interruption, the 
East Coast is seldom seen as 
suitable for anything but of- 
fice activism. 

However, great expanses of 
wilderness have, to varying de- 
grees, been left standing. Few 
ecosystems in the region may 
be described as pristine, or even 
wholly intact, but they haven't 
been paved over yet, and that 
means they need defense. 

The Blue Ridge ecosystem 
stretches for hundreds of 
miles — from Georgia to Penn- 
sylvania. It contains some of 
the largest expanses of na- 
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Cleveland. Columbus, Dayton 
and Cincinnati account for 
one third of such pollution in 
the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. 

Mining corporations are 
heavily involved in pillaging 
the East Coast's wilderness. In 
the past 20 years, coal mining 
in West Virginia has stripped 
500 square miles in a process 
known as "mountaintop re- 
moval" (see article page 26). 
The coal extracted is used to 
fuel power plants; more than 
half of the electricity in the US 
is provided by burning coal. 

Meanwhile, the Chesapeake 
Bay, one of the Atlantic Ocean's 
most important breeding 
grounds for fish and other 
marine life, is being destroyed 
by overfishing, pollution and 


tional parks and forests east of the 
Mississippi River, as well as several of 
the last old-growth forest stands. Ac- 
cording to The Nature Conservancy, 
400 species exist only in the Blue Ridge 
and 133 of these are "imperiled" or 
"vulnerable to extinction." 

Under attack from multiple sides, 
the Blue Ridge is facing a serious crisis. 
In 100 years, global warming could 
shift temperature zones up to 340 miles 
north. This would trap and eradicate 
entire ecosystems that are prevented 
from shifting with the temperature 
due to variations in elevation. 

Exotic species are also taking their toll 
on the Blue Ridge. The balsam woolly 
adelgid, a parasitic insect introduced 
accidentally by the ever-competent 


in this area is among the most acidic in 
the nation, with some high-altitude 
fogs measuring more acidic than vin- 
egar. During the past 60 years, some 
streams along the Blue Ridge have 
increased in acidity by 10,000 per- 
cent. Acid rain depletes calcium and 
magnesium in the soil and inhibits 
tree growth. It also increases the 
amount of aluminum in streams and 
poisons aquatic life. 

Surprisingly, air pollution is another 
major problem. Between 1993 and 
1997, Shenandoah National Park and 
the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park saw fine particle pollution reach 
hazardous levels on the majority of 
Summer days. A more visible form of 
pollution is the heavy smog that settles 


mine tailings. Other contributors in- 
clude soil erosion and chemical runoff 
from the green lawns and asphalt of 
suburban Virginia and Maryland. Once 
called "Chesepiooc," or "Great Shell- 
fish Bay," by the indigenous inhabit- 
ants of the area, the Chesapeake is now 
burdened by substantial declines in sea 
grass, fish and shellfish populations, 
seasonal depletion of dissolved oxygen 
in the water and increased sedimenta- 
tion. From the forests of Maine to the 
swamps of Florida, other areas are fac- 
ing similar threats. 

The machinery that wreaks such dev- 
astation does not, however, go unop- 
posed. Although defense of wilderness 
has not been as unified as it is on the 
West Coast, there is no short supply of 
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environmental activism in the mid- 
Atlantic region. 

Neither are East Coast environmen- 
talists strangers to direct or under- 
ground actions targeting polluters and 
habitat destroyers. The general man- 
ager of the Washington Contract Log- 
gers Association credits West Coast 
eco-activists with causing $55 mil- 
lion in damage through acts of sabo- 
tage but also warns: "Arson activity 
has now spread to the East Coast, the 
South and the Midwest." 

In fact, the Earth Liberation Front 
website reveals that most of the recently 
reported actions have occurred east of 
the Mississippi River. Detroit, Philadel- 
phia, Long Island and Louisville, 
Kentucky, have witnessed property de- 
struction aimed at suburban or urban 
sprawl, and SUVs in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
and Richmond, Virginia, have experi- 
enced damage or outright torching. 

People living amongst the identical 
stretches of highways, outlet stores 


and subdivisions are clearly picking 
up the proverbial monkeywrench. 

We need to expose the chief culprits 
of ecocide on the East Coast: 
suburbanization, the proliferation of 
chain retail stores, car culture, com- 
muter addiction, beltway syndrome, 
logging and mining interests. Next, 
we need to target them with protest, 
stop them with direct action and roll 
them back with sabotage. Along the 
way, we'll need to include those who 
can take fewer risks and support those 
who take greater risks. We need to 
challenge the macho culture that of- 
ten hovers around direct action, in- 
corporate anti-oppression perspectives 
into everything we do and work to 
understand class issues where poverty 
pits people against the planet. I hope 
we can get organized while there is 
still something worth saving. 

Peter is a lazy and ineffective activist 
who is hoping some real radicals will move 
into town and give him some inspiration. 
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Victory for Zuni Salt Lake 

In a victory for environmental 
and indigenous activists working 
with the Zuni Salt Lake Coalition, 
the Phoenix-based Salt River 
Project (SRP) announced in Au- 
gust that it is abandoning plans 
to develop the Fence Lake coal 
mine in western New Mexico. 

Brian Segee, the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity's public lands 
director, commented, "Fence 
Lake exemplifies all that is wrong 
with the Bush administration's 
so-called energy policy, which 
promotes the continued exploi- 
tation of fossil fuel sources re- 
gardless of the damage inflicted 
upon critical environmental ar- 
eas or sacred sites such as Zuni 
Salt Lake." 

The mine would have pumped 
millions of gallons of water from 
aquifers connected to the eco- 
logically unique lake, a sacred 
cultural site for the Zuni Pueblo 
and many other Southwestern 
tribes. It would have also obliter- 
ated thousands of acres of grass- 
lands inhabited by golden eagles, 
prairie dogs and pronghorn. 

FBI Frames Activists 

On June 25, the FBI arrested 12 
people active in the movement 
that forced the US Navy to stop its 
bombing practice on the Puerto 
Rican island of Vieques. 

The activists face up to 20 years 
in prison on charges of conspiracy 
to destroy federal property — in- 
cluding a guard post, Navy boat 
and a Humvee — during a victory 
celebration on May 1 (see EF!f 
July-August 2003). They were in- 
dicted by a federal grand jury, 
supposedly on the basis of videos 
and photos taken by the Puerto 
Rican police. 

The activists' defense commit- 
tee contends that the activists are 
being framed by the FBI, and it is 
demanding the US government 
drop the charges. 


A Sampling of Who's Who in the 
East Coast Ecoterrorism Biz 


Georgia Pacific 

Georgia Pacific (GP) operates 37 sawmills in the US and owns nearly four 
million acres of pine forests in the southeastern US. GP's net sales in 2002 
totaled $23 billion. GP is headquartered at 133 Peachtree St NE, Atlanta, GA 
30303; (404) 652-4000. For a detailed listing of all of GP's facilities, including 
sawmills, pulp and paper mills, visit www.gp.com/forestry/facilities.html. 

International Paper 

International Paper (IP), which controls more than six million acres of 
land in the US and millions more overseas, is the world's largest "forestry 
products" company. Its headquarters are located at 400 Atlantic St, Stam- 
ford, CT 06901; (203) 541-8000. IP also has locations in Thorsby, Alabama; 
Savannah, Georgia; Rieglewood, North Carolina; Jacksonville, Florida; Mem- 
phis, Tennessee and multiple cities in Wisconsin. For a list of addresses, visit 
www.ipaper.com. 

Monsanto 

Monsanto holds patents to genetically engineered corn, soy, wheat and other 
crops. Its seeds are bred to be resistant to the herbicide Roundup Ready, which 
it also makes. For a list of its facilities on the East Coast, visit www.monsanto.com. 

Wal-Mart 

Infamous for its sprawling, homogenous outlets, Wal-Mart has 3,372 stores 
and one million hourly workers in the US. Last year, with more than six billion 
dollars in profit, Wal-Mart's annual revenue accounted for two percent of the 
entire US gross domestic product. Between building new stores and expanding 
operations in 10 countries, this corporation is the quintessential symbol of US 
consumerism! This year, Wal-Mart is planning to open 120-130 units in 
existing markets alone. For the store nearest you, visit www.walmart.com. 
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Enviros vs. Indians: 

Fighting Bayonet Diplomacy in the Smoky Mountains 



The Cherokee want to trade the Yellow Face tract with the park service 


BY KEPHARTFAN 

A proposed land exchange 
between the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and 
the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park has created a 
furious dispute between 
enviros and tribal members 
in western North Carolina. 

The animosity is such that 
the word "environmental- 
ist" has become an epithet, 
which doesn't bother local 
politicos one bit. 

The EBCI have offered a 
steep, 2 1 8-acre tract of high- 
altitude spruce forest riven 
with seeps in exchange for a 143-acre 
flood plain and recovering hardwood 
forest tract within the boundary of the 
national park. The land the Cherokee 
own, known as the Yellow Face tract, 
was bought by the tribe with the hope 
that it would facilitate a future land 
exchange. Yellow Face is adjacent to 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, which is also 
national park property. The parcel the 
EBCI hopes to obtain, the Ravensford 
tract, is within the national park's 
boundary on a map yet is also sepa- 
rated from the park by the Raven Fork. 

The pros and cons of the exchange, 
and the multitude of environmental 
and social issues surrounding it, are a 
veritable nightmare for anyone trying 
to decide a course of action. 

The Cherokee once controlled an area 
spanning approximately seven south- 
eastern states. They received the stan- 
dard "bayonet diplomacy" reserved for 
indigenous people. You've certainly 
heard of the "Trail of Tears." Those who 
refused to walk to Oklahoma at gun- 
point and who hid out in the moun- 
tains are the ancestors of the EBCI. With 
good fortune and sheer will, they have 
retained some of their ancestral land. 

The Cherokee have started to regain 
some of their lost land and retake 
control of the tribal infrastructure, spe- 
cifically, the EBCI educational system. 
Formerly controlled by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, the school system was 


poorly planned: three schools that are 
spread around the reservation, over- 
crowded, traffic-plagued and now ob- 
solete. The tribe wants the flat bottoms 
of the Ravensford tract, which are scarce 
in this mountainous region, to build a 
K-12 school and cultural center. 

The EBCI envision an all-encom- 
passing campus, with many-tiered, 
branching structures — a deliberate 
design to avoid massive "big box" struc- 
tures. With the Cherokee language 
being requisite, they're certain that 
keeping all the students on a single 
campus would rejuvenate their cul- 
ture and strengthen tribal bonds. 

Nothing being simple, the Ravensford 
tract is loaded with archaeological, so- 
ciological, environmental and political 
hot potatoes. It has been occupied for at 
least 8,000 years, most recently by the 
lumber community of Ravensford, 
which was obliterated when the na- 
tional park was created in 1934. 

The EBCI have longed for this tract as 
it acts to divide the reservation — it bulges 
into their holdings like a hernia. Years 
ago, the tribe gave up vast amounts of 
land to facilitate the national park. In 
fact, part of the dealings between the 
federal government and the Cherokee 
in facilitating the completion of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway through the reser- 
vation decreed that the tribe retained 
the option to buy the Ravensford parcel. 
The tribe got it in writing: a senate bill 


on April 22, 1940. But one 
month later, the bill was 
modified without the tribe's 
consent or knowledge. 

Enviros are concerned 
about numerous issues. For 
the most part, they fear the 
exchange sets a bad prece- 
dent — although there have 
been seven previous ex- 
changes involving national 
park land. They're con- 

* cerned that archaeological 
1 sites will be disturbed. The 

# former site of the town of 
Ravensford, its namesake 
mill and associated distur- 
bances — now under hay, 

grass and clover — have been described 
by enviros as pristine mountain mead- 
ows, rare and enchanted. The entire 
tract is purported to be of huge envi- 
ronmental significance, despite its be- 
ing disconnected from the national 
park by the Raven Fork. 

Then there's National Park Service 
facilities and a sprawlingjob Corps facil- 
ity with its own associated lighting, 
infrastructure and roads. From the call 
to arms that the enviro community has 
been sounding, you'd think an old- 
growth Eden was being obliterated. 
Ravensford even has sewer, water and 
electrical lines runningthrough it. Phone 
lines, two roads... 

Activists from two factions of Katuah 
EF! have attended three public hear- 
ings and made inspections of both the 
Yellow Face and Ravensford tracts. 
We've found that there have been 
misrepresentations made about the ex- 
change. We witnessed racially charged 
comments made by other enviros, in- 
accurate accusations against the Chero- 
kee and a general lack of tact and 
consideration from "our" community. 

The degree of entrenched hostility is 
underscored by the tribe's comfy rela- 
tionship with Representative Charles 
"Chainsaw Charlie" Taylor, a notorious 
timber lackey and author of the 1995 
Salvage Rider that usurped environmen- 
tal protections during the Clinton ad- 
ministration. Tayloris championing the 
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Cherokee cause and is pushing a bill 
requiring the National Park Service to 
accept the exchange — not a very demo- 
cratic process, to say the least. In return, 
EBCI leadership has espoused approval 
of the North Shore Road Project that 
threatens a remote part of the park and 
would bring yet more traffic and pollu- 
tion into a severely impacted area. 

What about Yellow Face? What 
would the National Park Service gain? 

We hiked this area and found it to 
be biologically diverse, contrary to 
claims by other enviros. While parts 
are steep, it was not the sheer rock 
face described to us. It too has its 
biological gems. Numerous species 
found only in high-elevation spruce 
forests abound, including the north- 
ern flying squirrel, southern rock vole, 
pine siskin and numerous species of 
lichen, liverworts, mollusks and in- 
vertebrates. There's 10,400 feet of lin- 
ear water channels in this watershed 
and seven acres of high-altitude veg- 
etated seeps. Gaining the tract would 
protect the watershed and the view 
from the Blue Ridge Parkway. 


In the past, Katuah EF! has worked 
with tribal members on other issues, 
and we value alliances made with 
them. That's why we attended the 
public hearings in Cherokee, North 
Carolina, to hear their views. Only 
eight enviros showed at the first hear- 
ing in Cherokee, and the three EFlers 
at the second hearing constituted the 
"environmentalist" side. The hearings 
off the reservation, however, were 
packed with angry and sometimes 
derisive enviros. The tribe and its lead- 
ership were insulted. 

It was disconcerting to see enviros — 
many dressed in suits, carrying 
leather-bound briefcases and fresh out 
of their SUVs — display such an amaz- 
ing amount of arrogance and privi- 
lege in the face of a people who have 
experienced a poverty rate nearly 90 
percent higher than the rest of North 
Carolina. It left some Cherokee moth- 
ers and families in tears of anger and 
frustration. 

We couldn't help but wonder where 
these "Earth warriors" were when EF! 
activists were fighting other more 


impacting projects against the na- 
tional park. We didn't see them at 
our lockdowns and demonstrations. 
They definitely didn't pass the hat 
for bail money. 

Differences aside, we should all be 
pulling on the same rope. The Chero- 
kee school will be built somewhere, 
and it's going to be intrusive. The 
tribe is a valuable ally, as Taylor has 
grasped, and some effort should be 
made to think beyond the issue of 
national park boundaries. Our 
bioregion is slowly dying from the 
excesses of the culture of consump- 
tion. The EBCI didn't bring us to this 
point, and 144 acres of land that was 
stolen from them is not worth the 
animosity being created. As individual 
EFlers, none of us have found the 
arrogance to oppose it, and some have 
chosen to join tribal members in ac- 
tion if the need arises. 

Kephartfan, a Katuah Earth Firstler, 
hopes that the energy directed to the 
Ravensford issue by both sides can be 
better spent fighting for the right of all 
beings to live a healthy life. 


Mass EF! Takes to the Trees 

by Amy Thoreau 

Henry David Thoreau once walked the trails of Mt. Wachusett in 
central Massachusetts. If he walked those trails today, he would have to 
contend with the ravages of a ski area on its northwest slope. 

A Mass Earth First! tree village is now keeping watch over this threat- 
ened oak savannah — a first in the history of Massachusetts. Like the 
oaksitters of England's Road Wars, Mass EF! is spryly combating the 
limitations of a hardwood tree's height in an effort to save it. 

At a vulnerable 90 feet up, these treesitters will do whatever it takes to 
prevent the wealthy Crowley family from cutting 1 3 acres of vibrant 1 40- 
year-old red oaks. Despite the fact that these trees border Massachusetts' 
largest contiguous tract of old-growth forest, the Crowleys consider the 
state-approved expansion of their ski resort the higher priority. 

Forest lovers are lucky they have direct action comrades on the East Coast 
faithfully working to protect its few remaining woodlands. On August 1, 
in addition to the tree village, Mass EF! formed a blockade and set up the 
Henry David Thoreau Memorial base camp before logging was set to begin. 
After thwarting logging operations for five days, treesit supporters were 
blocked entry to the area by state police. Two individuals were detained. 
Nevertheless, Mass EF! is prepared to stay in the trees as long as needed. 

The ski resort expansion, as first proposed in 1993, involved cutting 
two new trails from the summit. When old-growth trees were discovered 
in 1996, plans for the summit trails were abandoned and the expansion 
was scaled down to two new ski runs and a chairlift. 

Mass EF! and Restore North Woods are calling for the complete removal 
of the infringing ski area. For more information, contact Mass EF!, POB 533, 
Lunenburg, MA 01462; (978) 549-9904; takeaction2001@hotmail.com. 


Logging 
in Eastern 
Forests 

While it is true that 
shortly after the turn of the 
20th century, the robber barons 
had fully stripped this continent 
of all its forests east of the Missis- 
sippi River, these wildlands have 
made an unexpected and stun- 
ning comeback. When the indus- 
try turned its ravenous gaze away 
from the East and toward the for- 
ested cathedrals of the Rockies, 
the Sierras and the Pacific North- 
west, the eastern forests found a 
foothold and blanketed the re- 
gion anew with their protective, 
if somewhat diminished, tapestry 
of life. 

Today, the southeastern US is 
producing more pulp for dispos- 
able paper products than any- 
where else on Earth. 
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Massacring the Mountains for 


by Vivian Stockman 

You don't hear the call of the whip- 
poor-wills ringing in the hollows any- 
more. That's one of the first things 
some folks will tell you when they talk 
about the massacre of the mountaintops 
in southern West Virginia. 

On their front porches, residents used 
to hear bird songs and rushing streams. 
Now, they endure the round-the-clock 
noise of heavy machinery and blasting 
that lays open thin seams of low-sulfur 
coal . The blasting damages their homes, 
dries up their wells and leaves a haze of 
dust everywhere. Parents hesitate to let 
their children play outside because 
blasted rocks can fly hundreds of feet. 
When it rains, some families sleep with 
their clothes on in case they have to 
evacuate from a torrent raging from a 
scalped mountain. Some sell their 
homes to the coal companies that prac- 
tice mountaintop removal, but others 
refuse to leave. They watch their com- 
munities die, as the lush landscape 
turns into a barren moonscape. 

In the name of "homeland security" 
and "cheap energy," the Bush adminis- 
tration and its energy-industry chums 


are implementing the Drill, Nuke and 
Mine the Guts Out of the Planet 
National Energy Policy. For the coal 
industry, "homeland security" means 
destroying the homeland. "Cheap en- 
ergy" means an ecocidal free-for-all for 
coal companies as mountaintop removal 
shifts into hyper-drive in West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Virginia and Tennessee. 

In mountaintop removal, coal com- 
panies first bulldoze the mountains' 
temperate forests, which are rich in 
biological diversity. The topsoil is re- 
moved, and the underlying rock is 
blasted away in explosions 10 to 100 
times more powerful than the 1995 
bomb blast at the federal building in 
Oklahoma City. 

Next, huge draglines — nearly 20 sto- 
ries tall — and gargantuan dump trucks 
remove the rubble to reach the thin 
layers of low-sulfur coal. The draglines 
cost roughly $100 million and, for the 
sake of the almighty dollar, must stay 
in continual operation. These machines 
scalp up to 600 feet, sometimes more, 
off the tops of mountains. So far, at 
least 300,000 acres of hardwood forest 
have been destroyed, leaving scars that 
are visible from outer space. 


Coal companies dump the "overbur- 
den" — millions of tons of blasted-off 
mountaintops — into nearby valleys and 
streams. The industry has buried, at the 
very least, 750 miles of streams under 
valley fills. During heavy rains, debris 
has been washed off of these fills, 
drowning at least two people and de- 
stroying countless homes in a tidal 
wave of muddy, chunky water. 

Since 2001, southern West Virginia 
has been ravaged by Summer floods. 
Even the state and federal govern- 
ments admit the floods have been 
worsened by the effects of 
mountaintop removal and unregu- 
lated steep-slope logging. In some 
counties, 20 percent of the land has 
been mined through the process of 
mountaintop removal. In all, the 
floods have killed 15 people, damaged 
47 communities and damaged or de- 
stroyed 12,000 homes and businesses. 

After a more than two-year delay, 
several regulatory agencies have re- 
leased a draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) on mountaintop re- 
moval. The science says what coalfield 
residents can see — mountaintop re- 
moval is bad for people and other 




Fire Rains Down on California SUVs 

On August 22, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) simul- 
taneously carried out acts of property destruction at 
several auto dealerships in California. 

Clippinger Chevrolet of West Covina, California, sus- 
tained more than one million dollars in damages after 20 
SUVs— -mostly H2 Hummers — were set on fire. Twenty 
additional vehicles were damaged by the fire, and a 
warehouse on the site was destroyed. 

In Duarte, California, SUVs from Advantage Ford were 
spray-painted with messages such as "ELF," "Gross Pol- 
luter" and "We (Heart) Pollution." Across the street, 30 
cars at Duarte Mitsubishi were also hit with graffiti that 
condemned SUV ownership. 

At Rusnak Mercedes Benz in Arcadia, California, 10 
luxury SUVs were spray-painted with the words "terrorist," 
"killer" and "ELF." Rusnak estimated losses of up to $300,000. 

According to the ELF Press Office, "ELF actions are a 
reminder to SUV owners of how their personal choices 
affect the society and environment in which they live.” 


Days of Action Against Ford Motors 

During a national day of action against Ford Motor 
Company on June 12, climbers unfurled a banner in 
Detroit, Michigan, proclaiming, "Ford is Driving 
America's Oil Addiction." 

Activists in 21 cities across the US and Canada marked 
Ford's 100th anniversary by voicing opposition to an- 
other century of gas-guzzling automobiles. 

This year, Ford reneged on a pledge to increase SUV 
mileage by 25 percent by 2005, and last year CEO Bill 
Ford personally lobbied Congress against increasing 
federal fuel mileage standards. 

In San Francisco, California, on May 31, activists in 
body bags representing rainforests, climate, jobs, clean 
air and other "casualties of oil addiction" blocked the 
entrance to a Ford dealership. 

"Ford has tried to make itself out as an environmental 
leader. Unfortunately there is a big gap between its 
rhetoric and its actions," said Jason Mark, one of seven 
people arrested after hanging a banner at the dealership. 
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"Cheap Energy" 

living beings, as well as the non-living 
things that support their lives. 

Lolling about in bed with its coal 
industry pals, the Bush administra- 
tion must have delayed the EIS while 
it tried to figure out how to put a 
smiley face on one of the worst inten- 
tional environmental disasters in the 
nation. The administration imposed 
its will on this document, so that the 
recommendations in the EIS com- 
pletely disregard the scientific studies 
that scream: Stop this madness now! 

Coal companies, and many politi- 
cians who rely on the industry for 
campaign contributions, endlessly re- 
peat that West Virginia needs more 
flat land for economic development. 

They contend that the barren, decapi- 
tated mountains are great spots for 
prisons, shopping malls, airports and 
schools — never mind the lack of popu- 
lation and infrastructure in the mined 
areas. And never mind that less than 
two percent of the hundreds of thou- 
sands of acres that have been already 
destroyed have seen any type of so- 
called development. Never mind that 
the world's most productive temper- 
ate forest used to be here. And never, 



Mountaintop removal rips the heart out of the Ohio valley 


Virginia where the most coal is mined 
have some of the highest poverty rates, 
as well as some of the worst infrastruc- 
ture in the state. Complaints to the 
state government essentially have 
led nowhere. Fed up with the state's 
inaction, citizens have turned to envi- 
ronmental groups who are leading 
multi-pronged campaigns aimed at 
banning mountaintop removal. 

For more information, contact the 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, 
(304) 522-0246; www.ohvec.org. 

Vivian Stockman is a project coordina- 
tor with the West Virginia-based Ohio 
Valley Environmental Coalition. 


ever mind the lost 
value of decimated 
ecosystems, which, 
when intact, sup- 
port life and form 
the basis for the hu- 
man economy. 

Another pro- 
mountaintop re- 
moval argument is 
that coal extraction 
provides jobs and 
prosperity. High- 
paying coal jobs 
(around $50,000 a year; the average 
annual income in West Virginia is 
approximately $25,000) are welcome 
in a region where unemployment hov- 
ers between 10 and 15 percent. But 
coal companies are replacing people 
with mega-machines and the jobs are 
dwindling, despite record-setting lev- 
els of coal production. In the 1940s, 
there were more than 100,000 miners. 
Today, only 14,000 miners are em- 
ployed. The coal industry claims that 
2,000 of those mining jobs are on 
mountaintop removal sites. 

Despite coal company claims of pro- 
viding prosperity, the counties in West 


Massasauga EF! Confronts Water Tyrants 

On July 28, Massasauga Earth First! unfurled a banner 
from the roof of a Highland Park, Michigan, municipal 
building that read, "Stop the Cut-Offs — Water for Life." 
The action protested the state's policy of shutting off the 
water supply to residents who fail to pay water bills of up 
to $800 a month. Activists say that water is a human and 
natural right that should not be denied to anyone. 

The next day, Massasauga EF! and the Sweetwater 
Alliance organized a protest at the home of Governor 
Jennifer Granholm. They demanded that she shut down 
an Ice Mountain water bottling plant and halt all water 
shut-offs in Highland Park and Detroit. 

In July, Granholm gave Ice Mountain, a subsidiary of 
Nestle, a $ 10-million tax break to pump spring water out 
of western Michigan. Meanwhile, some Detroit residents 
have had their homes seized to pay "water debts" of up 
to $17,000. According to Massasauga EF!, Highland Park 
is one of the poorest cities in the country, yet the city has 
the highest water rates in the US. 

San Francisco Starbucks Downsized 

In the pre-dawn hours of August 5, 17 San Francisco, 
California, Starbucks coffee shops had "For Lease" signs 


pasted on their windows and their locks glued. A notice on 
"official " company letterhead, titled "A Case for Corporate 
Downsizing," was posted to announce the closure of 
thousands of locations worldwide. The message, which 
Starbucks dismissed as fraudulent, stated, "The global 
economy requires a relentless substitution of quantity over 
quality and shareholder values over human values." 

The executive director of the North Beach Chamber of 
Commerce where many of the "shut down" Starbucks 
were located said that the corporation is guilty of forcing 
locally owned stores out of business by driving up 
commercial rents: "The primary thing we hate is the 
homogenization of America." When told of the prank 
against the corporate coffee chain, another Chamber of 
Commerce official responded, "That's pretty funny." 

Ents and Pixies Rise Up in Holland 

On June 30, Groenfront! began an "Entwoods" tree 
village encampment in Holland to stop the construction 
of a 3,600-guest theme park hotel in a forest that is home 
to badgers, pixies and Ents. De Efteling, a fairytale theme 
park, is trying to attract more foreign tourists by expand- 
ing the park into the nearby Entwoods. More than 100 
residents have come to voice support of the tree village. 


September-October 2003 Earth First! Page 27 


photo by Vivian Stockman/OVEC 


Eastern Forest Defense Camp Leads to 



King Coal is killing Kentucky 


by Perrin de Jong 

Against the backdrop of 
an orchestrated Bush admin- 
istration campaign to de- 
liver the spoils of the 
nation's wild places into the 
hands of corporate robber 
barons, the Eastern Forest 
Justice League gathered in 
the hills of southeast Ohio 
this Summer to continue its 
mission of raising an army 
of well-trained eastern for- 
est defenders. 

The Justice League is a col- 
lective of eastern forest defense ac- 
tivists that coalesced in 2001 in re- 
sponse to the rising wave of eastern 
forest destruction. The collective's 
focus is to train would-be treesitters, 
road blockaders and banner hangers, 
from Florida to Quebec, in safe tech- 
niques for defending our native for- 
est ecosystems. 

The Eastern Forest Defense Camp 
brought activists together on a farm 
outside Athens, Ohio, for one week 
to train in the trees and build a move- 
ment for direct action forest defense 


in eastern North America. From tree 
climbing to treesit assembly, from 
community organizing to running a 
field kitchen and from street theater 
to making a sexy banner with a tarp 
and some duct tape, camp attendees 
learned a wide range of valuable, 
practical skills essential to eastern 
forest defense. 

Attendance ranged from a core 
group of about 70 to the camp's peak 
attendance of 110 during the Flying 
Rutabaga Cycle Circus' feature-length 
performance. 


The camp was a successful 
experiment in anarchistic, 
complex, multi-layered event 
organizing. Whereas the pre- 
vious Summer's camp ben- 
efited from the able hand of 
an experienced central orga- 
| nizer, this year's event was 
pulled together by several af- 
finity groups of self-selecting 
individuals, each of whom 
was trusted entirely by the 
others to pull together their 
particular aspect of the camp. 

While some small details did 
fall through the cracks as a 
result of the lack of central coordina- 
tion, the group proved nimble and 
adaptive with someone inevitably step- 
ping up to fill the gaps. In retrospect, 
camp attendees agreed that more regu- 
lar communication between the orga- 
nizing affinity groups and the group 
as a whole (i.e. daily check-in circles at 
the beginning and/or end of the day) 
would have helped to provide a sort of 
consensus-based mass-consciousness 
and central coordination. 

By far the most encouraging thing 
to arise from this year's camp was the 




Fur Raiders Foiled in Finland 

On July 29, five animal rights activists were arrested 
after allegedly attempting to break into a mink farm on 
the west coast of Finland. Security guards responded to 
the alarm after two locks were broken. Last year, the same 
farm was raided, and 1,000 mink were set free. 

Two of the women arrested are suspects in several 
previous raids and an attempted break-in at an animal 
research laboratory. During a prior investigation in 2002, 
hairs from mink liberated during fur farm raids were 
supposedly found on the coat of one of the women. They 
deny any involvement and refuse to answer investiga- 
tors' questions. 

Since 1995, there have been 70 raids on Finland's 
3,500 fur farms, resulting in seven closures, millions of 
dollars in damages and thousands of mink and fox 
being released. 

In February, the Finnish Animal Liberation Front was 
responsible for a million-dollar blaze that destroyed a 
feed supplier for 65 fur farms in Finland. A communique 


following the fire read, "We decided to act directly 
ourselves instead of waiting passively for our govern- 
ment to do something — because it's not in the nature of 
any government to value life over profit." 

Corporate Pork Pimp Pied 

The president of Smithfield Foods Europe, one of the 
world's largest pork producers, was left with egg — or 
rather tofu — on his face on June 23. Raoul Baxter was 
only minutes into a speech at the World Pork Congress 
in Birmingham, England, when a People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PET A) activist, Charlie McKenzie, 
yelled "Meat Pimp!” and landed a tofu cream pie directly 
on his face. McKenzie was arrested and released by the 
Birmingham police without charge. 

A PETA spokesperson said that the pieing was meant to 
highlight the animal suffering, environmental destruc- 
tion and threats to human health resulting from 
Smithfield Foods' intensive pig farming. Internation- 
ally, the company kills 12 million pigs a year, including 
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Actions Against Mountaintop Removal 


sense of community that one could 
feel building throughout the week. 
The camp was not frictionless, but it 
was clear that ego battles took a back 
seat to movement building and non- 
hierarchical skill sharing. It was ex- 
citing to think about what so many 
passionate, talented, experienced ac- 
tivists could accomplish if we man- 
age to continue to work together for 
forest protection over the course of 
our lives. 

Also exciting was the prospect of 
continuing to work together over the 
course of the next year, before the next 
forest defense camp. 

We kicked off what we hope will 
become a long tradition of fostering 
regional forest defense actions with a 
tri-state banner hang against 
mountaintop removal on June 23. 

After the camp, some attendees self- 
organized into affinity groups of four 
to 14 people and split up to join 
simultaneous anti-mountaintop re- 
moval rallies in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, Charleston, West Virginia, and 
Lexington, Kentucky. The affinity 
groups dropped banners from major 
structures near the rallies that read: 


"Stop Mountaintop Removal,” 
"Mountaintop Removal Kills Our 
Heritage,” "Longwall Mining Kills" 
and "King Coal is Killing Kentucky." 
The banners were made at the camp 
out of plastic tarps, nylon rope and 
duct tape. 

The Pittsburgh and Charleston 
actioneers got away after dropping 
their banners, but four from the Lex- 
ington affinity group were nabbed by 
the city police after encountering 
complications in dropping an en- 
tangled double-banner from both 
sides of a covered tunnel above one of 
the busiest downtown streets during 
rush hour. In what came as a chilling 
reminder of the burgeoning big 


brother police state, they were not 
allowed to leave the jail until they 
had their retinas scanned for biomet- 
ric identification. 

In the end, all four were rewarded 
with a full-color, front-page photo of 
the banner in the following day's news- 
paper. Three of the arrested were part 
of a ground support crew (Kent Mettle 
and Bill Gorz from North Carolina, as 
well as Indiana activist Joshua Martin) 
and had their disorderly conduct 
charges dropped. The climber (Corrie 
de Jong from Kentucky) had to pay 
$120 in court fees and a $50 trespass- 
ing fine. 

Perrin de Jong is with the Katuah Earth 
First! Cumberland Faction. 


Help Us Fight Mountaintop Removal! 

Citizens Coal Council: www.citizenscoalcouncil.org 

Coal River Mountain Watch: www.crmw.net 

Katuah Earth First!: (see Earth First! directory, page 62) 

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth: www.kftc.org 

Kentucky Heartwood: www.kyheartwood.com 

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition: www.ohvec.org 

Save Our Cumberland Mountains: www.socm.org 

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy: www.wvhighlands.org 


32,000 pigs a day at a slaughterhouse in North Carolina. 

Baxter joked about the pie before continuing his speech, 
saying, "It tastes nice, I can't wait for lunch." 

Australian ALF Hops to It 

On July 13, the night before a slaughter of Eastern grey 
kangaroos was scheduled to begin, the Australian Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) removed large sections of perim- 
eter fencing around the Puckapunyal Army Base in Victoria. 

Fifteen thousand kangaroos were trapped on the army 
base by the six-foot fence, which regularly entangles 
animals attempting to flee into the neighboring forest. 

The Defense Department had contracted professional 
shooters to kill the kangaroos, despite requests from 
animal welfare groups for it to establish wildlife corri- 
dors and create a sustainable management plan. 

Since January, 91,000 kangaroos have been slaugh- 
tered in Victoria — nearly 20,000 at Puckapunyal and the 
rest in the surrounding farm areas. The slaughter was 
sanctioned by the state government, who claims that the 
kangaroos are over-breeding, face starvation and that 
the populations need to be managed. 

A communique after the action stated, "The ALF will 
continue to destroy fencing while the killing continues. " 


Activists Flood Foie Gras Wine Bar 

Individuals opposed to the foie gras industry raided 
Sonoma Saveurs on August 12. Sonoma Saveurs is a 
specialty wine bar in northern California that was under 
construction but, when open, serves the bloated duck 
and goose liver. 

Foie Gras is created by force-feeding grain through 
tubes shoved down the birds' throats until their livers are 
up to nine times their natural size. 

Sonoma Saveurs' parent company, Sonoma Foie Gras, 
kills 1,200 ducks and geese a week at its farm in Stock- 
ton, California. 

Activists caused $50,000 in damages by plugging drains 
with concrete, spray-painting slogans and flooding the 
interior of the restaurant. 

"The owner of Sonoma Foie Gras deprives the ducks 
that he tortures of water in which to preen and bathe. 
Now he'll be sure to have a swim when he opens the 
door," stated a communique following the action. 

In July, two of the three business partners of Sonoma 
Saveurs, Laurent Manrique and Didier Jaubert, had their 
homes sprayed with red paint, locks glued and cars 
covered with glass-etching fluid. Their home addresses 
were also posted on the Internet. 
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BY LlGHTFOOT 

Do you ever drag your heels when you walk? On dead 
concrete it may not matter, but in the wilderness that boot 
scrape needlessly destroys microhabitat for soil organisms, 
uproots seedlings, sends countless critters scurrying and 
leaves a trail for the cops to follow. You could be out scouting 
for that next action or slyly escaping arrest, where an 
unnoticed infiltration and swift exit may be the difference 
between celebrating with a 12-pack or serving 12 years. 

Stealth is a crucial element 
of security culture. It's also 
about living with the Earth, 
minimizing your impact and 
being unobtrusive. Learning 
to move with the rhythm of 
the Earth isn't mystical; it 
derives from knowledge car- 
ried in each of our cells. Ob- 
servation and practice are all 
that's needed. 

Know Your Body 

Observe a deer as it walks, 
lifting its feet high to avoid 
obstructions, or a cat freez- 
ing mid-stride at the first sign 
of danger. A praying mantis 
demonstrates the importance 
of a stable base and low cen- 
ter of gravity. Most people 
walk in a controlled fall. Once 
they start a step, they can't 
stop or redirect it without 
losing balance. With a little 
attention, this habit can be 
unlearned as part of your 
daily routine. 

Search the depths of your 
soul and remember the les- 
sons of more than three bil- 
lion years of history! Reawaken senses, honed by trial and 
error, which kept our ancestors alive and out of trouble 
through countless generations. Trust gut feelings or even the 
hair standing up on the back of your neck. These are other 
senses that we've allowed to deteriorate. Yoga and martial arts 
offer many useful techniques for mental and physical condi- 
tioning. Meditate, stretch and do calisthenics. 

Go slow — slow, slowly, slower. Speed is directly re- 
lated to noise. Take a deep breath to quiet your mind and 
body. Patience is all important. Be confident and alert. 
If you're the fidgety type that can't sit still for 10 


minutes, challenge yourself. Remember, you're working 
for the Earth. 

Become aware of the space your body occupies. Practice 
moving efficiently around, under and over obstacles while 
maintaining balance and staying alert to your surroundings. 
Keep your torso upright as much as possible. This is a great test 
and workout of lower body muscles. If you're stuck in the city, 
playground equipment is full of such obstacles (don't scare 
the soccer moms!). Stand near a wall and close your eyes. How 
closely can you step or reach without touching it? A Jedi's 

power flows from the Force! 
Can you duck under low ob- 
jects this way? 

The importance of physi- 
cal fitness can't be ignored. 
Although cops usually sit in 
their cruisers between big 
macs and chocolate eclairs, 
many are athletes as well, 
working out several times 
per week. Just because we 
hike, bike and eat more tofu 
doesn't mean we'll outrun 
them! If you choose to 
smoke, exercise harder to 
offset the damage. Strength- 
ening your legs dramatically 
improves stealthiness. 

Despite the infomercials, 
there's no easy path to fit- 
ness. But that doesn't mean 
it can't be fun. Black Bloc 
soccer and kickball teams 
are already forming! We 
must break the pop culture 
paradigm and do the hard 
work, 'cause when the revo- 
lution comes, there won't 
be time for training. As 
Dave Foreman writes in 
Ecodefense, "Most people on 
the other side are dreadfully out of shape, and any good 
monkeywrencher should count it a matter of professional 
pride to be in top fitness." 

After investing time to develop stealth, it would be 
stupid, not to mention embarrassing, if you were betrayed 
by clanking tools on your belt or loose change in your 
pockets. It takes only a few minutes to secure loose objects 
and stuff that can snag. Replace zippers and velcro with 
buttons; plastic wrappers with cloth. Why did you bring 
keys and coins? Safety pin a lone car or bike key inside your 
pocket. Soldiers in Vietnam kept their canteens completely 
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full or completely empty to avoid sloshing noises. If 
draining a quart of water leaves you sloshing, try sharing 
several smaller bottles with your team or use a camelback- 
type container. Synthetic clothing is noisier than natural 
fabric, although the latter leaves more fibers. 

Camouflage can help if used carefully. Military styles work 
well in certain settings but may be conspicuous in others. 
Some plaid patterns are nearly as effective and often blend 
with local fashion. Is your hairstyle or body art appropriate? 
Becoming a logger, yuppie hiker or office stiff (and acting 
the role!) can be a most effective disguise 
when you need to escape a target area, 
while providing several believable ex- 
cuses if you get caught. 

Know Your Surroundings 

Just a few millennia ago, we were the 
hunted. Remember how it felt to be food? 

We rarely ventured across open spaces, 
preferring the perimeter where cover was 
abundant. We kept a safe distance from 
danger to distort sounds and block lines 
of sight. We survived because we were 
part of our environment, hiding among 
rather than behind our surroundings. 

Notice the natural cover in your habi- 
tat. In the wild, trees, rocks, gullies and 
ridges can hide movements. Walls, land- 
scaping, vehicles or crowds work well in 
cities. Urban lights create shadows and 


glare. Practice using cover, noting directions from which 
you are hidden or visible (don't forget cameras that are 
poised to watch you from above!). Stay alert for opportuni- 
ties, such as a passing bus, that can momentarily hide an 
exposed move. Use noise from a plane or from a heavy- 
booted hiker to mask your activities. Games like hide and 
seek or capture the flag are fun ways to refine your skills. 

Have you ever walked along the edge of a pond as frogs 
that had been previously unseen bound into the water? 
Because our eyes are drawn to movement, it's often possible 
to hide in plain view simply by being still. 
Many people have eluded pursuit by imi- 
tating animals or forces of nature. Peg 
Millett escaped a FBI ambush by becom- 
ing a saguaro cactus and telling herself 
that she was invisible. Don't be too proud 
to ask Mother Nature for help. She lorows 
you're on her side! 

While there are plenty of guides to 
stealth techniques, these skills are much 
older than writing. Ultimately, the only 
way to learn is by reconnecting with 
your body and your surroundings. 
Make treading lightly part of everyday 
life. Inconspicuously step away from a 
crowd. Glide through your house with- 
out alerting roommates. Practice, prac- 
tice, practice. 

Artwork by Cameron Tomsett, 
www.tomsett.com. 



\felvet Gloves and Iron Fists: Understanding Police Strategy 


Before you pack your aloha shirt or 
hoodie and head off to protest the World 
Trade Organization ministerial summit 
in Cancun, Mexico, and the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas meeting in Miami, 
you'd be wise to evaluate how law en- 
forcement strategized to counter pro- 
tests against the June 2002 G8 Summit 
in Kananaskis, Canada. The February 
issue of The Police Chief describes a multi- 
faceted approach, which authorities 
credit with being the reason there were 
no major acts of property destruction 
and only five arrests. 

Intelligence-Led Policing 

A Joint Intelligence Group (JIG) was 
formed four months prior to the pro- 
tests. Large commercial databases, such 
as Dialog and Newscan, were used to 
provide information on specific activ- 
ists, tactics and protest planning. JIG 
information resulted in all buses full of 
protesters being identified and tracked 
en route to Ottawa. Protesters known to 
have criminal records or who "warranted 


special treatment" were identified ahead 
of time; their photos were provided to 
police on the streets. 

The Soft Hat Approach 

Police formed a Major Events Liaison 
Team (MELT) that held public meet- 
ings with protesters before the summit 
and contacted all known organizers of 
G8-related demonstrations. MELT 
members met the protest buses as they 
arrived and openly photographed all 
individuals. The MELT approach acted 
to defuse tensions while ensuring that 
would-be troublemakers were made 
aware of the likelihood of police action 
against acts of property destruction. 

No police barriers were erected be- 
fore the protests, and public parks were 
not blocked. Tactical police squads 
were kept in buses and vans close to 
the action but out of sight. 

Iron Fists 

Real-time surveillance from cameras 
mounted onto buildings and video foot- 


age from police helicopters and fixed- 
wing aircraft were sent to a command 
center and used to track demonstra- 
tors, their buses and the protests. 

To handle mass arrests, a large hold- 
ing facility was installed in a down- 
town warehouse. Its existence was 
made known to the public and pro- 
testers to serve as a deterrent. The 
message was simple: You are welcome 
to protest, but illegal activities will 
result in swift action. 

In Ottawa, protest routes were satu- 
rated with plain-clothes cops and com- 
munication specialists who provided 
tactical information about those at- 
tempting to engage in illegal acts. 
Uniformed police followed anyone 
who spun off from the main protest, 
presumably to carry out acts of prop- 
erty destruction. 

Police contained a "snake march" 
that they believed was the main focus 
of planned protest violence, success- 
fully leaving the only act of vandalism 
as the burning of a garbage bin. 
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Mass Resistance to 
the Corporate 
Takeover of Food 


Bustiri 


by Patrick Reinsborough 


For five days in June, Sacramento, Califor- 
nia, became an unlikely frontline in the ongo- 
ing clash between the Bush administration's 
imperial agenda and the movements demand- 
ing democracy, justice and ecological sanity. 

The occasion was the US government-spon- 
sored Ministerial Conference and Exposition 
on Agricultural Science and Technology. This 
was supposed to be an opportunity for the 
Bush administration to quietly push its corpo- 
rate agenda in the days leading up to the September World 
Trade Organization (WTO) meeting in Cancun, Mexico. 

Instead, the ministerial was countered with a week-long 
mobilization that brought together grassroots activists, 
policy experts, small farmers, democracy advocates and 
representatives of social justice movements. The mobiliza- 
tion highlighted the dangers of the technologies being 
promoted within the ministerial, such as genetic engineer- 
ing (GE), food irradiation and pesticide-intensive farming. 
The largest march had nearly 5,000 people, making it the 
largest demonstration against GE and industrial agricul- 
ture in US history. 

A series of creative and strategic actions ranged from teach- 
ins, marches and guerrilla theater to an affinity group-based 
mass action to "greet and disrupt" the start of the ministerial. 

Forest activists launched a campaign against Interna- 
tional Paper, one of the most prominent funders of GE trees. 
They also carried out a powerful banner hang at University 
of California Davis, where three forest defenders locked 
down inside the Life Sciences building. As part of Cascadia 
Summer, the activists demanded that the university end its 
research on GE trees. 

Urban farmers joined with guerrilla permaculturists from 
the Green Bloc to occupy and replant a community garden 
slated for destruction. The Pagan Bloc paraded through the 
streets with a "moveable feast," giving away free organic 
food. In a protest against genetic tampering, 50 naked, 
mud-smeared Earth spirits writhed through the streets. 


Activists launch a campaign against International Paper 


Creative theater actions like the "Attack of the Killer 
Tomatoes" provided humorous sing-alongs — "Springtime 
for G-M-Os" and "Old Monsanto had a Farm." Family 
farmers from around the US upstaged the ministerial's 
official ribbon-cutting ceremony by dumping a truckload 
of GE corn nearby. 

Throughout it all, the magnificently costumed Benefi- 
cial Bug Brigade oriented new arrivals, Food Not Bombs fed 
thousands and a crew from the Portland Independent 
Media Center helped launch the website biotechimc.org. 


Connecting the Imperial Dots 

Whereas at least 70 percent of the processed food that 
Americans eat is estimated to contain some form of genetic 
contamination, countries around the world have largely 
rejected GE food by instituting extensive product labeling, as 
well as moratoriums and import bans on GE crops. There is 
massive international resistance to the assimilation of local 
economies into the corporate-controlled global economy, 
particularly in the area of agriculture. Most dramatically, in 
early 2003, several famine-stricken countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa rejected US food aid shipments of GE corn. 

Enter the Sacramento ministerial, timed to be a key pre- 
Cancun, arm-twisting session to force-feed world govern- 
ments the US positions on "free trade" and GE food. To set 
the tone, the Bush administration made two significant 
policy announcements this Spring. First, the US delivered an 
"eat-GE-food-or-die" ultimatum by announcing that it would 
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link AIDS relief funds to Africa's acceptance of GE food. 
Shortly afterward, the US filed the long-expected WTO 
challenge to the European Union's GE food restrictions. 

Whether the Bush Administration is using the unfair 
trade rules of the WTO or starvation as a weapon, forcing 
US-controlled GE food on the world is as much a part of US 
Empire, Inc. as the ongoing military operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, the Philippines, Colombia and dozens of 
other countries (Bush even uses the same "Coalition of the 
Willing" rhetoric). The message is clear: The US govern- 
ment sees GE foods as a means for US corporations to seize 
control of the global food supply. 

Battling the Story: Whose Streets? Whose Story? 

Among the many lessons to take from Sacramento is that 
effective mass-action organizing allows us to contest power 
not just on the physical "whose streets?" level but also in the 
far more sweeping, symbolic, cultural and ideological are- 
nas. Impacting this abstract area of popular consciousness is 
the real benchmark of success. It means that we are waging 
the "battle of the story," the inevitable conflict between 
power holders and change agents to control public con- 
sciousness. Power holders strive to tell a story that discredits 
and demonizes people demanding change, while those 
working for change strive to organize actions that sound the 
alarm and awaken a compla- 
cent public. Sacramento re- 
minds us that even when we 
can't control the streets, we 
can still contest the story. 

Sacramento was a snapshot 
of the future police state. A 
thousand officers in state-of- 
the-art riot gear — courtesy of 
a generous Homeland Secu- 
rity grant — insured that the 
authorities never lost control 
of physical space. The favored 
police tactics utilized were in- 
timidation, harassment and 
pre-emptive containment, in- 
cluding repeatedly surround- 
ing hundreds of marchers, 
forcing them onto the sidewalk and then herding them 10- 
15 blocks back to the protest headquarters. 

However, far from crushing morale or limiting the effec- 
tiveness of the action, in many ways the mobilization was 
able to effectively use the police state backdrop. The power 
holders can't play both the "move along, nothing to see here" 
routine and simultaneously militarize a city without creating 
cognitive dissonance in the general public. 

The police state justified its use of force with the usual fear- 
mongering propaganda — repetitive images of the same 
smashed Seattle window. When demonstrators responded 
to police provocation with tactical discipline, creativity and 
humor, the public was forced to entertain the implicit story 
that the ministerial was both significant and sinister. 

The next step in waging the battle of the story was the 
showdown between the messengers. After all, believable 
story telling relies on sympathetic characters. The power 
holder's main messenger was Secretary of Agriculture Ann 


Veneman, with a background chorus of self-promotional 
corporate "experts" on development. Inside the ministerial, 
they explained to the corralled press that corporate globaliza- 
tion will feed Africa and help family farmers. Meanwhile, 
outside in the streets were the aforementioned Africans and 
family farmers, denouncing the biotechnology industry as 
"genetic conquistadors" and the ministerial as a thinly veiled 
attempt to push US control of the global food supply. Wire 
stories ran about the growing opposition to GE within the US. 

With the streets full of other sympathetic messengers — 
soccer moms, ex-genetic engineers, economists, environ- 
mentalists, farm workers, chefs and local residents — we see 
a movement with the power to win the battle of the story. 

Toward a Global Ecology Movement 

The call to protest the ministerial was endorsed by more 
than 1 30 groups around the world including Via Campesina, 
a network of campesino, peasant and small farmer groups 
representing approximately 400 million people! This back- 
drop of agrarian resistance helped to reframe GE as not just 
a single-issue problem but rather as part of the broader 
assault on ecosystems and sustainable communities. By 
successfully linking GE to the WTO, corporate globaliza- 
tion and US empire, the mobilization provided an impor- 
tant opportunity for Earth-centered activists to stand in 

solidarity with popular 
movements worldwide. 

One group that deserves 
great credit for pushing this 
powerful framing is the In- 
stitute for Social Ecology's 
Biotechnology Project, who 
not only provided a sys- 
temic, ecological critique 
but also threw almost all of 
its limited resources into on- 
the-ground organizing. 

Sacramento, much like 
last year's Eco-Bloc at the 
World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund ac- 
tions in Washington, DC, 
showed the potential for ar- 
ticulating an Earth-centered analysis of globalization to a 
wide audience. Already these times of resource wars, 
hypocrisy and imperial chauvinism are exposing the 
doomsday trajectory of the corporate global economy. 

What if we were to continue reframing our issues to build 
stronger connections with land-based people's movements 
around the world? What if we organized more effectively 
around life's basics — land, food, sovereignty? Imagine a 
truly global ecology movement that united Cascadian 
treesitters with small farmers from Iowa, Brazil and Africa. 
Perhaps that would be a movement with the power to 
stand up to empire, resist corporate capitalism and truly 
put the Earth first. 

Seeds were planted in Sacramento. More will be planted in 
Cancun and at the Free Trade Area of the Americas protests 
in Miami. Let's work to make sure that they bloom and grow. 

Patrick Reinsborough is a San Francisco-based direct action 
organizer and coordinator of the smartMeme project. 



Guerrilla gardening at the Mandella Community Garden 


September-October 2003 Earth First! Page 33 


We’d Rather Run Naked than Eat Biotech 


by James John Bell 

T.H.O.N.G. (Topless Humans Organized for Natural Ge- 
netics) protested the use of genetically engineered ingredi- 
ents at the Kraft Foods-sponsored "Fun Run" in Chicago, 
Illinois, on July 13. The run, which was the kick-off event 
for the Institute of Food Technologists' annual meeting, 
marked the beginning of a long couple of weeks for the 
biotechnology industry. 

More than a dozen THONG runners, totally naked ex- 
cept for their signature thongs, sprung out of the bushes at 
the start of the five-kilometer run. THONG men and 
women took the food industry executives by surprise — 
many of whom couldn't avoid reading the anti-biotech 
body paint on their beautiful, naked bodies. 

Concerned citizens held signs and formed a gauntlet 
along the race route across from Chicago's Buckingham 
Fountain. Some THONG runners, tired after about two 
kilometers (and wary of the bug-eyed cops in the circling 
squad cars on Lake Shore Drive), joined in the gauntlet. 

Together, they asked Kraft employees running in the 
race to stop using genetically engineered ingredients, 
which are widely regarded as inadequately tested and 
potentially hazard- 
ous to human health 
and the environ- 
ment. Chicago-based 
Kraft is the largest 
food company in the 
US and one of the 
largest distributors 
of genetically engi- 
neered foods. 

"Just as Kraft has re- 
cently taken steps to 
protect public health 
by reformulating some 
of its products," said 
Genewise member 
Christine Phillips, "it 
needs to stop pushing 
a variety of untested 
genetically engineered 
foods on our kids." 

Phillips greeted run- 
ners at the finish line 
along with a giant 
walking box of Kraft 
"Mac & Genes," which, of course, was labeled as untested 
(and the booming voice from the box made sure the 
runners knew). 

Anti-GE activists were charged up after four days of 
actions targeting the more than 20,000 food industry execu- 
tives visiting Chicago for back-to-back conferences. They 


joined parents, students and other concerned individuals to 
call attention to the threats of genetically engineered food 
on the opening day of the 12th World Food Congress of 
Science and Technology on July 16. 

A couple dozen guerrilla theater performers showed up 

among the protest- 
ers with posters, ban- 
ners and costumes 
depicting food com- 
panies, consumers 
and farmers. The 
"goddess of plenty," 
featured as the logo 
of the World Food 
Congress, was en- 
slaved by biotech 
companies such as 
Monsanto. 

A woman dressed 
as Kraft Foods CEO 
Betsey Holden was 
chained to a biotech 
corporate villain 
representing the 
millions of dollars 
Kraft has paid for le- 
gal settlements and 
recalls due to past 
biotech blunders. 

The Chicago me- 
dia was out in force, 
and the evening 
news featured dem- 
onstrators drawing attention to the concerns 
that biotechnology will actually make global 
hunger worse, not better, and that famine is 
being used as a marketing tool by the biotech- 
nology industry and Bush administration. 

Get Naked and Go THONG! 

Genewise is a Chicago-based organization 
dedicated to resisting genetic engineering and 
promoting safe, sustainable, locally produced 
food. For more information or to get involved 
in upcoming Chicago THONG actions, visit 
genewise.org. 

Or go out and start your own THONG group! 
For more information about the national ef- 
fort calling on Kraft to stop using genetically engineered 
foods, visit www.krafty.org. 

fames John Bell (LastWizards.com) is busy organizing at the 
nano-level of our environment and culture, co-founding both 
Genewise andthememetic resistance network of the smartMeme 
project (smartMeme.com). 


Anarchists Battle 
Aliens in Nude War 

On July 14, more than 300 
Raelians (who believe life on 
Earth was created by clones of 
extraterrestrials) gathered to 
form the words "J'aime OGM" and "I 
Love GM" with their naked bodies in a 
Quebec field. 

The Raelians were striking back against 
recent nude actions against biotechnol- 
ogy, like the THONG action the day 
before and the "Bare Witness" event 
that took place in England on June 29, 
where 30 demonstrators gathered fully 
naked to form the words "No GMOs." 

THONG responded with the statement: 
"Raelians should stick to making crop 
circles and stop cloning our actions." 
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Flying Rutabagas Pedal Against the Winds of Genetic Engineering 


by the Flying Rutabaga Cycle Circus 

This Spring, circus performers, bike fanatics, activists 
and various other sundry citizens set out across the cornbelt 
to put up a food fight with the biotechnology industry- 
including corporations such as Arthur Daniels Midland, 
Novartis and Monsanto — while at the same time promot- 
ing organic farming and people-powered transportation. 

The Flying Rutabaga Cycle Circus, numbering more than 
25 folks, is composed of members of the Puppetual Motion 
Cycle Circus, Liberty Cabbage Theatre Revival, Bikes Across 
Borders and other clown coalitions. The cycle circus' tour 
featured puppet shows, skits, radical cheers, clowning, jug- 
gling and songs to educate people about the production of 
one of modern technologies newest weapons of mass de- 
struction: frankenfoods. 

Flying Rutabaga Cycle Circus' shows, dealing with vari- 
ous issues of agribusiness and the consumer car culture, 
were designed to be both educational and entertaining. 
Songs and skits were all created to be easily digestible, 
focusing on the struggles of small farms today and the fight 
against the consumerist society. 

In spite of good intentions, these 
clowns on bikes must have threatened 
someone. Before the rutabagas de- 
parted St. Louis, Missouri, they were 
arrested prior to the World Agricul- 
tural Forum (see£F//July-August 2003). 

Charges of riding bikes without a li- 
cense and occupying a condemned build- 
ing were used to falsely arrest the troop. 

Due to the setback the arrests caused, the 
cycle circus was not able to make its 
original destination — the annual Bio- 
technology Industry Organization 
conference in Washington, DC. 

Instead, with a few minor route ad- 
justments, and a few more hills, the 
caravan traveled through Illinois, Indi- 
ana, Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania and New York— more than 1,000 
miles on bicycles — promoting healthy 
food and sustainable transportation. 

In all of the towns the cycle 
circus passed through, the bikes 


alone — with their handcrafted trailers — were a spectacle, 
garnering the attention of motorists, other bicyclists and 
pedestrians who slowed to watch. The costumes, street 
theater and crazy, mutant bikes sparked people's interest 
and opened the door to conversation about the 
biodevastation caused by the biotechnology industry. 

The bicycle caravan stopped in small towns and had the 
honor of talking to organic farmers, as well as industrial 
farming operators, and learned about their struggles and 
concerns with the biotechnology giants looming over 
them. It seemed like everyone had something important to 
tell the rutabagas about what life is like living with biotech. 

Performances were held at a variety of venues, ranging 
from cable access television programs, farmers' markets, art 
festivals and college campuses to spontaneous street corner 
puppet shows. The rutabagas were even fortunate enough to 
spend several days at the Eastern Forest Defense Camp in 
Athens, Ohio, doing a dinnertime show and holding work- 
shops about street theater skills (see article page 28). 

The cycle circus has demonstrated that creating awareness 
while making activism pro-active and fun is possible, and it 
doesn't have to be super tricky or costly. Along the journey, 
gracious hosts and an abundance of love, community, oppor- 
tunity and yummy organic food met the rutabagas. In ex- 
change for food and camping space, the cycle circus helped 
out small organic farmers along the way. Bike trailers 
were constructed out of recycled materials, and 
bike panniers were fashioned out of old chloro- 
plast signs and recycled food containers. 
Bikes and trailers, powered by bodies fu- 
eled by food, carried all the food, show, 
shelter and personal items. 

The rutabagas promise future 
cycle circus tours and hope to 
inspire other puppeteers, clowns, 
cyclists, storytellers and able bod- 
ies to start their own clown coa- 
litions and take to the streets to 
ride for clean air, social and envi- 
ronmental justice and, of course, 
cultural change! 

For more information, contact 
the Flying Rutabaga Cycle Circus, 
cyclecircus@riseup.net; 
www.cyclecircus.org. 
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Days Hopeful and Radiant 

The Miami Call to Action Against 
the FTAA Ministerial 


I t ^ le ^ ree Trade Area °f 

u the Americas (FTAA) ne- 

» SjpK ' Is cas business Forum will 

pj be held in Miami, Florida. 

™ Trade ministers from 34 
nations in the Western 
Hemisphere and their closest commerce-inclined friends 
will descend on the city for a week of business and 
pleasure: the business of advancing industrial capitalism's 
parasitic agenda and the pleasure of getting away with it. 

Did Someone Say "Free Trade?" 

The FTAA expands the corporate free trade policies of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to encom- 
pass the entire Western Hemisphere. It is an integral part 
of the logic of capitalist globalization: generating profits 
while accelerating the loss of workers' rights, decreasing 
wages, the triumph of corporate agribusiness over family 
and subsistence farms, environmental degradation, the 
displacement of indigenous peoples and the privatization 
of industries. 

iNosotros Decimos No! 


This is the context for November. Residents of the 
poorest large urban center in the US will foot a good 
portion of the estimated $ 1 6 million it will cost to host the 
meetings. Further, they will be asked to patiently bear the 
militarization of the city's downtown — miles of barri- 
cades, disruption of public transportation, movement re- 
strictions and columns of roving paramilitaries — while the 
international elite go about the high-stakes business of 
negotiating details that will impact the lives of everyone in 
the hemisphere. 

This is where we come in. 

305, Take It to the House! 

This is the invitation that you and 800 million of your 
friends have been waiting for. We are calling for creative, 
decentralized, autonomous actions in response to the min- 
isterial in November. Some of the immediate goals: 

•Delay, disrupt and topple the FTAA meetings. 

•Bury the city's hopes for a flawless ministerial and its 
plans to permanently house the FTAA Secretariat. 

•Engage in the globalization debate so that our actions 
resonate across the hemisphere. 

Make no mistake, Miami Police Chief John Timoney (of 
Republican National Convention 2000 fame) is gearing up 
for a conflict the likes of which this city has never seen. It 
is important that we begin preparing now, forming tight 


NAFTA and the Zapatista uprising in Chiapas, Mexico, 
arrived simultaneously on the world stage in 1994 — the 
former to destroy communities for the sake of profits; the 
latter to reintroduce Mexico to its indigenous glory and 
inspire further resistance. Subsequent years saw a revival of 
popularly organized, independent struggles to resist free- 
market regimes. From the efforts of the Brazilian Movimento 


affinity groups, mobilizing our communities and round- 
ing up legal, medic and media resources. Out-of-town 
guests should understand that the activist infrastructure 
here is extremely limited; self-sufficiency is key. To that 
end, for the benefit of orienting affinity groups for their 
Miami action planning, monthly statements will be re- 
leased with the latest developments in the city's security 


dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra and the struggles against 
water privatization in Cochabamba, Bolivia, to the 2001 
rebellion in Argentina and the response in Ecuador to the 
most recent round of FTAA negotiations in October 2002 — 
people of the hemisphere have spoken in a decisive voice 
of opposition. Now, all eyes are upon us. 

Mobilize for Miami 


plans and other pressing concerns. 

As the lone anti-capitalist, non-hierarchical and anti- 
authoritarian elements active in the South Florida mobili- 
zation, we encourage civil disobedience, direct action and 
logistical support groups to get in touch so that our efforts 
will be coordinated. Our task: roll out the welcome mat. 
Your task: be bold, creative, strategic and unprecedented. 

La lucha es larga y ellos son muchos, pero nosotros somos 


Miami is a steaming crockpot of vibrant cultures and 
ethnicities, but the division among classes and races is stark 
and deep. Yes, it is a tropical hub of international commerce, 
but poverty is rampant and social exclusion is pervasive. 
Yes, the issues relevant to the lives of residents are common 
throughout the hemisphere, but Miami was also home to 
the largest pro-war, pro-Bush demonstrations in the US. 


muchos mas. Siempre seremos muchos mas. 

Come to Miami in November. History beckons you. 
Perhaps paradise awaits... 

For more information, contact n20@hushmail.com; 
www.ftaaresistance.org, www.stopftaa.org. 

— 800 Million vs. 34 Coalition, Running Dogs of Global 
Justice and the FTAA Wrecking Crew 
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A Snapshot of Free Trade’s Environmental Impacts 

by Jason Tockman 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) and Free Trade Area of the Americas Qjj Road tO IVIiaiTll 
(FTAA) are constructed to maximize the rights and profits of multinational 

corporations while reducing or eliminating public policy tools and regulations FTAA Southeast Speaking Tour 

that constrain them. Under the free trade ideology, environmental protections 

are impediments to be minimized, falling into broad categories called "non- Throughout the month of Octo- 
tariff measures" or "barriers to trade." These trade rules remove the dialogue her and leading up to the Free 

about environmental standards — such as forest protection laws — from the Trade Area of the Americas minis- 

public domain, where we, as citizens, can seek to influence the outcome. terial summit in Miami, speakers 

Instead, decisions about our countries' levels of environmental protection are from Chile, Mexico and the US 

turned over to secret tribunals of "trade experts," typically with no environ- will be on tour to expose the perils 

mental expertise. °f expanding the North American 

Among the most significant threats posed by the WTO and FTAA are: F ree Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to 

•Corporate challenges to environmental laws. Mirroring Chapter 11 of the the entire Western Hemisphere. 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), rules may be adopted to allow A member of the Mapuche tribe in 

foreign companies to file lawsuits over domestic environmental regulations if Chile will showcase how 30 years of 

those laws diminish company profits. With NAFTA, these rules have led to the "fr ee trade" policies have led to the 

elimination of environmental standards and the payment of multi-million demise of their tribe's sustainability 

dollar fines. and that of the surrounding temper- 

•Elimination of environmental policy tools. Strategies for environmental and ate rainforest. Testimony from Mexi- 

forest protection are being sized up to determine whether they constitute overly can farmers will highlight how they 

burdensome barriers to trade. Among the policy tools we could lose are: (a) eco- h ave suffered disproportionately 

labels indicating environmental criteria about a product, (b) certification schemes under NAFTA's regressive agricultural 

ensuring a product was produced in an ecologically sustainable manner and (c) policies. Plus, activists from the US 

government standards for green purchasing of products made from wood. will discuss how NAFTA has repeat- 

•Assault on international environmental agreements. The WTO is currently e< Tly been a disaster for labor and 

deliberating its relationship with international (multi-lateral) environmental environmental protections, 
agreements (MEAs). Soon, the WTO may choose to limit the measures allow- F° r a four schedule or to organize 
able under MEAs, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity, Convention a presentation in your community, 

on International Trade in Endangered Species and the Montreal Protocol. contact the American Lands Alli- 

•More invasive species. Along with traded goods comes accelerated "hitch- ance, tockman@americanlands.org. 

hiking" of non-native pests that are capable of significant 
ecosystem disruption. Instead of seeking to counter 
this threat through more stringent regula- 
tions, the WTO makes it more diffi- 
cult to keep pests out. The FTAA 
would reinforce these impediments 
to controlling invasive species. 

The world's free trade funda- 
mentalists argue that these threats 
are exaggerated claims and that 
WTO and FTAA provisions ensure 
that trade will not imperil the en- 
vironment. Yet this denies the 
multitude of free trade environ- 
mental disaster stories, including 
heightened temperate rainforest 
loss in Canada, rampant and un- 
controlled pollution in Mexican 
border towns and the devastating 
impact of 30 years of free 
policies on the forests and i 
Mapuche people of Chile. 

Jason Tockman is the interne 

Alliance. 
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Fellow workers! Sharpen your stingers! It's time to swarm the state! 


Cross-pollinating the Grassroots 

• ii 
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There are plenty of stings as four bees buzz through a 
crowded high school auditorium on a Spring afternoon. 
The targets of the toxic barbs aren't the audience members, 
nor are these busy bees of the honey-making insect variety. 

These "bees," as they are known in the widening circles of 
the anti-corporate globalization movement, are the "cultural 
workers" of the Beehive Design Collective. Their stings are 
reserved for the corporate, military and cultural arms of the 
worldwide profit-driven Empire. The four young bees, two 
male and two female, are swarming around these unsuspect- 
ing students and teachers that have dared to host them as 
part of the Beehive Collective's "cross-pollination tour" to 
build grassroots resistance to corporate globalization. 

It is the magic of the Beehive Collective's popular educa- 
tion style, "picture-lectures," that has left audiences abuzz 
throughout the country. In the auditorium on this particular 
afternoon, the top of a 16-foot- 
long poster that has been printed 
on recycled soda bottle fabric is 
tacked to the wall where it meets 
the ceiling. The cloth flows down 
gracefully, spreading onto the car- 
peted floor. To the right, a large, 
wooden contraption supports 60 
separate enlargements of elements 
from the poster. 

Four bees take turns explain- 
ing the different visual compo- 
nents of the intensely detailed 
and mostly wordless poster, so- 
liciting questions and discussion 
throughout the presentation. A 
student commented afterward: "They show the big picture 
and then all the little details — that sticks in your brain a lot 
better than when there is a guy talking at the podium." 

Surprisingly unscathed by the poster's "unamerican sen- 
timents," students are often mesmerized by the intricate 
illustrations and passionate explanations in the Beehive 
Collective's presentations. Meanwhile, many teachers ap- 
pear visibly thrilled to see their students so focused on 
listening to a would-be boring discussion about economics 
and Latin American history. 

The Beehive Collective's graphics explore the many facets 
of colonialism, corporate invasion, ecological destruction 
and grassroots resistance. Pen-and-ink renditions of morphed 
machinery embody the technologies that threaten nature, 
while strikingly realistic insects are shown creatively resisting 
these forces and celebrating alternatives. Ants are the pro- 
tagonists in much of the Beehive Collective's work because 
changing society, according to a Latin American proverb 
cited by one of the bees, is "the work of ants" — tireless, 
methodical and accomplished by many nameless workers 
without the need for gums or leaders. 


The mission of the Beehive Collective finds expression in 
panoramas of complex, politically charged symbolism that 
combine echoes of Hieronymus Bosch and elements of Diego 
Rivera and the Mexican muralists. But in a major divergence 
from the work of these artists, humans do not appear in the 
Beehive Collective's imagery. As a method to avoid creating 
allegories with human-centered, stereotypical or racially bi- 
ased imagery, the bees instead use meticulously researched 
images of the flora and fauna specific to the bioregions that 
their illustrations and stories represent. 

Describing their own roles in the political situations they 
work to illuminate, the bees candidly explain, "We're young 
Americans whose imagination has been clearcut by advertis- 
ing and replaced with the homogenized, racist and imperial- 
ist images of Disney, television, video games and junk food." 

Because of this awareness, the bees have been passion- 
ately dedicated to "getting the 
story straight" in their multi- 
cultural illustrations by inter- 
viewing people as close to the 
source of the story as possible. 
They have traveled to Latin 
America to collaborate directly 
with the farmers, indigenous 
people and others affected by 
the political situation that their 
graphics detail. 

The Beehive Collective has cre- 
ated posters of several "free trade" 
blueprints for Latin America, in- 
cluding Plan Colombia and the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA). This Winter, the bees will be developing a poster 
about Plan Puebla Panama. They'll be traveling by bicycle 
throughout southern Mexico and Central America to con- 
duct interviews, present their graphics and collaborate with 
different activist groups in the region for the poster's design. 
They hope to finish the graphic in time for distribution at the 
first Latin American Social Forum in Quito, Ecuador, in 
March. Following the forum, the bees will set off on a Spring 
tour of Ecuador and Colombia, hosted by many groups from 
the Andean region that are using the graphics in their own 
organizing work. A narrative color- 
ing book version of this poster 
trilogy will be produced for 
use as an educational orga- 
nizing tool. 

Additional graphics cam- 
paigns undertaken by the Bee- 
hive Collective have addressed 
cultural homogenization and 
genetic engineering. A new 
continued on next page 


There is a tendency to want to 
simplify our message or sugar 
coat things, but you don't have to 
make it all happy-go-lucky to get 
people to stomach it. 
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continued from previous page detail between the microcosm and the macrocosm, help- 
poster is underway about the prison-industrial complex, ing to convey the complexity of biodiversity in an engag- 
which will be drawn by a team of prisoners and prison ing, memorable way. 

activists from the Pittsburgh-based Book'em Collective The Biodiversity Crossroads Mural will be a large-scale 
through mail correspondence during the next year. mosaic mural using images of giant insects and plants to 

In the three years of the Beehive Collective's existence, illustrate the history of modern agriculture, its current pres- 
more than 35,000 posters have been distributed by the sures and potential futures. This 400-square-foot design, 
bees themselves either for free or by donation, without which the Beehive Collective estimates will take eight years 
reliance on mail order or traditional distribution routes, to build, will be permanently installed throughout the exhi- 
Attempting to live up to the busy bee metaphor, one bition hall floor of the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners 
swarm of workers recently completed a seven-month Association fairgrounds. The fairgrounds receive more than 
marathon tour that in- 60,000 visitors per year 

during the "Common 
Ground Fair. " The project 
is also a creative re-use of 
waste: "We prioritize the 
use of recycled materials, 
excavating much of our 
stone from the small 
mountains of waste 
found behind countertop 
fabricators." 

This is much more than 
a mural project, as with 
the Beehive Collective's 
other graphics cam- 
paigns, the design will 
weave together the sto- 
ries and requests of many 
collaborators throughout 
the multi-year process. It 
will also help to generate 
and distribute more pub- 

for nonprofit use. They lie domain images for use 

maintain a lending library of large stage and street banners, i n the struggle against industrial agriculture, 
while downloadable, high-resolution versions of their graph- "Mosaics inspire a sense of permanence, outlasting lost 
ics and "clip art" are available on their website. civilizations and fallen empires... things we think more of us 

A bee explains, "We're working to take the 'who made it should be contemplatin' hard the way the world s going, a 
and how much did it cost?' out of art. Instead, we see bee insists. Or as one seven year old that the bees recently 
ourselves as 'cultural workers' who serve the crucial need for met at an event summed up, "Ohhh! I get it! It's all in bugs 
explanations of the complicated issues that our society faces, so that the cockroaches will know what happened when 
using more accessible formats that transcend the boundaries they dig it up in 2,000 years! It's like insect hieroglyphics! 
of language and learning styles. It's funny, we don't even call . 

what we do art; we think of it as visual communication. The The Machias Valley Grange: The Hive 
majority of our focus is on creating healthy, collaborative This year, the Beehive Collective plans to complete its 
processes in which we translate what information and ideas renovation of the historic Machias Valley Grange Hall in 
we have solicited from others into visual tools, withthehope eastern Maine, in time for its 100th anniversary. In 2001, 
that they will self-replicate and take on a life of their own." the bees purchased the hall to act as a workspace and 

community-organizing center. The grange movement, an 
The Biodiversity Crossroads Mural outgrowth of the populist movement in the late 19th 

Another image-based system that the Beehive Collective century, aimed to keep agriculture local, create farmer co- 
uses for conveying its messages is the ancient craft of hand- °P S ar >d hold off the pressures of the corporate monopo- 
cut stone mosaics. "Throughout time, stone mosaic murals hes, known in those days as the "robber barons, 
have served to illustrate history," one of the bees points "The legacy of this energy is very much present in the 
out, "however, due to its labor-intensive qualities, the craft building and often gives us chills, " a bee explains excitedly, 
has become extremely rare." "This history, like much of the amazing labor movements 

Every Summer, the hive hosts several mosaic apprentices °f that time, has been ignored by textbooks, stolen from 
who learn to create remarkable detail through contour and our collective consciousness and is what stokes our fires for 
grout lines, even conveying the textures of fur, feathers the huge mosaic mural project we are undertaking! 
and scales on the creatures they create. Mosaics have the Since moving in, the Beehive Collective has become a 
fascinating ability to communicate the vast orchestra of steward for these traditions by restoring and re-opening 


eluded 160 presentations 
and workshops at high 
schools, colleges, farm- 
ers markets, after-school 
programs and commu- 
nity centers throughout 
the US. At large mobili- 
zations, members of this 
decentralized collective 
can often be spotted us- 
ing their squads of bike 
cart "pollination units" 
for efficient distribution. 

Copyright vs. "the 
Commons" 

Anti-copyright is central 
to the Beehive Collective 
ethos. The bees encourage 
free reproduction and cir- 
culation of their graphics 
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the grange as a vibrant community space. Free weekly 
open-mics, concerts, dancing, films and discussion groups 
are also hosted in the grange. 

In August 2002, a big reunion was held with the local 
grangers. After an 80-person, multi-generational potluck in 
the dining hall, elders were helped upstairs to the ballroom, 
where all the original furniture, props and piano were ar- 
ranged for the ritual and meeting. The bees had dug up some 
old grange songbooks to find an- 
thems that would highlight their 
mutual politics . After a fiery speech 
from the grangemaster about how 
"this generation of young people 
fighting corporations are the care- 
takers of the Earth," the crowd spent that very emotional 
night singing together. Grangers from all around the region 
and about 20 ant-archists... sigh... 

Outsiders might wonder whether this group of intensely 
political, and often funny-lookin', artist-activists are well 
received by the surrounding population of mostly poor, 
rural Mainers. The bees are quick to point out that their 
neighbors are friendly and frequently share their opinions 
on sustainable agriculture and globalization, because these 
issues are highly pertinent to the regional economy. Liveli- 
hoods in the area are almost entirely based on wildcrafting — 


be it lobsters, fish, clams, trees, blueberries or Christmas 
wreaths. Most of these industries have collapsed due to 
over-harvesting and international economic pressures. 

As one of the bees explains, "The devastating effects of 
'free trade' o a rural Maine's economy and environment are 
highly evident, and the awareness most folks have of this 
often makes it easy for us to connect to our neighbors on 
a political level. Thus far, people are excited and supportive 

of our endeavors.” 

This support was recently dem- 
onstrated when, returning to the 
grange after months away on 
their cross-pollination tour, the 
bees found an anonymous note 
pinned to the front door, bearing a simple message: "We 
love what you do!" 

For their upcoming Fall (East Coast; focused on building 
for the November mobilizations against the FTAA meetings 
in Miami) and Winter (West Coast) US tours, the swarm will 
be traveling in their new cross-pollination unit — a diesel 
van converted to run on used vegetable oil. Contact the bees 
to inquire about luring the swarm to come your way. 

For more information, contact the Beehive Design Collec- 
tive, 3 Elm St, Machias, ME 04654; (207) 255-6737; 
graphics@beehivecollective.org; www.beehivecollective.org. 


The bees are creating imagery for 
use as effective organizing tools. 
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by Faith Walker 

After 1 5 years of sucking on root- 
lets, some cicadas rise from the Earth 
swathed in stunning black and or- 
ange lace and launch into a frenzy 
of seduction and subterfuge. Such a 
simultaneous, local event involves 
several species of the genus 
Magicicada and a cast of millions, 
all bent on mating after their 
lengthy, chaste, subterranean ex- 
istence. Males sing-fly, meaning 
they belt out short songs inter- 
spersed with fleeting flights. The 
chorus is deafening, so much so 
that a frequency downslur has 
evolved at the tail end of these 
songs to enable females to detect 
nearby suitors. 

If a female feels the magic, she 
responds with a well-timed wing- 
flick, which is species specific. The 


male recognizes this and a duet 
ensues — during which he ap- 
proaches the object of his desire, 
making first contact with a vi- 
brating foreleg. This invariably 
results in copulation, although 
if he's very unlucky she'll wing- 
flick him away. The courting 
male deals with the arrival of a 
rival during these critical mo- 
ments by jamming his downslur. 

He buzzes precisely over his 
competitor's slur so that his 
Dulcinea is unaware of the rival's 
presence. The rival is oblivious 
because he's partly deafened by 
his own calls. 

And so it is that the female comes 
to sport a white seminal plug, the 
male rejoins the competitive cho- 
rus, eggs are laid on branches, every- 
body dies after a few weeks of 
vibrant sexual glory, and larvae rain 



to the Earth to nurse a root for the 
next 15 years. Among insects this is 
one of the most complex pair-form- 
ing systems, one in which multi- 
component signals evolved in order 
to facilitate mating in an enormous 
raucous chorus. 
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The Rhizome Collective 

New Frontiers in Urban Sustainability 


by Skott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew * 

Rhizome: a lateral, underground root system, sending out 
above-ground shoots to form a vast network. Difficult to uproot. 

Imagine a vision of the future where cities are not 
seething megalopolises of pollution and alienated living. 
Instead they are mosaics of interconnected neighbor- 
hoods where citizens have turned former concrete can- 
yons and blighted brownfields into lush zones of vitality 
and living gardens. 

A future where 
people have re- 
claimed the means 
of food production 
and communities 
mutually aid one 
another, working si- 
multaneously for 
social justice and 
sustainability. 

At the Rhizome 
Collective, we are 
sprouting a seed of 
this hopeful vision. 

Our roots are 
planted deeply in a 
9,400-square-foot 
warehouse on the 
east side of Austin, 

Texas. We are a nine- 
member collective 
that makes decisions 
using the consensus 
process. For the past 
two years, we have been working to create a center for 
community organizing and action, educational resources 
for skillshares and a demonstration model for urban 
sustainability. It is our goal to empower people to live 
autonomously — having control over basic needs of food 
production, water security, energy production, waste man- 
agement, transportation, health care and education. 

The center for community organizing includes: Food Not 
Bombs, the Juniper Holistic Health Care Resource Center, an 
Art and Revolution area to make puppets and banners for 
political demonstrations, a children's space, a stage for ben- 
efit concerts and a goods exchange site called the "Free Store. " 

The Rhizome Collective houses the Inside Books Project, 
a group that distributes free literature to the incarcerated 
population in Texas. Bikes Across Borders, a project that 
maintains a community bike shop and sends repaired 
bicycles to Cuba, as well as to the maquiladora workers at 
the factories on the US/Mexico border, is also based here. 


As an educational center, we encourage the use of our space 
for members of the community to host free skillshare classes. 
We hope this will empower both teachers and students, while 
working to break down the hierarchical barriers that exist in 
the typical setting between teacher, student and administra- 
tor. This year, we received funding from the City of Austin for 
our Free Skool for the Arts program, which offers volunteer- 
taught art classes to the community. 

The Rhizome Collective space is becoming a model 

for techniques and 
tools that reduce 
people's ecological 
impact. Replicable, 
urban, sustainable 
design necessitates a 
unique approach to 
planning. Limiting 
factors include the 
shortage of horizon- 
tal space and low in- 
come levels. Our 
emphasis is placed 
on developing tech- 
niques that can be 
applied at low or no 
cost with minimal 
technical expertise. 
Utilizing "waste" 
materials is impor- 
tant; these are a 
city's most abun- 
dant local resource. 

Some of the tech- 
niques we feature in- 
clude: rainwater collection systems, miniature constructed 
wetlands for wastewater treatment, raised-bed organic 
gardening, worm composting, passive solar water heating, 
chicken raising, degraded soil remediation and rebuilding, 
medicinal gardening, building with earth and salvaged 
materials, edible landscaping, small pond construction, 
aquatic polyculture and windmill-powered water pumps. 

When we first acquired the property, it was a burned out 
shell. What is now our courtyard was then an asphalt 
parking lot. Many people doubted that we could turn this 
degraded piece of land into an active community space 
with gardens guided by permaculture principles. Yet after 
two years of hard work, we are visibly closer to our goals. 

One of our first steps was to tear up the asphalt. It had 
created an impermeable barrier between the subsoil and 
the air above. A mattock and rockbar tore it up much easier 
than we had anticipated. Underneath was a rock-hard layer 
of limestone roadbase. Instead of removing the limestone, 



The front of the Rhizome Collective, with its bicycle wheel trellis 
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we opted to create soil on top of it. Luckily, there is a tree- 
trimming business down the street, which provides an 
endless source of mulch. Several dump truck loads of 
mulch have by now turned into inches of courtyard soil. 
The Summer heat, which had been trapped by the pave- 
ment, now dissipates much more quickly. We then began 
planting fruit trees and building garden beds. 

Alternative construction and living possibilities are 
often greatly limited 
in cities by strict zon- 
ing regulations. For 
instance, zoning regu- 
lations in Austin pro- 
hibit the use of any but 
the most expensive 
composting toilets. To 
use a simple humanure 
sawdust toilet would 
bring the wrath of the 
health department 
down upon us. It is a 
continual, and ironic, 
frustration that so 
many nutrients and 
biomass are lost from 
our system to the sewer 
lines. In order to cre- 
ate a closed-loop sys- 
tem, it is essential to 
return the nutrients 
derived from the land 
back to it in the form 
of composted waste. 

We are attempting to engineer a low- 
cost, code-approved composting toi- 
let that could do this. Not only would 
it serve us, but it would create a 
replicable precedent for others. 

Rainwater harvesting is another es- 
sential component to any permaculture 
system, especially an urban one. Cities 
compete for water rights while millions 
of gallons wash off of parking lots and 
rooftops. This water, which would nor- 
mally be allowed to slowly infiltrate 
into aquifers, is mixed with gas spills, 
sewage effluent and garbage, ending up 
either in the sewers or polluting water- 
ways. If people collected rainwater off 
their rooftops, they would have a free 
source of non-chlorinated water. Rain- 
water-collection systems can be made 
by recycling food-grade barrels from bakeries or from 
homebrewing supply stores. City rain may potentially con- 
tain higher levels of some pollutants, but it is still safer than 
most cities' tap water. Collecting water can also combat the 
growing practice of water privatization. Many US cities are 
already in the process of selling their water systems to 
private corporations. 

Our chickens are one part of the multi-functional recy- 
cling system we have. They hunt and forage for insects and 


seeds. They collect those nutrients and transform them 
into a neatly packaged and digestible egg. Cities are fine 
places for raising chickens. Many of the predators that are 
found in the wild are not as prevalent in cities, although in 
Austin we do have a high concentration of opossums. 
Neighbors who are upset by the noise can be easily placated 
with fresh eggs. 

Two unused lots border the Rhizome Collective's space. 
One is a field covered with a nearly impervious 
hardpan. The soil quality itself is questionable 
since it borders an auto salvage lot and is 
possibly contaminated. In response, we are 
building a healthy layer of soil on top of it. We 
regularly intercept curbside bags of leaves and 
spread the contents across the field. Slowly, 
this, combined with the constant scratching 
and tilling by our free-range chicken friends 
and occasional watering, has created several 
inches of soil in a section of the field. 

Our dream is to revitalize these fields. In 
place of abandoned, degraded lands, we 
see community-supported agricultural 
projects, eco-villages and appropriate tech- 
nology training centers, green playgrounds 
and community congregation sites. We are 
in the process of forming a coalition to 
begin a capital campaign to realize this dream. 
In order to bring food production back 
into the cities, it is essential that we devise 
inexpensive means of remediating contami- 
nated and damaged soils. We are researching 
and developing those skills here. 

It is projected 
that in the next 20 
years, the world's 
population will be- 
come 51 percent 
urban. City dwell- 
ers are often blind 
to their ecological 
impacts. Food and 
water just appears, 
and the effects of 
over-consumption 
are hidden. We 
need to begin de- 
veloping methods 
for sustainable ur- 
ban dwelling. It is 
both our responsi- 
bility and obliga- 
tion to shape and 
build our communities in ways that will benefit us and 
future generations. 

For more information, contact the Rhizome Collective, 
300 Allen St, Austin, TX 78702; (512) 385-3695; 
www.rhizomecollective.org. 

Skott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew are both members of the 
Rhizome Collective, where they reside most of the year. They are 
currently writing a book about building low-tech, sustainable, 
autonomous urban communities. 



Miniature-scale constructed wetlands system 



Windmill built with recycled bicycle parts 
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Down and 
Dirty: 


Ecological 
Restoration as 
Direct Action? 


BY Sl'Ull, 

During the Winter rains, the rich 
riparian bottom of Green Gulch 
Creek would erupt through its ce- 
ment prison. Despite years of re- 
pression, the creek remained true to 
its nature, striving to wander the 
valley. In the 1 940s ranchers cleared 
out its deciduous overstory and 
diverted the creek’s water into a 
cement culvert. At one time, coho 
salmon struggled up Green Gulch's 
Winter flow like they still do in 
adjoining Redwood Creek — whose 
watershed is almost entirely 
protected by county and national 
parks near. San Irancisco, California. 

Kach revitalizing Winter storm 
seemed to be a reassurance that the 
work we were doing in the creek 
bed — attempting to restore it to a 
mere fraction of its former natural 
beauty and health — was supported. 
I bis wasn’t an effort that simply 
required the removal of concrete 
and the replanting of native creek 


species. The most severe and pressing 
problem we faced was the invasion of 
a feisty plant from South Africa, 
commonly known as German ivy. 
The ivy's reproductive tenacity is 
legendary — a genetic scientist's wet 
dream if wedded in the right comho. 
German ivy smothers and kills native- 
vegetation and is toxic to native fish 
and amphibians, l ess than two inches 
of rhizome can root and regenerate, 
making its eradication difficult and 
labor intensive. 

Despite these ockls, we pressed on 
with our work. We had a newfound 
intimacy with the land that could not 
be experienced at a distance, hut only 
up close, down and dirty. The adjoin- 
ing creeks became the veins that trav- 
eled between the knuckles of our 
hands. In our minds, we were now 
part of the surrounding ridges. 


I hroughamell, touch, sight, sound 
and even a little taste, we were part 
of a restoration project that in the 
long run probably served us more 
than the struggling creek. The 
primitivist quarrels with the realist 
in me when I question whether this 
feel-good action was just one more 
concession to my guilty species. 

It is rare to find a place on Faith 
that has not been impacted or is not 
controlled in some way by humyns. 
On US public lands, contractors art- 
hired to use chainsaws to create 
nesting holes in trees, platforms art- 
raised for osprey nests and fish art- 
farmed anti released. The cycles of 
life have been interrupted — fire is 
suppressed, water is dammed, 
beaches leveled, hillsides supported, 
forests thinned and wind harnessed. 
Weooh-and-ah over wilderness, but 
even it's managed, including the 
charismatic megafauna that inhabit 
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it. The adage "Love it or Leave It 
Alone" has been overwhelmingly 
ignored, and humyns have carried 
out our centuries-old habit of 
domesticating environments in a 
process that geographer Alfred Crosby 
calls "ecological imperialism." 

When it comes to the element of 
humyn manipulation, it is hard to see 
any difference between a biotic 
community that has been destroyed 


beneficial legume that fertilizes and 
breaks up the soil but is extremely 
difficult to eradicate. And then, of 
course, one can top off the discussion 
with a lively debate on the humyn's 
role in the natural world — particularly 
the cowbird of the humyn species, 
those with European ancestry living 
in North America. 

My wild child's fur ruffles with the 
thought of forming an ethical 


the most empowering to me, I 
wouldn't dissuade anyone from tak- 
ing part in more institutional forms 
of ethical restoration. 

Many people feel helpless in the face 
of environmental destruction and 
social injustice. Because restoration 
involves bringing a diversity of life 
back to degraded ecosystems, it 
supports the intrinsic power of nature 
to heal itself. It is, by necessity, site 


"Every person who ever had a plan to do anything, laid his plan before others and won 
their cooperation to do it with him — without going to external authorities to please do 
the thing for them — was a direct actionist. All cooperative experiments are essentially 
direct action." 

— Voi.TAIRINE Dl C LEY RE, 1 9 II I CENTURY ANARCHO-EEM1NIST 


by resource extraction and an eco- 
system that has been restored to 
appear natural. This is the case par- 
ticularly when the restoration pro- 
cess uses large Earth-moving ma- 
chinery, herbicides like Roundup 
and other inappropriate tools of 
expediency are used. 

It is interesting to hear the 
arguments that flare up when people 
see injustice in the killing or removal 
of a non-native species, like the 
Australian eucalyptus, for the survival 
of a native one. Sparks fly, especially, 
when it comes to animals — such as 
feral bullfrogs, pigs or turkeys. 
Another controversy is the embracing 
of non-native plants. One example is 
the dominatrix scotch broom, a 


restoration policy, particularly when 
there are almost-wild places that need 
our protection and attention. Still, 
restoration can be another form of 
direct action at the point of 
destruction when undertaken in its 
most anti-authoritarian form. 

Many campaigns have seen forest 
folk ripping up roads then planting 
native vegetation in the free state. 
Caravans have headed out into 
national forests to aid in the 
rewilding of decommissioned roads. 
Urban guerrilla restorationists have 
worked in the open culverts of former 
creeks — planting native willow 
cuttings, ripping-up concrete and 
tossing native seed balls. While these 
forms of autonomous restoration are 


specific and demands an intimate 
knowledge of the particular ecosys- 
tem. As a result, people involved in 
restoration gain an enhanced sense of 
place and connection with the land 
they work with. 

It is a common experience that doing 
this work can help one realize the power 
they have to make a difference in the 
world. By offering a solution to at least 
some of the destruction that has been 
inflicted upon the Earth, the practice of 
ecological restoration stimulates, in- 
spires and strengthens hope in people. 
As we learn how hard it is to even 
emulate natural systems, participating 
in mutually restorative actions can only 
embolden us to fight harder for the 
irreplaceable wilds that are left. 


Healthy Forest Militia Gives Forest 


by Russ Toraytion 

We are a group of self-organized, 
anti-authoritarian, unpaid workers, 
calling ourselves the Healthy Forest 
Militia. In July, while the Healthy 
Forests Restoration Act loomed in 
the Senate, we implemented small 
diameter fuels reduction projects in 
the Klamath National Forest's Knob 
Timber Sale. 

The area was selected because of 
its close proximity to residential 
homes in Sawyers Bar, California. 
Our intention was to show that 


local volunteer workers could do a 
better job at promoting forest health 
than the US Forest Service (USFS). 

Armed with loppers and handsaws, 
we removed branches and young, 
overcrowded trees. Through guerrilla 
restoration, debris was utilized to 
provide stability on slopes where 
there was a potential for landslides. 
Brush was collected and piled on the 
road to be chipped or burned when 
the conditions permitted. Our 
objective in these tasks was to reduce 
the fuel loads on the ground. Most of 
the trees marked to be cut in the 


Service the Boot 

Knob Timber Sale were the largest 
and healthiest, while areas of dense 
brush would remain. When we left 
the site, the understory of the for- 
est was much more open, but the 
overstory was intact. 

Much of the logging that the USFS 
justifies in the proposed Healthy 
Forest Restoration Act actually in- 
creases the risk of high-intensity for- 
est fires. Industrial logging generates 
an abundance of flammable forest 
debris on the ground and the dense 
growth of small trees and bushes. It 
continued on next page 
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A Call for Ethical Ecological Restoration 


by Jake Kreilick 

During the past five years, 
forest activists working on 
both public and private lands 
in the US have recognized 
that there is an urgent need 
to restore forest ecosystems 
after decades of commercial 
logging, fire suppression, 
road building, grazing, 
mining and exotic species 
invasions. In the Winter of 
2001, a number of forest 
protection groups, activists 
and ecologists came together in Boulder, Colorado, to 
develop a national statement to guide sound ecological 
restoration projects. 

Out of the initial Boulder meeting, a steering committee of 
grassroots, regional and national conservation organizations 
was formed. This year, they met again at an ecological 
restoration conference in Ashland, Oregon, to further 
flesh out these issues. This group has worked to finalize 
the Forest Restoration Principles and Criteria, build 
alliances with restoration workers and community forest 
groups, as well as to seek endorsements from scientists, 
community groups and conservation organizations. 

Given the serious questions and ecological concerns 
generated by many proposed restoration activities, the 
principles and criteria drafted by the steering committee 
provide a critical yardstick with which to evaluate forest 
restoration. Current proposals in Congress to legislate the 
Bush administration's Healthy Forests Restoration Act are 
a great example of federal plans to implement 
environmentally destructive projects — albeit couched as 
restoration — on a national scale. 

While the debate in Congress centers on catastrophic 
wildfires and "healthy forests," restoring the ecological 


integrity of forests is about a 
lot more than simply reduc- 
ing hazardous fuels through 
thinning and logging. By in- 
cluding social and economic 
factors, the Forest Restora- 
tion Principles and Criteria 
could help to bridge the gap 
between ecological restora- 
tion — what is good for the 
land and what is within the 
capacity of respective eco- 
systems — and what's good 
for communities, workers 
and families. 

It is very important that all three methods of ecological 
forest restoration be considered — protection, passive and 
active restoration. One should not be done without the 
other. The restoration principles make it clear that eco- 
nomic incentives, which are inconsistent with improv- 
ing the ecological integrity of the landscape, must be 
eliminated. Good examples of this are the federal timber 
sale program, the grazing program and fire suppression 
policies that have fundamentally altered the structure, 
species composition and natural disturbance regimes of 
national forests. 

It is clear that the science of restoration is in its infancy. 
The results of restoring forests will not be seen for decades 
or, in some cases, centuries. Ultimately, the Forest Restora- 
tion Principles and Criteria focus on enhancing ecological 
integrity by restoring natural processes and resiliency. 

You can read the "Citizen's Call for Ecological Forest 
Restoration: Forest Restoration Principles and Criteria" at 
www.americanlands.org/restoration_principles.doc. For 
more information, contact Anne Martin, American Lands 
Alliance, (509) 624-5657; annem@americanlands.org. 

Jake Kreilick is the endangered national forest project coor- 
dinator for the National Forest Protection Alliance. 



Healthy Forest Militia 

continued from previous page 
creates the right conditions for catastrophic wildfires 
that burn hotter and for longer periods of time than 
healthy, frequent and natural fires. 

The federal government has made a mess of public 
lands management. Past old-growth liquidation logging 
practices and extensive road building have attempted to 
turn the forest into an industrial factory. It is clear to us 
that local restoration forestry crews are needed, not 
machine-intensive logging that takes the biggest trees, 
increases fire hazards and makes a few people wealthier. 

We seek to form bonds within our communities to build 
sustainable and self-sufficient relationships, both with each 
other and the environment. We challenge ourselves to find 
healthy ways to work for our communities and the ecosys- 
tems on which we depend, separate from the commands of 
Washington, DC. 


The Healthy Forest Militia believes in the revolutionary 
strategy of building dual powers. This strategy focuses 
simultaneously on opposition and reconstruction, seek- 
ing to combine these forces into a counterweight to erode 
the dominant power structure. We wish to help with 
developing popular power at the grassroots level and with 
the dismantling of top-down institutions. 

We contest the legitimacy of the state in general and 
the USFS in particular, as well as other centralized 
systems of power. We are sending out a call to chal- 
lenge hierarchical systems of power and to create 
popular self-government. We feel that all community 
members should have the opportunity to participate 
directly in making democratic decisions on all matters 
that effect their life, community and the ecosystem. 
The USFS and the Bush administration’s lack of eco- 
logical sustainability threatens all. 

This article is an excerpt from a July 12 posting on 
www.portlandindymedia.org. 
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Sizeable beauty slated for culling in the Klamath Siskiyou 


by Tulip 


Emerging from the Russian, Trinity and 
Marble Mountain wilderness areas, the majes- 
tic and undammed Salmon River is one of the 
wildest places in California. The Salmon River 
watershed contains hundreds of thousands of 
acres of unprotected and threatened roadless 
areas essential to the survival of the largest 
Chinook salmon tributary in the state, as well 
as species dependent on old-growth forests, 
such as the Pacific fisher, wolverine and north- 
ern goshawk. 

In May, as a result of several proposed timber 
harvest plans within the Salmon River and 
Klamath watersheds, the Klamath-Salmon 
Action Network (KSAN) was formed by con- 
cerned citizens and forest defenders from 
southern Oregon and northern California. 
Using direct action, corporate targeting and 
timber sale monitoring, KSAN is working to 
combat increased old growth logging and the 
Bush administration's attempts to chip away 
at environmental legislation. 

The US Forest Service's (USFS)-proposed tim- 
ber harvest plans in the Klamath National For- 
est — the Knob, Meteor and Glassups Timber 
Sales — would cut nearly 25 million board feet 
of mixed conifer forest (nearly 4,000 log trucks) 
from the forest surrounding the Salmon River. 

"If these sales go through, all that will be left 
are landslides and dead fish. Old growth log- 
ging destroys water quality, endangered species 
and the forest's natural resistance to fire. These 
sales will hurt, not help, forest health by taking 
out the fire-resistant old growth, destroying a 
rural town's drinking water and endangering 
Klamath salmon,” stated KSAN spokesperson 
Mary Posa. 

Columbia Helicopters, an international company spe- 
cializing in logging steep and unstable slopes, began oper- 
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ating in the 1,040-acre Glassups Timber 
Sale in May. Five million board feet of up 
to five-foot diameter trees were removed 
from directly above the north fork of the 
Salmon River. 

KSAN erected three treesits in Glassups, 
which lasted two weeks before the USFS 
began subjecting the treesitters to psy- 
chological harassment. Spotlights were 
utilized to disturb the treesitters, and a 
public lands closure prevented the treesits 
from being resupplied. The treesitters 
voluntarily descended and were arrested. 

In June, KSAN hosted the Salmon River 
Action Camp not far from the Glassups 
Timber Sale, in an effort to prevent the 
Knob and Meteor Timber Sales from be- 
ing sold. KSAN members accompanied 
potential buyers from the Superior Lum- 
ber Company in inspecting the Knob 
Timber Sale. Superior was informed of the treesits that 
had stalled logging at the Glassups Timber Sale, local 
opposition to old growth logging and the Environmental 
Protection Information Center's appeal that prevented 
the cutting of the sale a year earlier. 

Residents are suing the Klamath National Forest over the 
proposed Knob and Meteor Timber Sale, arguing that they 
would negatively impact water quality and put homes at a 
heightened risk of wildfire. 

The combined efforts of KSAN, residents and lawyers 
resulted in the Knob Timber Sale auction being canceled 
the day before it was to begin on June 17. The 578-acre 
timber sale would have destroyed critical habitat for the 
northern spotted owl and severely impacted migrating 
wolverine, fishers and martens that use old-growth forests 
to travel between wilderness areas. 

In early July, the strategy was repeated with the 975-acre 
Beaver Timber Sale along a tributary of the Klamath River. 
The sale included 477 acres of northern spotted owl critical 
habitat, which is also used by sensitive species as a corridor 
between the Cascade and Siskiyou Mountain ranges. 

Concerned citizens called and faxed all of the potential 
buyers, informing them of the lawsuits and the dishonesty 
of the Klamath National Forest in acknowledging opposi- 
tion to the sale. Again, a timber sale was canceled within 
hours of the scheduled auction. 

Meanwhile, the 744-acre Meteor Timber Sale remains 
on the chopping block. This sale along the Salmon 
River was created as a scientific study on the effects of 
large-scale logging on rare salamander species habitat 
and would degrade water quality in roadless areas and 
destroy wildlife corridors along the Salmon River. 

KSAN will continue to fight for the Salmon and 
Klamath River ecosystems. It is also working on sup- 
porting the Pitt River and Yurok tribes' struggle to 
protect tribal fisheries and oppose the Medicine Lake 
power plants (see EF!J March-April 2003). 

For more info. Contact KSAN, bwsisq@yahoo.com; 
Mazama Forest Defenders, 1257 Siskiyou Blvd 
#1158, Ashland, OR 97520; (541) 482-2640; 
www.mazamaforestdefense.org. 
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the 2003 EF! Round River Rendezvous... 


An Experiment in Wild Society 



Earth Firstlers frolicked among the beavers and lily pads of Lake Agnes 


by Peter Gelderloos 

The crowd of eco-defenders who 
flocked to the 2003 Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR) might be best 
described as a transplanted seedling 
putting out new roots into old soil. 

This year's rendezvous attendees were 
a predominantly young crowd, learn- 
ing retroactively about the long history 
of resistance — warrior societies, 
permaculture, direct action and con- 
sensus (none of which are new inven- 
tions) — rather than growing up as 
descendants of that history. What I 
witnessed in Minnesota suggested a radi- 
cally changing activist scene, which is 
adopting an increased emphasis on 
anarchy and anti-oppression — or at least 
is tossing around the jargon that would 
indicate such a change. 

For all the new aspects of the Earth 
First! movement, there is a strong 
interest in reconnecting to age-old tra- 
ditions of resistance and relearning 
wisdom that has been lost in the mod- 
em age. Two of the most popular work- 
shops were a plant walk, during which 
a local EF!er taught us about the area's 
edible and medicinal plants, and a talk 
by an Ojibwa chief about warrior soci- 
eties. Discussions in several workshops 
focused on the eco-harmonious ex- 
amples of hunter-gatherer and pre-pa- 
triarchal horticultural societies. 

The community that formed in July 
on the shores of Fake Agnes — deep in 
Minnesota's unpaved North — possessed 
a youthful, experimental quality. It was 


an exhilarating exercise in society build- 
ing in wild, non-hierarchical circum- 
stances. Using consensus, mutual aid 
and voluntary cooperation, we had to 
procure and prepare food (scavenging 
wasted surpluses from the nearest cities 
was the preferred method), haul water, 
reintegrate our waste (by composting, 
soundly disposing of graywater and 
maintaining latrines) and provide medi- 
cal care. We entertained ourselves (with 
music, poetry and swimming), educated 
ourselves with skillshares and workshops 
and provided security for the camp. The 
area's law enforcement didn't take too 
kindly to our presence. This could have 
been a result of complaints from local 
companies that were losing tens of thou- 
sands of dollars in heightened security 
intended to protect them from a mob 
of frothing terrorists rumored to 
be congregating nearby. 

It was, however, an 
imperfect experiment. fC 
There was difficulty in Ly 
finding volunteers for 
security shifts, and it was 
often the same few people do- 
ing the cooking, wood chopping 
and water boiling. Negative power 
structures existing in society at large, 
such as patriarchy and white su- 
premacy, also followed us into the 
woods. It would be an exaggeration to 
call the RRR a safe zone and an out- 
right lie to call it racially diverse. Nor 
was the atmosphere devoid of 
exclusivism, cliques or macho-activ- 
ist bravado. Perhaps tired of being 



alienated and ridiculed by a homog- 
enous, conformist society, radicals of- 
ten go too far to create safe spaces for 
themselves, sometimes excluding 
those who do not fit into their sub- 
culture. Instead, we should all be try- 
ing to build a broader movement 
based around radical ideas rather than 
fashions and attitudes. 

But none of these shortcomings pre- 
vented the overall sincerity and fertil- 
ity of the gathering. An anthropologist 
with a good pair of binoculars might 
have concluded the group was held 
together by a number of bonding ritu- 
als, including naked canoe rides and 
the shaving of mohawks. I think, rather, 
it was because of the rendezvous' rela- 
tively small size, the friendliness of 
those present and the great pool of 
assembled talent that manifested in a 
solid array of workshops and the fre- 
quent presence of music and poetry. 

It was an inspiring experience being 
among so many people who do not 
retain loyalties to liberal values or to 
certain myths and institutions but who 
are serious about revolution — even if 
many of us are in doubt about our 
efficacy as a movement. It was that 
combination, that earnest struggle for 
sunlight, that re-energized me. It gave 
me hope that this little seedling that is 
Earth First! might take root and grow 
into an air-cleansing, storm-enduring, 
concrete-shattering tree. 

I am already planning to go 
to next year's rendezvous in 
Maine. I look forward to 
charting our improvements, 
challenging our weaknesses 
and whetting our effectiveness 
and resolve to not back down in 
defense of the Earth. And I'm 
bringing my whole community. 

Or at least as many as can fit in the 
back of an old, hitchhiker-friendly 
Volkswagen going northbound on I- 
81. See you there. 

As the 2003 RRR was his first ren- 
dezvous, Peter cannot compare this one 
to past years' gatherings. But he can 
compare it to his wildest, unadulter- 
ated imaginings, as well as his more 
sober expectations. 
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Sharpening Our Edge: Visions for the Radical Ecology Movement 


by Dwight, Samantha and Turtle 

"We need to take fighting for the 
Earth more seriously — to the point where 
we have a visceral reaction when we see 
a tree being chopped down or a moun- 
tain ripped apart. When we are 
aware and feel these things at 
our core, we will go out and 
take direct action." 

That was the underlying 
sentiment expressed at the 
Round River Rendezvous when 
a group of roughly 40 Earth 
Firstlers gathered to discuss their dreams 
for the radical ecology movement. The 
desire was clearly expressed: We need to 
buckle down and get serious; to influ- 
ence and inspire one another; to fill our 
actions with creativity and spunk. 

For a number of participants, Earth 
First! doesn't do enough to challenge 
the status quo and is in a holding 
pattern. Some people acknowledged 
that the movement is not as confron- 
tational as it once was. Some believe 
that Earth First! has become passive in 
doing the regular old civil disobedi- 
ence actions and protests. 

In our efforts to turn up the heat, 
people want to see more frequent ac- 
tions that make larger impacts and that 
open people up to thinking differently. 
While there was debate amongst the 
group whether or not to do away with 
civil disobedience, individuals recog- 
nized it as a conduit to get people 
involved in more radical actions. Folks 
also voiced the opinion that there needs 
to be more vocal support of Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) actions. 

There was a seeming consensus that 
we need to invent new forms of direct 
action — beyond ELF-like sabotage and 
symbolic protests. How we are going 
to accomplish this remains to be an- 
swered, yet looking at the successes 
and failures of other movements might 
give us some insight. 

Another question posed to the group 
was whether Earth First! should be an 
open movement, outwardly working to 
grow and diversify, or an "in-your-face" 
group that is not worried about pissing 
people off and is focused on creating an 
inner intensity. A number of people 


present proposed a balance: Earth First! 
needs to create an inner intensity while 
simultaneously reaching outward. 

As a group, we are striving to be- 
come more disciplined, inclusive and 
engaged. We need to be more attuned 
to the impacts of multiple 
forms of oppression. Ten- 
dencies and behaviors in 
Earth First! were recog- 
nized — from privilege and 
cliquishness to a lack of history 
and severe drug and alcohol prob- 
lems — that need to be overcome if we 
are going to bring life to our actions. 

No matter how long we ponder 
whether Earth First! has become a net- 
work of radical environmentalists or a 


true movement rooted in struggle, the 
end result is the same: As Earth Firstlers, 
we need to seek out our common goals, 
challenge ourselves, invest in building 
our community for the long haul, learn 
from one another, actively support 
other struggles and stay centered on 
what brought us initially to Earth First!. 

In the end, by placing values such as 
biocentrism at the center of our identi- 
ties, we might begin to access a unified 
power that pushes us toward meaning- 
ful action. That was the initial vision 
that Earth First! was founded on, and it 
continues to live on today. 

The authors had a hard time pulling 
themselves out of the lake to attend this 
discussion but found dwell worth the effort. 



True to the spirit of Earth First!, the 2003 Round River Rendezvous was 
followed by direct action. 

On July 11, the University of Minnesota (U of M) board of regents held its 
monthly meeting, unaware that EF! would be dropping in. A banner declaring 
U of M complicit in genocide and ecocide had been deployed across the street. 
The banner was in reference to the U of M's continued involvement in the 
University of Arizona and Vatican-sponsored Mt. Graham telescope project in 
southeastern Arizona (see EFIJ January-February 2003). 

Fifteen Earth Firstlers entered the meeting. The board of regents filed into 
the room and shortly thereafter, a forthright young womyn stood up and 
began reading a statement denouncing U of M's participation in the tele- 
scope project. Vocal attempts to silence her failed. She passed on the torch, 
and one by one, activists took turns reading the statement aloud. 

The board of regents left for awhile, and the string of reading activists 
waited. After a spokeswoman for the regents warned that arrests would be 
made if any further disruptions occurred, the meeting resumed. 

Five people were arrested in all, though they were released later in the 
afternoon with no charges filed. 

On this day, it was made clear to the U of M that its involvement in the 
desecration and destruction of Mt. Graham would only lead to further 
headaches for them and their ilk. 

—The Radikal Weatherman 
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by James M. Cahalan 

Just about nobody irks me more than people who call 
Edward Abbey an "ecoterrorist." Back in 1996, when 1 
announced plans for a state historical marker for Abbey in 
Home, Pennsylvania, I received a fax from an official with 
the California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
Commission: "I am shocked and amazed that you would 
even be proposing a memorial commemorating the self- 
proclaimed ecoterrorism promoter, Edward Abbey." He 
claimed that Abbey was responsible not only for Earth 
First! but for the Unabomber as well. Nor was this kind of 
reactionary crackdown 
•limited to isolated cranks. 

As reported in 
Colorado's Summit Daily 
on June 20, police visited 
a local public library in 
1998, right after the Earth 
Liberation Front burned a 
ski lodge in Vail. They 
asked for a list of anyone 
who had borrowed 
Abbey's The Monkey 
Wrench Gang, assuming 
that the arsonists would 
have been readers of the 
novel. But the librarian 
replied that past borrowers' names were no longer in the 
database and that "two-thirds of the people in this county 
have read that book." 

In our post-9/11, "Operation Iraqi Freedom" world, to 
call Abbey an "ecoterrorist" is a more loaded accusation 
than ever before. As a telling example of just how loaded 
it is, consider the true story of Neil Godfrey. On October 
10, 2001, 22-year-old Godfrey got dropped off at the 
Philadelphia airport with lots of spare time before his 
flight to Phoenix, where he planned to meet his father 
and go on to Disneyland. Godfrey's mistake was in 


bringing along his paperback copy of Abbey's Hayduke 
Lives!, with its cover illustration of a hand holding a 
clock-controlled package of dynamite presumably 
somewhere near Glen Canyon Dam. As Godfrey 
approached the metal detector, a security guard frowned 
when he saw the novel. It began to dawn on Godfrey that 
there might be trouble. 

Sure enough, a few minutes later, he was detained by 
a national guardsman who was soon joined by city 
police officers, state policemen and airport security 
personnel. Nearly a dozen of them took turns puzzling 
over the novel and scribbling notes for some 45 minutes. 

Neil Godfrey never made 
that flight. He eventually 
got to Phoenix, but 
Hayduke Lives! cost him 
one of the most difficult 
days of his life. 

I had already read this 
story when Bill Abbey, 
Ed's youngest brother, 
sent me a copy of it with 
this note: "Jim, no need 
to look for the release of 
the Monkey Wrench 
movie any time soon." 

Film rights have been 
continually under op- 
tion since February 1975, several months before the 
novel's first publication. Many scripts have been writ- 
ten, including one by Abbey himself, who dearly wanted 
this movie to be made. The Monkey Wrench Gang has it 
all for the big screen — red rock canyon country, chase 
scenes, drama, sex, wild characters. Yet it never quite 
seems to happen, even after the Associated Press re- 
ported in April 1998 that Dennis Hopper would be 
shooting it that Summer with Woody Harrelson as 
Hayduke and Jack Nicholson as the mysterious Lone 
Ranger — and we all got ready to go to the theaters. 


Abbey’s rejection of violence 
and clear definition of sabotage 
as focused on machines, not 
people, remained part of his 
principles of monkeywrenching. 
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Today, the film languishes seem- 
ingly forever in the "development" 
stage, as it is listed on Pressman 
Films' website. 

Why doesn't the movie ever get 
made? Gary Snyder put his finger on 
the reason in a letter to Dave Foreman 
back in 1982. According to the 
perversity of Hollywood films, one 
can spray as much human blood across 
the big screen as one likes but don't 
ever dare depict the sabotage of 
machinery! This is because that vio- 
lates the most sacred American value: 
property. 

As Abbey noted, in agreement with 
Snyder, "In our culture, property is 
sacred, valued far above human life." 
Abbey was always clear in distinguish- 
ing between unacceptable violence 
against people — terrorism — and sabo- 
tage. But financial sponsors get cold 
feet about producing a movie in which 
people don't get killed. According to 
the terms of the distinction, terrorism 
is everywhere in Hollywood films, but 
environmental sabotage remains cen- 
sored and invisible. 

The word "ecoterrorism" should be 
banished from the English language, 
since I'm not aware of anyone who 
has deliberately killed anyone else 
specifically for environmental reasons. 
Abbey may have had many flaws in 
other respects, but for him, the dis- 
tinction between terrorism and sabo- 
tage was no casual afterthought. It was 
the subject of his master's thesis in 
philosophy at the University of New 
Mexico back in the 1950s. In "Anar- 
chism and the Morality of Violence," 
his basic question was: "Have anar- 
chists satisfactorily justified violence 
against people?" 

His answer — after 75 pages of 
scholarly reasoning — was a 
resounding no. Abbey explained that 
while Leo Tolstoy and Mahatma 
Gandhi showed that anarchists can 
be pacifists, anarchism has been 
mostly linked to revolutionary 
violence. He concluded that even 
his favorite anarchists had failed to 
satisfactorily justify violence against 
people. Here are the final three 
sentences of his thesis: "The 
anarchists devoted the chief effort 
of their lives to the attempt to 
persuade others that the critical 
situation had engulfed them and 


that political violence was therefore 
justified. But in this effort, for many 
and various reasons, they failed. And 
in so far as they failed in this, they 
also failed to justify violence." 

Abbey wrote that conclusion more 
than 44 years ago and stuck to it for 
the rest of his life, yet the "ecoterrorist" 
label remains. He knew well the 
etymological root of "sabotage" in 
sabot, the French word for the wooden 
shoes worn by the peasants of France 
and Belgium. The peasants would 
avenge themselves on their evil 
landlords by trampling crops with 
those wooden shoes. 

Abbey's rejection of violence and clear 
definition of sabotage as focused on 
machines, not people, remained part 
of his principles of monkeywrenching. 


Among his three key rules, as explained 
in Hayduke Lives! by Doc Sarvis, rules 
two and three were "don't get caught" 
and "if you do get caught, you're on 
your own." But rule number one, as 
Doc insists to Hayduke, was: "Nobody 
gets hurt. Nobody. Not even yourself." 

As Abbey argued in his essay "Eco- 
Defense," the people destroying 
wilderness and life-forms are the real 
ecoterrorists. He insisted that the 
conscientious saboteur is engaged in 
an act of self defense — as an anti- 
terrorist — trying to protect life 
against death. 

James M. Cahalan is the author of 
Edward Abbey: A Life. He lives in 
Abbey's hometown, where he is a pro- 
fessor of English at Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania. 


Terror Defined 

In recent years, law makers in 19 states have defined 
terrorism as an attempt to influence local and state 
governments. When viewed through the magnifying glass of 
this broad definition, those targeted as terrorists are more 
likely to be everyday activists than al-Qaida sleeper cells. 
Some examples of new terrorism legislation include: 

Georgia and Ohio: A crime can be classified as terrorism if it 
is "reasonably likely" to injure 10 or more people and is 
intended to alter government policy. 

Maine: Substantial damage to multiple structures in an 
attempt to intimidate civilians or "to affect the conduct of 
government" is a component of the definition of terrorism. 

Illinois and Louisiana: Causing "substantial damage" to 
livestock production, with an intent to coerce a "substantial 
portion" of civilians, can be punished as terrorism. 

Florida, Connecticut and Illinois: Corrupting computer data 
is a terrorism felony if it is intended to influence any branch 
of the government. 

One of the most sweeping definitions of terrorism was 
adopted by California in September 2001. The state's 
criminal intelligence officers were authorized to collect 
intelligence on anyone who threatened to break laws in 
order to "influence" government. 

In time, the California Anti-Terrorism Information Center 
(CATIC) began to issue warnings about the Earth Liberation 
Front and the Animal Liberation Front, which the FBI labels 
as terrorist organizations. CATIC also started keeping tabs on 
Earth First!, critical mass, Ruckus Society, People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals, Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty and the 
Independent Media Center. 

The question facing law makers is where to draw the line on 
political behavior. Under the current administration, it isn't 
farfetched to imagine civil disobedience, protests and direct 
action campaigns included in these new definitions of terrorism. 
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by Rod Coronado 

In the South in the 1960s, the police used fire hoses and 
attack dogs to suppress political movements. The abuse of 
power and the criminal acts of law enforcement were clear 
and obvious. In 2003, these exist in a far more subversive 
manner. Across the US, grand juries and FBI agents are 
employed in an attempt to disrupt the efforts of animal 
rights activists and radical environmentalists. 

Animal rights activist Lindsay Parme was released from 
federal custody on July 2, after being arrested, detained and 
extradited to New Jersey to testify before a federal grand 
jury investigating Stop Huntington Animal Cruelty (SHAC). 
Parme was arrested at her California home on June 12, 
when a woman claiming to have hit Parme's parked car 
lured her outside early in 
the morning. Two FBI 
agents appeared and ap- 
prehended her. For three 
weeks, she was shuttled 
across the country by US 
Marshals — from San Jose 
to Seattle, Oklahoma 
City, Philadelphia and fi- 
nally, Newark. 

In January, Parme was 
subpoenaed to the grand 
jury despite having never 
been to New Jersey. Her 
attorneys informed US 
prosecutors that the ap- 
pearance was unnecessary, 
as Parme would only plead 
the Fifth Amendment. 

When she failed to appear, a judge granted an order com- 
manding Parme’s appearance. 

Parme wrote from jail, "I refuse to answer questions 
about who my friends are, what my political affiliations 
are and what the political affiliations of my friends are. I 
refuse to assist and aid Assistant US Attorney Charles 
McKenna's political witch-hunt. My conscience forbids 
me from acknowledging a grand jury whose sole purpose 
is to undermine the legitimate efforts of the animal rights 
movement." 

The US attorney's office in Newark has refused to ac- 
knowledge that the grand jury has been in existence since 
October 2002, with its sole intention to investigate the 
animal rights movement and, more specifically, SHAC. 

In front of the grand jury, Parme asserted her constitu- 
tional rights and was released after just 20 minutes of 
questioning. She was questioned about particular SHAC 


activists and asked, "Do you know about a phone call that 
was placed to the SHAC USA office during a Marsh office 
occupation in California? What do you know about 
SHAC? Are you taking notes so that SHAC can publish 
them on its website?" 

While detained Parme commented, "I'm reacting just as 
any dignified person would react when bullied by thugs. 
I've broken no law, nor been charged with a crime. Yet I 
will sit in this jail cell for the next two weeks before being 
shipped like human cargo to New Jersey, where I will face 
18 months in prison for not talking about things I know 
nothing about." 

In Oklahoma, one of the seven known federal grand juries 
investigating SHAC subpoenaed animal rights activist Chris 
Green to testify on August 19. Green, a member of the 

Northeastern Oklahoma 
Animal Helpers (NOAH) 
attended a SHAC protest 
this Spring, where he 
handed flyers out about 
Huntington Life Sciences' 
(HLS) abuse of animals. 
The flyers highlighted the 
Edmond, Oklahoma- 
based Legacy Trading 
^ Company, which facili- 
| tates trading of HLS stock. 

Activists working to 
| make the world a more 
| just and compassionate 
| place are not criminals. 
The real criminals are re- 
searchers who go to work 
in the morning, to places 
like HLS, and torture animals for a paycheck. 

In the 1960s, the courts issued injunctions prohibiting 
civil rights marches in Selma, Alabama, thus revealing 
the historic conflict between morality and legality. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. told us that the true measure of a 
person comes not in times of comfort and convenience 
but in times of challenge and controversy. 

As activists, we must always choose the moral right. It 
is apparent that our government supports those who 
violate the laws of morality, compassion and empathy. 
People gave up their freedom and lives for civil rights in 
the US. We must now be prepared to spend months, if not 
years, behind bars for that same sense of justice for 
animals and the Earth. 

For more information on the grand juries targeting the 
animal rights movement, visit www.nocompromise.org, 
www.shacamerica.net/witchhunts.htm. 



Feds following SHAC activists at a HLS protest in New Jersey 
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Bound and Gagged 


by Free 

On June 13, my cell was rushed by four guards. I was 
immediately placed in handcuffs and taken to the "hole." My 
offense: I had written a letter to the Earth First! Journal (see EF!J 
July- August 2003). This offense had been under investigation 
for three weeks as part of a larger, confidential investigation. 

I have been classified by the Oregon Department of 
Corrections as a known anarchist and a member of the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF). The Security Threat Group (STG) 
staff have gone on record stating, "Inmate Luers has a 
history of involvement in and is an influential member of 
radical animal and environmental groups. He is recognized 
worldwide for his beliefs, actions and sacrifices. Inmate 
Luers was convicted for his radical anarchist activities, and 
his conviction was condemned worldwide." 

The letter I wrote to the Earth First! Journal was in 
response to two articles in the (May-June 2003 issue). In my 
letter, I wrote about direct action, prison and snitching. 
The ODOC misconduct report ends: "This type of activity 
is a direct threat to the safety of the public and 
causes serious concern for the security, safety 
and orderly appearance on all ODOC facili- 
ties and its employees." 

At my hearing on this matter on June 
20, 1 argued that my letter was in no way 
STG related — that I did not mention 
any group, nor did I encourage illegal 
activity. I was told that the environ- 
mental movement is a STG and 
that by writing my views or being 
involved in environmental and po- 
litical issues, I was actively pro- 
moting and recruiting for the ELF. 

As a known STG member, anything I 
write about the environmental, social 
or political movements can and will be 
considered STG involvement. No dis- 
tinction will be made between my past 
experience, views, beliefs or opinions. 


I have been sanctioned 
to 120 days in the hole 
and 21 days of lost privi- 
leges upon being released 
from the hole. I have lost 
100 days of good time. 

The prison and the 
state are attempting to 
gag me in the hope that I 
will no longer speak the 
truth. Political dissatisfac- 
tion is steadily rising in 
this country as years of apathy give way to conscience, and 
perhaps after recent events in the Bush administration, the 
state fears it may be losing its hold on people. 

Numerous laws have been passed recently that greatly 
reduce people's rights. The state has started in the prisons. 
First they will take away my voice. Next, they may take yours. 

I am in need of First Amendment attorneys who can help 
me challenge this sanction and the others that are sure to 
occur. Attorneys that can work for minimal 
fees or, preferably, pro-bono. I am also ask- 
ing for letters, as the hole is a lonely place. 
Due to my limited writing supplies, I cannot 
write back to everyone. But I will be doing a 
regular update and responding to the 
best of my ability on my website, 
www.freefreenow.org. 

This article is by no means in- 
tended to create, promote, recruit 
for or participate in any STG. It is 
purely for the purpose of convey- 
ing my situation at the Oregon 
State Penitentiary to the general pub- 
lic as is permissible under Oregon 
and US law. 

Free was sentenced in 2000 to 22 years 
and eight months in prison for burning 
three SUVs to make a statement about glo- 
bal warming. 




Letter from the Eugene Human Rights Commission 


Whereas all citizens of our city are deserving of equal 
treatment before the law, it is within the scope of the Human 
Rights Commission to review any possible discrimination 
against individuals. Eugene, Oregon, is working toward a 
tradition of tolerance. During these difficult times, we must 
work diligently to insure that the basic civil rights of all our 
fellow citizens are equally protected and upheld. 

Jeffrey "Free" Luers admits to having committed a prop- 
erty crime within the city limits for political reasons. We 
found that similar crimes have not been met with such 
harsh sentences, and we are concerned about the length of 
Mr. Luers' sentence. In researching other cases of arson in 
Lane County, where homes and churches have been dam- 


aged, the sentencing has been less severe than that applied 
to Mr. Luers — in many cases ranging from 50 to 96 months. 
Even many people convicted of violent personal crimes 
have received significantly less time than 23 years. 

Although we recognize that we are only a symbolic 
entity, we are charged to function as a "conscience" in the 
arena of human rights. This being the case, we urge Mr. 
Luers to use his appeal process in the hope that a review of 
his sentence would lead to a reduction in time served and 
with the expectation that the length of his sentence would 
not be based on his political beliefs. 

— James Dean, Chair on behalf of 
the Eugene Human Rights Commission 
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Sherman Austin Sentenced to Prison 


Raisethefist.com Founder Gets One Year and Can't Use Computer 


On August 4, US District Judge Stephen Wilson sen- 
tenced Los Angeles anarchist Sherman Austin to one year 
in federal prison and three years supervised release for 
"distributing information related to explosives." The charge 
stemmed from a website that Austin maintained, 
raisethefist.com, which contained links to information on 
how to make explosives (see EF!J March-April 2002). 

Austin was first arrested on January 24, 2002, after FBI 
and Secret Service agents raided his home and confiscated 
his computer equipment. Six months later, when the 
government couldn't find any evidence of criminal in- 
volvement on the seized computer, a pre-indictment plea 
bargain was offered to Austin on the distributing informa- 
tion charge: four months in prison, four months in a 
halfway house and three years of supervised release. After 
learning that under the Patriot Act he faced a "terrorism 
enhancement" clause that could add an additional 20 
years to his sentence, Austin accepted the deal. 

On June 30, Austin went before Wilson for sentencing 
and was informed that his plea bargain was being rejected. 
Wilson believed that Austin deserved more prison time 
than what was agreed to for his actions. 



In rejecting the plea, Wilson stated, "This should be 
looked at with more of a deterrence outcome to future 
revolutionaries wanting to act in a similar manner." 

Wilson criticized federal prosecutors for being too le- 
nient: "Out of all the nonsense cases you bring me, you 
finally bring something serious but don't take it serious." 
In his decision, Wilson took into consideration the recom- 
mendation not of the FBI agents working on the case but 
of FBI Director Robert Muller in Washington, DC. 

At his sentencing, Austin admitted to posting the links 
about the manufacture of common-knowledge explosive 
devices and that he wanted raisethefist.com to teach people 
about police brutality. 

Upon his release from prison, Austin's supervised release 
conditions stipulate, among other things, that he cannot 
possess or access a computer without government ap- 
proval, nor can he associate with any person or group that 
seeks to change the government in any way. 

"It would be a relief to think that a year after the raid, 
constantly being followed, monitored, harassed, having 
the nightmares, that all of this will finally be over, but 
everything tells me it won't. Becoming a young, black 
felon in America only tells me that it's just the beginning," 
declared Austin just before his sentencing. 

He must surrender himself to the federal Bureau of Prisons 
by September 3. 

To contact Austin, email keepfistraised@yahoo.com. 


Anti-globalization Leader Jose Bove 
Jailed — Then Released 


Having been just released from prison, on August 8, 
French anti-globalization activist Jose Bove joined thou- 
sands of protesters in southern France to denounce the 
September World Trade Organization (WTO) ministerial 
summit in Cancun, Mexico. 

The imprisonment of the Confederation Paysanne leader 
had sparked immediate protests from politicians, unions 
and supporters. On June 22, French police broke down the 
door to Bove's home and whisked him away by helicopter 
to serve a 10-month sentence for helping to destroy geneti- 
cally engineered (GE) crops. 

Immediately following the police raid on Bove's farm, 50 
supporters set fire to a hedge and hung a banner outside the 
local police station. 

"I urge all citizens who oppose GE to demonstrate noisily 
outside all the jails in France and all the fields where GE crops 
are being tested, " a Confederation Paysanne spokesperson said 
in reaction to Bove's imprisonment. 

Bove lodged a request for his conditional release under a 
provision allowing those sentenced to less than one year in 
prison to pursue outside employment. On August 1, a 
judge allowed Bove to return home and work for a local 
agricultural association. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

Editors ' note: Regulations for mail sent to 
prisoners vary according to individual pris- 
ons. Before sending monetary donations, 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the 
regulations are. Assume that everything you 
write to a prisoner is read by the authorities. 

•Jennifer Greenberg, Joshua Schwartz 
and Nathan Brasfield have been released 
after serving eight months for property 
destruction against Huntington Life Sci- 
ences' (HLS) business affiliates. They 
would like to send their sincerest thanks 
to everyone who wrote and supported 
them while on the inside. 


Eco-Defense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk, 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that nuclear radiation 
around Chernobyl was worse than the 
government had reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Sennhofstrasse 
17,7000 Chur, Switzerland. Serving 10 
years for using explosives to target 
nuclear facility powerlines. In 2002, 
Camenish completed a 12-year sentence 
in Italy for similar actions. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 


Indigenous Resistance 
•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit I/A 
10745, Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, 
USA. Serving 35-75 years for helping to 
ship weapons to Central American in- 
digenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 

Political Prisoners 


•Sonia Hayward, serving 15 months 
for HLS and anti-bloodsport activities, 
was released to electronic monitoring 
on August 4. 

•Betty Krawczyk, Women in the Woods 
forest defender, grandmother 
and former eco-prisoner, is f — " ' 

back in jail after participating I y 
in a Spring blockade to prevent 1 
Weyerhauser from logging on I ( 

Vancouver Island, Canada. Her I 

trial is set for September 8. 

•Robert Middaugh completed l 
his three-year sentence in July I 
but was immediately rearrested 1 ^ 
and charged with wearing a 1 
mask, assault of a police officer 1 
and assault with a dagger. He is 1 
currently under house arrest. 

•Benjamin Persky, serving up 
to six years for property destruction at 
the homes of multiple HLS affiliates, has 
been moved. He can be reached at 
#03R916, POB 800, Napanoch, NY 
12458, USA. 

•Peter Schnell, serving 24 months for 
possession of incendiary devices in- 
tended to be used against the dairy in- 
dustry, was released from federal prison 
on August 27. 


Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
3 1080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving just under five years for sabotag- 
ing a dam construction site. 


s/ Are Denoumc£ d 

To directly#. 


TO JAIL 


•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for attempted 
arson of an oil truck. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs. 


•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 
66048, USA. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault on federal agents, es- 
1 cape and bank robbery. Chubbock 
tunneled money he stole to the 
Zapatista Army of National Libera- 
tion in Chiapas, Mexico. 

I ‘Thomas "JJ" Hicks, McDowell 

1 County Jail, 593 Spaulding Rd, 
Marion, NC 28752, USA. Currently 
facing marijuana and weapons 
charges. The FBI is trying to link 
Hicks, a longtime EFler, to various 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) actions 
and has approached him with an 
offer to infiltrate the ELF in ex- 
change for a more lenient sentence. 

•Matthew Lamont, #2057039, T90251, 
Facility B/B4-201, Box 5500, Wasco, CA 
93280, USA. Lamont, an Earth Firstler, is 
serving three years for possession of an 
incendiary device for reasons unknown. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 W 


Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire OX6 0PZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for physically attacking 
the managing director of HLS, rescuing 
600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier and 


•Raul Zapatos was the leader of a 
Department of Environment Strike 
Force responsible for apprehending il- 
legal loggers. In 1990, he returned fire 
when attacked by loggers whose tim- 
ber he had seized, killing one and 
wounding another. In 2001, Zapatos 


Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, USA. 
Before she was given a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in self 
defense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 


planting incendiary devices under 
slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, 
England. Serving four-and-a-half years for 
harassment of HLS' shareholders. 


was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
He can be reached at Dorm 6-C, Maxi- 
mum Security Compound, Bureau of 
Corrections, Muntinlupa City, Metro 
Manila, Philippines. 


76127, USA. Serving 27 years for disarm- 
ing a Minuteman II missile silo with a 
jackhammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I've read articles about Congress subpoenaing Craig Rosebraugh 
to testify last year. Can you tell me what it was like to represent 
him at the congressional hearing on ecoterrorism? 

—An Elf in North Carolina 

Dear Elf, 

In 2001, Representative 
Scott Mclnnis (R-Meso- 
zoic) wrote to former 
Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) spokesperson Craig 
Rosebraugh asking if he 
would testify during a con- 
gressional subcommittee 
hearing on ecoterrorism 
in national forests. 

Craig wrote back, ask- 
ing Mclnnis if by "eco- 
terrorism" he meant the 
rapacious corporations 
destroying our forests for 
profit, or did he mean 
the politicians happily 
doing those corpora- 
tions' bidding? 

Pretty gutsy. Mclnnis responded with a subpoena to 
force Craig to appear on February 12, 2002. Appearing 
before Congress is like appearing before a grand jury— only 
more intense. First of all, you only get one chance to 
answer their questions. If you take the Fifth Amendment 
and a court determines later that it didn't apply, you're 
gonna get a year in jail for every wrong answer. Ultimately, 
Craig fielded 108 questions. Right in the middle of the 
hearing, he could have been arrested and put away in the 
Capitol jail! We were in a minefield. 

Craig's written statement for the congressional record 
included his detailed description of how the US is the 
world's greatest terrorist organization. The last sentence 
said: "Long live the sparks attempting to ignite the revolu- 
tion. Sooner or later the sparks will turn into a flame!" 

To prepare, I read case after case, morning, noon and 
night. Finally, February 12 arrived. There was a large crowd 
of chanting, sign-carrying supporters outside of the 
Longworth building where the hearing was being held, 
causing the police to stress out a bit — always good. We got 
into the packed room, enjoying our assigned seats in the 
front of the gallery. 

Representatives Darlene Hooley (D-Oregon) and George 
Nethercutt (R-Washington) testified first. Their seats were so 


close to us that my knees were in Nethercutt's back and 
Craig's were in Hooley's as they faced the panel. Hooley 
eventually realized that Craig "the terrorist" was right be- 
hind her and peeked nervously at the heavily armed guards. 

Mclnnis swore Craig in and asked if he was "a member of 
the ELF." Craig replied, "I'll take the Fifth." There was a long 
pause. Mclnnis and others went into a huddle. I wondered 

whether they'd just call for 
security to arrest Craig and 
take him to the Capitol 
jail. We sat there in silence 
watching them panic, 
wondering how the sub- 
committee could be so un- 
prepared. Mclnnis asked 
the rest of his questions 
quickly and without pas- 
sion, seemingly more de- 
flated each time Craig said: 
"I'll take the Fifth." 

Other committee mem- 
bers also tried and failed. 
Representative Jay Inslee 
(D-Washington) got so 
frustrated that he asked 
Craig: "Are you going to 
take the Fifth on every- 
thing?" Answer: "I'll take 
the Fifth." As the proceedings went on, the reporters began 
giggling to themselves, then laughed openly. Mclnnis 
glared at Craig, arms crossed tightly in anger. He'd clearly 
lost control of the hearing. 

Finally, Mclnnis released Craig from the subpoena after 
threatening him with contempt of Congress. In only 30 
minutes, the subcommittee asked 54 questions, and they 
got 54 "I'll take the Fifths." Your tax dollars at work. 

A few weeks later at my office, I received 54 more 
questions. Here are some examples of our answers: Q8.) 
"Are you personally concerned that one day an ELF or 
Animal Liberation Front-perpetrated attack will wind up 
killing or wounding someone?" A.) "No, I am more con- 
cerned with massive numbers of people dying at the hands 
of greedy capitalists if such actions are not taken." Q50.) 
"Who first contacted you about serving as the spokesper- 
son for the ELF?" A.) "Jesus Christ." 

After sending in those answers, we never heard another 
peep from Mclnnis. My guess is that he's had enough of Craig. 

For more info., visit www.protectcivilliberties.com. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, 
LLC, 3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; 
blc@hevanet.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the 
subject line. 



Capitol police control the crowd around Craig Rosebraugh 
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by Turtle and Miss Waldron 

"As a musician, I think about how it is not just the words 
that I say but the way that I say them that either draws 
people to it or pushes people away,” Michael Franti told us 
one evening in February 2002. We spoke just briefly, but 
his presence was commanding, his genuine compassion 
noteworthy. In that moment, Michael Franti and the 
Spearhead music collective pulled us in and held our rapt 
attention (see EF!) March-April 2002). With their new 
album, Everyone Deserves Music, they continue to do so. 

Spearhead’s music cannot be easily contained, mixing 
up many different styles: funk, hip-hop, reggae, dancehall, 
bossa nova, soul and Afrobeat. Their songs envision the 
possibilities of another world and speak loudly in the face 
of injustice. Guitarists Carl 
Young and Dave Shul, drum- 
mer Manas Itene and 
beatboxer RadioActive join 
Franti in creating music that 
speaks from the heart and ex- 
hibits a level of vitality and 
verve that we look for in the 
music we prefer to tap our feet 
to and sing along with. 

From the first chords of Ev- 
eryone Deserves Music, Spear- 
head and Franti reveal their personal and musical turning 
point. Franti's voice remains confident, compassionate 
and relevant; his eloquence is unmistakable. But in this 
venture, his lyrics dig deep to previously unexplored levels 
of benevolence and beauty. The variety is exhilarating. 

According to Franti, "This specter of war, intimidation, this 
nation vs. the rest of the world, it wears us out. Half the record 
is a healthy dose of venting anger about that, and the other 
half is about how we can hold on to our spirituality, our 
community, our connectedness to each other and how we 
cope as people who are concerned about what's going on." 

Franti is keenly aware of our vulnerability, and by rising 
above it, he reminds us that we can too. Several tracks on 
Everyone Deserves Music address commitment, persever- 
ance and endurance in the face of struggle. These songs 
soothe and inspire, true to their intention. 


Listeners are gently urged to accept our diversity and 
uniqueness as individuals, to take time to heal from life's 
abrasions, as well as to understand our place in history. 
Franti chants his message of encouragement, forgiveness 
and courage with wonderfully incisive insights. 

The obvious highlight of Everyone Deserves Music is a song 
that Franti wrote as the US first began beating the drums of 
war at the end of 2001, "Bomb the World. " Spearhead sings 
out to the masses: "We can chase down all our enemies, 
bring them to their knees. We can bomb the world to 
pieces, but we can't bomb it into peace." 

While Franti speaks out on a wide range of issues, he 
has been an especially loud critic of the US govern- 
ment— both its hypocrisy and its militarism. After per- 
forming at an anti-war rally this Spring, members of 

Spearhead learned that they 
were under government sur- 
veillance when the US mili- 
tary visited the mother of 
one of the bandmates. The 
two plainclothes Army of- 
ficers expressed interest in 
her son's involvement in the 
"resistance." In reality, the 
officers were there simply to 
intimidate. 

"What it signals to me is that 
there's a lot of us who are now making a blip on the radar, and 
the government is starting to pay attention and collect 
information," said Franti. 

In the end, Franti believes that his role in changing the 
world is as a storyteller and a songwriter: "I'm somebody 
who is trying to keep the spirits of other people up, despite 
all the chaos and fear around us." 

In "Pray for Grace," Franti sings, "I was dead for a 
million years 'fore I was born, and I'll be dead for a 
million more after I'm gone. So I live, to give somethin' 
that can live on, like the way you hum a song when the 
music's gone." With Everyone Deserves Music, Spearhead 
has given us a welcome addition to our musical collec- 
tions, one that will revive our senses and live on for years 
to come. 

For more info., visit www.spearheadvibrations.com. 


Michael Franti and the Spearhead music 
collective hold our rapt attention with songs 
that envision the possibility of another world 
and speak loudly in the face of injustice. 
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Keep Space for Peace 

International Days of Protest 
October 4-1 1 

Look up tonight. The magnificence of the sky is nearly obscured by 
competing light from crowded cities. Yet outer space belongs to all of 
creation, not to the powerful, aggressive forces that seek to lace it with 
nuclear poison and military instruments of destruction. 

The Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space is 
calling for coordinated local actions to increase consciousness about how 
space is being used to promote US-sponsored warfare on Earth. In addition 
to protests at US military bases, Department of Energy facilities, NASA 
installations or academic institutions working on militarizing space, 
groups are urged to organize events throughout the week— including 
visits to political leaders, community teach-ins, meetings of religious 
leaders and presentations to schools. 

For more information, visit www.space4peace.org. 


Buffalo Field Campaign East Coast Roadshow 

The Buffalo Field Campaign will be bringing its roadshow to the East 
C'.oast in October. The Yellowstone bison herd's current situation will be 
presented through video footage, readings from a newly compiled manu- 
script of bison-inspired essays and open discussion. 

For more information, contact the Buffalo Field Campaign, (406) 726- 
5555; bfc-media@wildrockies.org. 


Academic Awareness Day on 
the Animal Liberation Front 

October 22 

Support the effort in explaining, understanding and dis- 
cussing the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) with students 
and professors at schools across the country. Discuss what 
many call "the modern-day underground railroad" and 
what the FBI calls a "domestic terrorist organization." 

The purpose of the Academic Awareness Day on 
the ALF is to de-escalate the tension and fear that 
some people feel in response to "extreme" 
tactics in the animal rights movement, to 
learn more about why the ALF was formed 
and what its goals are. 

For more information, visit 
www.cala-online.org. 





SWAMPFEST 


September 19-22 • North Carolina 

Swampfest will include discussions 
and do-it-yourself skillshares on a wide 
variety of subjects within our growing 
movement. Planned activities include 
radical canoe and kayak tours, edible 
and medicinal wild plant walks, acous- 
tic music, screen printing workshops 
and a talent show. Hampton Roads Food 
Not Bombs will be keeping all fed. 

For more information, contact 
feral_reality@ziplip.com. 
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Katuah Bioregional Gathering 

October 10-12- Black Mountain, North Carolina 

The Katuah Bioregional Gathering will provide opportu- 
nities to explore problems and celebrate solutions in agri- 
culture, the local economy, environmental protection, 
health and culture. The gathering is a time to come together 
to strengthen networks and to make connections with 
others who care for the fate of the living world. 

For more information, contact Earthaven, (828) 669- 
7552; katuahbioregion@hotmail.com; www.earthaven.org. 




Si Wildroots Eco-Village 


Wildroots is a newly acquired collective land project 
located in the mountains of western North Carolina. 
Nestled up against the Walnut Mountains, the land 
sits at the bottom of a tributary of the French Broad River 
and borders the Pisgah National Forest. 

The uniqueness of this land is in its ruggedness. This land is "raw," and in 
choosing it, Wildroots made an agreement of sorts to maintain that. 

Wildroots' focus is on developing skills for rewilding and reclaiming lost 
knowledge and awareness from a biocentric perspective. Sound like a vision 
similar to yours? Help is needed with basic infrastructure, permaculture and 
natural building projects. Folks are invited to come to Wildroots, where 
camping space and food are offered in exchange for work on projects. 

For more information, contact Wildroots, POB 1485, Asheville, NC 
28802; wildrootsnc@ziplip.com; www.wildroots.org. 


Endangered Forests, 
Endangered Freedoms 

September 26-29 • Ohio 

Grassroots activists will gather for the 
fifth annual National Forest Convention 
to create a response to stop the Bush 
administration's logging frenzy. This will 
be accomplished logging project by log- 
ging project, community by community 
and national forest by national forest. 

Sessions will include: direct forest de- 
fense, legislative strategies, market-based 
campaigning, ecologically based forest 
restoration and organizing students for 
forest protection. There will be daily hik- 
ing, stargazing, a slideshow presentation 
by Lou Gold and a talent show. 

The conference is being held at Camp 
Oty 'Okwa, which covers 617-scenic 
acres in Hocking Hills State Park. Steep 
terrain, mature woodlands, rock forma- 
tions, hollows and two large caves sur- 
round the site. 


For more information, contact the 
Buckeye Forest Council, (740) 797-7200; 
info@buckeyeforestcouncil.org. 



World Carfree Day 

September 22 


The World Carfree Network promotes alternatives to car dependence that 
support walking, cycling, public transit and the transformation of cities into 
pedestrian environments rich in public space. In this spirit, World Carfree Day 
will celebrate life without cars. Join local events or organize your own! 

For more information, visit carbusters.ecn.cz; www.mobilityweek-europe.org. 


Anarchist People of Color Conference 

October 3-5 • Detroit, Michigan 

The Anarchist People of Color (APOC) conference 
aims to lay the foundation for an anti-authoritarian 
grassroots movement of people of color that will orga- 
nize against racism and repression. 

The APOC conference is a people of color only event. 
It is sponsored by the Student Movement for Justice at 
Wayne State University, the Black Autonomy Network 
of Community Organizers-southwest Michigan chap- 
ter and friends in the anarchist movement. 

For more information, contact POB 19962, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-0962; komboa@hotmail.com. 


cotecti vidades 2003 

a convergence of collectives 


EARTH AND ANIMAL LIBERATION, 
INDIGENOUS, WORKER AND 
CAMPESINO MOVEMENTS 

November 7th - 9th 

Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico 



« 


I 


COLECTIVIDADES2003@GREENBICYCLE.NET 



m 
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covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


* • ~ magazine 

subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


For moTe information about 
the Bioneers Conference: 
toll free 877-BIONEER 

www.bioneers.org info@bioneers.org 


For eco-friendly travel options, contact official 
Bioneers travel provider Manaca.com, 
toll free 866-7MANACA 


October 17-19, 2003 
Marin Center « San Rafael, CA 

"No conference on Earth celebrates more fully 
the possibilities of creating a world that is 
conducive to life. Bioneers is central to the 
re-imagination of what it means to be human.” 

- Paul Hawken 


Earth, Wind, & Solar: 

International Ecology Posters 

Graphic, Educational, and Inspiring! 
Available to Travel. 

Another poster exhibition 
from the archives of 

Center for the Study 
of Political Graphics. 

www.politicalgraphics.org ¥ 323 653-4662 

8124 West 3rd Street #211, Los Angeles, CA 90048 


5IONLLK5 

[Revolution from the fieart of |\]ature 


fierce 

magazine 


i&Lt.i/ij ror six issues 


Pisase sHow 4*6 weeks far dtfevery ::■) 1st issue 


You coo find Fierce magarine at 
Barnet S Noblot. Towar, Botdtrs, Hastings, 
Joe Muggs, Booki-a-Miltion. Wtldoa books 
And other chains and independent stores 
in US and in Canada 


>oncerne( 


JS. 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 


l>!fe 


DIRE • PUNK AND HARDCORE 
COMPILATION BENEFIT CD 
FOR SHAC USA. 

PROCEEDS GO TO BENEFIT 
SHAC USA. PURCHASE AT: 
ptacBwork.com 

OR SEND DONATION OF SS.00 
OR MORE TO SHAC USA • 

ATT: DIRE CO. 

PO Box 22398 
Philadelphia PA 19110 USA 
Fieaae Copy. 200J Medlattack! Activist Cd‘8 


mum t 


„ 


JU9 T DO 


FREE SAMPLE 

tfc Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 
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terrain 


(taken to an extreme) 


Standing Our Ground 

• Northern California focus 
in a global context 

• Ecological and social 
justice 

• Reliable reporting 

• Striking artwork 

V - v ' ' ' I * Ele S ant desi 8 n 

C"- v v '*,»>■ **' For subscription and contact infor- 

mation, please visit our website at 
•f 1 *? *** www.ecologycenter.org, email 

-Giry Snydt rt Sierra subs@ecologycenter.org, or call 

(510) 548-2220 x230. 

Art by Tom Killion 


City, State, Zip+4. 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

Address O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

City, State, Zip+4 q j 4 q A non ymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

Tel. Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

Email O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


greenfestivals.com 877 727 2179 


a joint project of fe t o O A l j ijTj txcunute Co-op America 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


SUSTA1NA1LE ECONOMY ECOLOGICAL BALANCE SOCI Al J U STIC E 

Green Festival ‘02 was a tremendous success with 
thousands of enthusiastic attendees and green busi- 
nesses. Join us for this trailblazing celebration in its 
second year — growing stronger and more timely than ever. 

Live well, do good. 

October 11 & 12 

austin austin convention center 

november 8 & 9 

sanfranclsco concourse exhibition center 


No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news from grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 


Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infbshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #1 25 Son Francisco, CA 94114 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.o 


...the radical environmental journal 
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Earth Fi rst! 



ARIZONA 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St Ste 216, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 

FLORIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 
1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, 

Chicago, IL 60622; 
azone@azone.org 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154 Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

(978) 688-3569 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
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MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, 
MN 55405 paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 
55426 (612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearthlst@aol.com 



MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 


Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 
bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
(Honor Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OR EGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
C.ascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 

(541) 592-3386 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, Ashland, OR 

97520 (541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 


Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 

(512) 478-7666 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

c/o The Rising Up Collective, 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


Contacts/Infoshops 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Confluence /St Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331 Eugene, OR 97440 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 



on how to start an EF! 


affinity group or for address 
changes, contact: 

EF! Journal 
POB 3023 
Tucson, AZ 85702 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 


International 


www.eco-action.org/ef 

A USTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St. 

Laurent, 

2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny . cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich NR2 3AL 

0160- 321-9811; mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate Street, London El 1ES 
info@risingtide.org.uk 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Ciamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 

Bihar 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 461 1, Tel-Aviv 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, 

Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne, 

"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla, 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136- 
S6 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Ten 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


Resources 

Animal Liberation Front Earth Liberation Front 

www.animalliberation.net www.earthliberationfront.com 

Bite Back 

www.directaction.info 
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ARMED WITH VISIONS 

Clear as cut glass 6 just as dangerous 



To Activists Everywhere: A Love Letter 

I am crouched on the floor over two thick 
documents, deciphering the logic 
affixed to the latest Forest Service project: 

This is my position of resistance, 
where I first confront 
betrayals of confidence, of logic, 
and of the land. 

I am lonely with sadness 
at what can happen 
when the magic of the last 
wild places is trespassed. 

I want a forest of ferns and fast-moving streams 
and trees that have a history, where moss 
thickens on rock and each drop of water is registered, 
where the smell of earth and the presence of silence 
conspire and sudden wildflowers and bird calls 
catch my breath, where life can thrive 
wild and inscrutable 

But there are holes bulldozed into these places 
and plans for more on these endless pages. 

Resistance might seem hollow except for you. 

This is a love letter to you: 

You are the man, the woman, the child who 
acts on behalf of the forest. 


You are the people I know and those I've never met 
You are the letter writer, the hiker, the birdwatcher. 
You stand in front of bulldozers and live in trees. 

You are on the frontlines, enduring 
You cook food, hold signs, organize. 

You speak out 

You learn the law better than them and spend 
countless hours calculating their crimes. 

You read. 

You take the job with no money because you care 

You donate equipment 

You type the newsletter 

You come to protests when you are needed 

You make time to send a check, write a good word, 

write a letter. 

You are the only other person who comes on the hike 

You are the old growth guru who stays in touch 

after all these years 

You hold me when I cry 

You write appeals 

You make signs, buy stamps 

You hike the Sheltowee 

You inspire school children, leave me notes 

You feed me 

You host meetings 

You come to meetings 

You are the person who works on other issues 
that matter 
You volunteer 
You play music 

You say the difficult things first 
and inspire 

You challenge the worldview 
You raise children 
You are young, old, poor, rich, 
alone or in community 

You despair, grieve, hope, celebrate, rage and endure. 

You are my heroes, every one 

My heart is huge with love for you 

and this beautiful, wacky, stressed-out, courageous, 

visionary movement/inspired by you and driven by you. 

You are perfect. 

We should celebrate. 

— Chris Schimmoeller of Kentucky Heartwood 
February 25, 2003 

ill rights reserved to tbesuthor 


Send poems to: Warrior Poets Society, POB H501, Berkeley, CA 947 1 2-550 1 
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ct Action 
Calend 
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Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Rod, Samantha, Sprig, Tinder, and Turtle, eds., Earth First! 24, no. 1 
(1 November 2003). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7196 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 
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Don’t Bulldoze the Smokies: 
No North Shore Road! 


In the heart of Katuah, Earth First!ers are ac- 
tively fighting the proposed North Shore Road 
project. If built, the road would penetrate an 
otherwise isolated section of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park (see EF!J May-J une 2003) . 

On September 15, the National Park Service held 
a public meeting at a Marriott hotel in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, to collect comments on the project's 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The park 
service was hoping to gauge the public sentiment, 
and Katuah Earth First! was there to weigh in. 
"Angry T ree, " a resident of the Smokies, traveled far 
to register his opinion on the matter: 

"I had to be careful not to hit any of the 
business people in the lobby with my limbs. At 
the main desk, we demanded rooms since our 
habitat would be destroyed. The front desk 
woman laughed, but the dude asked for my 
credit card. 'Credit card?! We don't need no 
stinkin' credit cards! We are trees.'" 



Earth First! 
Uncensored 

The Guadalupe Mountains of west- 
ern Texas are skirted by the northern 
edge of the Chihuahuan desert. Within 
the range's seemingly arid fold is a 
surprising burst of Fall color along the 
maple-lined creek of McKittrick Can- 
yon. For Samantha and I, this hike was 
a necessary break on our long drive 
back from spreading the Earth First! 
gospel at a conference in Austin where 
we hawked our wares to fundraise for 
this issue's print bill. 

When we entered the limestone can- 
yon, the homogenous landscape of 
Spanish bayonet and alligator juniper 
gave way to rosy-smooth Texas mad- 
rones laden with orange berries. The 
trail became a metaphor for confront- 
ing ignorance. Our hike supported 
the necessity for not taking things at 
face value, for investigating and expe- 
riencing things for one's self. 

On November 1, we will celebrate 
the Earth First! Journal's 23rd 
anniversary of getting to the root of 
the issues that affect this planet. 
We are proud to announce that this 
year, the Journal won two Project 
Censored awards, further proof that 
in these pages we will not let the 
dominant culture censor reality. 

As you can imagine, publishing an 
independent, international magazine 
is not cheap. Like any nonprofit, we 
are dependent on donations and 
volunteers. While the collective is 
largely donating our time and energy, 
we are asking you to match us in spirit 
with a hearty donation. With your 
support, we will continue to produce 
a cutting-edge magazine that covers 
inspiring direct actions that put the 
Earth first. And we will continue not 
to fear reprisal for reporting on 
controversial topics like Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) actions. 



Unfortunately, a culture of censor- 
ship has been oozing not only 
throughout the media landscape, but 
in our own circles as well. Many 
environmental organizations — fearful 
of losing limited funding or public 
support — have publicly denounced 
actions by groups like the ELF or have 
avoided taking a public stand against 
the war on Iraq. 

As more mainstream environmen- 
tal and peace groups have been put 
under government surveillance for 
merely being dissenters, it is clear 
that anyone who cares about 
ecological or social justice has been 
lumped together, despite their choice 
of tactics. Recently, Sherman Austin 
was imprisoned for producing a 
controversial website. It is not hard 
to imagine that the Journal or any 
other form of independent media 
could be targeted for similar reasons. 

Courage against censorship in our 
daily and political lives is necessary. 
As the Office of Homeland Security 
extends its reach, it is not only 
important to recognize who your true 
allies are, but also to ask yourself what 
you've done to try and stop the 
increased repression of dissent. 
Supporting independent media like 
the Journal is a counter step to that 
repression — please send in your 
donation today. 

— Sprig 


Earth First! (ISSN 1055-8411) (P21) is published bimonthly for $25 per year (outside the US, surface delivery 
is $40 and airmail is $50) by Daily Planet Publishing, 831 East 47th Street, Tucson, AZ 85713. Application 
to Mail at Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Tucson, Arizona. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Earth First!, PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023. 

Upcoming deadlines: January 1 • March 1 
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Earth First! is published by an editorial 
collective from within the Earth First! 
movement. Entire contents are copy- 
righted 2003. Please contact us for permis- 
sion to reprint articles. Art, photographs 
and poetry are copyrighted by individual 
artists and permission for use must be 
received from them directly. 

Earth First! is a forum for the no-com- 
promise environmental movement. Re- 
sponsibility rests with the individual au- 
thors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of this magazine, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstlers. 

We welcome submissions of articles, 
letters, poetry and art that put the Earth 
first, aid in healthy debate shaping the 
growth of the movement and advance 
the creation of a world free of speciesism, 
classism, racism, sexism, violence, ex- 
ploitation and oppression. 

Article submissions should be typed or 
clearly printed. Art or photographs are 
desirable to illustrate articles and essays. 
We encourage submissions on Macintosh 
disks or via email. Send a SASE if you 
would like submissions returned. If you 
want confirmation of receipt of a submis- 
sion, please request it. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, 
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Against All Odds, We Must Win 

dialogue to action. It is who 1 am. I will not cower before 
BY tree repression. I will not leave the side of our animal relations. 

On September 10, I I will not be silenced in my defense of Mother Earth. I am 
was released from segre- alive and strong, and I will fight because the spirit is with me. 
gation. As of right now, I did not leave these beliefs at the prison gates. My spirit 
I've been out for five days. I is as strong and defiant as ever. I will always struggle with 
have been given my job every means available to me. And with my dying breath, I 
back on the yard, and will cry for freedom if need be. As we all must. 

I'm working on get- It is our warrior spirit that makes us strong. It is our 
ting back my old willingness to struggle to the end, never giving up, that will 
housing with the rest see us through. Against all odds, we must stand strong and 
of the workers, which united, courageous with the belief that our spirits cannot 
gives me a bigger cell. be broken. We stand with the strength of Mother Earth, 
Yesterday, I had an interesting conversation with a with the strength of all our animal brothers and sisters and 
prison friend. He told me that I need to mellow out and just the web of life. 

do my time — that I can't win against these people. I get We are all descendants of ancient cultures that once 
that a lot from folks— even from supporters on the outs. lived in harmony and balance with the Earth. Yet, thou- 
Revolution is a way of life. It is not one act of resistance, sands of years of genocide and assimilation have brought 
Who we are and how we live will decide the future. I play us to where we are today. It is time each of us remembers 
many roles in my life: I am a son, a brother, an uncle, a best our collective past. It is time each of us renews our oath 
friend and a prisoner. But before every one of those, I am to the web of life. We must rekindle the flames of our 
a warrior. I live my entire life in resistance to society's warrior spirit. 

mindless destruction. Each generation has a responsibility to make things better 

In every role we play, we must be revolutionary. How can for the next. My sisters and brothers, it is time to unite. It is 
we change things if we do not change ourselves? We must time to rise. It is time to fight like we've never fought before, 
rid ourselves of the oppressor within and that starts with our We must challenge this system — and all of its sickness — on 
personal relationships. It starts with how we choose to live, every front. And against all odds, we must win. 

I came to prison as a result of the way 1 lived my life. I Free is serving a 22-year sentence for burning SUVs at a car 
challenged the system and its allies in every fashion — from dealership in Eugene, Oregon, in June 2000. 

Gypsy Remembered 

On September 17, 1998, an irate Pacific Lumber logger, A.E. Ammons, 
felled an old-growth redwood tree in the direction of nonviolent Earth 
First! activists, killing David "Gypsy" Chain. It remains a painful wound 
for Gypsy's friends and family still, but activists remain committed to 
protecting the forest. 

At dawn on the fifth anniversary of Gypsy's death, friends and 
colleagues held a candlelight vigil at his memorial site near Eureka, California. People traveled to Humboldt 
County from as far away as Texas, where Gypsy grew up, to mark the occasion. 

North Coast Earth Firstlers have actively defended the surrounding Grizzly Creek watershed, an area 
containing old-growth redwoods and habitat for the endangered Marbled Murrelet. They hope to preserve the 
area as an expanded memorial to the slain activist and have been occupying a tree called " Aradia" since January 
2002. All around the treesit, trees have been felled, but Aradia remains. Treesitter Turtle explained, "Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber (PL) is still raining destruction on these watersheds, and people are still risking their lives to 
protect the trees while facing continued violence." 

On the eve of the anniversary, PL made another entry into an active Grizzly Creek logging plan. Forest 
defenders locked down and blockaded the logging road, yet they were soon removed. After 1 1 trees were cut, 

PL contract loggers were forced to turn around when activists put themselves between tree and chainsaw. 

For more information, contact North Coast EF!, (707) 825-6598; www.headwaterspreserve.org. 
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Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 



Dear SFB, 

I found the article "Les- 
sons from Biodevastation 7: 
Fight Repression with Orga- 
nization" in your Lugnasadh 
issue by Heather Ajani to be 
uninformed, misleading, 
and, as an organizer of the 
conference, insulting (see 
EF!J July- August 2003). The 
author makes numerous as- 
sertions criticizing "the or- 
ganizers," but seems to have 
had little or no contact with 
the organizers of either the 
Biodev conference or the 
World Agricultural Forum 
action (and makes no dis- 
tinction between the events 
or respective organizers). 

Ajani states that when she 
arrived "a wave of paranoia 
had set in amongst the orga- 
nizers following the police 
raids and arrests of activists," 
and suggests ambivalence 
amongst conference partici- 
pants and organizers regard- 
ing the police actions. The 
atmosphere was chaotic, but 
not paranoid. What is ex- 
pected? And Ajani ignores 
that within an hour of the 
arrests and raids, we had sent 
out press releases to hundreds 
of press contacts worldwide, 
spoken with several lawyers, 
spoken with the press, and 
posted phone numbers for the 
St. Louis police and Mayor's 
offices and encouraged every- 
one at the conference to call. 

She says that "local orga- 
nizers were quick to refer to 


[those marching in the street, 
rather than the sidewalk] as 
rabble rousers." Knowing the 
organizers, this is a preposter- 
ous assertion. She then criti- 
cizes the "small numbers, lack 
of good planning, and access 
to information." For an event 
in this region, the numbers 
were very good. 

As for good planning and 
access to information, Ajani 
did not inquire to organizers 
about the planning process or 
how having a significant part 
of the community arrested 
complicated plans. She did not 
bother to learn how both 
events were organized by a 
very small group of individu- 
als. And she certainly did not 
report anything about the 
Biodev conference, ignoring 
how key activists and scien- 
tists from around the world 
came and discussed for three 
days the inter-related threats 
of genetic engineering, 
biowarfare, and environmen- 
tal racism, what was learned, 
how the conference featured 
more people of color than 
other similar conferences, or 
how much emphasis was put 
into building bridges across 
racial lines in the community. 

The greatest impediment 
in the process was lack of 
organizers. If there is a les- 
son to learn here, it is that 
more people need to share 
in the work of organizing. 
Spontaneity is beautiful and 
work sucks, but if we are to 


maintain anything wild and 
beautiful in this world then 
more people are going to 
have to step up and work 
their asses off. 

— Jim Scheff 

To all fellow animal lovers, 

I am writing to tell of my 
recent subpoena to testify 
before a Grand Jury. I was 
originally requested (told to) 
testify before the Grand Jury 
on Aug. 5 but for whatever 
reasons it was moved to Au- 
gust 19. This Grand Jury was 
the first (that I had heard of) 
to be convened in the state of 
Oklahoma that has to deal 
with animal rights issues. Rea- 
son? I was simply handing 
out literature on the atroci- 
ties that go on behind closed 
doors at Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS). Apparently there 
was some vandalism that hap- 
pened at HLS's Market Maker 
Legacy Trading Company lo- 
cated in Edmond, Oklahoma, 
prior to my lone demo. I was 
the only one at the demo, so 
the FBI saw it fit to pursue me. 

At the Grand Jury hearing 
everything was just as every- 
one has probably read on 
these things. I walked into a 
room with approx 20 jurors 
sitting in front of me with the 
Assistant US Attorney sitting 
on my left. About an arms 
length in front of me was the 
stenographer. No client at- 
torneys (which I had two very 
good ones, thanks guys!). No 


privileges. Well, I did get a 
glass of water. No one else 
allowed in the room. An hour 
went by of reading over the 
actual subpoena and a few 
questions about what groups 
I belonged to, what my be- 
liefs were and did I commit 
certain acts of vandalism. A 
few of the jurors asked some 
questions as well. One juror 
even asked where they could 
get more information and 
what the address was for Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC). Donation?? 

I guess my main reason for 
writing this is to thank each 
and every one of you that has 
supported me, given advice, 
the pro-bono attorneys, and 
continue to speak on behalf 
of the animals in HLS and 
anywhere cruelty can be 
found. Though 1 do not know 
if this will be the end of my 
investigation, I do know that 
I will always be a voice for the 
voiceless. I stood out there in 
Edmond on a cold wet day 
because I care. Alone, cold, 
and FBI agents watching, the 
only thing that went through 
my mind was to educate as 
many people as possible. This 
needs to be in everyone's 
mind. Educate to liberate! The 
more people we tell each and 
every day the closer we are to 
victory. It's coming sooner 
than you may think. 

Thanks, 

— Chris Green, Northeastern 
Oklahoma Animal Helpers 
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Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Thank You! for your July- 
August 2003 article on 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. 

I was one of three arrested at 
the front gates during your 
back-country action. I went 
over the blue line with a 
Catholic nun and brought my 
favorite Spirit Guide, Jesus, 
with me. As we said our 
prayers, we were taken away 
and placed in a van. Dr. 
Sanderson Beck, author of the 
Nonviolent Action Handbook, 
went across a little while later, 
then crossed again two days 
later. The Sister and I received 
a ridiculous punishment of 
three years supervised proba- 
tion, and Dr. Beck is currently 
serving his second jail term, 
three months. Still yet to come 
is Peace Camp owner and 
Vandenberg Action Coalition 
Co-Founder Bud Booth's Oc- 
tober trespassing trial. 

While in this quiet non-re- 
sistance phase, I have taken 
time to watch Ground-based 
Midcourse Missile Defense and 
ICBM Minuteman III activi- 
ties. Our good environmental 
steward, the California Coastal 
Commission, approved 6 
GMD silos and 1 1 launch fa- 
cilities — "without a hitch" — 
for action (not testing, but 
the real thing) during their 
Huntington Beach meeting. 
They feel that it's obvious that 
shooting missiles doesn't 
harm water or living crea- 
tures. They know this because 
the military tells them so. 
Even more interestingly, the 
so-called peaceful, beneficial 
space exploration and "envi- 
ronmental" data collecting 
launches are now sending up 
missile defense booster equip- 
ment. Hardly an outcry out 
of anyone since everyone re- 
ally appreciates the goods 
that the military delivers in 
these corporate commercial 
launches, even if they do 
contain a bit of weaponry 
equipment. Next year, the 
brain-dead Santa Barbara/San 
Luis Obispo County folks will 
no doubt sleep through the 
25 high energy chemical oxy- 
gen iodine laser tests over 
the ocean. 


Anyway, thanks for giving 
a care and super love to you 
back-country Actioneers! 

— Sheila Baker, Vandenberg 
Watch 

Dear SFB, 

In Humboldt County we 
deal with private property 
not public (see £F// May-J une 
2003). This makes property 
destruction a very unwise and 
dangerous decision and not 
to mention unwanted. If Rod 
really cared about the lives 
of activists, he would con- 
sider what the backlash of 
this tactic would be. If you 
add a strong dislike for activ- 
ists, a declining rate of em- 
ployment, destruction of 
someone's property and a 
possibility of speed addicted 
loggers, you end in a very 
dangerous situation. 

David Gypsy Chain was 
killed by a logger that was 


using speed. We must re- 
member how people will 
retaliate whether or not they 
are using drugs. Property 
damage provokes violence 
especially when it is personal 
property, which is the case 
in Humboldt County. 

Also, I'd like to add that this 
tactic makes framing activists 
much easier. We in the forest 
defense of Humboldt County 
do not use the tactic of prop- 
erty destruction for very good 
reasons. Rod is undermining 
and discrediting what people 
in our community have been 
working so hard to achieve. 

— Anonymous 


Dear SFB, 

In accord with the wishes 
of the Pierce County (Wash- 
ington) Superior Court, 1 just 
attended my first Narcotics 
Anonymous meeting, and it 
gave me an idea. With all due 
respect to those who have 
found Narcotics Anonymous/ 
Alcoholics Anonymous help- 
ful, I would like to suggest the 
formation of "Consumers 
Anonymous" groups. These 
would support persons who 
are ready to admit that they 
have a consumption problem. 
Hello, my name is David, and 
I'm addicted to consumption. 

—David G. 

Hi, 

I'm reading the new Earth 
First! Journal right now, and so 
far, I think it's one of the best 
I've seen (see EF!J September- 
October 2003). The cover’s 
great, and what I've read so far 


is very thought provoking. 

I really appreciate the inclu- 
siveness in "Wilding the Revo- 
lution by" Strider Longshanks. 
Having been on both sides of 
being excluded, and bone- 
headedly excluding, I was 
moved enough by the piece 
that I considered typing and 
sending it to my list. 

Reading about Katuah EF! 
on the inside cover is very heart- 
ening. I am from around Chat- 
tanooga as is my family for 
generations, indeed, some of 
my ancestors have been there 
for as long as people have in- 
habited the place. I love the 
area. It's very conservative and 


very much the "Bible Belt" — 
no denying that. But it's also 
its own hotbed of resistance. 
That's the history a lot of people 
don't understand. Many folks 
there supported the under- 
ground railroad, fought against 
the confederacy, opposed the 
carpet-baggers and skalawags, 
and opposed Jim Crow. Afri- 
can-Americans, Cherokee, and 
Choctaw have a long history 
of resistance there, in particu- 
lar. When I travel back home, 
I am convinced that there is a 
growing environmental con- 
sciousness. We can very much 
thank folks like the EF!ers there 
for bringing these issues to 
the foreground. 

The articles about sexism 
make me want to argue with 
and dismiss them — which is 
great, because I'm just full of 
it, sexism-wise! 

"Burn, Baby, Burn" — what 
can you say? I mean, the main 
importance of an action like 
that just may be that it gives 
inspiration and hope at a time 
when it is so easy to be de- 
feated and rendered useless 
by despair. And the setting — 
San Diego is such a beautiful 
and depressing place. It has 
all these incredibly unique 
and varied ecosystems bor- 
dered on all sides by sprawl 
and encroachment. 

Hey — all this praise is heart- 
felt! I often get pissed off at 
the Journal 

Keep up the good work, 

— James 

Dear SFB, 

The last issue's cover with 
the naked older womon on 
the front was totally offensive 
(see EF!J July- August 2003). If 
there was a naked young 
womon on the cover, the 
shitstorm would never have 
died down, but this cover mir- 
rors mainstream society’s atti- 
tude that older womyn have 
no sexuality, images of their 
bodies are intrinsically non- 
sexual, and thus it is not ex- 
ploitative to show them nude. 
Editors, please include ageism 
in your pantheon of society's 
ills to avoid. 

Love 'n' Rage, 

— Rotten Leaves 
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Taking *Back 


Revolution is based on land. Land is the basis of all independence. 


by Stacy Pettigrew and Skott Kellogg 

The Movimiento Sin Tierra (MST), or the Landless Workers 
Movement, is one of the most powerful grassroots move- 
ments in the world. Beginning in Brazil more than 20 years 
ago, the MST is now more than one million members 
strong throughout Latin America and has won land equiva- 
lent to half the area of Ohio. 

Frustrated by the elite's monopoly on land ownership, 
as well as extreme poverty and unresponsive govern- 
ments, members of the MST form small groups to occupy 
and create settlements on idle land. Land occupations, of 
which the MST has carried out 
tens of thousands, play a key 
role in the mistica, the mo- 
ment of collective theater and 
mythmaking that kicks off all 
MST events. 

Brazilian MST leader Joao 
Pedro Stedile recognizes that it 
is a huge step for a poor rural 
family to take part in an occu- 
pation . "The vehemence of this 
action means that no one can 
sit on the fence," he says. "You 
have to have a position, either 
in favor or against." Another 
MST leader, Jaime Amorim, 
says it is the decision to risk all 
in a dangerous and arduous 
land occupation that sparks off 
a process of change in the indi- 
vidual: "Rural workers can 
learn more on the day of the 
occupation than during a 
whole lifetime." 

The settlers often face violence from landowners, agri- 
business and governmental armed forces. Yet despite these 
obstacles, MST settlements are creating alternative models 
of living and are securing physical spaces where hundreds 
of thousands of families can live decent, independent lives 
instead of having to submit themselves to the degradation 
and poverty of city slums. 

Today, local MST groups are springing up throughout the 
Americas, including in Peru, Mexico and Bolivia. 

Bolivia: The Epicenter of Agrarian Conflict 

It is no surprise that people have embraced land occupa- 
tions in Bolivia, one of the poorest countries in South 


America. In 2000, the MST Bolivia formed in Gran Chaco, 
an area described in the Bolivian newsweekly El Pulso as 
"the epicenter of agrarian conflict, where latifundistas and 
huge tracts of land contrast with the exploitation of share- 
croppers and farm laborers living in conditions of semi- 
slavery." Established during the Spanish conquest, the 
economic system of latifundismo is based on huge, export- 
driven plantations, called haciendas or latifundos. 

The Bolivian revolution enacted sweeping agrarian 
reforms in 1953, stating that idle land should be given to 
those who would work it. However, power quickly left 
the hands of the people who fought the war, and the 

land was distributed to friends 
of the ruling regime instead 
of the poor. 

In 1996, the National Insti- 
tute of Agrarian Reform (INRA) 
was created to verify that the 
titles to all of the farm land in 
the country were legally ob- 
tained and whether land was 
being excessively monopo- 
lized. Campesino (farmer) or- 
ganizations, including those 
that would later form the MST, 
refused to participate in the 
negotiations leading up to the 
INRA because they felt it vio- 
lated their constitutional right 
to the free endowment of land. 

"Our struggle began with 
marches, protests and land take- 
overs," explains Wilfor Colque 
Caceres, secretary of the MST 
Bolivia National Coordinating 
Committee. "We no longer ask the authorities to give us the 
land, because when we do that, they cut us off. We go 
directly to lands. . . We enter, we work, we occupy the lands. " 

He describes the MST as "an organization of men and 
women fighting for the recuperation of land that has been 
usurped by national and international businessmen." They 
form in local, autonomous nuclei that identify and occupy 
abandoned or unproductive land. 

"The National Coordinating Committee is a collective 
(egalitarian) body, there is no hierarchy. We are all equal — 
that helps us to be a stronger body. In order to decide on 
a matter, we make our decisions amongst all of us." He 
explains that the MST is organized in each of Bolivia's 
nine departments (states). There are 4,250 families living 


There is little that will stand in the way of 
the wave of devastation except the success of 
those who are making their stand in place. 
Again and again, the people of the MST have 
tried to make this point to us, fully aware of 
the shortcomings in themselves and in their 
communities. 

The MST has made impressive progress 
against the terribly powerful forces thrown 
against them, and they have built stable 
communities where it had seemed impossible 
to do so. 

— Angus Wright and Wendy Wolford 
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the Land 


Inside Bolivia’s 
Landless Workers 
Movement 


Land is the basis of freedom, justice and equality. — Malcolm X 


on occupied land in the department of Santa Cruz. “Some 
are on plantations, others are on forested reserves." The 
MST firmly states that it won't touch productive or 
Indigenous lands. 

"It's not that we look for people to organize," says 
Colque. "People that organize themselves come here and 
say to us: 'Look, we want to form part of the MST, and we 
found land to takeover.' So what we do is talk, share 
experiences, tell them what problems they can anticipate. 


Every day, organizations arrive here asking for informa- 
tion. Communities invite us to their meetings." 

Colque describes the solidarity among MST groups in 
different countries: "We have mutual support. Not only 
with Brazil, but with Peru and Mexico also. We have a 
coordination in which compaheros from here, Bolivia, go to 
train in Brazil. Recently a Brazilian compahero visited us, 
sharing experiences." 

continued on next page 



One of the most celebrated MS I' conipiests wits the reoccupation of the 20(),0()()-ncre (Haconietti plantation 
On the triumphal moment of entry into the latifiimlio, photographer Sebastian Salgailo wrote: 







It was impressive, this column of 12,000 landless peasants, made up of 3,000 families, marching into the cold 
night in the beginning of Winter in Parang. The peasant army advanced in almost complete silence. The only 
thing you could hear was the regular breathing of people accustomed to making an effort, and the dull thud of 
feet on the asphalt. 

When we arrived, day was breaking. The early morning was wrapped in a thick mist from the Igua^u River that 
runs close by. The mist slowly began to lift. And the river of peasants, which had flowed down the asphalt 
throughout the night, finally stopped as it reached the gate of the estate, and then spread out, like the water 
of a dam. 

But the small army protecting the latifundio did nothing, so the men on the front line broke the padlock, 
opened the gates and entered. Behind them, the river of peasants began to move. They raised sickles, hoes and 
flags in an unrestrained avalanche of hope in this reencounter with life — and the repressed cry of the people 
without land rang out with a single voice in the clarity of the new day: “Agrarian reform! A struggle for us all!" 
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The Complexity of Bolivian Forest Reserves 


continued from previous page 

The MST on Globalization 

According to Colque, the MST 
doesn't isolate the issue of landless- 
ness from other national concerns. 
Bolivians are wary of continuing at- 
tempts to privatize water after suc- 
cessfully resisting the US-based 
Bechtel Corporation's privatization 
plans in 2000. The US-imposed war 
on drugs against the traditionally 
used coca plant has resulted in the 
forced eradication of the crop, vio- 
lence and deep resentment amongst 
campesinos. The proposed sale of Bo- 
livian natural gas to the US has boiled 
over with strikes and roadblocks. Pro- 
testers have been reported injured 
and dead at the hands of governmen- 
tal armed forces. 

Closely tied to all national con- 
cerns is the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA), which would open 
up Bolivia's natural resources to the 
international market, as well as deci- 
mate local farmers. "The FTAA is a 
matter that is very worrisome. They 
are trying to silence us. For us, this is 
a genocidal law," says Colque. 

Not surprisingly, MST settlements 
in Bolivia have been violently re- 
pressed within months of their begin- 
nings, as landowners use every means 


Among the complex issues accom- 
panying Bolivian national forest re- 
serves, ecological priorities often 
compete with corruption, extreme 
poverty and unequal land distribu- 
tion. While the well-intentioned 
North American environmental atti- 
tude would be in defense of the re- 
serves, the Movimiento Sin Tierra (MST) 
views these areas as government rack- 
ets to keep the poor from having land 
to live off of. The MST maintains that 
the land is not being protected, while 
logging companies are allowed to con- 
tinue reaping profits. 

"All of this is a trick, with a wink 
and a nod from the government, so 
that lumber companies can continue 
to operate without paying the li- 
cense fee," says Wilfor Colque 
Caceres, secretary of the MST Bolivia 
National Coordinating Committee. 
Colque adds that there is not much 
public knowledge about the logging 
companies destroying the forested 
reserves. Three trees are supposed to 
be planted for each one cut down, 
yet this has not been enforced. 

Wealthy landowners and petro- 
leum and lumber companies have 


been known to join forces to start 
"environmental" campaigns, which 
accuse campesinos of destroying the 
environment. Such campaigns have 
gained the distrust of campesinos and 
Indigenous groups, as they are used 
as fronts to drive poor people from 
the land and exploit its resources. 

According to Colque, "The protected 
areas provide a profit for non-gov- 
ernmental organizations, the envi- 
ronmentalists. That is to say, they 
take the land from us by designating 
it a 'protected area.' Indigenous 
people and campesinos can't enter, 
can't even set foot inside. Meanwhile, 
those from outside come; the tour- 
ists, they enter and remove plants to 
study. They do all that, but we don't 
receive any benefit." 

The MST is organized and ready to 
seize lands in several states in Bo- 
livia. "This Summer, there was a 
meeting in Cochabamba where it 
was said that if the government 
doesn't solve the restitution of land, 
we will enter the protected areas. We 
are not going to be concerned with 
whether they are protected areas or 
forested reserves," said Colque. 


It is not through resignation but through rebellion that we affirm ourselves as human beings. — Paulo Freire 


available to stop them. Throughout the MST, several hun- 
dred landless workers have been killed since the movement 
was formed. In many cases, the title-holding landowners 
enlist the help of other poor, landless campesinos by prom- 
ising them a piece of land. 

On November 9, 2001, six Bolivian MST members were 
murdered at the settlement of Pananti, outside the city of 
Yacuiba. The 7,000 acres of land encompassing Pananti 
had been given to a family in 1974 in return for their 
cooperation with the military dictatorship. By 1993, it was 
abandoned. More than 100 families occupied the empty 
plantation, and six months later, six campesinos were killed 
and 16 wounded on their way to work in the fields. The 
gunmen fled, but a local anti-MST landowner was caught 
by the campesinos and beaten to death. 

MST leader Pablo Ruben Martinez Padilla recounted, 
"They were fighting for something just. They wanted a 
piece of land, so they could survive, because there isn't 
money, there aren't jobs." 

When asked what message he would like relayed to the 
American public, Colque replied, "The poor people are always 
against the government because the government applies the 
stipulations of the International Monetary Fund, the Interna- 
tional Bank of Development and the World Bank. We are 


almost nine million inhabitants; we owe US$900 per person, 
from when a child is born until death." According to the 
World Bank, Bolivia's per capita annual income is US$950. "It 
is a very large debt for us. We see that the beneficiary of the 
loaned money is never the poor people. It simply stays among 
the government's inner circle." 

It is very clear to the MST and other campesino and 
Indigenous groups throughout Latin America that 
free trade policies hurt them while directly benefiting 
international and US-based interests. Activists in the US 
can most effectively support the MST, and groups like 
them, by organizing in their own backyard against these 
global powers. 

Colque concluded, "The struggle continues, and it will 
be a fight — it is not simply on a national level, but a South 
American level and also global. We will continue because 
it is worth more to die for the land than to be on one's 
knees to the government and before this system that they 
are imposing." 

Stacy Pettigrew is a radio journalist for the Women's Inter- 
national News Gathering Service, while Skott Kellogg is an 
ecological designer, permaculture teacher and a sustainability 
consultant. This story is based on interviews conducted in 
Bolivia this past Summer. 
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To Inherit the Earth, by Angus Wright and 
Wendy Wolford, Food First Books, 2003. 

An informative and enjoyable book written 
about Brazil's landless workers movement, To 
Inherit the Earth tells a detailed story about how 
the MST has used nonviolent means to secure 
access to more than 20 million acres of farm- 
land for thousands of formerly landless and 
jobless people. 

Written from interviews and research done 
across the span of several years, the book gives an 
in-depth history of the movement. Additional 
chapters review the MST's relationship to the 
environment and give assessments of its suc- 
cesses, shortcomings and influences. 

This is a book for anyone interested in the 
complex relations between land owners, landless 
people, governments and environmentalists. 

— Skott Kellogg 


This past September 1 1 marked the anniversary of the 1972 US- 
backed military coup against the democratically elected socialist 
government of Chilean President Salvador Allende. To memorial- 
ize the 3,200 Chileans who were brutally tortured and disappeared, 
the f reedom Archives and AK Press have released a Cl) compilation 
of testimonies from the survivors. 

Chile: Promise of Freedom is required listening for anyone unfamil- 
iar with US imperialist policies practiced in Central and South 
America. It is especially relevant in light of continuing US foreign 
policy that favors military intervention to open the door for the 
global marketplace and US corporations. 

"It was a time when the worst and the best came to the surface. 
People who were very outspoken 
leaders went into hiding, and 
people who were very quiet — 
priests or workers that no one 
had ever noticed before — became 
heroes," says Isabel Allende, niece 
of Salvador Allende. 

Artists, labor organizers and 
common citizens were rounded 
up daily by secret police. The 
arrested would shout their names 
as they were bei ng d ragged away, 
hoping to be heard and not be- 
come one of the " desaparecidos" 
or disappeared. 

I he CD relates how sports stadiums became concentration camps. 
Each morning, bodies would he found of those who, fearing torture, 
jumped from the stadiums' high walls to their deaths. 

l or those who have never heard the names Allende or Pinochet, 
this CD will leave you angry one moment and crying the next, 
especially where testimonies are interspersed with beautiful Chilean 
music hv torture victims like Victor Jara, whose guitar-playing hands 
were crushed by Pinochet's torturers. With the US fast approaching 
the level of totalitarianism that it helped to create in Chile, Chile: 
Promise of Freedom is a chilling reminder of file lengths governments 
will go to in order to protect their power and privilege, 
for more information, visit www.akpress.org. 

—Ron Coron \ih> 


Cutting the Wire: The Story of the 
Landless Movement in Brazil, by Sue 
Bradford and fan Rocha, Latin American 
Bureau, 2002. 

"When the pliers cut the wire, and it 
snaps like the strings of a violin and the 
fence tumbles down, the sem terra lose 
their innocence,” says the poet Pedro 
Tierra. In Cutting the Wire, we see how 
people, such as Tierra, have found not 
only land to work but knowledge, self 
confidence and hope through the MST. 

We read how this landless rural work- 
ers movement and its acts of land occu- 
pation have become the baptism of fire 
for new members. Once the fuse is lit, 
a profound process of personal and 
political transformation takes place. 


MST settlements are also places where 
people can experiment with new forms 
of alternative agriculture, education and 
health care, places where profit is not 
the only measure of success. 

Cutting the Wire is comprehensive in 
its mixing of history, politics and eco- 
nomics, as well as its comparisons 
with social struggles in England in the 
1600s and recent movement building 
in the US. 

The book clearly demonstrates that 
in a region where so many move- 
ments for change have been co-opted, 
corrupted and absorbed by the domi- 
nant political system, the MST has 
obstinately refused to compromise. 

— Marcel Idels 
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by Lesley Adams 

In a significant blow to the economic 
colonization of the planet, the fifth 
ministerial of the World Trade Organi- 
zation (WTO) ended in failure in 
Cancun, Mexico, on September 14. 

As people from around the world 
gathered in the streets of Cancun to 
share their resistance to the WTO, 
ministers from more than 20 poor 
countries formed an alliance to stand 
up to the richest countries in the world. 
The global South demanded that con- 
tentious agricultural issues be resolved 
before moving on to the new trade 
regulations being pushed by the Euro- 
pean Union and the US. The global 
North would not budge, so the global 
South walked out. No deals, no agree- 
ments. Millions of dollars were spent 
to secure a meeting that completely 
failed, the second time in four years 
for this illegitimate global government. 
The ministers from Swaziland and Bra- 
zil commented that without the ac- 
tions of resistance on both the inside 
and outside of the meeting, they would 
have never stood up to the European 
Union and the US. 

A Tapestry of Resistance 

On the first day of the ministerial, 
when campesinos (farmers) led more than 
10,000 protesters toward the hotel zone 
where the meetings were being held, 
police stopped the march six miles from 
the convention center at a spot that 
became known as "Kilometer Zero. " The 
site became a focal point for outrage. 

"The WTO kills farmers" was the 
chant Korean farmer Lee Kyung Hae 
screamed from the frontlines before 
stabbing himself and falling to his death 
on the opening day of the talks. This 
act of sacrifice set a tone for the rest of 
the week. That same chant continued 
throughout the ministerial in street 
theater, banners, 24-hour vigils and 
demonstrations carried out by non- 
governmental organizations inside the 
convention center. 

Large and small affinity groups took 
action around the fortressed hotel 
zone. These included marches, a build- 
ing squat, disruption of the opening 
ceremony, a pagan spiral dance out- 
side of the convention center, an 
evening caserolazo (Argentinean-style 
street drumming and marching) and 
the dumping of genetically engineered 
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corn at a press conference. Three protesters hung a banner 
from a 300-foot-tall crane that read "Que se vayan todos" 
("They all must go"). 

On September 10, women from Mexico and around the 
world marched to Kilometer Zero, determined to break 
through the barricades using bolt cutters to dismantle the 
wire. The Koreans tied ropes to the remaining metal, and 
hundreds of people pulled it down. Less than 24 hours after 
the fence came down, the talks also collapsed. 

Strengthening the Fabric of the Grassroots 

Many people found strength in the diversity of groups 
gathered in the streets of Cancun. We were challenged by 
the integration of different cultures with different tactics, 
organizing methods and social relations. The language 
barrier was also challenging. People who came with a 
working knowledge of Spanish had an easier time and 
perhaps were ultimately more helpful. Some who did not 
speak any Spanish felt isolated. 

Direct-action planning meetings started early, but they 
lacked attendance by the majority of people who would be 
in the streets. Campesinos traveling during harvest season 
and students who caravaned from Mexico City faced time 
constraints, which left internationals as the majority who 
came early to help set up. 

Ultimately, the attempts to integrate Mexicans and 
internationals into concerted, pre-planned direct action 
failed. Once the Mexican students arrived, many felt unfa- 
miliar with the spokescouncil model used by the US activists 
at the organizational meetings. Activists from the US, al- 
though experienced in mass mobilizations (due largely to 
privilege), needed to observe and assist rather than empha- 
size an organizing model that would unfortunately waste 
time. However, creativity, flexibility and the integration of 
new information allowed ideas, processes and actions to 
succeed in modified form. 

Direct action that incorporated different communities 
unfolded in a decentralized and spontaneous manner — 
two attributes that became our greatest strengths. Another 
asset to this mobilization was the Koreans' militancy, 
although theirgender dynamics were challenging for many. 

In the weeks preceding the ministerial, the Green Bloc 
constructed an eco-village to demonstrate a sustainable 
model of living. The village helped to diffuse the harm done 
by the local media, which had labeled the protesters as 
"globalofobicos" who were coming to destroy the town. 
Through our creativity and transparency, the local media 
changed its tune and gave the protests favorable coverage 
throughout the ministerial. 

The patriarchal foundation upon which the WTO was 
built affected many within the mobilization as men often 
took the stage, the microphone and the decisions. Yet 
several actions challenged this dynamic. Commandante 
Esther of the fijercito Zapatista de Liberation National issued 
a statement that addressed the struggle of women: 

"Clearly, we say that when we demand respect for 
women, we do not only demand it of the neoliberals. We 
are also going to demand it from those who say they are 
revolutionaries while acting like Bush in their homes." 

Lee's suicide generated feelings of respect, honor, confu- 
sion and disappointment. One group from Europe com- 
municated that suicide is not an appropriate form of 


collective struggle, citing their philosophy that rebellion is 
an expression of life. While many may agree with this 
sentiment, this criticism is also an example of the misun- 
derstanding that often surfaces between cultures that are 
learning to work in solidarity despite differences in social 
or political constructs. Lee's death symbolically fell on 
Chusok, the most important Korean national holiday 
where family and friends gather to give thanks to their 
ancestry and for the food that sustains life. 

Although people worked to unify a voice against the WTO, 
there was still a lack of an Earth-centered critique among the 
majority of protesters. As environmentalists, we must con- 
tinue to infiltrate the masses and articulate an Earth-centered 
message that connects the differing strands of resistance to 
corporate globalization. 

Ultimately, the success of our collective struggle in Cancun 
manifested as a living process of imaginative improvisation 
in the face of militarism, pessimism and intimidation. 

Where Will the WTO Go from Here? 

With the failure of the Cancun ministerial, many WTO 
members are questioning the feasibility of such a global 
institution. The original 2005 deadline for the Doha round 
of negotiations is highly unlikely given the outcome in 
Cancun, since significant progress was needed on these 
issues in Mexico. According to WTO Deputy Director 
General Roderick Abbott, "The Cancun episode has al- 
ready cost us three to four months." Abbott estimates that 
the Doha negotiations may not be completed until 2006. 
The WTO General Council is scheduled to meet in Geneva 
by December 15 to determine the next course of action for 
the organization. 

Some people speculate that the US actually wanted the 
Cancun talks to fail. US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick 
made it clear that the US would pursue bilateral trade 
agreements with countries that played a "constructive" role 
in Cancun. These agreements may be easier to slip past the 
defenses of global resistance, which could result in a more 
fragmented global justice movement. To divide and con- 
quer is an old and trusted method of the conqueror. 

This is reason to focus on the upcoming meeting of the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas in Miami, Florida, from 
November 20-21 . The events in Cancun derailed the global 
trade agenda, and progress during the negotiations in 
Miami will be more difficult. While the WTO sits stunned 
and retreats to Geneva, we must go on the offensive. 
Revolution is a process, not a moment to wait for. 

There is, and should continue to be, a constant critique of 
the efficacy of mass mobilizations, especially in the face of 
increased military repression. However, just as the world that 
we envision fits many worlds, our activities should manifest 
both large and small, quiet and loud. Standing up together 
against the oppressors should never be dismissed. Building 
alliances and solidarity between struggles is vital to counter 
the ways in which the current power structure is connecting 
our global community. The world is being globalized whether 
we like it or not. They choose to globalize capital. We choose 
to globalize resistance. 

Lesley Adams works in the Siskiyou Mountains where she is 
investigating the behavior of non-native invasive species to 
determine if they can teach the radical activist community 
methods of proliferation. 
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by El Pico 

For a technologically enabled resi- 
dent of a wealthy country, the work of 
creating and distributing alternative 
media can take numerous forms: print, 
video and web, to name a few. But for 
the five billion people living in a dif- 
ferent economic reality, world news 
media generally originates from only 
one source: radio. 

In places where daily newspapers 
have never been delivered, where tele- 
vision signals have never been re- 


is the media that travels around the 
globe to every camp, village and town. 
It is heard daily by hundreds of mil- 
lions of people. 

So when an organization as hell- 
bent on global domination as the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) met 
in Cancun, Mexico, in September, it 
seemed fitting that a voice of the people 
should be broadcast to the entire world. 
The dream was pirate radio, planet- 
wide, via short wave. 

Rigging the Topsail 


hemlock in Washington's Olympic 
National Forest during the Seattle 
round of WTO negotiations in No- 
vember 1999. The FM signal — trans- 
mitted from station Y2WTKO — was 
heard throughout the Seattle metro- 
politan area during those five historic 
days of protest. When federal agents 
tracked the signal to the base of the 
hemlock, they endured a thorough 
taunting and left empty-handed. 

Despite an impressive resume of ac- 
tions in its five-year history, the jump 
from RFC to RFC-International was 


ceived, where DSL, cable, phone or 
powerlines may never reach, 
short-wave radio signals bounce 
down from the ionosphere and 
become battery-powered news 
and music. Short-wave 
radio, also called ^ 

world band, ^ ^ 






V) 


Start 45 feet up a guy- 
wired fir pole. Follow 
the wire 200 feet over 
to the top of a tall 
ponderosa pine. 
Trace the thick, 


hardly guaranteed. But the theory 
made sense. With enough three-phase 
power, used equipment rewired for 
unimagined new purposes and a prop- 
erly tuned, end-fire dipole antennae 
pointing toward Cancun, the signal 


Yw 4t tfvtf jrte S T : Ytt CmcA 
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shielded feedline down through 
the oak canopy to the half-ton 
of salvaged industrial ampli- 
fier and then back to the 
modified amateur-radio 
transceiver. Inputs come 
from microphones, com- 
puters, compact discs and 
tape players. In the back- 
ground, a 25-kilowatt generator 
cooking on biodiesel hums. Every- 
thing is grounded with six-foot-long 
copper rods firmly planted into 
Mother Earth. You are at the site of 
Radio Free Cascadia's (RFC) latest 
and craziest attempt to operate be- 
hind enemy headlines. 

RFC first went on the air in 1998 
and is perhaps best known for its 
broadcast from high in a western 


would travel up out of Oregon, bounce 
off of the outer atmosphere and come 
down into Mexico. The hope was that 
any of the millions of short-wave ra- 
dio listeners in Mexico could tune to 
15045 KHz and hear a whole different 
story about the WTO. 

Some great storytellers were ready 
to go. An Indigenous man from South 
America was onsite with an extensive 
collection of Indigenous and revolu- 
tionary music from the Americas and 
a strong understanding of globaliza- 
tion as it affects people on the ground. 
A Mexican woman and a woman from 
the US had agreed to provide corre- 
spondence from the streets of Cancun. 
A bilingual woman with years of 
Central American short-wave pro- 
gramming experience rounded out 
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the principal on-air team. Half of the 
programming would be in Spanish 
and half in English. 

When the switch was thrown, the 
first sign of non-disaster was the lack of 
smoke or fire coming from amp or wire. 
"Thank you for tuning to RFC-Interna- 
tional, broadcasting from an organic 
farm in the mountains of Cascadia. We 
are broadcasting in solidarity with the 
people in the streets of Cancun. We 
modulate the air as freely as we breathe 
it, in opposition to those who . 
seek to control it." f 

Something positive seemed ' / 

to be happening when speak- i* 
ers in a farmhouse nearby were 
found playing the program 
without turning the radio on! 

Good try, but not quite. 

Measurements indicated that the 
system was throwing out a signal with 
strength above 8,000 watts — the largest 
AM stations in the US produce 50,000 
watts. But was anyone listening? 

Out went the live interviews from 
the streets during actions. Out went 
the latest news on the ever-failing 
negotiations. Out went programming 
on the repression of Indigenous people 
and people of color, as well as inter- 
views with Starhawk and a local Latino 
labor organizer. Programs were broad- 
cast about the September 11, 1973, 
US-sponsored coup in Chile and the 
on-going, US-sponsored war in Co- 
lombia. Another program reported on 
the mysterious disappearance and ritual 
killings of hundreds of young, Mexi- 
can women working in maquiladoras 
on the US border during the last 10 
years. And out went an amazing collec- 
tion of songs of resistance: everything 
from Rage Against the Machine to Incan 
flute; from Latin punk to Johnny Cash. 

Then, in came the reception reports. 
The signal was strong all over Florida. 
The signal was received in Mexico 
City. But wait, email reports said they 
were hearing RFC-International all the 
way down in Argentina and Ecuador, 
backward up into Alaska and Nova 
Scotia, and on the other side of the 
world in China and Indonesia! The 
dream had become real — pirates of 
the airwaves had gone global. 

Scuttling the Scurvy Dogs 

After five days and approaching 50 
hours of programming, the bigger 
dream came true. RFC-International 


proudly broadcast to the world that 
the WTO had again collapsed, demon- 
strating a global movement of grow- 
ing power and sophistication. A call 
went out that we all redouble our 
efforts to pull down the global system 
of repression in the days, months and 
years ahead. 

The numerous low flybys from 
surveillance helicopters not with- 
standing, and despite the danger of 
working with seven kilovolts of 



potential energy, as well as the sacri- 
fice of time and $10,000 of personal 
funds, this was a media action of 
unprecedented success. jSt se puede! 
Yes, we can be the media. Yes, we can 
give voice to the otherwise unheard. 
Yes, we can stop the powerful, some- 
times with just our words. 

To learn more about RFC-Interna- 
tional, contact rfci@riseup.net; 
www.riseup.net/radiofreecascadia. 

For information about pirate 
and micropower FM radio, visit 
www.diymedia.net; www.radio4all.net. 
To order a compilation CD of the Se- 
attle WTO broadcasts, send $10 to the 
Cascadia Media Collective, POB 703, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 

El Pico is the mountain peak, the bird's 
beak and the pickaxe. 
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Endangered Mexican Gray 
Wolves Shot 

Four dead Mexican gray wolves 
were located in September— rep- 
resenting the greatest rash of 
mortalities since the species was 
reintroduced to the Southwest in 
1998. The wolves were found in 
the Gila Wilderness of western 
New Mexico and in southeastern 
Arizona. Area residents and envi- 
ronmentalists suspect all four 
wolves were shot. 

Twenty-two Mexican gray 
wolves have been killed since the 
reintroduction program began. 

A New Mexico rancher specu- 
lated, "People may be aggravated 
that they can't get an elk any- 
more. They pay big bucks for a 
permit, and there is not much elk 
in the Gila because there is pretty 
stiff competition from the wolves. " 

Twenty-seven radio-collared 
wolves and an estimated 10-15 
offspring, not including pups that 
were born this year, currently live 
in the wild. 

Longliners Violate ESA 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled on August 21 that the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
had violated the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act by authorizing longline 
fishing off the coast of California 
without analyzing the related 
impacts to endangered sea turtles 
and seabirds. The ruling came in 
response to a lawsuit brought by 
the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity and Turtle Island Restoration 
Network. "The time has finally 
come for this illegal and highly 
destructive fishery to be closed," 
said Brendan Cummings, an at- 
torney for the Center. 

The California longline fishing 
fleet uses mono-filament lines up 
to 30 miles long, each carrying 
thousands of hooks. In addition 
to the targeted fish, these lines 
are known to ensnare the endan- 
gered leatherback turtle, marine 
mammals, seabirds and sharks. 
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THE SMOG MONSTERS VS. THE ELF 


Burning for a Batter 



by Rod Coronado 

When Jeffrey "Free" Luers and Craig 
"Critter" Marshall torched three SUVs 
at Romania Chevrolet in Eugene, Or- 
egon, in June 2000, they set in motion 
a new era of monkeywrenching. While 
Luers awaited trial, 36 more SUVs 
burned at the same dealership. Luers' 
22-year prison sentence is a reflection 
of a society that values corporate free 
enterprise, consumerism and property 
above the environment. 

The communique following the sec- 
ond Romania fire announced: "Gas-guz- 
zling SUVs are at the forefront of this 
imperialistic culture's caravan toward 
self-destruction. We can no 
longer allow the rich to parade 
around in their armored ex- 
istence, leaving a wasteland 
behind in their tire tracks. We 
must strike out against what 
destroys us before we all choke 
on smog." 

As many urban drivers re- 
place passenger cars with 
SUVs, carbon dioxide levels 
in the air have increased three- 
fold. The Surface Transporta- 
tion Policy Project (STPP) in 
August reported that two mil- 
lion tons, or 57 percent of all 
air pollutants in Los Angeles, 
California, come from tailpipe 
emissions. Whether an oil 
tanker spill in Karachi or the 
proposed oil exploration in 
the caribou breeding grounds 
of the Arctic National Wild- 
life Refuge, America's consumption of 
25 percent of the world's oil is killing 
the environment and people alike. 

While SUVs have become a legiti- 
mate anti-pollution target, does torch- 
ing them make a difference? 

Since the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
began attacking SUVs, General Motors 
has alerted its dealers to beware of the 
eco-sabotuers. Kroll, Inc., a "global 
threat management" company, has 
been advising SUV dealers in security 
strategies and has recommended that 
they establish contact with FBI terrorist 
specialists to share information. All 


American Pontiac-Buick-GMC in Hous- 
ton, Texas, hired 24-hour security and 
installed a $100,000 video surveillance 
system in response to an incident on 
September 3, when eco-vandals dam- 
aged two-thirds of the SUV inventory. 
The president of the dealership com- 
mented, "It's definitely going to impact 
our bottom line." Unwilling to accept 
any responsibility for the nation's grow- 
ing levels of auto-emission pollution, 
automakers and dealers are instead prac- 
ticing a siege mentality by offering up to 
$100,000 rewards for ELF members. 

After the August ELF arson at 
Clippinger Chevrolet-Hummer in Cali- 
fornia, the dealership's insurance com- 
pany raised its premiums by 25 percent. 


The National Automobile Dealers Asso- 
ciation reported that additional insur- 
ance costs for SUV dealers will likely 
raise the price of SUVs for consumers. If 
insurance companies consider private 
SUV ownership a greater risk, higher 
premiums may also be on the way for 
the individual. One communique from 
the ELF stated its determination to "take 
the profit motive out of killing" the 
environment. If the ELF's intent is to 
make owning a SUV more cost prohibi- 
tive, it is on the right path. 

Some argue that targeting SUVs gal- 
vanizes the opposition and creates an 


image of auto dealers as innocent 
victims, making it difficult for the 
public to accept the ELF's message. In 
several communiques, however, the 
ELF has reminded us that the land and 
citizens of oil-producing countries are 
the victims of US automakers who profit 
from an environmentally and socially 
irresponsible car-culture lifestyle. 

While the environmental crisis 
caused by the oil and auto industries 
apparently is not a story for the corpo- 
rate media, attacking SUVs is. The ELF's 
SUV actions have generated interna- 
tional media attention toward auto- 
mobile pollution in the US. 

Most articles following the Califor- 
nia SUV actions mentioned the words 
painted on the SUVs, includ- 
ing slogans such as "Fat Lazy 
Americans;" "American 
Wastefulness;" "I (heart) Pol- 
lution;" "Gross Polluter" and 
" SUV = Pollution ." These slo- 
gans make it clear that the 
acts were not pointless van- 
dalism, but a legitimate re- 
sponse to an increasingly 
worse environmental prob- 
lem. Citing the STPP report, 
which revealed that south- 
ern California faces a public 
health crisis linked to air pol- 
lution, the Reuters news 
agency reported that SUVs 
are "vilified as gas-guzzlers 
and polluters." 

After recent SUV attacks, a 
firefighter claimed that burn- 
ing SUVs creates more pollu- 
tion than the vehicles' exhaust. An ELF 
spokesperson responded that without 
the ELF drawing attention to SUVs, the 
media rarely reports on the environ- 
mental consequences of the auto and 
oil industry. Feigning concern for the 
environment while criticizing the ELF, 
the auto industry and media say noth- 
ing about the pollution caused by pump- 
ing, drilling, exploring, transporting and 
burning billions of barrels of oil every 
year so that we can drive our cars. 

Liberal environmentalists argue that 
the media that accompanies arson 
and vandalism portrays the anti-SUV 
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position as extreme. Yet, those op- 
posing the US auto industry can hardly 
compete with the multi-million-dol- 
lar advertising budgets of corpora- 
tions that convey SUVs cruising the 
wilderness as a First World status sym- 
bol. Since the ELF began its SUV at- 
tacks, every major news network has 
requested interviews from ELF 
spokespeople, giving environmental- 
ists a chance to convey an anti-car 
culture, pro-environmental message 
to millions of people, for free. 

Industry front groups like the Cen- 
ter for the Defense of Free Enterprise 
are arguing that the ELF's recent at- 
tacks warrant harsher repression 
against the environmental move- 
ment. They even go so far as to com- 
pare the ELF to A1 Queda, while the 
Sierra Club's president, Carl Pope, 
says of the ELF, "They're not environ- 
mentalists, they're arsonists." 

Environmentalists fearful of support- 
ing the ELF should respond to such 
accusations with a "neither condone 
nor condemn" position and instead 
take full advantage of the attention to 
talk about the issues at hand. 

The ELF is usually most effective 
when its actions directly cut into the 
profit margin or disrupt the research 
projects targeted. It's unlikely that the 
ELF will be changing its tactics any- 
time soon. However, it is likely that 
the ELF is being more pragmatic in 
recognizing the limits of its SUV cam- 
paign. In an interview with the Los 


Angeles Times , a self-identified ELF 
member who claimed responsibility 
for burning SUVs said, "Even if this 
does turn people off, it still gets them 
talking and debating the issues. This is 
all we really want." He also hoped that 
opponents of auto pollution would 
join in the struggle themselves. 

Like urban sprawl, auto pollution is 
an environmental crisis faced by a grow- 
ing number of US communities. First 
World lifestyles are becoming less en- 
vironmentally responsible. Coupled 
with the Bush administration's envi- 
ronmental rollbacks, sweetheart deals 
for industry and Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency exemptions, auto and 
oil pollution will not only result in 
growing rates of respiratory illness and 
degradation of air quality, but also hope- 
fully, acts of resistance against them. 
The ELF offers one example of how we 
can empower ourselves to strike back. 

With a 22-year sentence for SUV 
arson as precedence, is burning SUVs 
worth the risk of such repression? As 
radical environmentalists, we can in- 
stead ask ourselves whether preserv- 
ing anything we fight for is worth the 
growing repression our movement 
faces. Such a question would best be 
answered by those who are literally 
dying to provide our oil — whether an 
Ogoni tribeswomen in Nigeria or a sea 
bird smothered in oil. The real ques- 
tion remains whether we, as First World 
Americans, are willing to accept the 
consequences of our consumer ways. 


Oil Spilled Near Pakistan 

On August 14, a 24-year-old 
Greek oil tanker, Tasmin Spirit, 
spilled 15,000 tons of crude oil 
across a nine-mile stretch of the 
Karachi coast, threatening the 
coastline of Pakistan and neigh- 
boring countries. 

The spill killed thousands of 
sea animals, including hundreds 
of lobsters, seahorses and jelly- 
fish. Turtle hatcheries on the 
southern coast and myriad 
aquatic life in the region were 
also threatened by the chemicals 
being used to contain the spill. 

While cleanup began immedi- 
ately, the ecosystem is expected 
to take decades to recover. 

Prominent Grazing Permit 
Revoked in Wyoming 

On August 26, the US Forest 
Service (USFS) canceled Kane Land 
and Livestock's grazing permit in 
Wyoming's Big Horn National 
Forest. The Kane family is one of 
the original permittees in the area 
and began livestock grazing in 
1 905 . The action is only the third 
cancellation of a grazing permit 
on the Big Horn National Forest 
since the USFS was created. 

"We began documenting Kane 
L&L's grazing practices in 2000," 
reported a USFS spokesperson. 
"The operation was cut by 40 
percent before the 2001 grazing 
season, and then again before 
the 2002 season, for exceeding 
allowable use standards." 

Until he came under scrutiny 
from the USFS, Charles Kane 
maintained a high profile in the 
livestock industry. He resigned 
as president of the Big Horn 
National Forest Grazing Permit- 
tees Association when the USFS 
began to take action on his graz- 
ing permits. 

Livestock grazing on public 
lands has led to soil erosion, the 
siltation of rivers and the destruc- 
tion of habitat vital to endan- 
gered plants and animals. 
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A Glimpse into the ELF 



In September, the Los Angeles Times 
claimed to have conducted a phone 
interview with "Tony," a member of 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF), about 
the recent attacks on SUVs in south- 
ern California (see EF!f September- 
October 2003). 

From a pay phone in Los Angeles, 
Tony acknowledged that the August 
22 actions were meant to draw atten- 
tion to the pollution caused by SUVs 
and to spark discussion, reported the 
Los Angeles Times. Tony also said that 
his ELF cell agreed to contact the news- 
paper in an effort to clear Josh Connole, 
stating that Connole was not involved 
with their action as the FBI alleged 
when Connole was arrested. 

"We all agreed it was necessary, 
initially, for the sake of rescuing Josh, 
but more importantly to try and get 
some of the message across and hope- 
fully to bring more people to our 
cause," said Tony. 

During the interview, Tony was 
reported to have described specific de- 
tails from the actions. He authenti- 
cated his involvement with the ELF by 


quoting a previously unreported math 
formula that was spray-painted on a 
SUV at a dealership in Duarte. 

Beginning at midnight, Rusnak 
Mercedes-Benz in Arcadia was the first 
to be hit when nine SUVs were spray- 
painted with anti-pollution slogans. 
"We wanted to try things out and see 
how long it would take," said Tony. 
Passing a private SUV in a Monrovia 
neighborhood, the ELF smashed its 
window to determine how difficult it 
would be to break into a SUV. Next, 
they tried throwing a molotov cock- 
tail made with a beer bottle into the 
smashed window of yet another SUV. 
The car caught fire. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, 
a surveillance camera allegedly caught 
Tony and another ELF member on 
tape while they were darting between 
SUVs at Advantage Ford Lincoln Mer- 
cury in Duarte, spray-painting nearly 
50 SUVs with slogans in the "patri- 
otic colors" of red, white and blue. 
Tony said that he was not alarmed by 
the tape, adding that he has since cut 
his hair. 


Clippinger Chevrolet in West Covina 
was struck next. Tony was said to have 
described the dealership as having 
"very low security with a nice wall 
guarding the view from anyone." In 
just 15 minutes, 20 $50,000 Hummer 
H2s were spray- painted, and 10-15 
molotov cocktails were prepared and 
set along an exit route. While the front 
windshields of the Hummers were shat- 
ter resistant, the side windows were 
not. The ELF smashed them and threw 
in the lit molotovs. According to the 
Los Angeles Times, Tony told the inter- 
viewer that the five dollars of gasoline 
their cell purchased did more damage 
than even they had expected. 

"We support destruction of prop- 
erty as a means of bringing attention 
to important issues and to directly 
hurt the profits of those who gain 
wealth at the expense of all others 
living on this planet. The ELF is op- 
posed to harming any form of life, 
much less human life. No one got 
hurt. It's one of the reasons why ex- 
plosives weren't used. They're danger- 
ous," stated Tony. 
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Of Golf Carts and SUVs... 


On September 12, peace activist Josh 
Connole and his girlfriend, Katie 
McMillan, left the Regenerative Coop- 
erative in Pomona, California, and 
drove in an electric golf cart to go rent 
a movie. At once, Connole noticed a 
black Ford Mustang following them. 
Believing he was being targeted be- 
cause he was an organizer of recent 
anti-war protests, Connole dialed 9-1- 
1 and drove in circles as he awaited the 
police. Suddenly, he and McMillan 
saw four additional Black Mustangs. 

Pushing the golf cart to its maxi- 
mum speed of 25 miles per hour, 
Connole high-tailed it to the police 
station. When he arrived, a police of- 
ficer put Connole in a head-lock and 
told him that federal agents were in the 
cars following him and that he should 
go home. So Connole left, and 20 
minutes later, an FBI agent stood in 
his doorway with a gun pointed at 
him and placed Connole under arrest. 
Connole was booked at the West 
Covina Police Department for investi- 
gation of felony arson and vandalism. 

During the course of events, an FBI 
agent told Connole that he was be- 
lieved to be one of the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) members caught on a 
surveillance videotape during the Au- 
gust 22 SUV arson in West Covina (see 
EF!J September-October 2003). Secure 
in his innocence, Connole cooperated 
with the FBI — until an agent called 
him "a fucking liar. He warned me not 
to fuck with him." At which point, 
Connole refused to cooperate. 

While Connole was in custody, the 
FBI laid siege on the Regenerative 


Cooperative. It sealed the area off and 
prevented the cooperative members 
from leaving unless they consented to 
body searches. Plainclothes agents sur- 
veyed the house and searched visitors. 

More than 50 investigators, com- 
plete with a mobile forensics lab, 
scoured the house for seven hours 
until they finally departed with two 
SUVs full of property. "I asked one of 
the officers how the search was going 
to work," said a resident. "He said, 
'The FBI isn't going to come in and 
take all your things and trash your 
room,' but that's exactly what they 
did." Among the belongings confis- 
cated were several computers, an anar- 
chy patch, a 22-ounce bottle of fuel, 
hair brushes, bed sheets and a pair of 
women's underwear. 

During the FBI's interrogation, agents 
showed Connole the surveillance tape 
from the SUV dealership. Connole 
pointed out that the image held no 
likeness to him: "It's obviously not me." 

"They had a profile, and they were 
trying to make Josh fit it. They were 
trying to make a square peg fit into a 
round hole," said Connole's lawyer. 
At the conclusion of the 48-hour pe- 
riod that a suspect can be detained 
without being charged, the FBI was 
forced to admit that it lacked evidence 
and released Connole. 

"The FBI was doing everything it 
could to intimidate me and make me 
confess to something I didn't do," said 
Connole. "The only thing I've done is 
stand on a corner with a sign, and as 
far as I know, that's free speech." 

For personal accounts of the raid 
and information on how to support 
Connole, contact the Regenerative 
Cooperative, (909) 469-5100; 

www.regen.org. 





6on£-s 

Final Ruling Ordered for 
Headwaters Forest 

On September 26, Judge John 
Golden reversed his previous 
decision and rejected the Envi- 
ronmental Protection and Infor- 
mation Center's request to order 
Pacific Lumber (PL) to cease al- 
most all of its logging operations 
(see EF!J July-August 2003). 
Golden said that such a move 
would damage the company and 
the local economy. 

Golden's decision put a stop to 
all Timber Harvest Plans (THP) filed 
by PL since June, but all previously 
filed THPs will stand. "He's basi- 
cally rewarding PL for its illegal 
acts," said activist Naomi Wagner. 
"Anyone who wants to rob a bank 
should plead economic necessity 
so that they can keep on doing it." 

Golden issued a statement of 
decision in July. He had indicated 
that the court would invalidate 
PL's Sustainable Yield Plan but 
deferred a decision on the spe- 
cific remedy pending additional 
hearings. Six hearings were held 
between July and September. 

Industry vs. Clean Air 

A new regulation that was ap- 
proved by the Bush administration 
exempts thousands of industrial 
plants and refineries from part of 
the Clean Air Act. The administra- 
tion settled on the "clear skies" 
rule in September after more than 
two years of internal deliberation 
and intense industry pressure. 

Constituting a sweeping victory 
for industrial plants, the rule al- 
lows older power plants, oil refin- 
eries and factories to renovate and 
upgrade their equipment without 
installing air pollution controls. 

The Clean Air Task Force pre- 
dicts that these changes will yield 
greater pollution and contribute 
to negative health effects, includ- 
ing 20,000 additional premature 
births, 400,000 asthma cases and 
12,000 additional cases of 
chronic bronchitis. 
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1 An OIL Rc-DEFINERy:^^ « 

TRustbuckets- poorly maintained oil tankers used as cheap transportation for low 
gw quality petroleum products. Despite the high risk to the environment, an oil spill 
y represents no monetary risk to oil companies because the cargo can be insured 
> for more than 100% of its value. Thus, oil companies can profit from an oil spill. 
Flags of Convenience- tax free countries (tax havens) which allow ship owners to 
[.register foreign tankers. Ship owners benefit from a cheap and easy registration 
1 ) process that allows them to exploit cheap labor and avoid environmental and safet 
standards. “Flags of Convenience" countries account for only 0.4% of world 
population but they register over 50% of oil tankers. 

Xl External ization- oil companies hire foreign owned tankers which are brokered, 
» crewed, captained, and registered in different countries. The web of 

international paperwork makes it impossible to hold anyone accountable 
L when accidents occur. 

- — International Maritime Organization (I MO)- The United Nations formed 
^re in 1958 to regulate the international shipping trade. In the 

e<Jj e Tr ade rnQ* last 25 years political influences from international oil interests 
v*'' f ° tr ansp ** It I have p ushed for lo wered environmental and safety standards for 
^y^ r 3° *ith CLIf ^ s^cheap overseas shipping. Currently less 

xij ^&vla tin*. kJ are of than 25% of oil tankers are inspected 

fre e i y U PP° s ed to before leaving international ports. 

{ v ‘ij to clea V ° ll/nfe ^r “Chapapote"- describes a thick black 

U P this /gummy substance floating in the water. 


before leaving international ports. 
“Chapapote"- describes a thick black 
gummy substance floating in the water, 


\ Of . r 'nis i gummy suusiance TioaTing in me wuier, 

'-*J* esfr dcti onl /After the Prestige spill it has been used 

— • / as an outcry to bring attention to the oil 

coating the Spanish coastline. 


2003 "Cycle Circus Comics. 300 Allen St. Austin, TX 78702, cyclecircus.org 
Page 18 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2003 








fart 

mk 


\Y\ wfl# 

y u v ?#<-} ■ t/'X 


fAfswswPWI 

mKmmmm &§WK£ 


’Crown Resources/Alpha Sroup- owners’ 
of oil spilled from the Prestige. CR was 
owned by the Alpha Sroup, a reputedly 
corrupt Russian oil conglomerate known 
for lobbying U.S. and Russian gvnmts. 

CR refused to participate in clean-up 
efforts and their name was changed 
immediately after the spill. . 


IVTO and EU- defenders of Consumers- wi 
free trade and global mar- increase the den 
kets; they have let com- for the black bl. 
ponies continue to use aging 0 f t ^ e earth by 
I tankers and dump waste oil everyday drivinc 
on poorer nations rather { cars, flying in pi 
I than enforcing stricter 1 consuming p |asti 
\ghippinq regulations. A 


[The Svmnt. of Spain was 
disorganised and unprepared 
they continually underplayec 
the extent of the damage 
from the Prestige spill and 
waited a week to send help 
to affected communities. 


And the scapegoat is... 
the captain, a slave to 
the free Market. 

He was the only person 
jailed as a result of the 
1 accident. 


STOP 

the black tide of 

PETROLEUM 
from new 
pipe lines in 
Alaska 
Colombia A 
Afghanistan 


10 times mori? — * 

011 is spilled every 
year from cleaning 

boats, pipeline 
leaks, and the 
day to day 
transfer of oil 
cargo, than 
from accidental 


More Info: nuncamais.org, waterissweet.org, beehivecollective.org, risingtide.org.uk 
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Move Over ALF, Here Comes 


"Who are the Revolutionary Cells? It is 
an anti-GMO activist destroying a crop. It 
is a Basque youth driving a car packed 
with explosives destined for a Spanish 
politician. It is a queer bashing back, a 
rape victim putting a bullet in the rapist, 
a Corsican nationalist planting a bomb 
at a French bank. It is an animal 
liber ationist shooting a vivisector dead on 
his doorstep. In short, it is the spirit of 
resistance realized. It is moving from poli- 
tics to praxis. " 

— Revolutionary Cells communique, 
September 30 

A new group of animal liberationists 
has claimed responsibility for two 
blasts at the Chiron Corporation's 
world headquarters in Emeryville, 
California, on August 28. Chiron, the 
nation's third largest biotechnology 
firm, has come under attack because 
of its affiliation with Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS). In 1997, an under- 
cover investigation exposed Chiron as 
a customer of HLS, where it sponsored 
primate experimentation involving 
gross animal abuse. 

The two pipe bombs left at Chiron's 
headquarters detonated an hour apart 



from each other and caused no inju- 
ries, breaking only a few windows and 
damaging two doors. 

The Revolutionary Cells-Animal Lib- 
eration Brigade claimed responsibility 
for the action stating, "If you choose to 
continue your relations with HLS, you 
will no longer be subject only to the 
actions of the above-ground animal 
rights movement, you will face us." 

Chiron officials responded to the 
action by arguing that only mice and 
rats are experimented on at the 
Emeryville location. 

In an official statement, Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) re- 
sponded to the blasts: "SHAC-USA does 
not support terrorism — neither ideologi- 
cally nor materially. It is precisely for 


this reason that we lend our vocal sup- 
port to acts of property destruction — 
compassionate acts aimed at combat- 
ing the daily terrorism committed by 
HLS without causing harm to any life." 

SHAC has repeatedly requested that 
Chiron attend meetings with scien- 
tists who have reviewed HLS's research, 
ex-employees of HLS who can testify 
to broken procedural protocol and 
Animal Welfare Act violations. Chiron 
has ignored all requests. 

On September 25, the Revolutionary 
Cells struck again, detonating a 10- 
pound bomb outside the Pleasanton, 
California, offices of Shaklee, shattering 
windows and tearing stucco from the 
building. Shaklee is a subsidiary of the 
Japanese conglomerate Yamanouchi 
Holdings Group, another business asso- 
ciate of HLS. 

While not mentioned in their 
guidelines, the Animal Liberation 
Front has yet to use explosives, which 
are considered to be less predictable 
and more likely to cause injury. A 
SHAC activist commented, "We don't 
support violence against people. I think 
that if anything, the people who are 
abusing animals should be concerned." 
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What Would Elves Drive? 

In late August, the tires of six SUVs were slashed in 
Richmond, Virginia, less than 48 hours after a similar 
incident left 13 SUVs vandalized just miles away. 

In Houston, Texas, 20 SUVs were targeted at a car 
dealership on September 1. Approximately $60,000 in 
damages was caused when windows were shot out with 
a pellet gun, paint was scratched and tires slashed. The 
sales manager believes the attack to be the work of radical 
environmentalists, saying, "They didn't hit anything 
but the big SUVs." 

On September 5, 12 SUVs at a Land Rover dealership in 
Sante Fe, New Mexico, were spray-painted with the words 
“Gluttony," "Excess" and the other seven deadly sins. 
Expanding foam was sprayed into the tailpipes, and 
"Hayduke Lives!" was also found painted on the SUVs. 
The action caused thousands of dollars in damage. 

In New Zealand on September 22, the Earth Liberation 
Front slashed the tires of multiple SUVs at a Wellington 
car dealership, promising more actions in the future. 


Massasauga EF! Supports Arson Attempt 

On September 21, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
attempted to sabotage Ice Mountain, a controversial 
water bottling plant owned by Perrier in Mecosta County, 
Michigan (see EFIj January-February 2003). Four 
unignited incendiary devices were found inside a pump- 
ing station. 

According to an ELF communique: "The people of 
Michigan have stated very clearly that we do not want a 
Perrier bottling plant. Clean water is one of the most 
fundamental necessities, and no one can be allowed to 
privatize it, commodify it or sell it back to us. 

In response to the action, Massasauga EF! said it 
endorses and promotes all public and nonviolent ac- 
tions to shut down the plant. "We recognize the need for 
an underground resistance that will take action to de- 
stroy the profit motive for environmental devastation. 
Every day that Ice Mountain is allowed to operate, the 
precedent is set that a corporation has more legal rights 
than members of the community." 
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the Revolutionary Cells... 



Federal and local police at Chiron on the day of the blast 


In a communique, 
the Revolutionary 
Cells explained, "We 
have given all of the 
collaborators a chance 
to withdraw from their 
relations with HLS. We 
will be nonviolent 
when people are non- 
violent to the animal 
nations. Now you all 
will have to reap what 
you have sown." 

On October 8, the 
FBI and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms raided the 
Schellville, California, home of 25-year- 
old Daniel Andreas San Diego who has 
been charged with planting all three of 
the Revolutionary Cells pipebombs. San 
Diego, who faces 10 years in prison for 
each bomb if convicted, is considered a 
fugitive. The FBI claims to have physi- 
cal evidence connecting San Diego to 
the bombings, but that information 
has been sealed by a federal judge. 

Police say they stopped San Diego 
in Pleasanton an hour before the 
Shaklee blast on September 26. San 


Diego is the only suspect in the bomb- 
ings, but animal rights activists in the 
San Francisco area report increased 
surveillance and harassment from the 
FBI. The FBI has warned activists of the 
penalties for harboring a fugitive. Ac- 
tivists say San Diego is being unfairly 
targeted, citing an August FBI all-points 
bulletin that named three people as 
bombing suspects, which the FBI now 
admits was incorrect. 

For more information on Chiron, 
visit www.shacamerica.net/cc.htm. 


From PETA’s Undercover 

HLS/Chiron Investigation: 

Wednesday, 1/22/97: The Chiron 
primates had sponges implanted in 
their backs today. These primates 
have been used in many different 
studies, and each now has three tat- 
toos and at least one ear tag. 

Sunday, 1/26/97: The cardio pri- 
mates (Chiron) are very fearful now 
after the surgeries. Before the opera- 
tion, there were always eight who 
would take treats from my hand. Now, 
only two trust me enough to get that 
close. Even the friendly ones not only 
shrink back from me, they strike out. 

I went to the necropsy room after 
surgery and watched Brian finish the 
necropsy of one of the four primates. 
The primate was split wide open in a 
pool of blood. I could see her heart 
still beating. He brought in another 
primate wrapped up like a baby. They 
put her on the wet and bloody 
necropsy table and began hacking at 
her arm. I was so shocked, I couldn't 
even ask what he was doing — the 
primate was still very much alive. 


Foie Gras Ducks Liberated 

On September 16, activists with the animal liberation 
group GourmetCruelty.com rescued four ducks from 
Sonoma Foie Gras near Stockton, California. 

In the US, nearly half a million ducks are slaughtered 
annually at two farms — Sonoma Foie Gras in California 
and Hudson Valley Foie Gras in New York. Three times 
a day, workers shove a long, thick metal tube down each 
duck's throat while an air pump shoots a pound of corn 
into the animal. 

Sarahjane Blum, one of the rescuers, said all but one of 
the ducks were able to be nursed back to health, taught to 
eat on their own and given workouts on a water treadmill. 
"I haven't done anything wrong. The people who are 
torturing animals day in and day out and selling their 
corpses on the market, they're the criminals," said Blum. 

ALF Raids Louisiana Lab 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) splashed red paint 
on Louisiana State University's (LSU) Inhalation Toxi- 
cology Research Facility on September 24 and destroyed 
three gas chambers, a cigarette-smoking machine and 
other equipment. The facility focuses on cardiovascular 
and respiratory research, including studies forcing mice 
to inhale cigarette smoke and other pollutants. 


An ALF communique stated, "These gas chambers of 
suffering subject animals to daily doses of cigarette smoke 
and industrial pollutants, causing pain, suffering and 
death. The ALF will continue to target animal killers until 
the day compassion replaces cruelty and exploitation." 

The FBI is investigating the break-in, which destroyed 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of research equipment. 

Europe's Arms Fair Protested 

On August 21, Campaign Against the Arms Trade activ- 
ists occupied the headquarters of Spearhead in New 
Malden, England. Spearhead organizes the Defence Sys- 
tems Equipment International (DSEi), Europe's largest 
arms fair. Simultaneously, 15 protesters hung a banner 
from the front of the office building and staged a "die-in." 
In September, the actions continued as 40 activists blocked 
both roads leading to DSEi using a tripod and lockboxes. 

One of the protesters said, "We believe Spearhead's 
involvement in the promotion of armed conflict is a 
crime against peace. This arms fair is a hideous market- 
place of weapons of mass destruction, and we're not 
prepared to stay at home and ignore the trade in death 
that's going on right under our noses." 

England is the world's second largest weapons dealer 
behind the US, with worldwide sales topping $ 13 billion. 
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by SPLAT-Montreal 

SPLAT-Montreal is a group of indi- 
viduals who are concerned with is- 
sues of social justice and who are 
willing to take some risks. We engage 
in direct action as a means to oppose 
practices we see as destructive. Our 
actions are meant to send a message 
and provoke reflection on issues of 
freedom and conscience in the con- 
text of our times. 

Join the action of SPLAT-Montreal! 
Make some paint bombs. Go out, throw 
them at any of the thousands of bill- 
boards out there. Plaster advertise- 
ments with stickers. Design your own 


forms of action to target the cultural 
propaganda of capitalism. Imagine 
what would happen if dozens more 
SPLAT crews went out and targeted 
billboards. We cart make a difference. 

Advertising has completely saturated 
our cultural space. Ads scream out to us 
at every turn and from every direction. 
But it is not merely the presence of 
advertising that we at SPLAT-Montreal 
object to. We oppose the overall 
"culturation" of our society. 

We ought to be human beings, each 
with our own sense of values, prin- 
ciples, tastes, opinions and ways of 
reasoning. But in the eyes of capital- 
ist corporations, a society is nothing 


more than a mass of potential con- 
sumers — nothing but elements in 
their system of buying, selling and 
profit-making. The intended effect 
of corporate propaganda is to per- 
suade us to buy market commodi- 
ties. But at a more profound level, 
the purpose is to produce and condi- 
tion a thing called a "consumer" — 
something that is incompatible with 
being truly human. 

Capitalism cannot afford to let you 
decide for yourself what your inter- 
ests and desires are — not when profits 
are at stake. You must be unwilling 
and unable to think critically and 
therefore unable to see through the 
illusion. When all of our media sources 
are funded primarily by advertising, 
the over-riding aim is to attract our 
attention, put us in a state of mind 
that is receptive to the propaganda of 
corporate sponsors and, of course, to 
deliver that propaganda. 

In fact, when you sit down in front 
of your television or on a public bus 
that is plastered with ads, it is your 
a. consciousness that becomes a com- 
I modity. It is your attention that be- 
I comes the object of commerce in the 
s economic relationship between the 
§ media and the advertiser. It is your 
$ mind that advertisers pay the media 
| to deliver, and the more passive, the 
I more uncritical and the more homo- 
geneous it is, the better. 

The most damni ng testimony of how 
far this has gone is the content of the 
advertising being fed to us: soda that 
makes you "cool," beer that gets you 
sex, shampoo that gives you beauty 
and automobiles that bring you spiri- 
tual communion with nature. This 
content addresses an audience already 
devoid of critical reflection. 

The pervasiveness of advertising 
makes it an influential part of our 
cultural ecology. We tend to adapt 
ourselves to it. We unconsciously 
change to let it become "normal," and 
we thereby internalize the values that 
advertising promotes. 

It is not in our interest to destroy 
the environment with the biggest, 
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Dear Ned Ludd 
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Dear Ned, 

Climbing up billboards and altering them by hand seems 
like a lot of work. Do you have any other ideas on how to deface 
these monuments to thieves? 

— Van "Getup and" Gough 

Dear Getup and Gough, 

An alternative to climbing up onto a billboard is to 
launch a projectile filled with paint. Light bulbs and glass 
Christmas ornaments are the most appropriate vessels 
used in this process. 

First things first. House paint will work, but it is too 
thick and will confine itself to a small splat. You'll want 
to water it down just enough so that the paint is still 
opaque but less viscous, ensuring that it will drip and run 
freely. Two parts paint, one part water should do. 

Your standard incandescent light bulb acts as a good 
projectile. Lighting stores should have extra burnt out 


t wuljfl 


■ IVvv-. Keep your eyes 
M'. peeled for glass Christ- 

mas ball ornaments. This 
JP* r.‘ will reduce the number of 

V i- steps in the process because 

*£ £ , yjl the ornament already has 

- - ~ ’ r ’ * an opening. 

Hitting the mark can be 
hard. You may want to start with targets close to 
ground level. An accurate throw can be very effective, 
covering up focus points like faces or words. 

If you have a target that is higher, you could try finding 
or making a water balloon launcher. The launcher acts as 
an oversized slingshot, which is made from a five-foot 
piece of rubber (a bicycle tube would work for this) with 


bulbs. They'll probably save some for you if you ask. 
The main obstacle here is making an opening to pour 
the paint into. A hole can be made in a couple of 
different ways. 

Using a hacksaw, cut a half-inch off the metal end of 
the bulb, making sure not to sever it completely. You'll 
want to leave the end hanging by just enough metal so 
that it can be bent open and closed again. Use a funnel or 
a piece of paper rolled into a cone to pour the paint 
mixture into the bulb. Bend the tip of the bulb back into 
place and seal it off with duct tape. 

If you haven't got a hacksaw, you can use a pair of 
needle-nose pliers to break away the black enamel insu- 
lator ring at the metal end of the bulb. Grip the nipple at 
the very tip with the pliers, give it a tug and pull the 
filament out. You can now fill the bulb with paint up to 
a half-inch from the top. Tape over the end of the bulb or 
use a candle to melt wax over the hole, filling the 
remaining half-inch. 


a pocket in the middle to hold the projectile. Two people 
hold the rubber at each end, and a third person pulls back 
on the pocket and releases. The paint bomb is then 
(hopefully) projected skyward. This can be much more of 
a conspicuous operation than simply tossing a paint 
bomb by hand, but it is potentially more effective. 

For pragmatic reasons, paint bombing is often a pre- 
ferred tactic among billboard "restoration" activists. The 
target image is effectively ruined quickly and easily, 
making for a relatively low- risk situation. With waysides 
as galleries and car-stricken people as captive audiences, 
what are you waiting for? 

Dear Ned Ludd is an irregular column, which serves as a 
forum for the discussion of creative and diverse means to 
defend the Earth. Neither the EF! movement nor the Earth 
First! Journal, nor any of our friends, family, neighbors, lovers 
or pets necessarily encourage anyone to do the things discussed 
on this page. The contents should not be legally construed as 
anything other than mindless entertainment. 


most expensive vehicles we can af- 
ford. It is not our desire to ruin our 
health by devouring processed foods. 
It doesn't make us happy to sponsor 
Third World sweatshops and to make 
capitalists rich. But from the perspec- 
tive of the marketplace, this is pre- 
cisely what we, as consumers, appear 


to want. This is what we appear to 
orient our lives toward. 

To authentically become human be- 
ings and exercise the genuine free- 
dom of pursuing our own interests 
requires that we escape this capitalist 
culturation. This is what SPLAT- 
Montreal is about. Our efforts are to 


be understood as only a small part in 
the larger fight against capitalism — a 
small part in the larger struggle to 
create a human society in which our 
desires and interests are not homog- 
enized by corporate advertisers. 

For more information, visit 
www.splat-montreal.org. 
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Katuah Earth First! Confronts Mountaintop Removal in Tennessee 


COMPILED BY JOHN JOHNSON 

As the sun began to emerge over the Cumberland moun- 
tains on August 18, Katuah Earth First! was busy simulta- 
neously climbing billboards and blockading the entrance 
to the Zeb Mountain coal mine in eastern Tennessee. 

The Robert Clear Coal Company refers to the mining of 
Zeb Mountain as "contour mining'' and "cross ridge min- 
ing." It claims that mountaintop removal actually helps 
the mountain by fixing past mining damage. According to 
one miner, "The Appalachian mountains are pretty steep, 
and flat places to build on are hard to find. We open up 
areas; why you could build a Wal-Mart in some spots." 

This project will devour three peaks of Zeb Mountain and 
more than 2,100 acres of mixed mesophytic forest. It will 
destroy habitat for a number of endangered species, in- 
cluding the black-sided dace, the Indiana bat, neotropical 
migratory songbirds and several freshwater mussels. If the 
coal industry successfully forces the project, the whole 
Cumberland Plateau could be opened to this destructive 
practice — leading to flattened mountains, decimated for- 
ests, polluted streams and diminished air quality. 
Mountaintop removal has already terrorized Kentucky and 
West Virginia (see EFlf September-October 2003). 

The Rocky Top affinity group rolled two barrels into 
place and filled them with rocks 
and cement, while a banner pro- 
claiming "No Mountaintop Re- 
moval" was hoisted above. At 
5:15 a.m., miners began to show 
up for work, and three activists 
locked into the barrels, block- 
ing traffic to the mine. 

Upon realizing that no one 
was in fact going to move, the 
police were called in. After four 
hours, the blockaders were ar- 
rested. They later copped a plea 
for trespassing and were re- 
leased. The court was surpris- 
ingly lenient, and many folks 
at the courthouse and jail (in- 
cluding cops) expressed both 


support for the action and anger at companies that ravage 
their mountains. 

During the blockade, the Banner Busters affinity group 
began the daunting 150-foot climb up a large billboard off 
of Interstate 75. With the help of ground support and a 
pulley system, two giant banners, each reading "Stop 
Mountaintop Removal," were deployed facing both direc- 
tions of traffic. 

"This mountain has stood for eons, and now some 
greedy corporation wants to grind it to rubble for a profit. 
For 40 temporary jobs, we are being forced to sacrifice our 
heritage. This is a clear case of short-term gain for a 
minority and long-term loss for the majority," said one of 
the climbers. 

After several hours, the climbers descended and escaped 
into the afternoon sun, leaving their message for the 
passing traffic to read. 

Coal companies like Robert Clear Coal have historically 
cheated people out of their land, trashed the area, ex- 
ploited local workers and sent all profits up north and 
overseas. Katuah Earth First! calls on all people across 
central and southern Appalachia to stand up and force an 
end to the destructive coal mining that ruins nature, 
culture and mountain heritage. 

To get involved or to donate money and action gear, 

contact Katuah Earth First! River 
Faction, POB 27855, Knoxville, 
TN 37927; katuah@riseup.net; 
Katuah Earth First! Valley Fac- 
tion, POB 281, Chattanooga, 
TN 37401; (423) 821-3501; 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net. 

For more information on stop- 
ping mountaintop removal in 
Tennessee, visit www.angelfire. 
com/rebellion2/zebmountain. 
This article was compiled from 
| material produced by the Valley 
% and River Factions of Katuah Earth 
| First!, with some information 
~ gleaned from websites of groups 
fighting mountaintop removal across 
central and southern Appalachia. 



Katuah EF!'s Rocky Top affinity group locks down 


Take some time and contact the following officials to demand an end to 
destructive coal mining and the revocation of Robert Clear Coal Company's 
permit and charter: 

•Governor Phil Bredesen, Tennessee State Capital, Nashville, TN 37243-0001; 
(615) 741-2001; (615) 532-9711 (fax); phil.bredesen@state.tn.us. 

•Dr. Lee A. Barclay, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 446 Neal St, Cookeville, TN 
38501; (931) 528-6481 x.212; lee_barclay@fws.gov. 

•George Miller, director, Office of Surface Mining, 530 Gay St, Ste 500, Knoxville, 
TN 37902; (865) 545-4103 x.186; (865) 545-4111 (fax); gmiller@osmre.gov. 

•Tennessee Valley Authority, Board of Directors, 400 West Summit Hill Dr, 
Knoxville, TN 37902-1499; (865) 632-3719; rmhorton@tva.gov. 


In early October, the Katuah EF! 
Billboard Lovers Brigade took over 
two giant billboards along 1-40 
near downtown Knoxville. They 
hung large banners — proclaiming 
"StopMtntopRemoval.Com " — 
that stayed up throughout the day, 
including both rush hours. 

The coppers confiscated the 
climbing gear, so please send some 
dough to the Knoxville crew so 
they can get more. 
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Recognizing nature as the true root of our spirituality, we will work to encourage 
a more sustainable lifestyle based in exploring and celebrating 
the interconnectedness of all living things and the Earth. 


What is Deep Ecology? A Brief History of Deep Ecology 

Deep Ecology is the radical idea that all life has the right In 1972, at the Third World Futures conference in 

to exist, that no one species is more important than Bucharest, Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess 


another. 

According to Judi Bari, 

Nature does not exist to serve 
humans. Rather, humans are a part 
of nature, one species among 
many. All species have 
the right to exist for 
their own sake, 
regardless of their 
usefulness to humans. 


We agree with this state- / 

ment. / y 

Biodiversity is essential for / 
the continued existence of 

the living Earth. As part of vyN Q — 

this biodiversity, humans 
must learn to live within 
nature, according to nature s 

law, and learn to accept our role as one among many. 


presented a paper which first distinguished 
between shallow and deep ecology. The 
next year, Naess published, The 
Shallow and the Deep, 

— J Long-Range Ecology 

Movements, in which 
he presented his philosophy 
to the world. 

He basically stated that there are two 
ecology movements which are competing 
for our attention. The first is concerned 
mostly with pollution, resource depletion 
and the usefulness of the Earth to humans 
(anthropocentrism). The second is 
concerned with the diversity, richness, and 
intrinsic value of all the Earth. This is the 
Deep Ecology movement. 


Naess and others spent years explaining and 
building the Deep Ecology movement around the 
world. In 1984, while camping in Death Valley, 


We embrace Deep Ecology because it gets back to our 
roots. Not our roots as humans living in a modem 
society, but as members of something much larger, 
where our every action affects those around us. We 
embrace Deep 

Ecology as a return to nature-based living, rather than the 
greed-based societies we have come to know. 


Naess and George Sessions conceived the eight 
guiding principles of Deep Ecology. These 
principles are not meant to be dogmatic, but rather a 
starting point for discussion and action on deep 
ecological matters. Anyone who broadly agrees 
with the principles will see the implications of them 
in their daily lives, and live accordingly. 



P WHY A CHURCH OF DEEP ECOLOGY? 

irch, but a group of individuals gathered together to worship in a common way? The 
rch of Deep Ecology members are deeply rooted. These beliefs are basic to our very 
me from various backgrounds religiously and otherwise and have come to the 
nature is the root of our spirituality. 

We have formed a church so as to have these convictions recognized as the sacred beliefs that they are. 
These beliefs are just as sacred to us as are the beliefs and teachings of other religions to their followers. 

In order to worship freely, we needed to be recognized by state and federal governments. The Church of Deep 
Ecology was founded in 2001 in the state of Minnesota. The Church of Deep Ecology is registered with the 
Minnesota Office of the Secretary of State. Donations to the Church of Deep Ecology are tax deductible to the 
full extent of the law. 


Eight Guiding Principles of Deep Ecology 


1. The well-being and flourish- 
ing of human and nonhuman life 
on Earth have value in them- 
selves. These values are indepen- 
dent of the usefulness of the 
nonhuman world for human 
purposes. 

2. Richness and diversity of life 
forms contribute to the realization 
of these values and are also values 
in themselves. 


6. Policies must therefore be changed. 
The changes in policies affect basic 
economic, technological, and 
ideological structures. The 
-n. resulting state of affairs will be 
deeply different from the 
Ox present. 


3. Humans have no right to 
reduce this richness and 
diversity except to satisfy 
vital needs. 




4. The flourishing of human 
life and cultures is compatible 
with a substantial decrease of the 
human population. The flourish- 
ing of non-human life requires 
such a decrease. 


7. The ideological change is 
mainly that of appreciating 
quality (dwelling in situations of 
inherent worth) rather than 
adhering to an increasingly 
w higher standard of living. 

f ™ erewillbea f 
r profound awareness of 

the difference between 
big and great. 

8. Those who subscribe to the 
foregoing points have an obligation 
directly or indirectly to participate in 
the attempt to implement the necessary 

changes. 


5. Present human interference with the 
nonhuman world is excessive, and the 
situation is rapidly worsening. 


As revised by Arne Naess and 
George Sessions in January 2000 



RITUAL 


Worship 

The Church of Deep Ecology teaches that 
spiritual worship is personal, and that we should 
make our worship in our everyday lives. Rather 
than separate ourselves from our daily lives for 
an hour a week, we strive to act daily based upon 
the Eight Guiding Principles of Deep Ecology. 

Marriag e 

The Church of Deep Ecology does not believe 
that individuals need to have their various 
relationships validated by any church. We will, 
however, perform marriage ceremony as dictated 
by state and federal authorities so that people can 
have their relationships recognized by the 
government. 

Death Rites 

The highest and best end is that our death is of 
value to the Earth and its inhabitants. Only when 
we are part of the cycle of life in death, is the 
cycle complete and we are of some final use to 
the living Earth. To this end, the Church of Deep 
Ecology recognizes proper death rites as ones that 
will return one s matter to the cycle in a natural 
way, as is the case with all other animals. 



Quarterly Gatherings 

The Church of Deep Ecology meets 
quarterly on or about Winter Solstice, 

Vernal Equinox, Summer Solstice and 
Autumnal Equinox. The gatherings are 
open to Ministers of the Church of 
Deep Ecology, Members of the Church of Deep 
Ecology and Invited Supporters of the Church of 
Deep Ecology. People interested in participation 
in the Quarterly Gatherings should make their 
interest known to the Ministers of the Church of 
Deep Ecology. 

order of the wild 

Member* of the Church of t>eep £c ology 
have varying viewpoint* and belief*. The 
common thread* that bind u* together are 
the principles of deeh ecology. The order of 
the wild is founded on the following belief*-' 

We cannot improve upon nature • 
Re-wilding the£arth and oor*e(ve* are 
our^oal*. We recognize no authority 
but nature. 

Every element of life requires death. 
Simply inhaling^ we kill Million* of living 
beings to survive. We Jtrive to make every 
death a respectful one> committing no 
murder but for ru*tenance or defen*e. 

We must strive to find our 
connections with all beings. 
Relation*hih* extending beyond the human 
family mu*t be rea**erted» 

The patterns of wild nature in the places we 
live f inform our living. 

When we accent the bounty of the £arth» 
there is no need for technologies that 
support a consumer lifestyle that is 
unsustainable and unnecessary. 

We must act now. 

Member* of the order of the wild have an 
obligation to brin^ about a re-wilding, to 
helh the living Earth on the hath to healing. 

Thi* can take many forms, from the 
destruction of the critical infrastructure of 
civilization and direct defense of nature, to 
preserving the knowledge of the old ways. 




Humans vs. Nature 


For millions of years, humans lived in a predator-prey relationship with all 
species. An equilibrium existed on the Earth. As we lost sight of our 
origins, we began to develop tools and ways of living that insulated us from 
predators, the elements and the uncertainty of hunger. We explained away nature with 
mythology. We became arrogant, and developed religious and state institutions that 
justified our behavior and helped us to live with the atrocities committed every day in the 
name of god, king, country, ego and sport. Humans stopped looking to nature for answers, 
and instead came up with answers that suited the moment. 


All life, all around the Earth, is now subject to the whims of the dominant culture: a culture repressed, 
disconnected completely from the wildness of the Earth and the wildness in itself. Only through this 
alienation could anyone commit such atrocities as the captains of industry and government do daily. 

We strive to find ways of healing our selves and the land, letting the land heal us, and living in place. 
A place will only reveal itself if we are there long enough to see the seasons change, to sit very 
quietly, very still for a long time. This is the process of re-wilding ourselves, becoming feral. Re- 
wilding the Earth, defending wildness where it remains, and stewarding injured land onto the healing 
path of re-wilding, is our way. Learning the ways of nature this is the path of Deep Ecology. 


First, we are animals. 


As you study the natural world, pay special 
attention to the other animals. What do they 
spend their waking hours busied with? Are they 
hunting? Are they preoccupied with mating? Are 
they building or finding shelter? Look at the 
other animals and see what the real focus of their 
lives is. Draw the inspiration for your daily life 
from the patterns of the natural world. 

Survey your life. Are you spending your life 
striving for the things that an animal does, or are 
you toiling for things outside of those natural 
needs? Try to see the human place within nature. 
What changes can you make as you strive to live 
within that natural place? Strive to find your 
animal niche. Look at your life and make a 
decision to avoid the things that are not part of 
your natural animal. Live each moment with 
purpose, as does the squirrel or the dragonfly. 

As you observe the natural world ask yourself, 
Do animals take more than they need? And 
ask yourself. How many animals destroy for 
reasons other than self-preservation? 



Where do you live? 

Where does your home come from? Most of us live in houses which are barriers 
against nature. From our windows we may be able to watch the birds, but we 
can t feel the flutter of their wings in the air, we can t feel the chill of winter, can t smell the 
rain. It doesn t have to be this way. Our homes could be inspired by the homes of other animals, 
allowing us to dwell in the natural world again. 

Look at the animals around you. Where do they live? Do they own the land? What are their shelters 
made of? Can you even see their shelters, or do they blend in so well with their surroundings that 
you can t find them? Are the animals homes larger than they require? Does the animal build its home in a 
place that threatens the animal s very existence? How does your home compare with these? 

An animal s home is utilitarian, not excessive. Animals homes are made of natural materials: mud, sticks, 
sod, bamboo, straw. Animals homes will degrade, once abandoned, or they will be taken over and 
maintained by another animal. Animals live in homes that breathe, that don t poison them. When you see an 
animal shelter, you see it as part of nature, not an impenetrable barrier between that animal and the natural 
world. 

Our shelters should be constantly changing, growing, degrading, according to our needs. Shelter is 
transient, malleable, something that we can abandon from season to season, if our needs dictate. 



What are you eating? 


Are you actually sustaining yourself, or are you slowly killing yourself and the world around you? When you 
look at the natural world, do you see other animals passing up their basic nutritional needs for poison? 

When do you think that the humanimal evolved? What foods do you think were available to that animal? 

Do you think that you are evolved to eat the diet you are currently eating? 



Investigate the impact that your food choices have on the natural world. How 
much energy is expended to produce your food? Is it less damaging to 
the natural world if you grow a radish, or if you get it from a 
market? Ask yourself, What kind of ecological damage is 
connected to an organic apple from the other side of the 
Earth? Is processed vegan food any better for you 
or the planet than raising chickens in the city? 

How many of your food needs can you actually 
meet for yourself? Can you find it locally? Where 
does it grow? Before eating that piece of fruit, ask 
yourself, where does this come from? Can you find 
something similar growing wild in your 
neighborhood or bioregion? 


As we think about our food, let s think about what 
makes sense, and why it makes sense. 

Eat deliberately. 



Taking Action 

(Don t just sit there, do something) 


Never doubt that a few committed people can change 
the world. In fact, it s the only thing that ever has. 

- Margaret Mead 


The Earth is not dying, it is being killed. You see it everyday, everywhere you look, and you can t just sit 
back and watch it. Direct action is vital to stopping environmental destruction and confronting corporate 
control. Direct action is taking personal action to directly improve your life, taking personal responsibility 
and living deliberately. Think of direct action as self-defense: defending yourself and the Earth against the 
forces that are destroying nature and wildness. Remember, you are a powerful person. 

For members of the Church of Deep Ecology, direct action is a form of worship. Whether 
you re blocking bulldozers, pulling biotech crops, teaching organic gardening to kids, or 
biking rather than driving, you need to fill your days, and your nights , with 
direct action. Direct action to save the Earth is deliberately working toward 
a vision of species in balance on a healthy, living Earth. 

Gather your own food. Walk to work. Eat local, organic food. Turn off the 
lights. Read by candlelight. Plant a fruit tree. Barter instead of buy. Identify 
the edible plants in your yard. Wake up with the sun. Sleep when you re 
tired. Eat when you re hungry. Meet your neighbors. Form a community. 

Compost. Take someone to your favorite wild place. Watch the squirrels. 

Watch the wasps. Watch the blue jays. Learn from them all. 

You can host a straw bale construction workshop or start a bio-diesel cooperative. The more you can do for 
yourself, by yourself, the less negative impact you will have on the Earth. You can learn the ways of the 
Earth, and teach these to others. By learning the ways of the Earth, you will learn what s best for you, and 
for the Earth. Together we will destroy the class of experts who tell us that they know best, and instead 
listen to our natural instincts, taking our clues from our surroundings. Define the terms of your own 
survival, and then take action. 

“ Sentiment without 
action is the ruin of the soul.” 

- Edward Abbey 




Start your studies 

We draw our inspiration from many sources; from nature, 
humans who write with nature in mind. We all have to start somewhere. 

Action 

Adkins, Jan, Moving Heavy Things 
Angier, Bradford, How to Stay Alive in the Woods 
Dickson, Murray, Where There is No Dentist 
Gibbons, Euell, Stalking the Wild Asparagus 
Jenkins, Joseph, The Humanure Handbook: A Guide to 
Composting Human Manure 
Mollison, Bill, Permaculture: A Designers' Manual 
Oehler, Mike, The $50 and Up Underground House Book Inspiration 

Shelter Publications, Shelter ; & Shelter II 

Werner, David, Where There is No Doctor Devall, Bill and George Sessions, Deep Ecology ; & 

Wescott, David, Society of Primitive Technology, Simple in Means/Rich in Ends 

Primitive Technology, A Book of Earth Skills ; & Primitive 

Technology II. Ancestral Skills Devall, Bill, Living Richly In An Age of Limits 

Diamond, Jared, Guns, Germs and Steel 

Eldredge, Niles, Dominion 

Foreman, Dave, Confessions of an Eco-Warrior : & 

Eco-Defense 

Glendenning, Chellis, My Name is Chellis. and I 'm in 
Recovery from Western Civilization 

Kimbrell, Andrew, ed., Fatal Harvest: The Tragedy of 

Industrial Agriculture 

Macy, Joanna, and John Seed, Thinking Like a 
Mountain. Toward a Council of All Beings 

Naess, Arne, Ecology. Community & Lifestyle 


Perlman, Fredy, Against His-story. Against Leviathan! 

Quinn, Daniel, Ishmael : & The Story of B 

Sessions, George, Deep Ecology For the 21st Century 

Zerzan, John, ed., Against Civilization 

Crimethlnc. Workers' Collective, Davs of War, Nights 

of Love 



www.deep-ecology.org 
www.deepecology.info 
www.ecoself.net 
www.earthfirstjournal.org 
www . pa leofood . com 
www.religionandnature.com 



www.churchofdeepecology.org 

code@churchofdeepecology.org 




Vision 

We envision our community as an educational center for 
retreats, conferences and workshops which further the 
influence of Deep Ecology on the Earth s human 
inhabitants. We will offer an ever-changing classroom of living in harmony with the living 
Earth. We see a never-ending work in progress, a place for inspiration where humans can 
fall into the realm of nature, not always outside of it. 

We need a place to make our vision a reality. Preserving pristine lands, healing injured lands 
and helping them onto the path of re-wilding, we will teach others to survive off the land as 

they steward it. 




We know there are ecosystems out there in need of re-wilding, we know there are properties, because of years of 
abuse, that could benefit from our vision. We know there is land somewhere that someone would like to see 
preserved or healed. We need to make connections with these lands and their caretakers. 

Donations 

The Church of Deep Ecology needs your donations of land and money to help fulfill our vision for the living Earth. 
This is a great opportunity to guarantee preservation of the land that you cherish so much, while gaining tax benefits 

and retaining the right to see your vision for your land achieved. 


All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Anyone who donates at least $25 per year to the 
Church will receive our newsletter and be invited to our Quarterly Gatherings. For a complete wish list, please visit: 

www.churchofdeepecology.org. 



Church of Deep Ecology 

PO Box 16075 

St. Paul, MN 55116 




Blocking ski-area expansion on Mt. Wachusett 
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y^tmcd with Visions 

dear as cut ^ lass Si just as dangerous 

Silent War Cry 


I Shall honor your Flowers 
I Shall respect your Trees 
I Shall Fight for your Water 
1 Shall defend your Indigenous Caretakers 

As I am made of thee 
I will convert your 
vision into words 
As I am made of thee 
I will take action worthy 
of your life sources 
As 1 am made of thee 

I will take up my Bow 
I will take up my Arrows 
I will take up my Shield 
I will take up my Duty 
As 1 am made of thee Earth Mother 
I am made of thee fashioned by the Great Creator 
I am made of thee... 

I will Not Fail you Earth Mother — 

I will Not Fail you Great Spirit 
I am weak and small and careless, this I know 
yet 1 am made of and by thee... 

I Shall take up my Bow 
I Shall take up my Arrows 
1 Shall take up my Shield 
I Shall take up my Duty 
Pray for my Steps in Battle, all my Elders. 

— Byron Shane Chubbuck 


Olympic National Park Trail Guide 

Take Highway 101 north to Brinnon, 
go west on Dosewallips River Road. 

Ignore the official CLOSED sign. 

When you get to the washout, 

park the damn car and scramble around 

the scenic wonder of a collapsed road. 

Then ramble unofficially toward the park, 
laugh at the meaningless road signs, 
and enjoy the rapids and turquoise pools 
and the spectacular Dosewallips Falls, 
where cars once sped on by to picnic tables. 
The tables now are all turned over, 
the ranger station has lost its ranger, 
and hemlock, alder and douglas fir 
have fallen across the trails. 

The forest service would rebuild this road 
so the picnic tourists can return. 

Elk and Marmot and Murrelet 
and Salmon like it the way it is. 

I too, with all my contradictions, 
like it the way it is. 

All the parks will look like this 
when there are no more parks at all, 
and perhaps even no more poets, 
just the poetry of the healing world. 

As they say in Earth First!, Nature bats last. 

— Craig Oare 


Anthem 

(excerpt) 

America became Ecotopia and Ecotopia's flag is the Wilderness 
and Ecotopia's National Anthem is the wind. 

America loved itself so much 
it became Ecotopia 
after all. 

Now we play no National Anthem 

And need no Symphony or amphitheatre 
or downtown or Milwaukee 

As we sit and listen to crickets 

and watch fireflies as it gets dark 

in hot July along the pure fresh-water shores 
of Great Lake Michigan. 

Antler fl y rights reserved to the authors 

Send poems to Warrior Poets Society, POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
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Human Need 


“But that's human need," 
he insisted, 
thus erecting a wall 
in our discussion of 
environmental problems. 

Humans don’t need electricity. 

If we did, 

We would've gone extinct 
a long time ago. 

Humans don't need cars 

and certainly, if we did 
we would've died out 
thousands of years ago! 

Humans don't need to exponentially increase; 
if we did, 

I wouldn't be here 

to write this poem 

you wouldn't be here to read it 

and Earth would be going about her business 

with less turbulence. 

Humans need to know their place. 

—Jenny McBride 


Untitled 

Pedaling thru hills shrouded in rain 
Every leaf murmurs the sounds 
Of the highway 

Past the countless, strangled eyes of roadkill 

With their toupees of blood & brains 

Over mud-filled water 

Carrying the land downriver 

Where it will be the soil 

Of a new America 

Or the fertility 

Of a greater nothingness, 

Life being too delicate 
For second chances. 

Regardless, we are choking or drowning 
& when we finally reach out our hands we 
May find only our cousins, kudzu & honeysuckle 
Reaching over & over & over the land... 

— Alley Cat Rutabaga 
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Setting Free the Prisoners 


they exx>io^u^aly co^ex^u^ru^y of relex^vnfy mvnh 



by Rod Coronado 

Fifty million years ago, 
mustelids stalked their prey 
with the same streamlined 
body and pointed head that 
their descendants, the 
American mink, hunt with 
today. Indeed, fossil records 
suggest that today's water- 
savvy mink have changed 
little from their forest-dwell- 
ing ancestors. Of the 15 
naturally occuring subspe- 
cies of mink in North 
America, six are being selec- 
tively bred in captivity. The 
genetic integrity of these 
mink is threatened by fur 
farms who are domesticating the spe- 
cies for commercial exploitation. 

On August 25, the Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF) released 10,000 mink 
from the Roesler Brothers Fur Farm in 
Snohomish County, Washington. This 
action marked the 5 7th such raid since 
the ALF began opening fur farm cages 
in North America in 1995. The tactic is 
not new, however, with the ALF hav- 
ing first introduced this strategy against 
the fur trade in the UK in the 1980s. 

Since farmers began breeding mink 
in the early 1920s, only the color, 
length and quality of the animals' fur 
has been affected. Outside of these 
factors, the mink being raised on the 
400 mink farms in the US are geneti- 
cally identical to their wild cousins. 
The fact that fur-farm mink so readily 
adapt to feral life indicates that the 
attempted domestication has so far 
had a negligible effect on their race. 

Mass mink releases have presented a 
sometimes difficult question for envi- 
ronmentalists who oppose the domes- 
tication of native wildlife but fear the 
impact that large numbers of mink 
would have on the surrounding envi- 
ronment. According to Nigel Dunstone 
in his thoroughly researched book, 
The Mink, "While the mink is no model 
of benevolence, many years of re- 
search in the field have revealed no 
evidence of the ecological disasters so 
often predicted." 

At the 1991 Seattle Fur Exchange 
auctions, I interviewed numerous mink 


farmers, none of whom questioned 
the potential survivability of farm- 
raised mink in the wild. Most states 
require that mink farms have a perim- 
eter fence surrounding mink barns to 
prevent escapes. 

Whether mink can survive is less of 
a question than what ecological im- 
pacts such introductions have on na- 
tive wildlife, especially fish, ground- 
nesting birds and small mammals. In 
England, research on the effects of 
feral mink on salmonid stocks re- 
vealed that the mink did little more 
than impact surplus populations of 
smaller fish. 

Meanwhile, sea bird nesting colo- 
nies can be especially vulnerable to 
feral mink. On islands off the coasts of 
Scotland, Sweden, Finland, Iceland and 
Norway, sea birds have been heavily 
preyed upon by feral mink, sometimes 
forcing the birds to nest on islands 
further offshore. In the US, an entire 
colony of spotted sandpipers was 
wiped out by marauding mink. Yet, 
the majority of animals preyed upon 
by feral mink remain abundant, in- 
cluding rabbits and rats. 

Nonetheless, even 100 hungry and 
fierce small predators can be capable 
of wrecking havoc on domestic and 
wild animals. In Snohomish County, 
less than a mile from the Roesler 
Brothers farm, escaping mink killed 
chickens and other animals. One 
neighboring farmer lost 29 exotic 
birds to mink attacks. 


In times of low prey avail- 
ability, mink have been 
known to kill beyond their 
immediate needs in order 
to stockpile prey for future 
consumption. Understand- 
ably, any artificial popula- 
tions of small animals such 
as ducks or chickens are vul- 
nerable to feral mink preda- 
tion. As biocentrists, this 
should be the last reason to 
oppose the return of captive 
mink to their rightful home 
s in the wild. 

On average, only 30 per- 
cent of the mink released 
during fur farm raids actu- 
ally escape into the sur- 
rounding environment. In Washing- 
ton, where there have been seven mass 
releases since 1996, that impact is un- 
noticeable as these normally shy and 
solitary animals quickly distribute 
themselves over a large area. 

Once wild, mink regulate their num- 
bers according to the availability of 
suitable habitat and prey. According 
to Dunstone's research, a mink's in- 
tolerance of other mink will ensure a 
low population density. Aggressive- 
ness toward their own kind make mink 
their own number one predator. 

Any ethical debate on the merits of 
causing such a predator-prey reaction 
must first be leveled against the fur 
farm industry itself. It is solely respon- 
sible for sustaining large concentra- 
tions of predators in cramped and 
unnatural conditions. The attempted 
domestication of mink is fraught with 
problems ranging from physical neu- 
rosis in the form of self-mutilation to 
diseases unknown to wild mink. 

The often rural and mountainous 
regions where mink farms are lo- 
cated are far from pristine, untram- 
meled wilderness. These areas are 
affected by threats much greater than 
those posed by released mink, such 
as habitat destruction, water diver- 
sion and pollution. 

In North America, no biological evi- 
dence has been documented or pub- 
lished revealing long-term negative 
ecological impacts from the ALF’s mink 
releases. The ALF has always favored 
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simple release as a tool of economic 
sabotage and the quickest avenue to- 
ward animal liberation. The financial 
impact such actions have on fur farms 
is monumental. And while offering an 
often slim chance for permanent free- 
dom, the ALF's actions are nonethe- 
less offering mink a chance — one ar- 
guably better than the animals' cer- 
tain death. The villification of mink as 
a significant predator of native fauna 
and domestic stock, or as a competitor 
with native carnivores, is largely with- 
out foundation. 

Following numerous ALF raids, re- 
leased mink have been killed by auto- 
mobiles, and some animals have suf- 
fered fur damage from fights with other 
mink. In Snohomish County, recap- 
tured mink are killing each other. 

"Mink are fine when littermates are 
caged together, but when they're not, 
they're quite vicious and do eat each 
other. That's what we're battling," 
says a Roesler Brothers fur farmer. 

While unfortunate, the result is still 
to further deny income to mink farm- 
ers. At the Roesler Brothers Fur Farm, 
the cost of the ALF's August raid was 
an estimated $500,000. While an ethi- 
cal dilemma for some, fur farmers and 
liberators alike acknowledge the fi- 
nancial impact the action carries to 
the stability of a mink farm. 

Still, there comes a responsibility with 
the mass release of mink. The targeted 
area for mink releases should be care- 
fully researched, and raids should be 
carried out in consideration of threat- 
ened or endangered wildlife in the sur- 
rounding ecosystem. The single most 
effective solution remains the perma- 
nent closure of all mink farms and the 
ecologically responsible rehabilitation 
and release of their native prisoners. 

We live in a time where there are no 
easy or ethical answers to the problems 
posed by exotic non-native species, 
Euro-American Homo sapiens being at 
the top of the list. As biocentrists, we 
must balance our idealism with prag- 
matism. With farm-raised mink, the 
answers come easily. Earth First! and 
other deep ecologists should oppose 
the attempted domestication of the 
American mink by the fur industry 
before this native predator becomes 
yet another human-dependent species 
that exists solely for our commercial 
exploitation. In this regard, the ALF 
stands as the only organization actively 
pursuing this goal. 



International Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
raids against mink farms this Summer have 
cost fur farmers millions of dollars and have 
resulted in the destruction of invaluable ge- 
netic records necessary for the mink's contin- 
ued exploitation. 

On August 5, the Fronte por los Liberacion 
de los Animales (FLA; Spanish ALF) re-visited a 
mink farm in Teruel, Spain, where 13,000 
mink were released in 2001 . In the most recent 
raid, five mink were rescued. Their 
communique warned, "We wanted the farmer 
to know that the FLA hasn't forgotten him, 
and we won't until they close the farm." 

The Djurens Befrielsefront (DBF; Swedish 
ALF) visited a mink farmer in Ramsdala at 
the end of August. The DBF redecorated the 
farmer's house and car with red paint sym- 
bolizing the mink's blood. A communique 
following the action read: "No more excuses. 

Get out there and get the job done." 

In the fourth anti-fur farm arson in four 
months, the Dyrenes Frigjorings Front (Norwe- 
gian ALF) attacked a fur farm feed producer in 
Otteroya on September 1. The factory was 
burned to the ground, causing several million 
dollars in damages. 

On September 7, 8,000 mink were released 
in Denmark from a fur farm near Ringkoebing 
by the Dyrenes Befrielsesfront (Danish ALF). 

While most of the animals were recaptured, 

1,000 remain free. 

As the Dutch Fur Farmers Association cel- 
ebrated its 75th Anniversary on September 9, 
animal liberationists conducted a daylight raid 
on on Gerard Winkoop's Mink Farm in Putten, 

Holland. Two hundred mink were released, cages 
were destroyed and stones thrown at the farmer's 
house and vehicle windows. A Dutch liberator 
said, "We wanted to show the fur farm commu- 
nity that anything can happen, day or night." 

On September 22, the Elainten Vapau- 
tusrintaman (Finnish ALF) released 7,800 mink 
in Lahnakoski, Finland. All of the mink cages 
on the farm were opened, yet neighboring fur 
farmers recaptured 7,000 of the escaped mink. Mink farmer Bengt Hagstrom said 
breeding records were destroyed and that the pelts from the released mink were 
damaged: "Twenty years of work breeding mink has gone down the drain." 

Back in Sweden, on September 29, the DBF placed incendiary devices on 
vehicles and in the offices of Svenl junga Mink Company, a feed producer that 
was also attacked two years ago. Three trucks and a car were destroyed. 

And at the end of this long list of actions, on September 28, a mink farm 
was raided in Belgium. Approximately 3,500 mink were released. 

For a listing of fur farms in your region, visit 

www.animalliberationfront.com/ALFront/FinaINail2.pdf. 


A mink being released in Spain; 
mink peering out of their cages in 
Sweden; a Dutch mink farmer 
inspects smashed cages; burning 
breeding cards in Finland 
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Report from the Galapagos 


SEA SHEPHERD 
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Iceland Resumes Whaling 


For the first time in 13 years, Iceland has dispatched 
three whaling vessels. On August 1 6, the Halldor Sigurdsson, 
the Njordur and the Sigurborg were sent to kill 39 minke 
whales in the North Atlantic Ocean. Iceland has now 
joined Japan in circumventing the International Whaling 
Commission's (IWC) worldwide moratorium on commer- 
cial whaling by arguing that its actions are part of a 
"research whaling” program. 

Claiming that it will not return to full-scale commercial 
whaling until at least 2006, Iceland argues that it must sell its 
whale catch on the international market in order to finance 
its research program. Since the 
commercial ban in 1986, research 
whaling has been exploited as a 
loophole in order to get whale 
meat on the market in Japan. The 
Convention on the International 
Trade in Endangered Species how- 
ever, prohibits international trade 
in whale products. Iceland also 
intends to kill 150 fin and sei 
whales in future "lethal research," 
stating that one objective of the 
research plan is to assess popula- 
tions and the applicability of non- 
lethal research methods. 

In order to prove that Iceland's 
scientific research is bogus, con- 
servationists say the IWC should prohibit commercial trade 
in whales killed for research. "If whale meat was given away, 
and there was no money to be made, the need for research 
would disappear overnight," says Paul Watson of the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society. The 39 minke whales that 
Iceland intends to kill are currently worth more than one 
million dollars in Iceland, while in Japan they represent a 
value in excess of seven million dollars. 

Iceland submitted its research plan to the IWC's scientific 
committee in 2002, where it was rejected by many member 


nations. Yet Iceland maintains that "any member of the 
IWC has the undisputed right to conduct whaling for the 
purposes of scientific research." 

According to Richard Boucher, a spokesperson for the 
US State Department, the killing of minke whales has 
triggered a review by the Department of Commerce. 
Under the Pelly Amendment, this review should lead to a 
ban on the importation of goods from any country deemed 
to have breached IWC regulations. "Lethal research on 
whales is not necessary and the needed scientific data 
can be obtained by well-established, non-lethal means," 

said Boucher. 

Environmental groups have 
been slow to take decisive ac- 
tion against the whaling, hav- 
ing yet to resume a boycott on 
Icelandic products. 

Greenpeace's ship, the Rain- 
bow Warrior, was dispatched to 
Iceland to engage in dialogue 
with Icelanders rather than to 
directly interfere with the whal- 
ing. Greenpeace hopes to con- 
vince Icelanders to abandon 
whaling in favor of a growing 
whale-watching industry. 

Unable to repair its ship in 
time, Watson has announced 
that the Sea Shepherd's ship, the Farley Mowat, will be in 
Icelandic waters in the Summer of 2004 to directly inter- 
vene against Iceland's illegal whaling. In 1986, Sea Shep- 
herd agents shut down Icelandic whaling operations by 
sinking half of the whaling fleet and destroying the nation's 
whale processing plant. Watson has stated, "A line must be 
drawn in the sand, and a stand must be taken for the 
whales. If Iceland tries to kill whales next Summer, they 
will have to sink us to do so." 

For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org. 



Illegal whaling vessel from Iceland 


Activist Murdered in St. Lucia 

Jane Tipson, a dedicated conservationist and animal rights activist, was murdered 
in St. Lucia on September 17. Many of Tipson's friends and colleagues believe her 
death was at the hands of a contract killer, hired to stop her work to protect dolphins 
in the Caribbean. Tipson had been actively campaigning against the creation of 
dolphin-encounter tourist attractions at the time of her death. 

After moving to St. Lucia 30 years ago from her native England, Tipson co- 
founded the Eastern Caribbean Coalition for Environmental Awareness and the 
Whale and Dolphin Watching Association. In St. Lucia, Tipson is remembered as a 
tireless leader of many cetacean anti-captivity campaigns, dedicated to caring for 
hundreds of domesticated and wild animals in a way few people have ever seen. 

Sea Shepherd Conservation Society Captain Paul Watson responded to news of J ane Ti P son 

Tipson’s murder: "Because of the enemies Jane made in high places, and because of her efforts to help animals 
in St. Lucia, I fear that the investigation into her death will not be a priority. I remember my life being threatened 
when Sea Shepherd's ship was last in St. Lucia, and my experience there illustrates to me what a courageous 
heroine Jane was in the face of very real threats of violence." 
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Once'/l^aLn, 

ELF Strikes a Match in San Diego 



by Rod Coronado 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has 
struck against urban sprawl in San Di- 
ego County again. On September 19, 
fires destroyed four luxury homes that 
were under construction and damaged 
two others. Authorities believe it was 
an attempt to burn a row of 10 homes 
being built in the Carmel Valley and 
Torrey Highlands area. A banner left at 
one of the sites read: "Development = 
Destruction. Stop Raping Nature. The 
ELFs are mad." No one was injured in 
the fires, which caused several million 
dollars in damages. 

The developments targeted by 
the ELF are encroaching on sensitive 
open space, which provides a wildlife 
corridor between Carmel Mountain 
Preserve, Torrey 
Pines State Park, 

Los Penasquitos 
Lagoon and Los 
Penasquitos 
Canyon Preserve. 

These areas are an 
integrated wild- 
life system, repre- 
senting southern 
California habi- 
tats threatened by development. 

In 2003, Pardee Homes, one of the 
developers targeted by the ELF was 
named by Builder Magazine as the 
"Large Production Homebuilder of the 
Year" and "America's Best.” Pardee 
owns more than 1,665 acres of land in 
the Carmel Valley and has received 
approval for the development of 3,589 
residences during the next 15 years. 

The other development targeted by 
the ELF was owned by SheaHomes. It 
operates divisions in San Diego, Or- 
ange County, northern California, Ari- 
zona, Colorado and North Carolina, 
making SheaHomes the largest privately 
owned building firm in the nation and 
the 10th largest of all home builders. 

The first fire destroyed three 
SheaHomes units under construction, 
and a separate fire damaged another 
house across the street but was quickly 


put out. Across a ravine, a third fire 
was reported at the Pardee Homes de- 
velopment. The fires were just a few 
miles north of the area where the ELF 
was responsible for a $ 50-million ar- 
son in August (see EF!I September- 
October 2003). 

The latest fires came just before the 
San Diego Board of County Supervi- 
sors met in September to question the 
county's "smart growth principles." 
The county threatens to open 20,000 
acres of pristine land to the construc- 
tion of one and two-acre estates as part 
of its urban development plan for the 
next 20 years. 

More than 500 plant species, 150 
types of birds and a large number of 
reptiles, amphibians and mammals, 
including mountain lions, live in 
Penasquitos Can- 
yon — which is 
the only pro- 
tected coastal 
canyon in San 
Diego County. 
Penasquitos Can- 
yon boasts a wa- 
terfall cascading 
through volcanic 
rock, California 
live oaks that are hundreds of years 
old and willow-covered stream banks 
populated by Pacific tree frogs, great 
blue heron, egrets and mallard ducks. 

Though there has been no formal 
statement issued by the ELF about the 
most recent actions in San Diego, a 
communique was released following 
an anti-development action this Sum- 
mer. It summed up the belief of many 
environmentalists: "For too long, we 
the people have allowed our magnifi- 
cent forests to be leveled and shipped 
off, our water to be poisoned. Now 
greed-driven developers are trying to 
marginalize the last green spaces and 
habitat of our unknown Edens." It is 
clear from both past statements and 
the recent actions of the ELF that ur- 
ban sprawl is a central issue to many 
underground activists struggling to 
protect the Earth. 


Pardee Homes, one of 
the developers targeted 
by the ELF, was named 
by Builder Magazine as 
the “Large Production 
Homebuilder of the Year.” 
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Habitat, or so we called it 

Recollecting my limited relationship with our little squat by the highway 



by Tinder 

"Habitat" was a small house, two rooms upstairs and 
another three down. The first floor had virtually no light, 
and the back room was beginning to fall off the house, so 
we stuck mostly to the bedrooms upstairs. There was a 
better view of the interstate from there anyway and the 
constant hum of trucks barreling down 1-5 actually pumped 
a little life into the place. 

Four of us moved in, but we weren't the first to take 
advantage of the free rent. Tags on the stairwell marked 
previous visitors, some of them people we knew. We just 
hoped that the "H-eight ball crew," whoever they were, 
would never return. I couldn't help but wonder if an old 
resident had come to put the pool cue down at the end 
of the day and claim a few nights sleep, eight ball in 
hand, when I woke up one morning to find the door 
partly kicked in. 

My friend Derailleur and I shared a room. Shortly after I 
moved in, I thought I'd prove myself a worthy roommate and 
clean a little. I had also quickly tired of sleeping with the 
fossilized cat turd behind my pillow. In order to clean, I 
needed light, yet until then the boards on the windows had 
left the room almost void of daylight. Foamer and 1 gave them 
a few whacks and used a bottle to wedge them open. After a 
few minutes, the room was swept, and the shaggy pieces of 
linoleum were thrown away (or rather thrown out of the way, 
into the closet). The room was coming along great! Habitat 
was easily transformed into something that was ours. 

We opened a new entrance on the side of the house. 
Hinges on a board covering a window frame made for a 
great camouflaged door. Climbing in the window frame, 
out of the rain at night, and lighting a couple of candles 
was a homecoming I enjoyed. 

We had been living happily under our sagging roof for 
about a month — with no sign from any sort of owner or 
from any members of the H-eight ball crew — and a dinner 
party seemed like the appropriate house-warming event. 
We brought lasagna from a friend's house and mingled by 
the side of the kerosene lantern. Having no dishes, only 
spoons, we all gathered 'round and ate trough-style out of 
the pan. Our spirits were high and our stomachs full. 

We had started up a round of our favorite game, Mafia, 
when a loud, banging noise came from downstairs. "This 


is the police, come out with your hands up!" Five of us 
quickly scrambled up a hole in the ceiling into the attic. 
Crouched up on the rafters we waited, and I wished we had 
baked the neighbors those cookies that we had talked 
about so many times. 

The cops searched the house with their flashlights, 
and we tried to keep completely still. I was sure it was 
over. Shiny Toes had fallen asleep and started to snore, 
and I didn't want to reach over and shake him. The cops 
pointed their light up at our hole, which was maybe a 
little too ominous for further investigation. After two or 
three hours, we decided to leave. Defeated, we gathered 
a few of our things and climbed outside. Strangely 
enough, the only thing missing was a bottle of hot sauce 
from Foamer's jacket. But habaneros don't mix with 
honey glazed... 

We wondered how the cops could have penetrated our 
defenses so easily. The "barricade, " a board propped at a 45- 
degree angle between the floor and the window, was 
crushed. The floorboard we used as the wedge ended up 
actually being two boards glued end to end, and it had 
snapped in half. So the cops' battering ram probably 
looked something like a shoulder or a boot. 

Habitat just wasn't the same after that. We knew the 
owners were going to start working on the property soon, 
so we didn't stay there much. A bulldozer could come 
ripping through the wall any morning, and we would 
only be discovered later, unrecognizable, buried under a 
pile of old floorboards. 

One morning I found a saw, which inspired me to go over 
to Habitat and fix the barricade. My inspiration turned to 
longing and nostalgia; my hands groping at shingles and 
rusty nails. Habitat now lay in a pile of rubble; a silent 
backhoe rested over all that was left of our little home. 

Within a few short months, a new house was built. 
Every so often we would bike by, and in a fit of jealousy 
and sadness, shake our fists in the air and cry out, 
"Habitat!" But the new residents, out planting in their 
garden, would just tilt their heads and squint at 
us with a questioning gaze. 

Tinder hadn't paid rent in more than three 
years, until the Journal took it directly out 
of his paycheck. He still needs to learn 
his lesson about blockading the door. 
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Breaking the Illusion of Scarcity 
JfeJg A Squatter’s Primer 


Squatters' Rights 

Some cities in the US have laws stating that if a person 
squats for a certain number of days, they have acquired 
rights to the housing and are no longer trespassing. In other 
cities, the first step is to try and establish basic tenants' 
rights. To do this, you must establish some sort of rent 
payment and receive permission to live there. 

The most common way to pay rent is with cash, but it's 
not the only option. Rent is also frequently paid in work 
trade — for example, making repairs, watching over the 
place, cleaning it up and so forth. The landlord's permission 
doesn't have to be explicit, or even written down. The rental 
agreement can be written, verbal or simply implied by the 
landlord's conduct. 

If the landlord gives up on evicting you, then you have 
their implied consent to stay there. In court, the argument 
could be made that when the landlord came by, you made 
an oral agreement to live there in exchange for watching 
over the property. 


Rpr The tract-housing cookie 
L|| cutter is hard at work, sucking 
^ up trees for the matchstick 

b gjyrrv BjlSk houses, churning out more 
-tfegouls IMn "anywhere USA." Asphalt is 

thrown down and rolled out, left 
to bake in the sunlight, raising tem- 
peratures. Wild habitats are constantly 
smothered in the sprawling blanket of subdivisions. Roaring 
streams are tamed and piped underground. The sparkling 
reflection of the moon at night is traded for the buzzing 
orange glow of streetlights. Suburban areas are growing, but 
we don't have to support this. There are other places to live. 

Contained inside the city limits of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, there are more than 30,000 empty housing units, yet 
affordable housing remains scarce. Scarcity is a fundamental 
element of capitalism, and it must remain so in order for the 
economy to thrive. 

Developers manufacture a false atmosphere of scarcity in 
order to secure customers for unnecessary new housing 
developments by either demolishing older houses or by 
keeping the doors on them closed. If we are to avoid urban 
sprawl, we must see through the illusion of scarcity and 
utilize what already exists. So dig a pry bar under the boards 
covering the window, crack it open and squat it. 


Finding a Place 

Make sure the place you choose to squat is truly aban- 
doned. Peek in the windows and see if it's dirty. A "con- 
demned" sign on the front door or window can be a good 
thing: It takes a lot more work and money for the owners to 
fix up a condemned house, so it probably won't be rented 
out next month. 

If there is a realtor's padlock on the door or the grass has 
been recently cut, then it's a no go. Boards on the windows 
and doors might seem more dismal, but they signal that the 
house is uninhabited and provide privacy from nosy neigh- 
bors who might call the cops in the future. If the place looks 
unoccupied and unattended, write down the address. If no 
address is visible, take note of the cross streets and how 
many lots there are between the corner and the house. 

Then it's time to take a little stroll down to the tax 
assessor's office. Here you can locate the address of your 
prospective house by using lot maps. The address can then 
be used to learn about the history of the location. What is it 
that you'll want to know? Huge amounts of back taxes could 
mean that the owners aren't wanting to invest anything 
into the property. If the owners live far away, they might not 
visit the property often. Among other things, the retail value 
and whether the property is condemned are also listed in the 
public record. 
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There's always work to be done around the house. 


photo by Stacy Wakefield 





The cops won't be bothering these folks tonight. 


Attempts to evict you can be stalled 
by making it appear that you're a valid 
tenant who is supposed to be there. If 
the cops come and the place looks 
clean — with pictures'on the walls and 
furniture to sit on — it'll be easier to 
convince them not to throw you out. 
If you have any mail or utility bills 
delivered to the house, the police will 
be more likely to leave it as a civil 
matter, even if the landlord is present. 
In that case, the owner will have to 
evict you formally in court. 

If you do get busted for popping a 
squat, you can expect to be charged 
with a Class B misdemeanor of tres- 
passing or breaking and entering. 

Adverse Possession 

If you get really lucky, sometimes 
squatting can actually lead to the 
complete legal possession of the house 
through what's called "adverse pos- 
session." Every once in a while, people 
squat a house that seems to be truly 
abandoned. If you've dealt with the 
police and neighbors, and there's still 
no sign of the landlord, then you can 
proceed in claiming adverse posses- 
sion. In a nutshell, if you pay the back 
taxes and make improvements on the 
property — and after you've openly 
squatted the place for five to 20 years 
(or longer, depending on the state 
laws) — you can claim adverse posses- 
sion and the house is yours. 

Housekeeping 

If the toilet doesn’t work, you can use 
a five-gallon bucket, just be sure to 
sprinkle a little sawdust or dirt over your 
business when you're done. When the 
bucket's full, empty it into a deep hole 


in the backyard and let it compost. 
Remember to piss in a separate jug, so as 
not to drown composting humanure. 

Check the circuit breakers for elec- 
tricity. If there is no juice, the meter 
can be jumped with a piece of flattened 
one-inch copper pipe. Whatever you 
do, do not try this without someone 
who knows what they are doing. 

Water can often be turned on at the 
main valve out in front of the house. 
Sometimes there's a metal cap along the 
sidewalk that says "W," "Public Works" 
or something similar. Remove the cap, 
and you'll see a little knob a few feet 
down. This can be opened with a special 
"water key." You might be able to make 
one yourself by attaching a wrench to 
the end of a pole or by welding one. 

You can turn the gas on using a 
similar technique. However, before 
lighting up the stove, you'll want to 
check the lines inside the house for 
leaks by brushing them with soapy 
water and checking for bubbles. You'll 
want to do this at the same time you 
turn on the gas. 

Of course, there's no right way to go 
about squatting. If you don't want to 
deal with bills and establishing ten- 
ants' rights, then don't bother. Just 
have as much fun for as long as you 
can. You'll figure a lot of things out as 
you go. And if your squat only lasts a 
month, you've given that much less 
money to developers. 

A squat is not some place that you 
heard about in the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan, crawling with jaded old 
punk rockers. It's that regular old 
house around the damn corner. Well, 
at least it becomes a squat as soon as 
you break in... 


Not Quite Armchair 
Reading 

Here's some useful squatting re- 
sources to get you going. 

•Homes Not Jails (HNJ) advo- 
| cates the use of vacant and aban- 
8 doned housing for people who are 
| homeless. HNJ has a great deal of 
o resources available on tenants' 

O 

2 rights and legal expectations. 

? For more information, visit 
z www.homesnotjails.org. 

•No Trespassing, by Anders Corr, 
South End Press, 1999. This book 
contains everything from the 
theory and practice of squatting to 
stories on squatting as direct ac- 
tion, as well as the hidden histories 
of housing. 

•Not For Rent, by Stacy Wakefield 
and Grrrt, Evil Twin Publications, 
2003. Interviews and conversations 
with squatters, eco-activists, musi- 
cians, anarchists and all kinds of 
creative folks in the UK. 

• War in the Neighborhood, by Seth 
Tobocman, Autonomedia, 2000. A 
graphic novel documenting the vi- 
brant squatting movement in the 
Lower East Side neighborhood of 
Manhattan during the '80s. In 
comic book form, there are many 
inspiring tales of how squatters 
battled the New York Police De- 
partment to defend their homes. 

•For up-to-date international 
news and legal resources, visit 
www.squat.net. The main focus 
here is on squatted houses, car sites 
and other free spaces. 
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For Your 

Eyes Only 

Find Your Target & Drive Them Nuts 




i/ n 


by SHAC-USA 

While a large mass movement is nice (and needed), an 
"army of one" can and will get the job done. Activists 
taking action on their own can be powerful. When an 
activist can’t join a demonstration, set up an outreach 
table or create a group, they are not out of options. Those 
of us who can’t or don’t want to be part of a big movement 
may instead take a 007 approach to activism by using 
COINTELPRO-type tactics to crack our enemy's resolve. 

Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is to distract, 
disrupt and destroy the ease with which those who abuse 
animals and decimate the environment operate. By means 
of stealth and cunning, you must first acquaint yourself 
with your enemy and then seek to undermine their every 
effort. Armed with all of today's urban spy techniques, 


•For those tough- \ 

to-find corporate \ J 

bastards, use the info- 

search databases at your \l 

nearest university li- 

brarv. Most col- , f J 

law j/yyyuy 

ness libraries) 
give free access 

to the search engine "Lexus-Nexus." This is your one-stop 
shop for all public records — from news stories to legal 
documents and business filings. By searching for the com- 
pany or the target's name, chances are high that you will not 
only find the current address but also previous addresses. 


you shall act as both sleuth 
and provocateur. 

This is no assignment for 
the weak of heart. Great 
peril exists at every turn. 
But remember, even greater 
peril exists for the victims 
who are depending on the 
success of your operation. 
This article will not self- 
destruct in five seconds... 
but any evidence attach- 
ing you to any of the fol- 
lowing tactics should. 

Finding the Target 
and the Home 
Addresses 

•Use a company's website 
and any promotional ma- 
terials you can find to lo- 
cate who sits on the board 



Know the Workplace 
Dynamics 

Besides the chain of com- 
mand, you are going to 
want to know the target's 
work hours, projects, 
events, facilities and any 
gossip about them. Two 
clever approaches are: 

•The pretext phone call. 
Head to a payphone and 
call your target, pretend- 
ing to be various charac- 
ters. If you are put through 
to a secretary, you can pre- 
tend to be a delivery per- 
son with an important 
document needing imme- 
diate attention. Invaluable 
slip-ups happen and may 
result in you getting the 


of directors, as well as who holds the managerial positions. 
Also, try annual reports and old press archives about the 
target company (at your local library or online). Trace who 
is quoted and what their position is. Nine times out of 10, 
you will track down your target. 

•Start in the simplest places. Look in the phone book, 
search for the name on Google or use 411 .com. Many targets 
are business people and don't expect protest pressure. They 
see no reason to keep their home listings private. 


time your target goes home, which golf club they attend or 
even their personal cell phone number. Even better infor- 
mation can be forthcoming if you actually get your target 
on the line. Try this with various departments. On one 
occasion, an activist was actually able to find out when a 
shipment of laboratory animals was being delivered! 

•Sport your most generic business, outfit and simply do the 
"walk-through." In big companies, not everyone knows 
everyone else. Last year, a Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
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(SHAC) activist drove her car past security and into Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (HLS). An employee of the lab held the door 
open for her as they went in, and she had a good long walk 
around before barricading herself inside an office! 

Home Is Where the Heart Is 

•Neighbors are easily duped and will tell you what 
you're not supposed to know. When the target is not 
home, swing by the neighbor's house and pretend to be 
interested in the vintage green jaguar parked in your 
target's driveway. Call the neighbors pretending to be a 
relative planning a surprise party and that you need to 
know when your target will be home. Or even call acting 
like a journalist doing a story on animal rights or environ- 
mental activists targeting the folks next door: Can they 
offer any comment on their neighbors? 


England that the company had to hire someone to sort 
through and send back all of the deliveries. 

•Swing by your target's home and wait around to take 
photos of him or her. The paparazzi do it all of the time for 
movie stars, sa why don't we do it for all of the celebrities 
of animal ana Earth abuse? Maybe catch a glimpse of them 
in their swimsuit, screaming at their bratty kids or stealing 
the neighbor's newspaper. 

•"Warning: A known Earth destroyer/animal abuser 
lives at..." Putting up posters in your target's community is 
a good way of drawing attention to the vile and secret 
world of corporate exploitation. This can also cause a great 
deal of embarrassment to the individual. The locals are 
entitled to know about someone who commits unthink- 
able acts of barbarism on animals or the Earth. 
•www.SHAMEONYOUl.com. If you are more computer 


Fleeing the Home... 


Will they never 
stop?! 

-Just keep / ovi. 
driving 



•One of the most exciting ways to get to know your 
animal-abusing or Earth-destroying target is to follow 
them. Which video store and library do they use? Do they 
belong to a golf or yacht club? Following can be tricky, and 
you must have a reliable source of transportation. Most 
corporate scumbags don't take the train or bus. 

Time for Action! 

With your newly acquired information, it is time to let 
your imagination run wild. 

•Visit www.nachomail.com. This website allows you to 
send emails from your target's email address to anyone you'd 
like, such as their friends and colleagues. Think the morning 
meeting should be canceled? Go ahead and do it. Maybe it's 
time to fess up to your spouse about having an affair. 

Letting rude and inappropriate comments slip to a cus- 
tomer can be so easy when on email — especially theirs. 
Recently, all the high school classmates of a HLS executive 
received an email from their old chum, asking if any of 
them would act as a character witness for him in his 
upcoming murder trial! 

•If you can't attend a home demo, don't sweat it. You can 
still make an impact on your target's credit ratings. In 
many magazines, there are forms allowing you to start 
receiving subscriptions and products with a bill sent later. 
Once the unwanted deliveries start pouring in, if your 
target doesn't take the time to send each parcel back with 
a canceled order statement, their credit takes a nose dive. 
HLS employees have received everything from Playboy to 
Precious Moments figurines. This got so bad for HLS in 


inclined, why not build a special website for the ecoterrorist 
or vivisectionist you are after? Expose their dirty laundry, 
their funny photos, their home address and phone num- 
ber. Include graphic pictures of the animals they experi- 
ment on or the forests they have clearcut, as well as links 
to other websites that attack the merit of those operations. 
These people deserve as much privacy and dignity as they 
give to their animal victims. 

These are just a few of the ways to get to know your enemy 
and get under their skin. There are plenty of other ideas. The 
point is that you don't have to belong 
to your local animal rights group or 
Earth First! chapter to have a voice 
for the Earth or its animal in- 
habitants. Pranks, practical 
jokes and an unnerving 
amount of personal informa- 
tion on your subject can be 
just as powerful as a national 
demonstration. 

Using great determination, 

SHAC-USA is committed to shut- 
ting down HLS and driving an- 
other nail in the coffin of the 
vivisection industry. For more in- 
formation, contact SHAC-USA, 

POB 22398, Philadelphia, 

PA 19110; (888) 354-2435; 
shacusa@envirolink.org; 
www.shacamerica.net. 
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Pvinp Vv fhe* Volume* 

A Face-off between Kenwood and Motorola’s 
Next-Generation Walkie-Talkies 


by Dan Spalding 

It might be the suburban kid in me, but some of my 
fondest memories are of running around in my backyard 
playing hide and seek with a Radio Shack walkie-talkie. 
There was the techno-intimacy of being able to communi- 
cate with someone who wasn't anywhere near you. And 
the inherent sexiness of this mysterious piece of hardware. 

Looking back on it, these memories also demonstrate the 



contradictions I face with today's walkie-talkies. Last to 
first: Sure, radios are sexy — but they're also expensive, if 
not as fragile as the Radio Shacks of old with their "insta- 
break" telescoping aluminum antennas. 

Radios help you communicate with people who aren't 
anywhere near you. But in practice, "anywhere near you" 
means within two blocks, if that. 

That brings me to the final contradiction of radios. Like 
so much of the high-tech crap I covet, its usefulness is 
inversely proportional to its cost. That is, the more expen- 
sive and cool it is, the more useless it is. There are definitely 
times in every activist's life when you need some walkie- 
talkies. Those times come once or twice a year for most of 


us. And to add insult to injury, when you need them, you 
often need five or six for them to be really useful. 

There are times when it could make all the difference for 
everyone in your affinity group to have a radio. If you're 
organizing a treesit, lookouts can warn people if they see 
law enforcement coming. Even if the lookouts are the only 
ones with the pricey two-watt radios, everyone else with a 
one-watt radio will probably be able to hear their warning, 
even if they're too far away to reply. 

In this review, I'll go over the highs and lows of three 
of the radios available on the market: the Kenwood 
FreeTalk XLS and the Motorola T5820 and T7200. These 
are all General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) radios, 
which transmit at different frequencies than their cheaper 
and more popular Family Radio Service (FRS) brethren. 

Power Over, Power Through, Power Within 

The main problem with FRS radios is that they are only 
allowed to transmit at a half-watt of power. In real life, 
that half-watt will get you maybe a mile in the desert, at 
night, without any air molecules between you and any 
other radios. In the forest, you might be able to transmit 
up to a half mile. In the city, count on two blocks at best. 

GMRS radios, however, are allowed to broadcast at up 


to two watts. In practice, I've transmitted more than a 
mile in a semi-urban environment (near downtown 
Oakland, California) with a two-watt radio — the 
Motorola T7200. I've done about half as well with the 
one-watt Kenwood FreeTalk, and about half as well as 
that with the one-watt Motorola T5820. 

The rest of this article will discuss features and com- 
patibility, but as far as I'm concerned, the moral of the 
story is: more power equals more range. The Motorola 
T7200 kicks ass. And for around $115 each, it had better. 
It's also about twice as big as the other two radios. 

The Kenwood and the Motorola T5820 are about the 
same size — bodies a little bigger than a deck of cards — with 
a three or four-inch rubberized antenna. Both cost around 
$80 each. I think the Kenwood has better range, but the 
T5820 is easier to use and seems vaguely more rugged. 

What's the Frequency, Kenneth? 

Another reason to use GMRS is because everyone is using 
FRS radios these days. Well, relatively few people are, but 
enough that it can be irritating when you’re all set to do 
your billboard liberation and discover that the parking 
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attendant at the lot next door is talking on the same 
channel. I was a legal observer in the Nevada desert last 
year with some FRS radios, and even 45 miles from the 
nearest town (except for the nearby military base) there 
was traffic on the channel we were going to use. FRS radios 
have privacy channels to 
block out chatter or you 
can just change to a dif- 
ferent channel, but why 
bother when you can get 
a GMRS radio instead? 

The law says you need a 
$75 FCC license to use a 
GMRS radio, but I don't 
think anyone checks for it. And, technically, it can cause 
massive brain tumors (not really, but there are serious 
warnings in the instructions about not using the radio too 
much and keeping it away from your body). 

Features Galore 

The GMRS radios come with loads of features. None of 
these set one radio drastically apart from another, but 
they do add to ease of use and further set them apart from 
most FRS radios. 

One of the best is the optional vibrate function, which 
makes the radio shake when someone is transmitting. 
This is super useful in noisy situations or in covert actions 
where noise could give you away. All three radios have it. 

The feature that is most fun is the "privacy" setting. 
On the Kenwood, simply switch it on and supposedly 
everyone not using a Kenwood set to privacy will hear 
spooky, garbled talk. The Motorola T7200 has three 
privacy settings, and you ostensibly have to be using 
another Motorola T7200 set to the same setting to 
hear a transmission. 


Ease of Use 

The Kenwood, bless its heart, is the least convenient to 
use of the bunch. The cryptic abbreviations in its little 
LCD screen make it frustrating for the beginner. 

In my opinion, ease of use isn't a deal-breaker with the 
Kenwood, however. Even though it transmits at only 
one watt of power, the Kenwood is pretty powerful. It 
just takes someone who is familiar with them (or sits 
down with the instruction book) to set them up and 
press "lock" so that the settings don't get changed by 
accident. However, if your radios will frequently be used by 
people unfamiliar with them, the Motorola models would 
serve you better. 

Why Not Just Borrow Someone's Cell Phone? 

For most people, the cost of radios is going to be prohibitive. 
Perhaps regional EF! groups or coalitions might consider 
pooling their resources and getting a set of radios to share, 
especially if a number of actions are planned in the area. 

Computer guru Bruce Schneier is often quoted as saying, 
"If you think technology can solve your problems, you 
don't understand the problem and you don't understand 


technology." Having radios, even sweet, expensive ones, 
won't necessarily let you instantly communicate with 
everyone you need to. 

If you're in the "I need radios once or twice a year" 
category, maybe consider borrowing someone's cell phone 

instead. You sacrifice a 
lot in terms of communi- 
cating with more than 
one person at a time and 
also in terms of secrecy — 
it's fairly easy to deter- 
mine your location and 
get phone records of who 
you called (see EF//Janu- 
ary-February 2003). But, during mass actions in the city, 
you generally can't beat being able to reach who you need 
to on a cell phone. 

Radios can often be very helpful. Yet they're not just toys 
anymore — it takes half a watershed to produce all of the 
circuits and liquid crystal displays in these things. It's fun to 



pretend you're some real important commando, but the 
environmental impacts are something to keep in mind. 
Even though books and manuals full of radio jargon and 
etiquette are probably a little overkill, it does help to know 
radio communication basics. 

For some, it makes sense to have GMRS radios. You fre- 
quently coordinate activities in the woods at serious dis- 
tances. You organize events with thousands of people. You 
are an attendant at a large parking lot. You want a massive 
brain tumor. GMRS radios were made for you. Go get 'em. 

Dan Spalding does activist legal work with the Midnight 
Special Law Collective, which does not in any way condone his 
fixation with high-tech toys. 
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In real life, that half-watt will get you maybe 
a mile in the desert, at night, without any air 
molecules between you and any other radios. 


artwork by Maya Peterpaul 


Anatomy of an Affinity Group 



The idea of affinity group-based organization was planted 
in the US on April 30, 1977, when 2,500 people occupied 
the Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant in New Hampshire. The 
growing anti-nuclear power and disarmament movements 
adopted this mode and used it in several successful actions 
throughout the late 1970s and 1980s. Since then, affinity 
groups have been used by environmental movements, the 
Central American solidarity 
movement, the anti-global- 
ization movement and 
many others. 

The Affinity Group 
is Born 

The affinity group structure 
was bom out of the anarchist and workers movements of the 
late 19th century, particularly those who fought fascism 
during the Spanish Civil War. Small circles of good friends, 
called tertulias, would meet at cafes in Spain to discuss ideas 
and plan actions. During a period of intense class conflict in 
Europe and of local insurrection and struggle in Spain, 
anarchists made tertulias the basis of their organizing. 

Decades later, the 50,000-member Iberian Anarchist 
Federation (FAI) organized into affinity groups and local, 
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regional and national councils. Wherever several FAI affin- 
ity groups existed, they formed a local federation that was 
coordinated by a committee made up of one delegate from 
each affinity group. Delegates were then sent from the 
local federations to regional committees and finally to the 
Peninsular Committee. Affinity groups remained autono- 
mous as they carried out education, organized and sup- 
ported local struggles. The intimacy of the groups made 
police infiltration difficult. 

In July 1936, a group of fascist generals launched a 
military revolt to take power from Spain's government. 
Spanish workers and peasants armed themselves and de- 
feated the military throughout much of the country, par- 
ticularly in the anarchist strongholds. 

An estimated 1,200-1,800 self-managed workers' collec- 
tives were formed. This effectively replaced the remnants 
of government and private institutions by providing for 
the everyday necessities of life. Factories, transportation, 
telephones, agriculture and even retail stores were taken 
over and run collectively. The experience of working in 
non-hierarchical affinity groups created the conditions for 
six million people in Spain to reorganize society along 
revolutionary principles without bosses or government. 

Affinity Groups Get the Goods 

Affinity groups challenge top-down organizing and 
empower those involved to take creative direct action. 
They are by nature decentralized and allow participants to 
"be” the action by giving complete freedom and decision- 
making power to the entire group. 

When forming an affinity group, find friends or fellow 
activists who have similar issue interests. An affinity group 
could be a relationship that lasts for years among a group of 
friends and activists, or it could be a week-long pairing based 
around a single action. 

It is important to look for people who are willing to use 
similar tactics. For example, if you want to do relatively high- 
risk lockdowns, someone who does not want to be in that 
situation may not want to join the group. That person could 
do media or medic work, but this may not be the best solution 

if they are not completely 
comfortable around certain 
tactics of direct action. 

Affinity groups can be 
used to drop a banner, 
blockade a road, provide 
backup for other affinity 
groups, do street theater, 
organize a treesit, form a padded bloc, change the mes- 
sage on a billboard or play music in a radical marching 
band. What makes affinity groups so effective for actions 
is that they can remain creative and independent by 
planning out actions without an organization or person 
limiting the possibilities. 

Be creative and remember: Direct action gets the goods! 

The information provided here is condensed from 
www.stopftaa.org. 


During a period of local insurrection and 
struggle in Spain, anarchists made 
tertulias the basis of their organizing. 


FTAA Packing List 



by Tinder 

From November 17-21, thousands will be converging in 
Miami, Florida, to interrupt the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) (see £F7/September-October 2003). Here's a 
few things you won't want to forget to pack for the trip: 

11 Gallons of Paint, Brushes 

Six weeks before the FTAA ministerial, the Lake Worth 
Global Justice Group is inviting folks to a well-equipped art 
space in Palm Beach County. The space will be set up to build 
giant puppets, colorful banners and props. On November 15, 
all these creations will be paraded on a 60-mile romp to 
Miami. For more information, contact (561) 547-6686; 
sfglobaljustice@yahoo.com. 

Dozen Pillows, Football Helmet 

The Pittsburgh Organizing Group has issued a call to 
action for a Padded Bloc to disrupt negotiations. Affinity 
groups are planning to use shields and padding to confront 
police violence. Protected by their padding, the contin- 
gent will act as human shields to push back any police lines 
and to hold ground for unshielded protesters. For more 
information, visit www.organizepittsburgh.org. 

Sleeping Bag, Ride 

There's both a housing and a ride board on the Latin 
American Solidarity Coalition website. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.lasolidarity.org. 

Bullhorn, Running Shoes 

The major day of action is November 20. The AFL-CIO is 
sponsoring a massive march, begin- 
ning in the vicinity of Omni Mall and 
winding through downtown. Most 
likely, this will connect with other 
feeder marches and possibly a forest- 
specific action. 

Hat with Press Card Stuck in It 

There are plans for a "Media Center,” 
which will provide communication ser- 
vices, physical space and use of technol- 
ogy. To subscribe to the Independent 
Media Center's mailing list, visit 
lists.indymedia.org/cgi-bin/mailman/ 
listinfo/imc-ftaa-miami. 

Liquid Antacid, Suture Kit 

Chances are that if you know how to 
do an eye flush or treat a scraped knee, 
people will need your help. To link up 
with other medics, join the FTAA medi- 
cal listserve at lists.riseup.net/www/ 
info/ftaamedical. 


50 Pound Bag of Rice, Cutting Board 

Miami Food Not Bombs is teaming up with other chapters 
from around the nation. They're inviting anyone to come 
and assist with the chopping melee. Cooks, food and supplies 
are needed in bulk quantities. To get involved, contact 
miamifnb@hotmail.com. 

Picnic Blanket, Tape Recorder (for Bootlegs) 

You are invited to The People's Gala, which will be held on 
the evening of November 19. Located at the Bayfront Amphi- 
theater on Biscayne Blvd, the gala will set a festive tone for the 
following days. It will be a multimedia event with a broad 
range of presenters, punctuated by musicians including Billy 
Bragg and Steve Earle. 

Notepad, Pen, Paper Airplanes 

A long list of local, national and international groups are 
scheduled to present forums and teach-ins throughout the 
week on a range of topics, including Indigenous rights, food 
security, genetic engineering and the FTAA's relationship to 
rainforest destruction. For a working calendar of events, visit 
www.citizenstrade.org/miamicalendar.php. 

Break It Down 

In Miami, those who soak up profits from perverted trade 
will no longer meet around unlit tables, and the voices of 
those who are losing living wages to the global North will not 
go unheeded. With your bags packed, you're now ready to 
directly confront inequality, and while we're all together, 
why not have a little fun? 

To learn more about the FTAA and the resistance to it, visit 
www.ftaaresistance.org; www.stopftaa.org. 


Eco Bloc: Taking Action to Reclaim Ecology 

If you are fighting for global justice, self-determination, peoples' food 
sovereignty and a future for life on Earth, then the Eco Bloc is you. The Eco 
Bloc is a tactic for advancing the realization of an ecological future and will 
be converging at the Free Trade Area of the Americas protests in Miami, 
Florida, from November 18-22. 

The Eco Bloc is a nonviolent, autonomous space for individuals, affinity 
groups and organizations to unite and infuse the global justice movement 
with an Earth-centered message. We will march in green, with green flags, 
noise brigades and symbols of biodiversity, hope and change. 

The Eco Bloc will continue on a parallel track to election year madness. 
Emerging in January at the New Hampshire Peoples' Primary, we will 
contrast the endless war on Iraq, workers and the Earth with ecological 
sanity and direct democracy. In April, the Eco Bloc will march to decry the 
greed and injustice of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund on 
their 60th anniversaries. We will confront the biotechnology industry in 
San Francisco in June at Biodevastation/Biojustice 2004. And the Eco Bloc 
will continue at an anti-war demonstration or picket line near you! 

For more information, contact the Institute for Social Ecology Biotech- 
nology Project, (802) 454-7138; eco-bloc@riseup.net; www.nerage.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

Editors' note: Regulations for mail sent 
to prisoners vary according to individual 
prisons. Before sending monetary dona- 
tions, books or packages, ask prisoners 
what the regulations are. Assume that 
everything you write to a prisoner is read by 
the authorities. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, who has spent 
nearly 21 years on death row, is suffer- 
ing from a worsening condition of swol- 
len and discolored joints. Supporters are 
asked to demand that Abu-Jamal re- 
ceives immediate care by an outside 
physician of his choice. He can be 
reached at #AM8335, SCI Greene, 175 
Progress Dr, Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 

•Jose Velez Acosta is awaiting sen- 
tencing for an action against the US 
military in May. Demonstrators celebrat- 
ing the end of US military maneuvers on 
the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, used 
sledgehammers and fire to destroy a 
military boat, Humvee and the gates of 
the former military facility. Acosta faces 
two years in prison. He can be reached at 
#23883-069, MDCGuaynabo, POB2147, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. 

•Jose P6rez Gonzalez was convicted 
in September for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property in Vieques. He will be 
sentenced on December 11 and faces 
up to 10 years imprisonment. Currently 
being held without bail, Gonzales can 
be reached at #21519-069, MDC 
Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico 00922-2147. 

•Sherman Austin is being held at the 
Oklahoma City Federal Transfer Facil- 
ity, awaiting designation to a federal 
prison. He is serving one year for main- 
taining a website that contained links 
to information on how to make explo- 
sives. Since September 15, Austin has 
been on 23-hour lockdown, and he has 
been denied phone calls, commissary, 


letters and contact with other prisoners 
until transferred. Austin's family is re- 
questing donations and legal help. For 
more information, contact Jennifer 
Martin, jmi46@sbcglobal.net. 

•Kathy Boudin, imprisoned for 22 
years for an attempted armored car 
robbery by the Weather Underground, 
was granted parole on September 17. 
Boudin was also implicated in an ex- 
plosion at a New York City townhouse 
in the 1970s. She will be on parole for 
the rest of her life, with curfew and 
travel restrictions. 

•Marco Camenish has been trans- 
ferred to the maximum security prison 
of Pfaffikon in Switzerland. He is serv- 
ing 10 years for using explosives to 
target nuclear facility powerlines. He 
can be reached at Hornlistrasse 55, 8330 
Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzerland. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Betty Krawczyk, who participated in 
actions to blockade logging on 
Vancouver Island, Canada, was found 
guilty of criminal contempt on Septem- 
ber 19, for violating a court order to stay 
away from the blockade. She is await- 
ing sentencing and can be reached at 
CS#03 7-939-24, Burnaby Correctional 
Centre for Women, 7900 Fraser Park 
Dr, Burnaby, BC V5J 5H1, Canada. 

•Benjamin Persky, serving up to six 
years for property destruction at the 
homes of multiple Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS) affiliates, has been moved 
to a prison/military boot camp where 
he will serve out his sentence. He can 
only receive letters and photos; abso- 
lutely nothing else. Persky can be 
reached at #03R3916, Lakeview Shock 
Correctional Facility, POB T, Brocton, 
NY 14716-0679, USA. 

•Helen Woodson is serving 27 years 
for disarming a Minuteman II missile 
silo with a jackhammer, as well as 


mailing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and burn- 
ing the money. Woodson is currently 
facing the possibility of life imprison- 
ment since she has refused the terms of 
supervision that would accompany her 
release. Authorities believe that 
Woodson would commit further direct 
action and may prevent her release us- 
ing new anti-terrorism legislation. She 
can be reached at #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. 

•Raul Zapatos, the leader of an anti- 
logging strike force in the Philippines 
has been serving a life sentence for 
returning fire when attacked by log- 
gers. On September 19, Zapatos' appeal 
went before the court, and he was ac- 
quitted and released. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire OX6 0PZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for attacking the man- 
aging director of HLS, rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier and for 
planting incendiary devices under 
slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Rae Schilling, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester S022 
5DF, UK. Serving four-and-a-half years 
for harassment of HLS shareholders. 

Eco-Defense 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk, 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that nuclear radiation 
around Chernobyl was worse than the 
government reported. 

• Ifiaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
31080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, 
Spain. Serving just under five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 


y 
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•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs. 

Indigenous Resistance 
•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 1/ 
A 10745, Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, 
USA. Serving 35-75 years for helping to 
ship weapons to Central American In- 
digenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Move- 
ment activist, is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the deaths of 
two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. 

Political Prisoners 
•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of Na- 
tional Liberation in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Thomas "JJ" Hicks, McDowell 
Countyjail, 593 Spaulding Rd, Marion, 
NC 28752, USA. Currently facing mari- 
juana and weapons charges. The FBI 
tried to link Hicks, a longtime Earth 
Firstler, to various Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) actions and has approached him 
with an offer to infiltrate the ELF in 
exchange for a more lenient sentence. 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90521, A-5-248 
UP, Centinella State Prison, POB 901, 
Imperial, CA 92251, USA. Lamont, an 
Earth Firstler, is serving three years for 
possession of an incendiary device for 
reasons unknown. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 



“We are outlaws, free and high — a youth guerrilla 
underground in the heart of honky America!” 


by The Radikal Weatherman 

The Weather Underground, a 92-minute documentary produced by Sam 
Green and Bill Siegel, Upstate Films, 2003. 

As street clashes revolving around civil rights and anti-war struggles grew 
increasingly violent during the late 1960s and early 1970s, a growing urban 
guerrilla movement sprang up in response to escalating government repression. 
In addition to the Black Panther Party, the Black Liberation Army and the Puerto 
Rican Liberation Movement, cells and circles also emerged out of the white, 
middle-class, radical student movements prevalent at the time. One of the most 
notorious was the Radical Weather Underground — a remnant of the large and 
rather top-heavy socialist organization, Students for a Democratic Society (SDS). 

In 1969, this affinity group of committed white radicals broke from the 
rapidly-fragmenting SDS to launch a guerrilla campaign to overthrow the 
government. They were clearly outraged by the Vietnam War and the blatant 
racism and classism of our society, as well as thoroughly disgusted with what 
many viewed as an ineffective popular movement in the streets. 

Swearing solidarity with the poor and with people of color around the 
world, the Radical Weather Underground carried out bold and decisive direct 
actions throughout much of the 1970s. Their actions ranged from clashes 
with police to bombings of key political, financial, industrial and law 
enforcement agency installations. 

The Weather Underground traces the rise and fall of the organization, 
commonly known as the Weathermen, using awesome film footage and 
priceless interviews with the group's surviving members. Completed after the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the film thankfully spares us com- 
mentary on extremism itself — focusing instead on the politics of the day. At 
the same time, this film sheds light on the group's mistakes, misconceptions 
and dysfunction as it evolved, withered and faded. 

This documentary is a must see for any radical using direct action. It 
chronicles the issues faced by the Weather people themselves (they were all 
white, but not all male), including those that helped precipitate the Radical 
Weather Underground's demise in the mid-1970s — sexism, hierarchy, in- 
fighting, COINTELPRO, etc. 

Startling in its timeliness, there is much in The Weather Underground that 
rings strikingly familiar to those involved in revolutionary struggle today. 
The activists in the film describe vital lessons for us all. The movie also reveals 
that most of the surviving Weatherpeople remain politically active, main- 
taining that direct action gets the goods. 

For more information, visit www.upstatefilms.org/weather. 

The Radikal Weatherman tracks the proliferation of positive vorticity, generated 
at the base of the trough where the winds of change howl and wail loudest. 
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by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I am a recent environmental sciences graduate who now 
wants to head into the abyss of law. Do you have any advice 
on how I can maintain my radical spirit while going through 
law school? What schools or programs do you think are more 
geared toward natural resource defense? I'm headed in that 
direction in 2004. 


Dear School Bound, 

Your questions bring back 
memories, since I had the 
same worries when I first 
thought about trading my 
career in marine biology for 
one in environmental de- 
fense law. As all I have are 
my experiences, I hope they 
help you. Before law school, 

I recommend that you write 
in a journal your detailed 
reasons for wanting to go 
and what you hope to ac- 
complish in your life. That 
way you can clearly see any 
changes occurring during or 
after law school. 

I think I was pretty radical 
when I started law school, 
but there's no question that 
I was more radical, and more 
determined, when I gradu- 
ated. Law school radicalized 
me because, as bad as I 
thought things were before, 
it showed me how bad 
things really were and how 
focused the Power is on keeping its power. It showed me 
how even those institutions we trust to protect us are 
often looking for a way to justify preserving the status quo 
of environmental destruction. At least that's what I got 
out of it. 

I got more and more frustrated because, until I graduated 
and passed the bar, there was little I could do about it. 
Furthermore, as a result of spending all of my time study- 
ing evil and its use of the law, I couldn't even do meaning- 
ful activist work against the Power. For more than three 
years, my frustration built, but eventually the day came 
when I got word that I had passed the bar, and the chains 
were finally cut. By that time, I was impatient and looking 


for trouble. So, if your experience is anything like mine, 
law school will radicalize you. 

Extra-curricular activities may help to maintain your 
radical spirit. Lewis & Clark College was open minded 
enough to give me a bulletin board in the lunch room to 
post literature describing boycotts against cosmetic com- 
panies, public lands ranching, California grapes and other 
industries. Campus groups included the Environmental 
Law Caucus, which organized Earth Day events and other 
actions; the Northwest Environmental Defense Center, 

which teamed environmen- 
tal lawyers with students to 
fight the bad guys; the Pa- 
cific Environmental Advo- 
cacy Center, which does 
similar work; and the Lewis 
& Clark chapter of the Na- 
tional Lawyers Guild. 

During law school, I was 
lucky enough to law clerk for 
the National Wildlife Fed- 
eration and a local group 
called Rest the West. These 
jobs were fantastic because I 
was finally letting the rubber 
hit the road as part of a team 
of dedicated professionals. I 
started to feel what environ- 
mental law was all about! 

Schools I would recom- 
mend above all others are 
the Vermont Law School and 
my alma mater, Lewis & 
Clark College in Portland, 
Oregon. These two schools 
are perennially rated as the 
two best in the country for 
environmental law. From 
personal experience, I be- 
lieve that Lewis & Clark is imbued with a deep appreciation 
for the natural world, and it seems from its website and 
materials that the people at Vermont Law School share this 
ethic. Other schools focusing on environmental law wor- 
thy of a closer look are the University of Oregon and Bolt 
Hall at the University of California-Berkeley. 

So, you can go through law school and be true to yourself 
on the way out. And there are law schools that would be 
proud to produce an able defender of the natural world. 
Good luck! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A . Sugarman, LLC, 
3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. 
Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 


— Law School Bound 




( “I think I was pretty radical 
when I started law school, 
but I was definitely more 
radical when I graduated.” 

y 
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Buffalo Field Campaign Gears Up for Winter: Join the Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) this Winter to 
protect the last herd of wild buffalo from the seasonal slaughter outside of Yellowstone National Park. Volunteers are 
welcome to stay at BFC's cozy basecamp cabin and to help with cooking meals, doing outreach and daily ski patrols to 
monitor the buffalo. If you can help, whether as a volunteer or financially, it would greatly assist in protecting the buffalo. 

For more information, contact BFC, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 


Support the ELF Press Office 

For those who value the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) Press Office 
and www.earthliberationfront.com, 
now is the time to show your finan- 
cial support. The press office is 
seeking contributions, either on a one-time or ongoing 
basis — any amount helps! 

Send checks or international money orders (money 
orders preferred) to the ELF Press Office, POB 21554, 
1424 Commercial Dr, Vancouver, BC V5L 5G2, Canada. 


Headwaters Forest Conference 

January 29-February 1 • Ashland, Oregon 

The 13th annual Headwaters Forest Conference will 
bring together environmental activists from around 
the country to network and share information on 
saving forests. The conference will be held at the 
Ashland Springs Hotel, opening with a Thursday 
evening social. On Friday, a half-day plenary session 
examining the "State of the Environmental Move- 
ment" will launch the meeting. Special sessions, work- 
shops and keynote speakers will follow during the 
next three days, with hikes to local fire and "Healthy 
Forest Initiative" sites on Sunday. 

For more information, contact Headwaters, (541) 482- 
4459; conference@headwaters.org; www.headwaters.org. 


Organizing an 
event that you 
think people 
should know 
about? Send your 
announcements 
to the Earth 
First! Journal. 
Upcoming 
deadlines: 
November 1 & 
January 1 
Earth First! 
Journal, POB 
3023, Tucson, 
AZ 85702; 

collective@ 

earthfirstjoumal.org. 


Do-It-Yourself Fest 

December 20-2 1 • Los Angeles, California 

The Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Fest is an event for people to both give and 
participate in workshops pertaining to the DIY lifestyle. Skillshares will include 
community gardening, biodiesel fuel, starting a record label, starting a collec- 
tive, books to prisoners, home brewing and more! There will also be speakers, 
games, a zine convention and book 
fair, poetry and live bands. Vegan 
food and housing will be provided. 

Remember, it's DIY, so if you have a 
skill to share, please be in touch! 

For more information, contact (213) 

353-9484; swirlywhirly@hotmail.com; 
www.diyzine.com. 




Desert Rat Rendezvous 
December 1-7 
Kofa Wilderness, Arizona 


This year's Desert Rat Rendezvous 
coincides with the annual slaughter of 
19 desert bighorn sheep in the Kofa 
Wilderness Area in western Arizona. 

Trophy hunters will be vying for the 
coveted "Grand Slam," an award pre- 
sented by the Boone and Crockett Club 
for killing one of every subspecies of 
bighorn sheep in North America. 

Meanwhile, Chuk'shon EF! is calling 
for a moratorium on the killing of the 
rare desert bighorn sheep, as well as 
hunting in wildlife refuges, and is ask- 
ing for courageous volunteers to come 
to the Kofa to hike and bear witness to 
this atrocity. 

The desert is beautiful in December. 
Join Chuk'shon EF! in fighting for its 
preservation during the day and revel- 
ling in its beauty around the campfire 
at night. 

For more information, contact 
Chuk'shon EF!, (520) 609-2744; 
rodhasan@yahoo.com. 
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Wildlife Prints, Political 

"Art for Interesting Times " 
cards, posters, t-shirts — the 
Art you've seen in the EF!J, 
at the WTO, on t-shirts and 
at actions — is now offered 
to individuals, and at a 
discount to fundraising 
activist groups. Riverwind 
Arts, POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 
85610 asante@vtc.net or 
send $12 for 2 prints or 10 
different wildlife cards. 
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international peace & 
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ITHRESHOLD 

the movement magazine of the Student Environmental Action Coalition 

SEAC is a student and youth run 
and led nat'l network of progressive 
grassroots organizations and 
individuals whose aim is to uproot 
environmental injustices through 
action and education. We define the 
environment to include the 
physical, economic, political, and 
cultural conditions in which we live. 
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SLING- SHOT 


Organizer Is Ready: 

SCtn&sh o* Co((ectFve 

3124 Shattuck Ave Berkeley CA 94705 
510/540-0751ex3 
www.tao.ca/~slingshot 

3 for $14*7 for $28*20 for $65*post paid 

for single copies of the organizer, contact: 

AK Press / 674A 23rd St / Oakland CA 94612 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 

That s right. In fact, they need $1 0,000 right away to 
purchase and paint the first Primate Freedom Bus. 

The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans, and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 

Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day — to the scrutiny of the 
public eye — to the embarrassment of the lawmakers 
who steal your money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 

Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 

Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 

www.primatefreedom.org 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the satisfac- 

tion of knowing that five 
percent of your bill goes to 

a 1 *-— ifiSSk t this enviro-rag each 

r * \ v»y\ , 

T mg WJIgMpjV month. To sign up, con- 
^ tact (510) 644-2778; 

cL ..jR « — * Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 




links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / international 
AH ages • Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 
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magazine 


The Return of the Mexican Gray Wolf 

by BOBBIE HOLADAY 

The reintroduction of the Mexican gray wolf 
to Arizona’s Blue Range in 1998 was a major 
victory both for an endangered species and 
for Bobbie Holaday’s advocacy group PAWS. 

(Preserve Arizona’s Wolves). This book tells 
the inside story of her eleven-year crusade. 

220 pp., 32 color photos. $18.95 paper/$45 cloth 
All royalties go to the Mexican Wolf Trvst Fund. 


The University of Arizona Press 

Tucson AZ 85721 • 1 800-426-3797 

Read a chapter at www.uapress.arizona.edu 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW! 


To order the 

P^|^^d^n Calendar Earth Firstly 

Featuring a review of recent ecodefense actions from around 
the world, historical notes and a dozen great photos. 


SchNEWS Peace De Resistance 


This annual hook compiles the explosion of 
resistance to the war machine. As theforccsof 
darkness gather, US airbases are invaded, 
schoolkidsstagemass walkouts andembassies 
are besieged. The book also covers many of the 
past year’s other stories from the rebel 
frontlines, including genetically engineered 
crop-trashing and international activists in 
Palestine. Schnews is England's free weekly 
newsletter of no more business as usual. 


norc info., visit www.schncws.org.uk 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


a joint project of £ l o o A I l ‘O' l c * c h a * 6 £ Co-op America 


SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY E C O LOG I C A L B A l A N C E SO C I A l J U 5T I C E 


300 exhibitors 50 speakers 

organic food great entertainment 
community networking 


jim arianna 

hightower huffington 


greg medea 

palast benjamin 


thieves in high pigs at the the best cofounder: 

places trough democracy global 

money can buy exchange 


november 8 & 9 

sanfrancisco concourse exhibition center 


greenfestivals.com 


$15 at the door 


® TOYOTA K 3 SB Of* f """Jones 

Working Assets* f dimooa** fu-MOMii*- The Nation. 
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Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 
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ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 

POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928)213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St Ste 216, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

(4 1 5) 255-9 1 33; smartmeme@riseup.net 

FLO RIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

IL L IN OI S 

Autonomous Zone 
1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, 

Chicago, IL 60622 
azone@azone.org 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 1 1 1 th St # 154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(8 1 2) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Mass EF! 

takeaction2001@hotmail.com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 


Earth First! Directory 

MAINE ' 


People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104; 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, Ml 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000 
onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MI S S O UR I 

Confluence/St Louis 1MC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave Northfield, NJ 

08225 phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 

Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 
bison 1 2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Comer Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 


(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 
POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331 Eugene, OR 97440 

Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Mazama Forest Defense 
1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, 

Ashland, OR 97520 J541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXA S 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 

(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

c/o The Rising Up Collective, 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF!! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B 

Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


For a list of international EF! contacts, visit 
www.ecoaction.org/ ef 

For information on how to start an EF! 
affinity group or for address changes, contact 
EF! Journal 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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Do or Die Voices from the Ecological Resistance No. 1 0 



The long-awaited, final issue of 
Do or Die has arrived — 
prepare to have your socks knocked off. 
Its 382 pages are filled with 
action-packed, goose bump-raising 
tales and pictures of ecological resistance 
from around the world. 

How can you resist? 




Do or Die is a journal crammed with reports and 
analysis from the worldwide ecological frontlines. In 
these times of concrete alienation here are voices 
that shine hope from people and movements taking 
action to defend nature, create revolution and 
re-wild humanity... 


v oices from the Ecological Resistance 


rainforest 


Issue Ten 


BQ0i 


Thoughts ran in me that words and writing were 
nothing and must die. for action is the essence ot^BlI 
' **jjn d if thou dost not act. thou dost nothing. 

— Gerrard Winstanley 


Send a check, money order 
or credit card info for $20 to: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Please inquire for a 
full merchandise catalog. 


Pfh>\ . 

^ • t 

rate, mourn, strategize^res 




The world is speaking, and the message 
cannot be ignored. Hundreds of thousands 
have marched, millions are organizing, 
tens of millions are speaking out, and 
dozens are firing up their ovens. Apple, 
Cherry, Tofu Cream, Lemon Meringue... 
These are the flavors that make our 
mouths water. But some idealistic bakers 
are putting their forks aside in the name 
of justice. Pies have been thrown at close 
to zoo targets, and there is no sign that 
the pastries will stop flying anytime soon. 

Joi Tortadio: ‘The (Pie is Cast 

In Brazil, Bakers Without Borders 
delivered a fluff cream pie to American 
Ambassador Peter Allgeier on August 28. 
Allgeier doubly serves as the co-president 
of the Tree Trade Area of the Americas. 






